IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-S) 


k 


.<.^ 


^^4" 


z 


■^ 


LL 

1.25 


1^128 

m 


§21 


^    ^    1^'^ 


u 


6"     


Hiotographic 

Sciences 

Corporation 


^ 


<v 


•>^ 


<> 


^ 


V 


as  WIST  MAIN  STRKT 

WHSTH.N.Y.  14S«0 

(716)  •73-4S03 


;\ 


<* 


^^^ 


£ 


7, 


^ 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHIVI/ICIVIH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historicai  IVIicroreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checlted  below. 


D 


D 


D 
D 


D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


I      I    Covers  damaged/ 


Couverture  endommag^e 


Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaur6e  et/ou  pelliculAe 


I      I    Cover  title  missing/ 


Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps/ 

Cartes  g6ographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  init  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 


I      I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 


Bound  with  other  material/ 
Relii  avec  d'autres  documents 


Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  liure  serrde  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  int6rieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certalnes  pages  blanches  ajout^es 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  Atait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  Ati  film^as. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  supplAmentaires; 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6t6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  d6tails 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  mdthode  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiqu6s  ci-dessous. 


I      I   Coloured  pages/ 


^ 


D 


Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagdes 

Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaurdes  et/ou  peilicultes 

Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  d^colordes,  tachet^es  ou  piqudes 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  d^tachdes 


Showthrough/ 
Transparence 


I      I    Quality  of  print  varies/ 


Quality  in^gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplimentaire 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Mition  disponibie 


Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  ref limed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure. 
etc.,  ont  M  fiim^es  A  nouveau  de  fa^on  A 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


This  item  Is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  filmA  au  taux  de  reduction  indiquA  ci-dessous. 

10X  14X  18X  22X 


26X 


30X 


y 

12X 


16X 


aox 


24X 


28X 


32X 


lire 

details 
jes  du 
modifier 
ger  une 
fiimage 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanics 
to  the  generosity  of: 

National  Library  of  Canada 


The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


L'exemplaire  film6  fut  reproduit  grfice  d  la 
g6n6roslt6  de: 

Bibliothdque  nationale  du  Canada 


Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettet6  de  rexemplaire  film6,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
fiimage. 


ides 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprimie  sont  filmds  en  commenpant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  salon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  fiimds  en  commen^ant  par  la 
premiere  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  derniire  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  —^-(meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 


Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaltra  sur  la 
dernlAre  image  de  cnaque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbols  — ►  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  V  signifie  "FIN". 


re 


Meps.  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  Atre 
filmte  A  des  taux  de  reduction  diffArents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  Atre 
reproduit  en  uu  se^l  clichA,  11  est  filmA  A  partir 
de  Tangle  supArieur  gauche,  de  gauche  A  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  nAcessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  mAthode. 


y  errata 
9d  to 

nt 

ne  pelure. 

i9on  A 


1 

2 

3 

32X 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

■m 


'Ji   -'''i'^ 


^iiPii&^ 


'-;*t ',  ■ 


THE  WRITINGS 


or 


THOMAS    JEFFERSOJV 


if:    '. 


?*yf 


MEMOIR, 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


AND 


MISCELLANIES, 


FROM   THE   PAPERS   OF 


THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 


EDITED    BT 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON  RANDOLPH. 


VOLUME    III. 


CHARLOTTESVILLE 
PUBLISHED    BY    F.  GARK,  AND  CO. 

1829. 


.# 


'^^ 


EASTERN  DISTRICT  OF  VIRGINIA,  to  wit: 
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*  ^•^-  *  America,  TPIOMAS  JEFFERSON  RANDOLPH,  of  the  said  Dis- 
*********  trict,  hath  deposited  in  this  office  the  title  of  a  book,  the  right 
Iiereof  he  claims  as  proprietor,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
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times  therein  mentioned."  RD.  JEFFRIES, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


LETTER     f. 


TO    JOHN   JAY. 


Paris,  July  19,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  am  become  very  uneasy,  lest  yon  should  have  adopted  some 
channel  for  the  conveyance  of  your  letters  to  me,  which  is  un- 
faithful. I  have  none  from  you  of  later  date  than  November  the 
25th,  1788,  and  of  consequence,  no  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt 
of  any  of  mine,  since  that  of  August  the  11th,  1788.  Since  that 
period,  I  have  written  to  you  of  the  following  dates.  1788.  Au- 
gust the  2pth,  September  the  3rd,  5th,  24th,  November  the  I4th, 
19th,  29th.  1789.  January  the  11th,  14th,  21st,  February  the 
4th,  March  the  1st,  12th,  14th,  15th,  May  the  9th,  11th,  .l2th, 
June  the  17th,  24di,  29th.  I  know,  through  another  person,  that 
you  have  received  mine  of  November  the  29th,  and  t'lat  you  have 
written  an  answer;  but  I  have  never  received  the  answer,  and  it 
is  this  which  suggests  to  me  the  fear  of  some  general  source  of 
miscarriage. 

The  capture  of  three  French  merchant  ships  by  the  Algerines, 
under  different  pretexts,  has  produced  great  sensation  in  the  sea- 
ports of  this  country,  and  some  in  its  government.  They  have 
ordered  some  frigates  to  be  armed  at  Toulon  to  punish  them. 
There  is  a  possibility  that  this  circumstance,  if  not  too  soon  set  to 
rights  by  the  Algerines,  may  furnish  occasion  to  the  States  General, 
when  tliey  shall  have  leisure  to  attend  to  matters  of  this  kind,  to 
disavow  any  future  tributary  treaty  with  them.  These  pirates  re- 
spect still  less  their  treaty  with  Spain,  and  treat  the  Spaniards  with 
an  insolence  greater  than  was  usual  before  the  treaty. 

The  scarcity  of  bread  begins  to  lessen  in  the  southern  pan^s  of 
France,  where  the  harvest  has  commenced.  Here  it  is  still  threat- 
ening, because  we  have  yet  three  weeks  to  the  beginning  of  har- 
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vest,  and  1  think  there  has  not  been  three  days'  provision  before- 
hand in  Paris,  for  two  or  three  weeks  past.  Monsieur  de  JNIira- 
beau,  who  is  very  hostile  to  Mr.  Neckar,  wished  to  find  a  ground 
for  censuring  him,  in  a  proposition  to  have  a  great  quantity  of 
flour  furnished  from  the  United  States,  which  he  supposed  me  to 
have  made  to  Mr.  Neckar,  and  to  have  been  refused  by  him ;  and 
he  asked  time  of  the  States  General  to  furnish  proofs.  The  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette  immediately  gave  me  notice  of  this  matter,  and 
1  wrote  him  a  letter  to  disavow  having  ever  made  any  such  propo- 
sition to  Mr.  Neckar,  which  I  desired  him  to  communicate  to  the 
States.  I  waited  immediately  on  Mr.  Neckar  and  Monsieur  de 
Montmorin,  satisfied  them  that  what  had  been  suggested  was 
absolutely  without  foundation  from  me ;  and  indeed  they  had  not 
needed  this  testimony.  I  gave  them  copies  of  my  letter  to  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  wiiich  was  afterwards  printed.  The 
Marquis,  on  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  shewed  it  to  Mirabeau,  who 
turned  then  to  a  paper  from  which  he  had  drawn  his  information, 
and  found  he  had  totally  mistaken  it.  He  promised  immediately 
that  he  would  himself  declare  his  error  to  the  States  General,  and 
read  to  them  my  letter,  whifth  he  did.  I  state  this  matter  to  you, 
though  of  little  consequence  in  itself,  because  it  might  50  to  you 
misstated  in  the  English  papers. 

Our  supplies  to  the  Atlantic  ports  of  France,  during  the  months 
of  March,  April  and  May,  were  only  twelve  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty  quintals,  thirty-three  pounds  of  flour,  and  forty-four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  quintals,  forty  pounds  of  wheat, 
in  twenty-one  vessels.  "^t 

My  letter  of  the  29th  of  June,  brought  down  the  proceedings  of 
the  States  and  government  to  the  re-union  of  the  orders,  which 
took  place  on  the  27th.  Within  the  Assembly,  matters  went  on 
well.  But  it  was  soon  observed,  that  troops,  and  particularly  the 
foreign  troops,  were  on  their  march  towards  Paris  from  various 
quarters,  and  that  this  was  against  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Neckar. 
The  King  was  probably  advised  to  this,  under,  pretext  of  preserv- 
ing peace  in  Paris  and  Versailles,  and  saw  nothing  else  in  the 
measure.  That  his  advisers  are  supposed  to  have  had  in  view, 
when  he  should  be  secured  and  inspirited  by  the  presence  of  the 
troops,  to  take  advantage  of  some  favorable  moment,  and  surprise 
him  into  an  act  of  authority  for  establishing  the  declaration  of  the 
23rd  of  June,  and  perhaps  dispersing  the  States  General,  is  pro- 
bable. The  Marshal  de  Broglio  was  appointed  to  command  all 
the  troops  within  the  isle  of  France,  a  high  flying  aristocrat,  cool 
and  capable  of  every  thing.  Some  of  the  French  guards  were 
soon  arrested  under  other  pretexts,  but  in  reality,  on  account  of 
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their  dispositions  in  favor  of  t'  i  national  cause.  The  people  of 
Paris  forced  the  prison,  released  them,  and  sent  a  deputation  to  the 
States  General,  to  solicit  a  pardon.  The  States,  by  a  most  mo- 
derate and  prudent  Arrete,  recommended  these  prisoners  to  the 
King,  and  peace  to  the  people  of  Paris.  Addresses  came  in  to 
them  from  several  of  the  great  cities,  expressing  sincere  allegiance 
to  the  King,  but  a  determined  resolution  to  support  the  States 
General.  On  the  8th  of  July,  they  voted  an  address  to  the  King 
to  remove  the  troops.  This*  piece  of  masculine  eloquence,  writ- 
ten by  Monsieur  de  Mirabeau,  is  worth  attention  on  account  of 
the  bold  matter  it  expresses  and  discovers  through  the  whole. 
The  King  refused  to  remove  the  troops,  and  said  they  might  re- 
move themselves,  if  they  pleased,  to  Noyons  or  Soissons.  They 
proceeded  to  fix  the  order  in  which  they  will  take  up  the  several 
branches  of  their  future  constitution,  from  which  it  appears,  they 
mean  to  build  it  from  the  bottom,  confining  themselves  to  nothing 
in  their  antient  form,  .but  a  King.  A  declaration  of  rights,  which 
forms  the  first  chapter  of  their  work,  was  then  proposed  by  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  This  was  on  the  11th.  In  tlie  mean 
time,  troops,  to  the  number  of  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand, 
had  arrived,  and  were  posted  in  and  between  Paris  and  Versailles. 
The  bridges  and  passes  were  guarded.  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne  was  sent  to  notify  Mr.  Neckar 
of  his  dismission,  and  to  enjoin  him  to  retire  instantly,  without 
saying  a  word  of  it  to  any  body.  He  went  home,  dined,  proposed 
to  his  wife  a  visit  to  a  friend,  but  went  in  fact  to  his  country  house 
at  St.  Ouen,  and  at  midnight,  set  out  from  thence,  as  is  supposed, 
for  Brussels.  This  was  not  known  till  the  next  day,  when  the 
whole  ministry  was  changed,  except  Villedeuil,  of  the  domestic 
department,  and  Barentin,  Garde  des  Sceaux.  These  changes 
were  as  follows.  The  Baron  de  Breteuil,  President  of  the 
Council  of  finance ;  and  de  la  Galaisiere,  Comptroller  General 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Neckar ;  the  Marshal  de  Broglio,  minister 
of  war,  and  Foulon  under  him,  in  the  room  of  Puy-Segur ; 
Monsieur  de  la  Vauguydn,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  inste  ad  of 
Monsieur  de  Montmorin  ;  de  la  Porte  minister  of  marine,  in  place 
of  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne ;  St.  Priest  was  also  removed  from 
the  Counc:*l.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  Luzerne  and  Puy-Segur 
had  been  strongly  of  the  aristocratical  part}"^  in  Council ;  but  they 
were  not  considered  as  equal  to  bear  their  shares  in  the  work  now 
to  be  done.  For  this  change,  however  sudden  it  may  have  been 
in  the  mind  of  the  King,  was,  in  that  of  his  advisers,  only  one 
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chapter  of  a  great  plan,  of  which  the  bringing  together  the  foreign 
troops  had  been  the  first.  He  was  now  completely  in  the  hands 
of  men,  the  principal  among  whom,  had  been  noted  through  their 
lives  for  the  Turkish  despotism  of  their  characters,  and  who  were 
associated  about  the  King,  as  proper  instruments  for  what  was  to 
be  executed.  The  news  of  this  change  began  to  be  known  in 
Paris  about  one  or  two  o'clock.  In  the  afternoon,  a  body  of 
about  one  hundred  German  cavalry  were  advanced  and  drawn  up 
in  the  Place  Louis  XV.  and  about  two  hundred  Swiss  posted 
at  a  little  distance  in  their  rear.  This  drew  the  people  to  tliat 
spot,  who  naturally  formed  themselves  in  front  of  the  troops,  at 
first  merely  to  look  at  them.  But  as  their  numbers  increased, 
their  indignation  arose ;  they  retired  a  few  steps,  posted  themselves 
on  and  behind  large  piles  of  loose  stone,  collected  in  that  place 
for  a  bridge  adjacent  to  it,  and  attacked  the  horse  with  stones. 
The  horse  charged,  but  the  advantageous  position  of  the  people, 
and  the  showers  of  stones  obliged  them  to  retire,  and  even  to  quit 
the  field  altogether,  leaving  one  of  their  number  on  the  ground. 
The  Swiss  in  their  rear  were  observed  never  to  stir.  "  This  was 
the  signal  for  universal  insurrection,  and  this  body  of  cavalry,  to 
avoid  being  massacred,  retired  towards  Versailles.  The  people 
now  armed  themselves  with  such  weapons  as  they  could  find  in 
armourers*  shops  and  private  houses,  and  with  bludgeons,  and 
were  roaming  all  night  through  all  parts  of  the  city,  without  any 
decided  practicable  object.  The  next  day,  the  States  pressed  on 
the  King  to  send  away  the  troops,  to  permit  the  Bourgeoise  of 
Paris  to  arm  for  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  city,  and  offered 
to  send  a  deputation  from  their  body  to  tranquillise  them.  He 
refused  all  their  propositions.  A  committee  of  magistrates  and 
electors  of  the  city  were  appointed  by  their  bodies,  to  take  upon 
them  its  government.  The  mob,  now  openly  joined  by  the  French 
guards,  forced  the  prison  of  St.  Lazare,  released  all  the  prisoners, 
and  took  a  great  store  of  corn,  which  they  carried  to  the  com  mar- 
ket. Here  they  got  some  arms,  and  the  French  guards  began  to 
form  and  train  them.  The  committee  determined  to  raise  forty- 
eight  thousand  Bourgeoise,  or  rather  to  restrain  their  numbers  to 
forty-eight  thousand.  On  the  14th,  they  sent  one  of  their  mem- 
bers (Monsieur  de  Corny,  whom  we  knew  in  America)  to  the 
Hotel  des  Invalides,  to  ask  arms  .for  their  Garde  Bourgeoise. 
He  was  followed  by,  or  he  found  there,  a  great  mob.  The  Go- 
vernor of  the  Invalides  came  out,  and  represented  the  impossibility 
of  his  delivering  arms,  without  the  orders  of  those  from  whom  he 
received  them.  De  Corny  advised  the  people  then  to  retire,  and 
retired  himself;  and  the  people  took  possession  of  the  arms.     It 
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was  remarkable,  that  not  only  the  Invalides  themselves  made  no 
opposition,  but  that  a  body  of  five  thousand  foreign  troops,  en- 
camped within  four  hundred  yards,  never  stirred.  Monsieur  de 
Corny  and  five  others  were  then  sent  to  ask  arms  of  Monsieur  de 
Launai,  Governor  of  the  Bastile.  They  found  a  great  collection 
of  people  already  befdre  the  place,  and  they  immediately  planted 
a  flag  of  truce,  which  was  answered  by  a  like  flag  hoisted  on  tlie 
parapet.  The  deputation  prevailed  on  the  people  to  fall  back  a 
little,  advanced  themselves  to  make  their  demand  of  the  Gover- 
nor, and  in  that  instant  a  discharge  from  the  Bastile  killed  four 
people  of  those  nearest  to  the  deputies.  The  deputies  retired  ; 
the  people  rushed  against  the  place,  and  almost  in  an  instant  were 
in  possession  of  a  fortification,  defended  by  one  hundred  men,  of 
infinite  strength,  which  in  other  times  had  stood  several  regular 
sieges,  and  had  never  been  taken.  How  they  got  in,  has  as  yet 
been  impossible  to  discover.  Those  who  pretend  to  have  been 
of  the  party  tell  so  many  different  stories,  as  to  destroy  the  credit 
of  them  all.  Tliey  took  all  the  arms,  discharged  the  prisoners, 
and  such  of  the  garrison  as  were  not  killed  in  the  first  moment  of 
fury,  carried  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  to  the  Grcve, 
(the  place  of  public  execution,)  cut  off  their  heads,  and  sent  them 
through  the  city  in  triumph  to  the  Palais  royal.  About  the  same 
instant,  a  treacherous  correspondence  having  been  discovered  in 
Monsieur  de  Flesselles,  Prevost  des  Marchands,  tliey  seised  him  in 
die  Hotel  de  Ville,  where  he  was  in  the  exercise  of  his  office, 
and  cut  off  his  head.  These  events,  carried  imperfectly  to  Ver- 
sailles, were  the  subject  of  two  successive  deputations  from  the 
States  to  the  King,  to  both  of  which  he  gave  dry  and  hard  an- 
swers ;  for  it  has  transpired,  that  it  had  been  proposed  and  agitat 
ed  in  Council,  to  seise  on  the  principal  members  of  the  States 
General,  to  march  the  whole  army  down  upon  Paris,  and  to  sup- 
press its  tumults  by  the  sword.  But  at  night,  the  Duke  de  Lian- 
court  forced  his  way  into  the  King's  bed  chamber,  and  obliged 
him  to  hear  a  full  and  animated  detail  of  the  disasters  of  the  day 
in  Paris.  He  went  to  bed  deeply  impressed.  The  decapita- 
tion of  de  Launai  worked  powerfully  through  the  night  on  the 
whole  aristocratical  party,  in  so  nmch,  that  in  the  morning,  those  of 
the  greatest  influence  on  the  Count  d'Artois,  represented  to  him 
the  absolute  necessity  that  the  King  should  give  up  every  thing  to 
the  States.  This  according  well  enough  with  the  dispositions  of 
the  King,  he  vent  about  eleven  o'clock,  accompanied  only  by  his 
brothers,  to  b_  States  General,  and  there  read  to  them  a  speech, 
in  which  he  asked  their  interposition  to  re-establish  order.  Though 
this  be  couched  in  terms  of  some  caution,  yet  tlie  manner  in  which 


m 

111! 


i:!; 


u 


\i 


-^l- 


It  was  delivered,  made  it  evident  that  it  was  meant  as  a  surrender 
at  discretion.  He  returned  to  the  Chateau  a  foot,  accompanied 
by  tlie  States.  They  sent  off  a  deputation,  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  at  their  head,  to  quiet  Paris.  He  had,  the  same  morning, 
been  named  Commandant  in  Chief  of  the  Milice  Bourgeoise,  and 
Monsieur  Bailly,  former  President  of  the  States  General,  was 
called  for  as  Prevost  des  Marchands.  The  demolition  of  the 
Bastile  was  now  ordered,  and  begun.  A  body  of  the  Swiss 
guards  of  the  regiment  of  Ventimille,  and  the  city  hoi'se  guards 
joined  the  people.  The  alarm  at  Versailles  increased  instead  of 
abating.  They  believed  that  the  aristocrats  of  Paris  were  under 
pillage  and  carnage,  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men 
were  in  arms,  coming  to  Versailles  to  massacre  the  royal  family, 
the  court,  the  ministers,  and  all  connected  with  them,  their  practi- 
ces and  principles.  The  aristocrais  of  the  Nobles  and  Clergy  in 
the  States  General,  vied  with  each  other  in  declaring  how  sin- 
cerely they  were  converted  to  ihe  justice  of  voting  by  persons, 
and  how  determined  to  go  with  the  nation  all  its  lengths.  The 
foreign  troops  were  ordered  off  instantly.  Every  minister  resign- 
ed. The  King  confirmed  Bailly  as  Prevost  des  Marchands, 
wrote  to  Mr.  Neckar  to  recall  him,  sent  his  letter  open  to  the 
States  General,  to  be  forwarded  by  them,  and  invited  them  to  go 
with  him  to  Pf  ris  the  next  day,  to  satisfy  the  city  of  his  disposi- 
tions :  and  that  night  and  the  next  morning,  the  Count  d'Artois 
and  Monsieur  de  Montisson  (a  deputy  connected  with  him) 
Madame  de  Polignac,  Madame  de  Guiche,  and  the  Count  de 
Vaudreuil,  favorites  of  the  Queen,  the  Abbe  de  Vermont,  her 
confessor,  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  Duke  de  Bourbon,  all 
fled ;  we  know  not  whither.  The  King  came  to  Paris,  leaving 
the  Queen  in  consternation  for  his  return.  Omitting  the  les-* 
important  figures  of  the  procession,  1  will  only  observe,  that  the 
King's  carriage  was  in  the  centre,  on  each  side  of  it  the  States 
General,  in  two  ranks,  a  foot,  and  at  their  head  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  as  Commander  in  chief,  on  horseback,  and  Bourgeois 
guards  before  and  behind.  About  sixty  thousand  citizens  of  all 
forms  and  colors,  armed  with  die  muskets  of  the  Bastile  and 
Invalids,  as  far  as  they  would  go,  the  rest  with  pistols,  swords, 
pikes,  pruning  hooks,  scythes,  &c.  lined  all  the  streets  through 
which  the  procession  passed,  and,  with  tlie  crowds  of  people 
in  the  streets,  doors  and  windows,  saluted  them  every  where 
with  cries  of  'uue  la  nation;^  but  not  a  single  *«t*)e  le  rotf  was 
heard.  The  King  stopped  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville.  There  Mon- 
sieur Bailly  presented  and  put  into  his  ;  at  the  popular  cockade, 
and  addressed  him.     The  King  being  unprepared  and  unable  to 
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answer,  Bailly  went  to  him,  gathered  from  him  some  scraps  of 
sentences,  and  made  out  an  answer,  which  he  delivered  to  the 
audience  as  from  the  King.  On  their  return,  the  popular  cries 
were  '  vive  le  roy  et  la  nation.''  He  was  conducted  by  a  Garde 
Bourgeois  to  his  palace  at  Versailles,  and  thr  concluded  such  an 
amende  honorable^  as  no  sovereign  ever  made,  and  no  people  ever 
received.  Letters  written  with  his  own  hand  to  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  remove  the  scruples  of  his  position.  Tranquillity  is 
now  restored  to  the  Capital :  the  shops  are  again  opened ;  the  peo- 
ple resuming  their  labors,  and  if  the  want  of  bread  does  not  dis- 
turb our  peace,  we  may  hope  a  continuance  of  it.  The  demoli- 
tion of  the  Bastile  is  going  on,  and  the  Milice  Bourgeoise  organising 
and  training.  The  antient  police  of  the  city  is  abolished  by  the 
authority  of  the  people,  the  introduction  of  the  King's  troops  will 
probably  be  proscribed,  and  a  watch  or  city  guards  substituted, 
which  shall  depend  on  the  city  alone.  But  v/e  cannot  suppose 
this  paroxysm  confined  to  Paris  alone.  The  whole  country  must 
pass  successively  through  it,  and  happy  if  they  get  through  it  as 
soon  and  as  well  as  Paris  has  done. 

I  went  yesterday  to  Versailles,  to  satisfy  myself  what  had  passed 
there ;  for  nothing  can  be  believed  but  what  one  sees,  or  has  from 
an  eye  witness.  They  believe  there  still,  that  three  thousand 
people  have  fallen  victims  to  the  tumults  of  Paris.  Mr.  Short  and 
myself  have  been  every  day  among  them,  in  order  to  be  sure  of 
what  was  passing.  We  cannot  find,  with  certainty,  that  any  body 
has  been  killed  but  the  three  before  mentioned,  and  those  who 
fell  in  the  assauh  or  defence  of  the  Bastile.  How  many  of  the 
garrison  were  killed,  nobody  pretends  to  have  ever  heard.  Of 
the  assailants,  accounts  vary  from  six  to  six  hundred.  The  most 
general  belief  is,  that  there  fell  about  thirty.  There  have  been 
many  reports  of  instantaneous  executions  by  the  mob,  on  such  of 
their  body  as  they  caught  in  acts  of  tliefi  or  robbery.  Some  of 
these  may  perhaps  be  true.  There  was  a  severity  of  honesty 
observed,  of  which  no  example  has  been  known.  Bags  of  mo- 
ney offered  on  various  occasions  through  fear  or  guilt,  have  been 
uniformly  refused  by  the  mobs.  The  churches  are  now  occu- 
pied in  singing  '  De  profundis'  and  '  Requiems,^  '  for  the  repose  of 
the  souls  of  the  brave  and  valiant  citizens  who  have  sealed  with 
their  blood  the  liberty  of  the  nation.'  Monsieur  de  Montmorin  is 
this  day  re-placed  in  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  and  Mon- 
sieur de  St.  Priest  is  named  to  the  home  department.  The  ga- 
zettes of  France  and  Leyden  accompany  this.  I  send  also  a 
paper  (called  the  Point  du  Jour)  which  will  give  you  some  idea  of 
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tlie  proceedings  of  the  National  Assembly.     It  is  but  an  indifter- 
ent  thing;  however,  it  is  the  best. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

,.       ■,.::.  Th :  Jefferson. -i' 

P.  S.  July  21.  Mr.  Neckar  had  left  Brussels  for  Frankfort, 
before  the  courier  got  tliere.  We  expect,  however,  to  hear  of 
hini  in  a  day  or  two.  Monsieur  le  Comte  de  la  Luzerne,  has  re- 
sumed the  department  of  the  marine  this  day.  Either  this  is  an 
office  of  friendship  effected  by  Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  (for  though 
tliey  had  taken  different  sides,  their  friendship  continued)  or  he 
comes  in  as  a  stop-gap,  till  somebody  else  can  be  found.  Though 
very  unequal  to  his  office,  all  agree  that  he  is  an  honest  man. 
The  Count  d'Artois  was  at  Valenciennes.  The  Prince  of  Conde 
and  Duke  de  Bourbon  had  passed  that  place.  T.  J. 


LETTER   II. 
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TO    M.    L  ABBE    ARNOND. 
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.^.      V  ;■  Paris,  July  19,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  annexed  is  a  catalogue  of  all  tlie  books  I  recollect,  on  the 
subject  of  juries.  With  respect  to  the  value  of  this  institution,  I 
must  make  a  general  observation.  We  think,  in  America,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  introduce  the  people  into  every  department  of  go- 
verimient,  as  far  as  they  are  capable  of  exercising  it ;  and  that  this 
is  the  only  way  to  insure  a  long  continued  and  honest  administra- 
tion of  its  powers. 

1 .  They  are  not  qualified  to  exercise  themselves  the  executive 
department,  but  they  are  qualified  to  name  the  person  who  shall 
exercise  it.  With  us,  therefore,  they  choose  this  offictjr  every 
four  years.  2.  They  are  not  qualified  to  legislate.  With  us, 
therefore,  they  only  choose  the  legislators.  3.  They  are  not 
qualified  to  judge  questions  of  /aw,  but  they  are  very  capable  of 
judging  questions  of  fact.  In  the  form  of  juri  s,  therefore,  they 
determine  all  matters  of  fact,  leaving  to  the  permanent  judges,  to 
decide  the  law  resulting  fi-om  those  facts.  But  we  all  know,  that 
permanent  judges  acquire  an  Esprit  de  corps ;  that  being  known, 
they  are  liable  to  be  tempted  by  bribery ;  that  they  are  misled  by 
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favor,  by  relationship,  by  a  spirit  of  party,  by  a  devotion  to  the 
executive  or  legislative  power;  that  it  is  better  to  leave  a  cause  to 
the  decision  of  cross  and  pile,  than  to  that  of  a  judge  biassed  to 
one  side ;  and  that  the  opinion  of  twelve  honest  jurymen  gives 
still  a  better  hope  of  right,  than  cross  and  pile  does.  It  is  in  the 
power,  therefore,  of  the  juries,  if  they  think  the  permanent  judges 
are  under  any  bias  whatever,  in  any  cause,  to  take  on  themselves 
to  judge  the  law  as  well  as  the  fact.  They  never  exercise  this 
power  but  when  they  suspect  partiality  in  the  judges;  and  by  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  they  have  been  the  firmest  bulwarks  of 
English  liberty.  Were  I  called  upon  to  decide,  whether  tlie  peo- 
ple;, had  best  be  omitted  in  the  legislative  or  judiciary  department, 
I  would  say  it  is  better  to  leave  them  out  of  the  legislative.  The 
execution  of  the  laws  is  more  important  than  the  making  them. 
However,  it  is  best  to  have  the  people  in  all  the  three  departments, 
where  that  is  possible. 

I  write  in  great  haste,  my  Dear  Sir,  and  have,  therefore,  only 
time  to  add  wishes  foi*  the  happiness  of  your  country,  to  which  a 
new  order  of  things  is  opening ;  and  assurances  of  the  sincere  es- 
teem with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


Books,  on  the  subject  of  Juries, 

Complete  Juryman,  or  a  compendium  of  the  laws  relating  to 

jurors. 
Guide  to  English  juries. 
Hawles's  Englishman's  right. 
Jurors  judges  both  of  law  and  fact,  by  Jones. 
Security  of  Englishmen's  lives,  or  the  duty  of  grand  juries. 
Walwin's  juries  justified. 


LETTER    III. 


:0   JOHN   JAY. 


Sir, 


Pari0,  July  23, 1789. 


The  bearer  of  my  letters  (a  servant  of  Mr.  Morris)  not  going 
off  till  to  day,  I  am  enabled  to  add  to  their  contents.  The  spirit 
of  tumult  seemed  to  have  subsided,  when,  yesterday,  it  was  exci- 
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ted  again,  by  a  particular  incident.  Monsieur  Foulon,  one  of  tbe 
obnoxious  ministry,  who,  as  well  as  his  brethren,'  had  absconded, 
was  taken  in  the  country,  and,  as  is  said,  by  his  own  tenants,  and 
brought  to  Paris.  Great  efforts  were  exerted  by  popular  charac- 
ters, to  save  him.  He  was  at  length  forced  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Garde  Bourgeoise,  hung  immediately,  his  head  cut  off,  and  his 
body  drawn  through  the  principal  streets  of  the  city.  The  In- 
tendant  of  Paris,  Monsieur  de  Chauvigny,  accused  of  having  en- 
tered into  the  designs  of  the  same  ministry,  has  been  taken  at 
Compiegne,  and  a  body  of  two  hundred  men  on  horseback  have 
gone  for  him.  If  he  be  brought  here,  it  will  be  difficult  to  save 
him.  Indeed,  it  is  hard  to  say,  at  what  distance  of  time  the  pre- 
sence of  one  of  those  ministers,  or  of  any  of  the  most  obnoxious 
of  the  fugitive  courtiers,  will  not  rekindle  the  same  blood  thirsty 
spirit.  I  hope  it  is  extinguished  as  to  every  body  else,  and  yes- 
terday's example  will  teach  them  to  keep  out  of  its  way.  I  add 
two  other  sheets  of  the  Point  du  Jour,  and  am,  wiUi  the  most  per- 
fect esteem  and  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  I  just  now  learn  that  Bertier  de  Chauvigny  was  brought 
to  town  last  night,  and  massacred  immediately. 
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LETTER    IV. 


TO   JOHN   JAY. 


Sir, 


Paris,  July  20,  1789. 


I  have  written  you  lately,  on  the  24th  of  June,  with  a  postscript 
of  the  25th;  on  the  29th  of  the  same  month;  the  19di  of  July, 
with  a  postscript  of  the  21st;  and  again  on  the  23rd.  Yesterday 
I  received  yours  of  the  9th  of  March,  by  the  way  of  Holland. 

Mr.  Neckar  has  accepted  his  appointment,  and  will  arrive  to 
day  from  Switzerland,  where  he  had  taken  refuge.  No  other 
ministers  have  been  named  since  my  last.  It  is  thought  that  Mr. 
Neckar  will  choose  his  own  associates.  The  tranquillity  of  Paris 
has  not  been  disturbed,  since  the  death  of  Foulon  and  Bertier, 
mentioned  in  my  last.  Their  militia  is  in  a  course  of  organization. 
It  is  impossible  to  know  the  exact  state  of  die  supplies  of  bread. 
We  sup}x)sc  tliem  low  and  precarious,  because,  some  days,  we 
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are  allowed  to  buy  but  half  or  three  fourths  of  the  daily  allow- 
ance of  our  families.     Yet  as  the  wheat  harvest  must  begin  within 
ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  we  are  in  hopes  there  will  be  subsistence 
found  till  that  time.     This  is  the  only  source  from  which  I  should 
fear  a  renewal  of  the  late  disorders ;  for  I  take  for  granted,  the 
fugitives  from  the  wrath  of  their  country,  are  all  safe  in  foreign 
countries.      Among  these,   are  numbered  seven  Princes  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon,  and  six  ministers ;  the  seventh  (the  Marshal  de 
Broglio)  being  shut  up  in  the  fortified  town  of  Metz,  strongly  gar- 
risoned widi  foreign  soldiers.     I  observed  to  you,  in  a  preceding 
letter,  that  the  storm  which  had  begun  in  Paris,  on  the  change  of 
the  ministry,  would  have  to  pass  ovc.*  the  whole  country,  and  con- 
sequently, would,  for  a  short  time,  occasion  us  terrible  details  from 
the  different  parts  of  it.     Among  these,  you  will  find  a  horrid  one 
retailed  from  Vesoul,  in  French  Compte.     The  atrociousness  of 
the  fact  would  dispose  us  rather  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  evidence 
on  which  it  rests,  however  regular  that  appears.     There  is  no 
question,  that  a  number  of  people  were  blown  up ;  but  Uiere  are 
reasons  for  suspecting  that  it  was  by  accident  and  not  design.     It 
is  said,  the  owner  of  the  chateau  sold  powder  by  the  pound,  which 
was  kept  in  the  cellar  of  the  house  blown  up ;  and  it  is  possible, 
some  one  of  the  guests  may  have  taken  this  occasion  to  supply 
himself,  and  been  too  careless  in  approaching  the  mass.     Many 
idle  stories  have  also  been  propagated  and  believed  here,  against 
the  English,  as  that  they  have  instigated  tlie  late  tumuhs  with  mo- 
ney, that  they  had  taken  or  were  preparing  to  take  Cherbourg, 
Brest,  &.C.;  and  even  reasonable  men  have  believed,  or  pretended 
to  believe,  all  diese.     The  British  ambassador  has  thought  it  ne- 
cessary, to  disavow  them  in  a  public  letter,  which  you  will  find  in 
one  of  the  pivpfeys  accompanying  this. 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing  with  certainty,  the 
present  state  of  the  King  of  England.  His  recovery  was  slow ;  he 
passed  through  a  stage  of  profound  melancholy ;  but  this  has  at 
length  dissipated,  and  he  is  at  present  perfectly  re-established. 
He  talks  now  as  much  as  ever,  <jBi  the  same  trifling  subjects,  and 
has  recovered  even  his.habitual  inquisitiveness  into  the  small  news 
of  the  families  about  him.  His  health  is  also  good,  though  he  is 
not  as  fleshy  as  he  used  to  be.  I  have  mukiplied  qiy  letters  to 
you  lately,,  because  die  scene  has  been  truly  interesting  ;  so  much 
so,  that  liiEid  I.received  my  permission  to  pay  my  projected  visit  to 
my  ovvn  cciuiitry:,  I  should  have  Uiought,  and  should  still  think  it 
my  duty/o  ^elV  it  a  while.  1  presume  it  cannot  now  be  long, 
before  I  injoeiye  your  definitive  answer  to  my  request.     I  send 
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herewith  the  public  papers,  as  usual ;  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    V, 


TO    JOHN    JAY. 


It, 


II 


Sir, 


Paris,  August  5, 1789. 


I  wrote  you  on  the  19th  of  the  last  month,  with  a  postscript  of 
the  21st ;  and  again  on  the  23rd  and  29th.  Those  letters  went 
by  private  conveyances.  This  gnes  by  the  London  post.  Since 
my  last,  some  small  and  momentary  lumults  have  taken  place  in 
this  city,  in  one  of  which  a  few  of  the  rioters  were  killed  by  the 
city  militia.  No  more  popular  executions  have  taken  place. 
The  capture  of  the  Baron  de  Besenval,  commandant  of  the  Swiss 
troops,  as  he  was  flying  to  Switzerland,  and  of  the  Duke  de  la 
Vauguyon,  endeavoring  to  escape  by  sea,  would  endanger  new  in- 
terpositions of  the  popular  arm,  were  they  to  be  brought  to  Paris. 
They  are,  therefore,  confined  where  they  were  taken.  The  for- 
mer of  these  being  unpopular  with  the  troops  under  his  command, 
on  account  of  oppressions,  occasioned  a  deputation  from  their 
body,  to  demand  justice  to  be  done  on  him,  and  to  avow  the  de- 
votion of  the  Swiss  troops  to  the  cause  of  the  nation.  They  had 
before  taken  side  in  part  only.  Mr.  Neckar's  return  contributed 
much  to  re-establish  tranquillity,  though  not  quite  as  much  as  was 
expected.  His  just  intercessions  for  the  Baron  de  Besenval  and 
other  fugitives,  damped  very  sensibly  the  popular  ardor  towards 
him.     Their  hatred  is  stronger  than  their  love. 

Yesterday,  the  other  ministers  were  named i  The  Archbishop 
of  Bourdeaux  is  Garde  des  Sceaux,  Monsieur  de  la  Tour  de  Pin, 
minister  of  war,  the  Prince  of  Beauvou  is  taken  into  the  Council, 
and  the/em7/e  des  benefices  given  to  the  Archbishop  of  Bourdeaux. 
These  are  all  of  the  popular  party ;  so  that  the  ministiy  (M.  de  la 
Luzerne  excepted)  and  the  Council,  being  all  in  reformation  prin- 
ciples, no  further  opposition  may  bo  expected  from  that  quarter. 
The  National  Assembly  now  seriously  set  tlieir  hands  to  the  work 
of  tlie  constitution.  They  decided  a  day  or  two  ago,  the  ques- 
tion, whether  they  should  begin  by  a  declaration  of  rights,  by  a 
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great  majority  in  the  affirmative.  The  negatives  were  of  the 
Clergy,  who  fear  to  trust  the  people  with  the  whole  truth.  The 
declaration  itself,  is  now  on  the  carpet.  By  way  of  corollary  to 
it,  they  last  night  mowed  down  a  whole  legion  o*f  abuses,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  Arrete  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you. 
This  will  stop  the  burning  of  chateaux,  and  tranquillise  the  country 
more  than  all  the  addresses  they  could  send  them.  I  expressed 
to  you  my  fears  of  the  impracticability  of  debate  and  decision  in 
a  room  of  one  thousand  and  two  hundred  persons,  as  soon  as  Mr. 
Neckar's  determination  to  call  that  number,  was  known.  The 
inconveniences  of  their  number  have  been  distressing  to  tlie  last 
degree,  though,  as  yet,  they  have  been  employed  in  work  which 
could  be  done  in  the  lump.  They  are  now  proceeding  to  instru- 
ments, every  word  of  which  must  be  weighed  with  precision. 
Heretofore,  too,  they  were  hooped  together  by  a  common  enemy. 
This  is  no  longer  the  case.  Yet  a  thorough  view  of  the  wisdom 
and  rectitude  of  this  assembly,  disposes  me  more  to  hope  they 
will  find  some  means  of  surmounting  the  difficulty  of  their  num- 
bers, than  to  fear  that  yielding  to  the  unmanageableness  of  debate 
in  such  a  crowd,  and  to  the  fatigue  of  the  experiment,  they  may 
be  driven  to  adopt,  in  the  gross,  some  one  of  the  many  projects 
which  will  be  proposed. 

There  is  a  germ  of  schism  in  the  pretensions  of  Paris  to  form 
its  municipal  establishment,  independently  of  the  authority  of  the 
nation.  It  has  not  yet  proceeded  so  far,  as  to  threaten  danger. 
The  occasion  does  not  permit  me  to  send  the  public  papers ;  but 
nothing  remarkable  has  taken  place  in  the  other  parts  of  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  respect  and  es- 
teem, Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,    . 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    VI. 


TO    MR.    CARMICHAEL. 


Paris,  August  9,  1789. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  your  last  of  March  the  27th,  I  have  only  written  that  of 
May  the  8th.  The  cause  of  this  long  silence,  on  both  parts,  has 
been  the  expectation  I  communicated  to  you  of  embarking  for 
America.  In  fact,  I  have  expected  permission  for  this,  every 
hour  since  the  month  of  March,  and  therefore  always  thought,  that 
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by  putting  off  writing  to  you  a  few  days,  my  letter,  while  it  should 
communicate  the  occurrences  of  the  day,  might  be  a  letter  of 
adieu.  Should  my  permission  now  arrive,  I  should  put  off  my 
departure  till  aft^  the  equinox.  They  write  me  that  my  not  re- 
ceiving it,  has  proceeded  from  the  ceasinj^  of  the  old  government 
in  October  last,  and  the  organization  of  tlie  higher  departments  in 
the  new,  which  had  not  yet  taken  place  when  my  last  letters  came 
away.  Bills  had  been  brought  in,  for  establishing  departments  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  Finance  and  War.  The  last  would  certainly  be 
given  to  General  Knox.  Mr.  Jay  would  probably  have  his  choice 
of  the  first  and  second  ;  and  it  was  supposed  Hamilton  would 
have  that  which  Mr.  Jay  declined.  Some  thought  Mr.  Jay  would 
prefer  and  obtain  the  head  of  the  law  department,  for  which  Wil- 
son would  be  a  competitor.  In  such  a  case,  some  have  supposed 
C.  Thompson  would  ask  the  Foreign  Affairs.  The  Senate  and 
Representatives  differed  about  the  title  of  the  President.  The 
former  wanted  to  "style  him  '  His  Highness  George  Washington, 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  Protector  of  their  liberties.' 
The  latter  insisted  and  prevailed,  to  give  no  title  but  that  of  office, 
to  wit,  '  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  Stales.'  I 
hope  the  terms  of  Excellency,  Honor,  Worship,  Esquire,  for 
ever  disappear  from  among  us,  from  that  moment :  I  wish  that  of 
Mr.  would  follow  them.  In  the  impost  bill,  the  Representatives  had, 
by  almost  an  unanimous  concurrence,  made  a  difference  between 
nations  in  treaty  with  us,  and  those  not  in  treaty.  The  Senate 
had  struck  out  this  difference,  and  lowered  all  the  duties.  Quajre, 
whether  the  Representatives  would  yield  ?  Congress  were  to  pro- 
ceed about  the  1  st  of  June,  to  propose  amendments  to  the  new 
constitution.  The  principal  would  be,  the  annexing  a  declara- 
tion of  rights  to  satisfy  the  minds  of  all,  on  the  subject  of  their  li- 
berties. They  waited  the  arrival  of  Brown,  Delegate  from  Ken- 
tucky, to  take  up  the  receiving  that  district  as  a  fourteenth  State. 
The  only  objections  apprehended,  were  from  the  partisans  of 
Vermont,  who  might  insist  on  both  coming  in  together.  This 
would  produce  a  delay,  though  probably  not  a  long  one. 

To  detail  to  you  the  events  of  Uiis  country,  would  require  a 
volume.  It  woum  be  useless  too ;  because  those  given  in  the 
Leyden  gazette,  though  not  universally  true,  have  so  few  and  such 
unimportant  errors  mixed  with  them,  that  you  may  give  a  general 
faith  to  them.  I  will  rather  give  you,  therefore,  what  that  paper 
cannot  give,  the  views  of  the  prevailing  power,  as  far  as  they  can 
be  collected  from  conversation  and  writings.  They  will  distribute 
the  powers  of  government  into  three  parts,  legislative,  judiciary 
and  executive.     The  legislative  will  certainly  have  no  hereditary 
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branch,  probably  not  even  a  select  one,  (like  our  Senate).  If 
they  divide  it  into  two  chambers  at  all,  it  will  be  by  breaking  the 
representative  body  into  two  equal  halves  by  lot.  But  very  many 
are  for  a  single  House,  and  particularly  the  Turgotists.  The  im- 
perfection of  their  legislative  body,  1  think,  will  be,  that  not  a 
member  of  it  will  be  chosen  by  the  people  direcUy.  Their  re- 
presentation will  be  an  equal  one,  in  which  every  man  will  elect 
and  he  elected  as  a  citizen,  not  as  of  a  distinct  order.  Qua;re, 
whether  they  will  elect  placemen  and  pensioners?  Their  legisla- 
ture will  meet  periodically,  and  set  at  their  own  will,  with  a  power 
in  the  executive  to  call  them  extraordinarily,  in  case  of  emergen- 
cies. There  is  a  considerable  division  of  sentiment  whether  the 
executive  shall  have  a  negative  on  the  laws.  I  think  they  will 
determine  to  give  such  a  negative,  eitht'  absolute  or  qualified.  In 
the  judiciary,  the  parliaments  will  be  suppressed,  less  numerous 
judiciary  bodies  instituted,  and  trial  by  jury  established  in  criminal, 
if  not  in  civil  cases.  Tlie  executive  power  will  be  left  entire  in  the 
hands  of  the  King.  They  will  establish  the  responsibility  of  ministers, 
gifts  and  appropriations  of  money  by  the  National  Assembly  alone ; 
consequently  a  civil  list,  freedom  of  the  press,  freedom  of  religion, 
freedom  of  commerce  and  industry,  freedom  of  person  against 
arbitrary  arrests,  and  modifications,  if  not  a  total  prohibition  of  mi- 
litary agency  in  civil  cases.  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  prohibit 
altogether,  the'  aid  of  the  military  in  cases  of  riot,  and  yet  I  doubt 
whether  they  can  descend  from  the  sublimity  of  antient  military 
pride,  to  let  a  Marechal  of  France  with  his  troops,  be  commanded 
by  a  magistrate.  They  cannot  conceive  that  General  Washing- 
ton, at  the  head  of  his  army,  during  the  late  war,  could  have  been 
commanded  by  a  common  constable  to  go  as  his  posse  comitatuSf 
to  suppress  a  mob,  and  that  Count  Rochambeau,  when  he  was 
arrested  ai  the  head  of  his  army  by  a  sherifT,  must  have  gone  to 
jail  if  he  had  not  given  bail  to  appear  in  court.  Though  they 
have  gone  astonishing  lengths,  they  are  not  yet  thus  far.  It  is 
probable,  therefore,  that  not  knowing  how  to  use  the  military  as  a 
civil  weapon,  they  will  do  too  much  or  too  little  with  it. 

I  have  said  that  things  will  be  so  and  so.  Understand  by 
this,  that  these  are  only  my  conjectures,  the  plan  of  the  constitu- 
tion not  being  proposed  yet,  much  less  agreed  to.  Tranquillity  is 
pretty  well  established  in  the  Capital ;  tliough  the  appearance  of 
any  of  the  refugees  here  would  endanger  it.  The  Baron  de  Be- 
senval  is  kept  away :  so  is  M.  de  la  Vauguyon.  The  latter  was 
so  short  a  time  a  member  of  the  obnoxious  administration,  that 
probably  he  might  not  be  touched  were  he  here.     Seven  Prin- 
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ces  of  the  house  of  Bourbon,  and  seven  ministers  fled  into  foreign 
countries,  is  a  wonderful  event  indeed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be*,  with  great  respect  and  attachment, 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hup^'^le  servant, 

'^h:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    VII. 


to   JOHN   JAY. 


Sir, 


Paris,  August  12,  1789. 


I  wrote  you  on  the  19th,  23rd,  29th  of  die  last,  and  5th  of  the 
present  month.  The  last  occasions  not  having  admitted  the  for- 
warding to  you  the  public  papers,  I  avail  myself  of  the  present, 
by  a  gendemen  going  to  London,  to  furnish  you  with  them  to  the 
present  date.  It  is  the  only  use  I  can  prudenUy  make  of  the 
conveyance.  I  shall,  therefore,  only  observe  that  the  National 
Assembly  has  been  entirely  occupied  since  my  last,  in  developing 
the  particulars  which  were  the  subject  of  their  resolutions  of  the 
4th  instant,  of  which  I  send  you  the  general  heads. 

The  city  is  as  yet  not  entirely  quieted.  Every  now  and  then 
summary  execution  is  done  on  individuals,  by  individuals,  and  no- 
body is  in  condition  to  ask  for  what,  or  by  whom.  We  look  for- 
ward to  the  completion  of  the  establishment  of  the  city  militia, 
as  that  which  is  to  restore  protection  to  the  inhabitants.  The 
details  from  the  country  are  as  distressing  as  I  had  apprehended 
they  would  be.  Most  of  tliem  are  doubUess  false,  but  many  must 
still  be  true.  Abundance  of  chateaux  are  certainly  burnt  and 
burning,  and  not  a  few  lives  sacrificed.  The  worst  is  probably 
over  in  this  city ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  so  in  the  coun- 
try.    Nothing  important  has  take  place  in  the  rest  of  Europe. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  re- 
spect. Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    VI  IT. 
.     TO    COLONEfj    OOUVION. 


3lR, 


Paris,  August  15)  1780. 


-  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  rponey  is  now  de- 
posited in  tlie  nands  pf  Messrs.  Grand  and  company,  for  paying 
the  arrears  of  interest  due  to  tlie  foreign  officiBrs  who  served  in 
the  American  army.  I  will  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  notify  thereof, 
as  many  of  them  aS  you  find  convenient ;  and  if  you  can  furnish 
the  addresses  of  any  others  to  Messrs.  Grand  and  comparfy,  they 
will  undertake  lo  give  notice  to  tliem.  The  delays  which  have 
attended  the  completion  of  this  object,  have  been  greater  than  1 
expected.  This  has  not  proceeded  fropd  any  inattention  df  Oon- 
gress  or  any  of  their  servants  to  the  justice  due  to  those  officers. 
This  has  been  sufficieqtly  fek.  But  it  was  not  till  the  present 
moment,  that  their  efforts  to  furnish  such  a  sum  of  money  have 
been  successful.  The  whole  amount  of  arrears  to  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year,  is  about  ten  thoifsand  louis  d'ors. 

■I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  es- 
teeni  and  attachment,  Sir,  your  most  obedien^,  and  most  humble 
servant,    •  •    .  .      r  "  '      • 

■'  ,  yn:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    IX. 


TO   JOHN   JAY. 

'  '.         .       •    .       '  Paris,  August  JJ7, 1789. 

.'-Sir,  •  ,  . 

I  ani  hoii6r6d  with  your  favor  of  June  the  19th,  informing  me 
tha.t  permission  is  given  me  to  make  a  short  visit  to  my  dative 
country,  for  which  indulgence  I  beg  leave  to  return  ray  thanks  to 
the  President,  and  to  yourself,  Sir,  for  the  expedition  with  which 
you  were  so  good  as  to  forward  it,  after  it  was  obtained.  Being 
advised  that  October  is  the  best  month,  of  the  autumn  for  a  pas- 
sage to  America,  I  shall  wish  to  sail  about  the  first  of  that  month : 
and  as  I  have  a  family  with  me,  and  their  baggage  is  considerable, 
I  must  endeavor  to  find' a  vessel  bound  directly  for  Virginia,  if 
possible.  .        •- 

VOL    III.  r     3 
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My  last  letters  to  you  have  been  of  ilie  5tlj  and  12th  instant. 
Since  these,  I  received  information  from  our  bankers  in  Holland, 
that  they  had  money  in  hand  sufficient  to  answer  tlie  demands  for 
tlie  foreign  officers,  and  for  tiie  captives ;  and  that  moreover,  the 
residue  of  the  bonds  of  the  last  loan  were  engaged.  1  hereupon 
wrote  to  Mr.  Grand  for  an  exact  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary 
for  the  officers.  He  had  stated  it  to  me  as  being  forty-five  tliou- 
sand  siJc  hundred  and  fifty-two  livres  eleven  sous  six  deniers,  a 
year,  when  I  was  going  to  Holland  to  propose  the  loan  to  Mr. 
Adams,  and  at  that  sum,  you  will  see  it  waS  stated  in  die  estimate 
we  sent  you  from  Amsterdam.  He  now  informed  me  it  was  sixty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-thi'ee  livres  seventeen  sous 
ten  deniers,  a  year.  I  called  on  him  for  an  explanation.  He 
shewed  me  that  his  first  information  agreed  with  the  only  list  of 
the  officers  and  sums  then  in  his  possession,  and  his  last  with  a 
new  list  lately  sent  from  the  treasury  board  in  which  other  officers 
were  set  down,  who  had  been  omitted  in  the  first.  I  wrote  to  our 
bankers  on  account  of  this  error,  and  desired  to  know  whetlier, 
after  reserving  the  money  necessary  for  the  captives,  they  were 
in  condition  to  furnish  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  tliousand  livres 
for  the  officers.  They  answered  me  by  sending  die  money,  and 
the  additional  sum  of  twenty-six  thousand  livres,  to  complete  the 
business  of  the  medals.  I  delivered  the  bills  to  Messrs.  Grand 
and  company,  to  n^gotiat  and  pay  away ;  and  the  arretirs  to  the 
officers  to  the  first  dfiy  of  the  present  year,  are  now  in  a  course  of 
payment.  While  on  this  subject,  I  will  ask  that  an  order  may  be 
forwarded  to  the  bankers  in  Holland  to  furnish,  and  to  Mr.  Grand 
to  pay,  the  arrearages  which  may  be  due  on  the  first  of  January 
next.  The  money  being  in  hand,  it  would  be  a  pity  that  we 
should  fail  in  payment  a  single  day,  merely  for  want  of  an  order. 
The  bankers  further  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  our  credit  is  so 
much  advanced  on  the  exchange  of  Amsterdam,  that  we  may 
probably  execute  any  money  arrangements  we  may  have  occasion 
for,  on  this  side  the  water.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy 
of  their  letter.  They  have  communicated  to  "ne  apprehensions, 
that  another  house  was  endeavoring  to  obtain  tliC  business  of  our 
government.  Knowing  of  no  such  endeavors  myself,  I  have  as- 
sured them  that  I  am  a  stranger  to  any  applications  on  the  subject. 
At  the  same  time,  I  cannot  but  suspect  that  this  jealousy  has  been 
one  of  the  spurs,  at  least,  to  the  prompt  completion  of  our  loan. 
The  spirited  proceedings  of  the  new  Congress  in  the  business  of 
revenue,  has  doubdess  been  the  principal  one. 

An  engagement  has  taken  place  between  the  Russian  and  Sw^ 
dish  fleets  in  the  Baltic,  which  has  been  not  at  all  decisive,  no  ship 
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liaving  been  lost  oq  either  side.  Tlie  Swedes  claim  a  victory, 
because  they  remained  in  the  field  till  the  Russians  quitted  it. 
The  latter  effected  a  junction  soon  after  with  another  part  of  their 
fleet,  and  being  now  about  ten  ships  strongest,  the  Swedes  retired 
into  port,  and  it  is  imagined  they  will  not  appear  again  under  so 
great  disparity ;  so  that  the  campaign  by  sea  is  supposed  to  be 
finished.  Their  commerce  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  their  ene- 
mies :  but  they  have  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  die  Russians  to 
send  any  fleet  to  the  Mediterranean  this  year. 

A  revolution  has  been  effected  very  suddenly  in  tlie  bishoprick 
of  Ijiege.  Their  constitution  had  been  changed  by  force,  by  the 
reigning  sovereign,  about  one  hundred  years  ago.  This  subject 
had  been  lately- revived  and  discussed  in  print.  The  people  were 
at  length  excited  to  assemble  tumultuously.  They  sent  for  their 
Princ^  who  was  at  his  country  seat,  and  required  him  to  come  to 
the  town  house  to  hear  their  grievances.  Though  in  the  night, 
he  came  instantly,  and  was  obliged  to  sign  a  restitution  of  their 
anti^nt  constitution,  which  took  place  on  the  spot,  and  all  becartie 
f|uiet  without  a  drop  of  blood  spilt.  This  fact  is  worthy  notice, 
only  as  it  shews  the  progress  of  the  spirit  of  revolution. 

No  act  of  violence  has  taken  place  in  Paris  since  my  last,  ex- 
cept on  account  of  the  difference  between  the  French  and  Swiss 
guards,  whfch  gave  rise  to  occasional  single  combats,  in  which  five 
or  six  were  killed.  The  difference  is  made  up.  Some  misun- 
derstandings had  arisen  between  the  committees  of  the  different 
districts  of  Paris,  as  to  the  form  of  the  future  municipal  govern- 
ment. These  gave  uneasiness  for  a  while,  but  have  been  also 
reconciled.  Still  there  is  such  a  leaven  of  fermentation  remaihing 
in  the  body  of  the  people,  that  acts  of  violence  are  always  possible, 
and  are  quiie  unpunishable ;  there  being,  as  yet,  no  judicature 
which  can  venture  to  act  in  any  case,  however  small  or  great. 
The  country  is  becomipg  more  calm.  The  embarrassments  of  |he 
government,  for  want  of  money,  are  extreme.  The  loan  of  thirty 
millions  proposed  by  Mr.  Neckar,  has  not  succeeded  at  all.  No 
taxes  arp  paid.  A  total  stoppage  of  all  parent  to  the  creditors 
of  the  State  is  possible  every  moment.  These  form  a  great  mass 
in  the  city  as  well  as  country,  and  among  the  lower  class  of  people 
too,  w'lio  have  been  used  to  cany  their  little  savings  of  their  ^er-' 
vice  into  the  public  funds,  upon  life  rents  of  five,  ten,  twenty 
guineas  a  year,  and  many  of  whom  have  no  other  dependence  for 
daily  subsistence.  A  prodigious  number  of  servants  are  now  also 
thrown  out  of  employ,  by  domestic  reforms,  rendered  necessary 
by  the  late  events.  Add  to  this,  the  want  of  bread,  which  is  ex- 
tieme.    ^or  several  days"  past,  a  considerable  pro(x)rtion  of  the 
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people  have  been  without  bread  altogether ;  for  though  the  new 
harvest  is  begun,  there  is  neither  water  nor  wind  to  grind  the 
grain.  For  some  days  past  the  people  have  besieged  the  doors 
of  the  bakers,  scrambled  with  one  another  for  bread,  collected  in 
squads  all  over  the  city,  and  need  only  some  slight  incident  to  lead 
them  to  excesses  which  may  end  in,  nobody  can  tell  what.  The 
danger  from  the  want  of  bread,  however,  which  is  the  most  immi- 
nent, will  certainly  lessen  in  a  few  days.  What  turn  that  may 
take  which  arises  from  the  want  of  money,  is  difficult  to  be  fore- 
seen. Mr.  Nefckar  is  totally  witliout  influence  in  the  National 
Assembly,  and  is,  I  believe,  not  satisfied  with  this  want  of  impor- 
tance. That  Assembly  has  just  finished  their  bill  of  viglits.  The 
question  will  then  be,  whether  to  take  up  firs^  the  constitution  or 
the  business  of  finance.        -       •   -  <      .   •   <        -• 

No  plan  of  a  constitution  has  been  yet  given  in.  But  I  Qnn  state 
to  you  the  oudines  of  what  the  leading  members  have  in  contem*- 
plation.  The  executive  povver  in  a  hereditary  King,  with  power 
of  dissolving  the  legislature,  and  a  negative  on  their  laws ;  his 
authority  in  forming  treaties  to  be  greatly  restrained.  The  legis- 
lative to  be  a  single  House  of  representatives,  chosen  for  two  or 
tiiree  years.  They  propose  a  body  whom  tbey  call  a  Senate,  to 
be  chosen  by  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  as  our  federal  Senate  is, 
but  with  no  power  of  negativing  or  amending  laws  i  they  may  only 

•  remonstrate  on  duni  to  the  representatives,  who  will  decide  by  a 
simple  majority  the  ultimate  event  of  the  law.  This  body  \\'A\ 
therefore  be  a  mere  council  of  revision.  It  is  proposed  Uiat  they 
shall  be  of  a  certain  age  and  property,  and  be  for  life.  They  may 
make  them  also  their  court  of  impeachment.  They  will  suppress 
the  parliaments,  and  establish  a  system  of  judicature  somewhat  like 
that  of  England,  with  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases,  perhaps  also 
in  civil.  Each  province  will  have  a  subordinate  provincial  govern- 
ment, and  the  great  cities,  a  municipal  one  on  u  iree  basis.  These 
are  the  ideas  and  views  of  the  most  distinguished  members.  But 
they  may  suffer  great  modifications  from  the  Assembly,  and  the 
longer  the  delay,  tli#greater  will  be  the  modifications.  Consider- 
able interval  having  taken  place  since  any  popular  execution,  the 
aristocratic  party  is  raising  its  head.  Tliey  are  strengthened  by 
a  considerable  defection  from  tiie  patriots,  in  consequence  of  the 

'  general  suppression  of  the  abuses,  of  the  4th  of  August,  in  which 
many  were  interested.  Another  faction  too,  of  the  most  desperate 
views,  has  acquired  strength  in  the  Assembly,  as  well  as  out  of  it. 
Tliese  wish  to  dethrone  the  reigning  branch,  and  transfer  the  crown 
to  the  Duke  d'Orleans.     The  ijiciiibers  of  this  faction  are  mostly 
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persons  of  wicked  and  desperate  /brtunes,  who  have  notliing  at 
heart  but  to  pillage  from  the  wreck  of  their  country.  The  Duke 
himself  is  as  unprincipled  as  his  followers ;  sunk  in  debaucheries 
of  the  lowest  kind,  and  incapable  of  quitting  them  for  business; 
not  a  fool,  yet  not  head  enough  to  conduct  luiy  thing.  In  fact,  1 
suppose  him  used  merely  as  a  tool,  because  of  his  immense  wealtli, 
and  that  ho  acquired  a  certain  degree  of  popularity  by  his  first 
opposition  to  the  government,  then  credited  to  him  as  upon  virtu- 
ous motives.  He  is  certainly  borrowing  money  on  a  large  scale. 
He  is  in  understanding  with  the  court  of  London,  where  he  had 
beenbngin  habits  of  intimacy.  The  ministry  here  are  appre- 
hensive, that  that  ministry  will  support  his  designs  by  war.  I  have 
no  idea  of  this,  but  no  doubt,  at  tlie  same  time,  that  they  will  fur- 
nish him  money  liberally  to  aliment  a  civil  war,  and  prevent  the 
regeneration  of  this  country. 

.  It  was  suggested  to  me,  some  days  ago,  that  the  court  of  Ver- 
saiHes  were  treating  with  that  of  London,  for  a  surrender  of  their 
West  India  possessions,  in  consideration  of  a  great  sum  of  naoney 
to  reFreve  their  present  distress.  Eveiy  principle  of  common  sense 
was  in  opposition  to  this  fact;  yet  it  was  so  affirmed  as  to  merit 
inquiry.  I  became  satisfied  the  government  had  never  such  an 
idea ;  butthat  the  story  was  not  without  foundation  altogether ; 
that  something  like  this  was  in  contemplation  between  the  faction 
of  Orleans  and  the  court  of  London,  as  a  means  of  obtaining  mo- 
ney from  that  court.  In  a  conversation  vVith  the  Count  de  Mont- 
morin,  two  days  ago,  he  told  me  their  colonies  were  speaking  a 
language  which  gave  them  uneasiness,  and  fdr  which  there  was  no 
foundation.  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  any  thing  of  what  I  have  jiist 
mentioned.  He  appeared  unapprised  of  it,  but  to  see  at  once  that  it 
would  be  a  probable  speculation  between  two  parties  circumstanced 
and  principled  as  tliose  two  are.  I  apologised  to  him  for  the  in- 
quiries I  had  made  into  this  business,  by  observing  that  it  would 
be  mudi  against  our  interest,  that  any  one  power  should  monopo- 
lise all  tiie  West  India  islands.  'Parde,  assurement,'  was  his 
answer. 

.The  emancipation  of  their  islands  is  an  idea  prevailing  in  the 
minds  of  several  members  of  the  National  Assembly,  particularly 
those  most  enlightened  and  most  hberal  in  their  views.  Such  a 
step  by  this  country,  would  lead  t6  other  emancipations  or  revolu- 
tions in  the  same  quarter.  I  inclose,  you  some  papers  received 
from  Mr.  Carmicluiel,  relative  to  the  capture  of  one  oi  our  vessels 
by  a  Morocco  cruiser,  and  restitution  by  the  Emperor.  1  shall 
immediately  write  to  M.  Cliiappe,  to  express  a  proper  sense  of 
ihe   Kmperor's   friendly  dispositions  to  u^.     I    forward  also  \\vd 
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public  p^)ers  to  llie.  present  date  ;  and  iiave  the  honor  to  be,  xi^ith 
sentiments  of  the  most  perlbct  esteem  and  resi)ect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  i^ervant, 

*  .,  •  .         J      .  Th:  Jefferson. 


.  •  J     .    ■ 


LETTER   X.  . 


TO  JAMES  Madison. 


•  •:     .."      V  t     Paris,  AujjUBl  Jirt,  1769. 

Dear  Sir,  '  '.         '  ' 

My  last  to  you  was  of  July  the  22nil.  Since  that,  1  have  re- 
ceived yours  of  May  thfc  27th,  June  13th  and  30th.  The  tran- 
quillity of  the  city  has  not  been  disturbed  since  my  last.  Dissen- 
sions between  the  French  and  Swiss  guards  occasioned  some 
private  combats,  in  which  five  or  six  were  killed.  These  dissen- 
sions are  made  up.  The  want  of  bread  fpr  some  days  past,  has 
greatly  endangered  tlie  peace  of  the  city.  Some  get  a  little,  some 
none  at  all.  The  [)oor  are  the  best  served,  because  they  besiege 
perpetually  the  doors  of  the  bakers.  Notwithstanding  this  distress, 
and  the  palpable  imj)otence  of  the  city  administration  to  furnish 
bread  to  the  city,  it  was  not  till  yesterday,  that  general  leave  was 
given  to  the  bakers  to  go  into  the  country  and  buy  flour  for  them- 
selves, as  they  c^n.  This  will  soon  relieve  us,  becausie  the  wheat 
harvest  is  well  advanced.  Never  was  there  a  country  where  the 
practice  of  governing  too  much,  had  taken  deeper  root  and  done 
more  mischief.  Their  declaration  of  rights  ig  finished.  If  print- 
ed in  lime,  I  will  inclose  a  copy  with  this,  it  is  doubtful  .whether 
thcy  will  now  take  up  the  finance  or  the  cqnstitution  first.  The 
distress  for.  money  endangers  every  thing.  No  taxes  are  paid, 
and  no  monty  can  be  borrowed.  Mr.  Neckar  was  yesterday  to 
give  in  a  rtremoir  to  the  Assembly,  on  this  sdbjcct.  I  think  they 
will  give  him  leave  to  put  into  execution  any  plan  he  pleases,  so 
as  to  debarrass  diemselves  of  this,  and  take  up  that  of  the  consti- 
tution. No  plan  is  yet  reported  ;  but  the  leading  members. (with 
some  small  diiTerence  of  opinion)  have  in  contemplation  die  fol- 
lowing. The  executive  power  in  a  hereditary  King,  with  a  ne- 
gative on  laws,  and  power  to  dissolve  tlie  legislature  ;  to  be  con- 
siderably restrained  in  the  making  of  treaties,  and  limited  in  his 
expenses.  The  legislative. in  a  House  of  representatives.  They 
j*)ro(K)SC  a  Senate  also,  chosen  on  the  plan  of  our  fiideral  Senate  by 
the  Provincial  Assemblies,  but  to  be  for  life,  of  a  certain  age, 
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(they  talk  of  forty  years)  and  certain  weaJth,  (four  or  five  hun- 
dred guineas  a  year)  but  to  have  no  other  power  as  to  laws  but 
to  remonstrate  against  them  to  the  representatives,  who  will  then 
determine  their  fate  by  a  simple  majority.  This  you  will  readily 
perceive  is  a  mere  council  of  revision,  like  that  of  New  York, 
which,  in  order  to  be  something,  must  form  an  alliance  with  Ihe 
King,  to  avail  themselves  of  his  veto.  The  alliance  will  be  useful 
to  both,  and  to  the  nation.  The  representatives  to  be  chosen 
every  two  or  three  years.  The  judiciary  system  is  less  prepared 
than  any  other  part  of  the  plan ;  however;  they  will  abolish  the 
parliaments,  and  establish  an  order  of  judges  and  justices,  general 
and  provincial,  a  good  deal  like  ours,  with  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  ^ 
cases  certainly,  perhaps  also  in  civil.  The  provinces,  will  have 
Assemblies  for  their  provincial  government,  and  the  cities  a  muni- 
cipal body  for  municipal  government,  all  founded  on  the  basis  of 
popular  election.  These  subordinate  governments,  though  confi- 
pletely  dependent  on  the  general  one,  will  be  intrusted  with  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  details  wliich  our  State  governments  exer- 
cise. They  will  have  their  own  judiciary,  final  in  all  but  great 
cases,  the  executive  business  will  principally  pass  through  their 
hands,  and  a  certain  local  legislature  will  be  alio'  od  them.  In 
short,  ours  has  been  professedly  their  model,  iii  which  such 
changes  are  made  as  a  difference  of  circumstances  rendered  ne- 
cessary, and  some  others  neidier  necessary  nor  advantageous,  but 
into  which  men  will  ever  i'un,  when  versed  in  theory  and  new  in 
the  practice  of  government,  when  acquainted  wiUi  man  only  as 
they  see  him  in  their  books  and  not  in  the  world.  This  plan  will 
undoubtedly  undergo  changes  in  the  Assembly,  and  the  longer  it 
is  delayed,  the  greater  will  be  the  changes  ;  for  that  Assembly,  or 
rather  the  patriotic  part  of  it,  hooped  together,  herelofore,  by  a 
common  enemy,  are  less  compact  since  their  victory.  That 
enemy  (the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  aristocracy)  begins  to  raise  its 
head.  The  lees,  too,  of  the  patriotic  party,  of  wicked  jirinciples 
and  desperate  fortunes,  hoping  to  pillage  something  in  the  wreck 
of  their  country,  are  attaching  themselves  to  the  faction  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans :  that  faction  is  caballing  with  the  populace,  and 
intriguing  at  London,  the  Hague  and  Berlin,  and  have  evidently 
in  view  the  transfer  of  the  crown  to  tlie  Duke  of  Orleans.  He  is 
a  man  of  moderate  understanding,  df  no  principle,  absorbed  in 
low  vice,  and  incapable  of  abstrac  ing  himself  from  the  filth  of 
thnt,  to  direct  any  tiling  else.  His  name  and  his  money,  therefore, 
are  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  (iMj)ing  him.  *  * 
*■  *  *  Tlie^  may  produce  'a  tcmporarv  confusion,  and  even 
a  temporary  civil  war,  supported,  us  they  will  be,  by  the  money  of 
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England;  but  (hey  cannot  have 'siiccess  ultimately.  The  Kmg, 
the  nviHs  of  the  substantial  people  of  the  whole  country,  the  armyv 
and  the  influential  part  of  the  clergy,  form  a  firm  phalanx  which 
must  prevail.  Should  those  delays  which  necesskrily  attend  the 
deliberations  of  a  body  of  one  tnousand  two  hundred  men,  give 
timfe  to  this  plot  to  ripen  and  burst,  so  as  to  break  up  the.  Assem- 
bly before  any  thing  definitive  is  done,  a  constitution,  the  princi- 
ples of  which  are  pretty  w€fll  settled  in  the  minds  of  the  Assembly, 
will  be  proposed  by  the  national  militia,  {  *  *  *  *  *  ) 
urged  by  the  individuEll  members  of -the  Assembly,  signed  by  tlie 
King  and  supported  bv  the  nation, '  to  prevail  till  circumstances 
shall  permit  its  revision  and  more  regular,  sanction.  This  I  sup-* 
pose  the  jj^w  aller  of  their  affairs,  while  their  probable  eventis  a 
peaceable  settlement  of  them.  They  fear  a  war  frorh  England, 
Holland  and  Prljssia.'  I  think  England  wHl  give  money,  but  not 
make  war.  Holland  would  soon  be  a  fire,  internally,  were  .she  to 
be  embroiled  in  external  difficulties.  Prussia  must  know  this,  and 
act  accordingly. 

It  is  impossible  to  desire  better  dispositions  towards  us,  thhn 
prevail  iri  this  Assembly.  Our  proceedings  have  been  viewed  as 
a  model  for  them  on  every  occasion ;  and  though  in  the  heat  of 
debate,  men  are  generally  disposed  to  contradict  every  authority 
urged  by  their  opponents,  ours  has  been  treated  like  diat  of  the 
bible,  open  4jo  explanation,  but  not  to  question.  I  am  sorry  tliat 
in  the  moment  of  such  a  disposition,  any  thing  should  come  from 
us  to  check  it.  The  placing  them  on  a  mere  footing  with  the 
English^  will  have  this  effect.  When  of- two  nations,  the  one  has 
engaged  herself  in  a  ruinous  war  fot  us,  has  spent  her  blood  and 
money  to  save  .U3,_has  opened  her  bosom  to  us  in  peace,  and  re- 
ceived us  almost  on  the  footing  of  her  own  citizens,  while  the  other 
has  moved  heaven,  earth  and  hell  to  exterminate  us  in  war,  has 
in3i]4ted  us  in  all  her  councils  in  peace,  shut  he-  doors  to  us  in 
every  part  where  her  interests  would  admit  it,  libelled  us  in  fo- 
reign nations,  endeavored  to  poison  (hem  against  the  reception  of 
our  most  precious  commodities ;  to  place  these  two  n?itions  on  a 
footing,  is  to  give  a  great  deal  more  to  one  than  to  the  other,  if 
the  maxim  be  true,  that  to  make  unequal  quantities  equal,  you 
must  add  more  to  one  than  the  other.  To  say,  in  excuse,  that 
gratitude  is  nev6r  to  enter  into  the  motives  of  national  conduct,  is 
to  revive  a  principle  which  has  been  buried  for  cdrtturies  with  its 
kindred  pjrinciples  of  the  lawfulness  of  assassination,  poison,  per- 
jury, fcc;  All  of  these  were  legitimate  principles  Jn  the  dark 
ages  which  intervened  between  antient  and  modern  civilization, 
but  exploded  and  held  in  jiist  horror  in  the  eighteenth  centuify.    1 
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know  but  one  code  ot'  morality  for  men,  whether  acting  singly  or 
collectively.  He  who  says  I  will  be  a  rogue  when  I  act  in  com- 
pany with  a  hundred  others,  but  an  honest  man  when  I  act  alone, 
will  be  believed  in  the  former  assertion,  but  not  in  the  latter.  1 
would  say  with  the  poet  '  hie  niger  est,  hunc  tu  Romane  eavatoJ* 
If  the  morality  of  one  man  produces  a  just  line  of  conduct  in  him, 
acting  individually,  why  should  not  the  morality  of  o*-*;  hundred 
men  produce  a  just  line  of  conduct  in  them,  acting  together  ? 
But  I  indulge  myself  in  these  reflections  because  my  own  feelings 
run  me  into  them  ;  with  you  they  Xvere  always  acknowledged. 
Let  us  hope  that  our  new  government  will  take  some  other  occa- 
sion to  shew,  that  they  mean  to  proscribe  no  virtue  from  the  ca- 
nons of  their  conduct  with  other  nations.  In  every  other  instance, 
the  new  government  has  ushered  itself  to  tbe  world  as  honest, 
masculine  and  dignified.  It  has  shewn  genuine  dignity,  in  my 
opinion,  in  exploding  adulatory  titles ;  they  are  the  offerings  of 
abject  baseness,  and  nourish  that  degrading  vice  in  the  people. 

I  must  now  say  a  word  on  the  declaration  of  rights,  you  have 
been  so  good  as  to  send  me.  I  like  it,  as  far  as  it  goes ;  but  I  should 
have  been  for  going  further.  For  instance,  the  following  altera- 
tions and  additions- would  have  pleased  me.  Article  4.  'The 
people  shall  not  be  deprived  of  their  right  to  speak,  to  write,  or 
otherioue  to  publish  any  thing  but  false  facts  affecting  injuriously 
the  life,  liberty,  property  or  reputation  of  others,  or  affecting  the 
peace  of  the  confederacy  with  foreign  nations.  Article  7.  All 
facts  put  in  issue  before  any  judicature,  shall  be  tried  by  jury,  ex- 
cept, 1.  in  cases  of  admiralty  jurisdiction,  wherein  a  foreigner 
shall  be  interested;  2.  in  cases  cognizable  before  a  court  martial, 
concerning  only  the  regular  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United 
States,  or  members  of  die  militia  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war 
or  insurrection ;  and  3.  in  impeachments  allowed  by  the  consti- 
tution.    Article  8.  No  person  shall  be  held  in  confinement  more 

than days  after  he  shall  have  demanded  and  been  refused  a 

writ  of  habeas  corpus  by  the  judge  appointed  by  law,  nor  more 

than days  after  such  a  writ  shall  have  been  served  on  tlie 

person  hqlding  him  in  confinement,  and  no  order  given  on  due  ex- 
amination* for  his  remandment  or  discharge,  nor  more  than 

hours  in  any  place  at  a  greater  distance  than miles  from  the 

usual  residence  of  some  judge  authorised  to  issue  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus;  nor  shall  that  writhe  suspended  for  any  term  ex- 
ceeding one  year,  nor  in  any  place  more  than miles  distant 

from  the  State  or  encampment  of  enemies  or  of  Insurgents.  Ar- 
ticle 0.  Monopolies  may  be  allowed  to  persons  for  their  own  pro- 
ductions in  literature,  and  their  own  inventions  in  the  arts,  for  a  term 
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not  exceeding years,  but  for  no  longer  term,  and  no  other 

purpose.  Article  10.  All  troops  of  the  United  States  shall  stand 
ipso  facto  disbanded,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  their 
pay  and  subsistence  shall  have  been  last  voted  by  Congress,  and  all 
officers  and  soldiers,  not  natives  of  the  United  States,-  shall  be 
incapable  of  serving  in  their  armies  by  land,  except  during  a  fo- 
reign war.'  These  restrictions  I  think  are  so  guarded,  as  to  hin- 
der evil  only.  However,  if  we  do  not  have  them  now,  I  have  so 
much  confidence  in  my  countrymen,  as  to  be  satisfied  that  we  shall 
have  them  as  soon  "as  the  'degeneracy  of  our  government  shall 
render  them  necessary.  " 

I  have  no  certain  news  of  Pqul  Jones.  I  undcjfstand  only,  in 
a  general  way,  that  some  persecution  on  die  part  of  his  officers 
occasioned  his  beiog  called  to  jPetersburg,  and  «that  though  pro- 
tected against  then>by  the  Empress,  he  is  not  yet  restored  to  his 
station.  Silas  Deane  is  coming  over  to  finish  his  days  in  Ame- 
rica»  not  having  one  sous  to  subsist  on,  elsewhere.  He  is  a 
wretched  monument  of  the  consequences  of  a  departure  from 
•  right.  I  will,  boford  my  depfirture,  write  Colonel  Lee  fully  the 
measures  I  pursued  to  procure  success  in  his  business,  and  which 
as  yet  offer  little  hope;  and  I  shall  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Short  to  be  pursued,  if  any  prospi;ct  opens  on  him.  I  propose  to 
sail  from  Havre  as  soon  after  the  first  of  October  as  I  can  get  a 
vessel ;  and  shall  consequently  leave  this  place  a  week  earlier  than 
that.  As  my  daughters  will  be  with  me,  and  their  baggage  some- 
what more  than  that  of  mere  voijagcurcs,  I  shall  endeavor,  if  pos- 
sible, to  obtain  a  passage  for  Virginia  .directly.  Probably  I  shall 
be  there  by  the  last  of  November.  If  my  immediate  attendance 
at  New  York  should  be  requisite  for  any  purpose,  I  will  leave 
them  with  a  relation  near  Richmond,  and  [)roceed  immediately  to 
New  York.  But  as  I  do  not  foresee  any  pressing  purpose  for 
that  journey  immediately  on  my  arrival,  and  as  it  will  be  a  great 
saving  of  time,  to  finish  at  once  in  Virginia,  so  as  to  have  no  oc- 
casion to  return  there  after  having  once  gone  on  to  the  norUiward, 
I  expect  to  proceed  to  my  own  house  directly.  Staying  there  two 
months,  (which  I  believe  will  be  necessary)  and  allowiiig  for  the 
time  J  am  on  the  road,  I  may  expect  to  be  at  New  YorlF  in  Feb- 
ruary, and  to  embark  from  thence  or  some  eastern  port. 

You  ask  me  if  I  would  accept  any  appointment  on  that  side  of 
the  water?  You  know  die  circumstances  which  led  me  from  re- 
tirement, step  by  step,  and  from  one  nomination  to  anoUier,  up  to 
the  present.  My  object  is  a  return  to  the  same  retirement, 
whenever,  therefore,  I  quit  the  present,  it  will  not  be  to  engage  in 
any  otlier  office,  and  most  especially  any  one  which  would  require 
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a  constant  residence  from  home.     The  books  I  have  collected 
^for  you  will  go  off  for  Havre  in  three  or  four  days,  with  my  bag- 
gage.    From  that  port,  1  shall  try  t(f  send  them  lip  a  direct  occa- 
sion to  New  York. 

I  am,  wiUi  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  affection- 
ate friend  and  servant,  '  • 
n                               •                      '.       Th:  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  I  just  now  learn  thfit  Mr.  Neckar  proposed  yesterday  to 
the  National  Assembly  a  wan  of  eighty  millions,  on  terms  more 
tempting  to  the  lender  than  tiie  former,  atW  that  they  approved 
it,  leaving  him  to  arrange  the  details,  in  order  that  they  might  oc- 
cupy diemselves  at  dnce  about  the  constitution.  T.  J. 
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TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


'^  Paris,  Aptombcr  0,  1789. 

Dear  Sir,      W  ^ 

1  sit  down  to  write  to"  you,  without  knowing  bv  what  occasion  I 
shall  send  my  letter.  /  dc  it,  because  a  subject  comes  into  my 
head,  which  I  would  wish  to  devclope  a  little  more  than  i|^practi- 
cable  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment  of  making  up  general  despatches. 

The  question,  whether  one  generation  of  men  has  a  right  to 
bind  another,  seems  never  to  have  been  started  eitherwn  this  or 
our  side  of  the  water.  Yet  it  is  a  question  of  guch  consequences  as 
not  only  to  merh  decision,  but  place  also  jjmong  the  fundamental 
principles  of  every  government.  Tlie  course  of  reflection  in  which 
we  are  immersed  here,  on  the  elementaiy  principles  of  society, 
has  presented  this  question  to  my  mind  ;  and  that  no  such  obliga- 
tion can  be  so  transi^itted,  1  think  very  capable  of  proof.  1  set 
out  on  tliis»» ground,  which  I  suppose  to  be  self-evidenf.  that  the 
earth  belongs  in  imifruct  to  the  living :  that  the  dead**have  nei- 
ther powers  nor  rights  over  it.  The  portion  occupied  by  any  in- 
dividual ceases  to  be  his  wl#Bn  himself  ceases  to  be,  and  reverts 
to  the  society.  If  die  society  has  formed  no  rules  for  ihe  appro- 
priation of  its  lands  in  severf\lty,  it  will  be  taken  by  the  first' occu- 
pant^ and  these  will  generally  be  the  wife  and  children  of  the 
decedent.  If  they  have  formed  rules  of  appropriation,  those  rules 
may  give  it  to  the  wife  and  children,  or  to  some  (*ie  of  Uiem,  or  to 
the  lejplee  of  the  deceased.    So  they  may  give  it  to  his  creditor. 
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But  llje  child,  the  legatee  or  creditor,  takes  it  not  by  natural  right, 
r>  but  by  a  law  of  the  society  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  to  , 
which  he  is  l^bject.  Thfen,  no  man  can,  by  natural  right, 
oblige  the  lands  he  occupied,  or  the  persons  who  succeed  him 
in  that  occupation,  to  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  by  him. 
For  if  he  could,  he  might  during  his  own  life,  eat  up  the  usufruct 
of  the  lands  for  several  generations  to  come  ;  and  then  the  l^ds 
would  belong  to  the  dead,  and  not  to  the  living,  which  is  the  re- 
verse of  our  principle.  j^ 

What  is  true  of  every  member  oflhe  society,  individually,  is 
true  of  them  all  collectively ;  since  the  rights  of  the  whole  can  be 
no  mo/e  than  the  sum  of  the  rights  of  the  individuals.  To  eep 
our  ideas  clear  when  applying  them  to  a  multitude,  let  us  suppose 
a  whole  generation  of  men  to  be  born  on  the.  same  day,  to  attain 
mature  age  on  the  same  day,  and  to  die  on  the  same  day,  leaving 
a  succeeding  generation  in  the  moment  of  attaining  their  mature 
age,  all  together.  Let  the  ripe  age  be  supposed  of  twentv-one 
years,  and  their  period  of  life  thirtf-four  years  more,  thatnbeing 
the  average  term  given  by  the  bills  of  mortality  to  persons  of 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Each  successive  generation  wouldj  in 
this  way,  come  a;^ go  off  the  stage  at  a  ^ed  moment,  as  indi- 
viduals do  now.  xhen  1  say,  the  earth  b^mgs  to  each  of  these 
generations  during  its  course,  fully  and  in  its  own  right.  The 
second  generation  receives  it  clear  of  the  debts  and  incumbrances 
of  the^rst,  the  third  of  tlie  second,  and  so  on.  For  if  the  first 
'^  could  cnarge  it  with  a  debt,  then  the  earth  would  belong  to  the 
dead  and  not  to  the  living  generation.  Then,  no  generation  can 
contract  debts  greater  than  may  be  paid  during  the  course  of  its 
own  existence.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age,  they  may  bind  them- 
selves and  their  lands  for  thirty-four  years  to  come ;  at  twenty-two, 
for  thirty-three ;  at  twenty-three,  for  thirty-two  ;  and  at  fifty-four, 
for  one,year  only  ;, because  these  are  the  terms  of  life  which  re- 
main to  them  at  the  respective  epochs.  But  a  material  difference 
must  be  noted,  between  the  succession  of  aft  individual  and  that 
of  a  whole  generation.  Individuals  are  parts  only  of*  a  society, 
subject  to*the  laws  of  the  whole.  These  laws  may  appropriate 
the  portion  of  land  occupied  by  a  decedent,  to  his  creditor  rather 
than  to  any  other,  or  to  his  child,  on  condition  he  satisfies  the  cre- 
ditor. Big  when  a  whole  generation,  that  is,  the  whole  society, 
dies,  as  in  the  case  vve  have  supposed,  and  another  generation  or 
society  succeeds,  this  forms  a  whole,  and  there  is  no  superioj^who 
can  give  their  territory  to  a  third  society,  who  may  have  lent  mo- 
ney to  their  predecessors,  beyond  their  faculties  of  paying. 

What  is  true  of  geheralions  succeeding  one  another  aufixed 
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epochs,  as  has  been  supposed  for  clearer  conception,  is  true  for 
those  renewed  daily,  as  in  the  actual  course  of  nature.  As  a 
majority  oi  the  contracting  generation  will  continue  in  being  tliirty- 
four  }  ears,  and  a  new  majority  will  then  come  into  possession,  the 
former  may  extend  their  engagements  ta  tliat  term,  and  no  longer. 
The  conclusion,  then,  is,  that  neither  the  representatives  of  a  na- 
tion, npr  the  whole  nation  itself  assembled,  can  validly  engage 
debts  beyond  what  they  may  pay  in  their  own  time,  that  is  to  say, 
within  thirty-four  years  TOm  die  date  of  the  engagement. 

To  render  this  conclusion  palpable,  suppose  that  Louis  the  XIV. 
and  XV.  had  contracted  debts  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation, 
to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  milliards,  and  that  the  whole  had 
been  contracted  in  Holland.  The  interest  of  this  sum  would  be 
live  liundred  milliards,  which  is  tlie  whole  rent-roll  or  nett  4)ro- 
ceeds  of  the  territory  of  France.  Must  die  present  generation  of 
men  have  retired  froiii  tha#erritqry  in  which  nature  produces  them, 
and  ceded  it  to  Jj^e  Dutch  crecliiors  ?  No ;  they  have  the  same 
rights  over  the  sot  on  which  tlifey  were  produced,  as  the  preceding 
generations  had.  They  derive  these  rights  not  from  them,  but 
from  nature.  They,  then,  and  their  soil  are,  by  nature,  clear  of 
the  debts  of  their  predecessors.  To  present  this  in  another  iMint 
of  view,  suppose  Louis  XV.  and  his  cotemporary  generatiop,Tiad 
said  to  the  money  lenders  of  Holland,  give  us  money,  that  we 
may  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry  in  our  day ;  and  on  condition*  you 
will  demand  no  interest  till  tlie  end  of  thirty-four  years,  you  shall 
then,  for  ever  after,  receive  an  annual  interest  of  fifteen  per  cent. 
The  money  is  lent  on  these  conditions,  is  divided  among  the  peo- 
ple, eaten,  drunk,  and  squandered.  Would  the  present  generation 
be  obliged  to  apply  the  produce  of  the  earth  and  of  their  labor, 
to  replace  their  dissipations  ?     Not  at  all. 

I  suppose  that  the  received  opinion,  that  the  public  debts  of  one* 
generation  devolve  on  the  next,  has  been  suggested  by  our  seeing, 
habitually,  in  private  life,  that  he  who  succeeds  to  lands  is  required 
to  pay  the  debts  of  hjf  predecessor^  without  considering  that  this 
requisition  is  municipal  only,  not  moral,  flowing  from  the  will  of 
the  society,  which  has  found  it  convenient  to  appropriate  the  lands 
of  a  decedent  on  the  con^iition  of  a  payment  of  his  dettfe :  but  " 
that  between  ^ciety  and  society,  or  generation  and  generation, 
there  is  no  muqipipal  obligation,  no  ympire  but  the  law  of  nature. 

The  interest  of  the  national  debt  of  France«being,  in  fact,  bu? 
a  two  thousandth  part  of  its  rent-roll,  the  payment  of  it  is  practi-    ' 
cable  enough ;  and  so  becomes  a  question  merely  of  honor  or  of 
expediency*    But  with  respect  to  future  debts,  would  it  not  be 
wise  and  just  for  that  nation  to  declare  in  the  constitution  they  are 
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forming,  tlmt  neither  ihe  legislature  nor  the  nation  itself,  can 
validly  contract  more  debt  than  they  may  pay  within  their  own 
age,  or  within  the  term  of  thirty-four  years?  And  that  all  future 
contracts  shall  be  deemed  void,  as  to  what  shall  remain  unpaid  at 
the  end  of  thirty-four  years  from  their  date  ?  This  would  put  the 
lenders,  and  the  borrowers  also,  on  their  guard.  By  reducing 
too,  the  faculty  of  borrowing  within  its  natural  limits,  it  would  bri- 
dle the  spirit  of  war,  to  which  too  free^  course  has  been  pro- 
cured hy  the  in§ttention  of  money  lendCTs  to  this  law  of  nature, 
that  succeeding  generations  are  not  responsible  for  the  preced- 
ing. 

On  similar  ground  it  may  be  proved,  that  no  society  can  make 
a  perpetua'i  constitution,  or  even  a  perpetual  law.  The  earth  be- 
long! always  to  the  living  generation:  they  may  manage  it,  -then, 
and  what  proceeds  from  it,  as  they  please,  during  their  usufruct. 
They  are  masters,  too,  of  their  .pwn  ftersong,  and  consequently 
may  govern  them  as  they  please.  But  perMPs  and  property 
make  the  sum  of  the  objects  of  government.  ^!'he  constitution 
and  the  laws  of  their  predecessors  are  extinguished  then,  in  their 
natural  course,  with  those  whose  will  gave  them  being.  This 
couM  preserve  that  being,  till  it  ceased  to  be  itself,  and  no  longer. 
Every,  constitution,  then,  and  every  law,  natKrally  expires  at  the 
end  of  thirty-four  years.  If  it  be  enforced  longer,  it  is  an  act  of 
force' and  not  of  right.  It  may  bvj  said,  that  the  succeeding  gene- 
ration exercising,  in  fact,  the  power  of  repeal,  this  leaves  ihem 
as  free  as  if  the  constitution  or  law  had  been  expressly  limited  to 
thirty-four  years  only.  In  the  first  place,  this  objection  admits  the 
right,  in  proposinc^  an  equivalent.  But  the  power  of  repeal  is  not 
an  equivalent.  It  might  be,  indeed,  if  every  form  of  government 
were  so  perfectly  contrived,  that  the  will  of  the  majority  could 
%lways  be  obtained,  fairly  and  without  impediment.  But  this  is 
true  of  no  form.  The  people  cannot  assemble  themselves ;  their 
representation  is  unequal  and  vicious.  Various  checks  are  op- 
posed to  every  legislative  proposition.  Fao^bn^  get  possession  of 
the  public  councils,  bribery  corrupts  them,  personal  interests  lead 
them  astray  from  the  general  interests  of  their  constituents;  and 
other  ihpediments  arise,  so  as^to  prare  to  every  practical  man, 
that  a  law  of  limited  duration  is  much  more  manageable  than  one 
j|Vhich  needs  a  repeal.  » 

This  principle,  that  the  earth  belongs  to  the  living  and  not  to  the 
dead,  is  of  very  extensive  application  and  consequences  in  every 
country,  and  most  especially  in  France.  It  enters  into  the  reso- 
lution of  the  questions,  whether  the  nation  may  chaise  the  de- 
scent of  lands  holden  in  tail ;  whether  they  may  change  the  ap- 
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propriati(#k  of  lands  given  antiently  to  the  church,  to  hosp-itals, 
colleges,  orders  of  chivalry,  and  otherwise  in  perpetuity ;  v^ether 
tliey  may  abolish  the  chaiges  and  privileges  attached  on  lands, 
including  the  whole  catalogue,  ecclesiastical  and  feudal ;  it  goes 
to  hereditary  offices,  authorities  and  jurisdictions,  to  hereditary 
oi;derS;  distinctions  and  appellations,  to  perpetual  monLplies  in 
commerce,  the  arts  or  sciences,  with  a  Jong  train  of  e<  ceteras; 
and  it  renders  the  question  of  reimbursement,  a  question  of  gene- 
rosity and  not  of  right.  In  all  these  cases,  the  legislature  of  the 
day  could  authorise  such  appropriations  and  establishments  for 
their  own  time,  but  no  longer;  and  the  present  holders,  even 
where  they  or  their  ancestors  have  purchased,  art  in  the  case  of 
botfa  fide  purchasers  of  what  the  seller  had  no  right  convey. 

Turn  this  subject  in  your  mind,  my  Dear  Sir,  and  particularly 
as  to  the  power  of  contracting  debts,  and  develope  it  with  that 
cogent  logic  which  is  so  peculiarly  yours.  Your  station  in  the 
councils  of  otfr  country  gives  you  an  opportunity  of  producing  it 
to  public  consideration,  of  forcing  it  into  discussion.  At  first  blush 
it  may  be  laughed  at,  as  the  dream  of  a  theorist;  but  examination 
will  prove  it  to  be  solid  and  salutary.  It  would  furnish  matter  for 
a  fine  preamble  to  our  first  law  for  appropriating  the  public  reve» 
nue :  and  it  will  exclude,  at  the  threshold  of  our  new  government, 
the  ruinous  and  contagions  errors  of  this  quarter  of  the  globe, 
which  have  armed  despots  with  means  which  nature  does  not 
sanction,  for  binding  in  chains  their  fellow  men.  We  liave  already 
given,  in  example,  one  effectual  check  to  the  dog  of  war,  by 
transferring  the  power  of  declaring  war  from  tlie  executive  to  the 
legislative  body,  from  those  who  are  to  spend,  to  those  who  are  to 
pay.-  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  this  second  obstacle  held  out  by 
us  also,  in  the  first  instance.  No  nation  can  make  a  declaratioji 
against  the  validity  of  long  contracted  debts,  so  disinterestedly  as 
we,  since  we  do  not  owe  a  shilling  which  will  not  be  paid,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  by  the  measures  you  have  taken,  within  the  time 
of  our  own  lives.  I  write  you  no  news,  because  when  an  occa- 
sion occurs,  I  shall  write  a  separate  letter  for  that. 

I  am  always,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  af- 
fectionate friend  and  servant, 

Th  :  Jefferson.  • 
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•.  LETTER    Xll.  ,  ,     , 

THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO     DR.    GEM. 

The  liuiry  in  wliicli  1  wrote  my  letter  to  Mr.  Madison,  which  is 
in  your  hands,  occasioned  an  inattention  to  the  difference  between 
generations  succeeding  each  other  at  fixed  ejiochs,  and  genera- 
tions renewed  daily  and  hourly.  It  is  true  that  in  the  former  case, 
the  generation  when  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  may  contract  a 
debt  for  thirty-four  years,  because  a  majority  of  them  will  live  so 
long.  But  a  generation  consisting  of  all  ages,  and  which  legislates 
by  all  its  members  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  cannot  con- 
tract foB  so  long  a  time,  because  their  majority  will  be  dead  much 
sooner.  Buffon  gives  us  a  table  of  twenty-three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-four  deaths,  stating  the  ages  at  which  they 
happened.  To  draw  from  these  the  residt  I  have  occasion  for,  I 
suppose  a  society  in  which  twenty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-four  persons  are  born  every  year,  and  live  to  the  age  stated 
in  Buffon's  table.  Then,  the  following  inferences  may  be  drawn. 
Such  a  society  will  consist  constantly  of  six  hundred  and  seventeen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  three  persons,  of  all  ages.  Of  those 
living  at  any  one  instant  of  time,  one  half  will  be  dead  in  twenty- 
four  years  and  eight  months.  In  such  a  society,  ten  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  will  arrive  every  year  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  complete.  It  will  constantly  have  three  hundred 
and  forty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventeen  persons  of 
all  ages  atfove  twenty-one  years,  and  the  half  of  those  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  upwards  living  at  any  one  instant  of  time,  will  be 
dead  in  eighteen  years  and  eight  months,  or  say  nineteen  years. 

Then,  the  contracts,  constitutions  and  laws  of  eveiy  such  soci- 
ety become  void  in  nineteen  years  from  their  date. 


LETTER    XIIL 


TO    GENERAL    KNOX. 


Sir, 


Paris,  Septeiubur  12,  1769. 


In  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  some  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  informed  him  that 
a  workman  here,  had  undertaken  by  the  help  of  moulds  and  other 
means,  to  make  all  tlie  parts  of  tlie  musket  so  exactly  alike,  as 
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that,  mixed  together  promiscuously,  any  one  part  should  serve 
equally  for  every  musket.     He  had  then  succeeded  as  to  the  lock 
both  of  the  officer's  fusil  and  iiie  soldier's  rausket.     From  a  pro- 
miscuous collection  of  parts,  I  pot  together  myself  half  a  dozen 
locks,  taking  the  first  pieces  which  came  to  hand.     He  has  now  • 
completed  the  barrel,  stock  and  mounting  of  the  officer's  fusil,  and  * 
is>  proceeding  on  those  of  the  soldier's  musket.     This  method  of 
forming  the  fire  arm  appears  to  me  so  advantageous  when  repairs 
become  necessary,  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  not  only  to.  mention 
to  you  the  progress  of  this  artist,  but  to  purchase  and  send  you 
half  a  dozen  of  his  officer's  fusils.     They  are  packed  in  i  box  ^ 
marked  T.  J.  No.  36,  and  are  sent  to  Havre,  from  whence  they 
shall  be  forwarded  to  New  York.     The  barrels  and  furniture  are 
to  their  stocks^  to  prevent  the  warping  of  the  wood.     The  locks 
are  in  pieces.     Yon  will  find  with  tliem  tools  for  putting  them   -^ 
together,  also  a  single  specimen  of  his  soWfer's  lock.    He  Ibrmefly 
told  me,  and  still  tells  me,  that  he  shall  be  able,  after  a  while,  to 
funfish  them  cheaper  than  the  common  musket  of  the  same  qual- . 
ity,  but  at  first,  they  m^H  not  be  so  cheap  in  the  first  cost,  though 
the  economy  in  repairs  will  make  them  so  in  the  end.     He  caqnot 
tell  me  exactly,  at  what  price  he  can  furnish  them.     Nor  will  he 
be  able,  immediately,  to  furnish  any  great  quantity  annually ;  but 
with  the  aid  of  the  government,  he  expects  to  enlarge  his  establish*  . 
ment  greatly.    If  the  situation  of  the  finances  of  this  country  should 
oblige  the  government  to  abandon  him,  h?  woukl  prefer  removing    • 
with  all  his  people  and  implements  to  America,  if  we  should  de- 
sire to  establish  such  a  manufacture,  and  he  would  expect  our 
government  to  take  all  his  impliements,  on  their  own  account,  at 
what  they  have  cost  him.     He  talked  of  about  three  thoqsand 
guineas.     I  trouble  you  with  these  details,  and  with  the  samples, 
1 .  that  you  may  give  the  idea  of  such  an  improvement  to  our 
own  workmen,  if  you  think  it  might  answer  any  good  end.  2.  That 
all  the  arms  he  shall  have ;  for  sale,  may  be  engaged  for  our  go- 
vernment, if  he  continues  here,  and  you  think  it  important  to  en- 
gtqge  them.     3.  That  you  may  consider,  and  do  nae  the  honor  of  , 
communicating  your  determination,  wWher,  in  the  event  of  his  ; 
establishment  being  abandoned  by  this*government,  it  might  be- 
thought worth  while  to  transfer  it  to  the  United  States,  on  conditions  .' 
sortfewhat  like  those  he  has  talked  of. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

•--<(*.>  Th;  Jefferson.  I*" . 


i^  '  VOL..    III. 


■■■W: 


■V>l^ 


-r*  >*>: 


J^t^i. 


ilK  ^  ■ 


^\^m/: 


34 


•*» 


■.df,-* 


1.  BTTER     XIV 


..1,1" 


'  t  > 


TO    E.    RUTLEDOE. 


.-  V 


,•  ,         Paris,  September  18,  1789. 

Dear  Sir,  *     • 

I  have  duly  received  your  favor  by  Mr.  Cutting,  inclosing  the 
paper  from  Doctor  Trumbull,  for  which  I  am  very  thankful.  The 
conjecture  that  inhabitants  may  have  been  carried  from  the  coast 
of  Africa  to  that  of  America,  by  the  trade  winds,  is  possible 
enough;  and  its  probability  would  be  greatly  strengthened  by  as- 
certaining a  similarity  of  language,  which  I  consider  as  the  strongest 
of  all  proofs  of  consanguinity  among  nations.  Still  a  question 
would  remain  between  the  red  lueu  of  tlie  eastern  and  western 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  which  is  the  stock,  and  which  the  shoot  ?  If 
a  fact  be  true,  which  I  suspect  to  be  true,  that  there  is  a  much 
greater  number  of  radical  languages  among  those  of  America  than 
among  those  of  the  other  hemisphere,  it  would  be  a  proof  of  su- 
perior antiquity,  which  I  can  conceive  no  arguments  strong  enough 
to  overrule. 

When  1  received  your  letter,  the  time  of  my  departure  was  too 
near,  to  permit  me  to  obtain  information  from  Consiantipople,  rela- 
tive to  the  demand  and  price  of  rice  there.  I  therefore  wrote  to 
a  merchant  at  Marseilles,  concerned  in  the  Levant  trade,  for  the 
prices  current  of  rice  at  Constantinople  and  at  Marseilles  for  several 
years  past.  He  has  sent  me  only  the  present  price  at  Marseilles, 
and  that  of  a  particular  cargo  at  Constantinople.  I  send  you  a 
cc^y  of  his  letter.  The  Algerines  form  an  obstacle  ;  but  the  ob- 
ject of  our  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  is  so  immense,  that 
we  ought  to  surmount  that  obstacle,  and  I  believe  it  could  be  done 
by  means  in  our  power,  and  which,  instead  of  fouling  us  with  the 
dishonorable  and  criminal  baseness  of  France  and  England,  will 
place  us  in  the  road  to  respect  with  all  the  world. 

I  have  obtained,  and  inclose  to  you,  a  state  of  all  the  rice  im- 
ported into  this  country  in  the  course  of  one  year,  which  shews  its 
annual  consumption  to  be  between  eighty-one  and  eighty-two 
thousand  quintals.  I  think  you  may  supplant  all  the  other  furnish- 
in''  States,  except  as  to  what  is  consumed  at  Marseilles  and  its 
neif^^hborhood.  In  fact,  Paris  is  the  place  of  main  consumption. 
Havre,  therefore,  is  the  port  of  deposit,  where  you  ought  to  have 
one  or  two  honest,  intelligent  and  active  consignees.  The  ill 
success  of  a  first  or  second  experiment  should  not  damp  the  en- 
deavors to  open  this  market  hilly,  but  the  obstacles  should  be 
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forced  by  perseverance.  1  have  obtained  from  different  quarters 
seeds  of  the  dry  rice  ;  but  having  had  time  to  try  them,  I  find  they 
will  not  vegetate,  having  been  too  long  kept.  I  have  still  several 
other  expectations  from  the  East  Indies.  If  this  rice  be  as  good, 
the  object  of  health  will  render  it  worth  experiment  with  you. 
Cotton  is  a  precious  resource,  and  which  cannot  fail  with  you.  I 
wish  the  cargo  of  olive  plants  sent  by  the  way  of  Baltimore,  and 
that  which  you  will  perceive  my  correspondent  is  preparing  now 
to  send,  may  arrive  to  you  in  good  order.  This  is  the  object  for 
the  patriots  of  your  country  ;  for  that  tree  once  established  there, 
will  be  the  source  of  the  greatest  wealth  and  happiness.  But  to 
insure  success,. perseverance  may  be  necessary.  An  essay  or  two 
may  fail.  I  think,  therefore,  that  an  annual  sum  should  be  sub- 
scribed, and  it  need  not  be  a  great  one.  A  common  country  la- 
borer should  be  engaged  to  make  it  his  sole  occupation,  to  pre- 
pare and  pack  plants  and  berries  at  Marseilles,  and  in  the  autumn 
to  go  with  them  himself  through  the  canal  of  Languedoc  to  Bour- 
deaux,  and  there  to  stay  vvith  diem  till  he  can  put  them  on  board 
a  vessel  bound  directly  to  Charleston ;  and  this  repeated  an- 
nually, till  you  have  a  sufficient  stock  insured,  to  propagate  from 
without  further  importation.  I  should  guess  diat  fifty  guineas  a  year 
would  do  this,  and  if  yoU  think  proper  to  set  such  a  subscription 
afoot,  write  me  down  for  ten  guineas  of  the  money,  yearly,  dur- 
ing my  stay  in  France,  and  offer  my  superintendance  of  the  busi- 
ness on  this  side  the  water,  if  no  better  can  be  had. 

Mr.  Cutting  does  full  justice  to  the  honorable  disppsitions  of 
the  legislature  of  Soutii  Carolina  towards  their  foreign  creditors. 
None  have  yet  come  into  the  propositions  sent  to  me,  except  the 
Van  Staphorsts. 

The  danger  of  famine  here,  has  not  ceased  with  a  plentiful 
harvest.  A  new  and  unskilful  administration  has  not  yet  got  into 
the  way  of  bringing  regular  supplies  to  the  Capital.  We  are  in 
danger  of  hourly  insurrection  for  the  want  of  bread  ;  and  an  in- 
surrection once  begun  for  that  cause,  may  associate  itself  with 
those  discontented  for  other  causes,  and  produce  incalculable 
events.  But  if  the  want  of  bread  does  not  produce  a  commence- 
ment of  disorder,  I  am  of  opinion  the  other  discontents  will  be 
stifled,  and  a  good  and  free  constitution  established  without  oppo- 
sitiot\  In  fact,  the  mass  of  the  people,  the  clergy  and  aimy  (ex- 
cepting the  higher  orders  of  the  three  bodies)  are  in  as  compact 
an  union  as  can  be.  The  National  Assembly  have  decided  that 
their  executive  shall  be  hereditary,  and  shall  have  a  suspensive 
negative  on  the  laws ;  that  the  legislature  shall  be  ol  one  House, 
annual  in  its  sessiou.s  and  biennial  in  its  elections.     Their  de- 
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claration  of  right?  will  give  you  their  other  general  views,  i  am 
just  on  my  departure  for  Virginia,  where  the  arrangement  of  my 
afiairs  will  detain  me  the  winter ;  after  which  (say  in  February) 
I  shall  go  on  to  New  York,  to  embark  from  some  northern  port  for 
France.  In  the  mean  while  and  always,  I  am  with  great  and  sin- 
cere esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant. 

Th:  Jefferson.    . 
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LETTER    XV 


TO    JOHN    JAY. 


.*.« 


Sir, 


■..^' 


Paris,  September  19;  i78f>. 


1  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  30th  of  tiie  last  month. 
Since  that,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  consigning  to  you  a  box  of 
officer's  muskets,  containing  half  a  dozen,  made  by  the  person  and 
on  the  plan  which  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  letter  which  1  cannot 
turn  to  at  this  moment,  but  I  think  it  was  of  the  year  1785.  A 
more  particular  account  of  thenft  you  will  find  in  the  inclosed  copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  have  written  to  General  Knox.  The  box  is 
marked  T.  J.  No.  36,  is  gone  fo  Havre,  and  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  by  the  first  vessel  bound  to  New  York,  by  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Cutting,  an  American  gentlcnan  establishing  himself  there. 

Recalling  to  your  mind  the  account  I  gave  you  of  the  number 
and  size  of  ships  fitted  out  by  the  English  last  year,  for  the  north- 
ern whale  fishery,  and  comparing  with  it  what  they  have  fitted  out 
this  year,  for  the  same  fishery,  the  comparison  will  stand  thus : 
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1788.  • 
-     1789..- 

Difference. 


VeMeli. 

265 

178 
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Tons. 

75,430 
51,473 

23,963 


Men. 

10,710 
7,476 

3,234 
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By  which  you  will  perceive,  that  they  have  lost  a  third  of  thai 
fishery  in  one  year,  whit^h  I  tiiink  almost  entirely,  if  not  quite,  as- 
cribable  to  the  shutting  the  French  ports  against  their  oil.  I  have 
no  account  of  their  southern  fishery  of  the  present  year. 

As  soon  as  1  was  informed  that  oiir  bankers  had  the  money 
ready  for  the  redemption  of  our  captives,  I  went  lo  the  Genejral 
of  the  order  of,  the  Holy  Trinity,  who  retained  all  ius  dispositions 
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to  aid  us  in  that  business.  Having  a  very  confidential  agent  at 
Marseilles,  belter  acquainted  than  himself  with  the  details,  he  wrqte 
to  him  for  his  opinion  and  information  on  tlie  subject.  I  inclose 
you  a  copy  of  his  answer,  the  original  of  which  Was  communicated 
to  me.  ]  thereupon  have  autliorised  the  Geperal  to  go  as  far  as 
three  thousand  livres  a  head,  .for  our  captives,  and  for  diis  pur- 
pose, to  adopt  the  plan  proposed,  of  sending  one  of  his  own  reli- 
gion at  our  expense,  (which  will  be  small)  or  any  other  plan  he 
thinks  best.  The  honesty  and  goodness  of  his  character  places 
us  in  safety  in  his  hands.  To  leave  him  without  any  hesitation  in 
engaging  himself  for  such  a  sum  of  money,  it  was  necessary  to 
de|)osit  it  in  a  banker's  hands  here.  Mr.  Grand's  were  agreeable 
to  him,  and  I  have  therefore  desired  our  banker  at  Amsterdam,  to 
remit  it  here.  I  do  not  apprehend,  in  the  progress  of  the  present 
revolution,  any  thing  like  a  general  bankruptcy  which  should  per- 
vade the  whole  class  of  bankers.  Were  such  an  event  to  appear 
imminent,  the  excessive  caution  of  the  house  of  Grand  and  cotn- 
-pany,  establishes  it  in  the  general  opinion  as  the  last  that  would 
give  way,  and  consequently  would  give  lime  to  withdraw  this 
money  from  their  hands.  Mr.  Short  will  attend  lo  this,  and  will 
withdraw  the  money  on  the  first  well  founded  appearance  of  dan- 
ger. He  has  asked  me  what  he  shall  do  with  it?  Because  it  is 
evident,  that  when  Grand  cannot  be  trusted,  no  other  individual  at 
Paris  can,  and  a  general  bankruptcy  can  only  ue  the  effect  of  such 
disorders,  as  would  render  every  private  house  an  insecure  deposit. 
1  have  not  hesitated  to  say  to  him,  in  such  an  event,  'pay  it  to  the 
government.'  In  this  case,  it  becomes  only  a  change  of  destina- 
tion and  no  loss  at  all.  But  this  has  passed  between  us  for  greatei 
caution  only,  and  on  the  worst  case  supposable  :  for  though  a  sus- 
pension of  payment  by  government  might  affect  the  bankers  a 
little,  I  doubt  if  any  of  them  have  embarked  so  much  in  the  hands 
of  government  as  to  endanger  failure,  and  especially  as  they  have 
had  such  long  warning. 

You  will  have  known,  that  the  ordinance  passed  by  M.  de  Chil- 
lon  in  St.  Domingo,  for  opening  ports  to  our  importations  in  an- 
other p9rt  of  the  island,  was  protested  against  by  Marbois.  He 
had  always  led  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne  by  the  nose,  while  Go- 
vernor of  that  island.  Marbois'  representations,  and  Luzerne's 
prepossessions  against  our  trade  with  their  colonies,  occasioned 
him,  as  minister  of  dial  department,  not  only  to  reverse  the  ordi- 
nance, but  to  recall  Chillon  and  send  out  a  successol*.  Chilion 
has  arrived  here,  and  having  rendered  hinjself  very  popular  in  the 
islands,  their  deputies  in  the  National  Assembly,  have  brpught  the 
question  before  them.     The  Assembly  has  done  nothing  more,  as 
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yet,  than  to  appoiiit  a  eoininittee  of  inquiry.  So  much  oi"  Chil- 
lon's  ordinance  as  admitted  the  importation  of  our  provisions,  is 
continued  for  a  time.  M.  de  Marbois,  too,  is  recalled,  I  know  not 
why  or  how.  M.  de  la  Luzerne's  conduct  will  probably  come 
under  view  only  incidentally  to  the  general  question  urged  by  the 
colony  deputies,,  whether  tbiey  shall,  not  be  free  in  future,  to  pro- 
cure provisions  where  they  can  procure  them  cheapest?  But  the 
deputies  are  disposed  to  treat  M.  de  la  Luzerne  roughly.  This, 
with  the  disgrace  of  his  brother,  the  bishop  de  Langres,  turned 
out  of  the  presidentship  of  the  National  Assembly;  for  partiality  in 
office  to  the  aristocratic  principles,  and  the  disfavor  of  the  As- 
sembly towards  M.  de  la  Luzerne  himself,  as  having  been  formerly 
of  the  jjlot  (as  they  call  it)  with  Breteuil  and  Broglio,  will  proba- 
bly occasion  him  to  be  out  of  office  soon.  •  '  ,  f^ . 

The  treasury  board  have  no  doubt  attended  to  the  necessity  of 
giving  timely  orders  for  the  payment  of  the  February  interest  at 
Amsterdam.  I  am  well  informed  that  our  credit  is  now  the  first 
at  tliat  exchange,  (England  not  borrowing  at  present.)  Our  five 
per  cent  bonds  have  risen  to  ninety-seven  and  ninety-nine.  They 
have  been  heretofore  at  ninety-three.  There  are,  at  this  time, 
several  companies  and  individuals  here,  in  England  and  Holland, 
negotiating  to  sell  large  parcels  of  our  liquidated  debt.  A  bargain 
was  concluded  by  one  of  these  the  other  day,  for  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  In  the  present  state  of  our  credit,  every  dollar 
of  this  debt  will  probably  be  transferred  to  Europe  within  a  short 
rime. 

September  the  20th.-  The  combination  of  bankers  and  other 
ministerial  tools,  had  led  me  into  the  error  (when  T  wrote  my  last 
letter)  into  which  they  had  led  most  people,  that  the  loan  lately 
opened  here,  went  on  well.  The  truth  is,  that  very  litde  has  been 
borrowed,  perhaps  not  more  than  six  or  eight  millions.  The  King 
and  his  ministers  were  yesterday  to  carry  their  plate  to  the  mint. 
The  ladies  are  giving  up  their  jewels  to  the  National  Assembly. 
A  contribution  of  plate  in  the  time. of  Louis  XV.  Ui  said  to  have 
carried  about  eight  millions  to  the  treasury.  Plate  is  much  more 
common  now,  and  therefore,  if  the  example  prevail  now  in  the 
same  degree  it  did  then,  it  will  produce  more.  The  contribution 
of  jewels  will  hardly  be  general,  and  will  be  unproductive.  Mr. 
Neckar  is,  on  the  25th,  to  go  to  the  Assembly,  to  make  some  pro- 
position.    The  hundredth  penny  is  tglked  of. 

The  Assembly  proceeds  slowly  in  the  forming  their  constitution. 
The  original  vice  of  their  numbers  causes  this,  as  well  as  a  tumul- 
tuous manner  of  doin^  business.  They  have  voted  that  the  elec- 
tions of  the  legislature  shall  be  biennial ;  that  it  shall  be  of  a  single 
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body  ;  but  Uiey  have  not  yet  decided  what  shall  be  its  number, 
or  whether  they  shall  be  all  in  one  room,  or  in  two,  (which  they 
call  a  division  into  sections).  They  have  determined  that  the 
King  shall  have  a  suspensive  and  iterative  veto  :  that  is,  tliat  after 
negativing  a  law,  it  cannot  be  presented  again  till  aftCF  a  new  elec- 
tion. If  he  negatives  it  then,  it  cannot  be  presented  a  third  time 
till  after  another  new  election.  If  it  be  then  presented,  he  is 
obliged  to  pass  it.  This  is  perhaps  justly  considered  as  a  more 
useful  negative  tlian  an  absolute  one,  which  a  King  would  be  afraid 
to  use.  Mr.  Neckar's  influence  with  the  Assembly  is  nothing  at 
alii  Having  written  to  theiii,  by  order  of  the  King,  on  the  subject 
of  the  veto,  before  it  was  decided,  they  refused  to  let  his  letter'be 
read.  Again,  lately,  when  they  desired  the  sanction  of  the  King 
to  their  proceedings  of  the  fourth  of  August,  he  wrote  in  the  King's 
name  a  letter  to  them,  remonstrating  against  an  imme  iiate  sanc- 
tion to  the  whole  ;  but  they  persisted,  and  the  sanction  Was  given. 
His  disgust  at  this  want  of  influence,  together  with  the  great  diffi- 
culties of  his  situation,  make  it  believed  that  he  is  desirous  of 
resigning.  The  public  stocks  were  extremely  low  the  day  before 
yesterday.  The  caisse  d'escompte  at  three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty,  and  the  loan  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions, 
of  1784,  was  at  fifteen  per  cent  loss.  Yesterday  they  rose  a  little. 
The  sloth  of  the  Assembly  (unavoidable  from  their  number) 
has  done  the  most  sensible  injury  to  the  p  ilic  cause.  The  pa- 
tience of  a  people  who  have  less  of  that  quality  than  any  ether 
nation  in  the  world,  is  worn  thread-bar^:'.  Time  has  been  given 
to  the  aristocrats  to  recover  from  their  panic,  to  cabal,  to  sow  dis- 
sensions in  the  Assembly,  and  distrust  out  of  it.  It  has  been  a 
misfortune,  that  the  King- and  aristocracy  together  have  not  been 
able  to  make  a  sufficient  resistance,  to  hoop  the  patriots  in  a  com- 
pact body.  Having  no  common  enemy  of  such  force  as  to  render 
their  union  necessary,  Uiey  have  suffered  themselves  to  divide. 
The  Assembly  noW  consists  of  four  distinct  parties.  1.  The 
aristocrats,  comprehending  the  higher  members  of  the  clergy,  mil- 
itary, nobility,  and  the  parliaments  of  the  whole  kingdom.  This 
forms  a  head  without  a  body.  2.  The  moderate  royali^*s,  who 
wish  for  a  constitution  neariy  similar  to  that  of  England.  3.  The 
republicans,  wIk)  are  willing  to  let  their  first  magistracy  be  heredi- 
tary, bvt  to  make  it  very  subordinate  to  the  lep;islature,  and  to  have 
that  legislature  consist  of  a  single  chamber.  4.  The  faction  of 
Orleans.  The  second  and  third  descriptions  are  composed  of 
honest,  well  meaning  men,  differing  in  opinion  only,  but  both  wish- 
ing the  estabHshment  of  as  great  a  degree  of  liberty  as  can  be  pre- 
served.   They  are  considered  togeth*?r  as  constituting  the  patriotic 
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part  of  the  Assembly,  and  ihey  are  l^upported  by  the  soldiery  of 
the  army,  the  sbldiery  of  tlie  clergy,  that  is.  to  say,  the  Cures  arid 
fnoirics,  the  dissenters,-  and  part  of  tlie  nobility  which  is  small,  and 
the  substantial  Bourgeoisie  of  the  whole  nation.  The  part  of  these 
collected  in-  the  cities,  have  fortned  themselves  into  municipal 
bodies;  have  chosen  municipal  representatives,  and  have  organised 
an  armed  corps,  considerably  more  numerous  in  the  whole  than 
the  regular  army.  They  hav6  also  the  ministry,  such  as  it  is,  and 
as  yet,  the  Kihg,  Were  the  second  ^nd  third  parties,  or  rather 
these  sections  of  the  same  party,  to  separate  entirely,  this  great 
mass  of  power  and  wealth  would  be  split,  no  body  knows  how. 
But  I  do  not  think  they  will  separate;  because  they  have  the  same 
honest  views ;  because,  each  being  Confident  of  the  rectitude  of 
the  other,  there  is  no  rancoi:  between  them ;  because  they  retain 
the  desire  of  coalescing.  In  order  to  effect  this,  they  not  long  ago 
proposed  a  conference,  and  desired  it  might  be  at  my  hpuse, 
which  gaye  me  an  oppcMrtunity  of  judging  of  their  views.  They 
discussed  together  their  points  of  difference  for  six  hours,  and  in 
the  course  of  discussion  agreed  on  mutual  sacrifices-  The  effect 
of  this  agreement  has  been  considerably  defeated  by  the  subse- 
quent proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  has 
been  through  any  infidelity  of  the  leaders  to  the  compromise  they 
had  agreed  on.  Another  powerful  bond  of  Union  between  these 
two  parties,  is  our  friend  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  He  left  the 
Assembly  while  they  as  yet  fortned  but  one  party.  Hiif  attach- 
ment to  both  is  equal,  and  he  labors  incessantly  to  keep  them  to- 
gether. Should  he  be  obliged  to  take  part  against  ^ther,  it  will 
be  against  that  which  shall  first  pass  the  Rubicon  of  reconciliation 
with  the  other.  I  should  hope,  in  this  event,  that  his  weight  would 
be  sufficient  to  turn  the  scale  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  other.  His 
command  of  the  arfned  militia  of  Paris,  (thirty  thousand  in  num- 
ber, an^  comprehending  the  French  guards  who  are  five  thou- 
sand regulars)  and  his  influence  with  the  municipality  would  secure 
tl^eir  city:  and  though  the  armed  militia  and  municipalities  of  the 
other  cities  are  in  no  wise  subordinate  to  those  of  Paris,  yet  they 
look  up  to  them  with  respect,  and  look  particulsirly  to  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  as  leading  always  to  the  rights  of  ihe  people.  This 
turn  of  things  is  so  probable,  that  I  do  not  think  cither  section  of 
the  patriots  will  venture  on  any  act,  which  will  place  themselves 
in  opposition  to  him.  - 

This  being  the  face  of  things,  troubled  as  you  will  perceive, 
civil  war  is  much  talked  of  and  expected  ;  and  this  talk  and  ex- 
pfectat'Ci!  has  a  tendency  to  beget  it.  What  are  the  events  which 
may  produce  it?    1.   The  want  of  bread,  were  it  to  produce  a 
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commencement  of  disorder,  might  ally  itself  to  more  permanent 
causes  of  discontent,  and  thus  continue  the  cfiuct  beyond  its  first 
cause.  The  scarcity  of  bread,  which  continues  very  great  amidst 
a  plenty  of  corn,  is  an  enigma  which  can  be  solved  only  by  ob- 
serving, that  the  furnishing  the  city  is  in  the  new  municipality,  not 
yet  masters  of  their  trade.  2.  A  public  bankruptcy.  Great 
numbers  of  the  lower  as  well  as  higher  classes  of  the  citizens,  de- 
pend for  subsistence  on  their  property  in  the  public  funds.  3. 
The  absconding  of  the  King  from  Versailles.  This  has  for  some 
time  been  apprehended  as  possible.  In  consequence  of  this  ap- 
prehension, a  person  whose  inlormation  would  have  weight,  wrote 
to  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  adjuring  him  to  prevent  it  by  every 
possible  means,  and  assuring  him  that  the  flight  of  the  King  would 
be  the  signal  of  a  St.  Barthclemi  against  the  aristocrats  in  Paris, 
and  perhaps  through  the  kingdom.  M.  de  IMontmorin  shewed 
the  letter  to  the  Queen,  who  assured  him  solemnly  that  no  such' 
thing  was  in  contemplation.  His  shewing  it  to  the  Queen,  proves 
he  entertained  the  same  mistrust  with  the  public.  It  may  be  ask- 
ed, what  is  the  Queen  dis|M)sed  to  do  in  the  present  situation  of 
things?  Whatever  rage,  pi'ide  and  fear  can  dictate  in  a  breast 
which  never  knew  the  presence  of  one  moral  restraint. 

Upon  die  whole,  I  do  not  see  it  as  yet  probable  that  any  actual 
commotion  will  take  place ;  and  if  it  does  take  place,  1  have  strong 
confidence  that  die  patriotic  party  will  hold  together,  and  their 
jiarty  in  the  nation  be  what  1  have  described  it.  In  diis  case, 
there  would  be  against  them  the  aristocracy  and  the  faction  of 
Orleans.  This  consists,  at  this  time,  of  only  die  Catalines  of  the 
Assembly,  and  some  of  the  lowest  descriptions  of  the  mob.  Its 
force,  within  the  kingdom,  ipust  depend  on  how  much  ot'  this  last 
kind  of  people  it  can  debauch  with  money  from  its  present  bias  to 
the  right  cause.  This  bias  is  as  strong  as  any  one  can  be,  in  a 
class  which  must  accejn  its  bread  from  him  who  will  give  it.  Its 
r<;sources  ont  of  the  kingdom  are  not  known.  Without  doubt, 
England  will  give  money  to  produce  and  to  feed  the  fire  which 
should  consume  tliis  country  ;  but  it  is  not  probable  she  will  en- 
gage in  open  war  for  that.  If  foreign  troops  should  be  furnished, 
it  would  be  most  ])robably  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  who  seems  to 
oflbr  himself  as  the  hull-dog  of  tyranny  to  all  his  neighbors.  He 
might,  too,  be  disturbed  by  die  contagion  of  the  same  principles 
gaining  Jiis  own  subjects,  as  they  have  done  those  of  the  Aus- 
trian NeUierldnds,  Leige,  Cologne  and  Hesse  Cassel.  The  army 
of  the  laHeKPj'ince,  joining  with  his  subjects,  are  said  to  have 
possessed  themselves  of  the  treasures .  he  had  amassed  ty  hiring 
troops  to  conquer  us,  and  by  other  iniquities.     Fifty-four  millions 
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of  livi-es  is  iho  sum  mentioned.  But  all  these  means,  external  and 
inte'nq},must  prove  inadequate  to  their  ultimate  object,  if  the  na- 
tion be  united  as  it  is  at  present.  Expecting  within  a  few  day.s  to 
leave  Paris,  and  that  this  is  my  last  letter  on  public  subjects,  I 
have  indulged  myself  in  giving  you  a  general  view  of  things,  as 
•they  appear  to  me  at  the  time  of  my  leaving  them.  Mr.  Short 
will  have  the  honor  of  continuing  the  narration,  and  of  correcting 
it,  where  circumstances  unknown  or  unforeseen  may  give  a  differ- 
ent turn  to  events.  .  •. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER     XVr. 


TO    MR.    NECKAR. 


Sir, 


Paris,  September  26,  176f». 


I  had  tlie  honor  of  waiting  on  you  at  Versailles,  die  day  before 
yesterday,  in  order  to  present  my  respects  on  my  departure  to 
America.  I  was  unlucky  in  the  moment,  as  it  was  one  in  which 
you  were  gone  out. 

I  wished  to  have  put  into  your  hands,  at  the  same  time,  Uip  in- 
closed state  of  the  British  northern  fishery  for  the  years  1788  and 
1789,  by  which  you  will  see  diat  they  have  lost  in  one  year,  one 
third  of  that  fishery,  the  effect,  almost  solely  of  tlie  Arret  which 
shut  the  ports  of  France  to  dieir  oils. 

I  wished  also  to  know,  whether,  while  in  America,  I  could  be 
useful  towards  encouraging  supplies  of  provision' to  be  brought  to 
this  country  the  ensuing  year.  1  am  persuaded  a  considerable 
relief  to  the  city  of  Paris  might  be  obtained,  by  permilting  the 
importation  of  salted  provisions  from  the  United  States.  Our  salt- 
ed beef,  particularly,  (which  since  the  war,  we  have  learned  to 
prepare  in  the  Irish  manner,  so  as  to  be  as  good  as  the  best  oi' 
tlaat  country)  could  be  sold  out  to  the  people  of  Paris,  for  the  hajf 
ofi.'iiVhat  they  pay  for  fresh  meat.  It  would  seem  dien,  that  the 
laborer  paying  but  half  die  usual  price  for  his  meat,  might  pay  the 
full  price  of  his  bread,  and  so  relieve  government  from  its  loss  on 
that  article.  •  The  interest  of  die  gabelles  has  been  an  ohjection, 
hitherto,  to  the  importation  of  salted  provisions.     But  that  objec- 
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tion is  lessened  by  the  reduction  of  die  price  of  salt,  and  done 
away  entirely,  by  the  desire  of  the  present  government  to  consider 
the  ease  and  happiness- of  the  people  as  the  fust  oliject.  In  every 
country  as  fully  [leopied  as  France,  it  would  seem  good  policy 
to  encourage  the  employment  of  its  lands  in  the  cultivadon  of 
corn,  rather  than  in  pasturage,  and  consequently  to  encourago  the 
use  of  all  kinds  of  salted  provisions,  because  they  can  be  impbned 
from  odier  countries.  It  may  be  apprehended,  that  the  Parisian, 
habituated  to  fresh  provision,  would  not  use  salted.  Then  he 
would  not  buy  dicm,  and  of  course  they  would  not  be  brouglit, 
so  that  no  harm  can  be  done  by  the  jiermission.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  people  of  Paris  should  readily  adopt  die  use  of  salted 
provisions,  die  good  would  result  which  is  before  mentioned.  Salt 
meat  is  not  as  good  as  fresh  for  soups,  but  it  gives  an  higher  fla- 
vour to  die  vegetables  boiled  widi  it.  The  experience  of  a  great 
part  of  America,  which  is  fed  almost  entirely  on  it,  proves  it  to 
be  as  wholesome  as  fresh  meat.  The  sea  scurvy,  ascribed  by 
some  to  the  use  of  salt  meat,  is  equally  unknown  in  America  as  in 
Kurope.  It  is  the  want  of  vegetables  at  sea  which  produces  the 
scurvy.  I  have  thus  hastily  mentioned  reasons  and  objections,  to 
save  you  the  time  and  trouble  of  recollecting  them.  To  you.  Sir, 
it  suffices,  barely  to  mention  them.  Mr.  Short,  charge  des  af- 
faires for  die  United  States,  will  have  die  honor  of  delivering  you 
this,  and  of  giving  you  any  furdier  details  which  you  may  be  pleas- 
ed to  require. 

I  shall  hope,  on  my  return  in  the  spring,  to  find  your  health  re- 
established, and  your  mind  relieved  by  a  perfect  settlement  of  the 
afltiirs  of  the  nation  ;  and  with  my  felicitations  on  those  accounts; 
to  expre^'s  to  you  those  sentiments  of  profound  respect  and  attach- 
ment, with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    XVII. 


TO    JOHN    JAY. 


Havre,  Soptoniber  30,  178!). 
Dear  Sin, 

No  convenient  ship  having  offered  from  any  port  of  France,  1 
have  engaged  one  from  London  to  take  me  up  at  Cowes^  and  am 
so  far  on  my  way  diidicr*     She  will  land  me  at  Norfolk,  and  as  I 
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do  not  know  any  service  that  would  be  rendered  by  my  repairing 
immediately  to  New  York,  I  propose,  in  order  to  economise  lime, 
to  go  directly  to  my  own  house,  get  through  tlie  business  which 
calls  me  there,  and  then  repair  lo  New  York,  where  J  shall  be 
leady  to  re-embark  for  Europe.  But  should  there  be  any  occa- 
sion for  government  to  receive  any  information  I  can  give,  imme- 
diately on  my  arrival,  I  will  go  to  New  York  on  receiving  your 
orders  at  Richmond.  They  may  probably  be  there  before  me, 
as  this  goes  by  Mr.  Trumbull,  bound  directly  for  New  York. 

I  inclose  you  herewith  the  proceedings  of  the  National  Assem- 
bly on  Saturday  last,  wherein  you  wi''  perceive  that  the  commit- 
tee had  approved  the  plan  of  Mr.  NcLKar.  I  can  add  from  other 
sure  information  received  hore,  that  the  Assembly  adopted  it  the 
same  evening.  This  plan  may  possibly  keep  their  payments  alive 
till  their  new  government  gets  into  motion  ;  though  1  do  not  think 
it  very  certain.  The  public  stocks  lowered  so  exceedingly  the 
last  days  of  my  stay  at  Paris,  that  I  wrote  to. our  bankers  at  Am- 
sterdam, tb  desire  they  would  retain  till  further  orders  the  thirty 
thousand  gilders,  or  so  much  of  it  as  had  not  yet  come  on.  And 
as  to  what  might  be  already  coming  on,  1  recommended  to  Mr. 
Short  to  go  and  take  the  acceptance  himself,  and  keep  the  bill  in 
his  own  hands  till  the  time  of  payment.  He  will  by  that  time  see 
what  is  best  to  be  done  with  the  money. 

In  taking;  leave  of*  Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  I  asked  him -whe- 
ther their  West  India  ports  would  continue  open  to  us  a  while. 
He  said  they  would  be  immediately  declared  open  till  February, 
and  we  may  be  sure  they  will  be  so  till  the  next  harvest.  He 
agreed  with  me,  that  there  would  bq  two  or  three  months'  provi- 
sion for  the  whole  kingdom  wanting  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
consumption  of  bread  for  the  whole  kingdom,  is  two  millions  of 
livres  tournois,  a  day.  The  people  pay  the  real  price  of  their 
bread  every  where,  except  at  Paris  and  Versailles.  There  the 
price  is  suffered  to  vary  very  little  as  to  them,  and  government 
pays  the  difference.  It  has  been  supposed  that  this  difference  for. 
some  time  past,  has  cost  a  million  a  week.  I  thought  the  occasion 
favorable  to  propose  to  Monsieur  de  Montmorin  the  free  admis- 
sion of  our  salted  provisions,  observing  to  him,  particularly,  that 
our  salted  beef  from  the  eastern  States,  could  be  dealt  out  to  the 
people  of  Paris  for  five  or  six  sols  the  pound,  which  is  but  half 
the  common  price  they  pay  for  fresh  beef;  that  the  Parisian  pay- 
ing less  for  his  meat,  might  pay  more  for  his  bread,  and  so  relieve 
government  from  its  enormous  loss  on  thfit  article.  His  idea  of 
this  resource  seemed  unfavorable.  We  talked  over  the  objections 
of  the  supposed  unhealthiness  of  that  food,  its  tendency  to  i)roduce 
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scurvy,  die  chance  of  its  taking  with  a  people  habituated  to  fresh 
meat,  iheir  comparative  qualities  of  rendering  vegetables  eatable, 
and  die  interests  of  the  gabelles.  H-e  concluded  with  saying  the 
experiment  might  be  -tried,  and  with  desiring  me  to  speak  with 
Mr.  Neckar.  I  went  to  Mr.  Neckar,  but  he  had  gone  to  the  Na- 
tional Assembly.  On  my  return  to  Paris,  therefore,  I  wrote  to 
him  on  the  subject,  going  over  the  objections  which  Monsieur  de 
Montmorin  had  started.  Mr.  Short  was  to  carry  die  letter  him- 
self, and  to  pursue  the  subject.      •  •     • 

Having  observed  that  our  commerce  to  Havre  is  considerably 
on  die  increase,  and  that  most  of  our  vessels  coming  there,  a«d 
especially  diose  from  die  eastward,  are  obliged  to  make  a  voyage 
round  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Loire  and  Garonne  for  salt,  a 
voyage  attended  with  expense,  delay^  aiid  more  risk,  I  have  ob- 
tained from  the  Farmers  General,  that  they  shall  be  supplied  from 
their  magazines  at  Honfleur,  opposite  to  Havre,  at  a  mercantile 
price.  They  fix  it  at  present  at  sixty  livres  the  muid,  which 
comes  to  about  fifteen  sous,  or  seven  and  a  half  pence  sterling  our 
bushel ;  but  it  will  vary  as  tlie  price  varies  at  Uie  place  from  which 
diey  bring  k.  As  this  will  be  a  gi*eat  relief  to  such  of  our  vessels 
coming  to  Havre,  as  might  wish  to  take  back  salt,  it  may  perhaps 
be  proper  to  notify  it  to  our  merchants.  '  I  inclose  herewith,  Mr. 
Neckai's  discourse  to  the  Assembly,  which  was  not  printed  till  1 
left  Paris  :  and  have  die  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most 
perfect  esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 


humble  servant. 


Th:  Jefferson. 


.L-ETTER    XVI II. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT. 


;4 


Sir, 


Chesterfield,  December  15,  1789. 


I  liave  received  at  this  place  the  honor  of  yriir  letters  of  Oc- 
tober die  13th  and  November  die  30th,  and  am  truly  flattered  by 
your  nomination  of  me  to  the  very  dignified  office  of  Secretary  of 
State ;  for  which,  permit  me  here  to  return  you  my  humble  thanks. 
Could  any  circumstance  seduce  me  to  overlook  the  disproportion 
between  its  duties  and  my  talents,  it  would  be  the  encouragement 
of  your  choice.  Rut  when  I  contemplate  die  extent  of  that  offi(  e, 
embracing  as  it  does  the  principal  mass  of  doraesUe  administiation, 
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together  witli  the  foreign,  1  cannot  be  insensible  of  my  inequality 
to  it ;  and  1  should  enter  on  it  with  p;looiny  forebodins;s  from  the 
criticisms  and  censures  of  a  public,  just  indeed  in  llieir  intentions, 
but  sometijiies  misinformed  and  misled,  and  always  too  res|)ectable 
to  be  neglected.  I  caiuiot  but  foresee  the  possibility  that  tliismay 
end  disagreeably  for  me,  who,  having  no  motive  to  public  service 
but  the  public  satisfaction,  would  certainly  retire  tiie  moment  tliat 
satisfaction  should  appear  to  languisli.  On  tlie  other  hand,  I  feel 
a  degree  of  familiarity  wiUi  the  duties  of  my  present  office,  as  far 
at  least  as  1  am  ea])able  of  understanding  its  duties.  The  ground 
1  Inue  already  passed  over,  enables  me  to  see  my  way  into  that 
which  is  before  me.  The  change  of  government  too,  taking  place 
in  the  country  where  it  is  exercised,  seems  to  open  a  possibility  of 
procuring  from  the  new  rulers  some  new  advantages  in  commerce, 
which  may  be  agreeable  to  our  countrymen.  So  that  as  far  as 
my  fears,  my  hopes,  or  my  inclination  might  enter  into  this  ques- 
tion, I  confess  they  would  not  lead  me  to  prefer  a  change. 

But  it  is  not  for  an  individual  to  choose  his  post.  You  are  to 
marshal  us  as  rriay  best  be  for  the  public  good ;  and  it  is  only  in 
tlie  case  of  its  being  indifferent  to  you,  that  I  would  avail  myself 
of  the  option  you  have  so  kincly  offered  in  your  letter.  If  you 
think  it  better  to  transfer  me  to  another  post,  my  inclination  must 
be  no  obstacle ;  nor  shall  it  be,  if  there  is  any  desire  to  suppress 
the  office  I  now  hold,  or  to  reduce  s  grade.  In  either  of  these 
cases,  be  so  good  only  as  to  signify  to  me  by  another  line  your 
ultimate  wish,  and  I  shall  conform  to  it  cordially.  If  it  should  be 
to  remain  at  New  York,  my  chief  comfort  will  be  to  work  under 
your,  eye,  my  only  shelter  the  authority  of  your  name,  and  tlie 
wisdom  of  measures  to  be  dictated  by  you  and  implicitly  executed 
by  me.  Whatever  you.  may  be  pleased  to  decide,  I. do  not  see 
that  the  matters  which  have  called  me  hither,  will  permit  me  to 
shorten  the  stay  I  originally  asked ;  that  is  to  say,  to  set  out  on  my 
journey  northward  till  the  month  of  March.  As  early  as  possible 
m  that  month,  I  shall  have  tlie  honor  of  paying  my  respects  to  you 
in  New  York.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  tliat  of  tendering  you 
the  homage  of  those  sentiments  of  respectful  attachment,  vvitli 
which  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    XIX. 
TO    HENRY    LAURENS,    ESQUIRE. 


Sir, 


New  York,  Marcli  31,  1700. 


Encroachments  being  made  on  the  eastern  Kmits  of  the  United 
States,  by  fettlers  under  the  British  government,  pretending  that 
it  is  the  western  and  not  the  eastern  s-iver  of  the  bay  of  Passama- 
quoddy,  which  was  designated  by  the  najne  of  St.  Croix  in  liie 
treaty  of  peace  with  that  nation,  I  have  to  beg  the  favor  of  you 
to  communicate  any  facts  which  your  memory  or  i)apers  may  ena- 
ble you  to  recollect,  and  which  may  indicate  the  true  river ,•  the 
commissioners  on  both  sides  had  in  their  view  to  establish  as  the 
boundary  between  the  two  nations.  It  will  be  of  some  conse- 
quence to  be  informed  by  what  map  they  traced  tlie  boundary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

.  Th:  Jefferson.^ 
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LETTER    XX. 


TO     MR.    VANDERKEMI'. 


n. 


Sir, 


Ne^^  York,  March  31,  1700, 


.  The  letter  lias  been  duly  received  which  you  addressed  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  praying  his  interference  with  the  * 
government  of  the  United  Netherlands,  on  the  subject  of  properly  ' 
you  left  there  on  coming  to  America.  1  have  it  in  charge  to  in- 
form you,  that  the  United  States  have  at  present  no  minister  at 
the  Hague,  and  consequently  no  channel  through  which  they 
could  express  their  concern  for  your  interests.  However  willing, 
too,  we  are.  to  receive  and  protect  all  persons  who  comc  hither, 
with  the  property  they  bring,  perhaps  it  may  be  doubted,  how  far 
it  would  be  expedient  to  engage  ourselves  for  what  they  leave 
behind,  or  for  any  other  matter  retrospective  to  their  beconiing 
citizens.  In  the  present  instance,  we  lK)j)e,  that  no  confiscation  of 
the  residuum  of  your  property  left  in  the  United  Netherlands  having 
taken  place,  the  justice  of  lliat  government  will  leave  you  no  occa- 
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sion  for  that  interference  which  you   have  been  pleased  to  ask 
from  this. 

I  have  the  Iwnor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble sei:vant,  .         .  ;•♦,*•      "  \-*    i 

*«.*■'       Th:  Jefferson.     „ 


LETTER    XXI. 


TO    QEORGE   JOY. 


'!  i'lii 


New  York,  March  31, 1790. 


>IR« 


• 
i 


h  have  considered  your  application  for  sea  letters  for  the  ship 
Eliza,  and  examined  into  the  precedents  which  you  supposed 
might  influence  the  determination.  The  resolution  of  Congress, 
which  imposes  this  duty  on  leSecretar}'  for  Foreign  Affairs,  pro- 
vides expressly,  'that  it  be  uiade  to  appear  to  him  by  oath  or  af- 
firmation, or  by  such  other  evidence  as  shall  by  him  be  deemed  satis- 
factory, that  the  vessel  is  connnanded  by  officers,  citizens  of  the 
United  States.'  Your  affidavit  satisfies  me  that  one  of  the  officers 
is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  but  you  are  unacquainted  with 
the  others  and  without  evidence  as  to  Ui6m,  and  even  without  a 
presumption  that  they  are  citizens,  except  so  far  as  arises  on  the 
circumstances  of  the  captain's  being  an  American,  and  the  ship 
sailing  from  an  American  port.  Now,  I  cannot  in  my  conscience 
say,  that  this  is  evidence  of  the  fact,  satisfactory  to  my  mind.  The 
precedents  of  relaxation  by  Mr.  Jay,  werG  all  between  the  date  of 
the  resolution  of  Congress  (February  the  12th,  17S8)  and  his 
public- advertisement,  announcing  the  ovid'  oe  which  must  be 
produced.  Since  tliis  last,  the  proceedings  nave  been  uniform 
and  exact.  Having  perfect  confidence  in  your  good  fiiiUi,  and 
therefore  without  a  suspicion  of  any  iVaud  intended  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  I  could  have  wished  sincerely  to  grant  the  sea  letter; 
but  besides  the  letter  of  the  law  which  ties  nu;  down,  the  public 
security  against  a  partial  dispensation  of  justice,  depends  on  its 
being  dispensed  by  certain  rules.  The  slightest  deviation  in  one 
circumstance,  becomes  a  precedent  for  another,  that  for  a  third, 
and  so  on,  widiout  bounds.  A  relaxation  in  a  case  where  it  is 
certain  no  fraud  is  intended,  is  laid  hold  of  by  oliicrs,  afterwards, 
to  cover  frauil.  1  hope,  therefore,  you  will  be  sensible  of  the 
necessity  of  my  adhering  to  the  rules  which  have  been  published 
and  practised  by  my  predecessor ;  and  that  1  am  with  great  re- 
spect, Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LBTTfiR     XXli. 


TO   THE    COUWT    DE    MONTMORIN. 


Sir, 


New  York,  April  C,  1790. 


The  President  of  the  United  Slates  having  thought  proper  to 
assign  to  me  other  functions  than  those  of  their  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary near  the  King,  I  have  the  honor  of  addressing  to  your 
Excellency  my  letters  of  recall,  and  of  beseeching  you  to  be  so 
good  as  to  present  them,  with  the  homage  of  my  respectful  adieus, 
to  his  Majesty. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  find  myself  autliorised  to  con- 
clude, as  I  had  begun  my  mission,  with  assurances  of  the  attach- 
ment of  our  government  to  the  Kirvg  and  his  people,  and  of  its 
desire  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the  harmony  and  good  under- 
standing, which  has  hitherto  so  liappily  subsisted  between  tlic  two 
nations. 

•  Give  me  leave  to  place  here,  also,  niy  acknowledgments  to  your 
Excellency,  personally,  for  the  fiicilities  you  have  been  pleased 
always  to  give  in  the  negotiation  of  the  several  matters  I  have  had 
occasion  to  treat  with  you,  during  my  residence  at  your  court. 
They  were  ever  such  as  to  evince,  that  the  friendly  dispositions  to- 
wards our  republic  which  you  manifested  even  from  its  birth,  were 
still  fotmd  consistent  with  that  patriotism  of  which'Vou'hav^  continued 
to  give  such  constant  and  disinterested  proofs.  May  this  union  of 
interests  forever  be  the  patriot's  creed  in  both  countries.  Accept 
my  sincere  prayers  that  the  King,  with  life  and  health,  may  be 
long  bU^sscd  with  so  faithful  and  able  a  servant,  and  you  with  a 
Prince,  the  model  of  royal  excellence ;  and  permit  me  to  retain 
to  my  latest  hours,  those  sentiments  of  affectionate  respect  and 
attachment,  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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TO    THE    COUNT     l)K    AIONTMOIMN. 


r  .' 


Sir, 


New  York,  April  G,  1790. 


The  PiesideDt  of  the  United  States  liaving  been  pleased,  in  the 
month  of  June  last,  to  give  me  leave  of  absence  for  some  time 
from  the  court  of  France,  and  to  appoint  Mr.  William  Short  charge 
des  afFdires  for  the  United  States  during  my  absence,  and  having 
since  thought  proper  to  call  nie  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
comprehending  that  of  Foreign  Affairs,  I  have  now  the  honor  of 
requesting  you  to  give  credence  to  whatever  Mr.  Short  shall  say 
to  you  on  my  part.  He  knows  the  interest  which  our  republic 
takes  in  the  prosperity  of  France,  our  strong  desire  to  cultivate  its 
friendship,  and  my  zeal  to  promote  it  by  whatever  may  depend  on 
my  ministry,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  so  conduct  himself  as  to 
merit  your  confidence.  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  of  tender- 
ing you  assurances  of  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  moist  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

•  .      Tii :  Jkfferson. 


MJTTKR    XXIV 
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TO    WIL'  lAM    SHORT. 


Sir, 


New  Yorii,  April  C,  1790. 


My  last  to  you  was  of  March  the  2bi!i.  Since  that,  yours  of  the 
2nd  and  6th  of  January  have  come  to  hand,  together  witli  the  rati- 
fication of  the  consular  convention. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  letter  from  the  President  to  the  King, 
notifying  my  recall,  with  a  letter  of  leave  to  Monsieur  de  Montmo- 
rin,  and  another  of  credence  for  you  to  the  same,  all  of  which  you 
will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  him.  Copies  of  them  are  inclosed 
for  your  information. 

We  are  extremely  mortified  at  the  prospect  there  is,  tliat  ihe 
act  of  justice  and  gratitude  to  tlie  court  of  France,  which  Congress, 
in  the  first  moment  it  ever  was  in  their  power,  have  been,  and  still 
are  preparing,  may  arrive  loo  late,  to  save  thai  rourl  from  the 
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necessity  of  piiriiiii^  uiih  ouv  dt'ht  (o  ;i  (hsailvanlagc.  The  Secre- 
i.iry  of  ihn  Trojrsury,  having  l)y  oi (h  r  of  (.'on^^iess  reported  a  plan 
for  funding  both  our  foreign  and-  dnnicstir  debts,  ihey  thought  it 
necessary,  by  a  recommitment,  to  subject  that  part  of  it  which 
concerned  the  domestic  debt,  to  maturer  disrussion.  But  the 
clause  '  for  making  such  adequate  provision  for  fulfilling  our  en- 
gagements in  respect  to  our  foreign  debt,' was  not  recommitted, 
becanso  not  susceptible  of  any  abridgment  or  modification.  On 
the  rontrar} ,  it  was  passed  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  only 
u-aits  till  the  residue  of  that  system  of  which  it  makes  a  part,  can 
be  digested  and  put  into  the  lorm  of  a  law.  I  send  you  a  copy 
of  the  resolution,  to  be  communicated  to  Monsieur  de  Montmorin 
and  Monsieur  Neckar,  and  anxiously  wish  it  may  arrive  in  time 
to  prevent  a  disadvantageous  alienation,  by  satisfying  these  minis- 
ters that  we  are  exerting  ourselves  to  repay  to  that  country,  in  her 
hour  of  difficulty,  what  she  generously  advanced  for  us,  in  ours. 

You  may  remember,  I  purchased  some  oflicer's  fusils,  had  them 
packed  in  my  presence,  and  sent  with  my  own  baggage  to  Havre. 
\Vhen  they  arrived  here,  the  plates  ami  other  principal  parts  of  the 
locks  were  no  longer  in  the  box.  It  is  necessary,  thereforCj  that 
the  workman  send  you  six  new  locks,  which  may  be  applied  to  the 
stocks  ami  barrels  we  have,  and  that  you  be  so  good  as  to  forward 
these  hy  the  first  safe  conveyance. 

Press  the  negotiation  for  our  captives,  in  the  line  and  on  die 
terms  I  had  fixed,  not  binding  us  further  widiout  further  advice, 
and  be  pleased  to  apprise  us  of  its  present  siniation  and  future 
progress,  as  being  a  subject  we  have  at  lieart. 

The  licyden  gazettes  furnishing  so  good  information  of  the  in- 
teresting scenes  now  passing  in  Europe,  I  must  ask  your  particular 
attention  to  the  forwarding  them  as  iVequefitly  as  it  is  possible  to 
find  conveyances.  The 'English  |»apers  bring  their  lies  very  fresh, 
and  it  is  very  desirable  to  be  provided  with  an  authentic  contra- 
diction in  die  first  moment. 

You  «vill  receive  herewith,  the  newspapers  and  other  interesting- 
papers,  as  usual. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Tf!  :    .iKrFKRSON. 
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I.ETTEK     XXV 


TO    THK    COUNT    DK    FLORIDA    BLANCA. 


Sir, 


New  York,  April  11,  1790. 


The  President  of  the  United  States  having  tliought  proper  to 
name  Mr.  William  Carmichael  their  charge  des  affaires,  near  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  announcing  tlie  same 
to  your  Excellency,  and  of  praying  you  to  give  credence  to  'vhat- 
ever  he  shall  say  to  you  on  my  part.  He  knows  the  conct  •-  our 
republic  takes  in  the  interest  and  prosperity  of  Spain,  our  strong 
desire  to  cultivate  its  friendship,  and  to  deserve  it  by  all  the  good 
offices  \yhich  estr  71  and  neighborhood  may  dictate  ;  he  knows 
also  my  zeal  to  ;>•-  jmote  these  by  whatever  may  depend  on  my 
ministry.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Carmichael  will  so  conduct 
himself  as  to  merit  your  confidence  ;  and  I  avail  myself  with  plea- 
sure of  this  occasion,  of  tendering  to  you  assurances  of  those  sen- 
timents of  respect  and  esteem,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedieht  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th  :  Jefferson. 

■  ■  ♦' 


1.RTTER     XXVr. 


TO    WILLIAM    r-ARMICHAEL. 


til 


Sir, 


New  York,  April  II,  1780. 


A  vessel  being  about  to  sail  from  this  port  for  Cadiz,  1  avail 
myself  of  it  to  inform  you,  that  under  the  appointment  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  I  have  entered  on  the  duties  of  Se- 
cretary ot  State,  comprehending  the  department  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  October  the  2nd,  acknowledged  the  receipt 
of  the  last  of  yours  which  have  come  to  hand.  Sincethat  date 
he  wrote  you  on  the  7th  of  December,  inclosing  a  letter  for  Mr. 
Chiappe. 

The  receipt  of  his  letter  of  September  tlnj  9th,  1 788,  having 
never  been  acknowledged,  the  contents  of  which  were  important 
and  an  answer  wished  for,  I  send  you  herewith  a  duplicate,  lest  it 
should  have  iiiiscarried 
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Vou  will  also  receive  herewith,  a  letter  ol  credence  for  your- 
self, to  be  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  after  puttiiig 
thereon  the  proper  address,  with  which  I  am  unacquainted.  A 
copy  of  it  is  inclosed  fgr  your  information. 

1  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  case  of  Don  Bias  Gonzalez  to 
your  good  ofrices  with  the  court  of  Spain,  inclosing  you  the  docu- 
ments necessary  for  its  illustration.  You  will  perceive,  that  two 
vessels  were  sent  from  Boston  in  tlie  year  1787,  on  a  voyage  of 
discovery  and  commercial  experiment  in  general,  but  more  parti- 
cularly to  try  a  fur  trade  with  the  Russian  settlements,  on  the 
northwest  coast  of  our  continent,  of  which  such  wonders  had  been 
published  in  Captain  Cook's  voyages,  that  it  excited  similar  expedi- 
tions from  other  countries  also ;  and  that  the  American  vessels 
were  expressly  forbidden  to  touch  at  any  Spanish  port,  but  in 
cases  of  extreme  distress.  Accordingly,  through  the  whole  of 
tlieir  voyage  through  the  extensive  latitudes  held  by  that  crown, 
they  never  put  into  any  port  but  in  a  single  instance.  In  passing 
.lear  the  island  of  Juan  Fernandez,  one  of  them  was  damaged  by 
a  storm,  her  rudder  broken,  her  masts  disabled,  and  herself  sepa- 
rated from  her  companion.  She  put  into  the  island  to  refit,  and 
at  the  same  time^  to  wood  and  water,  of  which  she  began  to  be  in 
want.  Don  Bias  Gonzalez,  after  examining  her,  and  finding  sh? 
had  nothing  on  board  but  provisions  and  charts,  and  that  her  dis- 
tress was  real,  permitted  her  to  stay  a  few  days,  to  refit  and  take 
in  fresh .  supplies  of  wood  and  water.  For  this  act  of  common 
hospitality,  he  was  immediately  deprived  of  his  government,  un- 
heard, by  superior  order,  luid  remains  still  under  disgrace.  We 
pretend  not  to  know  the  regulations  of  the  Spanish  government, 
as  to  the  admission  of  foreign  vessels  into  the  ports  of  their  colo- 
nies ;  but  the  generous  character  of  the  nation  is  a  security  to  us, 
that  their  regulations  can,  in  no  instance,  run  counter  to  the  laws 
ol  nature  ;  and  among  the  first  of  her  liivvs,  is  that  which  bids  us 
to  succour  those  in  distress.  For  an  obedience  to  this  law,  Don 
Bias  appears  to  have  suffered  ;  and  we  are  satisfied,  it  is  because 
his  case  has  not  been  able  to  penetrate  to  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
at  least,  in  its  true  colors.  We  would  not  choose  to  be  committed 
by  a  formal  solicitation,  but  we  would  wish  you  to  avail  yourself  of 
any  good  opportunity  of  introducing  the  truth  to  the  ear  of  the 
minister,  and  of  satisfying  him,  that  a  redress  of  this  hardship  on 
the  Governor,  would  be  received  hwe  with  pleasure,  as  a  proof  of 
respect  to  those  laws  of  hospitality  which  we  would  certainly  ob- 
serve in  a  like  case,  as  a  mark  of  attention  towards  us,  and  of  jus- 
tice to  an  individual  for  whose  sufferings  we  cannot  but  feel. 

Wit!i  the  present  letter,  you  will  receive  the  public  and  other  pa- 


54 


pers,  as  usual,  and  1  shall  thank  you  in  return,  Cur  a  regular  roni- 
inunication  of  the  best  gazettes  published  in  Madrid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
esteem,  Sir,  your  Hiost  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  JeffeAson. 


LETTER    XXVII. 


TO    MR.    GRAND. 


til    „ii 


)•  i>':t' 


^  .  New  York,  April  33,  1700, 

Dear  Sir, 

You  may  remember  that  we  were  together  at  the  Hotel  de  la 
Monrioye,  to  see  Mr.  Drost  strike  coins  in  his  new  manner,  and 
that  you  were  so  kind  as  to  speak  with  him  afterwards  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  coming  to  America.  We  are  now  in  a  condition  to 
establish  a  mint,  and  should  be  desirous  of  engaging  him  in  it.  I 
suppose  him  to  be  at  present  in  the  service  of  VVatts  and  Bolton, 
the  latter  of  whom  you  may  remember  to  have  been  present  with 
us  at  the  Monnoye.  I  know  no  means  of  communicating  our  dis- 
positions to  Drost  so  effectually  as  through  your  friendly  agency, 
and  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to  write  to  him,  to 
know  what  emoluments  he  receives  from  Walts  and  Bolton,  and 
whether  he  would  be  willing  to  come'  to  us  for  the  same  ?  If  he 
will,  you  may  give  him  an  expectation,  but  without  an  absolute 
engagement,  that  we  will  call  for  him  jmmediately,'and  that  with 
himself,  we  may  probably  lake  and  pay  him  for  all  the  implements 
of  coinage  he  may  have,  suited  to  our  purpose.  If  he  asks  higher 
terms,  he  \vill  naturally  tell  you  so,  and  what  they  are ;  and  wo 
must  reserve  a  right  to  consider  of  them.  In  either  case,  1  will 
ask  your  answer  as  soon  as  possible.  I  need  not  observe  to  you, 
that  this  negotiation  should  be  known  to  nobody  but  yourself,  Drost 
and  Mr.  Short.  The  good  old  Dr.  Franklin,  so  long  the  orna- 
ment of  our  country,  and  I  may  say,  of  the  world,  has  at  length 
closed  his  eminent  career.  He  died  on  the  1 7th  instant,  of  an 
imposthiuTie  of  his  lungs,  which  having  supj)urated  and  burst,  he 
had  not  strength  to  throw  oil'  the  matter,  and  was  suffocated  by  il . 
His  illness  from  this  imposdniinc  was  of  sixteen  days.  Congress 
wear  mourning  for  him,  by  a  pesolve  of  their  body. 

1  beg  you  to  present  my  friendly  respects  to  IVIadame  Grand, 
the  elder  and  younger,  and  to  your  son,  and  believe  ine  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  great  esteem  an<l  attttclnnent,  Dear  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  anti  most  humble  servant, 

Tii:  JErrKHsoN. 
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I.KITEK     XX  VIII. 


to    THE    MARQUIS    DE    LA    LUZERNi:. 
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New  Vork,  April  30,  IT'JO. 
Sir, 

When  in  the  course  of  your  legation  to  tlie  United  States,  your 
affairs  rendered  it  necessary  that  you  should  absent  yourself  a 
while  from  that  station,  we  flattered  ourselves  with  the  hope  that 
that  absence  was  not  final.  It  turned  out,  in  eventj  that  the  inte- 
rests of  your  sovereign  called  for  your  talents  and  the  exercise  of 
your  functions,  in  another  quarter.  You  were  pleased  to  announce 
this  to  the  former  Congress  througli  their,Secret*ary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  at  a  time  when  that  body  was  closii>jf  its  administration,  in 
order  to  hand  it  over  to  a  government  then  preparing  on  a  differ- 
ent model.  This  government  is  now  formed,  organised,  and  in 
action ;  and  it  considers  among  its  earliest  dutiefe,  and  assuredly 
among  its  most  cordial,  to  testify  to  you  the  regret  which  the  peo- 
ple and  government  of  the  United  States  felt  at  your  removal  from 
among  them ;  a  very  general  and  sincere  regret,  and  tempered 
only  by  the  consolation  of  your  personal  advancement,  which  ac- 
companied it.  You  will  receive,  Sir,  by  order  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared,  a  medal  and 
chain  of  gold,  of  which  lie  desires  your  acceptance,  in  tokiin  of 
their  esteem,  and  of  the  sensibility  with  which  they  will  ever  recall 
your  legation  to  their  memoiy. 

But  as  this  compliment  may  hereafter  be  rendered  to  other 
missions,  from  which  yours  was  distinguished  by  eminent  circum- 
stances, tlie  President  of  the  United  States  wishes  to  pay  you  the 
distinguished  tribute  of  an  express  acknowledgment  of  your  ser- 
vices, and  our  sense  of  them.  You  came  to  us,  Sir,  through  all 
the  perils  which  encompassed  us  on  all  sides.  You  found  us 
struggling  and  suffering  under  difficulties,  as  singular  and  trying  as 
our  situation  was  new  and  unprecedented.  Yoin-  magnanimous 
nation  had  taken  side  with  us  in  the  conflict,  and  yourself  became 
the  centre  of  our  common  councils,  the  link  which  connected  oin- 
common  operations.  In  that  position  you  labored  without  ceasing, 
till  all  our  labors  were  crowned  with  glory  to  your  nation,  freedom 
to  ours,  and  benefit  to  bodi.  During  the  whole,  we  had  constant 
evidence  of  your  zeal,  your  abilities,  and  your  good  fai'h.  We 
desire  to  convey  this  testimony  of  it  home  to  your  own  breast,  and 
to  that  of  your  sovereign,  our  best  and  greatest  friend ;  and  this."  I 
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do,  Sir,  in  the  name,  and  by  tlie  express  instruction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

I  feel  bow  flattering  it  is  to  me,  Sir,  to  be  the  organ  of  the  pub- 
lic sense  on  this  occasion,  and  to  be  justified  by  that  office,  in 
adding  to  theirs,  the  homage  of  those  sentiments  of  respect  and 
esteem,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Tii :  Jefferson. 


LETTER    XXIX 


TO    WILLIAM    SHOUT. 


.^.  New  York,  April  30,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  letter  to  you  was  of  the  Cth  instant,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  your  Oivors  of  the  2nd  and  6th  of  January.  Since  that, 
Mr.  Jay  has  put  into  my  hands  yours  of  the  12di  of  January,  and 
I  have  received  your  note  of  February  the  lOtli,  accompanying 
some  newspapers. 

Mine  of  the  6th  covered  the  President's  letter  to  tiie  King  for 
my  recall,  and  my  letters  of  leave  for  myself  and  of  credence  to 
you,  for  die  Count  de  Montmorin,  with  copies  of  them  for  your 
information.  Duplicates  of  all  these  accompany  the  present ;  and 
an  original  commission  for  you  as  charge  des  affaires,  signed  by 
the  President.  At  the  date  of  my  former  letters,  1  had  not  had 
time  to  examine  with  minuteness  the  proper  form  of  credentials 
under  our  new  constitution  :  I  governed  myself,  therefore,  by  fo- 
reign precedents,  according  to  which  a  charge  des  afliuies  is 
furnished  with  only  a  letter  of  credence  from  one  minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  to  the  other.  Further  researches  have  shewn 
me,  that  under  our  new  constitution,  all  commissions  (or  papers 
amounting  to  that)  must  be  signed  by  the  President.  You  will 
judge  whether  any  explanation  on  this  subject  to  M.  de  Montmo- 
rin be  necessary.  1  inclose  you  also  the  copy  of  a  letter  written 
to  the  Marquis  de  la  Luzerne,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Count 
de  Montmorin,  and  by  him  to  the  King,  if  he  thinks  proper. 

It  has  become  necessary  to  determine  on  a  present  proper  to, be 
given  to  diplomatic  characters  on  their  taking  leave  of  us  ;  and  it 
is  concluded  that  a  medal  and  chain  of  gold  will  be  die  most 
convenient.  I  have,  therefore,  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  or- 
der the  dies  to  be  engraved  with  all  the  despatch  practicable. 
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The  medal  must  be  of  thirty  lines  diameter,  with  a  loop  on  the 
edge  to  receive  the  chain.  On  one.si<ie,  must  be  the  arms  of  the 
United  States,  gf  which  I  send  you  a  written  descjriptipn,  and 
several  impressions  in  wax  to  render  that  more  intelligible  j  round 
them,  as  a  legeivl,  iiiust  be  '  The  United  States  of  America.  The 
device  of  the  other  side  we  do  not  decide  cHi.  One  suggestion 
has  been  a  Columbia  (a  fine  female  figure)  delivering  the  em- 
blems of  peace  and  commerce  to  a  Mercury,  witli  a  legend 
'  Peace  and  Commerce'  circumscribed,  and  the  date  of  our  re-r 
public,  to  wit,  IV  July  MDCCLXXVI,  subscribed  as  an  exer- 
gum :  but  having  litUe  confidence  in  our  own  ideas  in  an  art  not 
familiar  here,  they  are  only  suggested  to  you,  to  be  altered,  or  al- 
together postponed  to  such  better  device  as  you  may  approve,  oi) 
consulting  with  tliose  who  are  in  the  habit  and  study  oi  medals. 
Duvivier  and  Dupre  seem  to  be  the  best  workmen;  perhaps  tlie 
last  is  the  best  of  the  two.  , 

The  public  papers  which  accompany  this^  will  give  you  fully 
the  news  of  tliis  quarter.  ' 

I  am  with  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  yoiir  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant,    ,, 

Th :, Jefferson.    . 


.;-.»»/   .  '    '*^:'^'iMil,  '  .     TO    MR,    DUMAS.  ,.    .         ,      ,  ; 

,  ;  -New  York,  June  23,  l7iK). 

Dear  Sir, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  the  latter  end  of  March,  and  undertook 
the  office  to  which  the  President  had  been  pleased  to  nppoint 
me,  of  Secretary  of  State,  which  compreliends  that  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  Before  I  had,  got  through  the  most  pressing  matters 
which  had  been  afamuimulaiing,  a  long  illness  came  upon  nie,  and 
put  it  out  of  vsxy  power  for  many  weeks  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letters.         *         *         *         *         *         *         * 

We  are  mnch  pleased  to  learn  the  credit  of  our  paper  at  Am- 
sterdam. We  consider  it  as  of  the  first  importance,  to  possess 
the  first  credit  there,  and  to  use  it  little.  Our  distance  from  the 
wars  of  Europe,  and  our  disposition  to  take  no  part  in  them,  will, 
we  hope,  enable  us  to  keep  clear  of  the  debts  which  they  occa- 
sion to  other  powers.  It  will  be  well  for  yourself  and  our  bank- 
ers, to  keep  in  mind  always,  that  a  great  distinction  is  made  here, 
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between  our  foreign  and  domestic  paper.  As  to  the  foreign,  Con- 
gress is  considered  as  the  representative  of  one  party  only,  and  1 
diink  I  can  say  with  truth,  that  there  is  not  one  single  individual  m 
the  Unitpd  States^  either  in  or  out  of  office,  who  sup,^</^  is  they  can 
ever  do  any  thing  ^ich  might  impair  their  foreign  contacts.  But 
with  respect  to  domestic  paper,  it  is  thought  that  Congii.^K>3,  being  the 
representative  of  both  parties,  may  shape  their  contracts  so  as  to 
render  them  practicable,  only  seeing  that  substantial  jtistice  be  done. 
This  distinction  will  ey^lain  to  you  their  proceedings  on  the  sub- 
ject of  their  debts.  The  funding  their  foreign  debts,  according 
to  express  contract,  passed  without  a  debate  and  without  a  dis- 
senting voice.  The  modeling  and  funding  the  domestic  debt, 
occasions  great  debates  and  great  difficulty.  The  bill  of  ways 
and  means  was  lately  thrown  out,  because  an  excise  was  intw- 
woven  into  its  texture;  and  another  ordered  to  be  brought  in, 
which  will  be  clear  of  that.  The  assumption  of  the  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  States  to  individuals,  for  services  rendered  the 
Union,  is  a  measure  which  divides  Congress  greatly.  Some  think 
that  the  States  could  much  more  conveniently  levy  taxes  them- 
selves to  pay  off  these,  and  thus  save  Congress  from  the  odium 
of  imposing  too  heavy  burthens  in  their  name.  This  appears  to 
have  been  the  sentiment  of  the  majority  hitherto.  B  it  it  is  possi- 
ble that  modifications  may  be  proposed,  which  may  bring  the 
raedsure  yet  into  an  acceptable  form.  We  shall  receive  with 
gratitude  the  .copy  of  Ryraer's  Federa,  which  you  are  so  good  as 
to  propose  for  the  use  of  our  offices  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 


Th:  Jefferson. 
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TO    MR.    DUMAS. 


■■^•'^]r' 


Sir, 


New  York,  July  13,  1790. 


I  wrote  you  last  on  the  23rd  of  June,  since  which  I  have  re- 
ceived yours  of  March  the  24th  to  the  30th.  -**• 

-    » 

Congress  are  still  engaged  in  their  funding  bills.  The  foreign 
debts  did  not  admit  of  any  difference  of  opinion.  They  were 
settled  by  a  single  and  unanimous  vote :  but  tlie  domestic  debt 


ft  ■- 
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requiring  modifications  and  settlements,  these  produce  great  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  and  consequently  retard  the  passage  of  the 
funding  bill.  The  States.had  individusdly  contracted  considerable 
debts  for  their  particular  defence,  in  addition  to  what  was  done 
by  Congress.  Some  of  the  States  have  so  exerted  themselves 
since  the  war,  as  to  have. paid  off  near  the  half  of  their  individual 
debts.  Otliers  have  done  nothing.  The  Stale  creditors  urge, 
that  these  debts  were  as  much  for  general  purposes  as  those  con- 
tracted by  Congress,  and  insist  that  Congress  shall  assume  and 
pay  such  of  them  as  have  not  been  yet  paid  by  their  own  States. 
The  States  who  have  exerted  themselves  most,  find  that,  notwith- 
standing the  great  payments  they  have  made,  they  shall  by  this 
assumption,  still  have  nearly  as  much  to  pay  as  if  they  had  never 
paid  any  thing.  They  are  therefore  opposed  to  it.  I  -am  in 
hopes  a  compromise  will  be  effected  by  a  proportional  assumption, 
which  may  reach  a  great  part  of  the  debts,  and  leave  .  still  a  part 
of  them  to  be  paid  by  tbose  States  who  have  paid  few  or  none  of 
their  creditors.  This  being  once  settled,  Congress  will  probably  . 
adjourn,  and  meet  again  in  December,  at  Philadelphia.  The  ap- 
pearance of  war  between  our  two  neighbors,  Spain  and  England, 
would  render  a  longer  adjournment  inexpedient. 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,      .^    .  * . 

■        Th  :  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   XXXII. 
ro   WILLIAM   SHJRT. 

k'^^i- 

UU' 

t».iV» 

i^rt^; 

N«»w  York, 

July  26,  1796: 

Dear  Sir, 

My  public  letters  to  you  have  been  of  the  28th  of  March,  thie 
6th  and  30th  of  April.  Yours,  which  remain  to  be  acknow- 
ledged, are  of  March  the  9th,  17th,  29th,  April  the  4th,  12th, 
23rd,  and  May  the  1st ;  being  from  No.  21  to  28,  inclusive,  ex- 
cept No.  23,  which  had  come  to  hand  before.  I  will  state  to  you 
the  dates  of  all  your  letters  received  by  me,  with  the  times  they 

have  been  received,  and  length  of  their  passage. 

♦         *         *         *         *        **         *         «-- 
.   '  '  '  '     ' 

,V    You  will  perceive  that  they  average  eleven  weeks  and  a  half; 

that  the  quickest  are  of  nine  weeks,  and  the  longest  are  of  near 
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eighteen  weeks  coming.  Our  information  through  the  English 
papers,  is  of  about  five  or  six  weeks,  and  we  generally  remain  as 
long  afterwards  in  anxious  suspense,  till  the  receipt  of  your  letters 
may  enable  us  to  decide  what  articles  of  those  papers  have  been 
true.  As  these  come  principally  by  the  English  packet,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to  write  always  by  that  packet,  giv- 
ing a  full  detail  of  such  events  as  may  be  communicated  through 
that  channel ;  and  indeed  most  may.  If  your  letters  leave  Paris 
nine  or  ten  days  before  the  sailing  of  the  packet,  we  shall  be  able 
to  decide,  on  the  moment,  on  the  facts  true  or  false,  with  which 
she  comes  charged.  For  communications  of  a  secret  nature,  you 
will  avail  yourself  of  other  conveyances,  and  you  will  be  enabled 
to  judge  which  are  best,  by  the  preceding  statement.  News  from 
Europe'  is  very  ihteresting  at  this  moment,  when  it  is  so  doubtful 
whether  a  war  will  take  place  between  our  two  neighbors. 

Congress  have  passed  an  act  for  establishing  die  seat  of  govern- 
ment at  Georgetown,  from  the  year  1800,  and  in  die  mean  time, 
to  remove  to  Philadelphia.  It  is  to  diat  place  therefore,  that  your 
future  letters  had  better  be  addressed.  Thev  have  still  before 
them  the  bill  for  funding  the  public  debts.  That  has  been  hi- 
therto delayed  by  a  question,  whether  die  debts  contracted  by  Uie 
particular  States  for  general  purposes,  should,  at  once,  be  assumed 
by  die  General  Government.  A  developement  of  circumstances, 
and  more  mature  consideration,  seem  to  have  produced  some 
change  of  opinion  on  the  subject.  When  it  was  first  proposed,  a 
majority  was  against  it.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  by  the  com- 
plexion of  some  later  votes,  that  the  majority  will  now  be  for  as- 
sumiu)^  diese  debts  to  a  fixed  amount.  Twenty-one  millions  of 
dollars  are  proposed.  As  soon  as  this  point  is  setded,  the 
/tinding  bill  will  pass,  and  Congress  will  adjourn.  That  adjourn- 
ment w  ill  probably  be  between  the  6di  and  13th  of  August.  They 
expect  it  sooner.  I  shall  then  be  enabled  to  inform  you,  ulti- 
mately, on  the  subject  of  the  French  debt,  tlie  negotiatious  for  the 
payment  of  which  will  be  referred  to  the  executive,  and  will  not 
be  retarded  by  them  an  unnecessary  moment.  A  bill  has  passed, 
audiorising  die  President  to  raise  the  salary  of  a  charge  des  affaires 
to  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  from  the  first  day  of  July 
last.  I  am  authorised  by  him  to  inform  you,  that  yours  will  ac- 
cordingly be  at  that  rate,  and  that  you  will  be  allowed  for  gazettes, 
translaring  or  printing  papers,  where  that  shall  be  necessary,  post- 
age, couriers,  and  necessary  aids  to  poor  American  sailors,  m 
addition  to  the  salary,  and  no  charge  of  any  other  description,  ex- 
cept where  you  may  be  directed  to  incur  it  cx|>ressly.  1  have 
thought  it  would  be  most  agreeable  to  you  to  a;i\'o  you  precise  in  - 
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formation,  that  you  may  be  in  no  doubt  in  what  manner  to  slate 
your  accounts.  Be  pleased  to  settle  your  account  down  to  the 
1st  of  July  last,  and  state  the  balance  then  due,  which  will  be  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  former  fund.  From  that  day  downwards,  a 
new  account  must  be  opened,  because  a  new  fund  is  appropriated 
to  it,  from  that  time.  The  expenses  for  the  medals,  directed  in 
my  letter  of  April  the  30th,  must  enter  into  the  new  account.  As 
1  presume  the  dye  will  be  finished  by  the  time  you  receive  tliis,  I 
have  to  desire  you  will  have  a  medal  of  gold  struck  for  the  Marquis 
de  la  liuzerne,  and  have  put  to  it  a  chain  of  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  links,  each  link  containing  gold  to  the  value  of  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half,  or  thirteen  livres  and  ten  sous.  The  links  to  be 
of  j)lain  wire,  so  that  their  workmanship  may  cost  as  it  were  no- 
thing. The  whole  will  make  a  present  of  little  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  including  the  medal  and  chain.  As  soon  as  done, 
be  pleased  to  forward  them  by  a  safe  hand  to  the  Marquis  dc  la 
Luzerne,  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in- 
forming him  that  it  is  the  one  sjK)ken  of  in  my  letter  to  him  of 
April  the  30th,  1790.  Say  nothing  to  any  body  of  the  value  of 
tlie  present,  because  that  will  not  always  be  the  same,  in  all  cases. 
Be  so  good  as  to  have  a  second  inedal  of  gold  struck  in  the  same 
ilye,  and  to  send  this  second,  together  with  the  dyes,  to  Philadel- 
phia, by  the  first  safe  person  who  shall  be  passing;  no  chain  to  be 
sent  with  this.      "•   •  ••  :  s." 

We  are  impatient  to  learn  thq  progress  and  prospect  of  tiie  Al- 
gerine  business.  Do  not  let  it  languish  a  moment,  nor  leave  us  a 
moment  uninformed  of  any  thing  relative  to  it.  It  is  in  truth  a 
tender  business,  and  more  felt  as  such  in  this,  than  in  any  other 
counuy.  The  suppression  of  the  Farms  of  tobacco,  and  the  free 
importation  of  our  salted  provisions,  will  merit  all  your  attention. 
They  are  both  of  them  objects  of  first  rate  impoitance. 

The  following  appointments  of  consuls  have  taken  place. 

*         *         *         *         *         *         *         **. 

Their  jurisdictions,  in  general,  extend  to  all  places  within  tlie 
same  allegiance,  which  are  nearer  to  them  than  to  the  residence 
of  any  otlier  consul  or  vice  consul.  As  yet,  only  dieir  commis- 
sions have  been  made  out.  General  instructions  await  the  jjassage 
of  a  bill  now  depending.  Mr.  La  Forest,  at  this  place,  remarked 
our  appointment  of  consuls  in  the  French  islands.  In  the  first 
project  of  a  convention  proposed  on  the  part  of  France,  the  ex- 
pressions reached  expressly  to  the  kingdom  of  France  only.  J 
objected  to  this  in  writing,  as  being  narrower  than  the  twenty-ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  amity,  which  was  the  basis  of  the  consular 
convention,  and  which  had  granted  the  appointment  of  consuls 
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and  vice  con!»-uls,  in  their  respective  *  States  and  ports,'  generally, 
and  without  restriction.  On  this,  the  word  '  France'  was  struck 
out,  and  the  '  dominions  of  the  M.  C.  K.'  inserted  every  where. 
See  the  fifth,  ninth,  twelfth,  thirteenth  and  fifteenth  articles  parti- 
cularly, of  the  copy  of  the  draughts  of  1784  and  1788,  as  1  had 
them  printed  side  hy  side.  The  object  of  this  alteration  was,  the 
appointment  of  consuls  in  the  free  ports  allowed  us  in  the  French 
West  Indies,  where  our  commerce  has  greater  need  of  protection 
than  any  where.  I  mention  these  things,  that  you  may  be  pre- 
pared, should  any  thing  be  said  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  am  per- 
suaded the  appointment  will  contribute  eminently  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  harmony  between  us.  These  consuls  will  be  able  to 
prevent  the  misunderstandings  which  arise  frequently  now  be-* 
tween  the  officers  there  and  our  traders,  and  which  are  doubtless 
much  exaggerated  and  misrepresented  to  us  by  the  latter. 

I  duly  received  the  copy  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  of 
the  Bishop  of  Autun's  proposition,  on  tlie  subject  of  weights  and 
measures.  It  happened  to  arrive  in  the  moment  I  was  about  giv- 
ing in  to  Congress  a  report  on  the  same  subject,  which  they  had 
referred  to  me.  In  consequence  of  the  Bishop  of  Autun's  propo- 
sition, I  made  an  alteration  in  my  report,  substituting  forty-five  de- 
grees instead  of  thirty-eight  degrees,  which  1  had  at  first  proposed 
as  a  standard  latitude.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  report  for  die 
Bishop,  and  another  for  M.  Condorcet,  Secretary  of  tlie  Academy 
of  Sciences.  By  taking  tlie  secojid  pendulum  or  rod  of  the  same 
latitude,  for  the  basis  of  our  measures,  it  will  at  least  furnish  a 
common  measure  to  which  both  our  systems  will  refer,  provided 
our  experiments  on  the  pendulum  or  rod  of  forty-five  degrees, 
should  yield  exactly  llie  same  result  with  theirs. 

The  newspapers,  as  usual,  will  accompany  the  present,  which 
is  to  go  by  Mr.  Barrett.  ^^     >  .  ' ''  •     .•*''■» 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  esteem  and  attachment,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th  :  JErrERsoN. 
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LKTTER     XX  XIII 


TO    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 


TFERSON. 


7  New  York,  Augusts,  1790.    .. 

Dear  Sir, 
This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel  Humphreys, 
whose  character  is  so  well  known  to  you  as  to  need  no  recom- 
mendations from  me.  The  present  appearances  of  war  between 
our  two  neighbors  Spain  and  England,  cannot  but  excite  all  our 
attention.  The  part  we  are  to  act  is  uncertain,  and  will  be  diffi- 
cult. The  unsettled  state  of  our  dispute  with  Spain,  may  give  a 
turn  to  it,  very  different  from  what  we  would  wish.  As  it  is  im- 
portant that  you  should  be  fully  apprised  of  our  way  of  thinking 
Qa  this  subject,  I  have  sketched,  in  the  inclosed  paper,  general 
heads  of  consideration  arising  from  present  circumstances.  These 
will  be  readily  developed  by  your  own  reflections  end  in  conver- 
sations with  Colonel  Humphreys  ;  who,  possessing  the  sentiments 
of  the  executive  on  this  subject,  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  the  western  country  in  particular,  and  of  the 
state  of  our  affairs  in  general,  comes  to  Madrid  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  you  a  thorough  communication  of  them.  He 
will,  therefore,  remain  there  as  many  days  or  weeks,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  this  purpose.  With  this  information,  written  and 
oral,  you  will  be  enabled  to  meet  the  minister  in  conversations  on 
the  sul)ject  of  the  navigation  of  tho  Mississippi,  to  which  we  wish 
you  to  lead  his  attention  immediately.  Impress  him  thoroughly 
with  the  necessity  of  an  early,  and  even  an  ininiediato  settlement 
of  this  matter,  and  of  a  return  to  the  field  of  negotiation  for  this 
pur|X)se  :  and  though  it  must  be  done  delicately,  yet  he  must  be 
made  to  understand  unequivocally,  that  a  resumption  of  the  nego- 
tiation is  not  desired  on  our  part,  unless  he  can  determine,  in  the 
first  opening  of  it,  to  yield  the  immediate  and  full  enjoyment  of 
that  navigation.  (1  say  nothing  of  the  claims  of  Spain  to  our  ter- 
ritoiy  north  of  the  thirty-first  degree,  and  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
They  never  merited  the  respect  of  an  answer  ;  and  you  know  it 
has  been  admitted  at  Madrid,  Uiat  they  were  not  to  be  maintained.) 
It  may  be  asked,  what  need  of  negotiation,  if  the  navigation  is  to 
bo  ceded  at  all  events?  You  know  that  the  navigation  cannot  bo 
practised  without  a  port,  where  the  sea  and  river  vessels  may 
meet  and  exchange  loads,  and  where  those  employed  about  them 
may  be  safe  ahd  immolested.  The  right  to  use  a  tiling,  comnre- 
hends  a  right  to  the  means  necessary  to  its  use,  and  without  which 
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it  would  be  useless.  Tlie  fixing  on  a  proper  port,  and  the  degree 
of  freedom  it  is  to  enjoy  in  its  operations,  will  require  negefiation, 
and  be  governed"  by  events.  There  is  danger,  indeed,  that  even 
the  Unavoidable  delay  of  sending  a  negotiator  here,  may  render 
the  mission  too  late  for  the  preservation  of  peace.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  answer  for  the  forbearance  of  our  western  citizens.  We 
endeavor  to  quiet  them  with  the  expectation  of  an  attainment  of 

<  their  lights  by  peaceable  means.    But  should  they,  in  a  moment 

■  of  impatience,  hazard  others,  there  is  no  saying  how  far  we  may 
be  led  :  for  neither  themselves  nor  their  rights  will  ever  be  aban- 
doned by  us. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  that  we  press  lliese  matters 
warmly  and  firmly,  under  this  idea,  that  the  war  between  Spain 

/and  Great  Britain  will  be  begun  before  you  receive  this;  and  such 

a  moment  must  not  be  lost.     But  should  an  accommodation  take 

.place,  we  retain,  indeed,  the  same  object  and  the  same  rcsoUk 

.    tions  unalterably ;  but  your  discretion  will  suggest,  that  in  llnR 
event,  they  must  be  pressed  more  softly,  and  that  patience  and 

'  persuasion  must  temper  your  conferences,  till  either  these  may 
prevail,  or   some  other  circumstance   turn  up,  which  may  en- 

•  able  us  to  use  other  means  for  the  attainment  of  an  object,  which 
we  are  determined,  in  the  end,  to  obtain  at  every  risk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
■  "'  '■     '-  .        Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  XXXI  V 


V.    '  •■•    . 


I    •¥ 


I        > 


TO   M.    DE    FINTO. 


Sir, 


Now  York,  August  7,  171H). 


Under  cover  of  the  acquainlunco  I  had  the  honor  of  contracting 
with  you,  during  llio  negotiations  wo  transacted  together  in  I^on- 
don,  \  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  the  present  letter.  The 
friendly  dispositions  you  were  tlien  pleased  to  express  towards 
this  country,  which  were  sincerely  and  reciprocally  felt  on  my 
part  towards  yours,  Halter  mo  with  the  hope  you  Will  assist  in  ma- 
turing a  subject  for  their  conmion  good.  As  yet,  we  have  not  the 
information  necessary  to  present  it  to  you  formally,  as  the  minister 
of  h<>r  most  faithful  Majesty.  1  beg,  therefore,  that  this  letter 
may  be  considered  as  between  two  individual  friends  of  their  re- 
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spective  countries,  preliminary  to  a  formal  proposition,  and  meant 
to  give  an  acceptable  shape  to  that. 

It  is  unnecessary,  with  your  Excellency,  to  go  through  the  his- 
tory of  our  first  experiment  in  government ;  the  result  of  which 
was,  a  watit  of  such  tone  in  the  governing  powers,  as  might  effect 
the  good  of  those  committed  to  their  care.  The  nation  become 
sensible  of  this,  have  changed  its  organization,  made  a  better  dis- 
tribution of  its  powers,  and  given  to  them  more  energy  and  inde- 
pendence. The  new  government  has  now,  for  some  time,  been 
uniler  way  ;  and  so  far,  gives  a  confidence  diat  it  will  answer  its 
purposes.  Abuses  under  die  old  forms,  have  led  us  to  lay  the 
basis  of  the  new,  in  a  rigorous  economy  of  the  public  contributions. 
This  principle  will  shew  itself  in  our  diplomatic  establishments  ; 
and  the  rather,  as  at  such  a  distance  from  Europe,  and  with  such 
an  ocean  between  us,  we  hope  to  meddle  little  in  its  quarrels  or 
combinations.  Its  peace  and  its  commerce  are  what  we  shall 
court;  and  to  cultivate  these,  we  propose  to  place  at  the  courts  of 
Europe  most  interesting  to  us,  dipionmtic-  rjiaracters  of  economi- 
cal grade,  and  shall  be  glad  to  receive  like  ones  in  exciiange. 
The  iujportant  comnierre  carried  on  between  your  country  and 
ours,  and  the  proofs  of  friendly  disposition  towards  us  which  her 
Majesty  has  manifested,  induce  us  to  wish  for  such  an  exchange 
with  her,  to  ex})ress  our  sensibility  at  the  iiitiniations  heretofore 
received  of  her  readiness  to  meet  our  wish  in  this  point,  and  ojr 
regret  at  the  delay  which  has  proceeded  from  the  circumstances 
before  touched  on.  The  grade  to  be  exchanged  is  the  preseni 
question,  and  that  on  which  I  ask  a  friendly  and  informal  consul- 
tation with  you.  That  of  charge  des  afl'aires,  is  liie  one  we 
would  prefer.  It  is  duu  we  employ  at  the  court  of  Madrid.  But 
it  has  been  said,  that  by  die  eticjuette  of  yoiu-  coiut,  that  grade 
cannot  be  received  there  under  a  favorable  countenance.  Some- 
thing like  this  existed  at  the  court  of  Madrid.  But  his  most  Ca- 
tholic; Majesty,  in  consideration  of  our  peculiar  circumstances,  dis- 
{)ensed  with  a  general  rule  in  our  favor  and  in  our  pariicular  case  ; 
and  o(u*  charge  des  afiaires  there,  enjoys  at  court  the  privileges, 
the  respect  and  favor  due  to  a  friendly  nation,  to  a  nation  whom 
distance  and  diflerence  of  circumstances  liberate,  in  some  degree, 
from  an  eti(|uette,  to  which  it  is  a  stranger  at  home  as  well  as 
abroad.  The  representative  of  her  Majesty  here,  under  what- 
ever name  iiuitual  convenicMice  nr.iy  designate  bin),  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  the  plentitude  of  friendship  and  favor.  May  we  not  ask 
a  reciprocal  treatment  of  ours  with  you  ?  The  nations  of  Europe 
have  already  seen  the  necessity  of  distinguishing  America  from 
Europe,  even  m  their  treaties ;  and  a  difference  of  commerce,  of 
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government,  of  condition  and  character,  must  every  day  evince, 
more  and  moie,  the  impracticability  of  involving  them  under  com- 
mon regulations.  Nor  ought  a  difference  of  arrangement  with 
respect  to  us,  to  excite  claims  from  others  'vhose  circumstances 
bear  no  similitude  to  ours. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  these  considerations  to  your  Excellency's 
wisdom  and  goodness.  You  will  see  them  to  be  such  as  could 
not  be  offered  formally.  They  must  shield  themselves  under  the 
protection  of  those  sentiments  of  veneration  and  esteem,  with 
which  your  character  heretofore  inspired  me,  and  which  I  flattered 
myself  were  not  merely  indifferent  to  you.  Be  so  good  as  to 
honor  with  a  conference  hereon,  the  bearGr>  Colonel  Humphreys, 
(who  was  known  to  you  in  London)  a  genl^^man  who  has  long 
been  of  the  President's  family,  and  whose  wo  :th  has  acquired  so 
much  of  our  confidence,  that  whatever  shall  be  arranged  with 
him,  on  this  subject,  may  be  considered  as  settled.  Presuming 
on  a  continuance  of  her  Majesty's  dispositions,  accept  this  private 
assurance  that  a  proper  person  shall  be  appointed  in  due  forni  to 
reside  with  you,  as  soon  as  we  shall  know  the  result  of  your  de- 
liberations with  Colonel  Humphreys,  whom  I  beg  leave  to  present  to 
your  notice ;  adding  die  homage  of  those  sentiments  of  respect 
and  attachment,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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I.  ETTKR    XXXV. 


TO   JOSHUA    JOHNSON. 


■ '  V 


Sir, 


New  York,  August  7,  17;»0. 


The  President  of  the  United  States,  desirous  of  availing  his 
country  of  the  talents  of  its  best  citizens  in  their  respective  lines, 
has  thought  proper  to  nominate  you  consul  for  the  United  States, 
at  the  port  of  I^ondon.  The  extent  of  our  commercial  and  po- 
litical connections  with  that  country,  marks  the  importance  of  the 
trust  he  confides  to  you,  and  the  more,  as  we  have  no  diplomatic 
character  at  that  court.  1  shall  spy  more  to  you  in  a  future  letter 
on  the  extent  of  the  consular  functions,  which  are,  in  general,  to 
be  confined  lo  the  superintendence  and  patronage  of  commerce 
and  navigation :  but  in  your  position,  we  must  desire  somewhat 
more.     Political  intelligence  from  that  country  is  interesting  to  us 
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in  a  high  degree.  We  must,  tlierelore,  ask  you  to  furnish  us  with 
this  as  far  as  you  shall  be  able ;  to  send  us  moreover  the  gazette 
of  the  court,  Wood  fall's  parliamentary  paper,  Debretl's  parlia- 
mentary register;  and  to  serve  sometimes  as  ?  centre  for  our  corres- 
pendences  with  other  parts  of  Europe,  by  receiving  and  forward- 
ing letters  sent  to  your  care.  It  is  desirable  that  we  be  annually 
informed  of  the  extent  to  which  the  British  fisheries  are  carried 
on  within  each  year,  stating  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  ves- 
sels, and  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  respective  fisheries, 
to  wit,  the  northern  and  southern  whale  fisheries,  and  the  cod 
fishery.  !  have  as  yet  no  statement  of  them  for  the  year  1789, 
with  which,  therefore,  I  will  thank  you  to  begin.  While  the  press 
of  seamen  continues,  our  seamen  in  ports  nearer  to  you  than  to 
Liverpool,  (where  Mr.  Maury  is  consul)  will  need  your  protection. 
The  liberation  of  those  impressed  should  be  desired  of  the  proper 
authority,  with  due  firmness,  yet  always  in  temperate  ard  respect- 
fiil  terms,  in  which  way,  indeed,  all  applications  to  government 
siiould  be  made. 

The  public  papers  herein  desired  may  come  regularly,  once  a 
month,  by  the  British  packet,  and  intermediately,  by  any  vessels 
bound  directly  either  to  Philadelphia  or  New  York.  All  expenses 
incurred  for  papers  and  |X)stages,  shall  be  paid  at  such  intervals  as 
ynu  choose,  either  here,  on  your  order,  or  by  bill  on  London, 
whenever  you  transmit  to  me  an  account. 

There  was  a  bill  brought  into  the  legislature  for  the  establish- 
ment of  some  regulations  in  the  consular  ofiices :  but  it  is  post- 
poned to  the  next  session.  That  bill  proposed  some  particular 
fees  for  particular  services.  They  were,  however,  so  small,  as  to 
be  no  object.  As  there  will  be  little  or  no  legal  emolument  an- 
nexed to  the  office  of  consul,  it  is,  of  course,  not  expected  that  it 
shall  render  any  expense  incumbent  on  him. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Tii:  Jefferson. 
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LET'J'ER    XXX  VI. 


TO    WILLIAM     SHORT. 


'■'i 


New  York,  August  10,  1700. 

Dear  Sir, 

This  letter,  with  the  very  confidential  papers  it  incloses,  will  be 
delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Barrett  with  his  own  hands.  If  there  be 
no  war  between  Spain  and  England,  they  need  be  known  to 'your- 
self alone.  But  if  that  war  be  begun,  or  whenever  it  shall  begin, 
we  wish  you  to  communicate  them  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
on  v/hose  assistance  we  know  w(;  can  count  in  matters  whicli  in- 
terest both  our  countries.  He  and  you  will  consider  how  Air  the 
contents  of  diese  papers  may  be  communicated  to  the  Count  de 
Montmorin,  and  his  inHuenre  be  asked  with  the  court  of  Madrid. 
France  will  be  called  into  the  war,  as  an  ally,  and  not  on  any  pre- 
tence of  the  quarrel  being  in  any  degree  her  own.  She  may 
reasonably  require  then,  that  Spain  should  do  every  thing  which 
depends  on  her,  to  lessen  the  number  of  her  enemies.  She 
cannot  doubt  that  we  shall  be  of  that  number,  if  she  does  not 
yield  our  right  to  the  coinmon  use  of  the. Mississippi,  and  the  means 
of  using  and  securing  it.  You  will  observe,  we  state  in  general 
the  necessity,  not  only  of  our  having  a  port  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river  (without  which  we  could  make  no  use  of  the  navigation  at 
all)  but  of  its  being  so  well  separated  from  the  territories  of  Spain 
and  her  jiuisdiction,  as  not  to  engender  daily  disputes  and  broils 
between  us.  It  is  certain,  that  if  Spain  were  to  retain  any  juris- 
diction over  our  entrep«)t,  her  officers  would  abuse  that  jurisdic- 
tion, and  our  people  would  abuse  their  privileges  in  it.  Both  par- 
ties must  foresee  this,  and  that  it  will  end  in  war.  Hence  the 
necessity  of  a  well  defined  separation.  Nature  has  decided  what 
shall  be  the  geography  of  that  in  the  end,  whatever  it  might  be  in 
the  beginning,  by  cutting  oft' from  the  adjacent  countries  of  Florida 
and  Louisiana,  and  inclosing  between  two  of  its  channels,  a  long 
and  narrow  slip  of  land,  called  the  Island  of  New  Orleans.  The 
idea  of  ceding  this,  could  not  be  hazarded  to  Spain,  in  the  first 
step:  it  would  be  too  disagreeable  at  first  view;  because  this  isl- 
and, with  its  town,  constitutes,  at  present,  their  principal  settlement 
in  that  part  of  their  dominions,  containing  about  ten  thousand  white 
inhabitants  of  every  age  and  sex.  Reason  and  events,  however, 
may,  by  little  and  little,  familiarise  them  to  it.  That  we  have  a 
right  to  some  spot  as  an  entrepot  for  our  commerce,  may  be  at 
once  afiirmed.     The   expediency,  too,  may  be  expressed,  of  so 
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locating  ii  as  to  cut  off  the  source  of  future  (juarrels  and  wars. 
A  disinterested  eye  looking  on  a  map,  will  remark  how  conve- 
niently this  tongue  of  land  is  form  d  for  thf  purpose;  the  Ib- 
berville  and  Amit  channel  offering  a  good  bou  idary  and  conveni- 
ent outlet,  on  the  one  side,  for  Florida,  and  tl  e  main  channel  an 
equally  good  boundary  and  ouUet,  on  the  other  side,  for  Louisiana ; 
while  the  slip  of  land  between,  is  almost  entirely  morass  or  sand- 
bank ;  tlie  whole  of  it  lower  than  the  water  of  the  river,  in  its 
iiighest  floods,  and  only  its  western  margin  (which  is  the  highest 
ground)  secured  by  banks  and  inhabited.  1  suppose  this  idea  too 
much  even  for  the  Count  de  Montmorin  at  first,  and  that,  there- 
fore, you  will  find  it  prudent  to  urge,  and  get  him  to  recommend 
to  the  Spanish  court,  only  in  general  terms,  '  a  port  near  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  with  a  circumjacent  territory  sufficient  for  its  support, 
well  defined,  and  extra-territorial  to  Spain,'  leaving  the  idea  to 
future  growth. 

1  inclose  you  the  copy  of  a  paper  distributed  by  the  Spanish 
commandant  on  the  west  side  of  tiie  ]Mississipj)i,  which  may  justify 
us  to  M.  de  Montmorin,  for  pushing  this  matter  to  an  immediate 
conclusion.  It  cannot  be  expected,  we  shall  give  Spain  time,  to 
be  used  by  her  for  dismembering  us. 

It  is  proper  to  apprise  you  of  a  circumstance,  which  may  shew 
the  expediency  of  being  in  some  degree  on  your  guard,  even  in 
your  commui.!-alions  to  the  court  of  France.  It  is  believed  here, 
that  the  Count  de  jNIousticr,  during  his  residence  witli  us,  con- 
ceived a  project  of  again  engaging  France  in  a  colony  upon  our 
continent,  and  that  he  directed  his  views  to  some  of  the  country 
on  the  Mississippi,  and  obtained  and  communicated  a  good  deal 
of  matter  on  the  subject  to  his  court.  Me  saw  the  immediate 
advantage  of  selling  some  yards  of  French  cloths  and  silks  to  the 
inhabitants  of  New  Orleans.  But  he  did  not  take  into  account 
what  it  would  cost  France  to  nurse  and  protect  a  colony  there^ 
till  it  should  be  able  to  join  its  neighbors,  or  to  stand  by  itself; 
and  then  what  it  would  cost  her  to  get  rid  of  it.  1  hardly  sus- 
pect that  the  court  of  France  could  be  seduced  by  so  partial  a 
view  of  the  subject  as  was  presented  to  them,  and  I  suspect  it  the 
less,  since  the  National  Assembly  has  constitutionally  excluded 
conquest  from  the  objects  of  their  government.  It  may  be  added, 
too,  that  the  place  being  ours,  their  yards  of  cloth  aiid  silk  would 
be  as  freely  sold  as  if  it  were  theirs. 

You  will  perceive  by  this  letter,  aid  the  papers  it  incloses, 
what  part  of  the  ideas  of  the  Count  d'Estain  coincide  with  our 
views.  Tb"  ./er  to  him  must  be  a  com))oun(l  of  civility  and 
reserve.  ssing  our  thankfulness   for  his  attentions;  that  we 
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consider  them  as  proofs  of  the  continuance  of  his  friendly  dispo- 
sitions, and  that  though  it  might  bo  out  of  our  system  to  implicate 
ourselves  in  trans-Atlantic  guarantees,  yet  other  parts  of  his  plans 
are  capable  of  being  improved  to  the  common  benefit  of  the  par- 
ties. Be  so  gooii  as  to  say  to  him  something  of  this  kind,  verbally, 
and  so  as  that  the  matter  may  be  ended  as  between  him  and  us. 

On  the  whole,  in  the  event  of  war,  it  is  left  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  yourself,  how  far  you  will  develope 
the  ideas  now  communicated,  to  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  and 
how  far  you  will  suffer  them  to  be  dcyeloped  to  the  Spanish 
court. 

I  inclose  you  a  pamphlet  by  Hutchins  for  your  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  iVIissiLyiijpi ;  and  am,  with  sentiments  of 
perfect  esteem  and  attacl;  *    t,  ■  "ar  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 
ifc  Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTEK    XXX  VI  I. 


TO    COLONEL    DAVID    Hl'MPHREyS. 


Sir, 


New  York,  Auguul  II,  I790. 


The  President  having  thought  proper  to  confide  several  special 
matters  in  Europe  to  your  care,  it  will  be  expedient  that  you  take 
your  passage  in  the  first  convenient  vessel  bound  to  the  port  of 
London. 

When  there,  you  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  Mr.  G.  Morris 
and  to  Mr.  Johnson,  the  letters  and  papers  you  will  have  in  charge 
for  them,  to  communicate  to  us  from  thence  any  interesting  pub- 
lic intelligence  you  may  be  able  to  obtain,  and  then  to  take  as 
early  a  passage  as  possible,  to  Lisbon. 

At  Lisbon,  you  will  deliver  the  letter  wiUi  which  you  are  charg- 
ed for  the  Chevalier  Pinto,  putting  on  it  tlie  address  proper  to  his 
present  situation.  You  know  the  contents  of  this  letter,  and  will 
make  it  the  subject  of  such  conferences  witli  him,  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  obtain  our  point  of  establishing  there  the  diplomatic 
grade,  which  alone  coincides  with  our  system,  and  of  insuring  its 
reception  and  treatment  with  the  requisite  respect.  Communicate 
to  us  the  result  of  your  conferences,  and  then  proceed  to  Madrid. 

There  \  ou  will  deliver  the  letters  and  papers  which  you  have 
in  rharce   for  Mr.  Carmichael,  the  contents  of  all  which  are 
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known  to  you.  Be  so  good  as  to  multiply,  as  much  as  possible, 
your  conferences  with  him,  in  order  to  possess  him  fully  of  the 
special  matters  sketched  out  in  those  papers,  and  of  the  state  of 
our  affairs  in  general. 

Your  stay  there  will  be  as  long  as  its  objects  may  require,  only 
taking  care  to  return  to  Lisbon  by  the  time  you  may  reason- 
ably expect  that  our  answers  to  your  letters  to  be  written  from 
Lisbon,  may  reach  that  place.  This  cannot  be  earlier  than  the 
first  or  second  week  of  January.  These  answers  will  convey  to 
you  the  President's  further  pleasure. 

Through  the  whole  of  this  business,  it  will  be  best  that  you  ovoid 
all  suspicion  of  being  on  any  public  business.  This  need  be 
known  only  to  the  Chevalier  Pinto  and  Mr.  Carmichael.  The 
former  need  not  know  of  your  journey  to  Madrid,  or  if  it  be  ne- 
cessary, he  may  be  made  to  understand  that  it  is  a  journey  of 
curiosity,  to  fill  up  the  interval  between  writing  your  letters  and 
receiving  the  answers.  To  every  other  person,  it  will  be  best  that 
you  appear  as  a  private  traveller. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  allows  you  from  this  date, 
at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year, 
for  your  services  and  expenses,  and  moreover,  what  you  may  in- 
cur for  the  postage  of  letters ;  until  he  shall  otherwise  order. 

Tu:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    X  X  X  V I  1 1 . 


TO    fiOVERNEUH    MORRIS. 


New  York,  AuguHt  12,  1790. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  May  the  29th  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  duly  received.  You  have  placed  their  j)roposi- 
tion  of  exchanging  a  minister  on  proper  ground.  It  must  certainly 
come  from  them,  and  come  in  unequivocal  form.  Willi  those 
who  respect  their  own  dignity  so  much,  ours  must  not  be  counted 
at  nought.  On  their  own  projxjsal  formally,  to  exchange  a  minis- 
ter, we  sent  them  one.  They  have  taken  no  notice  of  that,  and 
talk  of  agreeing  to  exchange  one  now,  as  if  the  idea  were  new. 
Besides,  what  they  are  saying  to  you,  they  are  talking  to  us 
through  Quebec  ;  but  so  informally,  that  they  may  disavow  it  when 
they  please.  It  would  only  oblige  them  to  make  the  fortune  of 
the  poor  Major,  whom  they  would  pretend  to  sacrifice.     Through 
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him,  they  talk  of  a  minister,  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  alliance. 
If  the  object  of  the  latter  be  honorable,  it  is  useless;  if  dishonora- 
ble, inadmissible.  These  tamperings  prove,  they  view  a  war  as 
very  possible ;  and  some  symptoms  indicate  designs  against  tlie 
Spanish  possessions  adjoining  us.  The  consequences  of  their  ac- 
quiring all  the  country  on  our  frontier,  from  the  St.  Croix  to  the 
St.  Maiy's,  are  too  obvious  to  you,  to  need  devclopeinent.  You 
will  readily  see  the  dangers  which  would  then  environ  us.  We 
wish  you,  therefore,  to  intimate  to  them  that  we  cannot  be  indif- 
ferent to  enterprises  of  this  kind.  That  we  should  contemplate  a 
change  of  neighbors  with  extreme  uneasiness;  and  that  a  due  ba- 
lance on  our  borders  is  not  less  desirable  to  us,  than  a  balance  of 
power  in  Europe  has  always  appeared  to  them.  Wti  wish  to  be 
neutral,  and  we  will  be  so,  if  they  ivill  execute  the  treaty  fairly, 
and  attempt  no  conquests  adjoining  us.  The  fiist  condition  is  just ; 
the  second  iniposes  no  hardship  on  them.  They  cannot  com- 
plain that  the  other  dominions  of  Spain  would  be  so  narrow  as  not 
to  leave  them  room  enough  for  conquest.  If  the  war  takes  place, 
we  would  really  wish  to  be  quieted  on  these  two  points,  offering  in 
return  an  honorable  neutrality.  More  dian  Uiis,  they  are  not  to 
expect.  It  will  be  proper  that  these  ideas  be  conveyed  in  deli- 
cate and  friendly  terms;  but  that  they  be  conveyed,  if  the  war 
takes  place  :  for  it  h  in  that  case  alone,  and  not  till  it  be  begun, 
that  we  would  wish  our  dispositions  to  he  known.  But  in  no  case, 
need  Uiey  think  of  our  accepting  any  equivalent  for  the  posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem.  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    XXX  IX, 


TO    ftOVEIlNOU    HANCOCK. 


Sir, 


New  York,  August  24,  1790. 


The  representatives  of  the  United  States  i)ave  been  pleased  to 
refer  to  me  the  representation  from  the  general  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  subject  of  the  whale  and  cod  fisheries,  which  had 
been  transmitted  by  yonr  Excellency,  with  an  instruction  to  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof,  and  report  my  ophiion  thereupon  to  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  To  prepare  such  a  report  as  may  con- 
vey to  them  the  information  necessary  to  lead  to  an  adequate  re- 
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inedy,  it  is  indispensable  that  1  obtniii  a  siatenicnt  of  the  fisheries, 
comprehending  such  a  period  before  and  since  tlie  war,  as  may 
shew  (he  extent  to  which  they  were  and  are  carried  on.  With 
such  a  stntement  inider  their  view,  Congress  may  be  able,  by 
conipariiiii  tlu;  circumstances  which  existed  when  ihe  fisheries 
Hom-ished,  widi  those  which  exist  at  this  moment  of  their  decline, 
to  discover  the  cause  of  that  decline,  and  provide  either  a  remedy 
for  it,  or  something  which  may  countervail  its  ellcct.  Tliis  infor- 
mation i,u\  be  obtained  no  where  but  in  the  State  over  which 
your  Excellency  presides,  and  under  no  other  auspices  so  likely 
to  j)roduce  it.  May  I,  therefore,  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting 
your  Excellency  to  charge  with  the  collecting  and  furnishing  me 
this  information,  some  j)erson  or  persons  who  may  be  compejont 
to  the  object.  Taking  a  |)oint  of  connncncement  at  a  proper  in* 
terval  before  the  year  of  greatest  prosperity,  there  should  be  stated 
in  a  table,  year  by  year,  under  dilferent  columns  as,  follows : 

1.  The  lunnber  of  vessels  fitted  out  each  year  for  the  cod  fish- 
ery.    2.  Tlii'ir  tonnage.     iJ.  The  number  of  seamen  employed. 

4.  The  quantity  of  fish  taken ;  1.  of  superior  quality;  2.  of  inferior. 

5.  The  quantity  of  each  kind  ex[)orle(l;  1.  to  Europe,  and  to 
what  countries  there;  2.  to  oiIkm',  and  what  parts  of  America. 
G.  The  average  prices  at  the  markets,  1.  of  Europe  ;  2.  of  Ame- 
rica. With  respect  to  the  whale  fishery,  after  the  three  first  ar- 
ticles, tlie  followiim;  should  be  substituted.  4.  Whether  to  the 
noithern  or  soutliern  fishery.  ^>'  The  (|!iantity  of  oil  taken;  1.  of 
the  spermaceti  whale;  2.  of  the  other  kinds.  0.  To  what  market 
each  kind, was  sent.  7.  The  average  prices  of  each.  As  the 
ports  from  which  the  equipments  were  made,  could  not  be  stated 
in  the  same  table  conveniently,  they  might  form  a  separate  one. 
It  would  be  \(My  material  that  I  should  receive  this  information  by 
the  (irst  of  Xo\ember,  as  I  might  bi;  able  to  bestow  a  more  uiulis- 
turbed  attention  to  the  subject  before  than  after  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  and  it  would  be  better  to  ))resent  it  to  them  at  the  be- 
ginning, than  towards  the  close  of  a  session. 

The  peculiar  degree  of  Interest  with  which  this  subject  must 
afleci-  the  State-  of  Massachusetts;  the  impossibility  of  ojataining 
"^'|S^Wi>'  iidormation  fro!n  aay  oUier  quater,  and  the -slender 
njlem}^<.Us]ioul(l  have  of  acq:!iriiig  it  from  thence,  withou't.the  aid 
"f^>M'  •^'^^^^'"f*'icy,  will,  1  h)|);*,  be  a  sulficicnt  apolo-^y  fpr  the 
tF,ouble  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  you:  and  1  am  happy  in  every 
occasion  of  repeating  assurances  of  the  respect  and  attachment 
with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 
»      •  -  ,,•  Th:  Jefferson. 

VOL.    III.  10  '       s. 
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I.ETTKR     XL. 


TO  8YLVANUS  BUURNt:,  Consul  at  HisjHiniola. 

New  York,  Aiiirust  2'»,  17!K). 
Sir, 

1  inclose  you  herein  sinulry  papers  ccntninini;  a  reprcsentaiion 
from  Messrs.  I  [xlike  and  Karle  ol  Proviilencc,  who  coin|)lain  thnt 
their  sloop  Nancy  was  seised  in  ihe  island  of  llispaniola,  and 
lhou<j;h  wiihoiii  roimdation,  as  her  ac(juitial  proved,  yet  they  were 
subjected  to  the  pnynient  of  very  heavy  expenses.  It  is  to  be 
observetl,  thai  in  no  country  does  u;overnnier.t  pay  the  costs  of  a 
defendant  in  aiiy  prosecution,  and  that  often,  tlionsdi  the  parly  be 
acquitted,  liierc  may  iiave  been  colorable  cause  for  the  prosecu- 
tion. However  this  may  have  been  in  the  present  case,  shoidd 
the  parties  think  proper  to  endeavor  by  their  own  assent,  to  obtain 
a  reimbursement  from  the  govt?rnment  or  from  individuals  of 
Hispaniola,  1  take  the  liberty  of  recommending;  their  cause  to 
your  patroni'j^e,  so  far  as  evidence  and  law  shall  be  in  their  favor. 
li  they  address  the  government,  you  will  sup|K)rt  their  demands 
on  the  ground  of  right  and  annty  ;  i<'  they  institute  process  against 
individuals,  counterpoise  by  the  patronage  and  weight  of  your 
public  character,  any  weight  of  character  whicii  may  be  opposed 
to  their  obtaining  of  justice. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Til  :    JKFFtllSON. 
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(Hrrulftr  to  the  Consuls  and  f^irc  Consuls  of  the  United  States, 


Sir, 


Now  York,  August  '-iti,  171K». 


I  expected  ere  this,  to  have  been  able  to  send  you  an  act  of 
Congress,  prescribing  some  special  duties  and  regulations  for  the 
exercise  of  the  considar  ollicetj  of  the  L'niled  States:  but  Con-^ 
gross  not  having  been  able  to  mature  the  act  sufficiently,  it  lio.^ 
over  to  their  next  session.  In  the  mean  while,  1  beg  leave  to 
draw  your  attention  to  some  matters  of  information,  whicli  it  i.< 
interesting  to  receive. 

1  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  commiuiicatc  to  me  every  six 
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inontlis,  a  lopoil  of  tlio  vessek  of  the  United  States  which  enter 
at  the  })orts  ol"  your  district,  specifying  the  name  and  burthen  of 
each  vessel,  of  wJiat  (U'scription  siie  is,  (to  wit,  ship,  snow,  brijj;, 
fice.)  the  names  of  the  master  and  owners,  and  numher  of  seamen, 
the  jK)rt  of  the  liiiied  States  from  which  she  ch'..red,  phices 
touched  at,  her  caru;ooiilWi;.d  a;;«'  inward,  and  the  owners  ijiereof, 
the  port  to  wiiich  she  is  hound,  and  limes  of  arrival  atid  dtparture; 
the  whole  arraui^ed  in  a  table  undi-r  tliilerent  columns,  and  the 
reports  closina;  on  the  last  days  of  .lun«'  and  l)»'cemher. 

W'r  wish  you  to  usr*  your  endenvors  thai  no  vessel  enler  as  an 
American  in  the  ports  of  your  district,  which  >hall  not  be  truly 
such,  and  that  none  b(;  sold  iiiuler  that  name,  which  are  not  really 
of  the  I'nited  Stales. 

That  vou  irive  to  me,  from  time  to  time,  information  of  all  mili- 
tary preparations,  and  other  indications  of  war  which  may  lake 
place  in  vour  ports;  and  wIkmi  a  war  shall  appear  imminent,  that 
von  notify  thereof  th«?  merchants  and  vessels  «>f  the  Tniied  Slates 
within  your  district,  that  tiicy  may  be  duly  on  their  cjuard :  and  in 
;:;eneral,  that  you  communicate  to  me  such  political  and  commercial 
iMlclli;ieiice,  as  you  may  think  inU'restini;  to  the  l^iited  States. 

'I'he  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of  the  I  nited  States  are  free  to 
wear  the  uniform  of  their  navy,  if  they  choose  to  do  so.  Tiiis  is 
a  <leep  bluj'  coat  with  red  facin<;s,  linini;  and  cufls,  the  cuffs 
slashetl  and  a  standinp;  collar;  !■  red  waistcoat  (laced  or  not  at  the 
elt'ction  of  tli<'  wearer)  and  blue  breecbcN;  yellow  buttons  widi  a 
fold  anchor,  and  l)lack  cockades  and  small  swords. 

He  |)leise(l  to  observe,  that  the  vice  consul  of  one  district  is 
not  at  all  subordinate  to  tlie  consul  of  another.  They  are  equally 
indf'pendenl  of  eacli  other. 

'riie  Jiround  of  distincti(»n  between  these  two  ofTicers  is  this. 
i)in  siovernment  thinks,  that  to  whatever  there  may  be  either  of 
honor  or  profit  resulting  from  the  consular  oflicc,  native  citizens 
are  first  entitled,  where  such,  of  juoper  character,  Vvill  undertake 
the  tlnties;  but  where  none  such  olllr,  a  vice  consul  is  api)oinled 
ol  any  other  nation.  Should  a  jaoptir  native  come  forward  at  any 
luture  time,  he  will  be  named  consul;  but  this  nomination  will  not 
revoke  the  connnission  of  vice  consul:  it  will  only  suspend  his 
functions  during  the  com.  uiance  of  the  consul  within  the  limits  of 
his  jurisdiction,  and  on  his  {le|)arlure  therefrom,  it  is  meant  that 
the  vice  consular  authority  shall  revive  of  course,  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  re-appointment. 

It  is  understood,  that  consuls  and  vice  consuls  have  authority  of 
course,  to  appoint  their  own  aj^enls  in  tin-  several  |)orts  of  their 
district,  and  that  it  is  with  themselves  alone  tiiose  agents  are  to 
corrcs|x>nd. 
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It  will  bo  best  not  fatisiiiu  tlie  2;ovcriiincnl  in  wliicb  voii  reside, 
or  (bose  in  atitbority  un(bM-  it,  uitb  npplieations  in  uniniportiint 
rases,  llii>ban(l  tbrir  ^;()()(l  disposiiions  lor  occasions  of  sonn'  mo- 
ment, and  let  all  repr*  sentaiioiis  to  t  ^-m  be  conclied  i.i  llie  niosl 
temperate  and  friendly  terms,  never  indtii^inu;  in  any  case  wiial- 
ever,  a  s\wz}g  expr  -sion  ubicb  may  irritate. 

I  liave  tbe  bonor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  biirii- 
blo  servant, 

Til :  Jlffkkson. 


i.i;iTi-.u    xi.ii. 


to    WIf.l.lAM     SHOKT. 


'.  !'  i' 


Now  York,  Aiiiriist  QO,  17!)0. 

Dkau  Siu, 

INIy  last  letters  to  yon  liave  been  ol'  tin;  2i){\\  ol'  .Inly,  and  lOtJi 
instant.      ^ Onrs  of  May  tin;  ICub,  No.  .51,  bas  come  to  band. 

1  inclose  yon  sundry  papers,  by  wbicb  yon  will  perceive,  tbat 
tbe  expression  in  tbe  elcventb  article  of  otn'  tr»!alv  of  amity  and 
connnerce  wilb  France,  viz.  'ibat  tbe  subjects  of  tbe  I  ni'.ed 
States  sball  not  be  rejinted  Anbaines  //;  /'/v/zj/v,  and  conscijMently 
sball  be  <>\enipted  fron>  ilie  Droit  d'Anbaine,  or  oilier  similar  duty, 
under  wbat  name  soever,'  bas  bern  ct)nstrued  so  rii^oroiisly  to  tbe 
lett'T,  as  to  consider  us  as  Anbaines  in  tln^  m/onirs  of  France. 
Our  intercourse  wilb  tbose  colonies  is  so  ureal,  tbat  l"re(|uenl  and 
important  ios>es  will  accrue  to  individuals,  if  tbis  consirnciion  Ih« 
continued.  'VUc  deatb  of  tbe  master  or  supercaiu;o  of  a  vessel, 
rendered  a  snore  connnon  event  by  tbe  uidiealiliiness  of  tbe  cli- 
mate, tbrows  all  tbe  property  wbicb  was  eitber  bis,  or  mider  bis 
care,  into  contest.  I  presume  tbat  tin*  enliuibtened  Assembly  now 
eirzaired  in  relormiii'.:;  ilu'  remains  of  feudal  abuse  anioni;;  tbem, 
will  not  leave  so  inbospitable  an  one  as  tbe  Droit  d'Aubaine  exist- 
ing I,.  France,  or  any  of  its  dominions.  If  tbis  may  be  bc.ped,  it 
will  be  better  tbat  you  sbould  not  trouble  tbe  minister  wilb  any 
application  for  its  abolition  in  tbe  colonies  as  to  ns.  Tbis  would 
be  erectini;  into  a  spc-ial  fa\'or  to  us,  tbe  exiinclion  of  a  <j;eneral 
abuse,  wbicb  will,  I  pn'sume,  extinu;uisb  of  its(dl.  Only  be  so 
cood  as  to  see,  tbat  in  abolisbini;  tbis  odious  law  in  l''raiice,  its 
abolilioti  in  tbe  colonies  also,  be  not  omitted  by  inert?  ov(M'sii;bt: 
but  if,  contrary  to  expectatu»ns,  ibis  frai!;menl  of  barbarism  bi; 
siiflered  to  remain,  tlu-n  it  will  become  necessary  tbat  yon  brini^ 
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r  om-  treatv,  so  as  to  relieve  our  eiti'/,<'ns  IVom  this  species  of  ris 
and  ruin  hereafter.  Supposin<;  th  ^  matter  to  rest  on  the  eleventh 
article  oijlv,'it  is  inconceivahle,  that  he,  who  with  respect  to  his 
personal  tjoods  is  as  a  nati\e  citi/en  in  the  mother  country,  should 
he  deemed  a  ioreiiruer  in  its  colonies.  Accordimclv,  vou  will 
perceive  hy  the  opinions  of  Doctor  I'Vanklin  and  Doctor  I^ee, 
two  of  our  n»inis|ers  who  net^otiated  and  siijned  the  treaty,  that 
thev  ronsidend  that  riu;hl  stipidated  for  us  In  Fninre,  were  meant 
to  exist  in  all  the  i/o/ninloiis  (j'  France . 

Considering  this  (|U(>stion  under  tin*  second  article  of  the  treaty 
also,  we  are  exempte<l  from  tiie  Droit  d'Auhaint!  in  all  the  do- 
minions of  l''rance  :  for  hy  that  article,  no  jiarticular  favor  is  to  hti 
•granted  to  any  other  nation,  which  shall  not  innnediatdy  hccome 
eouiuion  to  the  oilier  parlv.  iVow,  hv  the  forl\ -fotu'lh  article  «)f 
the  trcalv  hctwicn  France  and  Knu;lan(l,  which  was  suli>c(|iicnt  to 
ours,  it  is  stipulated,  '(|ue  dans  tout  e«?  (pii  eoncerne — Ivs  sutnit- 
siftiis  (lis  hirns  niolnlltrs — Ics  sujcMs  dr:<  deux  hautes  parlies  con- 
(ractantes  am'ont  ftnns  Irs  Flats  irsiHcd/s  les  ukmucs  privilci:;(;s, 
lihcrlrs  I'l  drolls,  <|ue  la  niilion  la  plus  lav()ri->ce.'  This  j;m\<;  to 
the  Kiiiili^li  the  ireiieral  aliolilion  of  the  Droit  (TAuhaine,  ciijoyed 
h\  tlie  I  lollaiitlcrs  unth  r  the  lirsl  article  of  their  treaty  with  l''i;nice, 
ol.lulv  the  J.Jrd,  177. >,  which  is  in  ihcsc  words.  '  Les  siijets  des 
K.  (i.  des  I'.  I.',  (les  pays-has  ne  seror.l  |»oinI  a>suj(  itis  aii  Droit 
d'Auhaine  dans  les  I'fits  de  S.  !\I. '1.'.  (".'  Tins  fa\()r  ihen,  he- 
inn"  irranC'd  to  the  lvi;:lish  snhsecpienl  to  .our  Mealy,  wi-  hecomc 
eniiilcd  to  it  of  course  hy  the  article  in  (juesiiou.  I  have  il  not  in 
my  power  at  this  snoment,  to  imn  to  tin;  treat\  between  l'..inec 
and  Kiissia,  which  was  also  postt'rior  to  ours.  If  hy  that,  the  lius- 
siaiis  are  e\(>mp|e(!  from  the  Droit  d'Auhaine,  ^  (Inns  Irs  Hints  dv 
S.  ALT.  ('.'  it  is  a  !;iotind  ll;e  more  for  oiu'  claimiui;"  the'  exeuip- 
lion.  To  these,  vou  will  be  pleased  to  add  such  other  considera- 
tions of  reason,  lVien(lshi|),  hospitality  and  reciprocity,  as  will 
readily  occur  lo  yoursi  If. 

About  two  or  three'  weeks  atjo,  a  Mr.  Campbell  called  on  me, 
and  iiitrodui'ed  himself  by  observini:  that  bissitualion  was  an  awk- 
ward one,  that  he  had  come  from  Demu;irk  with  an  assurance  of 
beinn  employed  here  in  a  public  cliaracler,  that  he  was  actually 
in  service,  iboui^h  un-anno(niced.  lie  repealed  conversations  wliicli 
had  passed  between  Coimt  liernsloriraud  him,  and  asked  me  when 
a  minister  woidd  be  appointed  lo  that  eoinl,  or  a  cliaracler  sent  lo 
neiioiiaie  a  treaty  of  commerce  :  he  had  not  the  scrip  of  a  pen  to 
.lulheniicaie  himself,  bow('\er  informally.  I  lold  him  our  govern- 
ment had  not  yet  had  lime  to  settle  a  plan  of  foreign  arnuif^ements  ; 
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that  with  respect  to  Denmark  particularly,  1  might  safely  express 
to  him  those  sentiments  of  friendship  which  our  government  enter- 
tained for  Uiat  country,  and  assurances  that  the  King's  subjects 
would  always  meet  with  favor  and  j)rotection  here ;  and  in  general, 
I  said  to  him  those  things  which  being  true,  might  be  said  to  any 
body.  Ycj  can  perhaps  learn  something  of  him  from  the  Jiaron 
de  Blome.  If  he  be  an  unauthorised  man,  it  would  be  well  it 
should  be  known  here,  as  the  respect  which  our  citizens  might 
entertain,  and  the  credit  they  might  give  to  any  person  supposed 
to  be  honored  by  the  King's  appointment,  might  lead  them  into 
embarrassment. 

You  know  the  situation  of  the  new  loan  of  three  millions  of 
florins  going  on  at  Amsterdam.  About  one  half  of  this  is  destined 
for  an  immediate  payment  to  France;  but  advantage  may  be  gain- 
ed by  judiciously  timing  the  payment.  The  French  colonies  will 
<lonbtIess  claim  in  their  new  constitution,  a  right  to  receive  the 
necessaries  of  life  from  whomererwi'i  deliver  them  cheapest ;  to  wit, 
grain,  flour,  live  stock,  salted  fish,  and  other  salted  provisions.  It 
would  be  well  that  you  should  confer  with  their  deputies,  guard- 
edly, and  urgt  iliem  to  this  demand,  if  they  need  mging.  The 
justice  of  the  Natioiud  Assembly  will  probably  dispose  them  to 
grant  it,  and  the  clamours  of  the  liourdeaux  merchants  may  be 
silenced  by  tlu^  clamours  and  arms  of  the  colonies.  It  may  co- 
opeiate  with  the  inlluence  of  the  colonies,  if  favorable  dispositions 
towards  us  can  be  excited  in  the  moment  of  discussing  this  point. 
It  will  tlxMelore  be  left  to  you  to  say,  when  the  payment  shall  be 
made,  in  confidence  that  you  will  so  time  it,  as  to  forward  this 
great  object :  and  when  }  oii  make  this  payment,  you  may  increase 
its  einxM,  by  adding  assurances  to  the  minister,  that  measures  have 
been  taken  which  will  enabh!  us  to  pay  up,  within  a  very  short 
time,  all  arrears  of  principal  and  interest  now  due;  and  lurtlier, 
that  C.^ongress  has  fully  atuhoiistMl  oiu"  government  to  go  on  and 
pay  even  the  balance;  not  yet  due,  which  we  mean  to  do,  if  that 
money  can  b(*  borrowed  on  n'asoiiable  terms;  ai;(l  that  l"avora!>le 
arrangements  of  connnerce  between  us  and  their  colonies,  might 
<lispose  us  to  efVect  that  payment  with  less  regard  to  terms.  Yon 
will,  ol'  cotnse,  find  excuses  for  not  paying  the  ntoney  which  is 
ready  and  put  under  your  orders,  till  you  see  that  the  moment  has 
arrived  when  the  emotions  it  may  excite,  may  give  a  decisive  cast 
to  the  dcMuands  of  the;  colonies. 

The  newspapers,  as  tisnal,  will  accompany  the  present. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  atiachment,  FVar 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Til :  Jkfferson. 
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LETTKU    XI.III. 


TO  M.  LA  FORKST,   Comiil  of  France. 


Sir, 


New  York,  August  30,  1700. 


I  asked  the  favor  of  tlie  Serrotary  of  the  Troasiiry  to  coiisivlor 
the  fourth  article  of  the  consular  convention,  and  to  l<!t  me  know 
\vlicth(!r  lie  should  conclude  thai  consuls  not  exercising;  conmiercc, 
were  cxenipt  from  |)ayin!j;  duties  on  things  imported  lor  tiieir  own 
use.  I  furnished  him  no  ex()lanatio;'.  whatever,  of  what  had  pass- 
ed on  the  suhjeet  at  the  time  of  forming  the  convention,  because 
I  thought  it  should  he  decided  on  the  words  of  liie  convenlion,  as 
they  are  oilered  to  all  the  world,  and  dial  it  would  only  he  where 
lliese  are  e(juivocal,  that  explanations  might  he  adduced  from 
other  circumstances.  He  considered  the  naked  \\ord«  of  the  ar- 
ticle, and  delivered  mc  as  his  opinion,  that,  according  to  iliese, 
the  first  paragraph,  '  "^I'lie  consuls  and  vice  consuls,  &:c.  as  tlu; 
iiaiives  are,' suhjeclcd  <i!l  their  property,  in  whatever  form  atid 
under  whaKner  circumstances  it  existed,  to  the  saiiK;  <hities  and 
taxes  to  which  the  |)roperty  of  other  iiulividuars  is  liahh;,  and  ex- 
empts them  only  from  (arcs  on  t/uir  persons,  -is  poll  taxes,  head 
rates  for  the  poor,  for  town  charges,  &cc. ;  and  tiiat  the  second  pa- 
ragraph, '  Those  of  the  said  consuls,  bcc.  or  other  merchants,' 
suhjocted  such  of  them  as  exercised  commerce,  even  to  the  si»*!:c 
personal  taws  as  other  iiKMchants  are  :  that  the  second  par;igraph 
is  an  ahridgment  of  the  first,  not  an  onlargemenl  of  it ;  and  thai 
the  exemi)tion  of  those,  not  merchants,  which  seemed  hnplicd  in 
the  words  of  the  st;cond  paragraph,  could  not  he  admitted  against 
the  contrary  meaning,  directly  and  unequivocally  expressed  in  the 
fwst. 

Such,  Sir,  was  his  opinion,  and  it  is  exactly  conformahle  to 
what  the  negotiator;  had  in  \iew  in  forming  this  article.  I  have; 
turned  to  \\\v  pa|)ers  which  pass(>d  on  that  occasion,  and  I  find 
thai  di<>  fust  paragia|)li  was  proposed  in  tin;  first  project  gi\  ;n  in 
by  myself,  by  which  the  distinction  between  taxes  on  their  pro- 
))erly  and  n.xcs  on  their  persons,  is  clearly  enounced,  and  was 
ngreed  to:  but  as  our  merclumts  ex(?rcising  commerce  in  France;, 
woulil  have  cnjoycMl  n  much  greau>r  beiicrit  from  \\\v.  personal 
excmpiioii,  llian  those  of  France  do  here,  M.  (h-  Kcyiieval,  in  his 
first  counter-project,  inserted  the  second  paragraph,  to  which  I 
agreed.  So  lliat  the  object  was,  in  the  first  paragra|)h,  l(/  pnl 
consuls,   not  being  mercliants,  on  tJic  same  fooling  with  cilizcns, 
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not  ')t'in<;  moivliaiits  ;   niid   in   tlu.'   sfroiul,  to   put  consuls,  u>vi 
ciiiuits,  on  iIh*  biuiio  r.jotiiiu;  with  citi/eiis,  nierrliinits. 

This,  Sir,  wo  smpju;,;  to  be  lh(^  sense  of  the  convention,  wliieli 
ha?"  b^'^Miie  .i  pint  of  tiio  law  of  the  land,  and  tliu  law,  you  know, 
in  litid  country,  is  not  under  the  control  of  the  executive,  either  in 
h-i  nmaniii'!;  or  course.  We  must  reserve,  therefore,  for  more  la- 
vorahle  occasions,  our  (hs|)().siii;)ns  to  k  irlcr  the  situation  ul  th(! 
consuls  of  his  Miijcsty  as  easy  as  possihN',  hy  indidg<'nces  depeiid- 
ing  more  on  us;  and  of  pro-  inii  the  sentiments  of  esteem  and  at- 
tachment to  yours(  If  personally,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be.  Sir,  your  mosi  obedient  and  most  bumble  servant. 

']'h  :  Jkfkkrson. 
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York,  Aii.ruht  :il,  iriiU 
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Since  writini:;   my  letter  of  the  J()th,  it    has  biM'ii  decided   to 
ronnnit  to  your  care  ili»   traiisaciiim  of  very  important  mouc}  mat-  ./^ 

lers  at  Anolrrdam.  It  is  tliouiihl  necessary  that  v«»u  >lii»ul(i  '^o 
there  innnediately,  and  remain  there  about  thri-e  months,  to  pos- 
sess yourself  of  tlie  ground.  Tin;  Secri'lary  of  the  'J'reasury  will 
detail  to  you  the  particidais  re(|ui>iu!  there. 


Will 


1  respect  t(j  om-  allinrs  ai  I'ans,   we  trust,   m  y(Mn'  ahsenc** 


to  till'  friendship  of  the  Alar(|uis  de  la  Fayi'tte,  for  .such  iliim;s  as 
nre  impf)rtant  enoiiLih  to  merit  his  aiieniion.     'J'wt)  ot  the  sid/)ects 
latch 
tluM' 


•ivcn   \()U   in   charire,  are  of  this   de  '  "M'ion.     As  to  all 


o 


s,  do  them    by  letter  or  oiUerwise 


as 


necesv;;ii'v  joi-  \()i|    ( 


loubll 


ess,  somehmes  jo  a>U  ihe  atterilion  n|  flu 


can.      It  will  bo 
fth 


.Mari|iiis,  by  teller;  and  wlieie  you  think  the  moment  retpiires  es- 
scnlialU  \(»ur  presence,  it  is  understood  vou  will  come  to  Paris 
express,  retuniinij;  ai^aiu  to  Amsu.'rdam  as  «|uickly  as  circumstan- 
ces will  admit.  The  facilities  of  tra\cllim:,  in  Europe,  admit  of 
tills.  Slioiild  you  think  it  necessary,  you  may  appttint  a  secre- 
tary dmiiiir  your  abseiiee,  to  remain  at  Paris  and  commuiiicat*' 
with  \()U,  allowing;  him  a  salary  of  four  thousand  li\res  a  Near.  If 
you   think   ibis  not   ntjcessary,  you  of  course  will  not  mak»!  the 


appo-i  (inenl. 

I  am,  widi  siiicei-e 
dinil  bumbl(!  servant, 


and 


u;reat  esteem, 


,  r)(jar  Sir,  your 


Th:  J 


most  oil 

EFKKItSON. 
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Tl>    tjprVEHNKl'H    MORRIS. 

Pliiladelphia,  Hcreinhor  17,  17UU. 


Since  mine  to  yon  of  Anciust  the  12tli,  yours  of  July  the  3rd, 
August  llie  Kith  and  SepttMubcr  llie  1 8th,  have  come  to  hand. 
Tliby  suflice  to  remove  all  doubts  which  might  have  been  enter- 
tained as  to  the  real  intentions  of  the  British  cabinet,  on  the  seve- 
ral matters  confided  to  you.  The  view  of  government  in  trou- 
bling you  with  this  business,  was,  either  to  remove  from  between 
the  two  nations  all  causes  of  difference,  by  a  fair  and  friendly 
adjustment,  if  such  was  die  intention  of  the  odier  party,  or  to 
place  it  beyond  a  doubt  Uiat  such  was  not  their  intdntion.  In  re- 
sult, it  is  clear  enough  that  further  applications  would  tend  to  delay, 
rather  dian  advance  our  object.  It  is  Uieiefore  die  pleasure  of 
the  President,  dial  no  others  be  made ;  and  tlifit  in  whatever  state 
this  letter  may  Cmd  the  business,  in  that  state  it  be  left.  I  have  it 
in  charge,  at  die  same  dmo,  to  assure  you  diat  your  conduct  ii> 
diese  communications  widi  the  Hritish  ministers,  has  met  the 
President's  entire  approbation,  and  to  convey  to  you  his  acknow- 
bdgements  for  your  services. 

As  an  attendance  on  diis  business  must,  at  times,  have  interfer- 
ed widi  your  private  pursuits,  and  subjected  you  also  to  additional 
expenses,  F  have  die  honor  to  inclose  you  a  draft  on  our  bankers 
in  Holland,  for  a  thousand  dollars,  as  an  indemnilication  for  Uiose 
sacrifices. 

My  letter  of  August  the  12di,  desired  a  certain  odier  coinpfiu- 
uication  to  be  made  to  the  same  court,  il  «  war  should  have  ac- 
tually commenced.  If  die  event  has  not  already  called  for  it,  it 
is  considered  as  inexpedient  to  be  made  at  all. 

You  will,  of  course,  have  the  goodness  to  inform  us  of  whatever 
may  have  passed  further,  since  the;  date  of  your  last. 

In  conveying  to  you  this  testimony  of  approbadon  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  I  am  hanpy  in  an  occasion  of  re-   . 
peating  assurances  of  the  sentiments  of  |M)rfeci  esteem  and  re-  ' 
spect,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,    Dear  Sir,  your  most  ' 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

"'        Th  :  JKrFKP.soN. 
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I.  RTTKK     XI.  VI. 


TO    JOSHUA    JOHNSON. 
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Sir, 


Philadclpliin,  Deoembor  17,  1790. 


Though  not  yet  informed  of  your  receipt  of  my  letter,  cover- 
ing your  commission  as  consul  for  the  United  States,  in  the  port  of 
London,  yet  knowing  that  the  ship  has  arrived  hy  which  it  went,  1 
take  for  granted  the  letter  and  commission  have  gone  safe  to  hand, 
and  that  you  have  been  called  into  the  frequent  exercise  of  your 
office  for  the  relief  of  our  seamen,  upon  whom  such  multiplied  acts 
of  violence  have  been  committed  in  England,  by  press-gangs,  pre- 
tending to  takQthcm  for  British  subjects,  not  only  without  evidence, 
but  against  evidence.  By  what  means  may  be  procured  for  our 
seamen,  while  in  British  ports,  diat  secinity  for  their  persons  which 
the  laws  of  hospitality  require,  and  which  the  British  nation  will 
surely  not  refuse,  remains  to  be  settled.  In  the  mean  time,  there 
is  one  of  those  cases,  wherein  so  wilful  and  so  flagrant  a  violation 
has  been  cominitled  by  a  British  ofliccr,  on  the  person  of  one  of 
our  citizens,  as  requires  that  it  be  laid  before  his  government,  in 
friendly  and  finn  reliaticr  of  satisfiu'tion  for  the  injury,  and  of  as- 
surance for  the  funne,  that  iho  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
entering  the  port«^  of  (ireat  Britain,  in  |)ursiiit  of  a  lawful  com- 
merce, shall  be  proto  '('fl  by  the  laws  of  hospitality  in  usage  among 
nations. 

It  is  rt'prrscntrd  lo  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
Hugh  Purdie,  a  native  of  Williamsburg,  in  Virginia,  was  in  the 
month  of  July  last,  seised  in  Fiorulon  by  a  party  of  men,  calling 
themselves  press-oflicerts  'iisd  pretending  authorit}-  from  their  go- 
vernment so  to  do,  notnithstanding  bis  declarations  and  the  evi- 
dence he  off  M'f^d  of  ins  being  a  native  citizen  of  die  United  Slates ; 
and  that  ho  was  transfe-^c'd  on  board  the  Crescent,  a  British  ship 
of  war,  commanded  hy  a  Captain  Young.  Passing  over  the  inter- 
mediate violences  exercised  on  hiip,  because  not  peculiar  to  his 
case  (so  many  oi!  er  AirKircan  citizens  having  suffered  die  same) 
I  proceed  to  Ihr  p;;ri*i;ubr  one  wliicb  distinguishes  the  present 
representation.  Satisfactory  evidence  having  been  produced  by 
Mr.  John  Brown  CututJg,  a  >  iiizen  of  the  Uniunl  States,  '.o  the 
I^rds  of  tbe  Admirahy,  that  Hugh  Purdio  was  a  native  citizen  of 
the  same  Slates,  they,  in  their  justice,  ifsiied  orders  to  the  Lord 
Howe,  dieir  Admiral,  foi  iiis  discharge.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
lx)rd  Ho,;f  bad  sailed  with  the  fleet  of  which  the  Crescent  was. 
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But,  on  the  27th  of  August,  he  wrote  to  the  board  of  admiralty, 
that  he  had  received  their  orders  for  the  discharge  of  Hugh  Pur- 
die,  and  had  directed  it  accordingly.  Notwithstanding  these  or- 
ders, the  receipt  of  which  at  sea  Captain  Young  acknowledges, 
notwithstanding  Captain  Young's  confessed  knowledge  that 
Hugh  Purdie  was  a  citizen  ol  the  United  Suwes,  from  whence  it 
resulted  that  his  being  carried  on  board  the  r'rescent  and  so  long 
detained  there,  had  been  an  act  of  wrong,  which  called  for  expia- 
tory conduct  and  attentions,  rather  than  new  injuries  on  his  part 
towards  the  sufferer,  instead  of  discharging  him,  according  to  tlic 
orders  he  had  received,  oti  his  arrival  in  port,  wliich  was  on  the 
14th  of  September,  he,  on  the  15th,  confined  him  in  irons  for 
several  hours,  tiien  had  him  bound  and  scourges  in  presence  of 
liie  ship's  crew,  under  a  threat  to  die  executioner,  that  if  he  did 
not  do  his  duty  well,  he  should  take  the  place  of  the  sufferer.  At 
length  he  discharged  him  on  the  ITlli,  without  tlie  means  of  sub- 
sistence for  a  single  day.  To  establish  these  facts,  I  inclose  you 
copies  of  papers  comnnniicatcd  to  me  by  Mr.  Cutting,  who 
laid  the  case  of  Purdie  before  the  board  of  admiralty,  and  who 
can  corroborate  them  by  his  personal  evidence.  He  can  espe- 
cially verily  the  letter  of  Captain  Youncf,  were  it  necessary  to 
verify  a  paper,  the  original  of  which  is  under  the  command  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  and  this  paper  is  so  tnaierial,  as  to  supersede 
of  itself  all  other  testimony,  confessing  the  orders  to  discharge 
Purdie,  that  yet  he  had  wliij)ped  him,  and  that  it  was  impossible, 
without  giving  up  all  sense  of  discipline,  to  avoid  whipping  a  free 
American  citizen.  We  have  such  confidence  in  the  justice  of  the 
JJritish  goverinnent,  in  their  friendly  regard  to  these  States,  in  their 
respect  for  the  honor  and  good  understanding  of  the  two  countries, 
compromiited  by  this  act  of  their  ollirer,  as  not  lo  doubt  their  due 
notice  ol'  him,  indemnification  to  the  suflercr,  and  a  friendly  assu- 
rance to  these  States  that  effectual  measures  shall  be  adopted  in 
future,  to  protect  the  persons  of  their  citizens  while  in  British  ports. 

By  the  express  command  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
you  are  to  lay  this  case,  and  our  sense  of  it,  before  his  Britannic 
Majesty's  minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  urge  i'.  on  his  particular 
notice  by  all  the  motives  which  it  calls  up,  and  lo  communicate  lo 
me  the  resuh.         ^         -"^  '■.-'  .       '        .  '    " 

I  have  the  ^lonor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
hinnble  servant, 

Th  :  Jr.FFKUsoN. 


Si 
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LETTEK     XL VI  I 


TU   JUSllL'A    JOIINSUN. 


.•(* 


.  ^         i'ltiladulplita,  Oucuaibcr  W,i,  171)0. 

DCAH    SlK, 

The  vexations  ui'  uiir  seamen  and  their  suflurings  under  the 
press-gangs  of  England,  have  become  so  serious,  as  to  oblige  our 
government  to  take  serious  notice  of  it.  The  particular  case  has 
been  selected  where  the  insult  to  the  United  States  has  been  the 
most  barefaced,  the  most  deliberately  intentional,  and  the  proof 
the  most  complete.  The  inclosed  letter  to  you  is  on  that  subject, 
and  has  been  written  on  the  supposition  that  you  would  shew  die 
original  to  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  and  give  him  a  copy  of  it,  but  as 
of  your  own  movement,  and  not  as  if  officially  instructed  so  to  do. 
Vou  will  be  pleased  to  follow  up  this  matter  as  closely  as  decency 
will  permit,  pressing  it  in  firm  but  respectful  terms,  on  all  occa- 
sions. We  think  it  essential  that  Captaui  Young's  case  may  be 
an  example  to  others.  •  The  inclosed  letters  arc  important.  Be 
so  good  as  to  have  them  conveyed  by  the  surest  means  possible. 

1  am,  widi  great  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servani. 

'      —  Th  :  Jefferson. 


LETTER    XL  V  111. 


TO    tHAKLES    HELLSTEDT,    ^Wedis/l   CoHSul. 


i    i'' 


-# 


Sir, 


riuladelphm,  February  14,  l?i)J. 


,  ^  I  now  return  you  the  papers  you  were  pleased  to  put  into  my 
hands,  when  you  expressed  to  me  your  dissatisfaction  that  our 
court  of  admiralty  had  taken  cognizance  of  a  complaint  of  some 
Swedish  sailors  against  their  captain  for  cruelty.  If  there  was 
error  in  Uiis  proceeding,  the  law  allows  an  appeal  from  Uiat  to  the 
Supreme  Court ;  but  the  appeal  must  be  made  in  die  forms  of 
the  law,  which  have  nothing  difficult  in  them.  You  were  certain- 
ly free  to  conduct  the  appeal  yourself,  witho«it  employing  an  ad- 
vocate, but  then  you  nuist  tlo  it  in  the  usual  form.  Courts  «l 
justice,  all  over  die  world,  are  held  by  the  laws  to  proceed  ac- 
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cording  to  certain  forms,  which  the  good  of  the  suitors  themselves, 
requires  ihey  should  not  be  permitted  to  depart  from. 

1  have  further  to  observe  to  you,  Sir,  that  this  question  lies  al- 
together witli  the  courts  of  justice  ;  tliat  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  having  divided  the  powers  of  government  into  three 
branches,  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary,  and  deposited  each 
with  a  separate  body  of  magistracy,  forbidding  either  to  interfere 
in  the  departmem  of  the  other,  the  executive  are  not  at  liberty  to 
intermeddle  in  the  present  question.  It  must  be  ultimately  de- 
cided by  the  Supreme  Court.  If  you  thinlf  proper  to  carry  it 
into  that,  you  may  be  secure  of  the  strictest  ju'stice  from  them. 
Partialities  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  shew.  Bi't  for  whatever 
may  come  before  the  executive,  relative  to  your  nation,  I  can  as- 
sure you  of  every  favor  which  may  depend  on  their  dispositions  to 
cultivate  harmony  and  a  good  understanding  witli  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant,  .  / 

•  ■     ,  Th:  Jefferson. 


"T* 


LETTEU   XL  IX. 


TO    M.    DE    PINTO. 


V 


'"•f-V,'./» 


Siu, 


Philadelphia,  Fobruary  21,  171)1. 


1  have  didy  received  the  letter  of  November  the  30th,  which 
your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write,  informing  me  that 
her  most  faithful  Majesty  had  appointed  Mr.  Freire  her  minister 
resident  with  us,  and  stating  the  difliculty  of  meeting  us  in  tlie 
exchange  of  a  charge  des  affaires,  the  grade  proposed  on  our 
part.  It  is  foreseen  that  a  departure  from  our  system  in  this  in- 
stance, will  materially  affect  our  arrangements  with  other  nations ; 
but  the  President  of  the  United  States  has  resolved  to  give  her 
Majesty  this  proof  of  his  desire  to  concur  in  whatever  may  best 
lend  to  promote  that  harmony  and  perfect  friendship,  so  interest- 
ing to  both  countries.  He  has,  therefore,  appointed  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys to  be  minis'er  resident  for  tlie  United  States,  at  the  couit 
of  her  Majesty.  This  gentleman  has  long  been  of  the  President's 
ovv^i  family,  and  enjoys  his  particular  confidence.  1  make  no 
doubt  he  will  so  conduct  hims(!lf,  as  to  give  perfect  satisfaction  to 
liei-  Majesty  and  yourself,  and  I  therefore  reconnnend  him  to  your 
friendly  alieniion  and  respect.      Mr.  Freire  will  have  every  title 
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to  the  same  from  us,  aiid  will  assuredly  receive  it.  It  is  always 
with  pleasure,  that  1  repeat  the  homage  of  those  sentimems  of 
respect  and  esteem,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson.' 


■:*■ 


.'  .  LETTER    L.  '*         •  *  .     •  . 

TO    WILLIAM    SHORT.  -  '      ' 

li     .*      ■.-.-.  .     .^ 

,7  '      Fhiladelphiu,  March  8,  1791. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  conveyance  offering  by  which  we  can  send  large  packets, 
you  will  receive  herewith  the  following  articles. 

1 .  The  newspapers. 

2.  The  acts  of  the  second  session  of  Congress. 

3.  A  report  on  tlie  fisheries  of  the  United  States.  It  is  thought 
that  this  contains  matter  which  may  be  usefully  communicated.  I 
am  persuaded  the  better  this  subject  is  understood  in  France,  die 
more  Uiey  will  see  dieir  interest  in  favoring  our  fisheries. 

4.  A  letter  from  the  President  to  the  King,  of  which  an  open 
copy  is  inclosed  for  your  information. 

5.  A  letter  from  myself  to  the  Count  de  Moustier,  in  answer  to 
his  to  tlie  President  and  myself,  taking  leave. 

G.  A  letter  from  myself  to  the  President  of  the  National  As- 
sembly of  France,  in  answer  to  his  to  Congress  on  the  death  of 
Dr.  Franklin.  Let  it  be  nuiv^rstood,  that  Congress  can  only  cor- 
resjwnd  through  the  executive,  whose  organ  in  the  case  of  foreign 
nations  is  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  being  co-ordinate  with  Congress.,  cannot  per-onally  be  their 
scribe. 

7.  Some  papers  in  a  case  interesting  to  Dl-.  M'Henry,  of  Bal- 
timore. He  at  first  sent  them  to  me,  with  a  desire  to  commit  the 
subject  of  tl)om  wholly  to  you.  I  informed  him,  we  could  not 
consent  that  you  should  be  used  as  die  agent  of  private  individuals, 
but  that  if  he  would  provide  an  agent  on  the  spot  who  would  un- 
dertake the  details  of  solicitation,  management,  correspondence, 
he.  I  would  desire  you  to  patronise  tlie  measure  so  far  as  you 
should  find  it  prudent  and  just.  It  is  put  on  this  footing,  as  you 
will  see  by  his  answer  to  me. 

8.  A  correction  of  the  report  on  weights  and  measures. 

You  arc  desired  to  have  a  medal  of  gold  struck  from  the  diplo- 


•    ; 


-.3  '■ 

Mm.,  >(i 


miy»^'^ 


1 


87 

iiiatic  die  formerly  oidered,  and  prcscni  ii  wiih  a  chain  of  gold  lo 
llie  Count  de  Monstier,  who  is  notified  lliat  this  will  be  done  hv 
yon.  1  formerly  informed  you,  that  we  proposed  to  vary  ilie 
worth  of  tlie  present,  by  varying  the  size  of  the  links  of  the  chain, 
which  are  fixed  at  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  in  number.  Let 
each  link,  in  llie  present  instance,  contain  six  livres  worth  of  gold, 
and  let  it  be  made  of  plain  wire,  so  that  the  value  may  be  in  the 
metal  and  not  at  all  in  the  workmanship.  I  shall  hope  to  receive 
the  dies  themselves,  when  a  safe  conveyance  presents  itself. 

J  am,  with  great  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 
t       ..  ..,.      .  Th  :  .Ikfferson. 


LKTTER    LI. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT   OF    THE    NATIONAL    ASSEMBLY   OF    FRANCE. 


J-J 
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.      ,  ,        riiiladoliihia,  March  8,  1791. 

•       Sir,  •..  .      '  - 

1  have  it  in  charge  from  the  President  o(*!he  United  States  of 
America,  to  communicate  to  the  National  Assembly  of  France, 
the  peculiar  sensibility  of  Congress  to  the  tribute  paid  to  the 
memory  of  lienjamin  Franklin,  by  the  enlightened  and  free  repre- 
sentatives of  a  great  nation,  in  their  decree  of  the  11th  of  June, 
1790.  .    . 

That  the  loss  of  such  a  citizen  should  be  lamented  by  us, 
among  whom  he  lived,  whom  he  so  long  and  eminently  served, 
and  who  feel  their  country  advanced  and  honored  by  his  birth, 
life  and  labors,  was  to  be  expected.  But  it  remained  for  the 
National  Assembly  of  France,  to  set  the  first  example  of  the 
representative  of  one  nation,  doing  homage,  by  a  public  act,  to 
the  private  citizen  of  another,  and  by  withdrawing  arbitrary  lines 
of  separation,  to  reduce  into  one  fraternity  llie  good  and  the  great, 
wherever  they  have  lived  or  died. 

That  thesf  separations  may  disappear  between  us  in  all  times 
and  circumstances,  and  that  the  union  of  sentiment  which  mingles 
our  sorrows  on  this  occa:  ion,  may  continue  Ion  to  cement  the 
friendship  and  the  interests  of  our  two  nations,  is  our  constant 
prayer.  With  no  one  is  it  more  sincere  than  with  him,  who,  in 
being  charged  with  the  honor  of  conveying  a  public  sentiment,  is 
permitted  that  of  expressing  the  homage  of  profound  respect  and 
veneration,  with  which  he  is.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

*   ■?  Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTIR^LII- 


j  •»*.;■,!»• 


to  WILLIAM    CAKMICHArGL. 


Sis, 


PbUadeHphNl;  M^eli  1^^  iT»i^ 


■iv 


I  inclose  jou  a  steftefnent  of  the  case -of  Joseph  St.  Marie,  a 
citizeq  of  the  Utihed  States  of  America,  whose  dferk,  Mr.  Swint** 
mer,  was,  in  the  lattef  part  of  the  year  1787,  seised  on  the  east? 
ernside  of  the  Mississippi,  in  latitude  34°  40',  together  with  liis 
^oods,  of  tlie  value  of  nineteen  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  by 
a  party  of  Spanish  soldiers.  They  justified  themselves  under  the 
order  of  a  Mr.  Valliere,  their  officer,  who  avowed  authority  from 
the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  requiring  him  to  seisfe  and  coniisr 
cate^aU-  property^^mncif.  o)»  ^httf  stde  -of  the  Mississippi,  heUm  the 
mouth  of  tM  Ohio.  The  matter  being  then  carried  by  St.  Marie 
bfefore-  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  instead  of  correcting  the 
injury,  he  avowed  the  act  and  its  principle,  and  pretended  orde^ 
ftom  his  court  for  tWf  and  more.  We  ha^  so  much  <^.on§dence, 
howev^,  in  the  moderation  and  friendship  of  the-cowt  of  Madnd'j 
that  we  are  more  ready  to  ascribe  this  outrage  to  officers  acting  at 
a  diMance,  than  to  orders  from^^  a  just  sovereign.  We  have  bi^rto 
considered  the  delivery  of  the  post  of  the  Natches,  on  the  part  of 
'Spain,  as  only  awaiting  the  result  of  those  arrangements  which 
have  beetitmctoramicwble  discussion  between  us;  but  the  remain- 
kig  b  possession  of  a  post  which  is  so  near  our  limit  of  thirty  one 
delves,  as  to  admit  some  ook>r  of  dOubt  whether  k  be  on  our  side  or 
tfa^^  is  one  thing ;  while  it  is  a  very  different  one,  to  launch  two 
hundred  acd  fifty  miles  further,  and  seise  the  persons  and  property 
of  otnr  chfsensj  and  that  too,  in  the  very  momei^t,  that  a  friendfy' 
flcebnuQodatidn  of  aH '  diffisremls^s,  is  onder  discussion.  Our  re- 
8|^#(^  for  their  candor  and  gCKyd  faith  does  not  permit  us  to  doubt, 
that  proper  notice  will  be  taken  of  the  pr^iuimption  of  their  offi- 
^f  yfrm  has  thum  put  to  hazard  the  pea«o  of  both  nations,  and 
W19  fiitibularly  expect  that  indemnification  will  be  made  to  the 
individtial  injured.  Qn  this  you  are  desired  to  insist  in  the  most 
friendty  terms,  but  with  tirat  earnestness  and  perseverance  which 
the  Kioifipfejcion  of  this  wrong  requires.  The  papers  inclosed  will 
exidiuh  the  reasons  of  the  detov  which  has  intervened.  It  is  but 
lamy  th^y  have  beeft  put  mto  the  hands  of  our  government. 

'We  cannot  ofKlit  this  occasion  of  urging  on  the  court  of  Madrid, 
the  necessity  of  hastening  a  final  acknowledgment  of  6ur  right  to 
navigate  the  Missisftippr;*  a  right  wliich  has  been  long  Suspended  in 
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exercise,  with  extreme  inconvenience  on  our  part,  merely  with  a 
desire  of  reconciling  Spain  to  what  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  relin- 
quish. An  accident  at  this  day,  like  that  now  complained  of, 
would  put  further  parley  beyond  our  power ;  yet  to  such  accidents 
we  are  every  day  exposed  by  the  irregularities  of  their  officers, 
arid  the  impatience  of  our  citizens.  Should  any  spark  kindle 
these  dispositions  of  our  borderers  into  a  flame,  we  are  involved 
beyond  recall  by  the  eternal  principles  of  justice  to  our  citizens, 
which  we  will  never  abandon.  In  such  an  event,  Spain  cannot 
possibly  gain,  and  what  may  she  not  lose? 

The  boldness  of  this  act  of  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  and 
of  his  avowal  of  it,  renders  it  essential  to  us  to  understand  the 
court  of  Spain  on  this  subject.  You  will  therefore  avail  yourself 
of  the  earliest  occasion  of  obtaining  their  sentiments,  and  of 
communicating  them  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    LIII. 


TO    WILLIAM    SHORT. 


Philadelphia,  March  12, 1791. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  papers  will  explain  to  you  a  case  which  imminently 
endangers  the  peace  of  the  United  States  with  Spain.  It  is  not  in- 
deed of  recent  date,  but  it  has  been  recently  laid  before  government, 
and  is  of  so  bold  a  feature,  as  to  render  dangerous  to  our  rights  a 
further  acquiescence  in  their  suspension.  The  middle  ground 
helcf  by  France  between  us  and  Spain,  both  in  friendship  and 
interest,  requires  that  we  should  communicate  with  her  with  the 
fullest  confidence  on  this  occasion.  I  therefore  inclose  you  a 
copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  of  the  papers  it  refers 
to,  to  be  communicated  to  Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  whose  effica- 
cious interference  with  the  court  of  Madrid  you  are  desired  to  ask. 
We  rely  with  great  confidence  on  his  friendship,  justice  and  influ- 
ence. 

A  cession  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  with  such  privi- 
leges as  to  make  it  useful,  and  free  from  future  chicane,  can  be  no 
longer  dispensed  with  on  our  part :  and  perhaps  while  I  am  writing, 
something  may  have  already  happened  to  cut  off  this  appeal  to 

VOL.  III.  12 


90 


friendly  accommodation.  To  what  consequences  such  an  event 
would  lead,  cannot  be  calculated.  To  such,  very  possibly,  as  we 
should  lament,  without  being  able  to  control.  Your  earnestness  with 
Monsieur  de  Montmorin,  -and  his  with  the  court  of  Spain,  cannot 
be  more  pressing  than  the  present  situation  and  temper  of  this 
country  requires.  The  case  of  St.  Marie  happens  to  be  the  inci- 
dent presenting  itself  in  the  moment,  when  the  general  question 
must  otherwise  have  been  brought  forward.  We  rely,  on  this 
occasion,  on  the  good  offices  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  whom 
you  are  desired  to  interest  in  it. 

I  am,  with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    LIV. 


TO    WILLIAM    ^HORT. 


Philadelphia,  March  15,  1791. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  mine  of  January  the  23rd,  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
your  letters  from  No.  29  to  48  inclusive,  except  31,  44,  45,  46. 
Since  that,  I  have  received  Nos.  45  and  50;  the  former  in  three 
months  and  seven  days,  the  latter  in  two  mouths  and  seventeen 
days,  by  the  English  packet,  which  had  an  uncommonly  long  pas- 
sage. Nos.  31, 44,  46,  47,  48, 49,  are  still  missing.  They  have 
{)robably  come  through  merchant  vessels  and  merchants,,  who  will 
et  them  lie  on  their  counters  two  or  three  months  before  they  will 
forward  them.  I  wrote  you  on  the  8th  and  12th  instant,  by  a  pri- 
vate hand,  on  particular  subjects.  I  am  not  certain  whether  this 
will  be  in  time  to  go  by  the  same  conveyance.  In  yours  of  De- 
cember the  23rd,  you  suppose  we  receive  regularly  the  journals 
oi  tlie  National  Assembly  from  your  secretary  at  Paris,  but  we 
have  never  received  any  thing  from  him.  Nodiing  has  been  ad- 
dressed to  him,  his  name  being  unknown  to  us. 

It  gives  great  satisfaction,  that  the  Arret  du  Conseil  of  Decem- 
ber, 1787,  stands  a  chance  of  being  saved.  It  is  in  truth  the  sheet 
anchor  of  our  connection  with  France,  which  will  be  much  loosen- 
ed when  that  is  lost.  This  Arret  saved,  a  free  importation  of 
salted  meats  into  France,  and  of  provisions  of  all  kinds  into  her 
colonies,  will  bind  our  interests  to  that  country  more  than  to  all  the 
world  besides.     It  has  been  proposed  in  Congress  to  pass  a  navi- 
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gation  act,  which  will  deeply  strike  at  that  of  Great  Britain.  I 
send  you  H  copy  of  it.  It  is  probable  the  same  proposition  will  be 
made  at  the  next  Congress,  as  a  tirst  step,  and  for  one  more  ex- 
tensive at  a  later  period.  It  is  thought  die  first  will  be  carried : 
the  latter  will  be  more  doubtful.  Would  it  not  be  worth  while  to 
have  the  bill  now  inclosed,  translated,  printed,  and  circulated 
among  the  members  of  the  National  Assembly  ?  If  you  think  so, 
have  it  done  at  the  public  expense,  with  any  little  comment  you 
may  think  necessary,  concealing  the  quarter  from  whence  it  is 
distributed ;  or  take  any  other  method  you  think  better,  to  see 
whether  that  Assembly  will  not  pass  a  similar  act.  I  shall  send 
copies  of  it  to  Mr.  Carmicliael,  at  Madrid,  and  to  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys, appointed  resident  at  Lisbon,  witli  a  desire  for  them  to 
suggest  similar  acts  there.  The  measure  is  just,  perfectly  inno- 
cent as  to  all  other  nations,  and  will  effectually  defeat  the  naviga- 
tion act  of  Great  Britain,  and  reduce  her  power  on  the  ocean 
within  safer  limits. 

The  time  of  the  late  Congress  having  expired  on  the  3rd  instant, 
they  then  separated  of  necessity.  Much  important  matter  was 
necessarily  laid  over ;  this  navigation  act  among  others.  The  land 
law  was  put  off,  and  nothing  further  done  with  the  mint  than  to 
direct  workmen  to  be  engaged.  The  new  Congress  will  meet  on 
the  4th  Monday  in  October.  Their  laws  shall  be  sent  you  by  the 
first  opportunity  after  they  shall  be  printed.  You  will  receive 
herewith  those  of  their  second  session.  We  know  that  Massachu- 
setts has  agreed  to  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  except  (as 
is  said)  the  first,  second  and  twelfth  articles.  The  others,  mere- 
fore,  are  now  in  force.  The  articles  excepted,  will  depend  on  the 
other  legislatures.  The  late  expedition  against  the  northern  In- 
dians having  been  ineffertual,  more  serious  operations  against  them 
will  be  undertaken  as  so^n  as  the  season  admits.  The  President 
is  just  now  setting  out  on  a  tour  to  the  southern  States,  from 
whence  }ie  will  not  return  till  June.  The  British  packet  being 
the  quickest  mode  of  conveyance,  I  shall  avail  myself  of  that,  as 
well  as  of  the  French  packet,  to  write  to  you.  Are  the  letters 
which  now  pass  through  the  French  post  offices  opened,  as  they 
were  under  the  former  government  ?  This  is  important  for  me  to 
know.  , 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  JfirrsRSON. 
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P.  S.  1  omitted  to  draw  your  attention  to  an  additional  duty  of 
one  cent  per  gallon  on  rum,  by  name.  This  was  intended  as  some 
discrimination  between  England  and  France.  It  would  have  been 
higher,  but  for  the  fear  of  affecting  the  revenues  in  a  contrary 
direction.  X«  J* 


LETTER    LV. 


TO    WILLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  March  17,  1791, 


The  term  of  the  first  Congress  having  expired  on  the  3rd  in- 
stant, they  separated  on  that  day,  much  important  business  being 
necessarily  postponed.  New  elections  have  taken  place  for  the 
most  part,  and  very  few  changes  made.  This  is  one  of  many 
proofs,  that  tlie  proceedings  of  the  new  government  have  given 
general  satisfaction.  Some  acts,  indeed,  have  produced  local  dis- 
contents ;  but  these  can  never  be  avoided.  The  new  Congress 
will  meet  on  the  4th  Monday  of  October.  Inclosed  is  the  copy  of 
an  act  reported  by  a  committee  to  the  late  Congress,  who  not 
having  time  to  go  through  the  subject,  referred  it  to  me,  to*  be  ex- 
amined and  reported  to  the  next  Congress.  This  measure,  there- 
fore, will  be  proposed  to  them  as  a  first  and  immediate  step,  and 
perhaps  something  further  at  a  more  distant  day.  I  have  sent 
copies  of  this  act  to  Mr.  Short  and  Colonel  Humphreys,  and  1 
inclose  this  to  you,  that  you  may  communicate  it  to  the  court  of 
Madrid,  as  a  measure  in  contemplation  with  us.  How  far  such 
an  one  may  be  politic  to  be  adopted  by  Spain,  France  and  Por- 
tugal, is  for  them  to  consider.  The  measure  is  perfectly  innocent 
as  to  all  nations  except  those,  or  rather  that,  which  has  a  naviga- 
tion act;  and  to  that  it  retorts  only  its  own  principles.  Being 
founded  in  universal  reciprocity,  it  is  impossible  it  should  excite  a 
single  complaint.  Its  consequences  on  that  nation  are  such  as  they 
cannot  avoid ;  for  either  tliey  must  repeal  their  navigation  act,  in 
order  to  be  let  in  to  a  share  of  foreign  carriage,  or  the  shipping 
they  now  employ  in  foreign  carriage  will  be  out  of  employ,  and 
this  act  frustrated,  on  which  their  naval  power  is  built.     Conse- 

auently,  that  power  will  be  reduced  withm  safer  limits,  and  the 
reedom  of  me  ocean  be  better  secured  to  all  the  world.  The 
more  extensive  the  adoption  of  this  measure  is,  the  more  irresist* 
ible  will  be  its  effect.    We  would  not  wish  to  be  declared  the 


exciters  of  such  a  concert  of  measures,  but  we  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  suggest  informally  to  tlie  courts  of  France,  Spain  and 
Portugal,  the  measure  we  propose  to  take,  and  to  leave  with  them 
to  decide,  on  the  motives  of  their  own  interest,  how  far  it  may  be 
expedient  for  them  to  adopt  a  similar  measure.  Their  concur- 
rence will  more  completely  insure  the  object  of  our  act,  and  there- 
fore 1  leave  it  to  yourself  to  insinuate  it  with  all  the  discretion  and 
effect  you  can. 

Your  letter  of  May  the  6th,  1789,  is  still  the  last  we  have  re- 
ceived, and  that  is  now  near  two  years  old.  A  letter  from  Colonel 
Humphreys,  written  within  twenty-four  hours  after  his  arrival  at 
Madrid,  reached  us  within  two  months  and  ten  days  after  its  date. 
A  full  explanation  of  the  causes  of  this  suspension  of  all  informa- 
tion from  you,  is  expected  in  answer  to  my  letter  of  August  the 
6th.  It  will  be  waited  for  yet  a  reasonable  time,  and  in  the  mean 
while,  a  final  opinion  suspended.  By  the  first  vessel  to  Cadiz, 
the  laws  and  gazettes  shall  be  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greai  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    LVI. 


TO    WILLIAM    SHORT. 


Philadelphia,  March  19,  1791. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  November  the  6th,  No.  46,  by  Mr.  Osmont, 
came  to  hand  yesterday,  and  I  have  just  time  before  the  depar- 
ture of  Mr.  Terrasson,  the  bearer  of  my  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
and  despatches  accompanying  it.  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt,  and 
inform  you  that  it  has  been  laid  before  the  President.  On  consi- 
deration of  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  second  page  of  your 
letter,  he  is  of  opinion,  that  it  is  expedient  to  press  at  this  moment 
a  setdement  of  our  difference  with  Spain.  You  are  therefore 
desired,  instead  of  confining  your  application  for  the  interference 
of  the  court  of  France,  to  the  simple  case  of  St.  Marie,  mentioned 
in  my  letter  of  the  12th,  to  ask  it  on  the  broad  bottom  of  general 
necessity,  that  our  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  be  at  length 
ceded  by  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  be  ceded  in  such  form,  as  to 
render  the  exercise  of  it  efficacious  and  free  from  chicane.  This 
cannot  be  without  an  entrepot  in  some  convenient  port  of  the 
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river,  where  the  river  and  sea  craft  n)ay  meet  and  exchange  loads, 
without  any  control  from  the  laws  of  tlie  Spanish  government. 
This  subject  was  so  fully  developed  to  you  in  my  letter  of  August 
the  1 0th,  1 790,  that  I  shall  at  present  only  refer  to  that.  We  wish  you 
to  communicate  this  matter  fully  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to 
ask  his  influence  and  assistance,  assuring  him  that  a  settlement  of 
this  matter  is  become  indispensable  to  us ;  any  further  delay  ex- 
posing our  peace,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  accidents,  the  result 
of  which  are  incalculable  and  must  no  longer  be  hazarded.  His 
friendly  interposition  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  that  of  his  nation, 
will  be  most  sensibly  felt  by  us.  To  his  discretion,  therefore,  and 
yours,  we  confide  this  matter,  trusting  that  you  will  so  conduct  it 
as  to  obtain  our  right  in  an  efficacious  form,  and  at  the  samie  time, 
to  preserve  to  us  the  friendship  of  France  and  Spain,  the  latter 
of  which  we  value  much,  and  the  former  infinitely. 

Mr.  Carmichael  is  instructed  to  press  this  matter  at  Madrid  ; 
yet  if  the  Marquis  and  yourself  think  it  could  be  better  effected 
at  Paris,  with  the  Count  de  Nunnez,  it  is  left  to  you  to  endeavor 
to  draw  it  there.  Indeed,  we  believe  it  would  be  more  likely  to 
be  settled  there,  than  at  Madrid  or  here.  Observe  always,  that 
to  accept  the  navigation  of  the  river  without  an  entrepot  would  be 
perfectly  useless,  and  that  an  entrepot,  if  tramelled,  would  be  a 
^certain  instrument  for  bringing  on  war  instead  of  preventing  it. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

'■ '  *     ^  Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    LVll. 


TO    MR.    OTTO. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  March  29, 1791. 


The  note  of  December  the  13th,  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  to  me,  on  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  July, 
1789,  and  1790,  fixing  the  tonnage  payable  by  foreign  vessels  ar- 
riving from  a  foreign  port,  without  excepting  those  ofFrancej  has 
been  submitted  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  They 
consider  the  conduct  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  in  making 
this  the  subject  of  fair  discussion  and  explanation,  as  a  new  proof 
of  his  justice  and  friendship,  and  they  have  entered  on  the  consi- 
deration with  all  the  respect  due  to  whatever  comes  from  his 
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Majesty  or  his  ministers,  and  with  all  the  dispositions  to  find 
grounds  for  an  union  of  opinion,  which  a  sincere  attachment  io 
your  nation  and  a  desire  to  meet  their  wishes  on  every  occasion, 
could  inspire.  But  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce,  is  not  seen  here  exactly  in  the  point  of  view  in  which 
your  note  places  it. 

The  Uiird  and  fourth  articles  subject  the  vessels  of  each  nation 
to  pay  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  only  such  duties  as  are  paid  by 
the  most  favored  nation  ;  and  give  them,  reciprocally,  all  the  privi- 
leges and  exemptions  in  navigation  and  commerce,  which  are 
given  by  either  to  the  most  favored  nations.  Had  the  contiact- 
ing  parties  stopped  here,  they  would  have  been  free  to  raise  or 
lower  their  tonnage'  as  they  should  find  it  expedient ;  only  taking 
care  to  keep  the  other  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

The  question  then  is,  whether  the  fifth  article,  cited  in  the  note^ 
is  any  thing  more  than  an  application  of  the  principle  comprised 
in  the  third  and  fourth,  to  a  particular  object  ?  Or  whetlier  it  is  a» 
additional  stipulation  of  something  not  so  comprised  ? 

I.  That  it  is  merely  an  application  of  a  principle  comprised  in 
the  preceding  articles,  is  declared  by  the  express  words  of  tlie 
article,  to  wit,  dans  V  exemption  d-dessus  est  nommemeni  comprisy 
inc. :  *  In  the  above  exemption  is  particularly  comprised  the  impo- 
sition of  one  hundred  sols  per  ton,  established  in  France  on,  fo- 
reign vessels.'  Here  then  is  at  once  an  express  declaration,  that 
the  exemption  from  the  duty  of  one  hundred  sols  is  comprised  in^ 
the  third  and  fourth  articles  ;  that  is  to  say,  it  was  one  of  the  ex- 
emptions enjoyed  by  the  most  favored  nations,  and,  as  such,  ex- 
tended to  us  by  those  articles.  If  the  exemptior  spoken  of  irr 
this  first  member  of  the  fifth  article  was  comprised  in  the  third 
and  fourth  articles,  as  is  expressly  declared,  then  the  reservation- 
by  France  out  of  that  exemption,  (which  makes  the  second  mem- 
ber of  the  same  article)  was  also  comprised :  that  is  to  say,  if  the 
whole  was  comprised,  the  part  was  comprised.  And  if  this  reser- 
vation of  France  in  the  second  member,  was  comprised  in  the 
third  and  fourth  articles,  then  the  counter  reservation  by  the  Uni'- 
ted  States  (which  constitutes  the  third  and  the  last  member  of  the 
same  article)  was  also  comprised.  Because  it  is  but  a  correspond- 
ing portion  of  a  similar  whole,  on  our  part,  which  had  been  com- 
prised by  the  same  teiins  with  theirs. 

In  short,  the  whole  article  relates  to  a  particular  duty  of  one 
hundred  sols,  laid  by  some  antecedent  law  of  France  on  the  ves- 
sels of  foreign  nations,  relinquished  as  to  the  most  favored,  and 
consequently  as  to  us.  It  it  not  a  new  and  additional  stipulation 
then,  but  a  declared  application  of  the  stipulations  comprised  in 
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the  preceding  articles  to  a  particular  case,  by  way  of  greater 
caution.  •  '' 

The  doctrine  laid  down  generally  in  the  third  and  fourth  articles, 
and  exemplified  specially  in  the  fifth,  amounts  to  tliis.  '  The  ves- 
sels of  the  most  favored  nations,  coming  from  foreign  ports,  are 
exempted  from  the  duty  of  one  hundred  sols:  therefore,  you  are 
exempted  from  it  by  the  third  and  fourth  articles.  The  vessels 
of  the  most  favored  nations,  coming  coastwise,  pay  that  duty : 
therefore,  you  are  to  pay  it  by  the  third  and  fourth  articles.  We 
shall  not  think  it  unfriendly  in  you,  to  lay  a  like  duty  on  coasters, 
because  it  will  be  no  more  than  we  have  done  ourselves.  You 
are  free  also  to  lay  that  or  any  other  duty  on  vessels  coming  from 
foreign  ports,  provided  they  apply  to  all  other  nations,  even  the 
most  favored.  We  are  free  to  do  the  same,  under  the  same  re- 
striction. Our  exempting  you  from  a  duty  which  the  most  favored 
nations  do  not  pay,  does  not  exempt  you  from  one  which  they  do 
pay.' 

In  this  view,  it  is  evident,  that  the  fifth  article  neither  enlarges 
nor  abridges  the  stipulations  of  the  third  and  fourth.  The  eflfect 
of  the  treaty  would  have  been  precisely  the  same,  had  it  been 
omitted  altogether ;  consequently,  it  may  be  truly  said  that  die 
reservation  by  the  tJnited  States,  in  this  article,  is  completely  use- 
less. And  it  may  be  added  with  equal  truth,  that  the  equivalent 
reservation  by  France  is  completely  useless,  as  well  as  her  previ- 
ous abandonment  of  the  same  duty  :  and  in  short,  the  whole  arti- 
cle. Each  party  then  remains  free  to  raise  or  lower  its  tonnage, 
provided  the  change  operates  on  all  nations,  even  the  most  fa- 
vored. 

Without  undertaking  to  affirm,  we  may  obviously  conjecture, 
that  this  article  has  been  inserted  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
from  an  over  caution  to  guard,  nommemenf,  by  namCf  against  a  par- 
ticular aggrievance,  which  they  thought  could  never  be  too  well 
secured  against:  and  that  has  happened,  which  generally  happens; 
doubts  have  been  produced  by  the  too  great  number  of  words 
used  to  prevent  doubt. 

II.  The  court  of  France,  however,  understands  this  article  as 
intended  to  introduce  something  to  which  the  preceding  articles 
had  not  reached,  and  not  merely  as  an  application  of  them  to  a 
particular  case.  Their  opinion  seems  to  be  founded  on  tlie  gene- 
ral rule  in  the  construction  of  instruments,  to  leave  no  words 
merely  useless,  for  which  any  rational  meaning  can  be  found. 
They  say,  that  the  reservation  by  the  United  States  of  a  right  to 
lay  a  duty  equivalent  to  that  of  the  one  hundred  sols,  reserved  by 
France,  would  have  been  completely  useless,  if  they  were  left 
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)re,  you  are 


on  coasters. 


free  by  tke  preceding  attic' -^s,  to  lay  a  tonnage  to  any  extent  ^  '^ 
whatever;  consequently,  that  the  reservation  of  a  part  proves  a  '"^-. 

relinquishment  of  the  residue.  ^  ^^ 

,  If  some  meaning,  and  such  a  one,  is  to  be  given  to  the  last 
member  of  the.  article,  some  meaning,  and  a  similar  one,  must  he 
given  to  tlie  corresponding  member.  If  the  reservation  by  the 
United  Statesof  a  right  to  lay  an  equivalent  duty,  implies  a  relin- 
quishment of  their  right  to  lay  any  other,  the  reservation  by  France 
of  a  right  to  conunud  the  specified  duty,  to  which  it  is  an  equiva* 
lent,  must  imply  a  relinquishment  of  the  right  on  her  part,  to  lay 
or  continue  any  other.  Equivalent  reservations  by  both,  must 
inaply  equivalent  restrictions  on  both.  The  exact  reciprocity  stipu- 
lated in  the  preceding  articles,  and  which  pervades  every  part  of 
the  treaty,  insures  a  counter  right  to  each  party  for  every  right- 
ceded  to  the  other.  ,  ■ 

Let  it  be  further  considered,  that  the  duty  called  tonnagei'm 
the  United  States,  is  in  lieu  of  the  duties  for  anchorage,  for  thd^ 
support  of  buoys,  beacons,  and  light  houses,  to  guide  the  mariner 
into  harbor  and  along  the  coast,  which  are  provided  and  supported 
at  the  expanse  of  the  United  States,  and  for  fees  to  m^asurers,^ 
weighers,  guagers,  &c.  who  are  paid  by  the  United  States  ;  ,for 
which  articles,  ainong  many  others,  (light  excepted)  duties  are 
paid  by  us  in  the  ports  of  France,  under  their  specific'  names. 
That  government  has  hitherto  thought  these  duties  consistent  with/ 
the  treaty ;  and  consequently,  die  same  duties  under  a  .general 
instead  of  specific  names,  with  us^  must  be  equa.lly  cpnsistent  with 
it :  it  is  not  the  name,  but  the  thing,  which  is  essential.  If  we  have 
renounced  the  right  to  lay  any  port  duties,  they  must  be  under- 
stood to  have  equally  renounced  that  of  either  laying  new  or  con^: 
tinuing  tlie  old.  If«we  ought  to  refund  the  port  duties  received 
from  their  vessels  since  the  date-  of  the  act  of  Congress,  they 
should  refund  the  port  duties  they  have  received  from  our  vessekt 
since  the  date  •of  the  treaty,  for  nothing  short  of  this  is  the  reci- 
procity of  the  tre&ty. 

If  this  construction  be  adopted,  then  each  party  has  fbrey^r 
renounced  the  right  of  laying  any  duties  on  the  vessels  of  the 
other  coming  from  any  foreign  port,  or  more  than  one  hundred 
sols  on  'lose  coming  coastwise.  Could  this  relinquishment  be 
confined  to  the  two  contracting  parties  alone,  its  effect  would  be 
calculable,  But  the  exemption  once  conceded  by  the  one  nation 
to  the  other,  becomes  immediately  the  property  of  all  others  who 
are  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations.  It  is  true,  that 
those  others  would  be  obliged  to  yield  the  same  compensation,  that 
is  to  say,  to  receive  our  vessels  duty  free.     Whether  France  and 
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the   United  States  would  gain  -or  \ox  in  tlie  exchange  of  tha 
measure  with  them,  is  not  etisy  to  say. 

Another  consequence  of  this  construction  will  be,  that  the  ves- 
sels of  the  most  favored  nations,  paying  no  duties,  will  be  on  a 
better  footing  than  those  of  natives,  which  pay  a  moderate  duty : 
consequently,  either  the  duty  on  these  also  must  be  given  up,  or 
they  will  be  supplanted  by  foreign  vessels  in  oyr  own  ports. 

The  resource,  then,  of  duty  on  vessels,  for  the  purposes  eitlier 
of  revenue  or  regulation,  will  be  forever  lost  lo  both.     It  is  hardly 
conceivable  that  either  party,  looking  forward  to  all  these  conse- 
quences, would  see  their  interest  in  them.     So  that  on  the  whole. 
Sir,  we  consider  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  merely  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  third  and  fourth  articles,  by  an  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples comprised  in  them  to  the  case  stated  in  that,  and  that  "k 
contrary  construction  would  exceedingly  embarrass  alid  injure  both 
the  contracting  parties.     We  feel  every  disposition  on  oup  part  to 
itiake  considerable  sacrifices,  where  they  would  result  to  the  sole 
benefit  of  your  nation :  but  where  they  would  excite  from  other 
nations  corresponding  claims,  it  becomes  necessary  to  proceed  with 
caution* .  You  probably  know,  Sir,  that  the  generj^l  subject  of 
navigation  was  before  our  legislature  at  their  last  sessicHi^  aqd^was 
postponed  merely  for  the  want  of  time  to  go  through  it,  before 
the  period  arrived  to  which  the  constitudon  had  limited  their  ex- 
istence.    It  will  be  resumed  at  the  meeting  of  the  new  legislature, 
and  from  a  knowledge  of  the  sincere  attachment  of  my  country- 
men to  the  prosperity  of  your  nation,  and  to  the  increase  of  our 
intercourse  with  it,  I  may  safely  say  for  the  new  legislature,  that 
the  encouragement  of  that  intercourse,  for  the  advantage  of  both 
parties,  will  be  considered  as  among  the  most  interesting  branches 
of  the  general  subject  submitted  to  them.     From  a  perfect  con- 
viction of  the  coincidence  of  our  interests,  nobody  wishes  more 
sincerely  to  cultivate  the  habit  of  mutual  good  offices  and  favors, 
than  he  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  with  setitiments  Df  the  greatest 
respect  and  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obedient'  and  most  humble 
servant, 

Th:  Jefferson^ 


#' 


#. 


Thomas  Jefferson  presents  his  respects  to  the  Vice  Preadent  of 
the  United  States,  artd  has  the  lionor  to  inclose  him  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  President,  just  now  received. 

April  8,  1791.  '  ' 


<5.^r 


[The  annej^ed  is  the  letter  referred  to.] 


■ .-.  i ' 


,    '  Mount  Verndn,  April  4, 1791..  .•>- 

Gentlemen, 

As  the  public  service  may  require  that  communications  should 
be  made  to  me,  during  my  absence  from  the  seat  of  government^ 
by  the  most  direct  conveyances,  and  as,  in  the  event  of  any  very 
extraordinary  occurrence,  it  will  be  necessary  to  know  at  what  time 
I  may  be  found  in  any  particular  place,  1  have  to  inform  you,  that 
uqless  the  progress  of  my  journey  to  Savannah  is  retarded  by  un- 
foreseen interruptions,  it  will  be  regulated  (including  days  of  halt) 
in  the  foUowing  manner.     I  shall  be,  . 

On  the  8th  of  April,  at  Fredericksburg, 
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11th 
14th 
16th 
llBth 
20th 
24th 
29th 
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Richmond, 

Petersburg,  .  _   ^ 

Halifax,  ,        %* 

Tarborough,  .         , 

Newbern,  '  • 

Wilmington, 

Georgetown,  South  Carolina, 
On  the  2nd  of  May,  at  Charleston,  halting  five  days, 
.       "     11th     ';:J^''         Savannah,  halting  two  days. 
Thence,  leaving  thelline  of  the  mail,  I  shall  proceed  to  Augusta, 
and  according  to  the  information  which  I  may  receive  there,  my 
return,  by  an  upper  road,  »will' be  regulated.    The  route  of  my 
return  is  afpfesent  unc^FtjukV^  but  in  all  probability  it  will  be 
thixJughjiCc^teHinbia,  CangcJen,'^  Charlotte,  Salisbu^^,  Salem,  Guil- 
ford, ipA|^^l^h»  Hari-isburg,  Williamsburg  to»l-^lbr*s  ferry  on 
the  I^^^e^  arid  vthenb^.  t^  Fredericksburg  by*  the  nearest  and 

AJ^fr'thu^^ explaining  to  you,  as  far  as  I»  am  able  af  present,  the 
diii^0tion  ar'"^  orobable  progress  of  my  journey,'  I  have  to  express 
my*iWish,  it  .  ;y  serious  and  important  case  should^ arise'  during 
my'aibfence,  (of  which  the  probability  is  but  too  strong)  thAt  the 
Secretaries  for  the  departments  of  State,  Treasury  and  War,  may 
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hc^d  consultations  thereon,  to  determine  whether  they  are  of  such 
a-nature  as  to  require  my  personal  attendance  at  the  3eat  of  go- 
vernment, and  if  they  should  be  so  considered,  I  will  return  im- 
mediately from  any  place  at  which  the  information  may  reach 
me ;  or  should  they  determine  that  measures  relevant  to  the  case 
may  be  legally  and  properly  pursued,  without  the  immediate  agency 
of  the  President,  I  will-  approve  and  ratify  the  measures  which 
may  be  conformed  to  si:ch  determination. 

Presuming  that  the  Vice  President  will  have  left  th6  seat  of 
government  for  Boston,  I  have  not  requested  hi6  opinion  to  he 
taken  on  the  supposed  emergency.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  I 
wish  him  also  to  be  consulted. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
'•  >  .  G.  Wa^hinotqw. 

Thomaii  Jeffersort,  ,7  Esq-ires,  Secretaries    of  the  United  States  for 

Kew'"l£o?  *"    S  tbo  departments  of  State,  Treasury  »nd  War.     ' 


LETTER     LVUl. 


■'^0 


Philadelphia,  April  11,  1791. 


to  colonel  humphreys. 

Dear  $ir, 

I  wrote  J  3U  March  the  15th,  witu  postscripts  of  the  18th  and 
10th.  Sir.Je  that,  yours  of  Jaquary ;  the  3rd.  No.  10,  January 
the  15th,  No.  11,  from  Madrid,  February  the  6th,  No*. 1 2,  and 
Februar}^  the  12th,  No.  13,  from  Lisbon,  have  been  rev  jived. 
They  covered  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  the  only  one  we 
have  from  him  of  later  date  than  ^ay,  1789. .  You  know  that  my 
letter  to  him,  of  which  you  v;ere  the  bearer,  took  hotice  of  the 
intermission  of  hi^  correspondence,  and'  the  one  inclosed  to  him 
in-my  letter  to  you  of  -March  the  15th,  being  vyritten  when  .this 
intermission  was  felt  still  stronger,  as  having  cOntit)ue.d  ^ao^  much 
longer,  conveyed  stronger,  marks  of  dissatisfaction,  r^^ifi^h  his 
letter  now  received,  convinces  us  he  has  been  act've  in  pffig^Uting 
inteUigence,  y^t  it  does  not  appear  tliat  hb  l)iU0  b^'eFf  igjI^^Hy^^l^si* 
duous  in  proQty^qg  means  of  conveyance,  wJtMO)i  ,.wilfh4l)^if99re 
ipoumbent  .rni;hiir/»  in  proportion  as  the  governmiQ^tif^^j^^i^ciiire 
Isftlous  and  watctli'uh  StiU,  howpver,  I  wish  him  tq  j>e^fiv(l<)ttie 
letter  no#  inplosftd  for  him,  herein,  aa  it  softens  wbat.^lffj^'^p 
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harder  said,  and  shews  a  <lisf»osition  rather  to  look  forward  than 
bttbkward.  I  hope  you  will  receive  it  in  time  to  forward  with  the 
other,  it  contains  important'  matter,  py-essing  on  him^  as  I  wish 
to  do  on  you  and  have  done  on  Mr.  Short,'to  engage  your  re- 
spective courts  in  a  co-operation  in  oiir  nav-^ation  act.  Procure 
us  ail  the  information  possible,  as  to  the  str*-  -,tli,  riches^resources^ 
lights  and  dispositions  of  Brazil.  Tlie  jealousy  of  the  court  of 
Lisbon  on  this  subject,  will,  of  course,  inspire  you  with  due  cau- 
tion in  making  and  communicating  these  inquiries. 

The  acts  of  the  three  sessions  of  Congress,  and  Fenno's  papers 
from  April,  1790,  were  sent  you  with  my  last.  You  will  now  re- 
ceive the  continuation  of  Fenno's  paper.  I  send  for  Mr.  Garmi- 
chael  also,  laws  and  newspapers.  In  hopes  you  may  find .  some 
means  of  conveyijig  them  to  him.  I  must  sometimes  avail  myself 
of  your  channel  to  write  to  him,.till  we  shall  have  a  consul  at 
Cadiz.  ,• 

^  i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  hamble  servant, ' 

Th:  Jefferson? 


pril  II,  1791. 


" LETTER    LIX. 
TO   WfLLIAM    CARMICHAEL. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  April  II,  1791. 


I  wrote  you  om  the  12th  of  March,  and  again  on  the  17th  of  the 
same  month  ;  since  which<  I  have  received  your  favor  of  January 
the  24th,  wherein  you  refer  to  Copies  of  two  letters,  also  to  a  pa- 
per No.  1,  supposed  to  be  inclosed  in  that  letter;  but  there  was 
nothing  mclosed.  You  speak  particularly  of  several  other  letters 
formerly  forwarded,  but  not  a  single  one  was  ever  received  of  lat^r 
date  than  May  the  6th,  1789 ;  and  this  of  January  the  24th,  is  all 
we  possess  from  you  since  that  date.  I  inclose  you  a  list  of  let- 
ters addressed  to  you  on  various  subjects,  and  to  wliich  answers 
were,  and  are  naturally  expected  ;  and  send  you  again  copies  of 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  the  Dover  Cutter,  which  haft  been  the 
subject  of  so  many  of  those  letters,  and  is  the  subject  of  the  con- 
stant solicitation  of  the  parties  here.  A  final  decision  on  that  ap- 
plication, therefore,  is  earnestly  desired.  When  you  consider  the 
repeated  references  of  matters  to  you  from  hence,  and  the  total 
suppression  of  whatever  you  have  written  in  angwer,  you  will  aot 


m 


% 


103 

be  surprised  if  it  had  excited  %  great  degree  of  uneasiness.'  .We 
had  inquired' whether  private,  conveyances  did  not  occur,  fro|n 
time  to  time,  from  Madrid  to  Cadiz,  where  we  have  vessels,  al- 
most constantly,  and  we  Were  assured  that  such  conveyanceis  were 
frequent.     On  the  whole,  Sir,  you  will  be  sensible,  that  under  the 
jeabus  government  with  which  you  reside,  the  conveyance  of  in- 
telligence requires  as  much  mansigement  as  the  obtaining  it ;  and 
I  am  hopes  that  in  future^  you  will  be  on  your  guard  against  those 
infidelities  in  that  line,  under  which  you  and  we, have  so  much 
suffered.  .     .        .  .  .  .    .     ^  . 

The  President  is  absent  on  a  journey  through  the  southern 
States,  from  which  he  will  not  return  till  the  end  of  June ;  conse- 
quendy,  I  could  not  sooner  notify  him  of  your  desire  to  return ; 
but  even  then,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  saying  noticing  to  him  on 
the  subject  till  I  hear  further  from  you.  The  suppression  of  your 
correspondence  has,  in  »^cohsiderable  degree,  withdrawn,  you 
from  the  public  sight.  I  sincerely  wish  that  before  your  return, 
you  could  do  something  to  attract  tlieir  attention  and  favor,  and 
render  your  return  pleasing  to  yourself  and  profitable  to  theni,  by 
introducing  you  to  new  proofs  of  their  confidence.  My  two  last 
letters  to  you  furnish  occasions ;  that  of  a  co-operation  against  the 
Bridsh  navigation  act,  and  the  arrangement  of  our  afiairs  on  the 
Mississippi.  The  former,  if  it  can  be  effected,  will  foVm  a  re- 
markable and  memorable  epoch  in  the  history  and  freedom  of  the 
ocean.  Mr.  Short  will  press  it  at  Paris,  and -Colonel  Humphreys 
at  Lisbon.  The  latter  will  shew  most  at  first ;  and  as  to  it,  be  so 
good  as  to  observe  always,  that  die  right  of  navigaung  the  Missis^ 
sippi  is  considered  as  so  palpable,  that  the  recovery  of  it  will  pro- 
dace  no  other  sensation  than  that  of  a  gross  injustice  removed. 
The  extent  and  freedom  of  the  port  for  mcilitating  the  use  of  it, 
is  what  will  excite  the  attention  and  gratification  of  the  public. 
Cobnel  Humphreys  writes  me,  that  all  Mr.  Gardoqui's  commu- 
nications, while  here,  tended  to  impress  the  cpurt  of  Madrid  with 
the  idea,  that  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  was  only  demanded, 
on  our  part,  to  quiet  our  western  settlers,  and  that  it  was  not  sin- 
cerely desired  by  the  maridme  States.  This  is  a  most  fatal  error, 
and  must  be  completely  eradicated  and  spec  lily,  or  Mr.  Gardo- 
qui  will  prove  to  have  been  a  bad  peace  maker.  It  is  true,  there 
were  characters,  whose  stations  entitled  them  to  credit,  and  who, 
from  geographical  prejudices,  did  not  thems*  Ives  wish  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  to  be  restored  to  us,  and  who  believe,  per- 
haps, as  is  common  with  mankind,  that  their  opinion  was  the 
general  opinion.  But  the  sentiments  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
uiiion  were  decidedly  otherwise  then,  and  the  very  persons  to 
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whom  Mr.  Gai-doqui  alluded,  have  now  come  over  to  the  opimou 
heflVtily,  that  the  navigation  of  ^e  Mississippi,  in  fidland  unre* 
strained  freedom,  is  indispensably  necessary,  and  must  be  obtain- 
ed by  any  means  it  may  call  for.  It  will  be  most  unfdrtunate,  in- 
deed, if  we  cannQt  convince  Spam  that  we  make  this  demand*  in 
earnest,  but  by  acts  which  will  render  that  conviction  too  late  to 
prevent  evil.  ^ 

Not  knowing  how  better  to  convey  to  you  the  laws  and  the  ga- 
zettes, than  by  committing  them  to  diie  patronage  of  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys, I  now  send  through  that  channel  the  laws  of  the  second 
and  third  sessions  of  Congress,  and  the  newspapers. 

•I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most. humble  servant,  lH 

•  •     •    Th:  Jefferson. 


^^i 


LETTER    LX 


TO    WILtlAM    SHORT. 


*  V      ,  Philadplrlua,  April  26, 1791. 

Dear  Sir,         '  •        ' 

My  late  letters  to  you  Imve  been  of  the  8th,  12th,  16th,  and 

19thbf  Marcbj  yoUrs  received  and  ackriowliedged,  are  as  follows. 
*  «  #       .      «  ,   *  * 

I  consider  the  consular  convention  as  securing  clearly,  our  right 
to  appoint  consuls  in  the  French  colonies;  The  words  <  Etatfi  du 
roi,'  unquestionably  iextend  to  all*  his  dominions.  If  they  had  befen 
merely  synonymous  with  'la  France;'  why  wias  the  alteration 
made  ?  When  I  proposed  that  alteration,  I  explained  my  reasons^ 
and  it  cannot  be  supposed  I  would  offer  a  change  of  language, 
but  for  some  matter  of  substance.  Again,  in  the  translation,  it  is 
'  dominions  of  Francet'  This  translation  was  submitted  to  M.  do 
Montmorin  and  M.  de  Reyneval,  with  a  request  that  they  would 
note  any  deviation  in  it  from  the  original,  or  otherwise  it  would  be 
considered  as  faithful.  No  part  Was  objected  to.  M.  de  Reyne- 
val says,  we  must  decide  by  the  instrument  itself,  and  not  by  the 
explanations  which  took  place.  It  is  a  rule,  where  expressions 
are  susceptible  of  two  meanings,  to  recur  to  other  explanations. 
Good  faith  is  in  favor  of  this  recurrence.  However,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  the  expression  does  not  admit  of  two  constructions  ;  it 
is  co-extensive  with  the  dominions  of  the  King.  I  insist  on  this, 
only  as  a  reservation  of  our  right,  and  not  with  a  view  to  exercise 


• 
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iCif  it  ^«I1  jbe  JncoBvepieot  or  disagreeable  lo.tl}9  govermiwol  of 
F^rancek  Qply  tw9  appoipt^ents  have  as  yet  b^en  made  (Mr. 
St^witb  at  Martinique  and  Guadalotipe*  and  M6  Bourne  in  Su 
Ii]i^>aiiBi^|iio^)  and- tney  8hairt)e  JQstrUcted  not  to  ask  a  regular 
KlBe^Ujitur.  We  certainly  wiah  ,to  prpss:  nolhjng.oji  our  £ri(^ndS) 
'ii|!hic|i  shall  be.  inconvenient.  I  shall  bope  that  M.  dejiiontiiaorin 
will  order  such  attentions  to  be  shewn  to  those  gentlemen  as  the 
patronage  of  cominerce  nlay  call,  for,  and  in^y.notbe  inconvenient 
to.  tbe  governnient.  These  gentlemen  are  most  ^  pointedly  in- 
iipuct^dnot  to  internieddle,  by  word  or  deed,  with  poUtic.al  mfit- 
'ters..  ^  ■/-'■.,•■        -...•;■."    •»;..  .,    '.  .  w 

'    Myt letter  of  August,  1790,  to  Mr.  Carmichaeli  was  delivered 
to  him  by. Colonel  Humphreys.  ,  -  .  :  ,  sHiS  i^^'.- 

The/  report  yot>  mention  of  the  prospect  of  our  captives  at 
Algiers  betiig  liberated,  has  not  taken  its  rise  from  any  authorita- 
tHI  source.  Unfortunately  ibr  us,  there  have  been  so  many  per- 
sons, who  (from  friendly  or  charitable  motives,'or  to.  recommend 
themselves)  hay6  bu^ed  themselves  about  this  redemption,  as  to 
extite  great  expectations  in  the  captorg,and  render  our  Qountry- 
men  in  fact  irredeemable.  >  We  l^ve  not  a  single  operation  on 
foot  for  that  purpose,  but  what  you  know  of^  and  the  ynore  all 
voluntary  interpositibns  are  discouraged,  the  better  for  our  unhappy 
friends  whom  they  are  meant  to  serve.       "        *.  .•  „ . 

You.  know  how  strongly  we  desire  4o.ipay  off  our  whde',debt,to 
Fraqce,  and  that  for  this  paipose,  we  will  use  our  oredit  as. far >  as 
it  will,hold  good.  You  know  also,  what  may  be  the  pr6babilityof 
Qor  being  «ble  to  borrow  the  whole  sum.  Under  these  di^si- 
tiom  and. prospects,  it  would  grieve  ns  extremely  to  see  <i|iu;  i^bt 

rLir^toibe^  hands  of,  spieculatorSf  and  be  subjected  ourselvf^Jo 
«lvcanories  and  vexations  of  private  avarice.-  We  d^ire  you, 
||\jBreifore,  to  dissuade  tbe  gove;rnmeQt,.as  far  as  you  catf  prudently, 
from  listenipg  to  any  overtures  of  th^t  jkind,.  and  as  to  the  specuf 
\9t^^tbem$iekes,  whether  native  or  foreign,  to  inibrm*  them,,  w^r 
^t  reserve,  tBat  our  government  condemj^  tlieir  projects,  a^d 
iDfSeiryefi  to  itself  tiie  right  of  paying,  no  where  but  into  die  trea<* 
sury-of  France,  according  to  their  contract. 

1  inclose  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Grand-s  note,  to  me,  stating. die 
conditions  oq  which  Drost  would  coifne,  and  also  a  letter  from  the 
(Secretary  of  jhe  Treasury*,  expresskig.  his  ideas- as  to  thpse.  teems, 
with,  which  I  agree.  .  We.  leave  to  your  agency  the  engaging  and 
sending  Mr.  Drost  ai^  soon  as  possible,  and  to  your  discretion  to 
fix  the  terQis,  jfendering  the  allow^tnce  for  expenses  certain,  wli^h 
bisi  first  piQ^oaition  ler  ves  uncertain. .  Subsifftence  here  costs  about 
one  thiid:  of  what<  it  does  in  Paris,  to>  a  house  k«eper«    fai  a  loijig- 
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iiig  house,  the  highest  price  for  a  room  and  board  is  a  dollar  a  day, 
for  the  master,  and  half  that  for  the  servant.  These  facts  may 
enable  you  to  settle  the  article  of  expenses  reasonably.  If  Mr. 
Drost  undertakes  assaying,  I  should  much  rather  confide  it  to  him, 
than  to  any  other  person  who  can  be  sent.  It  is  the  most  confi- 
dential operation  in  the  whole  business  of  coining.  We  should 
expect  him  to  instruct  a  native  in  it.  I  think,  too,  he  should  be 
obliged  to  continue  longer  than  a  year,  if  it  should  be  necessary 
for  qualifying  others  to  continue  his  operations.  It  is  not  im- 
portant that  he  be  here  till  November  or  December,  but  extremely 
desirable  then.     He  may  come  as  much  sooner  as  he  pleases. 

We  address  to  M.  la  Motte  a  small  box  for  you,  containing  a 
complete  set  of  the  journals  of  the  antient  Congress,  the  acts  of 
the  last  session  of  the  federal  legislature,  and  a  continuation  oi 
the  newspapers. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  affectionate 
friend  and  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    LXI. 


TO    MR.    OTTO. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  May  7, 1791. 


I  have  now  the  honor  to  return  you  the  propositions  of  Messrs. 
Schweizer,  Jeanneret  and  company,  which  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  does  not  think  they  can 
be  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  greater 
premium  demanded  than  what  we  now  pay,  the  change  of  the 
place  of  payment,  the  change  of  the  bankers  whom  we  have  al- 
ways employed  for  others  unknown  to  us,  the  danger  of  risking 
our  credit  by  putting  such  a  mass  of  our  paper  into  new  hands,  will, 
I  dare  say,  appear  to  you.  Sir,  substantial  reasons  for  declining  this 
measure ;  and  the  more  so,  as  the  new  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
Short,  are  to  raise  money  as  fast  as  our  credit  will  admit :  and  we 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  it  cannot  be  as  soon  done  by  our  antient 
bankers  as  by  others.  Our  desire  to  pay  our  whole  debt,  princi- 
pal and  interest,  to  France,  is  as  strong  as  hers  can  be  to  receive 
it,  and  we  believe,  that  by  the  arrangements  already  taken  it  will 
be  as  soon  done  for  her,  and  more  safely  and  advantageously  for 
us  than  by  a  change  of  them.      We  beg  you  to  be  assured,  that 
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no  exerticHis  are  sparing  on  our  part  to  accomplish  this  desirable 
oI:ject,  as  it  will  be  peculiarly  gratifying  to  us,  that  monies  ad- 
vanced to  us  in  critical  times,  should  be  reimbursed  to  France  in 
times  equally  critical  to  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

Th:  Jeffsrson. 


LETTER    LXII. 


TO   THE    ATTORNEy   OF    THE    DISTRICT   OP    KENTUCKY, 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  May  7,  1791, 


A  certain  James  O'Fallon  is,  as  we  are  informed,  undertaking 
to  raise,  organise  and  commission  an  army,  of  his  own  authority, 
and  independent  of  that  of  the  government,  the  object  of  which 
is,  to  go  and  possess  themselves  of  lands  which  have  never  yet 
been  granted  by  any  authority,  which  the  goveinment  admhs  to 
be  legal,  and  with  an  avowed  design  to  hold  them  by  force  against 
any  power,  foreign  or  domestic.  As  diis  w'lYi  inevitably  commit 
our  whole  nation  in  war  with  the  Indian  nations,  and  perhaps  o- 
thers,  it  cannot  be  permitted  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  involved  in  the  calamities  of  war,  and  the  blood  of 
thousands  of  them  be  poured  out,  merely  that  a  few  adventurers 
may  possess  themselves  of  lands :  nor  can  a  well  ordered  govern- 
ment tolerate  such  an  assumption  of  its  sovereignty  by  unauthorised 
individuals.  I  send  you  herein  the  Attorney  General's  opinion  of 
what  may  legally  be  done,  with  a  desire  that  you  proceed  against 
the  said  O'Fallon  according  to  law.  It  is  not  the  wish,  to  extend 
the  prosecution  to  other  individuals,  who  may  have  given  thought- 
lessly into  his  unlawful  proceeding.  I  inclose  you  a  proclamation 
to  this  efieci.  But  they  may  be  assured,  that  if  this  undertaking 
be  prosecuted,  the  whole  force  of  the  United  States  will  be  dis- 
played to  punish  the  transgression.  I  inclose  you  one  of  O'Fal- 
lon s  commissions,  signed,  u,"  is  said,  by  himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

Th;  JfiFFEKsoN. 


■:  > 
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LETTER    LXIII. 


TO   THOMAS   BABCLAY. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  May  13, 1791. 


You  are  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  go 
to  the  court  of  Morocco  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  new 
Emperor,  a  recognition  of  our  treaty  with  his  father.  As  it  is 
thought  best  that  you  should  go  in  some  definite  character,  that  of 
consul  has  been  adopted,  and  you  consequently  receive  a  commis- 
sion as  consul  for  the  United  States,  in  the  dominions  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Morocco,  which,  having  been  issued  during  the  recess  erf" 
the  Senate,  will  of  course  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session. 
It  has  been  thought  best,  however,  not  to  insert  this  limitation  in 
the  commission,  as  being  unnecessary ;  and  it  might,  perhaps,  em- 
barrass. Before  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  the  Senate,  it  is 
expected  the  objects  of  yotir  mission  will  be  accomplished. 

Ldsbon  being  the  most  convenient  port  of  correspondence  be- 
tween us  and  Morocco,  siiificient  authority  will  be  given  to  Colcmel 
Humphreys,  resident  of  the  United  States  at  that  p4ace,  over  funds 
in  Amsterdam,  for  the  objects  of  your  mission.  On  him,  there- 
fore, you  will  draw  for  the  sums  herein  allowed,  or  such  parts  of 
them  as  shall  be  necessary.  To  that  port,  too,  you  had  better 
proceed  io  the  first  vessel  which  shall  be  going  diere,  a^  it  is  ex- 
pected you  will  get  a  ready  passage  from  thence  to  Morocco. 

On  your  arrival  at  Morocco,  sound  your  ground,  and  know  how 
things  stand  at  present.  Your  former  voyage  there,  having  put 
you  in  possession  of  the  characters  through  whom  this  may  be 
done,  who  may  best  be  us^d  for  approaching  the  Emperor  tmd 
effecting  your  purpose,  you  are  left  to  use  your  own  knowledge  to 
the  best  advantage. 

The  object  being  merely  to  obtain  an  acknowledgment  of  tfle 
treaty,  we  rely  that  you  will  be  able  to  do  this,  giving  very  mode- 
rate presents.  As  the  amount  of  these  will  be  drawn  into  prece- 
dent on  future  similar  repetitions  of  them,  it  becomes  important. 
Our  distance,  our  seclusion  from  the  antient  world,  its  politics  and 
usages,  our  agricultural  occupations  and  habits,  our  poverty,  ard 
lastly,  our  determination  to  prefer  war  in  all  cases  to  tribute  unuer 
any  form,  and  to  any  people  whatever,  will  fumisii  you  with  topics 
for  opposing  and  refusing  high  or  dishonoring  pretensions ;  to  which 
may  be  added,  the  advantages  their  people  will  derive  from  our 


/,\    ' 


108 


commerce,  and  their  sovereign,  from  the  duties  laid  on  whatever 
we  extract  from  that  country. 

Keep  us  regularly  informed  of  your  proceedings  and  prc^ess, 
by  writing  by  ©very  possible  occasion,  detailing  to  us  particular^ 
your  conferences,  either  private  or  public,  and  the  persons  with 
whom  they  are  held. 

We  think  that  Francisco  Chiappe  has  merited  well  of  the  United 
States,  by  his  care  of  their  peace  and  interests.  He  has  sent  an 
account,  of  disbursements  for  us,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and 
ninety-four  dollars.  Do  not  recognise  the  account,  because  we 
are  unwilling^  by  doing  that,  to  give  him  a  color  for  presentitig 
larger  ones  hereafter,  for  expenses  which  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
scrutmise  or  control.  Let  him  understand,  that  our  laws  oppose 
the  application  of  public  money  so  informally ;  but  in  your  pre- 
sents, treat  him  handsomely,  so  as  not  only  to  cover  this  demand,  but 
go  beyond  it  with  a  liberality  which  may  fix  him  deeply  in  our  in- 
terests. The  place  he  holds  near  the  Emperor,  renders  bis  friend- 
ship peculiarly  important.  Let  us  have  nothing  further  to  do  with 
his  brothers,  or  any  other  person. .  The  money  which  would  make 
one  good  .friend,  divided  among  several^  will  produce  no  attach- 
ment. 

The  Emperor  has  intimated  that  he  expects  an  ambassador  frcnn 
usi  Lej  him  understand,  that  this  maybe  a  custom  of  .the  old 
world,  but  it  is  not  ours ;  that  we  never  sent  an  ambassador  to-any 
iiatioa. 

You  are  to  be  allowed,  from  the  day  of  your  departure  till  your 
return,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents  and 
two-thirds,  a  montji,  for  your  time  and  expenses,  adding  thereto 
your  passage  money  and  sea  stores  going  and  commg. 

Rejnain  in  your  post  till  the  1st  of  April  next,  and  as  much 
longer  as  shall  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  your  mia- 
sioDji  unless  you  should  receive  instructions  from  hence  to  the 
contrary. 

With  your  commission,  you  will  receive  a  letter  to  the  Emperor 
ot Morocco,  a  cypher,  and  a  letter  to  Colonel  Humphreys. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant,  ^ 
'                          '                                 i       Th:  Jefferson.  ,i: 
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A  private  instruction  which  Mr.  Barclay  is  to  carry  in  Ms  memory ^ 
and  not  on  paper,  lest  it  should  come  into  improper  hands. 

We  rely  that  you  will  obtain  the  friendship  of  the  new  Empe- 
ror,'and  his  assurances  that  the  treaty  shall  be  faithfully  obsenred, 
with  as  little  expense  as  possible.  But  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  is  fixed  as  the  limit  which  al)  your  donations  together  are 
not  to  exceed. 

May  13,  1791. 


[Letter  from  the  President  to  the  Empciror  of  Morocco,  refer- 
red to  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay.] 


\f- 


Great  and  Maonanimojjs  Friend, 

Separated  by  an  immense  ocean  from  the  more  antient  nations 
of  the  earth,  and  litde  connected  with  their  politics  or  proceedings, 
we  are  late  in  leansing  the  events  which,  take  place  among  them, 
and  later  in  conveying  to  them  our  sentiments  thereon. 

The  death  of  d^e  late  Emperor,  your  father  and  our  friend,  of 
gbrious  memory,  is  one  of  those  events  which,  though  dbtant,  at- 
tracts our  notice  and  cmicern.  Receive,  great  and  good  friend, 
my  sincere  sympathy  with  you  on ,  that  loss ;  and  permit  me,  at 
the  same  time,  to  express  the  satisfaction  with  which  I  learn  the 
accession  of  so  worthy  a  successor  to  the  imperial  throne  of  Mo- 
rocco, and  to  offer  you  the  homage  of  my  sincere  congratulations. . 
May  the  daya  of  your  Majesty's  life  be  many  and  glorious,  and 
may  they  ever  mark  the  era  during  which  a  great  .people  shall 
have  been  most  prosperous  and  happyt  under  die  best  and  hap- 
piest of  sovereigns.  .    - 

The.  late  Emperor,  very  soon  after  the  establishment,  of  am  in- 
fant nation,  manifested  his  royal  regard  and  amity  to  us  by  many 
friendly  and  generous  acts,  and  particularly  by  the  protection  of 
our  citizens  in  their  con^merce  with  his  subjects.  And  as  a  further 
instance  of  his  desire  to  promote  our,  prosperity  and  intercourse 
with  his  realms,  he  entered  into  r.  treaty  of  amity  and  cotnmerce 
With  us,  for  himself  and  his  successors,  to  continue  fifty  years. 
The  justice  and  magnanimity  of  your  Majesty,  leave  us  full  confi- 
dence that  the  treaty  will  meet  your  royal  patronage  also ;  and  it 
will  give  me  great  satisfaction  to  be  assured,  that  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America  may  expect  from  your  imperial  Ma- 
jesty, the  same  protection  and  kmdness,  which  the  fexample  of 
your,  illustrious  father  has  taught  them  to  expect  from  those  who 
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occupy  the  throne  of  Morocco,  and  to  have  your  royal  word,  that 
they  may  count  on  a  duiE»  observance  of  the  treaty  which  cements 
the  two  nations  in  friendship/ 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  "^  ^esty,  by  our  faithful  citizen, 
ThoniQs  Barclay,  whom  I  name  co:  fw  Aese  United  States  in 
the  dominions  of  your  Majesty,  and  who,  to  the  integrity  and  know- 
ledge (||ua}ifying  him  for  that  office,  unites  the  peculiar  advantage 
t)f  hanng  been  the  agent,  through  whom  our  treaty  with  the  late 
Emperor  was  received.  I  pray  your  M£yesty  to  protect  him  in 
the  exercise  of  his  functions  for  the  patronage  of  the  commerce 
between  our  two  countries,  and  of  those  who  carry  it  on. 

May  that  God,  whom  we  both  adore,  bless  your  imperial  Ma- 
jesty with  long  life,  heidth  and  success,  and  have  you  always,  great 
and  magnanimous  friend,  under  his  holy  keeping. 
,  Written  at  Philadelphia,  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  in  the 
fifteenth  year  of  our  sovereignty  and  independence,  from  your 
good  and  faithful  friend,  George  Washington:. 

By  the  Prendent 

',<.      .,    ^  '.  t^t^.i,.^.  ■  ...Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER  LXIV. 

,_     •     •*■■■■  »<^.    vJiyiw.^--. 

.  .^»^^iSj».^-%>;»i. 

TO    FULWAR   SKIPWITH. 

.     .  »jr.i-'-'-   '^-••' •<}^''-f«i> 

■    .    •    *i    ••^»»    .H- 

Sir, 


PhHadelpbia,  May  »,  1791; 


You  will  readily  conceive,  that  the  union  of  domestic  with  the 
Foreign  afihirs  under  the  department  of  State,  brings  on  th«  head 
of  this  department  such  incessant  calls,  not  admitting  delay,  as 
oblige  him  to  postpone  whatever  will  bear  pos^ning :  hfence, 
though  it  is  important  that  I  should  continue  t6  receive,  from  time 
to  time,  regular  information  from  you  of  whatever  occurs  within 
your  notice^  interesting  to  the  United  States,  yet  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  acknowledge  the  refceipt  of  your  letters,  regulaiiy  as 
the^  come.  I  mention  this  circumstance,  that  you  may  ascribe 
the  delay  of  acknowledgment  to  the  real  cause,  and  that  it  may 
not  produce  any  relaxation  on  your  part  in  making  all  diose  com- 
munications which  it  is  important  should  be  received,  and  which 
govern  our  proceedings,  though  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  not6  it  to 
you  specialfy. 

1  had  hoped  that  Congress,  at  their  last  session,  would  have 
passed  a  bill  for  regulating  the  functions  of  consuls.  Suclr  an  one 
was  laid  before  them,  but  there  t)eing  a  considerable  diflerence  of 
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op'tnion  as  to  some  of  its  parts,  it  was  finally  lost  by  the  shortness 
of  the  session,  which  the  constitution  had  limited  to  the  3rd  of 
March.  It  will  be  taken  up  again  at  the  ensuing;  session  of  Octo- 
ber next :  in  the  mean  time,  you  will  be  pleased  to  govern  your- 
seh  by  the  instructions  already  given. 

In  general,  ouf  afiairs  are  proceeding  in  a  train  of  unparalleled 
prosperity.  This  arises  from  the  real  improvements  of  our  govern- 
ment, from  the  unbounded  confidence  reposed  in  it  by  the  people, 
their  zeal  to  support  it,  and  their  conviction  that  a  solid  union  b 
the  best  rock  of  their  safety,  from  the  favorable  seasons  which,  for 
some  years  past,  have  co-operated  with  a  fertile  soil  and  genial 
climate  to  increase  the  productions  of  agticulture,  and  from  the. 
growth  of  industry,  economy  and  domestic  manufactures.  So  that 
I  believe  I  may  say,  -with  trulh,  that  there  is  not  a  nation  under  tlie 
sun  enjojring  more  present  prosperity,  nor  vdth  more  in  prospect.  , 

The  Indians  on  our  frontier,  indeed,  still  continue  to  ^ut  o^ 
straggling  individuals  or  faijnilies  falling  in  their  way<  An  expedi- 
tion agamst  them  th^  last  summer,  was  less  successful  than  there 
was  reason  to  expect;  we  lost  in  it  about  one  hundred  men.  The 
operations  of  the:  present  summer  will  more  probably  bring  them 
to  peace,  which  is  all  we  desire  of  them,  it  having  been  a-  leading 
object  of  our  present  government  to  guaranty  them  in  their  pre- 
sent possessions,  and  to  protect  their  persons  with  the  same  fidelity 
which  is  extended  to  its  own  citizens.  We  ask  nothing  of  them 
but  that  they  will  accept  our  peace,  friendship  and  services }  and 
we  hope  soon  to  make  them  sensible  of  this,  in  spite  of  the  in- 
citements  against  us,  which  they  have  been  so  much  the  dupes 
of.  This  is  the  general  state  of  our  affairs  at  present,  as  fsuthfully 
as  I  am  able  to  give  it. 

Your  favors  of  Ai^ust  the  30th,  September  the  18th,  October 
the  10th  and  t'ebruary  the  10th,  have  been  duly  received.  Par- 
ticular reasons  render  it  improper  to  press  a  formal  acknowledge 
ment  of  our  consuls  in  the  French  colonies :  for  this  purpose  we 
must  wait' till  circumstances  shall  render  it  less  inconvenient  to 
their  government.  In  the  mean  time,  as  to  every  thing  essential, 
the  same  attention  will  be  paid  to  yourself^  your  representations 
and  applications,  as  if  you  were  formally  acknowledged.  I  am  to 
recommend  to  you,  in  the  strongest  terms,  not  to  intermeddle  in 
the  least,  by  word  or  deed,  in  the  internal  disputes  of  the  cobny, 
or  those  witli  the  mother  counti'y  :  c(Misider  this  as  a,  family  afiaur, 
with  which  we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  wish  to  interoieddle. 
We  shall  expect,  however,  narratives  of  them  from  time. to  time. 

I  have  the  .honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble servant,  Th  :  JEf  FERSON. 
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LETT&R  L.XV. 
TO   WII4LIAM    CAfiMICHAEL. 


.-*^%f'' 


SXB, 


Philadelphia,  May  16,  ITCl. 


Mr.  Swanwick  informs  me,  that  the  house  (^  Morris,  Willing 
and  Swanwick,  have  suffered  a  very  considerable  loss  in.  the  port 
of  St.  Andero,  by  an  abuse  of  office,  in  having  a  tvx^  of  com 
thrown  overboard  as  being  bad,  when  it  was  in  fact  {perfectly  good. 
1  know  that  in  some  countries  of  Europe,  it  is  often  difficult  to  ob- 
tain jtistice  against  persons  protected  by  court  favor.  In  this,'  as 
in  all  other  instances  where  our  citizens  shall  have  occasnon  to 
s^ek  Justice  in  the  counUry  of  yomr  residence,  I  would  vnsh'ybu  to 
interfere  just  so  far,  as  by  the  tnfluencie  of  your 'chak<acter  to  coun- 
teifbalance  the  undue '  protection  of  their  dj^ponents,  so  as  that 
equal  and  impartial  justice  may  be  done  thenr. 

The  regUlati(Mi  by  which  diey  suffer,  in  the  presem  instance,  is, 
in  its  nature,  exti^mely  susceptible  of  abuse,  and  prevails,  as  I  am 
tbld,  only  in  the  port&of  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  The  pabrmiage  of  our 
cohnmerce  being  the.  chief  object  ofiour  diplomatic  establishments 
abK>ad,  you  woirld  render  that  an' essential  service  coid^  you  ob- 
tain a  repeal  of  this,  regulation,  vk  an  impartial  exiercise  of  itj  if  the 
repeal  cannot  be  obtained ;  and-'in  any  event,  a  permissnon  to  xt- 
elxport  a  cargo  of  grain  condemned.  . 

I  have -the  honor  to  be,  with  grieaft  esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humbte  servant,         . '       '" , 

Th  :  Jefferson.    ' 


LETTER     LXVI. 


TO    COLONEL    HUMP*.   .ETS, 


Sl», 


Philadelphia,  Jaljr  13, 1791. 


Mr.  Barclay  having  jyeen'^  detained  longer  than  was  expected, 
ou  will  receive  this,  as  \<rell  as  my  letter  of  May  the  ISA,  from 
ira.  Since  the  date  of  that,  I  have  received  your  No.  15, 
March  the  31st,  No.  16,  April  the  «th.  No.  17,  April  the  30th, 
No.  18,  May  the  3rd,  and  No.  20,  May  the  21st. 


hi 


lis 


) 


'ERSON.     =• 


You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  situation  of  our  captives  at 
Algiers.  Measures  were  taken,  and  were  long  depending,  for 
their  redemption.  During  the  time  of  iheir  dependence,  we 
thought  it  would  forward  our  success  lo  lake  no  notice  of  the 
captives.  They  were  maintained  by  the  Spanish  consul,  from 
whom  applications  for  reimbursement,  through  Mr.  Carmichael, 
often  came :  no  answer  of  any  kind  was  ever  given.  A  certainty 
now,  that  our  measures  for  their  redemption  will  not  succeed,  ren- 
ders it  unnecessary  for  us  to  be  so  reserved  on  the  subject,  and 
to  continue  to  wear  the  appearance  of  neglecting  them.  Though 
the  government  might  have  ngreed  to  ransom  at  the  lowest  price 
admitted  with  any  nation,  (as,  for  instance,  that  of  the  French 
order  ofMefci)  they  will  not  give  any  thing  like  the  price  which 
has  been  lately  declared  to  be  the  lowest  by  the  captors.  It  re- 
mains, then,  for  us  to  see  what  other  means  are  practicable  for 
their  recovery.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  desire  that  the  dis- 
bursements hitherto  made  for  their  subsistence,  by  the  Spanish 
consul  or  others,  be  paid  off,  and  that  their  future  comfortable 
subsistence  be  provided  for.  As  to  past  disbursements,  I  must 
beg  the  favor  of  you  to  write  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  that  you  are  au- 
thorised to  pay  them  off,  pray  him  to  let  you  know  their  amount, 
and  to  whom  payments  are  due.  With  respect  to  future  provi- 
sion for  the  captives,  I  must  put  it  into  your  hands.  The  impossi- 
bility of  getting  letters  to  or  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  renders  it  im- 
proper for  us  to  use  that  channel.  As  to  the  footing  on  which 
they  are  to  be  subsisted,  the  ration  and  clothing  of  a  soldier  would 
have  been  a  good  measure,  were  it  possible  to  apply  it  to  articles 
of  food  and  clothing  so  extremely  different  as  those  used  at  Al- 
giers. The  allowance  heretofore  made  them  by  the  Spanish 
consul  nr.ight  perhaps  furnish  a  better  rule,  as  we  have  it  from 
themselves,  that  tliey  were  then  comfortably  subsisted.  Should 
you  be  led  to  corresjiond  with  them  at  all,  it  had  better  be  with 
Captain  O'Bryan,  who  is  a  Sensible  man,  and  whose  conduct  since 
he  has  been-  there,  has  been  particularly  meritorious.  It  will  be 
better  for  you  to  avoid  saying  any  thing  which  may  either  increase 
or  lessen  their  hopes  of  ransom.  I  write  to  our  bankers,  to  an- 
swer your  drafts  for  these  purposes,  and  inclose  you  a  duplicate 
to  be  forwarded  with  your  first  draft.  The  prisoners  are  fourteen 
in  number :  their  names  and  qualities  as  follows ;  Richard  0*Bryan 
and  Isaac  Stephens,  captains;  Andrew'Montgomery  and  Alexan- 
der Forsyth,  mates ;  Jacob  Tessanier,  a  French  passenger;  Wil- 
liam Patterson,  Philip  Sloan,  Peleg  Lorin,  John  Robertson,  James 
Hall,  James  Cathcart,  George  Smith,  John  Gregory,  James  Her- 
mel,  seamen.    They  have  been  twenty-one  or  twenty-two. 
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We  are  in  Iiouily  expectation  of  hearing  the  event  of  General 
Scott's  irruption  into  the  Indian  country,  at  the  head  of  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  mounted  infantry.  Perhaps  it  may  yet 
be  known  in  time  to  communicate  to  you  by  this  opportunity. 
Oui:  bank  was  filled  with  subscriptions  the  moment  it  was  opened. 
Eight  millions  of  dollars  were  the  whole  permitted  to  be  sub- 
scribed, of  which  two  millions  were  deposited  in  cash,  the  residue 
to  be  .public  paper.  Every  other  symptom  is  equally,  favorable 
to  our  credit. 

The  President  has  returned  from  his  southern  tour  in  good 
health.  You  will  receive  hferewith,  the  nevvsp»>pers  up  to  the 
present  date.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  hiimbld  servant, 

Th:  Jbfferson. 


■.    ■      .  l^ETTEK     LXVII. 

. .         ^  TO    M.    VAN    BERKEL^ 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  July  44,  17D1. 


'  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  the  perusal  of  the  in- 
closed papers  from  Mr.  Shaw,  consul  for  the  United  States  in  the 
East  Indies;  wherein  you  will  observe,  he  complains  of  a  pro- 
hibition from  the  government  of  Batavia,  to  American  ships,  by 
wome,  to  have  any  trade  in  that  port,  while  such  trade  was  per- 
mitted to  other  nations.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  presume,  tliat  some- 
thing has  been  misunderstood  in  this  case.  My  presumption  is 
founded  on  those  sentiments  of  general  amity  which  subsist  be- 
tween our  government  and  that  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and 
also  on  the  whole  tenor  of  our  treaty,  which  secures  to  us  always 
the  treatment  of  the  most  favored  nation.  Nevertheless,  the  re- 
fusal by  the  government  of  Batavia  has  been  so  formal,  so  deli- 
berate and  pointed,  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  ask  for  some 
explanation.  If  you  will  allow  me  the  honor  of  a  moment's  con- 
ference on  this  subject,  the  first  time  you  come  to  tov/n,  I  shall 
be  obliged  to  you  i  and  in  the  mean  time,  have  that  of  assuring 
you  of  those  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect,  with  which  I  am. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTKU     I,XVIH. 


TO    GOUVERNEUR    MORRIS. 


.  Philadelphia,  July  26,  1791. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favors  of  February  the  26ih  and.  March  the  16th,  have 
been  (July  received.  The  conferences  which  you  held  last  with 
the  British  minister  needed  •  no  apology.  At  the  thnq  of  writing 
my  letter  desiring  riiat  communications  with  them  might  cease,  it 
was  'supposed  ])ossible  that  some  might  take  place  before  it  would 
be  received.  .  They  proved  to  be  such  as  not  to  vaiy  the  opinion 
formed,  and  indeed,  the  result  of  the  whole  is  what  was  to  have 
been  expected  from  known  circumstances.  Yet  the  essay  was 
perhaps  necessary  to  justify,  as  well  as  induce  the  measures  proper 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  The -first  remittance  of  a 
thousand  dollars  to  you,  was  made  without  the  aid  of  any  facts 
wliich  could  enable  the.government  to  judge,  what  sum  might  be 
an  indemnification  for  the  interference  of  the  business  referred  to 
you,  with  your  private  pursuits.  Your  letter  of  February  the 
26th  furnishing  grounds  for"  correcting  the  first  judgment,  I  now 
inclose  you  a  bill  on  oUr  bankers  in  Holland  for  another  sum  of  a 
thousand  dollars.  In  the  original  remittance,  as  in  this  supplement 
to  it,  there  has  been  no  view  but  to  do  what, is  right  between  the 
public  and  those  who  serve  them. 

Though  no  authentic  account  is  yet  received,  we  Jearn  through 
private  channels  that  General  Scott  has  returned  from  a  successful 
expedition  against  the  Indians ;  having  killed  about  thirty  warriors, 
taken  fifty  odd  women  and  children  prisoners,  and  destroyed  two 
or  three  villages,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  except  three,  drowned 
by  accideiit.  A  similar  expedition  was  to  follow  immediately  after 
the  first,  while  preparations  are  making  for  measures  of  more  per- 
manent effect :  so  that  we  hope  this  summer  to  bring  the  Indians 
to  accept  of  a  just  and  general  peace,  on  which  nothing  will  be 
asked  of  them  but  their  peace. 

The  crops  of  wheat  in  the  United  States  are  rather  abundant, 
and  the  quality  good.  Those  of  tobacco  are  no^  promising  as  yqt. 
T  have  heard  nothing  of  the  rice  crops.  r       • 

."   I  am,  with  very  great  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
*'.  ••  •'  •  ■  I  • 
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.     ;     LETTER    LXIX.    ' 
'  TO    WILLIAM    SHORT. 


Dear  Sir, 


Philadelphia,  July  98,  1791. 


Since  my  last  I  have  received  letters  from  you  as  follows : 
*.        *         *         *         *         *         *,*         •*, 

Mine  to  you,  unacknowledged,  were  of  March  th'e  Sth,  .12th, 
15th,  19th,  April  the  25tli  and  May  the  10th.  Your  two  last 
letters  mention  the  length  of  time  you  have  b6en  without  intelli- 
gence, Slaving  then  received  mine  of  January  the  23rd  only. ,  You 
will  perceive  by  the  above,  that  six  letters  of  a  later  date  were  on 
their  way  to  you.  The  receipt  of  these,  with  the  newspapers, 
journals,  laws  and  other  printed  papers  accompanying  them,  will 
have  relieved  your  anxiety,  by  answering  several  articles  of  your 
former  letters,  and  opening  to  you  some  new  and  important  mat- 
ters. I  scarcely  ever  miss  the  opportumty  of  a  private  vessel 
going  frbm  hence  or  New  York  to  any  port  of  France^  widiout 
writing  to  you  and  sending  you  the  newspapers,  &c.  In. the  win- 
ter, occasions  are  very  rare,  this  port  particularly  being  blocked 
up  with  ice.  The  reason  of  so  long  an  interval  between  the  last 
and  present  letter,  has  been  the  journey  of  a  month,  which  that 
informed  you  I  was  about  to  take.  This  is  the  first  vessel  which 
has  offered  since  my  return;  she  is  bound  to  Havre,  and  will  carry 
the  newspapers  as  usual. 

•  The  difference  of  sixty-two  livres  ten  sols  the  hogsheatl,  esta- 
blished by  the  National  Assembly  on  tobacco  brought  in  their  and 
our  ships,  is  such  an  act  of  hostility  against  our  navigation,  as  was  not 
to  have  been  expected  from  the  friendship  of  that  nation.  It  is  as  new 
in  its  nature  as  extravagant  in  its  degree;  since  it  is  unexampled, 
ihat  any  nation  has  endeavored  to  wrest  from  another  the  carriage 
of  its  own  produce,  except  in  the  case  of  their  colonies.  The 
British  navigation  act,  so  much  and  so  justly  complained  of,  leaves 
to  all  nations  the  carriage  of  their  own  commodities  free.  This 
measure,  too,  is  calculated  expressly  to  take  our  own  carriage  from 
us  and  give  the  equivalent  to  other  nations :  for  it  is  well  known, 
that  the  shipping  of  France  is  not  equal  to  the  carriage  of  their 
whole  commerce;  but  the  freight  in  other  branches  of  n.ivigation 
being  on  an  equal  footing  with  only  forty  livres  the  hogshead,  in 
ours,  and- this  new  arrangement  giving  them  sixty-two  livres  ten 
sols  the  hogshead,  in  addition  to  their  freight,  that  is  to  say,  one 
hundred  and  two  livres  ten  sols,  instead  of  forty  livres,  their  vessels 
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will  leave  every  other  branch  of  business  to  fill  ii])  this.  They 
will  consequently  leave  a  void  in  tliose  other  branches,  which  will 
be  occupied  by  English,  Dutch  and  Swedes,  on  -the  spot.  They 
complain  of  our  tonnage  duty  ;  but  it  is. because  it  is  not  under- 
stood. In  the  ports  of  France,  we  pay  fees  for  anchorage,  buoys 
and  beacons,  fees  to  measurers,  weighers  and  guagers,  »nd4n  some 
countries,  for  light  houses.  We  have  thought  it  better  that  the 
public  here  should  pay  all  these,  and  reimburse  itself  by  a  conso- 
lidation of  them  into  one  fee,  proportioned  to  the  tonnage  of  tlie 
vessel,  and  therefore  called  By  that.  name.  They  complain  that 
the  foreign  tonnage  is  higher  than  the  domestic.  If  this  complairit 
had  come  from  the  English,  it  would  not  have  been  Wonderful, 
because  the  foreign  tonnage  operates  really  as  a  tax  on  their  com- 
merce, which,  under  this  jiame,  is  found  to  pay  sixteen  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  for  every  dollar  paid  by  France.  It  was  not  con- 
ceived, that  the  latter  would  have  complained  of  a  measure  cateu- 
lated  to  operate  so  unequally  on  her  rival,  and  I  still  suppose  she 
would  not  complain,  if  the  thing  were  well  understood.  The  re- 
fusing to  our  vessels  the  faculty  of  becoming  national  bottoms,  on 
sale  to  their  citizens,  was  never  •  before  done  .  by  any  nation  but 
England.  1  cannot  help  hoping  that  these  were  wanderings-  of  a 
moment,  founded  in 'misinformation,  which  refler  ..on  will  have  cor- 
rected before  you  receive  this.' 

Whenever  jealousies  are  expressed  as  to  any  supposed  views  of 
ours,  on  tlie  dominion  of  the  West  Indies,  you-  cannot  go  farther 
than  the  truth,  in  asserting  we  have  none.  If  there  be  one  prin- 
ciple more  deeply  rooted  than  any  other  in  the  mind  of  «very 
American,  it  is,  that  we  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  conquest. 
As  to  commerce,  indeed,  we  have  strong  sensations.  In  casting 
our  eyes  over  the  earth,  we  see  no  instance  of  a-  nation  forbidden^ 
as  we  are,  by  foreign  powers,  to  deal  with  neighbors,  and  obliged, 
with  them,  to  carry  into  another  hemispliere,  the  mutual  supplies 
necessary  to  relieve  mutual  wants.  This  is  not  mei'ely  a  question 
between  the  foreign  power  and  our  neighbor;  We  are  interested 
in  it  equally  with  the  latter,  and  nothing  but  moderation,  at  least 
with  respect  to  us,  can  render  us  mdifTerent  to  its  continuance. 
An  exchange  of  surplusses  and  wauls  between  neighboi*  nations,  is- 
both  a  right  and  a  duty  under  the  moral  law,  and  measures  against 
right  should  be  mollified  in  their  exercise,  if  it  be  wished  to- 
lengthen  them  to  the  greatest  term  possible.  Circumstances- 
sometimes  require,  that  rights  the  most  unquestionable  should  bo- 
advanced  with  delicacy.  It  would  seem  that  the  one  now  spoken 
of,  would  need  only  a  mention,  to  be  assented  to  by  any  unpreju- 
diced mind  :  but  with  respect  to  America,  Europeans  in  general, 
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have  been  too  long  in  the  habit  of  confounding  force  w'fh  right. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  stands  in  such  a  relation  between  the 
two  countries,  that  I  should  think  him  perfectly  capable  of  seeing 
what  is  just  as  to  both.  Perhaps  on  some  occasion  of*  free  conver- 
sation, you  might  find  an  opportunity  of  impressing  these  truths 
on  his  mind,  and  that  from  him,  they  might  be  let  out, at  a  proper 
moment  as  matters  meriting  consideration  and  weight,  when  tliey 
shaH  be  engaged  in  the  work  of  forming  a  constitution  for  our 
neighbors.  In  policy,  if  not  in  justice,  they  should  be  disposed  to 
avoid  oppressipn,  whicli,  falling  on  us  as  well  as  on  their  colonies, 
might  tempt  us  to  act  together.*  ' 

The  element  of  measure  adopted  by  the  National  Assembly 
excludes,  ipso  facto,  every  nation  on  earth  from  a  communion  of 
meiasure  with  them ;  for  they  acknowledge  themselves,  that  a  due 
portion  for  admeasurement  of  a  meridian  crossing  the  forty-fiftli 
degree  of  latitude,  and- terminating,  at  both  ends  in  the  sanie  level, 
can  be  found  in  no  country  on  earth  but  theirs.  It  would  follow 
then,  that  otlier  nations  must  trust  to  their  admeasurement,  or  send 
persons  into  their  country  to  make  it  themselves,  not  only  in  the 
first  instance,  but  whenever  afterwards  they  may  wish  to  verify 
their  measures.  Instead  of  concurring,  then,  in  a  measure,  which, 
like  the  pendulum,  may  be  found  in  every  point  of  the  forty-fifth 
degree,  and  through  both  hemispheres,  and  consequently  in  all  the 
countries  of  the  earth  lying  under  that  parallel,  either  northern  or 
southern,  th6y  adopt  one  which  can  be  found  but  in  a  single  point 
of  the  northern  parallel,  and  consequently  only  in  pne- country, 
and  that  country  is  theirs. 

I  left  with  you  a  statement  of  the-  case  of  Schweighauser  and 
Dobree,  with  the  original  vouchers  on  which  it  depends.  From 
these  you  will  have  known,  that  being  authorised  by  Congress  to 
setde  this  mattei',  I  began  by  offering  to  them  an  arbitration  before 
honest  and  judicious  men  of  a  neutral  nation.  They  declined 
this,  and  had  the  modesty  to  propose  an  arbitration  before  mer- 
chants of  their  own  town.  I  gav«  them  warning  then,  that  as  the 
offer  on  the  part  of  a  sovereign  nation  to  submit  to  a  private  arbi- 
tration was  an  unusual  condescendence,  if  they  did  not  accept  it 
then,  it  would  not  be  repeated, '  and  that  the  United  States  would 
judge  the  case  for  themselves  hereafter.  They  continued  to  de- 
cline it,  and  the  case  now  stands  thus.  The  territorial  judge  of 
France  has  undertaken  to  caU  the  United  States  to  his  jurisdiction, 
and  hfls  arrested  their  property,  in  order  to  enforce  appearance, 
and  possess  himself  of  a  matter  whereon  to  found  a  decree ;  but  no 

[••  This  paragraph  was  in  cyplior,  but  an  explication  of  it  prcsorvwl  with 
the  copy.]    ■  ,    ,  '     '  '    '  .    ,    •  ' 
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court  can  liavo  jurisdiction  over  a  sovereign  nation.  This  position 
was  agreed  to  ;  but  it  vfas  urged,  that  some  act  of  Mr.  Barclay's 
had  admitted  the  jurisdiction.  It  was  denied  that  there  had  been 
any  such  act  by  Mr.  Barclay,  and  disavowed,  if  there  Was  one, 
as  without  authority  from  the  United  States,  the  property  on  which 
the  arrest  was  made,  having  been  purchased  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  remaining  in  his,  possession  till  taken  out  of  i^  by  the  arrest. 
On  this  disavowal,  it  was  agreed  that  there  couiu  be  no  further 
contest,  and  I  received  assurance  tliat  the  property  should  be 
withdrawn  from  the  possessbn  of  the  court  by  an  evocation  of  the 
cause  before  the  King's  Council,  on  which,  without  other  proceed- 
ings, it  should  be  delivered  to  the  United  States.  *  Applications 
were  repeated  as  often  as  dignity,  o»  even  decency  would  permit ; 
but  it  was  never  done.  Thus  the  matter  rests,  and  thus  it^  is 
meant  it  should  rest.  No  answer  of  any  kind  is  to  be  given  to 
Schweighauser  and  Dobree.  If  they  think  proper  to  apply  to  their 
sovereign,  I  presume  there  will  be  a  communication  either  through 
you  or  their  representative  here,  and  we  shall  have  no  difficulty 
to  shew  the  character  of  the  treatment  we  have  experienced. 

I  will  observe  for  your  informatior^,  that  tjie  sustenance  of  our 
captives  at  Algiers  is  committed  to-  Colonel  Humphreys* 

You  will  be  so  kijid  as  to  remember,  that  your  public  account 
from.the  1st  day  of  July,  1790,  to  the  last  of  June,  1791,  inclu- 
sive, is  desired  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  lay  before  them  the  general  account  of  the  foreign  fund 
for  that  year.  .   ' 

General  Scott  has  returned  from  a  successful  expedition  against 
the  northern  Indians,  having  killed  thirty-two' warriors,  taken  fifty- 
eight  women  and  children  prisoners,  and  destroyed  three  towns 
and  villages,  with  a  great  deal  of  corn  in  grain  and  growth.  A 
similar  expedition  was  to  follow  immediately,  while  preparation  is 
making  for  measures  of  more  permanent  effect ;  so  that  we  may 
reasonably  hope  the  Indians  will  be  induced  to  accept  of  peace, 
which  is  all  we  desire. 

Our  funds  have  risen  nearly  to  par.  The  eight  millions  for  the 
bank  was  subscribed  as  fast  as  it  could  be  written,  and  that  stock 
is  now  above  par.  Our  crops  of  wheat  have  been  rather  abun- 
dant, and  of  excellent  quality.  Those  of  tobacco  are  not  very 
promising  as  yet.  The  census  is  not  yet  completed,  but  from 
what  we  hear,  we  may  expect  ourvvhole  numbers  will  be  nearer 
four  than  three  millions.  I  inclose  a  sketch  of  the  numbers  as 
far  as  we  yet  know  them. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  sincere 
friend  and  servant,  .   Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   LXX. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENl'. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  July  30, 1791. 


I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  perusal,-  a  letter  which  I 
have  prepared,  for  Mr.  Short. 

T^e  ill  huraor  into  which  the  French  colonies  are  getting^  and 
ffie*  little  dependence  on  the  troops  sent  thither,  may  prodCice  a 
hesitation  iii  the  National  Assembly  as  to^he  conditions  they  will 
impose  in  theie  constitution.  In  a  moment  of  hesitation,  snrall 
matters  may  influence  their  decision.  They  may  see  the  impolicy 
of  insisting  -on  particular  conditions,  which,  operating  as  grievances 
on  ii9  as  well  as  on  their  colonists,  -might  produce  a  concert  of  ac- 
tion. I  have  tlioughtit  would  not  be  amiss  to  trust  to  Mr.  Short  the 
sentiments  in  the  cyphered  part  of  the  letter,  leaving  him  to  go- 
vern himself  by  circumstances,  whetherlo  let  them  leak  OHt  at  ajl 
Of*  not,  and  whether  so  as  that  it  may  be  known  or  remain  un- 
known that  they  come  from  us.  A  perfect  knowledge  of  his 
judgment  and  discretion  leaves  me  entirely  satisfied,  that  they  will 
be  not  used,  or  so  used  as  events  shall  render -proper- '' But  if 
you  think  that  the  possibility  th^t  harm  may  be  done,  overweigbs 
the  chance  of  good,  I  would  expunge  them,  as,  in  cases  of  doubt; 
it  is  better  to  say  too  litde  than  too  much. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  with  tho  most  perfect  respect  and  at- 
tachment. Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson.  ' 


LETTER.    LXXL     .,  •  .      • 

TO  GENERAL  KNOX. 

•    Philadelphia,  Augtytt  10,  J79I. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  return  you  the  petition  of  Mr.  Moultrie 
on  behalf  of  the  South  Carolina  Yazoo  company.  Without  no- 
ticing that  some  of  the  l^ighest  func-tions  of  sovereignty  are  assumed 
in  the  very  papers  which  he  annexes  as  his  justification,  I  am  of 
opinion  ihat  government  should  firmly  maintain  this  ground  ;  that 
th^  Indians  have  a  right  to  the  occupation  of  their  lands,  indepen- 
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main  un- 


dent of  the  States  within  whose  chartered  lines  they  happen  to  be ; 
that  until  they  cede  them  by  treaty  or  otlier  transaction  equivalent 
to  a  treaty,  no  act  of  a  State  can  give  a  right  to  such  lands ;  that ' 
neither  under  the  present  constitution,  nor  the  antient  confedera- 
tion, had  any  State  or  person  a  right  to  treat  with  the  Indians, 
without  the  consent  of  the  General  Government ;  that  that  consent 
has  never  been  given  to  any  treaty  for  the  cession  of  the  lands  in 
question ;  that  the  government  is  determined  to  exert  all  its 
energy  for  the  patronage  and  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  In- 
dians, and  the  preservation  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  them ;  and  that  if  any  settlements  are  made  on  lands  not 
ceded  by  them,  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  United  States, 
the  government  will  think  itself  bound,  not  only  to  declare  to  the 
Indians  that  such  settlements  are  without  the  authority  or  prptoe- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  but  to  remove  them  also  by  the  public 
force.  *       ■ 

It  is  in  compliance  with  your  request,  my  Dear  Sir,  that  I  sub- 
mit these  ideas  to  you,  to  whom  it  belongs  to  give  place  to  them, 
or  such  others  as  yoyr  better  judgment  shall  prefer,  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Moultrie. 

I  have,  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  sincere 
and  respectful  estoem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  ,.       ,,.     - 

•  •'      /     -  >'..  Th:  Jefferson. 


.it*. 


liETTER     LXXll. 


The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  holior  to  inform  the  Minister  of 
France,  that  the  President  will  refceive  his  letters  of  credence  to 
day,  at  half  after  two ;  that  this  will  be  done  in  a  room  of  private 
audience,  without  any  ceremony  whatever,  or  other  person  present 
than  the  Secretary  of  State,  this  being  the  usage  which  will  be 
observed. 

As  the  Secretary  of  State  will  be  with  the  President  before  that 
hour,  on  business,  the  Minister  will  find  him  there, 

AHgnst  12,  1791.  >      .-;.  '    ^«   '•  *       T'' 


VQL.    111. 
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LETTER    LXXUl. 


TO    SYLVANUS    BOURNB. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  August  14,  1791. 


II' 

ti'l 


My  letter  of  May  tlie  13th  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours 
of  November  the  3Qth.  Since  writing  that,  1  have  received  yours  of 
April  the  29lh  and  June  the  30th,  addressed  to  myself  and  of  July 
the  14th,  to  Mr.  Remsen.  As  none •  of  these  acknov^i*  'Ige  mine 
of  May  the  .13th,  I  now  inclose  you  a  duplicate  of  it,  fearing  the 
first  has  miscarried.  In  this;  you  will  find  the  sentiments  of  our 
government  on  the  subject  of  your  recognition.  Subsequent  cir- 
cumstances have  rendered  it  an  object  still  less  proper  to  be  press- 
ed. In  the  present  divisions  of  that  country,  we  wish  to' avoid 
every  measure  which  may  excite  the  jealousy  of  any  party,  being 
sincerely  the  friends  and  well  wishers  of  alh  As  to  my  writing 
to  the  Governor,  as  pressed  in  your  letter  of  April  the  29thi  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the  usage  established  among  nations,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  done.  We  have  received  consuls  from 
France,  England,  Portugal,  Sweden,  with  no  other  ci'edential  but 
their  open  commissions ;  we  have  sent  consuls  to  most  of  the 
countries  of  Europe  with  nothing  more.  There  has  never  been 
an  instance  of  a  special  letter  deman'^led. 

Though  we  have  not  received  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  National  Assembly  of  France,  extendihg  the  repeal  of 
the  law  of  Droit  d'Aubaine,  by  name,  to  their  colonies,  yet  we 
know  it  has  been  so  extended,  and  d.oubt  not  that  a  notification 
thereof  has  been  sent  to  the  colonies,  so  as  to  relieve  us  from  that 
oppression. 

As  Congress  have  not,  as  yet,  allowed  any  emoluments  to  the 
consuls  of  the  United  States,  and  perhaps  Jiiay  not  mean  to  do  it, 
we  do  not  expect  that  any  of  those  gentlemen  will  think  them- 
selves confined  to  their  rfesidence  a  moment  beyond  their  own 
convenience.  TheSe  appointments  are  given  to  gentlemen  who 
are  satisfied  to  perfortn  their  duties,  in  consideration  of  the  respect 
and  accidental  advantages  they  may  derive  from  them.  When  the 
consideration  ceases  to  be  sufficient,  the  government  cannot  insist 
on  a  continuation  of  services,  because  this  would  found  claims 
which  it  does  not  mean, to  aulhorise.  On  these  principles,  Mr. 
Skipwith  has  lately  returned  from  Martinique  ;  on  the  same,  it  is 
my  duty  to  say,  that  however  satisfied  we  should  be  with  a  con- 
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tinuance  of  your  services  at  St.  Domingo,  we  cannot  and  do  not 
ask  them  longer  than  convenient  to  yourself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard.  Sir,  your  most  bbe- 
dient  humble  servant,      . 

!•  ,  Th;  Jefferson. 


LETTER    LXXIV. 


TO    WILLIAM    SHORT. 


Philadelphia,  August  89, 1791. 

Dear  Sir,  ,         ".  v-  ■ 

1  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  No.  67,  June  the  6th, 
No.  68,  June  the  lOth,  No.  69,  June  the  22nd,  No.  70,  June  the 
26th,  No.  7 I.June  the  29th  ;  the  three  last  by  the  British  packet. 
My  last  to  you  was  of  July  the  28th,  by  a  vessel  bound  to  Havre. 
Ihis  goes  to  the  same  port,  because  accompanied  by  newspapers. 
It  will  be  the  last  I  shall  write  you  these  two  months,  as  I  am  to 
set  out  for  Virginia  the  next  week.  I  now  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
my  letter  of  March  the  12th,  to  iMi.  Carmichael,  which  you  say 
was  not  in  that  of  the  same  date  to  you.  There  was  no  paper  to 
accompany  it  but  St.  Marie's,  which  you  say  you  received.  I 
inclose  you  also  a  copy  of  our  census,  written  in  black  ink,  so  far 
as  we  have  actual  returns,  and  supplied  by  conjecture  in  red  ink, 
where  we  have  no  returns;  but  the  conjectures  are  known  to  be 
very  near  tlie  truth.  Making  very  small  allowance  for  omissions, 
w^ich  we  know  to  have  been  very  great,  we  are  certainly  above 
four  millions,  probably  about  four  millions  one  hundred  thousand. 
There  is,  a  vessel  now  lying  at  Philadelphia,  advertising  to  re- 
ceive emigrants  to  Louisiana,  gratis^  on  account  of  the  Spanish 
government.  Be  so  good  as  to  jnention  this  to  Ml  de  Montmorin, 
who  will  be  a  judge  what  vie  must  feej  under  so  impudent' a 
transaction. 

.  You  observe,  that  if.  Drost  does,  not  come,  you  have  not  been 
authorised  to  engage  another  coiner.  If  he  does  not  come,  there 
will  probably  be  one  engaged  here.  If  he  comes,  I  should  think 
him  a  safe  hand  to  send  the  diplomatic  dye  by,  as  also  all  the 
dyes  of  our  medal,  which  may  be  used  here  for  striking  off 
what  shall  be  wanting  hereafter.  But  I  would  not  have  them 
trusted  at  sea,  but  from  April  to  October  mclusive.  Should  you 
not  send  them  by  Drost,  Havre  will  be  the  best  route.  I  h^ve 
not  spolcen  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  yet,  on  the  subject 


of  the  presses,  but  believe  you  may  safely  consider  two  presses  as 
sofficient  for  us,  and  agree  for  no  more  without  a  further  request. 

iThe  decree  of  the  National  Assembly,  relative  to  tobacco  car- 
ried in  French  or  American  ships,  is  likely  to  have  such  an  effect 
m  our  ports,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  conjecture  what  may  or 
may  not  be  done.  It  is  impossible  to  let  it  go  on  without  a  vigor- 
ous correction.  If  that  should  be  administered  on  our  part,  it  will 
produce  irritation  on  both  sides,  and  lessen  that  disposition,  which 
we  feel  cordially  to  concur  in  a  treaty,  .which  shall  melt  the  two 
nations  as  to  commercial  matters  into  one,  as  nearly  as  possible. 
It  is  extremely  desirable,  that  the  National  Assembly  should  them- 
selves correct  the  decree,  by  a  repeal  founded  on  die  expectation 
of  an  p-rangement. 

We  have,  as  yet,  no  news  of  the  event  of  our  second  expedition 
against  the  Indians. 

I  am,  With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Deaj:  Sir,  your  friend  and 

servant, 

.;    •    -  '.''     '.  Th  :  Jefferson.  ?■ 


»vt  V 
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letteH  lxxv. 
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TO    r:.    LA    MOTTE. 


Sir, 


Philadelphii,  August  30,  1791. 


t  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of  Febru- 
ary the  9th,  March  the  25tli  and  April  the -24th  ;  as  also  of  the 
several  packages  of  wine,  carriages,  &c.  which  came  safe  to  hapd, 
and  for  your  care  of  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  am  sensible  of  the  difficulties  to  which  our  consuls  are  expos- 
ed by  tiie  applications  of  sailors,  calling  themselves  Americans. 
Though  the  difference  of  dialect  between  tile  Irish  and  Scotch, 
and  the  Americans,  is  sensible  to  the  ear  of  a  native,  it  is  not  to 
that  of  a  foreigner,  however  well  he  understands  the  language  j 
and  between  the  American  and  Ehglish,  (unless  of  particular  pro- 
vinces) there  is .  no  difference  sensible  even  to  a  native.  Among 
hundreds  of  applications  to  me,"  at  Paris,  nine  tenths  were  Irish, 
iSrhom  I  readily  discovered.  The  residue,  I  think,  were  Ertglish : 
and  I  believe  not  a  single  instance  of  a  Scotchnian  or  American. 
The  sobriety  and  Order  of  the  itwo  last,  preserve  them  from  want. 
You  will  find  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  be  extremely  on  your 
guard  against  these  applications.      The  bill  of  expenses  for  Huls 
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is  inu(;h  beyond  those  aids  which  I  should  think  myself  authorised 
to  have  adranced  habitually,  until  the  law  shair  make  express 
provision  for  that  purpose.  I  must,  therefore,  recommend  to  you, 
to  hazard  only  small  sums  in  future,  until  .our  legislature  shall  lay 
down  more  precise  i-ules  for  my  government. 

The  difference  of  duty  on  tobacco  carried  to  France  in  French 
and  American  bottoms,  has  exerted  great  uneasiness.  We  pre- 
suTife  the  National  Assembly  must  have  been  hurried  into  the  mea- 
sure, without  being  allowed  time  to  reflect  on  its  consequences. 
A  moment's  consideration  must  convince  any  body,  that  no  nation 
qpon  earth  ever  submitted  to  so  enormous  an  assault  on  the  trans- 
portation of  their  own  produce.  Retaliation,  to  be  equal,  will 
have  the  air  of  extreme  severity  and  hostility.  Such  would  be 
an  additional  tonnage  of  twelve  jivres  ten  sous*  the  ton  "bur- 
then, on  all  French  ships  entering  our  ports.  Yet  this  would  but 
e^iactly  balance  an  ndditiohal  duty  of  six  livres  five  sous  the 
hogshead  of  tobacco,  brought  in  American  ships  entering  m  the 
ports  of  France.  I  hope,  either  tliat  the  National  Assembly  will 
repeal  the  measure,  or  the  proposed  treaty  be  so  hastened,  as  to 
get  this  matter  out  of  the  way  before  it  shall  be  necessary  for  tho 
ensuing  legislature  to  act  on  it.  Their  measure,-  and  our  retalia- 
tion on  it,  which  is  unavoidable,  wiU  very  illy  prepare  tlie  minds  of 
both  parties  for  a  liberal  treaty.  My  confidence  in  the  friendly 
dispositions  of  the  National  Assembly-,  and  in  the  sincerity  of  what 
they  have  expressed  on  the  subject,  induce  me  to  impute  it  to 
surprise  altogether,  and  to  hope  it  will  be  repealed  before  time 
shall  be  given  to  take  it  up  here. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteeirt,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

'  Th:  Jhfferson. 


-:^ 


LETTER     LXXVl. 


TO    GOUVERNEUR    MORRIS.  ■  '     , 

■     '■        ■';■•'       PhilaUpIpbiu,  Auguat  30,  1791. 


^«    •  Dear  Sir,  •     "^  . 

My  letter  of  July  the  26tli  •  covered  my  first  of  exchan^^e  for  A 
tliousand  dollars,  and  though  diat  went  by  so  sure  an  opportunity 
as  to  leave  little  doubt  of  its  receipt,  yet,  for  greater  security,  I  in- 
close a  second. 

The  tranquillity  of  our  country  leavcb  us  nothing  to  relate, 
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which  may  interest  a  mind  surrounded  by  such  buoyant  scenes  as 
yours.  No  matter  ;  I  will  still  tell  you  the  charming  though 
homespun  news,  that  our  crops  of  wheat  have  been  abundant  and 
of  snperior  quality;  that  very  great  though  partial  drought  has 
destroyed  the  crops  of  bay  to  the  north,  and  corn  to  the  south  ; 
that  the  late,  rains  may  recover  the  tobacco  to  a  middling  crop,  and 
that  the  fields  of  rice  are  promising. 

I  informed  you  in  my  last,  of  the  success  of  our  first  expedition 
against  the  Indians.  A  .second  has  gone  against  thera,  the  result 
of  which  is  not  yet  known.  Our  public  credit  is  good,  but  the 
abundance  of  paper  has  produced  a  spirit  of  gambling  in  the  funds, 
which  has  laid  up  our  ships  at  the  wharves,  as  too  slow  instru- 
ments of  profit,  and  has  even  disarmed  the  hand  of  the  tailor  of 
his  needle  and.  thimble.  They  say  the  evil  will  cure  itself.  1 
wish  it  may  ;  but  I  have  rarely  seen  a  gamesier  cured,  eyen  by 
the  disasters  of  his  vocation.  Some  pew  indications  of  the  ideas 
with  which  the  Britisli  cabinet  are  coming  into  treaty,  confirm 
your  opinions,  which  I  knew  to  be  right,  but  the  Anglomany  of 
some  would  nor  permit  them  to  acpede  to. 

Adieu,  my  Deaf  Sir.     Your  afTectiouate  humble  servant, 
.     .         ,  .  Th:  Jefferson. 


,    V 


LETTER     LXXVII. 


TO  MONSIEUR  DE  TERNANT,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  September  1,  1791. 


I  have  communicated  to  the  President  w^hat  passed  between 
us  the  other  day,  on  the  subject  of  the  paymeints  made  to  France 
by  the  United  States  in  the  assignats  of  that  country,  since 
they  have  lost  theu*  par  with  gold  and  silver ;  and  after  confer- 
ences, by  his  instruction,  with  the  Secretary  of  the .  Treasury,  1 
am  authorised  to  assure  you,  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  have  no  idea  of  paying  their  debt  in  a  depreciated  medium, 
and  tjiat  in  the  final  liquidation  of  the  payments  which  shall  have 
been  made,  due  regard  will  be  had  to  an  equitable  allowance  for 
the  circumstajice  of  depreciation.    .       . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  es- 
teem and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

•  Th:  Jefferson. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     L  X  X  V  I  1 1 
.  *      TO    T.     NEWTON.  \ 

*.     .».„K  ••       •    .  Georgetown,  September  8, 1791 

Dear  Sir, 

I  was  in  the  moment  of  my  departure  from  Philadelphia,  for 
Virginia,  When  I  received  your  favor,  inquiring  how  far  the  law  of 
nations  is  to  govern  in  proceedings  respecting  foreign  consuls. 

The  law  of  nations  does  not  of  itself  (^xtend  to  consuls  at  all. 
They  are  not  of  the  diplomatic  class  of  characters-,  to  "hich  alone 
that  law  extends  of  right.  Convention,  indeed,  may  give  if  to 
them,  and  sometimes  has  done  so ;  but  in  that  case,  the  conven- 
tion qan  be  produced.  In  ours  with  France,  it  is  expressly  de- 
clared •  that  consuls  shall  not  have  the  privileges  of  that  law,  and 
we  have  no  convention  with  any  other  nation. 

Congress  have  had  before  them  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  consuls, 
but  have  not  as  yet  passed  it.  Their  code  then  furnishes  no  law 
to  govern  these  eases. 

Consequendy,  they  are  to  be  decided  by  the  State  laws  alone. 
Some  of  these,  I  know,  have  given  certain  privileges  to  consuls ; 
and- 1  think  those  of  Virginia'  did  at  one  time.  Of  the  extent  and 
continuance  of  those  laws,  you  are  a  better  judge  than  1  am. 

Independently  of  law,  consuls  are  to  be  •  considered  as  distin- 
guished foreigners,*  dignified  by  a  commission  from  their  sovereign, 
and  specially  recommended  by  him  to  the  respect  of  the  nation 
with  whom  they  reside.  They  are  subject  to  the  laws*"  of  the 
land,  indeed,  precisely  as  other  foreigners  are,  a  convention,  where 
there  is  one,  making  a  part  of  the  laws  of  the  land ;  but  if  at  any 
time,  their  conduct  should  render  it  necessary  to  assert  the  au- 
thority of  the  laws  over  them,  the  rigour  of  those  laws  should  be 
tempered  by  our  respect  for  their  sovereign,  as  far  as  the  case  will 
admit.  This  moderate  and  respectful  treatment  tov/ards.  foreign 
consuls,  it  is  my  duty  to  recommend  and  press  on  ou*  citizens, 
because  I  ask  it  for  their  good  towards  our  own  consuls,  from  the 
people  with  whom  they  reside. 

In  what  I  have  said,  I  beg  leave  to  be  understood  as  laying 
down  general  principles  only,  and  not  as  applying  them  toahe 
facts  which  may  hgive  arisen.  Before  such  applicatbn,  those  facts 
should  be  heard  frongi  all  whom  they  interest.  You,  who  have  so 
heard  them,  will  be  able-to  make  the  application  yourself,  and  that, 
not  only  in  the  present,  but  ir\  future  cases. 

I  tiave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,        ;      *  /.      jv,,  v,  ,       ,  •    ^^        ?* 

Th  :  Jefferson. 
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LETTfiR    LXXIX. 


Mr.  Jefferson  has  the  honor  of  presenting  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Hammond,  of  expressing  his  regrets  that  he  happened  to  be 
from  home  when  Mr.  Hammond  did  him  the  honor  of  calling  on 
him,  and  was  equally  unlucky  ki  not  finding « him  at  home  when 
he  waited  on  him  on  Monday.  Being  informed  by  Mr.  Bond, 
that  Mr.  Hammond  is  charged  with  a  public  mission  to  the  govem- 
raept  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  which  some  previous  ex- 
planations might  be  proper,  Mr.  Jeffersorl  has  the  honor  to  assure 
Mr.  Hammond,  he  shall  be  ready  to  receive  any  communications 
and  enter  into  explanations,  either  formally  or  informally,  as  Mr. 
Hammond  shall  choose,  and  at  any  time  suitable  to  him.  He  re- 
collects with  pleasure  his  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hammond  in 
Paris,  and  shall  be  happy  in  every  opportunity  of  renderiug^  him 
such  offices  and  attentions  as  may  be  acceptable  to  him.  ,  .  ' 
October  86,  1791.  '     •    ., 


LETTER    LXXX. 


TO  William  carmichael. 


Sm,. 


Philadelphia,  November  6, 1791 . 


-  'My  last  letter  to  you  was  of  the  24th  of  August.  A  gentleman 
2;oing  from  hence  to  Cadiz  will  be  the  bearer  of  tliis,  and  of  the 
iwwspapers  to  the  present  date,  and  will  take  cjire  that  the  letter 
Ire  got  safe  to  you,  if  the  papers  cannot.  .  ;'  *  v  >  -  "j-r  . 
'  Mr.  Mangnal,  at  length  tired  out  with  his  useless  solicitations 
at  this  office,  to  obtain  redress  from  tlie  court  of- Spain  for  the  loss 
of  the  Dover  Cutter,  has  laid  the  matter  before  Congress,  and 
the  Senate  have  desired  iite  to  report  thereon  to  them.  I  am 
very  sorry  to  know  nothing  more  of  the  subject,  than  that  letter 
after  letter  has  been  written  to  you  thereon^  and  that  the  office  is 
in  possession  of  nothing  more  than  acknowledgments  of  your  re- 
ceipt of  some  of  them,  so  long  ago  as  August,  1786,  and  still  to 
isid,  that  your  letter  of  January  the'24lh,  1791,  is  the  only  one 
received  ol' later  date  than .  May  the  Oth-,  1789.  You  certainly 
will  not  wonder,  if  the  receipt  of  but  one  letter  in  two  years  and 
an  half,  inspires  a  considerable  degree  of  impatience.  I  have 
learned  through  a  circuilous  channel,  that  tl)e  court  of  Madrid  is 
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)pened  to  be 
)f  calling  on 
home  when 
■  Mr.  Bond, 
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at  length  disposed  to  yield  our  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi. 
I  sincerely  wish  it  may  be  jlhe  case,  and  that  this  act  of  justice 
may  be  made  known,  before  the  delay  of  it  produces  my  thmg 
intemperate  from  our  western  inhabitants. 

Congress  is  now  in  session.  You  will  see  in  the  paper  herewith 
sent,  the  several  weighty  matters  laid  before  thqm  in  the  Presi- 
dent's speech.  The  session  will  probably  Continue  through  the 
winter.  1  shall  sincerely  rejoice  to  receive  from  you,  not  only  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reasons  why  we  receive  no  letters, 
but  grounds  to  hope  that  it  will  be  otherwise  in  future. 

Thave  the  honor  to  be,  with  -gi-eat  esteem,  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  # 

-  '   /       r    »  V-  Th:  Jefferson. 
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'      LETTER    LXXXI...- 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT. 


>er6, 1791. 

■J 
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Sir, 


November  6,  172(1, 


I  have  the  hpnor  to  inclose  you  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  Go- 
vernor Pinckney,  and  to  observe,  that  I  suppose  it  to  he  proper 
that  there  should,  on  fit  occasions,  be  a  direct  correspondence  be- 
tween the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Governors  of 
the  States ;  and  that  it.  will  probably  be  grateful  to  them  to  re- 
ceive from  the,  Presidferttj  answer^.to  the  letters  they  address  to 
him.  The  correspoadence  with  w^  on  ordinary  business,  may 
still  be  kept  up  by  the^.^eretary  wii^e,  in  his  own  name. 
-  .  I  inclose  also  a  jett^'JQ  Major  Pmcl^iey,  with  a  blank  to  be  fill- 
ed up,  when  you  shali^|fijy:e  made,  up  jtotor  mind  on  it.  I  have 
conferred  with  Mr.  JVJf;*^.  the  idea  of  tke  cJ^iqimissioners  of  the 
•federal  town. proceeding  ^b  make  private  sales  of  the  lots,  and  he 
thinks  it  advisable,  j  cannot  but  repeat,  that  if  the  surveyors  will 
begin  on- tlie.  river,  Ikying  off  the  lots- from  Rock  Creek  to  the 
Eastern  Branch,.and  go  on,  abreast,  in  that  way,  from  the  river 
towards  the  back,  part  of  the  town,  they  may  pass  thu  avenue  from 
the  President's 'house  to  the  capitol,  before  the  spring;  and  as 
soon  as  tl^ey  shall  have  passed  it,  a  publia  sale  may  take  place, 
without.  inJMetipp  to  either  the  Georgetown  or  Carroisburg  inte- 
rest.   Will  not  the  present  afford  you  a  proper  occasion  of  assur- 
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ing  the  commissipners,  that  you  leave   every  .  thing   respecting 
L'Enfant  to  them  ? 

L  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  sincere  respect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,   • 

Th  :  Jefferson. 


"i» 


LETTER    LXXXII. 


TO    MAJOR    THOMAS    FINCKNEY. 


I  I 


Sir, 


•  Philadelphia,  November  "G,  1791. 


The  mission  of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Lon- 
don beir^sj  now  to  take  place,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  desirous  of  availing  the  public  of  your  sei'vices  in  that  office.  I 
have  it  in  charge,  therefore,  frOm  him,  to  ask  whether  it  will  be 
agreeable  that  he  should  nominate  you  for  that  purpose  to  the 
Senate.  We  know  that  higher  motives  will  alone  influence  your 
mind  in  the  acceptance  of  this- charge*  Yet  it  is  proper,  at  the 
same  time,  to  inform  you,  ihat  as  a  provision  for  your  expenses  in 
the  exercise  of  it,  an  outfit  of  nine  thousand  dollars  is  allowed, 
and  an  annual  salary  to  the  same  amount,  payable  quarterly.  On 
receiving  your  permission,  the  necessary  orders  for  these  sums, 
together  with  your  credentials,  shall  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  it 
would  be  expected  that  you  should  proceed  on  the  mission  as 
soon  as  you  can  have  made  those  arrangements  for  your  private 
affairS}  w'licb  such  an  absence  may  render  indispensable.  ^  Let  me 
only  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  give  me  an  immediate  answer,  and 
by  duplicate,  by  sea  and  post,  that  we  may  have  the  benefit  of  botli 
chances  for  receiving  it  as  early  as  possible.  Though  I.  have  not 
the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  you,  yet  I  beg  you  to 
be  assured,  that  I  feel  all  that  anxiety  for  your  entrance  on  this 
important  mission,  which  a  thorough  conviction  of  your  fitness  for 
it  cxin  inspire ;  and  that  in  its  relations  with  my  office,  I  shall  al- 
ways endeavor  to  render  it  as  .  greeable  to  you  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Vvitli. sentiments  of  the  .highest  re.- pect 
and  esteem.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

..       »       '..  "       '.  Th:  Jefferson.  ' 
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LETTER    LXXXIII, 


TO    Tfl;E    PKESIDENT. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  November  7, 1791. 


1  have  duly  considered  the  letter  you  were  pleased  to  refer  to 
me,  oF  the  .18th  of  August,  from  his  Excellency  Governor  Pinck- 
n6y  to  yourself,  together  with  the  draught  of  one  proposed  to  be 
written  by  him  to  the  Governor  of  Florida,  claiming  the  re-delivery 
of  certain  fugitives  from  justice,  who  have  been  received  in  that 
country.  The  inconveniences  of  such  a  receptacle  for  debtors 
and  malefactors  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  southern  States,  are 
obvious  and  great,  and  I  wish  the  remedy  were  as  certaui  and 
short  as  the  latter  seems  to  suppose. 

The  delivery  of  fugitives  from  one  country  to  another,  as  prac- 
tised by  several  nations,  is  in  consequence-  of  conventions  setded 
between  them,  defining  precisely  the  cases  wherein  such  deliveries 
shall  take  place.  I  know  that  such  conventions  exist  between 
France  and  Spain,  France  and  Sardinia,  France  and  Germany, 
France  and  the  United  Netherlands ;  between  the  several  sove- 
reigns constituting  the  Germanic  body,  and,  I  believe,  very  gene- 
rally between  co-telrninous  States  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 
England  has  no  such  convention  with  any  nation,  and  their  laws 
have  given  no  power  to  their  executive  to  surrender  fugitives  of 
any  description ;  th6y  are,  accordingly,  constantly  refused,  and 
hence  England  has  been  the  asylum  of  the  Paolis,  the  La  Mottes, 
the  Calonnes,  in  short,  of  the  most  atrocious  ofFeflders  as  well  as 
die  most  innocent  victims,  who  have  been  able  to  get  there. 

The  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  like  those  of  England,  receive 
every  fugitive,  and  no  authority  has-been  given  to  our  executives 
to  deliver  them  up.  In  the  case  of  Longchamp,  a  subject  of 
France,  a  formal  .demand  was  made  by  the  minister  of .  France, 
arid  was  refused.  He  had,  indeed,  committed  an  oifence  withiii 
the  United  States ;  but  he  was  not  demanded  as  a  criminal  but  as 
a  subject. 

.  The  French  government  has  shewn  great  anxiety  to  have  such 
a  convention  with  the  United  States,  as  might  authorise  them  to 
demand  their  subjects  coming  herfe  :"  they  got  a  clause  in  the  con- 
sular convention  signed  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  giving  their  consuls  a  right  to  take. and  send  back  captains 
of  vessels,  mariners  and  passengers.  Congress  saw  the  extent 
of  the  word  pas9€ngersi  and  refused  to  ratify  the  convention  ;  a 
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new  one  was  therefore  formed,  omitting  that  word.  •  In  fact,  how- 
ever desirable  it  be  that  tiie  perpetrators  of  crimes,  acknowledged 
to  be  such  by  all  mankind,  should  be  delivered  up  to  punishment, 
yet  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  .  draw  the  line  between  those,  and 
acts  rendered  criminal  ty  tyrannical  laws  only :  hence  the  first 
step  always,  is  a  convention  defining  thp  cases  where  a  surrender 
shall  take  place. 

If,  then,  the  United  States  could  not  deliver  up  to  Governor 
Quesada,  a  fugitive  from  the  laws  of  his  .country,  we  cannot  claim 
as  a  right  the  delivery  of  fugitives  from,  os  ;  and  it  is  -worthy  con- 
sideration, whether  the  demand  proposed  to  be  made  in  Governor 
Pinckney's  letter,  should  it  be  complied  with  by  the  other  party, 
might  not  commit  us  disagreeably,  perhaps  dishonorably,  in  event; 
for  I  dp  not  think  we  can  take  for  granted,  that  the  legislature  of 
the  tJnited  States  will  establish  a  convention  for  the  mutual  deli- 
very of  fugitives ;  and  without  a  reasonable  certainty  that  they  will, 
I  think  we  ought  not  to  give  Governor  Quesada  any  grounds-  to 
expect,  that  in  a  similar  case,  we  would  re-deliver  fugitives  from 
his  government.  .    •  ."     .  i  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  profound  respect  ajid  at- 
tachment. Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    LXXXIV 


^  "    .  TO    WILLIAM    SHORT.  i  ' 

'  ,  Philadelphia,  November  24,  1791. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  of  August  the  29th,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Nos.  67,  68,  69,  70,  71,  and  informing  you  I  was 
about  setting  out  to  Virginia,  and  should  not  again. write  to  you 
till,  my  return.  Only  one  vessel  has  sailed  from  hence  to  Havre 
since  my  return,  and  mynotice  of  her  departure  was  so  short,  that  I 
could  not  avail  myself  of  it.  Your  Nos.  72,  73,  74,  75,  78,  came 
here  during  my  absence,,  and  79,  80,  were  received  October  the 
26th.     The  N6s.  76  and  77  seem  to  be  missing. 

You  mention  that  Drost  wishes  the  devices  of  our  money  to  be 
sent  to  him,  that  he  may  engrave  them  there.  This  cannot  be 
done,  because  not  yet  decided  on.  The  devices  will  be  fi5j;ed.by 
the  law  which  shall  establish  the  mint*  M.  de  Ternant  tells  me 
he  has  no  instructions  to  propose  to  lie  the  negotiation  of  a  com- 
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mercial  treaty,  and  that  he  does  not  expect  any.  I  wish  it  were 
possible  to  draw  that  negotiation  to  this  place.  In  your  letter  of 
July  the  24th,  is  the  following  paragraph.  '  It  is  published  in  the 
English  newspapers,  that  war  is  inevitable  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  and  ihat  preparations  are  making  for  it  on  hoth  sides. 
M.  de  Montmorin  asked  me  how  the  business  stood  at  present, 
and  seemed  somewhat  surprised  at  my  telling  him,  that  I  knew 
nothing  later  than  what  1  had  formerly  mentioned. to  him..  I  have, 
in  more  than  one  instance,  experienced  the  inconvenience  of 
being  williout  information.  In  this,  it  is  disagreeable,  as  it  may 
have  the  appearance  with  M.  de  Montmorin,  of  my  having  some- 
thing to  conceal  ft-om  him,  which  not  being  the  case,  it  would  be 
wrong  that  hp  should  be  allowed  to  take  up  such  an  idea.  I  ob- 
served, that  I  di^  not  suppose  tliere  was  any  new  circuir.L.cince, 
as  yqu  had  not  informed  me  of  it.'  Your  observation  was  cer- 
tainly just.  It  would  be  an  Augean  task  for  me  to  go  through  the 
London  newspapers,  and  formally  contradict  all  their  lies,  even 
those  relating  to  America.  On  our  side,  thore  have  been  certainly 
po  preparations  for  war  against  Sp?in ;  ror  have  1  heard  of  any 
on  tlieir  part,  but  in  the  London  newspapers.  As  to  the  progress 
of  the  negotiation,  I  know  nothing  of  it  but  from  you ;  having 
never  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carmichael  on  llie  subject.  Our 
best  newspapers  are  sent  you  from  my  office  with  scrupulous  ex- 
actness, by. every  vessel  sailing  to  Havre  or  any  other  convenient 
port  of  France.  On  these  I  rely  for  gi\  .ug  you  information  of  all 
th«?  facts  possessed  by  the  public  ;  and  as  to  tliose  not  possessed 
by  them,  I  think  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  of  my 
leaving  you  uninformed  of  any  of  them  which  related  to  the  mat- 
ters under  your  charge.  In  Freneau's  paper  of  the  21st  instant, 
you  will  see  a  small  essay  on  population  and  emigration,  which  I 
thitik  it  would  be, well  if  the  news  writers  of  Paris  would  translate 
and  insert  in  their  papers.  The  sentiments  are  too  just  not  to 
make  impression.  •  .      .  . ,   , 

Some  proceedings  of  the  assembly  of  St.  Domingo  have  Ifjtely 
taken  plaoe,  which  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  you  exactly, 
that  you  may  be  dble  ^O' do  the  same  to  M.  de  Montmorin.  When, 
the  insurrection  of  tliPir  negroes  assumed  a  very  threatening  ap- 
pearance, the  Assembly  sent  a  deputy  here  tw  ask  assistance  of 
mil't-ary  stores  and  provisions.  He  addressed  himself  to  M.  de 
Ternant,  who  ("the  President  being  then  in  Virginia,  as  I  was  also) 
applied  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  and  War.  They  fur- 
nished one  thousand  stand  of  arms,  otiier  military  stores,  and  j)lac- 
ed  forty  tiiousand  dollars  in  the  treasury,  subject  to  the  order  ol 
M.  de  Ternant,  to  be  laid  out  in  provisions,  or  otherwise,  us 


.  1 


) 


•  .  >  ;^*^  •..;, 


184 


he  should  think  best.  He  sent  the  arms  and  other  nMiitaiy 
stores ;  but  the  want  of  provisions  did  not  seem  so  instantaneous 
as  to  render  it  necessar}',  in  his  opinion,  to  send  atiy  at  that  time. 
Before. the  vessel" arrived  in  St.  Domingo,  the  Assembly,  further 
urged  by  the  appearance  of  danger,  sent  two  deputies  more,  with 
larger  demands  ;•  viz.  eight  thousand  fusils  and  bayonets,  two 
thousand  mousquators,  three  thousand  pigiols,  three  thousand  sa- 
bres, twenty-four  thousand  barrels  of-fiour,  four  hundred  thousand 
livres  worth  of  Indian  meal,  rice,  peds  and  hay;  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  plank,  &,c.  to  repair  the  buildings  destroyed.  ■  They  applied 
to  M.  de  Ternant,  and  then  with  his  consent  to  me  ;  he  and  J 
having  previously  had  a  conversation  on  the  subject.  They  pro- 
posed to  me,  first,  that  we  should  supply  those  Wapts  from  the 
money  we  owed  France  ;  or  secondly,  iiom  the  Uills  of  exchange 
which  they  were  authorised  to  draw  on  a  particular  lund  in  France ; 
or  thirdly,  that  we  would  guaranty  tlieii  bills,  in  which  case  they 
could  dispose  of  them  to  merchants,  arid  buy  the  necessaries  them- 
selves. I  convinced  them  tht  two  latter  alternatives  were  beyond 
the  powers  of  the  executive,  and  the  first  could  only  be  done  widi 
the  consent  of  the  minister  of  France.  In  the  course  of  our  con- 
versation, I  expressed  to  them  our  sincere  attachment  to  France 
and  all  its  dominions,  and  most  especially  to  them  who  were  our 
neighbors,  and  whose  interests  had  some  common  points  of  union 
with  ours,  in  matters  of  commerce  ;  that  we  wished,  therefore,  to 
render  them  every  service  they  needed,  but  that  we  could  not  do 
it  in  any  way  disagreeable  to  France ;  that  they  must  be  sen- 
sible, that  M.  de  Ternant  might  apprehend  that  jealousy  would  be 
excited  by  their  addressing  themselves  directly  to  foreign  powers, 
and  therefore,  diat  a  concert  widi  him  iri  their  applications  to  us, 
was  essential.  The  sul^ect  of  vindependence  and  their  views  to- 
wards it  having  been  stated  in  die  public  papers,  this  led  our  con- 
versation to  it ;  and  I  must  say,  they  appeared  as  far  from  tliese 
views  as  any  persons  on  earth;  I  expressed'  to  them,  freely,  my 
opinion  that  such  an  object  was  neither  desirable  on  their  part, 
nor  attainable  ;  that  a's  to  ourselves,  there  was  one  case  which 
.would  be  peculiarly  alarming  to  us,  to  wit,  were  there  a  danger  of 
their  falling  under  any  other  power  ;  that  we  conceived  it  to  be 
strongly  our  interests,  that  they  should  retain  their  connection  widi 
the  mother  country  :  that  we  had  a  common  interest  with  them, 
in  furnishing  them  the"  necessaries  of  life  in  exchange  for  sugar 
and  coffee  for  our  own  consumption,  hut  that  I  thought  we  might 
rely  on  the  justice  of  the  moUier  country  towards  diera,  for  their 
obtainiQg  this  privilege  :  and  on  Uic  whole,  let  Uienl^ee  that-nothihg 
was  to  be  done,  but  widi  die  consent  of  the  minister  of  France. 
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I  atn  convinced  myself,  that  their  views  aud  their  application  to 
us  are  perfectly  innocent ;  however,  M.  de  Ternant,  and  still  more, 
M.  deia  Forest  are  jealous.  The  deputies,  on  the  other  hand, 
think  that  M.  de  Ternant  is  not  sensible  enough  of  their  wants. 
They  delivered  me  sealed  letters  to  the  President  and  to  Con- 
gress. That  to  the  President  Contained  only  a  picture  of  their 
distresses,  and  application  for  relief.  That  to  Congress,  I  know 
no  otherwise  than  through  the  public  papers.  The  Senate  read  it, 
and  sent  it  to  the  Representatives,  who  read  it,  and  have  taken  no 
other  notice  of  it.  The  line  of  condnct  I  pursue,  is,  to  persuade 
these  gentlemen  to'  be  contented  with  such  moderate  supplies, 
from  finfie  to  time,  as  will  keep  them  from  real  distress,  and  to 
wait  with  patience  for  what  would  be  a  surplus,  till  M.  de  Ternant 
can  receive  instructions  from  France,  which  he  has  reason  to  ex- 
pect within  a  few  weoks  ;  and  •  I  encourage  the  latter  gentleman 
even  to  go  beyotid  their  absolute  wants  of  the  moment,  so  far  as 
to  keep  them  in  good  humor.  He. is  accordingly  proposing  to  lay 
out  ten  thousand  dollars  for  them,  for  the  present.  It  would  be 
rijliculous  in  the  present  case,  to  talk  about  forms.  There  are 
situations  when  form  must  be  dispensed  with.  A  man  attacked 
by  assassins  will  call  /or  help  to  those  nearest  him,  apd  will  not 
think  himself  bound  to  silence  till  a  magistrate  may  come  to  his' 
aid.  It  would  be  unwise  in  the  highest  degree,  that  the 'colonists 
should  be  disgusted  with  either  France  or  us  ;  for  it  might  tlien 
be  made  to  depetid  on  the  moderation  of  another  power,  whether 
what  appears  a  chimera  might  not  become  a  reality.  I  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  go  thus-fully  into  this  transaction,  and  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  sentiments  I  have  expressed  to  them,  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  place  our  proceedings  in  their  true  light. 

Our  Indian  expeditions,  have  proved  successful.  As  yet,  how-* 
ever,  they  have  not  led  to  peace.  Mr.Hamntflhd  has  lately  ar- 
rived here,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of  London, 
and  we  propose  to  name  one  to  that  court  in  return.  Congress 
^vill  probably  establish  the  ratio  of  representation  by  a  bill  now  be- 
fore them,  at  one  rep'resdntative  for  every  thirty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. Besides  the  newspapers,  as  usual,  you  will  receive  here- 
with the  census  lately  taken,  by  towns  and  counties  as  well  aS  by 
States. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant,  '    *  •  »* 
.    %               •                             •    .    Thi  Jefferson. 


t. 
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LETTER     LXXXV. 


TO    THE   ATTORNEY    GENERAL. 


,        .  *     '       Philadelphia,  December  5,  1791. 

Dear  Sir,         .  t  '  ' 

The  inclosed  memorial  from  the  British  minister,  on  the  case 
of  Thomas  Pagan,  containing  a  complaint  of  injustice  in  the  dis- 
pensations of  law  by  the  courts  of  M&ssachusetts,  to  a  British 
subject,  the  President  approves  of  my  referring  it  to  you,  to  re- 
port theceon  your  opinion  of  the  proceedings,  and  whether  any 
thing,  and  what,  can  or  ought  to  be  done  by  the  goveranieDt  in 
consequence  thereof. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant,'  '.    ■ 

..,      ...  '•  •■       Th:  Jefferson. 


V  *. 


II 


■  15' . 


*? 


-  . .  .    •     (The  Memorial  of  the  British  minister.]  »',    : 

• 

The  undersigned,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  Plenipotentia- 
ry \o  the  United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  of  laying  before 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  following  brief .  abstract  of  the  case 
of  Thomas  Pagan,  a  subject  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  now  con- 
fined in  the  prison  of  Boston,  under  an  execution  issued  against 
him  out  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  of  -Massachusetts  Bay.  To 
this  abstract,  the  undersigned  has  taken  the  liberty  of  iinnexing 
.some  observations,  which  naturally  arise  out  of  the  statement  ot 
the  transaction,  rfhd  which  may  perhaps  tend  to  throw  some  small 
degree  of  light  on  the  general  merits  of  the  case,    • 

In  the  late  war,  Thomas  Pagan  was  agent  for,  aiid  part  owner 
of  a  privateer  called  the  Industry,  which,  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1783,  off  Cape  Ann,  captured  a  brigantine  called  the  Thomas, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stephen  Hooper,  of  Newport.  The  brigantine 
and  cargo  were  libelled  in  the  court  of  vice  admiralty  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  that  court  ordered  the  prize  to  be  restored.  An  ap- 
peal was  .however  moved  for  by  the  captors,  and  regularly  prose- 
cuted in  England  before  the  Lords  of  Appeals  for  prize  causes, 
who,  in  February,  1790,  reversed  the  decree  of  the  vice  admi- 
ralty court  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  condemned  the  brigantine  and 
cargo  as  good  and  lawful  prize. 

In  December,    1 788,  a  judgment  was  obtained  by  Stephen 
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now  con- 


Hooper  in  llie  coOrt  of  common  pleas  for  the.  coiMity  of  Essex, 
in  Massacluisefls,  qgainsi  TJiomas  Pag;m  for  three  thousand  five 
hu.idred   pounds  lawful  inoney,    fol*   money  liad  and    received 
to  the  plaintiff's  use.     An  appieal  was  brought  thiereon  in  May, 
1789,  to.  the  supreme  judicial  court  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Mjissdchgsetts,-  held  at  Ipswich,  for  the  county  6f  Essex,  and  on 
the  IGih  of  June;  1789,  a  verdict  was  found  -for  Mr*  Hooper,  arid 
damages  were  fi*^sessed-  at  thrise  tifonsand  and  nine  pounds  two 
shillings  and  ten  pence,  which  si.ni  is  "for  the  vessel  called' the 
brigantine  Thomas,  ber  cargo  and  every  article  found  on  board.' 
After  this  verdict,  and  before  entering  the  judgment,.  Mr.  Pagan 
moved  for  a  new  trial,  suggesting  that  the  verdict  was  against  lAvv; 
because  the  merits  of  the  case  originated  in  a  question,  whether  a 
certain,  brigantine  called  the  Thomas,  with  her  cargo,  taken  bn  the 
high  seas  by  a  private  ship  of  war  called  the  Industry,  was  pri^.e 
or  no  prize,  and  that  the  court  had  no  auUiority  to  giVe  judgment 
in  a  cause,  where  the  point  of  a  resulting  or  implied  promise  arose  • 
upon  a  ({uestion  of  this  sort.     The  supreme  judicial  coiitt  reffised 
this  motion  for  a  ne<v  trial,,  because  it  appeared  to  the  court,  that 
in  order  to  a  legal  decision  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire  whether 
this  prize  and  her  cargo  were  prize  or  no  prize,  and  because  the 
case  did  not,  in  their  opinion,  involve,  a  question  relative  to  any 
matter  or  thing  liecessafily  consequent  upon  the  capture  thereof : 
it  was  therefore  odnsidered  by  the  court,  that  Hooper  should  re- 
ceive of  Pagan  three  thousand  and  nine  pounds  two   shiflings 
and  ten  pence,  lawful  money,  damages;  and  taxed  costs,  sixteen 
pounds  two  shillings  and  ten  pence.     From  this  judgmient,  Pagan 
claimed' an  appeal   to  thfe- supreme  judicial  court  of  the  Unile*d 
States  of  America,  for  these  reasons;  that  the  judgment  was  given 
in  an  action  brought  by  Hooper,  who  is,  and  at  the  time  of  coni- 
mcncing  the  action  was,  a  citizen  6\'  the  commohvyeahh  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, one  of  the  United  States,  against  Pagoh,  who  at  the 
time  when  the  actton  was  eommenced,  was  and   ever  since  has 
been  a  subject  of-  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  residing  in  and  ini 
habiting  hrs  province  .of  New  Bruns.wick.     This  olaun  of  dn  ap- 
peal was  not  aHowed,  because  it  was  considered  by  the  court,  that 
this  court  vvas  the  suprenie  judicial  court  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  from  whose  judgir^ent  there  is  r'    appeal;  and 
further,  because  there  does  not  exist  any  such  court  \vithin  the 
United  State's  of  America,  as  that  to  wliicii  Pagan  has.  claimed  an 
appeal  from  the  jndgment  of  this  court.     Thereupon,  execution 
issued   against  Pagan  on  the  9th  of  October,  1780,   qnd  he.  has 
been  confined  in"  Boslrtn  prison  ever  sinro.  ^ 

It  is  to  be  observed,  ihat  in  August,  1789,  Mr.  Pagan  petition- 
voL.  HI.  ':'"■'.         18 
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ed  the  supreme  judicial  court  of"  Massachusetts  for  a  new  trial, 
and  after  hearing  tlie  arguBients  of  counsel,  a  new  trial  was  re- 
fused. On  the  1st  of  January,  1791,  liis  Britannic  ^Jajesty's 
consul  at  Boston  applied  for  redress  on  Ipehalf  of  Mr.  Pagan,  to 
the  GovernoF  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  vvbp,'in  his  letter  of  the  28th 
of  January,,  no Ij  was  pleased  to  recommend  this  matter  to  the 
serious  attention  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  that 
State.  On  the  14th  of  February,  1791,  the  British  consul  raemo- 
Yialised.the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  on  this  subject. 
On  the  22nd  of  February,  a  committee  of  both  Houses  reported 
a  resolution,  that  tiie  memoriah  o  the  consul  and  message  from  the 
Governor,  with  all  the  papers,  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  who  were  directed,  as 
far  as  may  be,  to  examine  into  and  consider  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  if  they  found  that  by  the  force  and  effect  allowed 
by  the.  law  of  nations  to  foreign  admffalty  jurisdictions,  &;c.  Hooper 
_  ought  not  to  have  recovered  judgment  against  Pagan,  the  court 
was.audi«vised  to  grani  a  revievv  of  the  action.  Qa  the  13th  of 
June,  1791,  the  British  consul  again.  re[)resentQd  to  tlie  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  that  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial 
court  had  nQt  been  pleased  to  signify  their  decision  on  this  subject, 
referred  to  them  by  the  resolution  of  the'22nd  of  February.  This 
r^resentation  was  considered  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate  and 
oithe-House  of  Representatives,  who  concluded  that  one  of  them 
should,  make  inquiry  of  some  of  the  judges  to  Jniow  tlieu*  determi- 
nation, and  upon  being  informed  that  the  judges-intended  to  give 
their  opinion,  with  tlieir  i:easons,  in  writing,  the  committee  would 
not  proceed  any  further  in  the  business.  On  the  J^yth  (ifJune, 
1791,  Mr.  Pagan's  counsel  moved  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
judicial  court  for  their  opinion  in  the  case  of  Hooper  .and  Pagan, 
referred  to  their  consideration  by  the  resolve  of  the  General  Pourt, 
founded  on  tJie  British  consul's  memprial.  Chief  Justice,  and 
Justice  Dana  being  .absent.  Justice .  Paine  delivered  it.  as  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  judges  absent  as  well  as  present,  that 
Pagan  was  not.  entitled  to  a  new  trial  for  any  of  the  causes  men- 
tioned in  the  said  resolve,  and  added,  'that  the  court  intended 'to 
.  put  their  opinions  upon  paper  and  to  file  them  .in  the  cause  :  that 
tlie  sickness  of  two  of  the  rourt  ha>d  hithr'rlo  prevented  it,  but  that 
it  w'ould  .soon  be  done.' 

It  rs  somewhat  remarkable,  that  tire  supreme  judicial  court  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  should  allege  that  this  case  did  not  necessarily 
involve  a  question  relative  to  prize  or  no  prize^whcn  the  very  jury 
to  whom  (he  court  ref«n-red  the  decision  of  the  case  established 
the  fact;  their  verdict  was  for  three  thousand  and  j^ino  pounds  two 
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shilKngs  and  ten  jwnce,  daiiwges,  which  sum  is  ibr  tlie  vessel 
calJed  tlic  hriganlino  Thomas,  her  cargo  ajid  every  thing  found  on 
board.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  the  case  did  involve  a  question 
of  prize  or  no  prize,'  and  having  received  a  formal  decision  by  the 
only  court  competent  to  take  cognizance,  thei-eof,  (viz.  the  high 
court  of  appeals  for  prize  cauSes  in  England,)  every  thing  that  at 
all  related  to  the  property  in  question  or  to  the  legality  of  the  cap- 
ture, .was  thereby  finally  determined.  Theiegality  of  the  capture 
being  confirmed  by  the  high  .couft  of  appeals  in  England,  cannot 
consistently,  with  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  be  discussed 
in  a  foreign  court  of  law,  or  at  least,  if  a  foreign  court  of  common 
law  is,  by  any  local  regulations,  deemed  competent  to  interfere  in 
matters  relating  to  captures,  the  decisiohs  of  admiralty  .courts  or 
courts  of  appeal,  should  be  received  and  taken  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  the  legality  or  illegality  of  captures.  By  such  ilecisions, 
property  is  either  adjudged  to  the  captors  or  restored  to  the  own*- 
ers ;  if  adjudged  to  the  captors,  they  obtain  a  permanent  ploperjty 
in  thd  captured  goods  acquired  by  the  rights  of  war,  and  this 
principle  originates  in  the  wisdom  of  nations,  and  is  calculated  to 
prevent  endless  litigation.  • 

The  proceedings  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  ofMassachusetts 
Bay,  are  in  direct  violation  of  the  rules  and  usages  that  havd  been 
universally  practised  among  nations-  in  the  determination  of  the 
validity  of  captures,  ai^d  of  all  collateral  queslious  that  may  have 
reference  thereto.  The  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
among  other  things,  kept  this  point  in  yiew,  when  tbtjy  referred 
the  case  of  Mr.  Pagan  to  the  consideration  of  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  judicial  court,  and  authorised  the  court  to  grant  a  review 
of  the  action,  if  it  should  be  found  that  by  the  force  and  effect 
allowed  by  the  law  of  nations  to  foreign  admiralty  jurisdictions, 
Mr.  Hooper  ought  not  to  liave  recovered  judgment  against.  Mr. 
Pagan.  But  the  supreme  judicial  court  have  not  only  evaded  this 
material  consideration,  upon  which  the  \yhple  question  incontest- 
ibly -turns,  but  have  assumed  a  fact  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
ttuth  of  the  case,  viz.  that  the  case  did  not  involve  a'  question  of 
prize  or  no  prize.  Moreover,  they  have  denied  Mjr.  Pagan  the 
benefit  of  ap|)cai  to  that  court  which  is  cciupetent  to  decide  on 
• '  the  force  of  treaties,  and  which  court,  by  the-  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  is  declared  to  possess  appellate  .jurisdiction  botb  as 
te  law  and  fact,  in  all  cases  of  controversy  between  citizens  of  the 
United  States  and  subjects  of  foreign  countries,  to  which  class  this 
case  is  peculiarly  and  strictly  to  be  referred. 

From  the  foregoing  abstract  of  the  Case  of  Thomas  Pagan,  it 
appears  that  he  is  now  delai^ied  in  prison,  in  Boston,  in  conscr 
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'  quence  of  a  judgriieiit  j^iveii  by. a  court  whicli  is  not  competent  to 
decide  upon  his  c«se,  or  .which,  if  competeqt,  refused  to  admit  the 
onry  evidence  thai  ouglit  to  have  giVen  jurisc'iction,  and  lliat  he  is 

"dtJnied  the  meanH  of  appealing  to  the  highest  court  of  judicature 
known  in  these  States^  which  exists  in  the  very  organization  of  tlie 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  is  declared  to  possess  appel- 
late jurisdietion  in  all  cases  of  a  nature  similar  to  this. 

FojT.  these  reasons,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  respectfuUy  to 
submit  the  whole  matter  to .  tlie  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  to  request  him  to  take  such  measui'es  as  may  appear 
to  him  the  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  for  the  said 
Tliomas  Pagan,  such  speedy  dnd  effectual  redfess  as  his  ease  may 
seem,  to  require. 

■  *  '  George  Hammond. 

I'hiladelphiii^  November  26, 1791.  .      •  •      '     . 
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LETTER    LXXXVI. 

TO  MR.  MAMMONb,  Minister  Plenipoteniiary  of  Great  Britain. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  December  0, 17U1. 


Your  favor  of  November  the  30th  remains  still  unanswered, 
because  the  clerks  are  employed'  in  copying  some  documents  on 
thB  subject  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which!  wish  to  exhibit  to  you 
with  the  answer. 

.  In  the  mean' tipie,  as  to  that  part  of  ypur  Jetter  which  respects 
matters  of;  commerce,  the  fear  of  misunderstanding  it  induces  me 
to  mention  my  sense  of  it^  and  to  ask  if  it  be  right.  Where  yoii 
are  pleased  to  say,  that  *  you  are  authorised  to  communicate  to 
this  government  his  Majesty's  readiness  to  enter  into  a  negotiatipn 
for  establishing  that  intercourse,  (of  co;nmerce)  upon  principles  of 
reciprocal  benefit^'  I  understand-  that  you  are  not  furnished  with 
any  commission  or  express  powers  to  arrange  a  treaty  with  us,  ,oi' 
to  make  any  specific  propositions  on  the  subject  of  commerce ; 
but  only  to  assure  us  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  is  ready  to  concur 
with  us,  in  appointing  persons,  times,  and  places  for  commencing 
such  a  nt^gotiatipn.  Be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  if  there  be  any 
misapprehension  in  tliis,  qs  some  steps  on  our  part  may  be  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  it.  . 

1  have  the  houor  to  be,  with  the  most  [>crfect  esteem,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servaiU,         Th  :  Jefferson. 
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LKTTER    LXXXVll. 


'  -  TO   MH.    HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  December  12, 1791. 


I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  fjrom  a 
respectable  character,  giving  information  of  a  Mr.  Bowles,  lately 
come  from  England  into  the  Creek  country,  endeavoring  to  exche 
that  ^atio^  of'  Indians  to  war  against  the  United  States,  and  prer 
tending  to  be  employed  by  the  government  of  England.  We 
have  other  testimony  of  these  his  pretensions,  atid  that  he  carrier 
them  much  farther  than  is  here  stated.  We  have  too  much  con- 
fidence in  the.  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  British  government,  to 
believe  they  can  approve  of  the  proceedings  of  this  mcendiary  and 
impostor, ,  or  countenance  for  a  moment  a  person  who  takes  the 
,  liberty  of  using  their  name  for  such  a  purpose  ;  and  I  make  the 
communication,  merely  that  you  may  take  that  notice  of  the  cage 
which-  in  your  opinion  shall  be  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bcj  with  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  hUml  'o  servant,  '. 

Th:  Jefferson.    ' 


•■iS 
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LETTER    LXXXVIII. 


fi 


TO    MR.    HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  December  13,  1791. 


\  iiave  laid  before  the  •  President  of  the  United  States,  the  let- 
ters of  Nove'mber  the  30tli  and  Decerah'er  the  6th,  vAtli  which 
you  honored  me,  and  in  consequence  thereof^  and,particulariy  of 
that  part  of  your  letter-of  December. the  6th,  where  you  say  that 
you  are  fully  authorised  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  the  purpose 
of  arranging  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  tliat  I  am.  ready  to  reqeive 
a  communication  of  your  full  powers  for  that  purpose,  at  any  time 
you  shall  think  proper,  and  to  proceed  immediately  to  their  object. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  es- 
teem and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, Th:  Jefferson. 


»i 
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LUTTBK    LXXXIX. 


TO   -THE    PRESIDENT. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  December  23,  1791. 


As  tlie  conditions  of  our-  commerce  with  the  French  arid  Bri- 
tish dominions  are  important,  and  a  moment  seenis  to  -  be  ap- 
proaching when  it  naay  i>e  useful  that  both  should  be  accurately 
understood,  I  have  thrown  a  representation  of  them  into' jhe  (orm 
of  a  table,  shewing  at  one  view  how  the  principal  articles  interest- 
ing to  our  agriculture  and  navigation,  stand  in  ,the  European  and 
American- dominions  of  these  two  powers.  As  lo  so  much  of  it 
as  respects  France,  I  have  cited  under  every  article  the  law  on 
which  it  depends}  which  laws,  from  1784  downwards,'  are  in  my 
possession.  ,     • 

Port  charges  are  so  different,  according  to  the  size  of  the  ves- 
sel and  the  dexteJ'ity  of  the  captain,  that  an  examination  of  a 
greater  number  of' port  bills  might,  perhaps^ produce  a  different 
result.  I  can  only  say,  that  that  expressed  in  the  table  is  fairly 
drawn  from  such  bills  as  I  could  readily  get  access  to,  and- that  I 
have  no  reason  to .  suppose  it  varies  much  from  the  truth,  nor  on 
which  side  the  variation  would  lie.  .Still,  I  rnnnot  make  myself 
responsible  for  this  articlq.  The  authorities  cited  will  vouch  tlie 
rest.  . ,        • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  respect  and  at- 
tachment, Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hiunble  servant, 

.       Th:   JEFFEtlSOK.      . 


>."*.■ 


■»  .    ». 


*:-    '■«,, 
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Footing  of  the  Commerce  of  the  United  ^tates  with.-  Prance  and 

England,  and  •  with  the  French  ilrtJ  English  American  CoIq- 

nies»  *  ■       ••      ' 


,  1   ■ 

1 1 

r                     Francs.  . 

Great  Rritair  *rfD  (bklako. 

Wheat,  flour,  '4-q. 

Free. 

Prbhibited    till  it  is  6a.  4d.  the 
^bushel. 

^ice. 

(«) 
Free. 

78.  4d.  sterling  the  kental. 

Salted  fiah. 

(6) 
8  Ilvres  the  kental. 

Prohi})ited. 

^*lted  beef. 

(c) 
3  liVres  the  kental. 

Prohibited. 

BaDed  pork. 

(d) 
5  livres  k^ntul  in  some  ports. 
Prohibited  in  others. 

44s.  9(1.  the  kental. 

Furs. 

(«) 
Free.    . 

1.5  to  20  per  cent. 

Indigo.                             5  liVres  the  kental. 

F.rec. 

Whale  oU. 

(«) 
7  livres  and  10  soiis  the  barrel  of 
520  lbs. 

£18  3  the  ton.                     '      • 

Tar,  pitch,  turpentine, 

(a) 
2  1-2  per  cent. 
5  BOU4  Hie  kental,  by  new  tariff. 

lid.     lis.    SJ9.3d.  B. 

Ships. 

Free  for  naturalizatio;i. 

Prohibited  naturalization. 

(ft) 
Port  charges. 

'  cents.              average.. 
Bordeaux,  23  the  ton.        ,,, 
Hav^e,        14  the  ton. 

average. 
London.          761 

sr''  i,sKoodois.  . 

Hull,              l,.57j 

Kx  ports  to. 

1,3^4,246  0. 

fi,8eH,970  D. 

(/) 
Imports  from. 

IS.'J.lSfi  D.     . 

i3,nf>.t,464  n. 

Freighted  in  their  ves- 
spls. 

9,842  tons. 

]19,!n4tons. 

Frcigiitcd  in  our  ves- 
sels. 

"19,173  tons. 

.19,171  tons. 

F^RBNCH  America. 

Enolish  America. 

Wheat,  flnur,  4c. 

Prohibited  by  ageneml  law. 
>Frm^,  by  siispensiuna  from 
lime  to  timp. 

Free,  by  proclamation. 

Rire. 

(c) 
1  per  cent.  ' 

Free^  by  proclnmiition. 

Paltfil  fish. 

(A) 
I  ppr  rent  \".\  livrPs  kental. 

ProhlhitPil. 

SaltPil  iM'Pf. 

(0 
I  ppr  r.ont  X  3  livrpn  kental. 

Priihibited. 

Port  rhargpo. 

Ca|»e  Franc,        .Ort)  average. 
Port  an  Prince,  .10  .  .95 
Martinique,         .IH> 

.lamiiiia,        .7(t 
Antigua.        .'>J 
narliaifoes,    .t-J 
St.  KIttH,  ■  .i:i 
l)(imii»fcpip,   .21 

avprago. 
.44 

• 

Kxporls  to.                                3,'.JH  t,(»r>(i.  n. 

2,:r.7,r>H:i.  i). 

luiporls  from.      ■                       l,Oi:i,v>l>j.  i>. 

l,3l!V.Mil.   I».-         . 

Frelgliteil  in  Ifieir  vesHrlfi. 
Freighted  in  mir  vegselwr 


3,!):)9  tons. 


>L9r,'^}_tonH. 


I  l07,7.V.t  ton^ 
I'rdliibltpd 
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ThefoUmmi^  articles  b^im  on  an  equal-  footing  in  both  counivies, 
.  •  *  ■  .  ,are  thfown  together.         •  • 


• 

.^RANCK. 

Great  Britain  4"  Ivsland. 

Tobacco, 

i''ree  of  duty,  bUt  under  mo- 
nopoly. 

is.Sd.'tUe  lb.       , 

Wood, 

Free,  . 

1 
Free. 

Pot  and  pearl  a«b.  • 

Free. 

Free..                                   • 

Flax  seed. 

Free. 

*Free. 

Febnch  Ambrica. 

English  AmIirica. 

Com,  Indmn. 

1  per  cent. 

Free,  by  proclamation. 

Wood. 

1  per  cent. 

Free,  by  proclamation. 

Salted  liork. 

Prohibited. 

Prohibited. 

•Horses  and' mules. 

Free. 

Free,  by  proclamation. 

I.i"o  provisibiifl. 

I  per  cent. 

.Free,  by  pro<ilamation. 

Tar,  pitch,  turpentine. 

1  per  cent. 

Free,  by  proclamation. 

imiiorU  allowed. 

Uum,  molasset)  generally,  su- 
gar, and  all  other  commodi- 
ties till  August  1,  1794, 

1  Rum,  molasses,,  sugar,  cof- 
fee, cocoanuts,  ginger,  pi- 
mento, by  proclamation. 

(ft)  By  Arret  of  17C3, 
(d)  By  Arret  of  lf)88. 


NOTES. 

(fl)  By  Arret  of  December  the  39th,  1787. 

(c)  Bv  .'^rret  of  August  tbe'SOtii,  1784.  ^ul  uy  jirm  m  luoo. 

(s)  By  .»'•'  •««  of  1760.         ( /)  Taken  from  the  Custom  House  retutns  of  the  United  States. 

Ig)  Theie  is  a  general  law  df  France  pro)iibiting  foreign  flour  in  tlieir  islands,  witha  ^un- 
pcnding  power  to  tlieir  Governors,  in  cases  of  necessity.  An  Arret  of  May  XM  9th,  1789,  by 
tlici/  Governor,  makes  it  free  till  Auttust,  1794  :  and  in  f  .;t  it  is  generally  free  there. 

(A)  The  Arret  of  September  the  18fli,  1785,  gave  a  premium  often  li"res  the  kental,  on  fish 
brought  in  their  own  bottoms,  for  five  years,  so  that  the  law  expired  September  the  18th,  1790. 
Another  Arret,  passed  a  week  after,  laid  a  duty  of  five  livrea  the  kenial,  on  flsh  brought  in 
foTign  vessels,  to  raise  money  for  the  premium  before  mentioned.  The  last  Arret  was  not 
limited  in  time  j  yet  seems  to  be  understood  as  only  commensurate  with  the  other.  Accord- 
ingly, an  Arret  of  May  the  9th,  1789,  has  made  tish  in  tbrclgn  bottoms  liable  to  three  livrcs 
the  kental  only  till  .\ugu4  the  1st,  1794. 

(i)  The  port  charges  are  estimated  from  bills  collected  from  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia. 
They  are  diflerent  u\  different  porls  of  the  same  counti-y,  and  different  in  t|ie  same  ports  on 
vessels  of  different  sizes.  Where  I  had  several  bills  of  the  same  port,  I  averaged  them  to- 
gether. The  dollar  is  rhted  at  4b4  l-2d  sterling  in  England,  at  (m  8d  in  tiM?  British  West  Indies, 
nnd  five  livres  twelve  sous  in  France,  and  at  eight  livres  fivo  sous  in  the  French  Wc«>  Fndie.H. 

Several  nrticleh  stated  to  be/rfff  in  France,  do  in  fact  pay  one  ei'^lith  of  a  per  cint,  which 
was  retained  merely  to  oblige  an  entry  to  be  made  in  their  ('ustoin  House  books.  In  like  nuin- 
ner,  several  of  the  articles  stated  V»  be/rrr  in  Knglund,  do  in  fact  pay  a  light  duty.  The  Eng- 
li:<h  duties  are  taken  from  the  be'tk  of  rates. 

Dollars. 

I fc)  The  exports  to  Great  B.-itain  and  Ireland,  are 0.888.978  ."Wi 
low  much  they  consume,  1  know  not.    'J'liey  certainly  re-export  the  following :      • 

Dollars.  •  .» 

nrr.in,  the  whole  since  the  law  of  the  last  narliament, 
Tobacco,  five  sixths,  according  to  Hheffleld's  tUbl^a, 
Kice,  live  sevenths,  according. to  same, 
Jiidigo,  one  third,  nccordinQ  to  same,     ,  »      -i 
Furs,-  prolfably  one  half,  ....'. 

(iinseng;  the  whole, 


Mahogany,  |  not  bei^g  of  our  production*  should 
Wine,         j  nUo  bo  (leduct£d  •  .       • .  ,  • 


],09.1,88.'i 

,i.VJ9.'),41l 

.').52,7.'J0 

.     3ir.,887 

IT.a-iO 

.     3a,iai 
ifi,7y4 
.     ■»,»a.') 


4;Lii,4r)(i 

Remainder,  including  their  roii.'<umpi ion  ami,  flu-  nnluiowti  re  oxporjalions,   2,.'i.">9,.'i!.H', 
The  cxportnllons  rrrtalnly  known  tlicn,  nxv  five  eigliih»  of  Hie  whole.  < 
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AIN4''KSI'AND. 


United  Stntes. 


pJT 


.^4,;- 


L  •..lb.*  . 


•U^ 


"  L^TTBR.  XC. 


TO   THt:    PB£SID£NT. 


Philadelphia,  Januar)r  4,  1799. 


aiR, 


Having  been  in  conversation  to  day  with  Monsieur  Payan,  one 
of  the  S;.  Dpniihgo  deputies,  I  took  occasiop  to  inquire  of  him  the 
footing  on  which- our  cofnmerce  there  stands  at  present,  and'  par- 
ticularly whether  the  colonial  v^rrie^  of  1789^  permitting  a  free  im- 
portation of  our  ftour  till  1793,  was  still  "in  force.  He'  answered, 
that  thai  .^rre^.  was  revoked  in  Prance. on  the  clj^mours.of  tlip 
merchants  there ;  ^i^d  with  a  like  permission  to  carry  flolur  to  the 
three  usual  ports,  an'd  he  thinks  to  bring  away  coffee  and  sugar, 
was  immediately  renewed  by,  the  Governor.  Whether  thi?  has 
been  regularly  kept  up  by  renewed  Arrets,  during  the  present 
troubles,  he  cannot  say,  but  is  sure  that  in  practice  it  has  never 
been  discontinued,  and  that  not  by  cpntrabandi  but  ppenly  and 
legally,  ^s  is  understood^  The  public  application  to  us  to  send 
floiir  there,  is  a  | proof  of  it..  Instead,  therefore,  of  resting  this 
pennission  on  a  colonial  ^rrc<  till  1793,  it  should  be  rested'  on 
temporary  Arrets  renewed  from  time  to  time,  as  heretofore.  This 
correction,  of  the  notes  I  took  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you,  with 
the  table  containing  a  comparative  view  of  our  cornmerce  with 
France  and  England,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  riiost  perfect  respect  and  at- 
tachment, Sir,  your  most  obedient  ?.nd  most  humble  servant,  ^ 
^.  V  ,r       ,V  Thc  Jepferson. 


i 


f 

m 

m 


LETTKH    XCI. 


*tjfe*,t^iM'    lv*>       TO    THOMA^    PINCKNBY. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  January  17,  17^2. 


•  Your  favors  of  November' the  2i)th,  30th,  and  December  the 
1st  came  duly  to  hand,  and  gave  sincere  pleasure,  by  announ- 
cing your  disposition  to  accept  the  a])p()intment  to  Loudon.  The 
nominations  to  Paris  arid  the  Hygue  having  been  detained  till 
yours  could  be  made,  they  were  all  immediately  sent,  in  to  th^ 
Senate,  to  wit,  yourself  for  Lohdon,Mr.  G.  Mortis  for  Paris,  Mr.; 

VQL.    III.  19         ,  * 


♦  ■ 


V  .  .< 
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Short  for  the  Hague.  Soihe  members  of  the  Senate^,  apprehend- 
ing they  had  i  right  of  determining  on  the  expediency  ot  foreign 
missi&ns,  as  well  as  on  the  persons  nam(^d,  took  that  oceasion  of 
bringing  foi^vard  the  discussion  of  that  question,  by  which  the  no- 
miilations  were  delayed  two  or  three  weeks.  lam  happy  to.be 
able  to  assure  you,  that  not  a  single  personal  motive  with  respect 
to  yourself  entered  into  the  objections  to  these  appointments.  On 
the  contrary y  I  believe  that  your,  nomination  gave  general  satisfac- 
tion. Your  commission  will  be  imthediately  made  put,  but  aVthe 
opportunities  of  conveyance  at  this  season  are  precarious,  and  you 
propose  coming  to  this  place,  I  think' it  better  to  retain  it. 

As  to  the  delay  proposed  in  your  letter,  it  was  to  be  xpected : 
indeei],  a  winter  passage  from  Charleston  to  thi^platct.  Or' across 
the  Atlantic,  is  so  disagreeable,  that  if  either  that  circumstanbe  o;* 
the  arrangement  of  youf  affairs  should  render  it  in  the  smallest 
degree  eligiVi.  to  you,  to  remain  at  home  till  the  temperate  season 
comes  on,  si v  till  after  th6  veVnal  equinox;  .thej-e  will  be  no  in- 
convenience' to.  the  public  attending  it.  On  the  coiitrgry/  as'  we 
are  just  opetiing  cervain  negotiations  with  the  British  minister  here, 
which  have  not  yei  assumed  any  determinate  complexion,  a  delay 
till  that  ttine  will  enable  us  to  form  some  judgment  of  the  issue 
they  may  take,  and  to  knowcitactly  in  What  way  your  co-opera- 
tion  at  the  place  of  your  destination,  may  aid  us.  On-  this  and 
other  accounts,  it  will  be  highly  useful  that  you  take  this  place  in 
your  'ivay,  where,  or  at  New  York,  you  will  always  be  sure  of 
finding  a  convenient  passage  to  England.  "= 

:•  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  iBsteem  and 
respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jef>erson. 


LETTER    XCn.       ,    • 


TO    MESSRS.    WILLINKB,    VAN    STAPHORSTS    AND    HUBARD. 

'  •    ;    ,  Philadelphia,  January  23, 1792- 

Gentlemen, 

On  the  19th  of  March  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a 
for  ninety-nine  thousand  florins,  drawn  on  yourselves  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  United  S'ates,  in  favor  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
I  desired  you  to  raise  an  account  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
pass  that  bill  ti  his  credit  in  the  account.  In  my  letter  of  May 
the  14th,  i  inclosed  you  a  dupUe&te  of  the  same  bill,  and  informed 


t,  br' across 


you  thdt  this  moitey  was  destined  to  pay  the  salaries  and  cdntin- 
gent  ex]}enSEvs  of  our.  nuiiisters  arid  agents  of  every  description, 
from  July  the  1st,  L790,  and  nothing  else;  and  1  added  these 
words:  *  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  also,  to  make  up  your  ac- 
count to  the  close  of  the  last  day  of  June  this  present  year,  into 
which  no  expenses  are  to  enter  which  preceded  the  1st  day  of 
^fy,  1790,  these  being  the  dates  of  the  appropriation  of  the  law.' 
And  lastly,  in'roy  lettef  of  August  the  5th)  I  inclosed  a  triplicate  of 
the  same biil,  and  added,  'In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  that  yG[ur 
account  of  this  Aind,  from  Jyly  the  1st,  1790,  to  June  the  30th, 
1791,  inclusive^  is  on  its  way  to  me,  that  I  may  receive  it  in  time 
to  lay  before'  Congress  at  their  meeting :'  but  in  fact,  I  have 
neither  received  the  account-  so  much  defsired,  nor  even  an  ac- 
knowledginent  of  the  receipt  of  any  of  the  said  letters  or  bills; 
and  though  Congress  have'  been  now  sittmg  upwards  of  three 
months,  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  lay  before  them  a  statement 
of  ihe  swlministratibn  oi  this  fund.  When  you  consider  the  deli* 
cate  situation  of  those  intrusted  with  the  dii^posal  of  public  monies, 
and  the  exfwess' injunction  tinder  which  I  am  laid  by  my  tiffice  to 
submit  this  account  to  a  proper  and  timely  examination,  I  leave 
you  to  conceive  whac  my  sensations  must  be  under  the  disability 
to  do  it,  which  the  want  of  your  account  alone  has  brought  on 
rae  ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  soon  be  relieved  by  the  receipt  pf  it. 

«  *.  *  *  *  *  ■IK        ,  «  •♦ 

I  am,  with  great  esteem.  Gentlemen,  your  mpst  obedient  servant, 

^  Th  :  JEFFERSON. 


4. 
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LETTER    XCII'I. 


rro   WILLIAM    SHORT. 


*:. 


• ..  •  >•     •  ■;        Philadelphia,  January  23, 1792. 

Dear  Sir^        .-..         ,    ' 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  appointed  you  minister  resident  Ibr  the  United 
States,  at  the  Hague j  which  was  approved  by  the  Senate  on  the 
16ih  instant.  This  new  mark  of  the  President's  confidence  will 
be  the  more  pleasing  to  you,  as  it  impdrts  an  approbation  pf  your 
former  Conduct,  whereon  be  pleased  to  accept  my  congratulations. 
You  will  receive  herewith,  a  letter  from  myself  to  Monsieur  de 
Montmorin,  cloang  your  former  mission,  your  new'commission) 
letters  of  credence  from  the  President  for  the  States  General  and 
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S^dtbolder,  sealed,  and  copies  of  tliem  open  for  your  own  satis^ 
faction.     You  will  keep  ihe  cypher  ^e  Jiave  heretofore  used* 

Your  past  experiehce  in  tlie  same  line,  renders  it  unnecessary 
for  me  to  particularise  your  duties  on  closing  your  present,  or 
conducting  your  futune  mission^  Harmony  with  our.  friends  being 
our  object,  you  are  sensible  how  much  it  will  be  promoted  by  at- 
tention to  the  manner  as 'well  as  the  matter  of  your  communica- 
tions with  the  government  of  the  United  Nctherl^^ds.  I  leel 
myself  particularly  bound  to  recommend,  as  the  most  important 
of  your  charges,  me  patronage  of  our  commercJa  and  tlie  exten- 
sion of  its  privileges,  both  in  the  United  Netherlands  and  th6ir 
colonies,  but  most  especially  the  latter. 

The  allowance  to  a  minister  resident  ^of  the  United- States,  is 
four  thousand  five  hundred,  dollars  a  year, /or  all  his  pergonal  ser- 
vices and  other  fxpemes,  a  yearV  salary. for  his  outfit  and  a  quar- 
ter's salary  for  his  return.  It  is  understood  that  the  personal  ser- 
vices and  other  expenses  here  meant,  'do'  not  extend  to  the  co$t  of 
gazettes  and  pamphlets  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  to  translating  or  printing  necessfiry  papers,  postage,  cou- 
riers, and  necessary  aids  to  poor  American  sailors.  These  addi- 
tional chargesi  therefore,  may  be  inserted  in  your  accounts;  but 
no  Qther  of  any  description j  unless  ^vhere  they  are  expressly  di- 
rected to  be,  incurred.  The  salary  of  your  new  grade  -being  the 
same  as  of  your  former  one,  and  your  services  continued,  though 
the  scene  of  them  is  changed,  there  will  be  no  intermission  of 
salary ;  the  new  one  beginning  where  the  former  ends,  and  ending 
when  ybu  shall  receive  notice  of  your  permission  to  return.  For 
the  same  reason,  there  caii  be  but  one  allowance  of  outfit  and  re- 
turn, the  former  to  take  place  now,  the  latter  only  on  your  final 
return.  The  funds  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  foreign  es- 
tablishment, do  not  admit  the  allowance  of  a  secretary  to  a  minis- 
ter resident.  I  have  thought  it  best  to  state  these  tilings  to  you 
minutely,  that  you  may  be  relieved  from  all  doubt  as  to  the  mat- 
ter of  your  accounts.  I  will  beg  leave  to  add  a  most  earnest  re- 
quest, that  on  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  and  on  the  sanrte  day 
annually  afterwards,  you  make  out  your  account  to  that  day,  ^and 
send  it  by  the  first  vessel,  and  by  duplicates..  In  this  I  must.be 
very  urgent  and  pafticular;  because  at  the  meeting  of  the  ensuing 
Congress  always,  it  is  expected  that  I  prepare  for  them  a  state- 
ment of  the  disbursements  trom  this  fund,  fi'om  July  to  June  inclu- 
sive. I  shall  give  orders  by  the  first  opportunity,  to  our  bankers 
in  Amsterdam,  to  answer  your  drafis  for  the  allowances  herein  be- 
fore mentioned,  recruiting  them  at  the  same  time  by  an  adequate 
remithient  ;•  as  I  expect  that  by  the  time  you  receive  this,  they 
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will  not  have  remaining  on  hand  of  this  fund,  more  than  seven  or 
eight  thousand  dollars.  .•  •      .^ 

Yqu  shall  receive  i'rom  mie,  from  time  to  time,  the  laiws  and 
journals  of  Congress,  gazettes  "and  other  interesting  papers :  for 
whatever  information  is  in  possession  of  the  public,  I  shall ,  leave 
yoo  generally  to, the  gazettes,  and  only  undertake  to  communicate 
by  lelter,  such,  relative-to  the  businesisofyour  mission,  as  the  ga- 
zetteers cannot  "give.  From  you  T  shall  ask,  once  or  twice  a 
month  regularly,  a  communication  of  interesting  occurrences  in 
Holland,  of  the  general  affairs  of  Europe,  and. the  regular  trans- 
mission of  the  Ley  den  gazette  by  every  British  packet,  iji  the  way 
it  now  comes,  which  proves  to  be  very  regular. .  Send  also  such 
other  pubKcations  aS  may  be  important  enough  to  be  read  by  one 
who  can  spare  little  tirne  to  read  any  thing,  or  which  may  contain 
matter  proper  t6  be  turned  to,  on-  interesting  subjects  and  occa- 
^ons.  The  English  packet  is  the  most  certain  channfel  for  suph 
epistolary  communications'  as  are  not  very  Secret,  and  ]by  those 
packets  I  would  wish  always  to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  by  way 
of  corrective  to  the  farrago  of  news  they  generally  bring.  •  Inter- 
mediate letters,  secret  communications,  gazettes,  and  other  printed 
papers,  had  better  come  by  private  vessels  from  Amsterdam'; 
which  channel  I  shall  use  generally  for  my  letters,  and  ajways  fior 
ga?jettesand  other 'printed  ps^pers.     -■..'•     \  .  .^-^ 

w  The  Pt«si(tent  has  also  joined  you  in  a  special  and  tempprary 
commission  with  Mr.  Carmichael  -to  repair  to  Madrid,  and  there 
negotiate  certain  matters  respecting  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  other  points  of  common  interest  between  Spain  and  us. 
As  some  time  will  be  neceiSsary  to  make  out  the  instructions  and 
transcripts  necessary  in  this  business,  .theiy  can  only  be  foiHvard^d 
by  some  future  occasion;  but  they,  shall  be  soon  forwarded,. ai^v»^ 
wish  not  to  lose  a  moment  in  advancing  negotiations  so  essential  to 
our  peace.  For  this  reason,  I  must  urge  you  to  repair  to  the 
Hague  at'  the  earliest  day  the  settlernent  of  your  affairs  at  Paris 
will  admit,  that  your  recepUon  may  be  over,  and  the  idea  of  your- 
being  established  tliere  strengthened,  before  you  receive  the  new 
orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,'  with  sinceii-e  respect  and.  esteem.  Dear 
Sir,  your  moat  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

.  ■  Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    XCIV.  '•        *     .    '        '      * 


ft*.'.' 


TO    GOUVERNEUR   MORRIS. 


K 


i4  "       V  >  :,  Philc^eJphU,  January  23»  1792. 

.     DfcifR  Sir,  -, 

I  iwive  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  appointed  you  Minister  Pleuipoteatiary  for  the 
United  States,  at.  the  court  bf-  IVance,-  which  wac  approved  by  the 
Senate  on  the  12th  insttsfnt ;  od.  wliicb  be  pleased  to  accept  my 
eon^ratnlations.  1'qu  wiU  receive  herewith  3^our  commission,  a 
letter  of  credence  fqr  the  Kingj  sealed,  and  a  copy  of  it  open  for 
your  own  satisfaction,  as  also  a  cypher^  to^be  used  on  proper  oc- 
casions in  the  corresppndenc^  between  us: 
*  vTo  you,  it  tJiquld  be  more  than  unfaecessaiy  forme  to  under- 
take .a  general  delineation  of  the  functions  of  the  office  to  which 
you  are  appointed.  I  shaH  therefore  only  express  our 'desiife,  that 
they  be  constantly  exercised  in  -that  spirit  of  sincere  friendship  and 
attachment  which  we  bear  to  the  French  naoon ;  and  dtat  id  all 
transactions  with. the  minister,  his  good  disposition?  be  conciliated 
by  whateve'r  in  language  or  attetitiofis  mUy  tend  to  that  effect 
With  respect  to  their  government,  we 'are  uodel*  no  call  to- express 
opinions  which  might  please  or  offend  any  piirty,' and  therelm'e  it 
will  be  best  to  avoid  them  on  all  occasions,  public  or  private. 
Could  any  circumstances  require  unavoidably  such-  expressions, 
they  would  naturally  be  in  conformity  with  thie  sentiments  of  the 
great  miiss  of  our  countrymen,  who,  having  first,  in  modem  times, 
taken  the  ground  of  government  founded  .on  the  will  of  the  people, 
cannot  but  be  delighted  on  seeing  so  distinguished  and  so  esteemed 
a  nation  arrive.  <»i  the  same  ground,  and  plant  their  standard  by 
our  side,  «  :' 

•  *  I  feel  myself  particularly  bound  to  recommend,  as  the  most 
'  important  of  your  charges,  the  patronage  of  our  commerce  and 
tlie  extension  of  its  privileges,  both  in  France  and  her  colonies, 
but  most  especially  the  latter.  Our  consuls  in  France  are  under 
general -instructions  to  coy^espond  with  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris;  from  them  you  may  often  receive  interesting  in- 
formation. Joseph  Fenwick  is  consul  at  Bour^eaux,  and  Burwell 
Carnes  at  Nanlz ;  Monsieur  de  la  Motte  vice  consul  Ui  Havre,  and 
Monsieur  Cathalan  at  Marseilles, 

An  act  of  Congress,  of  July  the  lat,  1790,  has  limited  the  al- 
lowance of  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  nine  thousand  dollars  a 
year,y<>r  all  kis  personal  tervtees  and  other  expenses,  a  year's  salary 
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for  his  outfit^  and  a  quarter's  salary  for  his  return.  It  is  under- 
j^ood  that  the  persotuU  services  and  other  expetues  here  meant,  dq 
not  extend  to  4he  cost  of  gazettes  and  pamphlets  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  .to  translating  or  printing  necessary 
papers,  postage,  couriers,  and  necessary  aids.ta  poor  American 
sailors.  These  additional  chaises,  therefore,  may  be  inserted  in 
your  accounts ;  but  no  other  of  any  description,  unless  where  they 
are  expressly  directed  to  be  incurred.  By  an  andent  rule  of 
Congress,  your  salary  will  commence  from  the  day  you  receive 
this  letter,  u  you  be  then  at  Paris,  or  from  the  day  yon  set  out  for 
Paris  from  any  other  place  ftt  which  it  may  find  you  :  it  ceases  on 
receiving  notice  or  permission  to  return,  after  which  the  additional , 
quarter's  allowance  takes  place.  You  are  free  to  name  your  own 
private  secretary,  who  will  receive  from  the  public  a  salary  of 
thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year,  without  allowance  fOr 
any  extras.  I  have  thought  it  best  to  state  these  things  to-  you 
minutely,  that  you  may  be  relieved  from  all  doubt  as  to  the  matter 
of  your  accounts.  I  will  beg  leave  to  add  a  most  earnest  request, 
that  on  the  1  st  day  of  July  next,  and  on  the  same  day  annually 
afterwards,  you  make  out  your  account  to  that  day,  and  send  it  by 
the  first  vessel,  and  by  duplicates.  In  this  1  must  be  very  urgent 
and  particular,  because  at  the  meeting  of  the  ensuing  Congress 
always,  it  is  e^^pected  that  I  prepare  for  them  a  statement  ■  of  the 
disbursements  from  this  fund,  from  July  to  June  inclusive.  I.  shall 
give  orders  by  the  first  opportunity  to  our  bankers  in  Amsterdam, 
to  answer  your  -drafts  for  the  allowances  herein  beforte  mentioned, 
recruiting' them  at  the  same  time  by  an  adequate  remitment,  as  I 
expect  thjkt  by  the  time  you .  receive  this,  they  will  not  have  re- 
maining on  hand  of  this  fund  .more  than  seven  or  eight  .thousand 
dollars.  ^     .     ,. 

You  shall  receive  from  me,  from  time  to  time,  tho  la\vs  and 
journals  of  Congress,  gazettes  «nd  other  interesting  papers:  for 
whatever  information  is  in  possession  of  the  public,  I  shall  leave 
you  generally  to  the  gazettes,  and  only  undertake  to- commttaiicate 
by  letter,  such,  relative  to  the  business  of  yoor  mission,  As  the  ga- 
zettes cannot  give.  ,  . 

From  you  I  shall  ask,  once  or  twice  a  month  regularly,  a  com-' 
munication  of  interesting  occurrences  in  France,  of  the  general 
affairs  of  Europe,  and  transmission  of  the  Leyden  gazette,  th? 
journal  logographe,  and  tlie  best  paper  of  Paris  for  dieir  colonial 
affairs,  with  such  other  publicationjs  as  may  be  important  enough 
to  be  read  by  one  who  can  spare  little  time  to  read  any  thing,  or 
which  may  contain  matter  proper  to  be  turrted  to,  on  interesting 
subjects  and  occasioris.    The  English  pocket  is  the  most  cehain 
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channel  for  such  epistolary  communications  as  are  net  very  secret, 
and  by  those  packets  I  would  wish  always  to  jreceive  a  letter  from 
you  by  way  of  corrective  to  the  farrago  of  news  they  generally  bring. 
Intennedifi,te  letters,  secret  communications,  j^^' V'^ttes  ahd  other 
printed  papers,  had  better  come  through  the  cb'^;)'<el  of  Monsietir 
de  la  ]yiQtte  at  Havre,  to  whom  I  shaH  also  generally  address  my 
letters  to  yon,  and  always  the  gazettes  and  other  printed  papers. 

Mr*  Short  will  receive  by  the  same  conveyance,  hia  appointment 
as  minister  rei^de  .1  at  the  Hague.    .  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  esteem  and  respect,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  aiid  most  humble  servant, 
.   •  .  •  -  .    •  '  .       .  ,   Th  :  Jeff£Rson. 


■•^*if*  "* 
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LETTER     XCV.      .      a.-.  *.   V 


:» 


TO    Mi(.    HAMMOND. 


,^.jfT>y.vj;  •  l^hHadelphU,  February  2,  J792. 

■  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  Deceinber,  I  com- 
municated it  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  under  the 
sanctioil  bt  hisi  authority,  the  princips^l  members  of  the  executive 
department -made  it  .their  duty  to  make  known  in  <M)nversatipns 
generally,  tlie  explicit  disclaimer,  in  the  name  of  your  court,,  which 
you  had  been  pleased  to  give  us,  that  the  government  of  Canada 
had  supported  or  encourrged  the  hostilities  of  cur  Indiaiv  neighbors 
in  the  western  country.  Your  favor  of  January  the  30th,  to  the 
same  purpose,  haa  |)een,  ip  like  manner,  communicated  to  4he 
President,  and  1  em  authorised  to  assure  .you,  that  he  is  duly  sen- 
sible of  thi^  additional  proof  of  the  disposition  of  the  court  oi  Lon- 
dqn,  fo  copfinetli^  proceedings  of  their  officers  in  onr  vicinage 
withi^the  limits  of. friendship  and  good  neighborhood,  and  that  a 
conduct  so  friendly  and  just,  will  furnish  us  a  native. the  more  for 
those  duties  and  good  offices  which  neighbor  nations  owe  each 
othe^i.       .  .'  •         '  .  ,'«..v  V      .    • 

.  You  have  seen  too  much,  Sir,  of  tfie  conc(uct  of  die-  press  in 
countries  where  it  is  free,, to  consider  the  gazettes  as  evidence  of 
the  sentiments  of  any  part  of  the  government :  you  have  seen  them 
bestow  on  the  government  itself,  in  all  its  parts,  its  full,  share  of  in- 
culpation. Of  the  sentiments  of  our  government  on  the  subject  of 
your  letter,  I  cannot  give  you  better  evidence  than  the  statement 
of  the  <;auses(  df  the  Indian  war,  made  by  tbe  Secretary  of  War 
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on  the  26th  of  the  last  month,  by  order  of  the  President,  and  in- 
serted in  the  pubKc  papers.  No  interference  on  the  part  of  your 
nation  is  therein  stated  among  the  causes  of  the  war.  I  ara  happy 
however  in  the  hope,  that  a  due  execution  of  the  treaty  will 
shortly  silence  those  expressions  of  public  feeling  by  removing 
their  cause.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  sei*vant, 

-  Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    XCVI, 


TO    MR.    HASfMOND. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  February  25, 1792. 


1  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  answer  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  a  letter  I  wrote  him  on  the  subject  of  yours  of  the  1 8th 
instant. 

It  appears  that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  are  open  to  the  application  of  Mr.  Pagan  for  a  writ  of  error 
to  revise  his  case.  Tliis  writ  is  to  be  granted,  indeed,  or  refused, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  judge ;  but  the  discretion  of  a  judge  is 
governed  by  the  rules  of  law  :  if  these  be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Pagan's 
application,  his  case  will  be  reviewed  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  decision  against  him  corrected,  if  wrong ;  if  these  be  against 
his  application,  he  will  then  be  at  the  end  of  the  ordinary  course 
of  law,  dX  which  term  alone  it  is  usual  for  nations  to  take  up  the 
cause  of  an  individual,  and  to  inqu're  whether  their  judges  have 
refused  him  justice.  At  present,  therefore,  I  am  not  able  to  say 
more,  than  that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  will  receive  Mr.  Pagan's  application  for  a  writ  of  error  to 
revise  the  judgment  given  against  him  by  the  inferior  court,  and 
diat  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  will  do  on  that  amplication  what 
shall  be  right. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servantj 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   XCVir. 


TO    MESSRS.    JOHNSON,    CARROL   AND    STEWART. 

Philadelphia,  March  6, 1799. 

Gentlemen, 
It  having  been  found  impracticable  to  employ  Major  L'Enfant 
about  the  federal  city,  in  that  degree  of  subordination  which  was 
lawful  and  proper,  he  has  been  notified  that  his  services  are  at  an 
end.  It  is  now  proper  that  he  should  receive  the  reward  of  his 
past  services ;  and  the  wish  that  he  should  have  no  just  cause  of 
discontent,  suggests  that  it  should  be  liberal.  The  President 
thinks  of  two  thousand  five  hundred,  or  three  thousand  dollars ; 
but  leaves  the  determination  to  you.  Ellicot  is  to  go  on,  the  week 
after  the  nwit,  to  finish  layihg  off  the  plan  on  the  ground,  and  sur- 
veying and  platting  the  district.  I  have  'emonstrated  with  him  on 
the  excess  of  five  dollars  a  day  and  iiis  expenses,  and  he  has 
proposed  striking  off  the  latter ;  but  this  also  is  left  to  you,  and  to 
make  the  allowance  retrospective.  He  is  fully  apprised  that  he 
is  entirely  under  your  orders,  and  that  there  will  be  no  person 
employed  but  under  your  orders.  The  enemies  of  this  enterprise 
will  take  advantage  of  the  retirement  of  L'Enfant,  to  trumpet  an 
abortion  of  the  whole.  This  will  require  double  exertions,  to  be 
counteracted.  I  inclose  you  the  project  of  a  loan  which  is  agreed 
on,  if  you  approve  it.  Your  answer  will  be  immediatel3r  expected, 
and  it  is  kept  entirely  secret,  till  the  subscriptions  are  actually 
opened.  Widi  this  money,  in  aid  of  your  other  funds,  the  works 
may  be  pushed  with  such  spirit  as  to  evince  to  the  world  that  they 
Will  not  be  relaxed. 

«  The  immediate  employment  of  a  superintenddnt,  of  activity 
and  intelligence  equal  to  the  nature  of  his  functions  and  the  pub- 
lic expectations,  becomes  important.  You  will,  doubtless,  also 
consider  it  as  necessary  to  advertise  immediately  for  plans  of  the 
Capitol  and  President's  house.  The  skqtch  of  an  advertisement 
for  the  plan  of  a  Capitol,  which  Mr.  Johnson  had  sent  to  the  Pre- 
sident, is  now  returned  with  some  alterations,  and  one  also  for  a 
President's  house.  Both  of  them  are  subject  to  your  pleasure, 
and  when  accommodated  to  that,  if  you  will  return  them,  they 
shall  be  advertised  here  and  elsewhere.  The  President  thinks  it 
of  primary  importance  to  press  the  providing  as  great  quantities 
of  brick,  stone,  lime,  plank,  timber,  &c.  this  year  as  possible.  It 
will  occur  to  you  that  the  stone  should  be  got  by  a  skilful  hand. 
Knowing  what  will  be  your  funds,  you  will  be  able  to  decide  which 
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of  tiie  (bllowing  works  had  better  be  undeilaken  for  the  present 
year. 

The  cellars  of  both  houses. 

The  foundation  of  one,  or  both. 

Bridge  over  Rock  Creek,  and  the  post  road  brought  over  it. 

Canal. 

Wharves. 

The  affair  of  Mr.  Carrol  of  Duddington's  house,  seems  to  call 
for  setUement.  The  President  thinks  the  most  just  course  would 
be,  to  rebuild  the  house  in  tlie  same  degree,,  using  the  same  ma- 
terials as  far  as  they  will  go,  and  supplying  what  are  destroyed  or 
rendered  unfit ;  so  that  the  effect  will  be  in  fact,  only  the  removal 
of  the  houoc  within  his  lot,  and  in  a  position  square  with  the  streets. 
Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  expedient  to  take  measures  for  im- 
porting a  number  of  Germans  and  Highlanders  ?  This  need  not 
be  to  such  an  extent  as  to  prevent  the  employment  of  eastern  la- 
borers, which  is  eligible  for  particular  reasons.  If  you  approve 
of  the  importation  of  Germans  and  have  a  good  channel  for  it, 
you  will  use  it,  of  course.  If  you  have  no  channel,  I  can  help  you 
to  one.  Though  Roberdeau's  conduct  has  been  really  blamable, 
yet  we  suppose  the  principal  object  of  the  arrest  was  to  remove 
him  off  tiie  ground.  As  the  pretention  of  him  to  judgment  might 
give  room  to  misrepresentation  of  the  motives,  perhaps  you  may 
think  it  not  amiss  to  discontinue  the  proceedings.  You  will  re- 
ceive herewith  a  packet  of  papers,  among  which  are  several  pro- 
jects and  estimates  which  have  been  given  in  by  different  persons, 
and  wliich  are  handed  on  to  yx)u,  not  as  by  any  means  carrying 
with  them  any  degree  of  ap^obation,  but  merely,  that  if  you 
find  any  thing  good  in  them,  you  may  convert  it  to  some  account. 
Some  of  these  contain  the  views  of  L'Enfant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  re- 
spect, Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


^ 
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LETTER 

XCVIII. 
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S'- 

TO 

* 

GOUVERNEUR    MORRIS. 

'I*         ,t  . 

V 

Philadelphia, 

March  10, 

1792. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  letter  of  January  the  23rd,  put  under  cover  to  Mr.  Johnson 
in  London,  and  sent  by  a  passenger  in  the  British  packet  qf  Feb- 
ruary, will  have  conveyed  to  you  your  appointment  as  Minister 
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Ptenipotontiary  of  the  United  States,  at  the  court  of  France.  By 
the  Pennsylvania,  Captain  Harding,  bound  to  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  plying  pretty  regularly  between  this  place  and  that,  you  will 
receive  the  present  letter,  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
journals  of  Congress,  and  gazfettes  to  this  day,  addressed  to  the 
care  of  M.  de  la  Motte.  You  will  also  receive  a  letter  from  the 
President  lo  the  King  of  France,  in  answer  to  his  announcing  the 
acceptance  of  the  Constitution,  which  came  to  hand  only  a  week 
ego.  A  copy  of  this  letter  is  sent  for  your  own  use.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  deliver  the  sealed  one,  (to  the  minister,  I  presume, 
according  to  the  antient  etiquette  of  the  court,)  accompanying  it 
with  the  assurances  of  friendship,  which  the  occasion  may  permit 
you  to  express,  and  which  are  cordially  felt  by  the  President  and 
the  great  body  of  our  nation.  We  wish  no  occasion  to  be  omitted 
of  impressing  the  National  Assembly  wiUi  this  truUi.  We  had 
expected,  ere  this,  that  in  consequence  of  the  recommendation  of 
their  predecessors,  some  overtures  would  have  been  made  to  us 
on  the  subject  of  a  treaty  of  commerce.  An  authentic  copy  of 
the  i-ecommendation  was  delivered,  but  nothing  said  about  carry- 
ing it  into  effect.  Perha|)s  diey  expect  tliat  we  should  declare 
our  readiness  to  meet  them  on  the  ground  of  ti'eaty.  If  they  do, 
we  have  no  hesitation  to  declare  it.  In  the  mean  time,  if  the  pre- 
sent commUnicfilions  produce  any  sensation,  perhaps  it  may  fur- 
nish a  good  occasion  to  endeavor  to  have  matters  re-placed  in 
statu  quOf  by  repetrling  the  late  innovations  as  to  our  ship^,  tobac- 
co and  whale  oil.  It  is  right  that  things  should  be  on  their  an- 
tient footing,  at  opening  the  treaty.  M.  Ternant  has  applied  here 
for  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  tlie  succoiu*  of  the  French 
colonies.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  reason  to  believe, 
tliat  the  late  loan  at  Antwcr])  has  ])aid  up  all  our  arrearages  to 
France,  both  of  principal  and  interest,  and  consequenUy,  that  there 
is  tio  part  of  our  debt  exigible  at  this  time.  However,  the  legis- 
lature having  authorised  the  President  to  proceed  in  borrowing  to 
pay  off  the  residue,  provided  it  can  be  done  to  the  advantttgc  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  tliought  the  law  will  be  satisfied  wiUi  avoid- 
ing loss  to  the  United  States.  This  has  obliged  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  riMjuiro  some  conditions,  which  may  remove  from 
us  that  loss  which  we  encountered,  liom  an  unfavorable  exchaiii'jc, 
to  pay  what  was  ciigiblt,  and  transfer  it  to  France  as  to  payments 
not  exigible.  These  shall  be  fully  detailed  lo  you  when  settled. 
In  the  moan  time,  thi'  nit  .ley  will  be  furnished  as  far  us  it  can  hu 
done.  Indeed,  our  wish'.s  are  cordial  for  the  re-(^stablishmcni  of 
peace  and  commeir*'  in  those  colonics,  and  lo  give  such  proofs  of 
our  good  faiUt  botli  to  them  and  the  mother  country,  as  to  stip- 
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press  all  that  jealousy  which  might  oppose  itself  to  tl)e  free  ex- 
change of  our  mutual  productions,^  essenih\  to  the  prosperity  of 
those  colonies,  and  to  the  preservation  of  our  agricultural  interest. 
This  is  our  true  interest  and  our  true  object,  and  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  conceal  vievs  so  justifiable,  tliough  the  expression  of  them 
may  require  that  the  occasions  be  proper  and  the  terms  chosen 
with  delicacy.  The  gazettes  will  inform  you  of  the  proceedings 
of  Congress,  the  laws  passed  and  proposed,  and  generally  Speak- 
ing, of  nil  public  transactions.  You  vvill  perceive  that  the  Indian 
war  calls  for  sensible  exertions.  It  would  have  been  a  trifle  had 
we  only  avowed  enemies  to  contend  with.  The  British  court  have 
disavowed  all  aid  to  the  Indians.  Whatever  may  have  be6n  their 
orders  in  that  direction,  the  Indians  are  fully  and  notoriously  sup- 
plied by  their  agents  with  every  thing  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
war.  Time  will  shew  how  all  this  is  to  end.  Besides  the  laws, 
journals  and  newspapers,  before  mentioned,  you  will  receive 
herewith  the  State  constitutions,  the  census  and  almanac,  and  an 
answer  to  Lord  Sheffield  on  our  commerce.  A  cypher  is  ready 
for  you,  but  cannot  be  sent  till  we  can  find  a  •  trusty  passenger 
going  to  Paris. 

1  a«n,  with  great  respect  and  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


l\ 
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Since  writing  the  preceding,  the  two  Houses  have  come  to  re- 
solutions on  the  King's  letter,  which  arc  inclosed  in  the  President's, 
and  copies  of  them  accompany  this  for  yom-  use.  T.  J. 


;  i 


LETTER    XCIX. 


TO    MESSllS.    CAHMICUAEL    AM)    SHOUT. 


*i. 


•       -     I'hiladolphin,  March  18,  \7\)',i      < 
CjENTI.EHEN, 

The  President  having  thought  proper  to  appoint  you  joint  com- 
missioners plenipotentiary,  on  the  part  of  the  Unitcil  States,  to  treat 
with  the  court  of  Madrid  on  the  subjects  of  die  navigation  of  tin; 
Mississippi,  arrangements  on  our  limits,  and  commerce,  you  will 
herewith  receive  your  conunission  ;  as  also  observuiions  on  those 
several  subjects,  report(!d  to  the  President  and  approved  by  him, 
which  will  therefore  serve  as  instructions  for  you.  These  expn-ss- 
ing  minutely  Uie  scii^u  ul  uui-  ^ovei'iuiiciit  uiid  what  they  wisii  to 


1 


158 


';i' 


have  done)  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  do  noore  here  than  desire 
you  to  pursue  tliese  objects  unremittingly,  and  endea'or  to  bring 
them  to  an  issue,  in  the  cour^^e  of  the  ensuing  summer*  It  k  de- 
sirable that  you  should  keep  an  exact  journal  of  what  shall  pass 
between  yourselves  and  the  court  or  their  negotiator,  and  commu- 
nicate it  from  time  to  time  to  me,  that  your  progress  and  prospects 
may  be  known.  You  will  be  the  best  judges  whether  to  send 
your  letters  by  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  or  ivhat  other  route ;  but  we  shall 
be  anxious  to  hear  from  you  as  often  as  possible.  If  no  safe  con- 
veyance occurs  from  Madrid  to  Lisbon,  and  your  matter  should 
be  of  importance  sufficient  to  justify  the  expense,  a  courier  must 
be  sent ;  but  do  not  incur  the  expense  .unless  it  be  to  answer  some 
good  end. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wub  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th  :   JErFEKSON. 


LETTER  C. 


TO    COLONEL    PICKERING. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  March  28,  1703. 


The  President  has  desired  me  to  confer  with  you  on  the  pro- 
})Osition  I  made  the  other  day,  of  endeavoring  to  move  tlie  posts 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  miles  a  day.  It  is  believed  to  be  prac- 
ticable here,  because  it  is  practised  in  every  other  country.  The 
difference  of  expense  alone  appeared  to  produce  doubts  with  you 
on  tire  subject.  If  you  have  no  engagement  for  dinner  to  day,  and 
will  do  me  the  favor  to  come  and  dine  with  me,  we  will  be  en- 
tirely alone,  and  it  will  give  us  time  to  go  over  the  matter  and 
weigh  it  thoroughly.  I  will,  in  that  case,  ask  die  favor  of  you  ♦'> 
furnish  yourself  with  suCh  notes  as  may  ascertain  the  present  c 
pense  of  the  posts,  for  one  day  in  the  week,  to  Boston  and  Ricli- 
inond,  and  enable  us  to  calculate  the  savings  which  may  be  made 
by  availing  ourselves  of  the  stagos.  Be  pleased  to  observe  dial 
die  stages  travel  all  the  day.  There  seems  nothing  necessary  for 
us  then,  but  to  hand  the  mail  along  through  the  night  till  it  may 
fall  in  with  another  stage  the  next  day,  if  motives  of  economy 
should  oblige  us  to  be  tlius  attentive  to  small  savings.  If  a  little 
latitude  of  expense  can  bo  allowed,  I  shoiijd  be  for  only  using  the 
stages  die  lirst  day,  and  then  have  our  riders.     I  am  anxious  dial 
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tfie  thing  should  be  begun  by  way  of  experiment,  for  a  short  dis- 
tance, because  1  believe  h  will  so  increase  the  income  of  the  post 
office  as  to  shew  we  may  go  through  with  it.  I  shall  hope  to  see 
you  at  three  o'clock. 

I   am,   with  great    esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

.  '    Th:  Jefferson.. 


LETTER    CI. 


TO    MR.  HAMMOND.     '  ' 


SFFEBSON. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  March  31,  l?<)i>. 


I  received  yesterday  your  favor  of  the  day  before,  and  imme- 
diately laid  it  before  the  President  of  the  United  States.  J  have 
it  in  charge  from  him  to  express  to  you  the  perfect  satisfaction 
which  thesd  assurances  on  the  part  of  youi-  court  have  given  him, 
that  Bowles,  who  is  the  subject  of  them,  is  an  unauthorised  im- 
postor. The  promptitude  of  their  disavowal  of  what  their  candor 
had  forbidden  him  to  credit,  is  a  new  proof  of  their  friendly  dis- 
positions, and  a  fresh  incitement  to  us  to  cherish  corresponding 
sentiments.  To  these  we  are  led  both  by  interest  and  inclination, 
and  I  am  authorised  to  assure  you  that  no  occasion  will  be  ohiitted 
on  our  part,  of  manifesting  their  sincerity. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  wiUi  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

^  '  Th;  Jefferson. 


i| 


LETTER    CH. 


TO   GOVERNOR    PINCKNEY. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  April  1,1703. 


Your  letter  of  January  the  8th  to  the  President  of  Ujo  United 
Slates,  having  been  referred  to  mo,  1  liave  given  the  subject  of  it 
as  mature  consideration  as  F  am  able.  'J\vo  neighboring  and  fr'se 
governments,  with  laws  equally  mild  and  just,  would  find  no  diftl- 
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culty  in  forming  a  convention  for  the  interchange  of  fugitive  crimi- 
nals. Nor  would  two  neighboring  despotic  governments,  with 
laws  of  equal  severity.  The  latter  wish  that  no  door  should  be 
opened  to  their  subjects  flying  from  the  oppression  of  their .  laws. 
The  fact  is,  that  most  of  the  governments  on  the  continent'  of 
Europe  have  such  conventions ;  but  England,  the  only  free  one 
till  lately,  has  never  yet  consented  either  to  enter  into  a  conven- 
tion for  this  purpose,  or  to  give  up  a  fugitive.  The  difficulty  be- 
tween a  free  government  and  a  despotic  one,  is  indeed  great.  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  Excellency  a  sketch  of  the 
considerations  which  occurred  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  which  I 
laid  before  the  President.  He  has,  in  consequence,  instructed 
me  to  prepare  a  project  of  a  convention,  to  be  proposed  to  the 
court  of  Madrid,  which  I  have  accordii^gly  done,  and  now  inclose 
a  copy  of  it.  I  wish  it  may  appear  to  you  satisfactory.  Against 
property  we  may  hope  it  would  be  effectual ;  whilst  it  leaves  a 
door  open  to  life  and  liberty  except  in  a  single  unquestionable 
case.  Messrs.  Carmichael  and  Short  will  be  insiructec'  to  make 
this  one  of  the  subjects  of  their  negotiation  with  the  court  of  Spain. 
I  havo  the  honor  to  be,  witli  senriments  of  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    cm. 


TO    COLONEL    HUMPHREYS. 


Philadelphia,  April  0,1 71>2. 
Dear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  were  of  the  29lh  of  November  and  die  13th  of 
December.  I  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Nos. 
34  to  44,  inclusive.  The  river  here  and  at  New  York  haviiia; 
remained  longer  blocked  witii  ice  than  has  been  usual,  has  occa- 
sioned a  longer  interval  than  usual  between  my  letters.  I  have 
particulnrly  to  acknowledge,  llial  Mr.  Barclay's  receipt  of  drafts 
from  you  on  our  bankers  u,  Holland  for  thirty-two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  florins  has  come  safely  to  my  hands,  and 
is  de[¥):iited  ii.  my  oflice  where  it  will  be  to  be  found  wrapped  in 
tlie  letter  in  which  it  came.  You  have  been  before  iiiformed  of 
the  failuR'  of  our  arms  against  the  hidians,  the  last  year.  General 
St.  Clair  has  now  resigned  that  command.     We  arc  raising  our 
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western  force  to  five  thousand  taea.  The  stock  jobbing  specula- 
tioas  have  occupied  some  of  our  countrymen  to  such  a  degree,  a^ 
to  give  sincere  uneasiness  to  those  who  would  rather  see  their 
capitab  employed  in  commerce,  manufactures,  buildings  and  agri- 
culture. The  failure  of  Mr.  Duer,  the  chief  of  that  description 
of  people,  has  -already •produced  some  other  bankruptcies,  and 
more  are  apprehended.  He  had  obtained  money  from  great 
numbers  of  small  tradesmen  and  farmers,  tempting  them  by  usu- 
rious interest,  which  has  made  the  distress  very  extensive.  Con- 
gress will  adjourn  within  a  fortnight.  The  President  negatived 
their  representation  bill,  as  framed  on  principles  contrary  to  the 
constitution.  I  suppose  another  will  be  passed,  allowing  simply  a 
represHptative  for  every  thirty  or  thirty-three  thousand,  in  each 
State.  The  troubles  in  the  French  island  continue  extreme ;  we 
have,  as  yet,  heard  of  the  arrival  but  of  a  few  troops.  There  be- 
gins to  be  reason  to  apprehend,,  the  negroes  will  perhaps  never  be 
entirely  redticed.  A  coimnission  has  issued  t^  Mr.  Carmichael  and 
Mt.  Short,  to  treat  with  the  court  of  Madrid  on  the  subjects  here- 
tofore in  negotiadon  between  us.  I  suppose  Mr.  Short  will  be 
in  Madrid  by  the  last  of  May.  We  expect  Major  Pinckney  here 
hourly,  on  his  way  to  London,  as  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
that  court.  For  a  state  of  our  t)ransactions  in  general,  l  refer  you 
to  the  newspapers  which  accompany  this.  I^put  under  your  cover 
letters  and  newspapers  for  Mr.  Carmichael  and  Mr.  BarclAy, 
which  I  pray  you  to  contrive  by  some  sure  conveyances.  We 
must  make  you  for  some  time,  the  common  centre  of  our  corres- 
pondence. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  respect  and  esteem.  Dear  Sir,' 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


i 
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LETTER    CIV. 


TO    MR.    UANMONP. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  April  12,  1792 


1  am  this  moment  favored  with  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  yesterday,  covering  the  extract  ol  a  British  statute  for* 
bidding  the  adniission  of  foreign  vessels  intc  any  {)orts  of  the 
British  dominions,  widi  goods  or  commodities  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duction or  manufacture  of  America.    The  effect  of  tliis  appears 
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to  me  so  extensive,  as  to  induce,  a  doubt  whether  I  understand 
rightly  the  determination  to  enforce  it,  which  you  notify,  and  to 
oblige  me  to  ask  of  you  whether  we  are  to  consider  it  as  so  lar  a 
rev(5cation  of  the  proclamation  of  your  government,  regulating  the 
commerce  between  the  two  countries,  and  that  henceforth  no  arti- 
cles of  the  growth,  production  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
are  to  be  received  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  in  ves^ 
sels  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales. 
;  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  es- 
teem and  respect,.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


The  Secretary  of  State. presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Ham- 
mond, and  incloses  him  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  which  he  has  prepared  to  accompany  Mr.  Ham- 
mond's communication  of  the  11th  and  letter  of  the  12th.  The 
whole  will  probably  be  laid  by  the  President  before  the  legislature, 
and  perhaps  communicated  to  the  public,  in  order  to  let  the  mer- 
chants know  that  they  need  not  suspend  their  shipments,  but  to  the 
islands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey.  Before  sending  the  letter  to -the 
President,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  chosen  to  conimunicate  it  to 
Mr.  Hammond  in  a  friendly  way,  being  desirous  to  know-  whether 
it  meets  his  approbation,  or  whether  he  would  wish  any  alterations 


m  II. 


■■«  -.'•■, 


April  13,  1792.    ' 


LETTER    L'VI. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  April  13, 179'^. 


I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
covering  a  clause  of  a  statute  of  that  country  relative  to  its  com- 
merce with  this,  and  notifying  a  determination  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution henceforward.     Conceiving  that  the  determination  announ- 
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FFERSON. 


ced  could  »iot  be  really,  iineant  as  extensively  as  ihe  words  import, 
I  asked  and  received  an  explanation  from  the  minister,  as  expressed 
in  the  letter  and  answer  herein  inclosed :  and  on  consideration  of 
all  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  confide  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  him,  that  its  sole  object  is  to  exclude  foreign  vessels  from  the 
islands  of  Jersey  and  Guei'nsey.  The  want  of.  proportion  be- 
tween the  motives  expressed  and  the  measure,  its  magnitude 
and  consequences,  total  silence  as  to  the  proclamation  on  which 
the  intercourse  between  the  two  countries  has  hltlierto  hung,  and 
of  which,  in  this  broad  sense,  it  would  be  a  revocation,  and  the 
recent  manifestations  of  the  disposition  of  that  government  to  con- 
cur with  this  in  mutual  offices  of  friendship  and  good  will,  support 
his  constrpction.  The  minister  moreover,  assured  me  verbally, 
that  he  would  immediately  write  to  his  court  for  an  explanation, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  is  of  opinion  that  the  u^ual  intercourse  of 
commerce  between  the  t^:o  countries  (Jersey  and  Guernsey  ex- 
cepted) need  not  be  suspended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  profound 
respect  and  attachment,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant,         •         ,..  , .  '     .  ,      . 

•    .        ,;  Th  :  Jefferson.    . 


r 
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LETTER   evil.. 


TO    MESSRS.    CARMICRAEL   AND    SHORT. 


Philadelphia,  April  24, 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

My  letter  of  March  the  18th  conveyed  to  you  full  powers  for 
treating  with  Spain  on  the  subjects  therein  expressed.  Since  t^at, 
our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  .the  case  of  fugitive  debtors  and 
criminals,  whereon  it  is  always  well  tliat  coterniinous  Statds  should 
understand  one  another,  as  far  as  their  ideas  on  the  rightful  powers 
of  government  can  be  made  to  go  together.  Where  they  sepa- 
rate, the  cases  may  be  left  unprovided  for.  The  inclosed  paper, 
approved  by  the  Presiderit,  will  explain  to  you  how  f^''  we  can  go, 
in  an  agreement  with  Spain  for  her  ie.rriiorks  oou'jring  on  us: 
and  the  plan  of  a  convention  is  diere  state!.  You  are  desired  to 
propose  the  matter  to  that  court,  and  establish  with  them  so  much 
of  It  as  they  approve,  filling  up  the  bfank  for  tlie  manner  of  the 
demand*  ;s  and  compliance  by  them,  in  such  way,  as  their 
law*"         HiO  organization  of  their  government  ;iiay  require.     But 
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recollect  Aat  they  bound  on  u;>  between  two  and^  three  tiiousand 
miles,  and  consequently^  that  they  should  authorise  a  delivery  by 
some  description  of  officers  to  be  found  on  every  inhabited  part 
of  their  border.  We  have  thought  it  best  to  agree,  specialty,  the 
manner  of  proceeding  in  our  country,'  on  a  demand  of  theirs,  be- 
cause the  convention  will  in  that  way  execute  itself^  without  the 
necessity  of  a  new  law  for  the  purpose.  Your  general  powers 
being  comprehensive  enough  to  take  in  this  subject,  no  new  ones 
are  issued  1 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th  :  Jevfbkson. 


■  ♦\^ 


[The  annexed  are  v  c  papr  v  referred  to  in  the  preceding.]   * 

Project  of  a  convention  with  the  Spanish  provinces.    , 

Any  person  having  committed  murder  of  malice  prepense,  not 
of  the  nature  of  treason,  within  the  United  States  or  the  Spanish 
provinces  adjoining  thereto,  and  fleeing  from  the  justice  of  the  ^coun- 
try, sh£^l  be  delivered  up  by  the  government  where  he  shall  be 
found,  to  tliat  from  which  he  fled,  whenever  demanded  by  the 
same. 

Tlie  manner  of  the  demand  by  the  Spanish  government,  and  of 
the  compliance  by  that  of  the  United  States^  shall  be  as  follows. 
The  person  authorised  by  the  Spanish  government  where  the 
murder  was  committed,  to  pursue  the  fugitive,  may  apply  to  any 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the  dis- 
trict judge  of  the  place,  where  the  fugitive  is,  exhibiting  proof  on 
oath  that  a  murder  has  been  committed  by  the  said  fugitive  within 
the  said  government,  who  shall  thereon  issue  his  warrant  to  the 
marslial  or  deputy  marshal  of  the  same  place,  to  arrest  the  fugi- 
tive and  have  him  before  the  said  district  judge ;  or  the  said  pur- 
suer may  apply  to  such  marshal  or  deputy  marshal  directly,  who, 
oh  exhibition  of  proof  as  aforesaid,  shall  thereupon  arrest  the  fu- 
gitive, and  carry  him  before  the  said  district  judge ;'  and  when  be- 
fore him  in  either  way,  he  shall,  within  not  less  than  ■ days, 

nor  more  than ,  hold  a  special  court  of  inquiry,  causing  a 

grand  jury  to  be  summoned  thereto,  and  charging  them  to  inquire 
whether  the  fugitive  hath  committed  a  murder,  not  of  the  nature 
of  treason,  within  the  province  demanding  him,  and  ob  their  find- 
ing'a  uue  bill,  the  judge  shall  ord^r  the  officer  in^tshose  custody 
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the  fugitive  is,  to  deliver  him  oVer  to  the  person -authorised  as 
aforesaid  to  receive  him,  and  shall  give  such  further  authorities  to 
aid  the  said  person  in  safe  keeping  and  conveying  the  said  fugi- 
tive to  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as  shall  be  necessary  and 
within  his  power* ;  and  his  powers  shall  expressly  extend  to  com- 
mand the  aid  of -posse  of  every  district  through  which  the  said 
fugitive  is  to  be  carried.  And  the  said  justices,  judges  and  other 
officers,  shall  use  in  the  premises  the  same  process  and  proceed- 
ings, mutatis  mutandis^  and  govern  themselves  by  the  same  princi- 
ples and  rules  of  law,  as  in  cases  of  murder  committed  on  the 
high  sdas. 

And  the  manner  of  demand  by  the  United  States  and  of  com- 
pliance by  the  Spanish  government,  shall  be  as  follows.  The 
person  authorised  by  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  by  the  district  judge  where  the  murder  was  commit- 
ted, tb  pursue  the  fugitive,  may  apply  to 

Evidence  on  oath,  though  written  and  ex  partt^  shall  have.i  ss 
same  weight  with  the  judge  and  grand  jury  in  the  preceding  cases, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  given  before  them  orally  and  in  presei.ce 
of  the, prisoner. 

The  courts  of  justice  of  the  said  States  and  provinces,  shall  I  a 
reciprocally  open  for  the  demand  arid  recovery  of  debts  due  to 
any  person  inhabiting -the  one,  from  any  person  fled  therefrc  .i  and 
found  in  the  other,  in  like  manner  as  they  are  open  to  their  own 
citizens ;  likewise,  for  the  recovery  of  the  property,  or  the  value 
thereof,  carried  away  from  any  person  inhabiting  die  one,  by  any 
person  fled  therefrom  and  found  in  the  other^  whicji  carrying  away 
shall  give  a  right  of  civil  action,  whether  the  fugitive  came  to  the 
original  possession  lawfully  or  unlawfully,  even  feloniously ;  like- 
wise, for  the  recovery  of  damages  sustained  by  any  forgery  com- 
mitted by  such  fugitive.  And  the  same  provlsicm  shall  hold  in 
favor  of  the  representatives  of  the  original  creditor  or  sufferer,  and 
against  the  representatives-  of  the  original  debtor,  carrier  away  or 
forger  ;  also,  in  favor  of  either  government  or  of  corporations,  as  of 
natural  persons.  But  in  no  case,  shall  the  person  of  the  defendant 
be  imprisoned  for  the  debt,  though  the  process,  whether  original, 
mesne,  or  final,  be  for  the  form  sake  directed  against  his  person. 
If  the  time  between  the  flight  and  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
tion exceed  not years,  it  shall  be  counted  but  as  one  day 


under  any  act  of  limitations. 
This- convention  shall  continue  in  force 


years, from  the*' 


:? 


exchahge  of  ratifications,  and  shall  not  extend  to  any  thing  hiap- 
pening  previous  to  such  exchange. 
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Heads  of  consideraiion  on  the  establishment  of  conventions  between 
the  United  States  and  their  neighborsj  for  the  mutual  delivery 
of  fugitives  from  justice. 

Has  a  nation  a  right  to  punish  a  person  who  has  not  ofieixded 
itself?  Writers  on  the  law  of  nature  agree  thai  it  has  not.  That, 
on  the  contrary,  exiles  and  fugitives  are,  to  it,  ns  other  strangers, 
and  have  a  right  of  residence,  unless  their  presence  would  be  nox- 
ious; e.  g.  infectious  persons.  One  writer  extends  the  exception 
to  atrocious  criminals,  too  imminently  dangerous  to  society ;  namely, 
to  pirates,  murderers,  and  incendiaries.     Vattel,  L.  1.5.  233. 

The  punishment  o(  piracy  being  provided  for  by  our  laWs,  need 
not  be  so  by  convention. 

Murder.  Agreed  that  this  is  one  of  the  extreme  crimes  justify- 
ing a  denial  of  habitation,  arfest  and  re-delivery.  It  should  be 
carefully  restrained  by  definition  to  homicide  of  malice  prepense^ 
and  not  of  the  nature  of  treason. 

Incendiaries,  or  those  guilty  of  arson.  This  crime  is  so  rare  as 
not  to  call  for  extraordinary  provision  by  a  convention.  The  only 
rightful  subject  then  of  arrest  and  delivery,  for  which  we  have 
necdi  is  murder.  Ought  we  to  wish  to  strain  the  natural  right  of 
arresting  and  re-delivering  fugitiyes  to  other  cases  ? 

The  punishment  of  all  real  crimes  is  certainly^  desirable,  as  a 
security  to  society ;  the  security  is  greater  in  proportion  as  the 
chances  of  avoiding  punishment  are  less.  But  -does  the  fugitive 
from  his  country  avoid  punishment  ?  He  incurs  exile,  not  volun- 
tary, but  under  |i  moral  necessity  as  strong  as  physical.  Exile, 
in  some  countries,  has.  been  the  highest  punishment  allowed  by 
the  laws.  To  most  mind^  it  is  next  to  death  ;  to  many  beyond  it. 
The  fugitive  indeed  is  not  of  the  latter  ;  he  must  estimate  it  some- 
what less  than  death.  It  may  be  said  that  to  some,  as  foreigners, 
it  is  no  punishment. 

Answer.  These  cases  are  few.  Laws  are  to  be  made  for  the 
mas6  of  cases.  '.        . 

The  object  of  a  convention  then,  in  other  cases,  would  be,  that 
the  fugitive  might  not  avoid  the  difference  between  exile  and  the 
legal  punishment  of  the  case.  Now  in  wh^t  case  would  this  differ- 
ence he  yo  impon^nt,  as  to  overweigh  even  the  single  inconve- 
nience of  muhiplying  compacts  ? 

1.  Treason.  This,  when  !eal,  merits  the  highest  punishment. 
But  most  codes  extend  their  definitions  of  treason  to  acts  not 
really  against  one's  country.  They  do  not  distinguish  between 
acts  against  the  government  and  acts  against  the  oppressions  of  the 
government :  the  latter  are  virtues ;  yet  have  furnished  more  vie- 
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3  SO  rare  as 


J 


tims  to  the  executioner  than  the  former ;  because  real  treasons 
are  rare ;  oppressions  frequent.  The  upsuccessful  strugglers 
agamst  tyranny,  have  been  the  chief  martyrs  of  treason  laws  in  all 
countries.  . 

Reformation  of  government  with  our  neighbors,  being  a»  much 
wanted  now  as  reformation  of  religion  is,  or  ever  was  any  where, 
we  should  not  wish  then,  to  give  up  to  the  executioner,  the  pauriot 
who  fails,  and  flees  to  us.  Treasons  then,  taking  the  simulated 
^  Ji  the  real  J  are  sufficiently  punished  by  exile. 

2.  Crimes  against  property  ;  the  punishment  in  most  countrie.s, 
immensely  disproportionate  to  the  crime. 

In  England  and  probably  in  Canada,'  to  steal  a  horse  is  death, 
the  first  offence ;  to  steal  above  the  value  of  twelve  pence  is  death, 
the  second  offence.  All  excess  of  punishment  is  a  crime.  To 
remit  a  fugitive  to  excessive  punishment  is  to  be  accessary  to  the 
crime.  Ought  we  to  wish  for  the  obligation,  or  the  right  to  do  it? 
Better,  on  the  whole,  to  consider  these  crimes  as  sufficiently  pu- 
nished by  the  exile. 

There  is  one  crime,  however,  against  property,  pressed  by  its 
consequences  into  more  particular  notice,  to  wii; 

Forgery f  whether  of  coin  or  paper;  and  whether  paper  of  J9m6- 
lic  or  private  obligation.  But  the  fugitive  for  forgery  is  punished 
by  exile  and  confiscation  of  the  property  he  leaves  :  to  wbidi 
add  by  convention,  a  civil  action  against  the  property  he  calrries 
or  acquires,  to,  the  amount  of  the  specnal  damage  done  by  his 
forgery. 

The  carrying  away  of  the  property  of  another,  rtiay  also  be  rea- 
sonably made  to  found  a  civil  action.  A  convention,  then  may 
include  forgery  and  the  carrying  away  the  property  of  odiers,  uH" 
der  the  head  of,  ' .        * 

3.  Flight  from  dehts.  "   >;  -^  ■^>/  -'    ■ 

To  remit  the  fugitive  in  this  case,  would .  be  to  remit  him  in 
every  case.  For  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  is  next  to  impos- 
sible not  to  owe  something.  But  I  see  neitlier  injustice  nor  in- 
convenience in  permitting  the  fugitive  to  be  sued  in  our  courts. 
The  laws  of  some  countries  punishing  the  unfortunate  debtor  by  per- 
petual imprisoment;  he  is  right  to  liberate  himself  by  flight,  and  it 
would  be  wrong  to  '•e-imprison  him  in  the  countiy  to  which  he 
'flies.     Let  all  process,  ilierefore,  be  confined  to  his  property. 

Murder^  not  amouating  to  treason,  being  the  only  case  in  which 
the  fugitive  is  to  be  delivered  ; 

On  what  evidence^  and  hy  whom,  shall  he  be  delivered  ? 

In  this  country,  let  any  justice,  of  the  Suprome  Court  of  the 
United  States,  or  other  judge  of  the  disuict  where  the  fugitive  is 
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found,  use  the  same  proceedings  as  for  a  murder  committed  on 
the  high  seas,  until  ihe  finding  of  the  ^  true  bilP  by  the  grand  jury ; 
but  evidence  on  oath  from  the  country  demanding  him,  though  in 
toriting  and  ex  parte,  should  have  the  same  effect  as  if  delivered 
orallyi  at  the  examinati&n. 

A  true  bill  beinc  found  by  the  grand  jury,  let  the  officer  in 
whose  custody  the  fugitive  is,  deliver  liim  to  the  person  charged  to 
demand  and  receive  him. 

In  the  British  provinces  adjoining  Us,  the  same  proceedings 
will  do. 

In  the  Spanish  provinces,  a  proceeding  adapted  to  the  course  of 
their  laws  should  be  agreed  on. 

.  March  22, 1702.  *        .   •       '    -'  \  '     .;■         , 


*    *. 
LETTER    UVllI. 

TO   GOUVERNEUR    MORRIS. 


0 


t , 


:  )  Philadelphia,  April  28, 17t^. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  letter  to  you  was  of  the  10th  of  March.  The  prece- 
ding one  of  January  the  23rd,  had  conveyed  to  you  your  appoint- 
ment as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  France.  The 
present  will,  I  hope,  find  you  there.  I  now  inclose  you  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  minister 
of  France,  on  the  subject  of  the  monies  fiimished  to  the  dis- 
tressed of  their  colonies.  You  will  perceive  that  the  minister 
chose  to  leave  the  adjustment  of  tlie  terms  to  be  settled  at  Paris, 
between  yourself  and  the  King's  ministers.  This  you  will  there- 
fore be  pleased  to  do  on  this  principle ;  that  we  wish  to  avoid  any 
loss,  by  the  mode  of  payment,  but  would  not  chpose  to  make  a  gain 
which  should  throw  loss  on  them.  But  the  letters  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  will  sufiiciendy  explain  the  desire  of  the 
government,  and  be  a  sufficieht  guide  to  you. 

I  npw  inclose  you  the  act  passed  by  Cqngress  for  facilitating 
the  execulion  of  the  consular  convention  with  France.  In  a  bill 
which  has  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  for  raising  monies 
for  the  support  of  the  Indian  war,  while  the  duties  on  every  other 
species  of  wine  are  raised  from  one  to  three  fourths  morei  than 
they  were,  the  best  Wines  of  France  will  pay  httle  more  than  the 
worst  of  any  other  country,  to  wit,  between  six  and  seven  cents  a 
bottle ;  and  where  this  exceeds  fwty  per  cent  on  their  cost,  they 
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will  pay  but  the  forty  per  €ci\u  t  consider  this  latter  provision  as 
likely  to  introduce  in  abundance  the  cheaper  wines  of  France, 
andtlie  more  so,  as  the  tax  on  ardent  spirits  is  considerably  raised. 
I  hope  that  these  manifestations  of  friendly  dispositions  towards 
that  country,  will  induce  them  to  repeal  the  very  obnoxious  laws 
respectii^  our  comme-ce,  which  were  passed  by  the  preceding 
National  Assembly.  Tiie  present  session  of  Congress  will  pass 
over,  without  any  other  notice  of  them  than  the  friendly  prefer- 
ences before  mentioned.  But  if  these  should  not  produce  a  re- 
taliation of  good  on  their  part,  a  retaliation  of  evil  must  follow  on 
ours.  It  wiU  be  impossible  to  defer  longer  than  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  some  counter  regulations  for  the  protection  of  our 
navigation  and  commerce.  I  must  entreat  you  therefore,  to  avail 
yourself  of  every  occasion  of  friendly  remonstrance  on  this  sub- 
ject. If  they  wish  an  equal  and  cordial  treaty  with  us,  we  are 
ready  to  enter  into  it.  We  would  wish  that  this  'Could  be  tlie 
scene  of  negotiation,,  from  considerations  suggested  by  the  nature 
of  our  government,  which  will  readily  occur  to  you.  Congress 
will  rise  on  this  day  sen'night.  I  inclose  you  a'  tetter  from. Mrs: 
Greene,,  who  asks  your  aid  in  getting  her  son  forwarded  by  the 
Diligence  to  London,  o(i  his  way  to  America.  The  letter  will 
explain  to  you  the  mode  and  the  means,  and  the  parentage  and 
genius  of  the  young  gentleman  will  insure  your  aid  to  him.  As 
this  goes  by  the  French  packet,  I  send"  no  newspapers,  laws,  or 
other  arucles  of  that  kind,  the  postage  of  whicA  would  be  high. 

.  I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Pear  Sir,  your  most  obe-; 
dient  and  most  humble  servant,    •     r-*' '      ' 
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CIRCULAR   To   THE 

AJMERICAN 

CONSULS.              .    .J 

.'■> 


Sir, 


.    «      .    *  Philadelphia,  May  31, 179a. 

•  •  .,  .•"  ,**Uf.  ,:  '!*  ^  <  •  •'  1*^;  -•  • 
'  Congresis  having  riosed  their  session  on  die  8th  instatit,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  forward  you  a  copy  of  the  laWs  passed  thereat. 
One  of  t\ese,  chapter  twenty-four,  will  require  your  particular 
attention,  as  if  contains  such  regulations  relative  to  the  consular 
office,. as  it. has  been  thought  proper  to  estaUsh  legislatively. 
^  -Witli  respect  to  the  security  required  by  the  sixdi  section,  i 
»V..  Vol    hi.  22     . -^  -•;   *,\.«*  •   ' 
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would  prefer  pcnsons  residing  within  tho  tJnited  States,  where  the 
party  can  procr"e  such  to  be  his  security.  In  this  case,  his  own 
bond  duly  executed  may  be  sent  to  me,  and  his  sureties  here  may 
enter  into  a  separate  bond.     \\  iiere  the  party  cannot  conveniently 

'  find  sureties  within  the  United  States,  my  distance  and  want  of 
means  of  kndwing  their  sufficiency,  oblige  me  to  refer  him  to  the 
minister  or  charge  des  afiaires  of  the  United  States,  within  the 
same  government,  if  there  be  one,  and  if  not,  then  to  the  minister 
of  the  United  States,  resident  at  Paris.  The  securities  v»hich  they 
shall  approve,  vviU  be  admitted  as  good.  In  like  manner,  the  ac- 
count for  their  disbursements,  authorised  by  this  law,  (and  no 
other  can  be  alk)wed)  are  to  be  settled  at  stated  periods  with  the 
minister  or  charge  within  tlieir  residence,  if  there  be  one,  if  none, 
then  with  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  at  Paris.  The  per- 
son who  settles  the  account  is  authorised  to  pay  it.  Our  consuls 
in  America  are  not  meant  to  be  included  in  tliese  directions  as 
tosecurityship  and  the  setdement  of  their  accounts,  as  their  situa- 
tion gives  them  a  more  convenient  communicauon  wiUi  me.  Jt  is 
also  recommended  to  the  consuls  to  keep  an  ordinary  correspond- 
ence with  the  minister  or  charge  to  whom  they  are  thus  referred ; 
but  it  would  be  also  useful,  if  they  could  forward  directly  to  me, 
from  time  to  time^  the  prices  current  of  their  place,  and  any  other 
circumstances  which  it  might  be  interesting  to  make  -known  to 
our  merchants  wrthout  delay. 

The  ju'ices  of  our  funds  have  undergoTjo  some  variations  within 
tlie  last  three  months.  Tlie  six  per  cents  wore  pushed  by  gan[i- 
bling  adventui-ers  up  to  twenty-six  and  a  half,  or  twenty-seven  and 
a  halj'  shillings  the  pound.  A  bankruptcy  having  taken  place 
jtmong  these,  and  considerably  affected  the  more  respectable  part 
of  the  paper  holders,  a  greater  quantity  of  paper  was  thrown 
suddenly  on  the  market  llian  there  was  demand  or  money  to  takn 
.  up.  The  prices  fell  lo  nineteen  shillings.  This  crisis  has  passed, 
and  they  arc  getting  up  towards  their  value.  I^hough  the  price  of 
public  paper  is  Considered  as  the  baioineter  of  the  public  credit,  it 
IS  truly  so  only  I's  to  the  general  average  of  prices.  The  real  credit 
of  the  United  States  depends  ou  their  ability,  and  the  immutability 

.  of  their  will  to  pay  their  debts.  These  were  as  evident  when 
their  paper  fell  tc  nineteen  shillings,  nawhtMi  itwas  at  twenty-seven 
slwllings.  The  momentary  variation  was  like  tliat  in  the  price  of 
corn,  or  arty  oth«r  commodity,  the  result  of  a  momentary  dispro- 
portion between  the  demand  and  supply. 

The  unsuccessHil  ^sue  of  our  expedition  agninat  the  savages 
the  last  year,  is  not  umtnown  to  you.  More  ade(}iiate  preparations 
are  making  for  the  present  year,  and  in  the  mean  lime,  some  of 
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tlie  tribes  liavo  accepted  peace,  and  otiicrs  liavQ  expressed  a  readi- 
ness to  do  the  same. 

Another  plentiful  year  has  been  added  to  those  which  had  pre- 
ceded it,  and  the  present  bids  fair  to  be  equally  so.  A  prosperity 
built  on  the  basis  of  agriculture  is  that  which. is  most  desirable  to 
us,  because  to  the  efforts  of  labor  it  adds  the  efforts  of  a  greater 
proportion  of  soil.  The  checks,  however,  which  the  commercial 
regulations  of  Europe  have  given  to  die  sale  of  our  produce,  have 
produced  a  very  considerable  degree  of  domestic  manufacture, 
which,  so  far  as  it  is  of  the  household  kind,  will  doubtless  con- 
tinue, and  so  far  as  it  is  more  public,  will  depend  on  Uie  continu- 
ance or  discontinuance  of  tlie  European  policy. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vtnt,  .  ', 

.•  ■     '    '  ■'     'Th:  Jes"ferson. 
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LETTER   CX-, 


TO   JOHN    PAUL   JONES. 


Sir, 


I'hila'iolnhia,  Juno  1,  1792. 


The  President  of  the  United  States  having  thought  proper  to 
appoint  yon  commissioner  for  treating  with  the  Dcy  P"a  govern- 
ment of  Algiers,  on  the  subjects  of  peace  and  rriisom  of  our  cap- 
tives, I  have  tlie  honor  to  inclose  you  the  conmiissions,  of  which 
Mr.  Tliom&s  Pinckriey,  now  on  his  way  to  London  as  our  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  there,  will  be  the  bearer.  Supposing  that  there 
exists  a  disposition  to  thwart  our  negotiations  witii  tiio  Algerines ; 
and  that  this  would  be  very  practicable,  we  have  thought  it  ad- 
visable that  the  knowledge  oi  tiiis  appointment  should  rest  with 
the  President,  Mr.  Pinckncy  and  myself;  for  which  roas6n  you 
will  perceive,  that  the  commissions  are  all  in  my  own  hand  writ- 
ing. For  the  same  reason,  entire  secrecy  is  recommended  to 
you,  and  that  you  so  cover  from  the  public  your  departure  and 
destination,  as  that  they  may  not  ho  conjectured  or  noticed ;  and 
at  the  same  time,  that  you  set  out  after  as  short  delay  as  yoMr 
affairs  will  possibly  permit. 

In  order  to  enable  you  to  enter  on  this  business  with  full  informa- 
tion^ it  will  be  necessary  to  give  you  a  history  of  what  has  passed. 

On  tlie  25tli  of  JuFy,  1785,  the  schooner  Maria,  Captain  Ste- 
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yens,  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Foster,  of  Boston,  was  taken. ofF  Cape 
St.  Vincents,  by  an  Algerine  cruiser ;  and  five  days  afterwards, 
the  ship  Dauphin,  Captain  O'Bryan,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Irwins 
of  Philadelphia,  was  taken  by  another,  about  fifty  leagues  west- 
ward of  Lisbon.  These  vessels,  with  their  cargoes  and  crews, 
twemy-one  persons  in  number,  were  carried  into  Algiers.  Mr. 
John  Lambe,  appointed  agent  for  treating  of  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  the  government  of  Algiers,  was  ready  to  set  out 
from  France  on  that  business,  when  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  heard 
of  these  two  captures.  The  ransom  of  prisoners  being  a  case  noi 
existing  when  our  powers  were  prepared,  no  provision  had  been 
made  for  it.  We  thought,  however,  we  ought  to  endeavor  to 
ransom  our  countrymen,  without  waiting  for  orders ;  but  at  the 
same  time,  that  acting  without  authority,  we  should  keep  wilhiii 
the  lowest  price  which  hid  been  given  by  any  other  nation. 
We  therefore  gave  a  supplementary  instruction  to  Mr.  Lambe  lo 
ransom  our  captives,  if  it  could  be  done  for  two  hundred  dollars 
a  man,  as  we  know  that  three  hundred  French  captives  had  been 
just  ransomed  by  the  Mathurins,  at  a  price  very  little  above  this 
sum.  F3  proceeded  to  Algiers;  but  his  mission  proved  fruitless. 
He  wrote  us  V;ord  from  tlience,  that  the  Dey  asked  fifty-nine 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  for  the  twenty-one 
captives,  and  that  it  was  not  probable  he  would  abate  much  from 
that  price.  But  ho  never  intimated  an  idea  of  agreeing  to  give  it. 
As  he  has  never  setUed  the  accounts  of  his  mission,  no  further  in- 
formation has  been  received.  It  has  been  said  tliat  ho  entered 
into  a  positive  stipulation  with  the  Dey,  to  pay  for  die  prisoners 
the  price  above  mentioned,  or  something  near  it ;  and  that  he 
came  away  wiUi  an  assurance  to  return  witii  the  money.  Wo 
caiHiot  believe  the  fact  Uue  :  and  if  it  were,  we  disavow  it  totally, 
as  far  beyond  his  [Miwers.  We  have  never  disavowed  it  formally, 
because  it  has  never  come  to  our  knowledge  with  any  degree  ol 
certainty. 

In  February,  1787,  1  wrote  to  Congress  to  ask  leave  to  employ 
the  MaUuu'ins  of  France  in  ransoming  our  captives  ;  and  on  the 
I'Jlh  of  September,  1  received  their  orders  lo  do  so,  and  to  call 
for  die  money  from  our  bankers  at  Anistcidam,  as  soou  as  it  could 
be  finiiished.  It  was  long  before  they  could  furnish  tijo  money, 
and  as  soon  as  they  notified  that  they  coultl,  die  business  was  put 
into  train  by  the  Cienend  of  the  Madunins,  not  with  the  :ip|»eHranco 
of  acting  lor  the  United  States,  or  with  their  knowi( dgt;,  hut  mere- 
ly on  the  u.sual  ground  oi'  charity.  This  expedieni  was  rendered 
abortive  by  tl»o  revi)liuion  of  France,  die  (leran;ion>ePt  of  eccle- 
siastical orilers  dicn;  and  th»!   revocation  of  church  properly,  be- 
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fere  any  proposition,  perhaps,  liad  been  made  in  form  by  the  Ma- 
thurins  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  I  have  some  reason  to  believe 
that  Mr.  Eustace,  while  in  Spain,  endeavored  to  engage  the  court 
of  Spain  to  employ  their  Mathurins  in  iliis  business ;  but  whether 
diey  actually  moved  in  it  o.'  not,  I  have  never  learned. 

We  have  also  been  told,  that  a  Mr.  Simpson  of  Gibraltar,  by 
the  direction  of  the  Messrs.  Buikeleys  of  Lisbon,  contracted  for 
tlie  ransom  of  our  prisoners  (then  reduced  by  death  and  ransom 
to  fourteen)  at  thirty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two 
dollars.  By  whose  orders  they  did  ii,  we  could  never  learn.  I 
iiave  suspected  it  was  some  association  in  London,  which,  finding 
liie  prices  far  above  their  conception,  did  not  go  through  with 
d)eir  purjwse,  which  probably  had  been  merely  a  philanthropic 
one.     Be  this  as  it  may,  it  was  without  our  autiiorily  or  knowledge. 

Again,  Mr.  Cathalan,  our  consul  at  Marseilles,  without  any  in- 
struction from  die  government,  and  actuated  merely,  as  we  pre- 
sume, by  willingness  to  do  something  agreeable,  set  on  foot  ani 
other  negotiation  for  their  redemption;  vvliieh  ended- in  nothing. 

These  several  volunteer  interreronces,  though  undertaken  \Yith 
good  intcndons,  run  directly  counter  to  our  plan  ;  which  w&s,  to 
avoid  the  a[)pearance  of  any  purpose  on  our  part  ever  to  ransom 
our  captives,  and  by  that  semblance  of  neglect,  to  reduce  the  de- 
mands of  tlie  Algorines  to  such  a  price,  as  might  make  it  hereafter 
less  their  interest  to  pursue  our  citizens  than  any  others.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  supposctl  all  these  propositions  directly  o 
liidireclly  canjo  from  us  ;  they  inferred  from  thence  die  f^rcuicst 
anxiety  on  our  part,  where  we  had  been  endeavoring  to  niakc 
Miem  su[)j)ose  there  was  none  ;  kept  up  their  demands  for  our 
(Mipiivcs  at  die  highest  juices  ever  paid  hy  any  nation  ;  and  dius 
llieso  charitable,  though  unauthonsed  interpositions,  have  had  the 
double  elFect  of  strengdicning  the  chains  they  were  meant  to  break, 
and  making  us  at  last  set  a  much  higher  rate  of  ransom  for  our 
<;itizens,  present  and  ftUur(^,  dian  we  probably  should  have  obtain- 
ed, if  we  had  heen  lel't  alone  to  do  our  own  work  in  our  own 
way.  Thus  stands  this  business  then  at  |)resent.  A  i'ormal  bar- 
gain, as  1  am  informed,  being  rugisteied  in  the  lK)()k.sol'  iha  former 
l)ey,  on  the  part  of  the  Buikeleys  of  Lisbon,  which  they  suppose 
to  \u)  obligatory  on  us,  but  which  is  to  be  utterly  disavowed,  as 
having  never  been  authorised  by  us,  nor  its  soiuce  even  known  to 
us. 

In  1790,  this  subject  was  laid  before  Congress  fully,  an<l  at  the 
late  session,  monies  have  been  provide<l,  and  authority  given  to 
piocood  to  the  ransom  of  cnn*  captive  citi/.ens  at  Algiois,  provided 
it  shall  not  exceed  a  given  sum,  and  providcil  uLsu,  a  peace  ahall 
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be  previously  negotiated  within  certain  limits  of  expense.  And  in 
consequence  of  dicse  proceedings,  your  mission  has  been  dec'Viea 
on  by  the  Presi«^ent. 

Slti'fe,  then,  no  ransom  is  to  take  place  without  a  peaccy  you 
■'A'i[\  o*  course  take  up  first,  the  negotiation  of  peace ;  or.  if  you 
find  it  better  tliat  peace  and  ransom  should  be  treated  of  together, 
you  will  take  care  diat  no  agreement  for  the  latter  be  concluded, 
unless  the  former  be  established  before  or  in  the  same  instant. 

As  to  the  conditions,  it  is  understood  diat  no  peace  can  be  made 
*  with  that  goveniment,  but  for  a  larger  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  at 
once  for  the  whole  time  of  its  durauon,  or  for  a  smaller  one  to  be 
onnually  paid.  The  former  plan  we  entirely  refuse,  and  adopt 
tlie  latter.  We  have  also  understood  that  pence  might  be  bought 
cheaper  with  naval  stores  than  with  money :  but  we  will  not  fur- 
nish them  naval  stores,  because  we  think  it  not  right  to  furnish 
them  means  which  we  know  they  will  employ  to  do  wrong,  and 
Jbecause  there  might  be  no  economy  in  it  as  to  ourselves,  in  the 
end,  as  it  would  increase  the  expenses  of  that  coercion  which  we 
may  in  future  be  obliged  to  practise  towards  them.  The  only  ques 
lion  then,  is,  what  sum  of  money  will  we  agree  to  pay  them  annu- 
ally f  for  peace  ?  By  a  letter  from  Captain  O'Bryan,  a  copy  of  which 
you  will  receive  herewith,  we  have  his  opinion  that  a  peace  could  be 
purchased  with  money,  for  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or  with 
naval  stores,  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  An  annual  pay- 
ment equivalent  to  the  first,  would  be  three  thousand  po;mds 
sterling,  or  thirteen  thousand  and  five  hundred  dollars,  the  interest 
of  the  sum  in  gross.  If  we  could  obtain  it  for  as  small  a  sum  rts 
the  second,  in  money,  the  annual  payment  equivalent  to  it  would 
be  five  thousand  dollars.  In  anodier  part  of  the  same  letter, 
Captain  O'Byran  says,  'if  maritime  siore?  ""id  two  light  cruisers  be 
given,  and  a  tribute  paid  in  maritime  rif  w  every  two  years, 
amounting  to  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  Auieiica,'  a  peace  can  be 
bad.  T1k3  gift  of  stores  and  cruisers  here  supposed,  converted 
into  an  atniual  equivalent,  may  bo  slaved  at  nine  thousand  dollars, 
and  adding  to  it  half  the  biennial  sum.  Would  make  fifteen  ihon- 
saud  dollars,  lo  be  annually  paid.  You  will,  of  courst?,  use  your 
best  endeavors  to  get  it  at  die  lowest  sum  practicable ;  whereupon 
I  shall  only  say,  that  we  should  be  pleased  witii  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, conlentcd  wiUi  fifteen  thousand,  think  twenty  thousand  a  very 
hard  bargain,  yet  go  as  far  as  twenty-fiv(!  thousand,  if  it  bo  impossible 
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t»;  gel  it  .for  less  ;  but  not  a  coj)por  fmtlior,  this  being  fixed  Dy 
as  d;o  uunost  limit.  These  are  meant  as  annual  sums.  If  you 
CHU  put  off  tl.  first  annual  payment  to  the  end  of  the  first  year, 
you  may  employ  any  sum  n  tt  exceeding  that,  in  presents  to  be 
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paid  dovu  uv.i  if  the  first  payment  is  to  be  made  in  hand,  that 
md  liiC'  presents  cannot  by  law  exceed  twenly-fivo  thoijiuul 
dollars. 

And  here  we  meet  a  dilTicuUy,  arising  from  the  smnl?  degree 
of  information  we  have  respecting  the  Barbary  States.  Tunis  is 
said  to  be  tributary  to  Algiers.  But  whellier  the  effect  of  this  be, 
that  peace  being  made  witli  Algiers,  is  of  course  with  the  Tu- 
nisians without  separate  treaty,  or  separate  price,  is  what  we 
know  not.  If  it  be  possible  to  have  it  placed  on  this  footing,  so 
much  the  better.  In  any  event,  it  will  be  necessary  to  stipulate 
with  Algiers,  that  her  influence  be  interposed  as  strongly  as  pos- 
sible with  Tunis,  whenever  we  shall  proceed  to  treat  with  the 
latter ;  which  cannot  be  till  information  of  tlie  event  of  your  nego- 
tiation, and  another  session  of  Congress. 

As  to  the  articles  and  form  of  the  treaty  in  general,  our  treaty 
witli  Morocco  was  so  well  digested  that  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
diat,  to  be  tlie  model  wiUi  AJgiers,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  obtained, 
only  inserting  the  clause  with  respect  to  Tunis. 

The  ransom  of  the  captives  is  next  to  bo  considered.  They 
are  now  thirteen  in  number ;  to  wit,  Richard  O'Bryan  and  Isaac 
Stev'ens,  captains,  Andrew  Montgomery  and  /Vlexander  Forsyth, 
mates,  .lacob  Tessanier,  a  French  passenger,  William  Patterson, 
Philip  Sloan,  Peleg  Lorin,  James  Hall,  James  CaUicart,  George 
Smith,  Jolm  Gregory^  James  Hermit,  seamen.  It  has  been  a 
fixed  principle  with  Congress,  to  establish  the  rate  of  ransom  of 
American  captives  with  the  Barbary  States  at  as  low  a  point  as 
possible,  that  it  may  not  be  die  interest  of  those  States  to  go  in 
(jfjest  of  our  citizens  in  preference  to  tho:,u  of  oilier  countries. 
Had  it  not  been  fqr  the  danger  it  would  have  brought  on  the  resi- 
due of  our  seamen,  by  exciting  the  cupidity  of  those  rovers  against 
diem,  our  citiKens  now  in  Algiers  would  have  been  long  ago  re- 
deemed, without  regard  to  price.  The  mere  money  for  this  par- 
ticular redemption  neither  has  been,  nor  is,  an  object  wiUi  any 
body  hero.  It  is  from  tlie  same  regard  to  die  safety  of  our  sea- 
men at  large,  that  they  have  now  restrained  us  from  any  ransom 
unaccompanied  with  peace.  This  being  secured,  we  are  led  to 
consent  to  terms  of  ransom,  to  vvJiich,  otherwise,  our  government 
never  would  have  consented ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  terms  stated 
by  Captain  O'Brynn  in  the  following  passage  of  die  same  letter. 
'  By  giving  llu;  minister  of  the  marine  (the  present  Dey's  favorite) 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  sequins,  I  would  stake  my  life  that  wo 
would  be  ransomed  for  thirteen  thousand  sequins,  and  all  expenses 
included.'  Extravagant  as  this  sum'  is,  we  will,  under  Uie  security 
of  peace  in  future,  go  so  far ;  not  doubting,  at  the  same  time,  that 
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you  wiU  obtain  it  as  much  lower  as  possible,  and  not  indeed  with- 
out a  hope  that  a  lower  ransom  will  be  practicable,  from  the  assu- 
rances given  us  in  other  letters  from  Captain  O'Bryan,  that  prices 
are  likely  to  be  abated  by  the  present  Dey,  and  particularly  with 
us,  towards  whom  he  has  been  represented  as  well  disposed. 
You  will  consider  this  sum,  therefore,  say  twenty-seven  thousand 
dollars,  as  your  ultimate  limit,  including  ransom,  duties,  and  grati- 
fications of  every  kind. 

As  soon  a;?  the  ransom  is  completed,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
have  the  caplives  well  clothed  and  sent  home  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States,  with  as  much  economy  as  will  consist  with  tlieir 
reasonable  comfort.  It  is  thought  best,  that  Mr.  Pinckney,  our 
minister  at  London,  should  be  the  confidential  channel  of  commu- 
nicadon  between  us.  He  is  enabled  to  answer  your  drafts  for 
money  within  the  limits  before  expressed  ;  and  as  this  will  be  by 
re-drawing  on  Amsterdam,  you  must  settle  with  him  the  number 
of  days  after  sights  at  which  your  bills  shall  be  payable  in  London, 
so  as  <6  give  him  time,  in  the  mean  while,  to  draw  the  money  from 
Amsterdam.  •        t     „."*w     »     -rsi 

We  shall  be  anxious  to  know  as  soon  and  as  often  as  possible, 
your  prospects  m  these  negotiations.  You  will  receive  herewith 
a  cypher,  which  will  enable  you  to  make  them  wiUi  safety.  Lon- 
don and  liisbon  (where  Colonel  Humphreys  will  forward  my  let- 
ters) will  be  tlsj  safest  and  best  ports  of  communication*.  1  also 
inclose  two  separate  commissions,  for  the  objects  of  peace  and 
ransom.  T'.i  these  is  added  a  commission  to  you  as  consul  for 
the  United  States,  at  Algiers,  on  the  possibility  tliat  it  might  bo 
.useful  for  you  to  remain  there  till  the  ratification  of  the  tieaties 
shall  bt'  returned  from  hence ;  thougli  you  are  not  to  delay  till 
their  return  the  sending  the  captives  home,  nor  the  necessary 
payrrtents  of  money  vN-iilMii  the  limits  before  prescribed.  Should 
you  be  willing  to  roniain  there,  even  after  the  completion  ol  tlic 
business,  as  coiu^ul  for  the  United  States,  you  will  be  free  to  do 
so,  giving  me  notice,  that  no  other  nomination  mfiy  be  ijiade. 
These  commissions,  being  issued  during  tlie  recess  ol  the  Senate, 
are  in  force,  by  ihe  constitution,  only  till  vhe  next  session  of  the 
Senate.  Fu*  iheik  i.iiewal  then  is  so  much  a  matter  of  course 
and  of  neciii^iJi}  *'?,;  vou  may  consider  that  as  certain,  and  |uo- 
ceed  without  iirferrupnui.u  I  have  not  mentioned  this  m  the  com- 
missions, because  it  is  m  all  cases  surpiusagb,  and  because  it 
might  be  difficult  of  explanation  to  those  to  whom  you  are  ad- 
dressed. • 

The  nilcwance  foi  all  your  expenses  and  time  (exclusive  of  thr 
ranso  j,  nric^^  of  peace,  duties,  presents,  maintenance  and  trans- 
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portalion  of  the  captives)  is  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  to  commence  from  the  day  on  which  you  shall  set  out  for 
Algiers,  from  whatever  place  you  may  take  your  departure.  The 
particular  objects  of  peace  and  ransom  once  out  of  the  way,  the 
two  thousand  dollars  annually  are  to  go  in  satisfaction  of  time, 
services,  and  expenses  of  every  kind,  whether  you  act  as  consul 
or  commissioner. 

As  the  duration  of  this  peace  cannot  be  counted  on  widi  cer- 
tainty, and  we  look  forward  to  the  necessity  of  coercion  by  cruises 
on  their  coast,  to  be  kept  up  during  the  whole  of  their  cruising 
season,  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  yourself,  as  minutely  as  pos- 
sible, of  every  circumstance  which  may  influence  or  guide  us  in 
undertaking  and  conducting  such  an  operation,  making  your  com- 
munications by  safe  opportunities. 

1  must  recommend  to  your  particular  notice  Captain  O'Bryan, 
one  of  the  captives,  fron\  wlioni  wc  have  received  a  great  deal  of 
useful  information.  The  zeal  which  he  has  displayed  under  the 
trying  circumstances  of  his  present  siuiation,  has  been  very  distin- 
grshed.  You  will  find  him  intimately  acquainted  with  the  man- 
ner in  which,  and  characters  with  whom  business  is  to  be  done 
there,  and  perhaps  he  may  be  an  usefiil  instrument  to  you,  espe- 
cially in  the  outset  of  your  undertaking,  wliich  will  require  the 
utmost  caution  and  the  best  information.  He  will  be  able  to  give 
you  the  characters  of  die  European  consuls  thercj  though  you  will, 
nrobably,  not  think  it  prudent  to  rej)ose  confidence  in  any  of  them. 

Should  you  be  able  successfully  to  accomplish  the  objects  of 
your  mission  in  time  to  convey  notice  of  it  to  us  as  early  as  possi- 
ble during  the  next  session  of  Congress,  which  meets  in  the  be- 
ginning of  November  and  rises  the  4th  of  March,  it  would  have  a 
very  pleasing  effect. 

I  am,  with  great  estccnij  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

Tu:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CXI. 


TO    MU.    I'lNCKNEY. 


riiiladcli)hia,  Juno  11,7792. 
Deau  Sir, 

I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  delivering  to  you  your  com- 
mission as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  tho 
court  of  London,  and  have  now  Uiat  of  inclosing  your  letter  of 
VOL.  111.  23 
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credence  to  the  King,  sealed,  and  a  copy  of  it  open  for  your  own 
information.  Mr.  Adams,  your  predecessor,  seemed  to  under- 
stand, on  his  being  presented  to  that  court,  that  a  letter  was  ex- 
pected for  the  Queen  also.  You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  your- 
self whether  the  custom  of  that  court  requires  this  from  us ;  and 
to  enable  you  to  comply  with  it,  if  it  should,  I  inclose  a  letter 
sealed  f«)r  the  Queen,  and  a  copy  of  it  open  for  your  own  in- 
formation. Should  its  delivery  not  be  requisite  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  return  it,  as  we  do  not  wish  to  set  a  precedent  which 
may  bind  us  hereafter  to  a  single  unnecessary  ceremony.  To  you, 
Sir,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  undertake  a  general  delineation  of 
the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  you  are  appointed.  I  shall  there- 
fore only  express  a  desire  that  diey  be  constantly  exercised  in 
that  spirit  of  sincere  friendship  which  we  bear  to  the  English  na- 
tion, and  that  in  all  transactions  with  the  minister,  his  good  dis])o- 
sitions  be  conciliated  by  whatever  in  language  or  attentions  may 
tend  to  that  effect.  With  respect  to  their  government,  or  policy, 
as  concerning  themselves  or  other  nations,  we  wish  not  to  inter- 
meddle in  word  or  deed,  and  that  it  be  not  understood  that  our 
government  permits  itself  to  entertain  eidier  a  will  or  an  opinion 
on  die  subject. 

1  particularly  recommend  to  you,  as  the  most  important  of  your 
charges,  the  patronage  of  our  commerce,  and  its  liberation  from 
embarrassments  in  all  the  British  dominions;  but  most  -especially 
in  the  West  Indies.  Our  consuls  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
are  under  general  instructions  to  correspond  with  you,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  copy  of  a  circular  letter  lately  written  to  them, 
and  now  inclosed.  From  them  you  may  often  receive  interesting 
information.  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson  is  consul  for  us  at  London, 
James  Mi;.iry,  at  Liverpool,  Elias  Vanderhorst,  at  Bristol,  Thomas 
Auldjo,  vice  consul  at  Pool  (resident  at  Covvcs)  and  William 
Knox,  consul  at  Dublin.  The  jurisdiction  of  each  is  exclusive 
and  independent,  and  extends  to  all  places  within  the  same  alle- 
giance nearer  to  him  than  to  the  residence  of  any  other  consul  or 
vice  consul  of  the  United  States.  The  settlement  of  their  ac- 
counts from  time  to  time,  and  the  payment  of  them,  are  referred 
to  you,  and  in  this,  the  act  respecting  consuls  and  any  other  laws 
made,  or  to  he  made,  are  to  be  your  guide.  Charges  which  these 
do  not  authorise,  you  will  he  pleased  not  to  allow.  These  ac- 
counts are  to  be  settled  up  lo  the  Hrst  day  of  July  in  every  year, 
and  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale. 

The  peculiar  (uisloni  in  England,  of  impressing  seamen  on 
every  ap{)caranro  of  war,  will  ocrasionally  <\po.se  our  seamen  to 
peculiar  oppressions  and  vexations.      These  will  require   your 
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most  active  exertions  and  protection,  which  we  know  cannot  be 
effectual  without  iiiciirrin*:;  considerable  expense ;  and  as  no  law 
lias  as  yet  provided  for  lliis,  wo  think  it  fairer  to  take  the  risk  of 
it  on  the  executive  than  to  leave  it  on  your  shoulders.  You  will, 
therefore,  wiUi  all  due  economy,  and  on  die  best  vouchers  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  meet  those  expenses,  transmitting 
an  account  of  them  to  die  Secretary  of  State,  to  bo  communica- 
ted to  the  legislature.  It  will  be  expedient  that  you  take  proper 
opportunities  in  the  mean  time,  of  conferring  with  the  minister  on 
this  subject,  in  order  to  form  some  arrangement  for  the  protection 
of  our  seamen  on  those  occasions.  We  entirely  reject  the  mode 
which  was  the  subject  of  a  conversation  bet\veen  ]\Ir.  Morris  and 
him,  which  was,  that  our  seamen  should  always  carry  about  them 
certificates  of  their  citizenship.  This  is  a  condition  never  yet 
submitted  to  by  any  nation,  one  widi  which  seamen  would  never 
have  the  precaution  to  comply  ;  the  casualties  of  their  calling  would 
expose  them  to  the  constant  destruction  or  loss  of  this  paper  evi- 
dence, and  dius,  the  British  government  would  be  armed  with 
legal  authority  to  impress  the  whole  of  our  seamen.  The  sim- 
plest rule  will  be,  that  the  vessel  being  American,  shall  be  evidence 
that  die  seamen  on  board  her  are  such.  If  they  apprehend  that 
our  vessels  might  thus  become  asylums  for  the  fugitives  of  their 
own  nation  from  impress-gangs,  the  number  of  men  to  be  protect- 
ed by  a  vessel  may  be  limited  by  her  tonnage,  and  one  or  two 
officers  only  be  permitted  to  enter  the  vessel  in  order  to  examine 
the  numbers  on  board  :  but  no  press-gang  should  be  allowed  ever 
to  go  on  board  an  American  vessel,  till  after  it  shall  be  found  that 
diere  are  more  than  their  stipulated  number  on  board,  nor  till  after 
the  master  shall  have  refused  to  deliver  the  supernumeraries  (to 
be  named  by  himself)  to  die  press-officer  who  has  come  on  board 
for  diat  purpose ;  and  even  then,  the  American  consul  should  be 
called  in.  Jn  order  to  urge  a  settlement  of  this  point,  before  a 
new  occasion  may  arise,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  draw  their  atten- 
tion to  the  peculiar  Irritation  excited  on  the  last  occasion,  and  the 
difficulty  of  avoiding  our  making  immediate  reprisals  on  their  sea- 
men here.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  me  what 
shall  pass  on  this  subject,  and  it  may  be  made  an  article  of  con- 
vention, to  be  entered  into  either  there  or  here. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  the  journals  of  the  anUent 
Congress,  and  of  the  laws,  journals  and  reports  of  the  present. 
Those  for  die  future,  with  gazettes  and  other  interesting  papers, 
shall  be  sent  you  from  time  to  time ;  and  I  shall  leave  you  gene- 
rally to  the  gazettes,  for  whatever  information  is  in  possession  of 
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the  public,  and  shall  especially  undertake  to  communicate  by  let- 
ter, such  only  relative  to  the  business  of  your  mission  as  the  ga- 
zetteers cannot  give.  From  you  I  ask,  once  or  twice  a  month,  a 
communication  of  interesting  occurrences  in  England,  of  tlie 
general  affairs  of  Europe,  the  court  gazette,  the  best  paper  in  the 
interest  of  the  ministry  and  the  best  of  the  opposition  party,  most 
particularly,  that  one  of  each  which  shall  give  die  best  account  of 
the  debates  of  parliament,  the  parliamentary  register  annually, 
and  such  other  political  publications  as  may  be  important  enough 
to  be  read  by  one  who  can  spare  little  time  to  read  any  thing,  or 
which  may  contain  matter  proper  to  be  kept  and  turned  to,  on 
interesting  subjects  and  occasions.  The  English  packet  is  the 
most  certain  channel  for  such  epistolary  communications  as  arc 
not  very  secret,  and  intermediate  occasions  by  private  vessels 
may  be  resorted  to  for  secret  communications,  and  for  such  as 
would  come  too  expensively  burthened  with  postage,  by  the  pac- 
kets. You  are  furnished  with  a  cypher  for  greater  secrery  of 
communication.  To  the  papers  before  mentioned,  I  must  desire 
you  to  add  the  Leyden  gazette,  paper  by  paper  as  it  comes  out, 
Dy  the  first  vessel  sailing  after  its  receipt. 

I  inclose  you  the  papers  in  the  case  of  a  Mr.  Wilson,  ruined  by 
the  capture  of  his  vessel  after  the  term  limited  by  the  armistice. 
They  will  inform  you  of  the  circumstances  of  liis  case,  and  where 
you  may  find  him  personally,  and  I  recommend  his  case  to  your 
particular  representations  to  the  British  court.  It  is  possible  that 
other  similar  cases  may  be  transmitted  to  you.  You  have  already 
received  some  letters  of  Mr.  Adams's  explanations  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  armistice,  and  of  what  had  passed  between  him  and 
the  British  minister  on  !he  subject. 

Mr.  Greene  of  Rhode  Island  will  deliver  you  his  papers,  and 
I  am  to  desire  that  you  may  patronise  his  claims  so  far  as  shall  be 
just  and  right,  leaving  to  himself  and  his  agent  to  follow  up  the 
minute  details  of  solicitation,  and  coming  forward  yourself  only 
when  there  shall  be  proper  occasion  for  yoii  to  do  so  in  the  name 
of  your  nation. 

Mr.  Cutting  has  a  claim  against  the  government,  vouchers  for 
which  he  is  to  procure  from  England.  As  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  it,  I  have  only  to  desire  that  you  will 
satisfy  yourself  as  to  any  facts  relative  thereto,  the  evidence  of 
which  cannot  be  transmitted,  and  that  you  will  communicate  the 
same  to  me,  that  justice  may  be  done  between  the  public  and  the 
claimant. 

Wc  shall  have  occasion  to  ask  your  assistance  in  procuring  a 
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workman  or  two  for  our  mint ;  but  this  shall  be  the  subject  of  a 
separate  letter,  nfier  I  shall  have  received  more  particular  expla- 
nations from  the  director  of  the  mint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th  :  Jefferson. 


LETTER   c::ii. 


TO   TH0HA9    PINCKNEY. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  Juno  11,  1792. 


The  letter  I  have  addressed  tc  Admiral  Jones,  of  which  you 
have  had  the  perusal,  has  informed  you  of  the  mission  with  which 
the  President  has  thought  proper  to  charge  him  at  Algiers,  and 
how  far  your  agency  is  desired  for  conveying  to  him  the  sev- 
eral papers,  for  receiving  and  paying  his  drafts  to  the  amount 
therein  permitted,  by  re-draulng  yourself  on  our  bankers  in  Am- 
sterdam who  are  instructed  to  honor  your  bills,  and  by  acting  as 
a  channel  of  correspondence  between  us.  It  has  been  some  time, 
however,  since  we  have  heard  of  Admiral  Jones.  Should  any 
accident  have  happened  to  his  life,  or  should  you  be  unable  to 
learn  where  he  is,  or  should  distance,  refusal  to  act,  or  any  other 
circumstance  deprive  us  of  his  services  on  this  occasion,  or  be 
likely  to  produce  too  great  a  delay,  of  which  you  are  to  be  the 
judge,  you  will  ilien  be  pleased  to  send  all  the  papers  confided  to 
you  for  him,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay,  our  consul  at  Morocco,  with 
the  letter  addressed  to  him,  which  is  delivered  you  open,  and  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  he  is,  in  that  event,  substituted  to 
every  intent  and  purpose  in  the  place  of  Admiral  Jones.  You 
will  be  pleased  not  to  pass  any  of  the  papers  confided  to  you  on 
this  business,  through  any  post  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  humbU'  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CXIII. 


TO    MR,     PINCKNEY. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  June  14,  1702. 


1» 


The  United  Slates  being  now  about  to  establish  a  mint,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  ask  your  assistance  in  procuring  persons  to 
carry  on  some  parts  of  it ;  and  to  enable  you  to  give  it,  you  must 
be  apprised  of  some  facts. 

Congress,  some  time  ago,  authorised  the  President  to  take 
measures  for  procuring  some  artists  from  any  place  where  they 
were  to  be  had.  It  was  known  that  a  Mr.  Drost,  a  Swiss,  had 
made  an  improvement  in  the  method  of  coining,  and  some  speci- 
mens of  his  coinage  were  exhibited  here,  which  were  superior  to 
any  thing  we  had  ever  seen.  Mr.  Short  was  therefore  authorised 
to  engage  Drost  to  come  over,  to  erect  the  proper  machinery,  and 
instruct  persons  to  go  on  with  the  coinage;  and  as  he  supposed 
this  would  require  but  about  a  year,  we  agreed  to  give  him  a  thou- 
sand louis  a  year  and  his  expenses.  The  agreement  was  made, 
two  coining  mills,  or  screws,  were  ordered  by  him :  but  in  the 
end,  he  declined  coming.  We  have  reason  to  believe  he  was 
drawn  off  by  the  English  East  India  Company,  and  that  he  is  now 
at  work  for  them  in  England.  Mr.  Bolton  had  also  made  a  pro- 
position to  coin  for  us  in  England,  which  was  declined.  Since 
this,  the  act  has  been  passed  for  establishing  our  mint,  which  au- 
thorises, among  other  things,  the  employment  of  an  assayer  at  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  a  year,  a  chief  coiner  at  the  same,  and  an 
engraver  at  twelve  hundred  dollars.  But  it  admits  of  the  employ- 
ment of  one  person,  both  as  engraver  and  chief  coiner;  this  we 
expect  may  be  done,  as  we  presume  that  any  engraver  who  has 
been  used  to  work  for  a  coinage,  must  be  well  enough  acquainted 
with  all  the  cperations  of  coinage  to  direct  them ;  and  it  is  an 
economy  worth  attention,  if  we  can  have  the  services  performed 
by  one  officer  instead  of  two,  in  which  case,  it  is  proposed  to  give 
him  the  salary  of  the  chief  coiner,  that  is  to  say,  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  a  year.  1  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  endeavor, 
on  your  arrival  in  Europe,  to  engage  and  send  us  an  assayer  of 
approved  skill  and  well  attested  integrity,  and  a  chief  coiner  and 
engraver,  in  one  person,  if  possible,  acquainted  with  all  the  im- 
provements in  coining,  and  particularly  those  of  Drost  and  Bol- 
ton. Their  salaries  may  commence  Irom  the  day  of  their  sailing 
for  America.     If  Drost  be  in  England,  I  think  he  will  feel  him- 
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self  under  some  obligation  to  aid  you  in  procuring  persons.  How 
far  Bolton  will  do  it,  seems  uncertain.  You  will  doubtless  make 
what  you  can  of  the  good  dispositions  of  either  of  these  or  any 
other  person.  Should  you  find  it  impracticable  to  procure  an 
engraver  capable  of  performing  the  functions  of  chief  coiner  also, 
we  must  be  content  that  you  engage  separate  characters.  Let 
these  persons  bring  with  them  all  the  implements  necessary  for 
carrying  on  the  business,  except  such  as  you  shall  think  too  bulky 
and  easily  made  here.  It  would  be  proper,  therefore,  that  they 
should  consult  you  as  to  the  necessary  implements  and  tlieir 
prices,  that  they  may  act  under  your  control.  The  method  of 
your  paying  for  these  implements  and  making  reasonable  advances 
to  the  workmen,  shall  be  the  subject  of  another  letter,  after  the 
President  shall  have  decided  thereon.  It  should  be  a  part  of  the 
agreement  of  these  people,  that  they  will  faithfully  instruct  all  per- 
sons in  their  art,  whom  we  shall  put  under  them  for  that  purpose. 
Your  contract  with  them,  may  be  made  for  any  tern  not  exceed- 
ing four  years.  * 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  much  esteem,  Dear  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  Should  you  not  be  able  to  procure  p<^rsons  of  eminent 
qualifications  for  their  business,  in  England,  it  will  be  proper  to 
open  a  correspondence  with  IVIr.  Morris  on  the  subject,  and  see 
whether  he  cannot  get  such  from  France.  Next  to  the  obtaining 
the  ablest  artists,  a  very  important  circumstance  is  to  send  them  to 
us  as  soon  as  possible.  T.  J. 
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LETTER    CXI  v. 


TO    GOUVERNEUll   MORRIS. 


riiiladclpliia,  Juno  IG,  17l>:^. 
Dear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  of  March  llio  2Sth.  Yours  of  April  tiic 
Glh  and  lOlh  came  to  hand  tlucc  days  ago. 

With  respect  to  the  particular  objects  of  commerce  susceptible 
of  being  placed  on  a  better  footing,  on  which  you  ask  my  ideas, 
tlidy  will  shew  themselves  by  the  inclosed  table  of  the  situation  of 
our  conuncrce  with  France  an«l  Fiiiglaud.  Thai  with  France  is 
stated  us  it  stood  at  the  time  1  left  that  country,  when  the  only 
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objects  whereon  change  was  still  desirable,  were  tliose  of  salted 
provisions,  tobacco  and  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine.  The  first  was 
in  negotiation  when  I  came  away,  and  was  pursued  by  Mr.  Short 
with  prospects  of  success,  till  their  general  tariff  so  unexpectedly 
deranged  our  commerce  with  them  as  to  other  articles.  Our  com- 
merce with  their  West  Indies  had  never  admitted  amelioration 
during  my  stay  in  France.  The  temper  of  that  period  did  not 
allow  even  the  essay,  and  it  was  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  hold 
the  ground  given  us  by  the  Marshal  de  Castries'  Arret,  admitting 
us  to  their  colonies  with  salted  provisions,  &tc.  As  to  both  tl.ese 
branches  of  commerce,  to  wit,  with  France  and  her  colonies,  we 
have  hoped  they  would  pursue  their  own  proposition  of  arranging 
them  by  treaty,  and  that  we  could  draw  that  treaty  to  this  place. 
There  is  no  other  where  the  dependence  of  their  colonies  on  our 
States  for  their  prosperity  is  so  obvious  as  here,  nor  where  their 
negotiator  would  feel  it  so  much.  But  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
leave  to  the  uncertain  issue  of  such  a  treaty,  the  re-establishment 
of  our  commerce  with  France  on  the  footing  on  which  it  was  in 
the  beginning  of  their  revolution.  That  treaty  may  be  long  on 
the  anvil ;  in  the  mean  time,  we  cannot  consent  to  the  late  inno- 
vations, without  taking  measures  to  do  justice  to  our  own  naviga- 
tion. This  object,  therefore,  is  particularly  recommended  to  you, 
while  you  will  also  be  availing  yourself  of  every  opportunity  which 
may  arise,  of  benefiting  our  commerce  in  any  other  part.  I  am 
in  hopes  you  will  have  found  the  moment  favorable  on  your  arrival 
in  France,  when  Monsieur  Claviere  was  in  the  ministry,  and  the 
dispositions  of  the  National  Assembly  favorable  to  the  ministers. 
Your  cypher  has  not  been  sent  hitherto,  because  it  required  a  most 
confidential  channel  of  conveyance.  It  is  now  committed  to  Mr. 
Pinckney,  who  also  carries  the  gazettes,  laws  and  other  public 
papers  for  you.  We  have  been  long  without  any  vessel  going  to 
Havre.  Some  of  the  Indian  tribes  have  acceded  to  terms  of 
peace.  The  greater  part,  however,  still  hold  off,  and  oblige  us  to 
pursue  more  vigorous  measures  for  war.  I  inclose  you  an  extract 
from  a  circular  letter  to  our  consuls,  by  which  you  will  perceive, 
that  those  in  countries  where  we  have  no  diplomatic  representa- 
tive, are  desired  to  settle  their  accounts  annually  with  the  minister 
of  the  United  States,  at  Paris.  This  business  I  nmst  desire  you 
to  undertake.  The  act  concerning  consuls  will  be  your  guide, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  that  tlie  1st  of  July  be  the  day  to  which  their 
accounts  shall  be  annually  settled  and  paid,  and  that  they  may  be 
forwarded  as  soon  after  that  as  possible  to  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  to  enter  into  the  general  account  of  his  depart- 
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ment,  which  it  is  necessary  he  should  make  up  always  before  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  - 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  I  have  said  nothing  of  our  whale  oil,  because  I  believe 
it  is  on  a  better  footing  since  the  tariff  than  before.  T.  J. 
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LETTER    CXV. 


TO    MR.    VAN    BERCKEL. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  July  2,  17D2. 


It  was  with  extreme  concern  that  I  learned  from  your  letter  of 
June  the  25th,  that  a  violation  of  the  protection  due  to  you  as  the 
representative  of  your  nation  had  been  committed,  by  an  officer  of 
this  State  entering  your  house  and.  serving  therein  a  process  on 
one  of  your  servants.  There  could  be  no  question  but  that  this 
was  a  breach  of  privilege  j  the  only  one  was,  liow  it  wag  to  be 
punished.  To  ascertain  this,  I  referred  your  letter  to  the  Attorney 
General,  whose  answer  I.have  tiie  honor  to  inclose  you.  By  this 
you  will  perceive,  that  from  the  circumstance  of  your  servant's  not 
being  registered  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  we  cannot  avail 
ourselves  of  the  more  certain  and  effectual  proceeding  which  had 
been  provided  by  an  act  of  Congress  for  punishing  infractions  of 
the  law  of  nations,  that  act  having  thought  proper  to  confine. the 
benefit  of  its  piovisions  to  such  domestics  only,  as  should  have 
been  registered.  Wt  are  to  proceed,  therefore,  as  if  that  act  had 
never  been  made,  and  the  Attorney  General's  letter  indicates  two 
modes  of  proceeding.  1 .  By  a  warrant  before  a  single  magis- 
trate, to  recover  the  money  paid  by  the  servant  under  a  process 
declared  void  by  law.  Herein  tiie  servant  must  be  the  actor,  and 
die  government  not  intermeddle  at  all.  The  smallness  of  the 
sum  to  be  re-demanded  will  place  this  cause  in  the  class  of  those  in 
which  no  appeal  to  the  higlier  tribunal  is  permitted,  even  iti  the 
case  of  manifest  error,  so  Uiat  if  tlie  magistrate  should  err,  the 
government  has  no  means  of  correcting^ the  error.  '2.  The  second 
mode  of  proceeding  would  be,  to  indict  the  officer  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States ;  with  whom  it  would  rest  to  punish 
liim  at  their  discreUon,  in  proportion  to  the  injury  done  and  tlie 
malice  from  which  it  proceeded  ;  and  it  would  end  in  punishment 
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alone,  and  not  in  a  restitution  of  the  money.  In  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  actor,  taking 
the  management  of  the  cause  into  its  own  hands,  and  giving  you 
no  other  trouble  than  that  of  bearing  witness  to  such  material  facts 
as  may  not  be  otherwise  supported.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to 
decide  in  which  of  these  two  ways  you  would  choose  the  proceed- 
ing should  be ;  if  the  latter,  1  will  immediately  take  measures  for 
having  the  offender  prosecuted  according  to  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  CXVI. 


TO    MR.    PALESKE. 


Sir, 


Monticello,  August  19,  179^. 


I  have  received  at  this  place  your  favor  of  the  9th  instant, 
wherein  you  request,  that  agreeably  to  the  treaty"  of  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  his  Prussian  Majesty,  his  consul 
general  be  acknowledged  as  belonging  to  a  most  favored  nation ; 
that  the  privileges  and  immunities  due  to  a  consul  general  of  the 
most  favored  nation  be  granted  to  his  consul  general,  and  that 
commissioners  be  appointed  to  regulate,  by  particular  convention, 
the  functions  of  the  consuls  and  vice  consuls  of  the  respective 
nations. 

^Treaties  of  the  United  States  duly  made  and  ratified,  as  is 
that  with  his  Prussian  Majesty,  constitute  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  need  only  promulgation  to  oblige  all  persons  to  obey 
them,  and  to  entitle  all  to  those  privileges  which  such  treaties  con- 
fer. That  promulgation  having  taken  place,  no  other  act  is  ne- 
cessary or  proper  on  the  part  of  our  government,  according  to 
our  rules  of  proceeding,  to  give  effect  to  the  treaty.  This  treaty, 
however,  has  not  specified  die  privileges  or  functions  of  consuls ; 
it  has  only  provided  that  these  '  shall  be  regulated  by  particular 
agreement.*  To  die  proposition  to  proceed  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble to  regulate  these  functions  by  a  convention,  ray  absence  from 
the  seat  of  government  daes  not  allow  me  to  give  a  definitive  an- 
swer. I  know,  in  general,  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  our  go- 
vernment, on  account  of  die  recent  changes  in  its  form,  to  suspend 
for  a  while  the  contracting  specific  engagements  with  foreign  na- 
tions, until  something  more  shall  be  seen  of  the  direction  it  will 
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U8t  19,  179y. 


lake,  and  of  its  mode  of  operation,  in  order  tlmt  our  engagements 
may  be  so  moulded  to  that,  as  to  insure  tiio  exact  performance  of 
lliein  which  we  are  desirous  ever  to  observe.  Siiould  this  be  the 
sentiment  of  our  government  on  the  present  occasion,  the  friend- 
ship of  his  Prussian  Majesty  is  a  sufficient  reliance  to  us  for  that 
delay  which  our  affairs  might  require  for  the  present :  and  the  ra- 
tiier,  as  iiis  vessels  are  not  yet  in  the  habit  of  seeking  our  ports, 
and  for  the  few  cases  which  may  occur  for  some  time,  our  own 
laws,  copied  mostly  in  this  respect  from  those  of  a  very  commer- 
cial nation,  have  made  the  most  material  of  those  provisions  which 
could  be  admitted  into  a  special  convention  for  the  protection  of 
vessels,  their  crews  and  cargoes,  coming  hither.  We  shall  on  this, 
however,  and  every  other  occasion,  do  every  thing  we  can  to 
manifest  our  friendship  to  his  Prussian  Majesty,  and  our  desire  to 
promote  commercial  intercourse  with  his  subjects  ;  and  of  this,  we 
hope,  he  will  be  fully  assured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  * 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER  CXVII. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT. 


'  I   t 


Sir, 


Monticello,  August  1!),  1702. 


I  was  yesterday  honored  with  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  cover- 
ing the  Governor  of  Vermont's  of  July  the  16th.  I  presume  it  can 
not  now  be  long  before  I  shall  receive  his  answer  to  the  two  let- 
ters I  wrote  him  from  Philadelphia  on  the  same  subject.  I  now 
inclose'  letters  received  by  yesterday's  {)ost  from  Mr.  Hammond, 
Mr.  William  Knox  and  Mr.  Paleske,  with  answers  to  the  two  lat- 
ter. Should  diese  meet  your  approbation,  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  seal  and  let  them  go  on  under  the  cover  to  Mr.  Taylor,  who 
will  have  them  conveyed  according  to  their  address.  Should  you 
wish  any  alteration  of  them,  it  shall  be  made  on  their  being  re- 
turned. The  Prussian  treaty  is,  I  believe,  within  four  years  of  its 
expiration.  I  suspect  that  personal  motives  alone  induce  Mr. 
Paleske  to  press  for  a  convention,  which  could  hardly  be  formed 
and  ratified  before  it  would  expire  ;  and  that  his  court  cannot  lay 
muich  stress  on  it.  Mr.  Hammond's  former  explanations  of  his 
notification  of  the  12th  of  April  having  been  laid  before  Congress, 
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may  perhaps  make  it  proper  to  communicate  to  them  also  his 
sovereign's  approbation  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  re- 
spect and  attachment,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

'^  Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   CXVIII 


TO    M.    DE    TERNANT. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  September  97,  1702. 


Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  informing  me  that  the  legislative 
body,  on  the  proposition  of  the  King  of  the  French,  had  declared 
war  against  the  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  has  been  duly 
received,  and  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States : 
and  I  am  authorised  to  convey  to  you  the  expression  of  the  sincere 
concern  we  feel,  on  learning  that  the  French  nation,  to  whose 
friendship  and  interests  we  have  the  strongest  attachments,  are 
now  to  encounter  the  evils  of  war.  We  offer  our  prayers  to 
heaven  that  its  duration  may  be  short,  and  its  course  marked 
with  as  few  ?s  may  be  of  those  calamities  which  render  the  con- 
dition of  war  so  afflicting  to  humanity ;  and  we  add  assurances, 
that  during  its  course  we  shall  continue  in  the  same  friendly  dis- 
positions, and  render  all  those  good  offices  which  shall  be  consist- 
ent with  the  duties  of  a  neutral  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  es- 
teem and  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CXIX. 


TO    MR.    PINCKNEY. 


.     '  Philadelphia,  October  12, 1792. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  August  the  7th  came  to  hand  on  the  6th  instant, 
and  gave  me  the  first  certain  information  of  your  safe  arrival. 
Mr.  Otto  being  about  to  sail  for  London,  furnishes  me  with  an 
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opportunity  of  sending  the  newspapers  for  yourself  and  Mr.  Bar- 
clay, and  I  avail  myself  of  it  chiefly  for  this  purpose,  as  my  late 
return  from  Virginia  and  the  vacation  of  Congress  furnish  little 
new  and  important  for  your  information.  With  respect  to  the 
Indian  war,  the  summer  has  been  chiefly  employed  on  our  part  in 
endeavoring  to  persuade  them  to  peace,  in  au  abstinence  from  all 
offensive  operations,  in  order  to  give  those  endeavors  a  fairer 
chance,  and  in  preparation  for  activity  the  ensuing  season,  if  they 
fail.  I  believe  we  may  say  these  endeavors  have  all  failed,  or 
probably  will  do  so.  The  year  has  been  rather  a  favorable  one 
for  our  agriculture.  The  crops  of  small  grain  were  generally 
good.  Early  frosts  have  a  good  deal  shortened  those  of  tobacco 
and  Indian  corn,  yet  not  so  as  to  endanger  distress.  From  the 
south  my  information  is  less  certain,  but  from  that  quarter  you 
will  be  informed  through  other  channels.  I  have  a  pleasure  in 
noting  this  circumstance  to  you,  because  the  difference  between  a 
plentiful  and  a  scanty  crop  more  than  counterpoises  the  expenses 
of  any  campaign.  Five  or  six  plentiful  years  successively,  as  we 
have  had,  have  most  sensibly  ameliorated  the  condition  of  our 
country,  and  uniform  laws  of  commerce,  introduced  by  our  new 
government,  have  enabled  us  to  draw  the  whole  benefits  of  our 
agriculture. 

I  inclose  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Blow  and  Mil- 
haddo,  merchants  of  Virginia,  complaining  of  the  taking  away  of 
tlieir  sailors  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  by  the  commander  of  a  British 
armed  vessel.  So  many  instances  of  tliis  kind  have  happened,  that 
it  is  quite  necessary  that  their  government  should  explain  them- 
selves on  the  subject,  and  be  led  to  disavow/  and  punish  such  con- 
duct. I  leave  to  your  discretion  to  endeavor  to  obtain  this  satis- 
faction by  such  friendly  discussions  as  may  be  most  likely  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect,  and  secure  to  our  commerce  that  protection 
against  British  violence,  which  it  has  never  experienced  from  any 
other  nation.  No  law  forbids  the  seaman  of  any  country  to  en- 
gage in  time  of  peace,  on  board  a  foreign  vessel :  no  law  autho- 
rises such  seaman  to  break  his  contract,  nor  the  armed  yessels  of 
his  nation  to  interpose  force  for  his  rescue.  I  shall  be  happy  to 
hear  soon,  that  Mr.  B.  has  gone  on  the  service  on  which  he  was 
ordered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  >      .■-  ' 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER     CXX.  •        » 

TO   MESSRS.    CARMICHAEL    AND    SHORT. 

Philadelphia,  October  U,  1792. 

Gentlemen, 
Since  my  letters  of  March  the  18th  and  April  the  24th,  (which 
have  been  retarded  so  unfortunately)  another  subject  of  conference 
and  convention  with  Spain  has  occurred.  You  know  that  the 
frontiers  of  her  provinces,  as  well  as  of  our  States,  are  inhabited 
by  Indians  holding  justly  the  right  of  occupation,  and  leaving  to 
Spain  and  to  us  only  the  claim  of  excluding  other  nations  from 
among  them,  and  of  becoming  ourselves  the  purchasers  of  such 
portions  of  land,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  choose  to  sell.  We 
have  thought  that  the  dictates  of  interest  as  well  as  humanity,  en- 
joined mutual  endeavors  with  those  Indians  to  live  in  peace  with 
both  nations,  and  we  have  scrupulously  observed  that  conduct. 
Our  agent  with  the  Indians  bordering  on  the  territories  of  Spain, 
has  a  standing  instruction  to  use  his  best  endeavors  to  prevent 
them  from  committing  acts  of  hostility  against  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments. But  whatever  may  have  been  the  conduct  or  orders  of 
the  government  of  Spain,  that  of  their  officers  in  our  neighborhood 
has  been  indisputably  unfriendly  and  hostile  to  us.  The  papers 
inclosed  will  demonstrate  this  to  you.  That  the  Baron  de  Caron- 
delet,  their  chief  Governor  at  New  Orleans,  has  excited  the  In- 
dians to  war  on  us,  that  he  has  furnished  them  with  abundance 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  promised  them  whatever  more  shall 
be  necessary,  I  have  from  the  mouth  of  him  who  had  it  from  his 
own  mouth.  In  short,  that  he  is  the  sole  source  of  a  great  and 
serious  war  now  burst  out  upon  us,  and  from  Indians  who,  we 
know,  were  in  peaceable  dispositions  towards  us  till  prevailed  on 
by  him  to  commence  the  vvar,  there  remains  scarcely  room  to 
doubt.  It  has  become  necessary  that  we  understand  the  real  policy 
of  Spain  in  this  point.  You  will,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  extract 
from  the  inclosed  papers  such  facts  as  you  think  proper  to  be  com- 
municated to  that  court,  and  enter  into  friendly  but  serious  expos- 
tulations on  the  conduct  of  their  officers ;  for  we  have  equal  evidence 
against  the  commandants  of  other  posts  in  West  Florida,  though 
they  being  subordinate  to  Carondelet,  we  name  him  as  the  source. 
If  they  disavow  his  conduct,  we  must  naturally  look  to  their  treat- 
ment of  him  as  the  sole  evidence  of  their  sincerity.  But  we  must 
look  further.  It  is  a  general  rule,  that  no  nation  has  a  right  to 
keep  an  agent  within  the  limits  of  another,  without  the  consent  of 
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that  other,  and  we  are  satisfied  it  would  be  best  for  botli  Spain 
and  us,  to  abstain  d^m  having  agents  or  other  persons  in  our  em- 
ploy or  pay  among  tlie  savages  inhabiting  our  respective  territo- 
ries, whether  as  subjects  or  independent.  You  are,  therefore, 
desired  to  propose  and  press  a  stipulation  to  that  effect.  Should 
they  absolutely  decline  it,  it  may  be  proper  to  let  them  perceive 
that  as  the  right  of  keeping  agents  exists  on  both  sides  or  on  nei- 
ther, it  will  rest  with  us  to  reciprocate  tlieir  own  measures.  We 
confidently  hope  that  these  proceedings  are  unauthorised  by  the 
government  of  Spain,  and  in  this  hope,  we  continue  in  the  dispo- 
sitions formerly  expressed  to  you,  of  living  on  terms  of  the  best 
friendship  and  harmony  with  that  country,  of  making  their  interests 
in  our  neighborhood,  our  own,  and  of  giving  them  every  proof  of 
this,  except  tlie  abandonment  of  those  essential  rights  which  you 
are  instructed  to  insist  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CXXl. 


TO    GOUVEBNEUR    MORRIS. 


4  * 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  October  15,  1792. 


1  have  received  your  favor  of  July  the  10th,  No.  4,  but  no  other 
number  preceding  or  subsequent.  I  fear,  therefore,  that  some  mis- 
carriage has  taken  place.  The  present  goes  to  Bourdeaux  under 
cover  to  Mr.  Fenwick,  who  I  hope  will  be  able  to  give  it  a  safe 
conveyance  to.  you.  I  observe  that  you  say  in  your  letter,  that 
'the  marine  department  is  to  treat  with  you  for  supplies  to  St. 
Domingo.'  I  presume  you  mean  '  supplies  of  money, ^  and  not  that 
our  government  is  to  furnish  supplies  of  provisions,  he.  specifically, 
or  employ  others  to  do  it ;  this  being  a  business  into  which  they 
could  not  enter.  The  payment  of  money  here,  to  be  employed 
by  tlieir  own  agents  in  purchasing  the  produce  of  our  soil,  is  a  de- 
sirable thing.  We  are  informed  by  the  public  papers,  that  the 
late  constitution  of  France,  fornially  notified  to  us,  is  suspended, 
and  a  new  convention  called.  During  the  time  of  this  suspension, 
and  while  no  legitimate  government  exists,  we  apprehend  we  can- 
not continue  the  payments  of  our  debt  to  France,  because  there 
is  no  person  authorised  to  receive  it  and  to  give  us  an  unobjec- 
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rionable  acquittal.  You  are  therefore  desired  to  consider  the  pay- 
ment as  suspended,  until  further  orders.  Should  circuinstances 
oblige  you  to  mention  this,  (which  it  is  better  to  avoid  if  you  can) 
do  it  \yith  such  solid  reasons  as  will  occur  to  yourself,  and  accom- 
pany it  with  the  most  friendly  declarations  that  the  suspension  does 
not  proceed  from  any  wish  in  us  to  delay  the  payment,  the  con- 
trary being  our  wish,  nor  from  any  desire  to  embarrass  or  oppose 
the  settlement  of  their  government  in  that  way  in  which  their  na- 
tion shall  desire  it;  but  from  our  anxiety  to  pay  this  debt  justly 
and  honorably,  and  to  the  persons  really  authorised  by  the  nation 
(to  whom  we  owe  it)  to  receive  it  for  their  use.  Nor  shall  the 
suspension  be  continued  one  moment  after  we  can  see  our  way 
clear  out  of  the  difficulty  into  which  their  situation  has  thrown  us. 
That  they  may  speedily  obtain  liberty,  peace  and  tranquillity,  is 
our  sincere  prayer.         ****** 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


#* 
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LETTER    CXXII. 


TO    M.    DE    TERNANT. 


•".*sfevr 


SlR, 


Philadelphia,  October  16,  1792. 


I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, proposing  a  stipulation  for  the  abolition  of  the  practice  of 
privateering  in  times  of  war.  The  benevolence  of  ihis  proposition 
is  worthy  of  the  nation  from  which  it  comes,  and  our  sentiments 
on  it  have  been  declared  in  the  treaty  to  which  you  are  pleased 
to  refer,  as  well  as  in  some  others  which  have  been  proposed. 
There  are  in  those  treaties  some  other  principles  which  would 
probably  meet  the  approbation  of  your  governnaent,  as  flowing 
from  the  same  desire  to  lessen  the  occasions  and  the  calamities 
of  war.  On  all  of  these,  as  well  as  on  tliose  amendments  to  our 
treaty  of  commerce  which  might  better  its  conditions  with  both 
nations,  and  which  the  National  Assembly  of  France  has  likewise 
brought  into  view  on  a  former  occasion,  we  are  ready  to  enter  into 
negotiation  with  you,  only  proposing  to  take  the  whole  into  con- 
sideration at  once.  And  while  contemplating  provisions  which 
look  to  tlie  event  of  war,  we  are  happy  in  feeling  a  conviction  that 
it  is  yet  at  a  great  distance  from  us,  and  in  believing  that  the  sen- 


193 

timents  of  sincere  friendship  wliicli  we  bear  to  the  nation  of 
France  are  reciprocated  on  their  part.  Of  these  our  dispositions, 
be  so  good  as  to  assure  tlicin  on  this  and  all  otlier  occasions;  and 
to  accept  yourself  those  seruiments  of  esteem  and  respect,  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

.    -.  *  Th:  Jefferson. 


,'  \ 
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LETTER    CXXIII. 


TO  MESSRS.  viAR  AND  JAUDENES,  Commissioners  of  Spaht. 

■    -  ^  •   ^ 

•   "  .;  ,     '         Philadelphia,  November  1,  171>2. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  October 
the  29th,  which  I  have  duly  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States:  and  in  answer  thereto,  I  cannot  but  observe  that  some 
parts  of  its  contents  were  truly  unexpected.  On  what  foundation 
it  can  be  supposed  that  we  have  menaced  the  Creek  nation  with 
destruction  during  the  present  autumn,  or  at  any  other  time,  is  en- 
tirely inconceivable.  Our  endeavors,  on  the  contrary,  to  keep 
them  at  peace,  have  been  earnest,  persevering  and  notorious,  and 
no  expense  has  been  spared  which  might  attain  that  object. 
With  the  same  views  to  peace,  we  have  suspended,  now  more  than 
a  twelve-month,  the  marking  a  boundary  between  them  and  us, 
which  had  been  fairly,  freely  and  solemnly  established  with  the 
chiefs  whom  they  had  deputed  to  treat  with  us  on  that  subject: 
we  iiave  suspended  it,  I  say,  in  the  constant  hope  that  taking  time 
to  consider  it  in  the  councils  of  their  nation,  and  recognising  the 
justice  and  reciprocity  of  its  conditions,  they  would  at  length  freely 
concur  in  carrying  it  into  execution.  We  agree  with  you,  that  the 
interests  which  either  of  us  have  in  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
with  this  nation  of  Indians,  is  a  proper  subject  of  discussion  at  the 
negotiations  to  be  opened  at  Madrid,  and  shall  accordingly  give 
the  same  in  charge  to  our  commissioners  there.  In  the  mean 
time,  we  shall  continue  sincerely  to  cultivate  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  all  the  parties,  being  constant  in  the  opinion,  that  this 
conduct,  reciprocally  observed,  will  most  increase  the  happiness 
of  all.       \         *     .  './'"■ 

I .  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  esteeni  ilnd 
i\  ,   ct,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  end  most  humble  servant 

Th:  Jefferson 
VOL.  III.  25 
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LETTEK    OXXIV.. 


J'' 


''•♦•■'•■-■--*'■* 


.  I  '*»'i 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  November  2, 1792. 


The  letter  of  October  the  29th,  from  Messrs.  Viar  and  Jau- 
denes,  not  expre^ing  the  principle  on  which  their  government 
mterests  itself  between  the  United  States  and  the  Creeks,  I  thought 
it  of  importance  to  have  it  ascertained.  I  therefore  called  on 
those  Gentlemen,  and  entered  into  explanations  with  them.  They 
assured  me,  in  our  conversation,  that  supposing  all  question  of 
boundary  to  be  out  of  the  case,  they  did  not  imagine  their  govern- 
ment would  think  themselves  authorised  to  take  under  their  pro- 
tection, any  nations  of  Indians  living  within  limits  confessed  to  be 
ours;  and  they  presumed  that  any  interference  of  theirs;  witli 
respect  to  the  Creit^.ks,  could  only  arise  out  of  the  question  of  dis- 
puted territory,  now  existing  between  us:  that,  on  this  account, 
some  part  of  our  treaty  with  the  Creeks  had  given  dissatisfaction. 
They  said,  however,  that  they  were  speaking  from  their  own  sen- 
timents only,  having  no  instructions  which  would  audiorise  them  to 
declare  those  of  their  court :  but  that  they  expected  an  answer  to 
their  letters  covering  mine  of  July  the  9th,  (erroneously  cited  by 
them  as  of  the  11th,)  from  which  they  would  probably  know  the 
sentiments  of  their  court.  They  accorded  entirely  in  the  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  better  that  the  two  nations  should  mutually  en- 
deavor to  preserve  each  the  peace  of  the  pther,  as  well  as  their 
own,  with  the  neighboring  tribes  of  Indians. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  by  a  vessel  which  i^  to 
sail  in  a  few  days,  of  sending  proper  information  and  insti*uctions 
to  our  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  the  late,  as  ^ell  as  of  fu- 
ture interferences  of  the  Spanisli  officers  to  our  prejudice  with 
the  Indians,  and  for  the  establishment  of  common  rules  of  con- 
duct for  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  respect  and  at- 
tachment, Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  i;nost  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CXXT. 

4 

TO   MESBI^B.    CARMICHAEL  AND   SHORT.  V 

Philadelphia,  NoTember  3, 1793. 

.^ ,     Gei9tlemen,      .  .'I,'..  ; ' .     .  , 

■  I  i^rbte  yoa  on  the  14th  of  last  month ;  ance  which  some  other 
incidents  and  documents  have  occurred,  bearing  relation  to  the 
subject  of  that  letter.  I  therefore  now  inclose  you  a  duplicate  of 
that  letter. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Greorgin,  wjth  the  depo- 
sition it  covered  of  a  Mr.  Hull,  and  an  original  passport  signed 
by  Olivier,  wherein  he  styles  himself  commissary  for  his  Catholic 
Majesty  with  the  Creeks. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Viar  and  Jaudenes  to  myself, 
dated  October  the  29th,  with  that  of  the  extract  of  a  letter  of  S*»p*- 
tember  the  24th,  from  die  Baron  de  C^ronddet  to  them. 

Copy  of  my  answer  of  No.  1,  to  them,  and  copy  of  a  letter 
from  myself  to  the  President,  stating  a  conversation  with  those 
gentlemen. 

From  those  papers  you  will  find  that  we  have  been  constantly 
endeavoring,  by  every  possible  means,  to  keep  peace  with  the 
Creeks  *,  that  in  order  to  do  this,  we  have  even  suspended  and 
still  suspend  the  running  a  fair  boundary  between  them  and  us,  as 
agreed  on  by  themselves,  and  having  for  its  object  the  precise  de- 
finition' of  idieir  "and  our  landsj  so  as  to  prevent  encroachment  on 
either  side,  and  that  we  have  constantly  endeavored  to  keep  them 
at  peace  with  the  Spanish  settlements  also :  that  Spain  on  the 
contrary,  or  at  least  the  officers  of  her  governments,  since  the 
arrival  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  have  undertaken  to  keep  an 
agent  among  the  Creeks,  have  excited  them  and  th6  other  soutli- 
ern  Indians  to  commence  a  war  against  us,  have  furnished  them 
wi^h  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  express  purpose  of  carrying  on 
that  war,  and  prevented  the  Creeks  from  running  the  boundary 
which  would  have  removed  the  cause  of  difference  from  between  us. 
Messrs.  Viar  and  Jaudenes  explain  the  ground  of  interference  on 
the  fact  of  the  Spanish  blaim  to  that  territoiy,  apd  on  an  article  in 
our  treaty  with  the  Creeks,  putting  themselves  under  our  protec- 
tion. But  besides  that  you  already  know  the  nullity  of  thei^  pre- 
tended claim  to  the  territory,  they  had  themselves  set  the  example 
of  endeavoring  to  strengthen  that  claim  by  the  treaty  mentioned 
in  the  letter  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  and  by  the  employment 
of  an  agent  among  them.    The  establishment  of  our  boundaiy, 
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committed  to  you,  will,  of  course,  remove  the  grounds  of  all  fu- 
ture pretence  to  interfere  with  the  Indians  within  our  territory, 
and  it  was  to  such  only  that  the  treaty  of  New  York  stipulated 
protection  :  for  we  take  for  granted,  that  Spain  will  be  ready  to 
agree  to  the  principle,  that  neither  party  has  a  right  to  stipulate 
protection  or  interference  with  the  Indian  nations  inhabiting  the 
territory  of  the  other.  But  it  is  extremely  material  also,  with  sin- 
cerity and  good  faith,  to  patronise  the  peace,  of  each  other  ^vith  the 
neighboring  savages.  We  are  quite  disposed  to  believe  that  the 
late  wicked  excitements  to  war,  have  proceeded  from  the  Baron 
de  Carondelet  himself,  without  authority  from  his  courti  But  if 
so,  have  we  not  reason  to  expect  the  removal  of  such  an  officer 
from  our  neighborhood,  as  an  evidence  of  the  disavowal  of  his 
proct^edings  ?  He  has  produced  against  us  a  serious  war.  He 
says  in  his  letter,  indeed,  that  he  has  suspended  it.  But  this  he  has 
not  done,,  nor  possibly  can  he  do  it.  The  Indians  are  more  easily 
engaged  in  a  war  than  withdrawn  from  it.  They  have  made  the 
attack  in  force  on  our  fronriers,  whether  with  or  without  his  con- 
sent, and  will  oblige  us  to  a  severe  punishmept  of  their  aggression. 
We  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  settle  principles  of  a  friendly 
concert  between  us  and  Spain,  with  respect  to  the  neighboring 
Indians :  and  if  not,  that  you  will  endeavor  to  apprise  us  of  what 
we  may  expect,  that  we  may  no  longer  be  tied  up  by  principles, 
which,  in  that  case,  would  be  inccmsistent  with  duty  and  self  pre- 
servation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wiUi  sendments  of  perfect  esteem  and 
respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

^    '':■'      *  n-     Th;  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CXXVl. 


TO   GOUVERNEUR   MORRIS. 


.•      Philadelphia,  Noveinl^er  7, 179iS, . 
Dear  Sir,  •    .; 

My  last  to  you  was  of  the  ISth  of  October ;  since  which  I  have 
received  your  Nos.  I,  2,  3,  5,  6,  7.  Though  mine  went  by  a 
conveyance  directly  to  Bourdeaux  and  may  therefwe  probably 
get  safe  to  you,  yet  1  thirik  it  proper,  lest  it  should  miscarry,  to 
repeat  to  you  the  following  paragraph  from  it. 

I  am  perfectly  sensible  that  yoqr  situation  must,  ere  this  reaches 


197 


you,  li.ive  been  delicate  and  difficult ;  and  though  llie  occasion  is 
probably  over,  and  your  part  taken  of  necessity,  so  that  instruc- 
tions now  would  be  too  late,  yet  I  think  it  just  to  express  our  sen- 
timents on  the  subject,  as  a  sanction  of  what  you  have  probably 
done.  Whenever  the  scene  became  personally  dangerous  to  you, 
it  was  proper  you  should  leave  it,  as  well  from  personal  as  public 
niorives.  But  what  degree  of  danger  should  be  awaited,  to  what 
distance  or  place  you  should  retire,  are  circumstances  which  must 
rest  with  your  own  discretion,  it  being  impossible  to  prescribe 
them, from  hence.  With  what  kind  of  government  you  may  do 
business,  is  another  question.  It  accords  with  our  principles  to 
acknowledge  any  government  to  be  rightful,  which  is  formed  by 
the  will  of  the  nation  substantially  declared.  The  late  govern- 
ment was  of  this  kind,  and  was  accordingly  acknowledged  by  all 
the  branches  of  ours.  So,  any  alteration  of  it  which  shall  be  made 
by  the  will  of  the  nation  substantially  declared,  will  doubtless  be 
acknowledged  in  like  manner.  Widi  such  a  government  every 
kind  of  business  may  be  done.  But  there  are  some  matters  which 
I  conceive  might  be  ti-ansacted  with  a  government  de  facto;  such, 
for  instance,  as  the  reforming  the  unfriendly  restrictions  on  our 
commerce  and  navigation.  Such  cases  you  will  readily  distin-< 
guish  as  they  occur.  With  respect  to  this  particular  refornuition 
of  their  regulations,  we  cannot  be  too  pressing  for  its  attainment, 
as  every  day's  continuance  gives  it  additional  firmness,  and  en- 
dangers its  taking  root  in  their  habits  and  constitution  :  and  indeed, 
I  think  they  should  be  told,  as  soon  as  they  are  in  a  condition  tq 
act,  that  if  they  do  not  revoke  tbe  late  intiovations,  we  must  lay 
additional  and  equivalent  burthens  on  French  shipst^  by  name. 
Your  conduct  in  the  case  of  M.  de  Bonne  Carrere  is  approved 
entirely.  We  think  it  of  great  consequence  to  the  friendship  of 
the.  two  nations,  to  have  a  minister  here  in  whos^  dispositions  we 
have  confidence.  Congress  assembled  the  day  before  yesterday. 
I  inclose  you  a  paper  containing  the  President's  speech,  whereby 
you  will  see  the  chief  objects  of  the  present  session,  your  diffi- 
culties as  to  the  settlements  of  our  accounts  with  France  and  as 
to  the  payment  of  the  foreign  officers,  will  have  been  removed  by 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  which,  for  fear  it 
should  have  miscarried,  I  now  inclose  you  a  duplicate.  Should 
a  conveyance  for  the  present  letter  offer  to  any  port  of  France 
directly,  yoar  newspapers  will  accompany  it.  Otherwise,  I  shall 
send  it  through  Mr.  Pinckney,  and  retain  the  newspapers  as  usual, 
for  a  direct  conveyance. 

V  I  am>  with  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  mosf  humble  servant,  Th:  Jefferson.  .» 
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TO 


^'r*iJ^ 


M. 


DE  TERNANT^ 


SlA, 


Philadelphia,  November  20, 1792. 


'  *^'  Your  letter  on  the  subject  of  further  supplies  to  the  colony  of 
St.  Domingo,  has  been  duly  received  and  considered.     When  the 
distresses  of  that  colony  first  broke  forth,  we  thought  we  coidd  not 
better  evidence  our  friendship  to  that  and  to  the  mother  country 
also,  than  to  step  in  to  its  relief,  on  your  application,  without  wait- 
ing a  formal  authorisation  from  the  National  Assembly.     As  the 
case  was  unforeseen,  so  it  was  unprovided  for  on  their  patrt,  and 
we  did  what  we  doUbted  not  they  would  have  desired  us  to  do, 
had  there  been  time  to  make  the  application,  and  what  we  pre- 
sumed they  would  sanction  as  soon  as  known  to  them.     We  have 
now  been  going  on  more  than  a  twelve-month,  in  making  advances 
for  the  relief  of  the  colony,  without  having,  as  yet,  received  any 
such  sanction ;  for  the  decree  of  four  millions  of  livres  in  aid  of 
the  colony,  besides  the  circuitous  and  informal  manner  by  which 
we  became  acquainted  with  it,  describes  and  applies  to  Operations 
very  difl^rent  from  those  which  havit^  actually  taken  places    The 
wants  of  the  colony  appear  likely  to  continue,  and  their  reliance 
on  our  supplies  to  becomie  habitual.     W6  feel  every  disposition 
to  Continue  our  efforts  for  administering  to  those  waots ;  but  that 
cautious  attention  to  forms  which  would  have  been  unfriendly  in 
the.  first  moment)  becomes  a  duty  to  ourselves,  when  the  buidness 
assumes  the  appearance  of  long  continuance,  and  respectful  also 
to  thei  National  Assembly  itself,  who  have  a  right  to  prescribe  the 
line  of  an  interference  so  materially  interesting  to  the  moi^er 
country  and  the  colony. 

By  the  estimate  you  were  pleased  to  deliver  me,  we  perceive 
that  there  will  be  wanting,  to  carry  the  colony  through  the  month 
of  December^  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sums  before  engaged  to  you.  I  am  authorised  to  in- 
form you,  that  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  paid  to 
your  orders  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  to  assure 
you,  that  we  feel  no  abatement  in  our  dispositions  to  contribute 
these  aids  fron^  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  be  wanting,*for  the  ne- 
cessary subsbtence  of  the  colony :  but  the  want  of  express  appro- 
bation from  the  national  legislature,  must  ere  lone  produce  a 
presurhpdon  that  they  contemplate  perhaps  other  modes  of  reliev- 
ing the  colony,  atid  dictate  to  us  the  propriety  of  doing  only  what 
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thev  shall  have  regularly  and  previously  sanctioned.  Their  decree 
before  mentioned,  contemplates  purchases  made  in  the  United 
Siat^  only.  In  thi^  they  might  probably  have  in  View,  as  well  to 
keep  the  business  of  providing  supplies  under  a  single  direction, 
as  that  d^ese  Supplies  should  be  bought  where  they  can  be  had 
cheapest,  and  where  tlie  same  sum  will  consequently  effect  the 
greatest  measure  of  relief  to  the  colony.  It  is  our  wish,  as  un- 
doubtedly it  must  be  yours,  that  the  monies  we  furnish  be  applied 
strictfy  in  the  line  they  prescribe.  We  undeirstand,  however,  that 
tliere  are  in  tlie  hands  ol  our  citizens,  some  bills  drawn  by  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  colony,  for  articles  of  subsistence  delivered  there. 
It  seems  just,  that  such  of  them  should  be  paid  as  were  received 
before  Jide  bona  notice  that  that  mode  of  supply  was  not  bottomed 
on  the  funds  furnished  to  you  by  the  United  States,  and  we  re- 
commend them  to  you  accordingly.  4;:  .•*'•'*':  -''■v-;,' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  tnost  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  ^itf  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

/  .♦:        ..v    ''"  '  Th:  Jefferson.,. 
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LETTER   C3^XVlll. 


TO    MR.    RUTHERFORD. 
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Philadelphia,  December  26, 179d.r 


I  have  considered,  witl^  all  the  attention  which  the  shortness  of 
the  time  Would  permit,  the  two  motions  which  you  were  pleased 
to  put  into  my  hands  yesterday  afternoon,  on  the  subject  of  Weights 
and  n^easures,  now  under  reference  to  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
and  will  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  observations  thereon. 

The  first,  I  presume,  is  intended  as  a  basis  (br  tjie  adoption  of 
that  alternative  of  the  report  on  measures  and  weights,  which  pro- 
posed retaining  the  present  system,  and  fixing  its  several  parts  by 
a  reference  to  a  rod  vibrating  seconds,  under  the  circumstances 
therein  explained :  and  to  ful^l  its  object,  I  thinlc  the  resolutions 
there  proposed  should  be  followed  by  this ;.  *that  the  standard  by  ' 
which  the  said  measures  of  length,  surface  and  capacity  shall  be 
fixed,  shall  be  an  uniform  cylindrical  rod.  of  iron,  of  such  length, 
as  in  latitude. forty-five  degrees,  in  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  in  a 
cellar  or  other  place  of  uniform  natural  temperature,  shall  perform 
its  vibrations  in  small  and  equal  arcs,  in  one  second  of  m^an  time : 
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and  that  rain  water  be  the  substance,  to  some  definite  mass  of 
which,  the  said  weights  shall  be  referred.'  Without  this,  the  com- 
mittee employed  to  prepare  a  bill  on  those  resolutions,  would  be 
uninstructed  as  to  the, principle  by  which  th^'  Senate  mean  to  fix 
their  measures  of  lengUi,  and  the  substance  by  which  they,  will  fix 
their  weights. 

The  second  motion  is  a  middle  proposition  between  the  first 
and  the  last  alternatives  in  the  report.  It  agrees  with  the  first  in 
some  c^  the  present  measures  and  weights,  and  with  the  last,  in 
compounding  and  divicUng  them  decimally.  If  this  should  be 
thought  best,  I  take  the  liberty  of  proposing  the  following  altera- 
tions of  these  resolutions. 

2nd.  For  '  metal'  substitute  *  iron.'  The  object  is  to  have  one 
determinate  standard.  But  the  different  metals  havijig  different 
degrees  of  expansibility,  there  would  be  as  many  different  stan- 
dards as  there  are  memis,  were  that  generic  term  to  be  used.  A 
specific  one  seems  preferable,  and  'iron' the  best, because  the  least 
variable  by  expansion. 

3rd.  I  should  think  it  better  to  omit  the  chain  of  66  feet,  be- 
cause it  introduces  a  series  which  is  not  decimal,  viz.  1.  66.  80. 
and  because  it  is  absolutely  useless.  As  a  measure  of  length,  it 
is  unknown  to  the  mass  of  our  citizens  ;  and  if  retained  for  the 
purpose  of  superficial  measure,  the  foot  will  supply  its  place,  and 
fix  the  acre  as  in  the  fourdi  resolution. 

'  .4th.  For  the  same  reason  I  pjroposo  to  omit  the  words  *or  shall 
be  ten  chains  in  length  and  one  in  breadth.' 

5th.  This  resolutrbn  would  stand  better,  if  it  omitted  the  Words 
*  shall  be  one  foot  square,  and  one  foot  and  twenty  cents  of  a  foot 
deep,  and,'  because  the  second  descripticm  is  perfect,  and  too  plain 
to  qeed  explanation.  Or  if  the  first  expression  be  preferred,  tlic 
second  may  be  omitted,  as  perfecdy  tautologous.  ■  (.' 

6th.  I  propose  to  leave  out  the  words  *  shall  be  equal  to  the 
pound  avoirdupois  now  in  use,  and,'  for  the  reasons  suggested  on 
the  second  resolution,  to  wit,  th^t  ouj"  object  is,  to  have  one  deter- 
mbate  standard.  The  pound  avoirdupob  now  in  use,  is  an  inde- 
finite thing.  The  committee  of  parliament  reported  variations 
among  the  standard  weights  of  the  exchequer.  Different  perscms 
weighing  the  cubic  foot  of  water  have  made  it,  some  more,  and 
some  iess  than  one  thousand  ounces  avoirdupois ;  according  as 
their  weights  had  be^n  tested  by  the  lighter  or  heavier  standard 
weights  T)f  the  exchequer.  >  If  the  pound  now  in  use  be  declared 
a  standard,  as  well  as  the  weight  oi  sixteen  thousand  cubic  crnta 
of  a  foot  in  water,  it  may  iiereafter,  perhaps,  be  insisted  timt 
these  two  definitions  are  dlflferent,  and  that  being  of  equal  autho- 
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rity,  either  may  be  used,  and  so  the  stapdard  pound  be  rendered 
as  uncertain  as  at  present.  »     >  •  '- 

7th.  For  the  same  reasons  I  propose  to  omit  the  words  *  equal 
to  seven  grains  troy.'  The  true  ratio  between  the  v^voirdupois 
and  troy  weights,  is  a  very  contested  one.  The  equation  of  seven 
thousand  grains  troy  to  the  pound  avoirdupois,  is  only  one  of  seve- 
ral opinions,  and  is  indebted  perhaps  to  its  integral  form  for  its 
prevalence.  The  introduction  either  of  the  troy  or  avoirdupois 
weight  into  the  definition  of  our  unit,  will  throw  that  unit  under  the 
uncertainties  now  enveloping  the  troy  and  avoirdupois  weights. 

When  the  House  of  Representatives  were  pleased  to  refer  to 
me  the  subject  of  weights  and-  measures,  I  was  uninformed  as  to 
the  hypothesis  on  which  I  was  to  take  it  up  ;  to  wit,  whether  on  that, 
that  our  citizens  would  not  approve  of  any  material  change  in  the 
present  system,  or  on  the  other,  that  they  were  ripe  for  a  complete 
reformation.  1  therefore  proposed  plans  for  each  alternative.  In 
contemplating  these,  I  had  occasion  to  examine  well  all  the  middle 
ground  between  the  two,  and  among  others  which  presented  them- 
selves to  my  mind,  was  the  plan  of  establishing  one  of  the  known 
weights  and  measures  as  the  unit  in  each  class ;  to  wit,  in  the 
measures  of  lines,  of  surfaces  and  of  solids,  and  in  weights,  and  to 
compound  and  divide  them  decimally.  In  the  measure  of  weights, 
I  had  thought  of  the  ounce  as  the  best  unit,  because,  calling  it  the 
thousandth  part  of  a  cubic  foot  of  water,  it  fell  into  the  decimal 
series,  formed  a  happy  link  of  connection  with  the  system  of 
measures  on  the  one  side,  and  of  coins  on  the  other,  by  admitting 
an  equality  with  the  dollar,  without  changing  the  value  of  that  or 
its  alloy  materially.  But  on  the  whole,  I  abandoned  tills  middle 
proposition,  on  the  supposition  that  if  our  fellow  citizens  were  ripe 
for  advancing  so  great  a  length  towards  reformation,  as  to  retain 
only  four  known  points  of  the  very  numerous  series  to  which  they 
were  habituated,  to  wit,  the  foot,  the  acre,  the  bushel,  and  the 
ounce,  abandoning  all  the  multiples  and  subdivisions  of  them,  or 
recurring  for  their  value  to  the  tables  which  would  be  formed, 
they  would  probably  be  ripe  for  taking  the  whole  step,  giving  up 
these  four  points  also,  and  making  the  reformation  complete  ;  and 
the  rather,  as  in  the  present  series  and  the  one  to  be  proposed, 
there  would  be  so  many  points  of  very  near  approximation,  as 
aided  in  the  same  manner  by  tables,  would  not  increase  their  diffi- 
culties, perhaps,  indeed,  would  lessen  them  by  the  grerter  sim- 
plicity of  the  links  by  which  the  several  members  of  the  system 
are  connected  together.  Perhaps,  however,  I  was  wrong  in  this 
•supposition.     The  representatives  of  the  people  in  Congress  ar& 
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alone  competent  to  judge  of  the  general  dispositbn  of  the  people, 
and  to  what  precise  poini  of  reformation  they  are  ready  to  go. 
On  this,  therefore,  I  do  not  presume-  to  give  an  opinion,  nor  to 
pronounce  between  the  comparative  expediency  of  the  three  pro- 
positions ;  but  shall  be  ready  to  give  whatever  aid  1  can  to  any  of 
them  which  shall  be  adopted  by  the  legislature. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,     ^ 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CXXlJt. 


TO   THE    SPEAKER    OF   THE    HOUSE    OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  January  2, 1793. 


According  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
of  the  3 1st  of  December,  delivered  to  me  yesterday,.!  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  a  list  of  the  several  persons  employed  in 
my  office,  with  the  salaries  allowed  to  each,  as  follows : 

Dollars. 
George  Taylor,  jr.  (of  New  York)  chief  clerk,  his  salary 

fixed  by  law,  .  .  .  .  800  . 

Jacob  Blackwell,  (of  New  York)  clerk,         .  .  500 

George  Pfeiffer,  (of  Pennsylvania)  clerk,  .  ,  600 

Philip  Freneau,    (of  New  York)  clerk  for  foreign  lan- 
guages, .  .  .  .  .  250 
Sampson  Crosby,  (of  Massachusetts)  messenger  and  oSice 
-keeper,               ..      .      .            .  '          .             .          250  • 
The  act  of  Congress  of  June  the  4th,  1790,  c.  18,  allowed  me 
an  additional  clerk  with  the  same  salary  as  the  chief  clerk.    After 
the  retirement  of  the  person  first  appointed,  whose  services  had 
been  particularly  desirable,  because  of  his  long  and  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  papers  of  the  office,  it  did  not  appear  neces- 
sary to  i^tiake  further  use  of  the  indulgence  of  that  law.    No  new 
appointment,  therefore,  has  been  made. 

The  clerk  for  foreign  languages  has  but  half  the  usual  salary. 
I  found  his  clerkship  on  this  establishment  when  I  came  into  office, 
and  made  no  change  in  it,  except,  that  in  the  time  of  his  prede- 
cessor, where  translations  were  required  from  any  language  with 
which  he  was  unacquainted,  they  were  sent  to  a  special  trans-. 
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lator  and  paid  for  by  the  public.    Tiie  present  clerk  is  required 
to  defray  this  expense  himself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  respect,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jeffebson 


LETtfcR   <3XXX. 


Circular  to  the  ministers    of  France,  the  United  Netherlands, 
;      Great  Britain,  ^c.  < 


■ ;  •('"' 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  February  13,  1793. 


.  The  House  of  Representatives  having  referred  to  me,  to  report 
to  them  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  on 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations,  1  have 
accordingly  prepared  a  report  on  that  subject.  Being  particularly 
anxious  that  it  may  be  exact  in  matters  of  fact,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  putting  into  your  hands,  privately  and  informally,  an  extract  of 
such  as  relate  to  our  commerce  with  your  nation,  in  hopes  that  if 
you  can  either  enlarge  or  correct  them,  you  will  do  me  that  favor. 
It  is  safer  to  suppress  an.  error  in  its  first  conception,  than  to  trust 
to  any  after  correction ;  and  a  confidence  in  your  sincere  desire 
to  communicate  or  to  r6-establish  any  truths  which  may  contribute 
to  a  perfect  understanding .  between  our  two  nations,  has  induced 
me  to  make  the  present  request.  I  wish  it  had  been  in  my  power 
to  have  done  this  sooner,  and  thereby  have  obtained  the  benefit 
of  your  having  more  time  to  contemplate  it :  but  circumstances 
have  retarded  the  entire  completion  of  the  report  till  the  Congress 
is  approaching  its  end,  which  will  oblige  me  to  give  it  in  witliin 
three  or  four  days. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  Th  :  Jefferson. 


P.  S.  The  report  having  been  prepared  before  tlie  late  dimi- 
nution of  the  duties  on  our  tobacco,  tliat  circumstance  will  be 


noted  in  the  letter  which  will  cover  tlie  report. 


T.  J. 


France  receives  favorably  our  bread  stuff,  rjce,  wood,  pot  ^nd 
pearl  ashes.  •  <  ••  .      ".     ^ 

A  duty  of  five  sous  the  kent^,  or  nearly  four  and  a  half  cents, 
is  paid  on  our  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine.     Our  whale, oils  pay  six 
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livres  the  kenta],  and  are  the  only  whale  oils  admitted.  Our  indigo 
pays  five  livres  the  kental,  their  own  two  add  a  half ;  but  a  differ- 
ence of  quality,  still  more  than  a  difference  of  du^,  prevents  its 
seeking  that  market.  '  ." 

Salted  beef  is  received  fre  for  re-exportation;  but  if  for 
home  consumption,  it  pays  five  i.»^res  the  kental.  Other  salted 
provisions  pay  that  duty  in  all  cases,  and  salted  fish  is  made 
lately  to  pay  the  prohibitory  one,  of  twenty  livres  the  kental. 

Our  ships  are  free  to  carry  thither  all  foreign  goods,  which 
may  be  carried  in  their  own  or  any  other  vessels,  except  tobaccos 
not  of  out  own  growth :  and  they  participate  with  theirs,  the  ex- 
clusive carriage  of  our  whale  oils. 

During  their  former  government,  our  tobacco  was  under  a  mo- 
nopoly, but  paid  no  duties ;  and  our  ships  were  freely  sold  in  their 
ports  and  converted  into  national  bottoms.  The  first  National  As- 
sembly took  from  our  ships  this  privilege.  They  emancipated 
tobacco  from  its  monopoly,  but  subjected  it  to  duties  of  eighteen 
livres  fiifteen  sous  the  kental,  carried  in  their  own  vessels,  and 
twenty-five  livres,  carried  in  ours ;  a  difference  more  than  equal 
to  the  freight  of  the  article. 

Th^  and  their  colonies  consume  what  they  receive  from  us. 

France,  by  a  standing  law,  permits  her  West  India  possessions  to 
receive  directly  our  vegetables,  live  provisions,  horses,  wood,  tar, 
pitch,  and  turpentine,  rice  and  maize,  add  prohibits  our  other 
bread  stuff:  but  a  suspension  of  this  prohibition  having  been  left 
to  the  colonial  legislature,  in  times  of  scarcity,  it  was  formerly  sus- 
pended occasionally,  but  latterly  without  interruption. 

Our  fish  and  salted  provisions  (except  pork)  are  received  in 
their  islands,  under  a  duty  of  three  colonial  livres  the  kental,  arid 
our  vessels  are  as  free  as  their  own  to  carry  our  commodities 
thither,  and  to  bring  away  rum  and  molasses, 


The  United  Netherlands  prohibit  our  piekled  beef  and  pork, 
meals  and  bread  of  all  sorts,  and  lay  a  prohibitory  duty  on  spirits 
distilled  from  grain. 

All  other  of  our  productions  are  received  on  varied  duties, 
which  may  be  reckoned,  on  a  medium,  at  about  three  per  cent. 

They  consume  but  a  small  proportion  of  what  they  receive. 
The  xesidue  is  partly  forwarded  for  consumption  in  the  inland  parts 
of.  Europe,  and  partly  re-shipped  to  other  maritime  countries. 
On  the  latter  portion,  they  intercept  between  us  and  the  consumer, 
so  much  of  the  real  value  as  is  absorbed  by  the  charges  attending 
an  intermediate  deposite. 
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Foreign  goods,  except  some  East  India  articles,  are  received 
in  the  vessels  of  any  nation. 

Our  ships  may  be  sold  and  naturalized  there,  with  exceptions 
of  one  or  two  privileges,  which  scarcely  lessen  their  value. 

In  die  American  possessions  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and 
Sweden^  our  vessels  and  produce  are  received,  subject  to  duties, 
not  so  heavy  as  to  have  been  complained  of. 

*■  ^' 

Great  Britain  receives  our  pot  and  pearl  ashes  free,  while 
those  of  other  nations  pay  a  duty  of  two  shillings  three  pence  the 
kental.  There  is  an  equal  distinction  in  favor  of  our  bar  iron,  of 
which  article,  however,  we  do  not  produce  enough  for  our  own 
use.  Woods  are  free  from  us,  wWlst  they  pay  some  small  duty 
from  other  countries.  Indigo  and  flaxseed  are  free  from  all 
countries.  Our  tar  and  pitch  pay  eleven  pence  sterling  the  barrel. 
From  other  alien  countries  they  pay  about  a  penny  and  a  third  more. 

Our  tobacno,  for  their  own  consumption,  pays  one  shilling 
three  pence  sterling  the  pound,  custom  and  excise,  besides  heavy 
expenses  of  collection :  and  rice,  in  the  same  case,  pays  seven 
shillings  four  pence  sterling  the  hundred  weight,  which  rendering 
it  too  dear  as  an  article  of  common  food,  it  is  consequently  used 
in  very  small  quantity. 

Our  salted  fish,  and  other  salted  provisions,  except  bacon,  are 
prohibited.  Bacon  and  whale  oils^  are  under  prohibitory  duties  : 
so  are  our  grains,^  meals  and  bread,  as  to  internal  consumption, 
unless  in  times  of  such  scarcity  as  may  raise  the  price  of  wheat  to 
fifty  shillings  sterling  the. quarter,  and  other  grains  and  meals  \n 
proportion. 

Our  ships,  though  purchased  and  navigated  by  their  own  sub- 
jects, are  not  permitted  to  be  used,  even  in  their  trade  with  us. 

While  the  vessels  of  other  nations  are  secured  by  standing 
laws,  which  cannot  be  altered  but  by  the  concurrent  will  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  British  legislature,  in  carrying  thither  any 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  country  to  which  they  belong, 
which  may  be  lawfully  carried  in  any  vessels,  ours,  with  the  same 
prohibition  of  what  is  foreign,  are  further  prohibited  by  a  standing 
law  (12.  Car.  2.  c.  18..  s.  3;)  fixim  carrying  thither  all  and  any  of 
our  domestic  productions  and  manufactures.  A  subsequent  act,  in- 
deed, hds  authorised  their  executive  to  permit  the  carriage  of  our 
own  productions  in  our  own  bottoms,*  at  its  sole  discretion :  and  the 
permission  has  been  given  from  yearto  year,  by  proclamation  ;  but 
subject  every  moment  to  be  withdrawn  on  that  single  will,  in 
which  event,  our  vessels  having  any  thing  on  board,  stand  inter- 
dicted from  the  entry  of  all  British  ports.    The  disadvantage  of 
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a  tenure  which  may  be  so  suddenly  discontmued,  was  experien- 
ced by  our  merchants  on  a  late  occasion,  whqn  an  official  notifica- 
tion that,  this  law  would  be  strictly  enforced,  gave  them  just 
apprehensions  for  the  fate  of  their  vessels  and  cargoes  despatched 
or  destined  to  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  pi-ivately  be- 
lieved, indeed,  that  the  order  of  that  court  went  further  than  their 
.  intention,  and  so  we  were,  tifterwards,  officially  informed  :  but  the 
embarrassments  of  the  moment  were  real  and  great,  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  their  renewal  lays  our  commerce  to  that  .coufitry  under 
the  same  species  of  discouragement,  as  to  other  countries  where 
it  is  regulated  by  a  single  legislator :  and  the  distinction  is  too  re- 
markable not  to  be  noticed,  that  our  navigation  is  excluded  from 
the  security  of  fixed  laws,  while  that  securi^  is  given  to  the  navi- 
gation of  others. 

Our  vessels  pay  in  their  ports  one  shilling  nine  pence  sterling 
per  ton,  light  and  tritrity  dues,  more  than  is  paid  by  British  ships, 
except  in  the  port  of  London,  where  they  pay-the  same  as  British. 

The  greater  part  of  what  they  receive  from  us,  is  re-exported 
to  other  countiies,  under  the  useless  charges  of  an  intermediate 
deposite  and  double  voyage. 

From  tables-  published  in  England,  and  compo'sed,  as  is  said, 
from  the  books  of  their  Custom  Houses,  it  appears,  that  of  the  indigo 
imported  t^ere  in  the  years  1773-4-5,  one  third  was  re-exported ; 
and  from  a  document  of  authority,  we  learn  that  of  the  rice  and 
.tobacco  imported  there  before  the  war,  four  fifths  were  re-export- 
ed. We  are  assured,  indeed,  that  the  i]uantities  sent  thither  for 
re-exportation  since  the,  war,  are  considerably  diminished  ;  yet  less 
so  than  reason  and  national  interest  would  dictate.  The  whole  of 
our  grain  is  re-exported,  when  wheat  is  bel6w  fifty  shillings  the 
quarter,  and  other  grains  in  proportion. 

Great  Britain  admits  in  her-  islands  our  vegetables,  live  provi- 
sions, horses,  wood,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine,  rice  and  bread  stuff, 
by  a  proclamation  of  her  executive,  limited  always  to  die  term  of 
a  year,  but  hitherto  renewed  from  year. to  year.  She  prohibits 
our  salted  fish  and  other  saltjed  provisions.  She  does  not  permit 
our  vessels  to  carry  thither  oi  iwn  produce.  Her  vessels  alone 
may  take  it  fi'om  us,  and  bring  in  exchange,  rum,  molasses,,  sugar, 
coffee,  cocoa  nuts,  ginger  and  pimento.  There  are,  indeed, 
some  freedoms  in  the  island  of  Dominica,  but  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  be  little  used  by  us.  ]n  the  British  continental  co- 
•  lonies,  and  in  Newfoundland,  all  our  prod^ctioDS  are  prohibited, 
and  bur  vessels  fc^rbidden  to  enter  theu*  ports.  Their  Governors, 
however,  in  rimes  of  distressi,  have  powef  to  permit  a  temporary 
importation  of  certain  articles  io  their  own  bottoms,  but  not  in  ours. 
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Our  citizens  cannot  reside  as  merchants  or  factors  within  any  of 
the  British  plantations,  this  being  expressly  prohibited  by  the  same 
statute  of  12  Car.  2.  c.  18,  commonly  called  their  navigation  act. 

Of  our  commercial  objects,  Spain  receives  favorably  our  bread 
stuff,  salted  fish,  wood,  ehips,  tar,  pitch  and  turpentine.  On  our 
meals,  however,  .when  re-exported  to  their  colonies,  they  have 
lately  imposed  duties,  of  from  half  a  dollar  to  two  dollars  the  bar- 
rel, the  duties  being  so  proportioned  to  the  current  price  of  their 
own  flour,  as  that  both  together  are  to  make  the  constant  sum  of 
nine  dollars  per  bai  rel. 

They  do  not  discourage  our  rice,  pot  and  pearl  ash,  salted  pro- 
visions, or  whale  oil :  but  these  articles  being  in  small  demand  at 
their  markets,  are  carried  thither  but  in  a  small  degree.  Their 
demand  for  rice,  however,  is  increasing.  Neither  tobacco  nor 
indigo  are  received  there. 

Thertaselves  and  their  cok)nies  are  the  actual  consumers' of 
what  they  receive  from  us. 

Our  navigation  is  free  with  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  foreign  goods 
being  received  there  in  our  ships  on  the  same  conditions  as  if  car- 
ried in  their  own,  or  in  the  vessels  of  the  country  of  which  such 
goods  are  the  manufacture  or  produce. 

Spain  and  Portugal  refuse  to  those  parts  of  America  which 
they  govern,  all  direct  intercourse  with  any  people  but  themselves* 
The  commodities  in  mutual  demand  between  them'  and  their 
neighbors,  muSt  be  carried  to  be  exchanged  in  some  port  of  the 
dominant  country,  and  the  transportation  between  that  and  the 
subject  state,  must  be  in  a  domestic  boltom. 
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LET-TEE   CXXXI 


•11 


TO    MR.    HAMMOND. 


i.^ 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  February  16, 1793. 


I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  with  the  state- 
ment of  the  duties  payable  on  articles  impprted  into  Great  Britain. 
The  object  of  the  report,  from  which  I  had  communicated  some 
efxtracts  to  you,  not  requiring  a  minute  detail  of  the  several  duties 
on  every  article,  in  every  counjry,  I  had  presented  both  articles 
and  duties  in  groups,  and  in  general  terms,  conveying  information 
sufficientiy  accurate  for  the  object.     And  1  have  the  satisfaction 
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to  find,  on  re-examining  the  expressions  in  the  report,  that  they 
correspond  widi  yoor  statement  as  nearly  as  generals  can  with 
particulars.  The  differences  which  any  nation  makes  between 
our  commodities  and  those  of  other  countries,  whether  favorable 
or  unfavorable  to  us,  were  proper  to  be  noted.  But  they  were 
subordinate  to  the  more  important  questions,  what  countries  con- 
sume most  of  our  produce,  exact  the  lightest  duties,  and  leave 
to  us  the  most  favorable  balance? 

You  seem  to  think  that  in  the  mention  made  of  your  official 
communication  of  April  the  11th,  1792,  that  the  clause  in  the  na- 
vigation act  (prohibiting  our  own  produce  to  be  carried  in  our 
own  vessels  into  the  British  European  dominions)  would  be  strict- 
ly enforced  in  future,  and  the  private  belief  expressed  at  the  same 
time,  that. the  intention  of  that  court  did  not  go  so  far,  that  the 
latter  terms  are  not  sufficiently  accurate.  About  the  fact  it  is 
impossible  we  should  differ,  because  it  is  a  written  one.  The 
only  difference  then,  must  be  a  merely  verbal  one.  For  thus 
stands  the  fact.  In  yoiu*  letter  of  April  the  11th,  you  say,  you 
have  received  by  a.  circular  despatch  from  your  court,  directions 
to  inform  this  government  that  it  had  been  determined  in  future 
strictly  to  enforce  this  clause  of  the  navigation  act.  This  I  con- 
sidered as  an  official  notification.  In  your  answer  of  April  the 
12th,  to  my  request  of  explanation,  you  say,  ^  In  answer  to  your 
letter  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  of  observing  that  I  haVe  no 
other  insn*uctions  upon  the  subject  of  my  communication,  than  such 
as  are  contained  in  the  circular  despatch,  of.  which  I  stated  the 
purport  in  my  letter  dated  yesterday.  1  have,  however,,  no  dif- 
ficulty in  assuring  you,  that  the  result  of  my  personal  conviction  is, 
that  the  determination  of  his  Majesty's  government  to  enforce  the 
clause  of  the  act,  &:c.  is  not  intended  to  militate  against  the  pro- 
clamation,' &c.  This  personal  conviction  is  expressed  in  the  re- 
port as  a  private  belief  in  contradistinction  to  the  official  declara- 
tion. In  your  letter  of  yesterday,  you  chose  to  call  it  *  a  formal 
assurance  of  your  conviction.'  As  I  am  not  scrupulous  about 
words  when  they  are  once  explained,  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  substi- 
tuting in  the  report,  your  own  words,  *  personal  conviction^^  for 
those  of  ^private  beliefs  which  1  had  thought  equivalent.  I  cannot 
indeed  insert  that  it  was  9i  formal  assurance,  lest  some  readers 
might  confound  this  with  an  official  one,  without  reflecting  that 
you  could  not  mean  to  give  official  assurance  that  the  clause 
would  be  enforced)  and  official  assurance,  at  the  same  time,  of 
your  personal  conviction  that  it  would  not  be  enforced. 

I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  verbally  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  3rd  of  August,  when  you  oid  me  that  of  making  the 
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inquiry  verbally  about  six  weeks  ago ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
you,  that  I  am  with  due  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  And 
most  humble  servant, 

.   •  Ta:  Jefferson. 


'   ■    ::    ■   ■■#  ... 

LETTER   CXXXII. 
TO    M.    DE    TERNANT. 


1  * 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  Febmary  17,.]79;». 


.:| 


I  have  duly  received  jour  letter  of  yesterday,  and  am  sensible 
of  your  favor  in  furnishing  me-  with  your  observations  on  the 
statement  of  the  corarlieree  between  our  two  nations,,  of  which  I 
shall  avail  mysfelf  for  the  good  of  both.  The  omission  of  our 
p.articipation  with  your  vessels,  in  the  exclusive  transportation  of 
onr  tobacco,  was  merely  that  of  the  copy,  as  it  was  expressed  in 
the  original  draught  where  the  same  circumstance  respecting  our 
whale  oil  was  noted  :  and  I  am  happy  that  your  notice  of  it  has 
enabled  me  to  reinstate  it  before  the  report  goes  out  of  rajy  hand. 

I  must  candidly  acknowledge  to  you,  that  I  do  not  foresee  th6 
same  effect  in  favor  of  our  navigation,  from  the  Ime  reduction  of 
duties  on  our  tdiaccos  in  France,  which  you  seem  to  expectl 
The  difference  in  favor  of  French  vessels  is  still  so,  great,  asj  ia 
my  opinion,  to  make  it  their  interest  to  quit  all  other  branches 
of  the  carrying  business,  to  take  up  this;  and  as  your  stock  of 
shipping  is  not  adequate  to  the  cnrriage  of  all  your  exports,  the 
branches  which  you  abandon  will  be  taken  up  by  other  nations : 
so  that  this  difference  thrusts  us  out  of  the  tobacco  carriage,  to 
let  other  nations  in  to  the  carriage  of  other  branches  of  your  com- 
merre.  I  must  therefore  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  express 
my  hope,  diat  your  nation  will  again  revise  this  subject,  and  place 
it  on  more  equal  grounds.  I  am  happy  in  concurring  with  you 
more  perfectly  in  another  sentitnent,  that  as  the  principles  of  our 
governments  become  more  congenial,  the  links  of  affection  are 
multiplied  between  us.  It  is  impossible  they  should  multiply  be- 
yond our  wishes.  Of  tlie  sincere  interest  we  take  in  the  happi- 
ness and  prosperity  of  your  nation,  you  have  had  tlie  most  une- 
quivocal proofs.  ' 

I  pray  you  to  accept  assurances  of  sincere  attachment  to  you 
personally,  anrl  of  the  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem^  with 
which  I  ain,  Sir,  your  most, obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Tii:  Jefferson. 
VOL.  III.  27 
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LBrTJSR     CXXXUI. 


TO    M.    DE   TERNANT. 


Sl^, 


Philadelphia,  February  iJO,  17i)i. 


1  have  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States  your  no- 
tification of  the  17th  instant,  in  the  name  of  the  Provisory  Execu- 
tive Council  charged  witli  the  administration  of  your  government, 
that  the  French  nation  has  constituted  itself  into  a  republic. 
The  President  receives  with  great  satisfaction  this  attention  of 
the  Executive  Council,  and  the  desire  they  have  manifested  of 
nialqng  known  to.  as  the  resolution  entered  into  by  the  National 
Convention,  even  before  a  definitive  regulation  of  theif  new  estab- 
lishipent  could  take  place.  Be  assured.  Sir,  that  the  government 
and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  view  with  the  most  sincere 
pleasure  every  advance  of  your  nation  towards  its  happiness,  an 
object  essentially  connected  with  its  liberty,  and  they  consider 
the  union  of  principles  and  pursuits  between  our  two  countries, 
as  a  link  which  binds  still  closer  iheir  interests  and  {iffections. 
We  earnestly  wish  on  our  part,  that  these  our  natural  dispositions 
may  be  imprQved  to  mutual  good,  by  establishing  our  commercial 
intercourse  on  principles  as  friendly  to  natural  right  and  freedoiln, 
as  are  those  of  our  governments. 

I  am,  with  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Th  :  Jefferson.  • 


• 


K. 


I   . 


LETTER    CXXXIV. 


H     TO   THE.  SFEAICER    OF    THE    HOUSE    OF .  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Sill, 


Philadelphia,  February  20, 1703. 


The  House  of  Representatives,  about  the  close  of  the  session 
before  the  last,  referred  to  me  the  report  of  a  committee  on  a 
message  from  the  President  of  tiiu  United  States,  of  the  14th  of 
February,  IT 91,  with  directions  to  rejiort  to  Congress  the  nature 
and  ejctfent  of  the  privileges  and  restrictions  of  the  commercial 
intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations,  and  measures 
for  its  improvement.     The  report  was  accordingly  prepared  during 
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the  ensuing  recess,  ready  to  be  delivered  at  llie  next  session,  that 
is  to  say,  at  the  last.  It  was  thought  possible  <at  that  time,  how- 
ever, tliat  some  changes  might  take  place  in  the  existing  state  oi 
things,  ivhich- might  call  for  correspoqding  changes  in  measures. 
I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  this  in  a  letter  to  the  Speaker  of 
tlte  House  of  Representative^,  to  express  an  opinion  that  a  sus- 
pension of  proceedings  thereon,  for  a  lime,  might  be  expedient, 
and  to  propose  retaining  the  report  till  the  present  session,  unless 
the  House  should  be  pleased  to  signify  their  pleasure  to  the  con- 
trary. The  changes  then  contemplated  have  not  taken  place, 
nor,  after  waitmg  as  long  as  the  term  of  the  session  will  admit,  in 
order  to  learn  something  further  on  the  subject,  can  any  thing 
definite  thereon  be  now  said.  If,  therefore,  the  House  wishes  to 
proceed  on  the  subject,  the  report  shall  be  delivered  at  a  moment's 
warning.  Shoirid  they  not  choose  to  take  it  up  till  their  next 
session,  it  will  be  an  advantage  to  be  permitted  to  keisp  it  by  me 
till  then,  as  some  further  particulars  may  perhaps  be  procured 
relative  to  certain  parts  of  our  commerce,  of  which  precise  in- 
formation is  difficult  to  obtain.  I  make  this  sOggestion,  however, 
with  the  most  perfect  deference  to  their  will,  the  first  intimation  of 
which  shall  be  obeyed  on  my  part,  so  as  to  occasion  them  no 
delay.  .:i   •  "  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  es- 
teem and  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser* 
vant, 

:-     t""    ■        Th:  Jefferson. 


r* 
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LETTER    rX  XXV, 


TO    rOVERNEUR    MORllIft.       "^  ' 


I'" 


'i ; 
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.  V-;  Philadelphia,  March  12,  1793. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yolir  Nos.  8  to  13,  inclusive,  have  been  duly  received.  I  am 
sensible  that  your  situation  must  have  been  difiSeult  during  the  tran- 
sition from  the  late  form  of  government  to  the  re-establishment  of 
some  other  legitimate  authority,  and  that  you  may  have  been  at  a 
loss  to  determine  with  whom  business  might  be  done.  Neverthe- 
less, when  principles  are  well  understood,  their  application  is  less 
embarrassing.  We  surely  cannot  deny  to  any  nation  that  right 
whereon'  our  own  government  is  founded,  that  every  one  may 
govern  itself  according  to  whatever  form  it  pleases,  and  change 
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these  forms  at  its  own  will;  and  that  it  may  transact  its  business 
with  foreign  nations.^  through  whatever  organ  it  thinks  proper, 
whether  King,  Convention,  Assembly,  Committee,  President,  or 
any  tiling  else  it  may  choose.  The  will  of  tlie, nation  is  the  only 
thing  essential  to  be  regarxled.  On  the  dissojution  of  the  late  con- 
stitution in  France,  by  removing  so  integral  a '  part  of  it  as  the 
King,  the  National  Assembly,  to  whom  a  part  only  of  the  public 
authority  had  been  delegated,  appear  to  hav(&  -consideretjl  them- 
selves as  incompetent  to  transact  the  affairs  of  the  nation  legiti- 
mately. They  invited  their  fellow  citizens,  therefore,  to  appoint  a 
National  Convention.  In  conformity  with  this  Uieir  idea  of  the 
defective  state  of  the  national  authority,  you  were  desired  from 
hence  to  suspend  further  payments  of  our  debt  to  France  till  new 
orders,  with  an  assurance,  however,  to  the  acting  power,  that  the 
suspension  should  not  be  continued  a  moment  longer  than  should 
be  necessary  for  us  to  see  the  re-establishment  of.  some  person  or 
body  of  persons  authorised  to  receive  puymejit  and  give  us  a  good 
acquittal;  (if  you  should  find  it  necessary  to  give  any  assurance 
or  explanation  at  all.)  In  ihe  mean  time,  we  went  on  paying  up 
the  four  niiUions  of  livres  which  had  .  been  destined  by  the  last 
constituted  authorities  to  the  relief  of  St.  Domingo.  Before  this 
Was  completed,  we  received  information  that  a  National  Assem- 
bly had  met,  with  full  powers  to  transact  the  affairs  of  the  nation, 
and  soon  afterwards,  the  minister  of  France  here  presented  an 
application  for  three  millions  of  livres,  to  be  hid  out  in  provisions  to 
be  sent  to  France.  Urged  by  the  strongest  attachment  to  that 
country,  and  thinking  it  even  providential  that  monies  lent  to  us  in 
distress  could  be  repaid  under  like  circumstances,  we  had  no 
hesitation  to  comply  with  the  application,  and  arrangements  are 
accordingly  taken,  for  furnishing  this  sum  at  epochs  accommodated 
to  the  demand  and  our  means  of  paying  it.  We  suppose  this 
will  rallier  overpay  the  instalments  Jid  interest  due  on  the  loans 
of  eighteen,  six,  and  ten  millions,  to  the  end  of  1792;  and  wc 
shall  certainly  use  our  utmost  endeavors  to  make  punctual  pay- 
ments of  the  instalments  and  interest  hereafter  becoming  ex'^ible, 
and  to  omit  no  opportunity  of  convincing  that  nation  how  cordially 
we  wish  to  serve  tliem.  Mutual  good  offices,  mutual  arfection, 
and  similar  principles  of  government,  seem  to  destine  the  two  na- 
tions for  the  most  intimate  communion:  and  I  cannot  too  much 
press  it  on  you,  to  improve  every  opportunity  which  may  occur  in 
.the  changeable  scenes  which  ai^  passing,  and  to  seize  Uiem  as  tliey 
occur,  for  placing  our  commerce  with  that  nation  and  its  depend- 
dencies,  on  the  freest  and  most  encouraging  footing  possible. 
Besides  what  we  have  furnished  publicly  for  the  relief  of  St. 
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Domingo,  individual  merchants  of  the  United  States  have  carried 
considerable  supplies  thither,  which  have  been  sometimes,  purchas- 
ed, sometimes  taken  by  force,  and  bills  given  by  the  administra- 
tion of  the  colony  on  the  minister  here,  which  have  been  protested 
for  want  of  funds.  We  have  no  doubt  that  justice  will  be  done  to 
these  our  citizens,  and  that  without  a  delay  which  would  be  ruin- 
ous to  them.  We  wish  authority  to  be  giyr  to  the  minister  of 
France  here  to  pay  the  just  demands  of  our  citizens^  out  of  the 
mbnies  he  may  receive  from  us. 

During  the  fluctuating  state  of  the  awsijg-nfli*  of  France,  I  rtiust 
ask  the  lavor  of  you  to  inform  me,  in  every  letter,  of  the  rate  of 
exchange  between  them  and  coin,  this  being  niecessary  for  the 
regulation  of  our  Custom  Houses.  ,    .     ,• 

Congress  closed  its  session  on  die  ^nd  instant.  You  will  see 
their  acts  in  the  newspapers  forwarded  to  you,  and  the  "body  of 
them  shall  be  sent  as  sbon  as  the  octavo  edition  is  printed.  We 
are  to  liold  a  treaty  with  the  western  Indians  in  the  ensumg  month 
of  May,  t)ut  not  under  very  hopeful  auspides. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  newspapers,  a  remarkable  fall  in  the 
price  of  our  public  paper.  ThFs.is  owing  chiefly  to  the  extraor- 
dloaiy  demand  for  the  produce  of  bur  country,  and  a  temporary 
scarcity  of  cash  to  pprchase  it.  The  merchants  holding  public 
paper  are  obliged  to  part  with  it  at  dny  price,  to  raise  money. 

I  sent  you,  by  the  way  of  London,  a  dozen  plans  of  the  city  of 
Washington  in  the  federal  territory,  hoping  you  would  have  theni 
displayed  to  public  view  where  tliey  would  be  most  seen  by  those 
descriptions  of  men  worthy  and  likely  to  be  attracted  to  it.  Paris, 
Lyons,  Rouen,  and  the  sea  port  towns  of  Havre,  Nantes,  Bour- 
deaux  and  Marseilles,  would  be  proper  places  to  send  some  of 
them.  I  trust  to  Mr.  Taylor  to  forward  you  the  newspapers  by 
every  direct  occasion  to  France.  These  are  rare  at  all  tinties, 
and  eSspecially  in  the  vyinter:  and  to  send  them  through  England 
woiiW  cost  too  much  in  postage.  To  these  circumstances,  as  Well, 
probably,  as  to  some  miscarriages,  you  must  ascribe  the  length  of 
intervals  sometimes  experienced  in  the  receipt  of  your  papers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  great  esteem  and  respect,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

.,'  ^  '  Th:  Jefferson. 
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-.   LETTER,  CXXXVI. 
TO    Clou VERNKUR  MORRIS.    . 


■^  .  Philadelphia^  Marcli  15,  1793. 

Dear  Sir,  .  .♦• 

The  President  has  seen  wiili  satisfaction,  that  the  mini$ters  of 
the  United  States  in  Europe,  while,  they  have  avoicJed.an  useless 
commitment  of  their  nation  on  the  subject  of  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  have  nevertheless  shewn  themselves  attentive  to  his  situ- 
ation. The  inteirest  which  the  President  himself,  and  our  citizen? 
in  general,  take  in  the  welfare  of  this  gentleman,  is  great  and  sin- 
cere, and  wilL  entirely  justify  all  prudent  efforts  to  serve  him.  I 
am  therefore  to  desire,  that  you  will  avail  yourself  of  every  op- 
portunity of  sounding  the  way  towards  his  liberation,  of  finding  out 
whethier  thos6  iii  whose  power  he  is  are  very  tenacious  of  him,  of 
insinuating  through  such  channels  as  you  shall  think  suitable,  -the 
attentions  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  to 
this  object,  and  the  interest  they  take  in  it>  and .  of  procuring  his 
liberation  by  informal  solicitations,  if  possible.  But  if  formal  ones 
be  necessary,  and  the  moment  should  arrive  when  you  shall  find 
that  they  will  be-  effectual,  you  are  authorised  to  signify,  througli 
such  chatmel  as  you  shall  find  suitable,  that  our  government  and 
nation,  faithful  in  their  attachments  to  this  gentleman  for  the  ser- 
vices he  has  rendered  them,  feel  a  lively  interest  in  his  welfare, 
andiwill  view  his  liberation  as  a  mark  of  consideration  and  fiiend- 
ship  for  the  United  States,  and  as  a  new  niodve  for  esteem  and 
a  reciprocation  of  kind  offices  towards  the  power  to  whoin  they 
shall  be  indebted  for  this  act.  "^    . 

A  like  letter  being  written  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  you  m\\  of  course 
take  care,  that  however  you  may  act  through  different  channels, 
there  be  still  a  sufficient  degree  of  concert  in  your  proceedings. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  pir»  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humhle  servant,  '  *  -      -' 
'♦.     •                                     *      Th:  Jefferson; 
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LETTER   CXXXTU. 


■  * 


TO   MR..  PINCKNEY. 


'h'i. 


■»■. 


;:*,..    Philttdelph^i,  March  1.6,  1703,   •. 

De^r  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  on  the  30tli  pf  December,  and  again  a  short  letter 
on  the  1st  of  January^  since  wluch  I.  have  received  yours  of  Oc- 
tober the  2nd  atid-5th,  November  the  6th  and  9tb,  and  December 
the  13th,  Hth,  15th.  I  now  inclose  you. the  Treasurer's  second 
of  exchange  for  twenty-four  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
guilders,  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  popper  for  the  mint, 
fix)m  'Sweden,  or  wherever  else  it  can  be  got  on  the  best  terms ; 
the  first  of  exchange  having,  been  inclosed  in  my  letter  of  Decem- 
ber the  3Gtk. 

I  am  in  hopes  you  will-have  been  able  to  enter  into  proper  ar- 
rangements with  the  JBritish  minister  for  the  protection  of  our  sea- 
men from  impressment,  before  the  preparations  forNwar  shall  have 
produced  inconvenience  to  them.  While  he  regards  so  minutely 
the  inconveniences  to  themselves  which  may  result  from  a  due 
regulation  of  this  practice,  it  is  just  he  should  regard  our  incon- 
veniences also,  from  tlie  want  of  it.  His  observations  in  your 
letter  imply  merely,  that  if  they  should  abstain  from  injuring  us,  it 
might  be  attended  with  inconv.enience  40  themselves. 

You  ask,  what  should  be  your  conduct,  in  case  you  should  at 
any  time  discover  negotiations  to  be  going  on,  whidh  might  even- 
tually be  interesting  to  us  ?  The  nature  of  the  particular  case  will 
point  out  what  measures,  on  your  part,  would  be  tlie  most  for  our 
interest,  and  to  your  discretion  we  must  refer  the  taking  such 
measures,  without  waiting  for  instructions,  where  circumstances 
would  not  admit  of  such  a  delays  A  like  i^ecessity  to  act  may 
arise  on  other  occasions..  In  the  changeable  scenes,  for  instance, 
which  are  passing  in  Europe,  were  a  moment  to  offer  when  you 
could  obtain  any  advantage "  for  our  commerce,  and  especially  in 
the  American  colonies,  you  are  desired  to  avail  us  of  it  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  not  to  let  the  occasion  slip  by  for  want  of  previous 
instruction. 

You  ask,  what  encouragements  are  given  to  emigrants  by  tho 
several  States  ?  No  other  than  a  permission  to  become  citizens, 
and  to  participate  of  the  rights  of  citizens,  except  as  to  eligibility 
10  certain  offices  in  the  government.  The  rules,  as  to  these,  are 
not  unifonn  in  the  States.  I  haVe  found  it  absolutely  impracticable 
10  obtain,  even  for  niy  office,  a  regular  transmission  of  tlie  laws  of 


! 
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the  several  States :  consequently,  it  would  be  more  so  to  furnish 
them  to  our  ministers  abroad.  .  You  will  receive .  by  this  or  the 
first  proper  conveyance,  those^  of  Congress,  passed  at  their  last 
session. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  any  authority  for  the  advance  of 
monies  to  Mr.  Wilson.  Were  we  to  do  it  in.  his  case,  we  should, 
on  the  same  principles,  be  obliged  to,  do  it  in  several  others 
wbereia  foreign  nations  decUne  or  dejay  doing  justice  to  oulr  citi- 
zens. No  law  of  the  United  States  would  cover  such  an  act  of 
the  executive  ;  and  all  we.  can  do  legally,  is,  to  give  him  all  the 
aid  which  our  patronage  of  his  claims  with  thf  British  court,  can 
effect.      , 

With  respect  to  the  payment  of  your  allowances,  as  the  laws 
authorise  the  payment  of  a  given  number  of  dollars  to  you,  and  as 
your  duties  place  you  ii»  London,  1  suppose  we  are  to  pay  you  the 
"dollars  xhere,  or  other  money  of  equal  value,  estimated  by  the  par 
of  the  metals.  Such  has,  accordingly,  been  the  practice  ever  since 
the  close'  of  the  war.  -'  Your  powers  to  draw  on  cur  bankers  in 
Holland,  will  lettveyou  the  master  of  fixing  your  ^drafts  by  this 
standard,  ,      ' 

The  transactions  of  Europe 'are  now.  so  interesting,' that -I  should 
be  obli^d  tb  you,  evejy  week)  to  put  the  Ley  den  gazettes  of  the 
week  under  cover  to  me ;  and  put  them^  into  such  ship's  bag  as 
1^11  be  first  coming  to -any -port  north  of  North  Carolina.    '      "" 

Mr.  Barclay^«  death  isjiist  made  knovVn  to  us,  and  measures 
are  taking  in  consequence  of  it.  '    * 

Yoii  will  perceive  by  the  newspapers,  c  j-etnarkable  Tall  in  the 
price  of  our  public  paper.  This  is  owing  Ohi^y  to  the  extraor- 
dinary demand  for  the  produce  of  our  country,  anicl"^  a  temporary 
scarcity  of  cash  to  purchase  it.  The  «nerchants  holding- public 
paper  are  obliged  to  part' with  it  at  any  price,  to  raise  money. 

I  am,  witk  much .  respect,  Ulear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  burnble  servant* 


Th:  Je¥fersoi«. 
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LKTTEn  cxxxvm.   ••    . 


TO    COLONEL    HUMPHREYS. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  March  21,  1793. 


The  death  of  Admiral  Paul  Jones  first,  and  afterwards  of  Mr, 
Barclay,  to  whom  the  mission  to  Algiers,  explained  in  the  inclosed 
papers,  was  successively  confided,  have  led  the  Presidetit  to  desire 
you  to  undertake  the  execution  of  it  in  person.  These  papers, 
being  copies  of  what  had  been  delivered  to  them,  will  serve  as 
your, guide.  But  Mr.  Barclay  having  been  also  charged  with  a 
mission  to  Morocco,  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  you  some  trouble 
with  respect  to  that  also.  .        ' 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Cutting,  the  bearer  hereof,  is  despatched  spe- 
cially, first  to  receive  from  Mr.  Pinckney  in  London  any  papers 
or  information,  which  his  agency  in  the  Algerine  business  may 
have  enabled  him  to  communicate  to  you :  he  will  then  proceed 
to  deliver  the  whole  to  you,  and  accompany  and  aid  you  in  the 
character  of  secretary. 

It  is  thought  necessary  that  you  should,  in  the  fkst  instance, 
settle  Mr.  Barclay's  accounts  respecting  the  Morocco  mission, 
which  will  probably  render  it  necessary  that  you  should  go  to 
Gibraltar.  The  communications  you  have  had  with  Mr.  Barclay  in 
this  mission,  will  assist  you  in  your  endeavors,  at  a  settlement. 
You  know  the  sum  received  by  Mr.  Barclay  on  that  account,  and 
we  wish  as  exact  a  statement  as  can  be  made  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  has  been  laid  out,  and  what  part  of  its  proceeds  is  now 
on  hand.  You  will  be  pleased  to  make  an  inventory  of  these  pro- 
ceeds now  existing.  If  they  or  any  part  of  them  can  be  used 
for  the  Algerine  mission,  we  would,  have  you  by  all  means  apply 
them  to  that  use,  debiting  the  Algerine  fund  and  crediting  that  of 
Morocco  with  the  amount  of  such  application.  If  they  cannot  be 
so  used,  then  dispose  of  the  perishable  articles  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, and  if  you  can  sell  those  not  perishable  for  what  they  cost, 
do  so,  and  what  you  cannot  so  sell,  deposit  in  any  safe  place  un- 
der your  own  power.  In  this  last  stage  of  the  business,  return  us 
an  exact  account,  1.  of  the  specific  articles  remaining  on  hand 
for  that  mission,  and  their  value.  2.  Of  its  cash  on  hand.  3. 
Of  any  money  which  may  be  due  to  or  from  Mr.  Barclay  or  any 
other  person  on  account  of  this  mission  :  and  take  measures  for  re- 
placing the  clear  balance  of  cash  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  W.  and 
J.  Willincks,  and  Nicholas  and  Jacob  Van  Stapborsts  and  Hubard, 
VOL.  HI.  28 
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This  matter  being  settled,  you  will  be  pleased  to  proceed  on 
the  mission  to  Algiers.  This  you  will  do  by  the  way  of  Madrid, 
if  you  think  any  information  you  can  get  from  Mr.  Carmichael  or 
any  other,  may  be  an  equivalent  for  the  trouble,  expense  and  de- 
lay of  the  journey.  If  not,  proceed  in  whatever  other  way  you 
please  to  Algiers. 

Proper  powers  and  credentials  for  you,  addressed  to  that  go- 
vernment, arc  herewith  inclosed.  The  instructions  first  given  to 
Admiral  Paul  Jones  are  so  full  that  no  others  need  be  added,  ex- 
cept a  qualification  in  one  single  article,  to  wit :  should  that  go- 
vernment finally  reject  peace  on  the  terms  in  money,  to  which  you 
are  authorised  to  go,  you  may  ofier  to  make  the  first  payments  for 
peace  and  that  for  ransom  in  naval  stores,  reserving  die  right  to 
make  the  subsequent  annual  payments  in  money. 

You  are  to  be  allowed  your  travelling  expenses,  your  salary  as 
minister  resident  in  Portugal  going  on.  Those  expenses  must  be 
debited  to  the  Algerine  mission,  and  not  carried  into  your  ordinary 
account  as  resident.  Mr.  Cutting  is  allowed  one  hundred  dollars 
a  month,  and  his  expenses,  which,  as  soon  as  he  joins  you,  will  of 
course  be  consolidated  with  yours.  We  have  made  choice  of 
him  as  particularly  quahfied  to  aid,  under  your  direction,  in  the 
matters  of  account,  with  which  he  is  well  acquainted.  He  re- 
ceives here  an  advance  of  one  thousand  dollars,  by  a  draft  on  our 
bankers  in  Holland,  in  whose  hands  the  fund  is  deposited.  This, 
and  all  other  sums  furnished  him,  to  be  debited  to  the  Algerine 
fund.  J  inclose  you  a  letter  to  our  bankers  giving  you  complete 
authority  over  these  funds,  which  you  had  better  send  with  your 
first  Jraft,  though  I  send  a  copy  of  it  from  hence  by  another  op- 
portunity. 

This  business  being  done,  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  to  Lis- 
bon, and  to  keep  yourself  and  us,  thereafter,  well  informed  of  the 
transactions  in.Morocco ;  and  as  soon  as  you  shall  find  that  the  suc- 
cession to  that  government  is  settled  and  stable,  so  that  we  may 
know  to  whom  a  commissioner  maybe  addressed,  be  so  good  as  to 
give  us  the  information,  that  we  may  take  measures  in  consequence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  much  respept,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient Bjad  most  humble  servant, 

.„  Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CXXXIX. 


TO    COLONEL    HUMPHREYS. 


Philadelphia,  March  22, 1793. 

'  Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  from  No.  CO 
to  67,  inclusive.  You  cannot  be  too  vigilant  against  any  such 
treaty  as  that  mentioned  in  No.  60,  which  by  giving  the  exclusive 
supply  of  wheat  to  Naples,  would  altogether  debar  the  United 
States  from  it.  This  would  bear  so  hard  on  us,  that  not  only  an 
exclusion  of  their  wines  from  the  United  States  ought  to  be  ex- 
pected on  their  part,  but  every  other  measure  which  might  open 
to  us  a  market  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  however  Portugal 
might  be  affected  by  it.  And  I  must  for  ever  repeat  it,  that,  in- 
stead of  excluding  pur  wheat,  we  must  continue  to  hope  that  they 
will  open  their  ports  to  our  flour,  and  that  you  will  continue  to  use 
your  efforts,  on  every  good  occasion,  to  obtain  this  without  waiting 
for  a  treaty. 

As  there  appears  at  present  a  probability  of  a  very  general  war 
in  Europe,  you  will  be  pleased  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  pre- 
serve for  our  vessels  all  thfe  rights  of  neutrality,  and  to  endeavor 
that  our  flag  be  not  usurped  by  others  to  procure  to  themselves 
tlie  benefits  of  our  neutrality.  This  usurpation  tends  to  commit 
us  with  foreign  nations,  to  sj^bject  those  vessels  truly  ours  to  rigor- 
ous scrutinies  and  delays,  ^v^distinguish  them  from  counterfeits, 
and  to  take  the  business  qf^nsportation  out  of  our  hands. 

Continue,^,  you  please,4your  intelligence  relative  to  the  aflairs 
of  Spain,  froii^^hence  we  learn  nothing  but  through  you  :  to 
tj^SMlit  will  ^^cicceptable  that  you  ?^d  any  leading  events  from 
other  courufiei'/  as  we  have  several  ffiiies  received,  important  facts 
through  you,  even  from  London,  sooner  than  they  have  come 
i^-filfljl^l^ondbn  directly. 

i.v/^ite  letters  inclosed  for  Mr.  Carmichael  and  Mr.  Short  are  of 
a  very  secret  trature*     If  you  go  by  Madrid,  you  will  be  the  bearer 
of  them  yourself;  if  not,  it  would  be  better  to  retain  them  than  to 
send  them  by  any  (sonveyance  which  does  not  command  your  en- 
,  .p»]^' confidence.    -I  have  never  yet  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carmi- 
; ;o|^ael  but  the  ^W^  you   brought  from  Madrid.     A  particular  cir- 
cumstance will  oc6asioh  forbearance  yet  a  little  longer. 
y.:'   Captain  Cutting  will  bring  you  a  copy  of  the  laws  of  the  last 
sog^ioti  of  Congress,  and  of  the  gazettes  to  the  time  of  his  depar- 
ture* *  * 
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Not  yet  knowing  the  actual  arrival  of  Mr.  Church  at  Lisbon,  I 
believe -it  will  be  safer  that  I  direct  letters  for  you,  during  your  ab- 
sence, to  Messrs.  Bulkeley  and  son,  with  whom  you  will  leavo 
what  directions  on  the  subject  you  shall  think  proper. 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  Dear  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  aiid  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  JErPERSON. 


LETTER    CXL.* 


TO    MESSRS.    CARMICHAEL    AND    SHORT^ 


>    *'  •  Philadelphia,  March  23,  1793. 

GENTLEMfiN, 

It  is  intimated  to  us  in  such  a  way  as  to  attract  our  attention, 
that  France  means  to  send  a  strong  force  early  this  spring  to  offer 
independence  to  the  Spanish  American  colonies,  beginning  widi 
those  on  the  Mississippi ;  and  that  she  will  not  object  to  the  re- 
ceiving those  on  the  east  side  into  our  confederation.  Interesting 
considerations  require,  that  we  should  keep  ourselves  free  to  act 
in  this  case  according  to  circumstances,  and  consequently,  iliat 
you  should  not,  by  any  clause  of  treaty,  bind  us  to  guaranij  any 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  against  their  own  independence,  nor  indeed 
against  any  other  nation.  For  when  we  thought  we  might  gua- 
j||,  ranty  Louisiana,  on  their  ceding  thfe  Floridas  to  us,  we  apprehend- 

ed it  would  be  seized  by  Great  Britain,  who  would  thus  com- 
pletely encircle  us  with  her  colonies  and  fleets.  This  danger  is 
now  removed  by  the  concert  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain ; 
and  the  times  will  soon  enough  gi^  8  independence,  and  conse- 
quently free  con^merce  to  our  neighbors,  without  our  risking  the 
involving  ourselves  in  a  war  for  them. 

I  am,  widi  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 

f  The  above  meets  the  approbation  of  '  . 

:    .  -       •  George  Washington. 

[*  Thia  letter  was  in  cypher,  but  a  liter;;  >  copy  of  it  preserved.} 
[t  Thia  is  in'  the  hand  writing  of  General  Washington.] 
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LETTER    CXLI. 
TO    MR.    HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  April  18,  1793. 


I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  answer  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  my  letter  covering  yours  of  March  the  12th,  on  the  case 
of  Hooper  and  Pagan,  wherein  he  has  stated  the  proceedings  of 
Pagan  for  obtaining  a  writ  of  error  from  the  S  'preme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  fqr  reyisal  of  the  judgment  of  the  inferior  court  pro- 
nounced against  him ;  and  also,  his  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 
auestion,  had  the  writ  of  error  been  procured,  and  the  merits 
lereby  been  brought  into  question.  From  this  statement  you  will 
be  able  to  judge  whether  Pagan  has,  honnfide,  complied  vyiththe 
rule  which  requires  that  a  foi'eigner,  before  he  applies  for  extraor- 
dinary interposition,  should  use  his  best  endeavors  to  obtain  the 
justice  he  claims  from  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  the  country.  .You 
will  perceive  also,  that  had  the  writ  been  pressed  for  and  obtained, 
and  the  substantial  justice  of  Pagan's  claim  thereby  brought  into 
discussion,  substantial  justice  would  have  been  against  him,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  according  to  the  uniform 
decisions  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  even  in  the  cases  of 
their  own  citizens,  and  according  to  the  decision  of  this  very  case 
in  the  British  provincial  court,  where  the  evidence  was  taken  and 
the  trial  first  had.  This  does  not  appear  then  to  be  one  of  those 
cases  of  gross  and  palpable  wrong,  ascribable  only  to  wickedness 
of  the  heart,  and  not  to  error  of  the  head,  in  the  judges  who  have 
decided  on  it,  and  founding  a  claim  of  national  satisfaction.  At 
least,  that  it  is  so,  remains  yet  to  be  demonstrated. 

The  readiness  widi  which  the  government  of  the  United  States 
has  entered  into  inquiries  concerning  the  case  of  Mr.  Pagan,  even 
before  that  case  was  ripe  for  their  interposition,  according  to  ordi- 
nary rules,  will,  I  hope,  satisfy  you  that  they  would,  witli  equal 
readiness,  have  done  for  the  redress  of  his  case  whatever  the  laws 
and  constitution  would  have  permitted  them  to  do,  had  it  appear- 
ed in  the  result  that  their  courts  had  been  guilty  of  partiality  or 
other  gross  wrong  against  Mr.  Pagan.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
hoped,  that  the  marked  attentions  which  have  been  shewn  to  him 
by  the  government  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  by,  that  of  tlie 
United  States,  have  evinced  the  most  scrupulous  dispositions  to 
patronise  and  effectuate  his  right,  had  right  been  on  his  side. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  due  respect,  Sir,  your  most  hum- 
ble servant,  Th  :  Jefferson. 


m 
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[The  letter  of  the  Attorney  General,  referred  to  in  the  preceding.] 

TO   THE    SECRETARY   OF    STATE. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  April  12, 1793. 


You  will  perceive  from  the  two  letters  marked  A.  and  B.  of 
which  I  inclose  copies,  that  the  subject  of  Mr.  Pagan  has  been  for 
some  time  in  my  view.  The  former  of  those  letters  being  intend- 
ed for  you,  and  containing  a  summary  of  facts,  I  determined  to 
shew  it  to  Mr.  Tiighman,  who  was  Pagan's  counsel,  before  it  was 
sent  to  you,  in  order  that  he  might  correct  any  misstatement. 
This  produced  the  latter  letter  from  him  to  me ;  and  I  have 
thought  it  more  advisable  to  forward  both  of  them  to  you,  even  in 
the  unfinished  state  of  my  own,  than  to  reduce  the  case  into  a 
form  which  might  be  supposed  to  be  less  accurate. 

Asl  do  not  discover  an  essential  difference  between  Mr.  Tiigh- 
man and  myself,  I  shall  not  discuss  any  seeming  variance,  but  pro- 
ceed upon  bis  ideas. 

It  is  too  obvious  to  require  a  diffusive  exposition,  that  the  appli- 
cation for  a  writ  of  error  was  not  only  prudent,  but  a  duty  in 
Pagan.  To  this  Mr.  Tiighman  explicitly  assents,  when  he  says, 
that  he  was  perfectly  '  satisfied  of  the  prudence  of  applying  for  the 
writ  of  error,  as  Pagan  could  not  comjjlain  of  a  defect  of  justice, 
until  he  had  tried  the  writ  of  error  and  found  that  mode  meffec- 
tual.'  This  remark  becomes  the  more  important,  as  it  manifests 
that  the  pi-ocess  was  not  suggested  as  an  expedient  for  shifting 
any  burthen  from  the  government.  Indeed  I  may  With  truth  add, 
that  the  proceedings,  taken  collectively,  appeared  to  me  to  present 
a  sufficient  intimation  of  the  main  question,  to  serve  as  a  ground 
of  decision.  -        \  . 

However,  take  the  case  under  either  aspect ;  as  excluding  the 
consideration  of  the  main  question  by  an  omission  in  the  pleadings 
and  record;  or  as  exhibiting  it  fully  to  the  cognizance  of  the 
court. 

It  never  was  pretended  that  a  writ  of  error  ought  to  have  been 
granted,  unless  the  matter  was  ap|7arent  on  the  record.  Whose 
office  was  it  to  make  it  thus  apparent  ?  Of  the  attorney  who 
managed  the  pleadings.  If,  therefore,  ho  has  failed  to  dp  so,  we 
may  presume  that  he  considered  the  ground  untenable,  or  was 
guilty  of  inattention.  Eidier  presumption  would  be  fatal  to  a  citi- 
zen of  ihe  United  States ;  and  the  condition  of  a  foreigner  cannot 
create  a  new  measure  in  the  adrtiinistration  of  justice.    It  is  more- 
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over  certain,  that  tliose  who  have  been  consulted  on  Pagan's  be- 
half, as  well  as  others,  have  seriously  doubted  whether  a  cause, 
which  has  been  pursued  to  tlie  extent  which  his  had  reached 
before  the  commencement  of  our  new  government,  was  susceptible 
of  federal  relief. 

The  last  observation  opens  the  inquiry,  what  remedy  ought  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  have  administered,  even  if 
the  question  had  been  fairly  before  them  ?  My  opinion  is,  that  tlie 
veiy  merits  are  against  Mr.  Pagan.  In  America,  the  construction 
of  the  armistice  has  been  almost  universally  to  cpmpute  tlie  places, 
within  which  different  times  were  to  prevail,  by  latitude  only. 
Ati*!  I  misinformed,  that  such  an  interpretation  has  been  pressed 
by  our  ministers,  and  not  denied  by  those  of  London  ?  A  second 
mode  has  been  adojited,  by  describing  a  circle,  and  thereby  com- 
prehending longitude  as  well  as  latitude :  now  let  either  rule  be 
adopted,  and  the  position  of  the  capture  in  this  case  will  be  ad- 
verse to  Pagan's  pretensions. 

But  what  can  be  exacted  from  our  government,  after  repeated 
trials,  before  various  jurisdictions,  none  of  which  can  be  charged 
with  any'symptom  of  impropriety,  and  upon  a  subject,  which,  to  say 
no  more,  is  at  least  equipoised  ?  Nothing ;  and  I  appeal  to  the 
British  reasoning  on  the  Silesia  loan,  as  supporting  this  sentiment, 
in  the  following  passage.  'The  law  of  nations,  founded  upon  jus- 
tice, equity,  convenience  and  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  con- 
firmed by  long  usage,  does  not  allow  of  reprisals,  except  in  case 
of  violent  injuries  directed  and  supported  by  the  State,  and  justice 
absolutely  denied,  in  re  minime  dubia,  by  all  the  tribunals,  and  af- 
terwards by  the  prince.'  Where  the  judges  are  left  free,  and  give 
sentence  according  to  their  consciences,  *  though  it  should  be  er- 
roneous, that  would  be  no  ground  for  reprisals.  Upon  doubtful 
questions,  different,  men  think  and  judge  differently  j  and  all  a 
friend  can  desire  is,  that  justice  should  be  as  impartially  adminis- 
tered to  him,  as  it  is  to  the  subjects  of  that  prince,  in  whose  courts 
the  matter  is  tried.'  Under  such  circumstances,  a  citizen  rtiust  ac- 
quiesce. So  thelrefore  must  Pagan ;  against  whom  even  the  court 
of  Nova  Scotia,  witliin  the  dominions  of  his  sovereign,  has  once 
decided.  r 

There  are  many  smaller  points,  arising  from  the  controversy, 
which  might  be  relied  on.  But  I  pass  them  over,  from  a  hope  that 
the  observations  already  made  will  induce  you  to  think  with  me, 
that  government  is  not  bound  to  interpose  farther  in  the  behalf  of 
Pagan.  I  have  the  honor.  Sir,  to  be,  with  respect  and  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

....  Edmund  Randolph. 


ft 
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LETTER    CXLIf. 


TO    MB-    PINCKNEY. 


.  ■  ^'  Philadelphia,  April  20,  17J)3. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  a  postscript  to  my  letter  of  the  12th,  I  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours  of  January  the  ^d ;  since  which,  those  of  January 
the  30th  and  February  the  5th  have  been  received  by  the  Wil- 
liam Penn. 

With  respect  to  our  negotiation  witli  Mr.  Hammond,  it  is  ex- 
actly in  tlie  state  in  which  it  was  when  you  left  America,  not  one 
single  word  having  been  received  in  reply  to  my  general  answer, 
of  which  you  had  a  copy.  He  says,  he  waits  for  instructions, 
•which  he  pretends  to  expect  from  packet  to  packet.  But  some- 
times the  ministers  are  all  in  the  country,  sometimes  they  are  ab- 
sorbed in  •  negotiations  nearer  home,  sometimes  it  is  the  hurry  of 
impending  war,  or  attention  to  other  objects,  the  stock  of  which  is 
inexhaustible,  and  can  therefore  never  fail  those  who  desire  no- 
thing but  that  things  shall  rest  as  they  are.  Perhaps'^  however, 
the  present  times  may  hasten  justice. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  assayer  you  hope  to  procure, 
as  soon  as  possible,  for  we  cannot  get  one  in  this  country  equal  to 
the  business  in  all  its  parts.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Droz,  we  retain 
the  same  desire  to  engage  him,  but  we  are  forced  to  require  an 
immediate  decision,  as  the  officer  employed  in  the  interim,  and 
who  does  tolerably  well,  will  not  continue  much  longer  under  an 
uncertainty  of  permanent  employmertt.  I  must  therefore  desire 
you  to  press  Mr.  Morris  to  bring  Droz  to  an  immediate  determi- 
nation ;  and  we  place  the  matter  on  this  ground  with  him,  that  if 
he  is  not  embarked  by  the  first  day  of  July  next,  we  shall  give  a 
permanent  commission  to  the  present  officer,  and  be  free  to  re- 
ceive no  other.  We  are  likely  to  be  in  very  great  distress  for 
copper  for  the  mint,  and  must  therefore  press  your  expediting 
what  we  desired  you  tc  order  from  Sweden. 

You  may,  on  every  occasion,  give  assurances  which  cannot  go 
beyond  the  real  desires  of  this  country,  to  preserve  a  fair  neutrality 
in  the  present  war,  on  condition  that  the  rights  of  neutral  nations 
are  respected  in  us,  as  they  have  been  settled  in  modern  limes, 
either  by  the  express  declarations  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  or 
their  adoption  of  them  on  particular  occasions.  From  our  treaties 
with  France  and  Holland,  and  that  of  England  and  France,  a 
very  clear  and  simple  liiu3  of  coiiduct  can  be  marked  out  for  us. 
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and  I  think  we  are  not  unreasonable  in  expecting,  that  England 
shall  recognise  towards  us  the  same  principles  which  she  has 
stipulated  to  recognise  towards  France,  in  a  state  of  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  liumble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


''  .  •..     LETTER    CXLIir.  •         "        ■'■■'■ 

.  •■       ■  •    ••  •  '  .  .  •     .' 

»■  CIRCULAR    TO    MESSRS.     MORRIS,    PINCKNEV    AND     SHORT. 


Sir, 


Philadolphia,  April  26, 1793. 


Tlie  public  papers  giving  us  reason  to  believe  that  the  war  is 
becoming  nearly  general  in  Etuope,  and  that  it  has  already  in- 
volved, nations  with  which  we  are  in  daily  habits  of  commerce 
and  friendship,  the  President  has  thought  it  proper  to  issue  the 
proclamation  of  which  I  inclose  you  a  copy,  in  order  to  mark  out 
to  our  citizens  the  line  of  conduct  they  are  to  pursue.  That  this 
inumation,  however,  might  not  Work  to  their  prejudice,  by  being 
produced  against  them  as  conclusive  evidence  of  their  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  war  and  of  tliC  nations  engaged  in  it,  in  any 
case  where  they  might  be  drawn  into  courts  of  justice  for  acts 
done -without  that  knowledge,  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to 
write  to  the  representatives  of  the  belligerent  powers  here,  the 
letter  of  which  a  copy  is  also  inclosed,  reserving  to  our  citizens 
those  immunities  to  which  they  are  entided,  till  authentic  informa- 
tion shall  be  given  to  our  government  by  the  parties  at  war,  ind 
be  thus  communicated,  with  du6  certainty,  to  our  citizens.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  present  to  the  government  where  yeu  reside  this 
proceeding  of  the  President,  as  a  proof  of  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  United  States  to  preserve  peace  and  friendship  with  all  the 
belligerent  powers,  and  to  express  his  expectation  that  they  will  in 
return  extend  a  scrupulous  and  effectual  protection  to  all  our  citi- 
zens, wheresoever  they  may  need  it,  in  pursuing  their  lawful  and 
peaceable  concerns  with  their  subjects,  or  within  their  jurisdiction. 
You  will,  at  the  same  time,  assure  them  that  the  most  exact  reci- 
procation of  this  benefit  shall  be  practised  by  us  towards  their 
subjects,  in  the  like  cases. 

Thave  the  honor  to  be,  with  groat  esteem  and  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

.    .   '  •      Th:  Jefferson, 


VOL.   III. 
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•»•       ,       ,  .    ,       .  LETTER    CXLIV.  ^.; 

^  *      •         TO    M.    DE    TEBNANT.  •'  .   •,         <• 

■-'.  .      .,    Philadelphia,  April  27, 1793. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  asking  monies  to  answer  the 
expenses  and  salaries  of  the  consular  offices  of  France,  has  been 
duly  laid  before  the  President,  aiid  his  directions  thereon  taken. 

I  have  in  consequence  to  observe  to  you,  rfiat  before  the  new 
government  of  France  had  time  to  attend  to  things  on  this  side 
the  Atlantic,  and  to  provide  a  deposite  of  money  for  their  pur- 
poses here,  there  appeared  a  degree  of  necessity  that  we,  as  the 
friends  and  debtors  of  that  nation,  should  keep  their  affairs  from 
suffering,  by  furnishing  money  for  urgent  purposes.  Tliis  obliged 
us  to  tauke  on  ourselves  to  judge  of  the  purpose,  because,  on  the 
soundness  of  that,  we  were  to  depend  for  our  justification.  Hence 
we  furnished  monies  for  their  colonies  and  their  agents  here,  with- 
out express  authority,  judging  from  the  importance  and  necessity 
of  the  case,  that  they  would  approve  of  our  interference. 

But  this  kind  of  necessity  is  now  at  an  end  :  the  government 
has  established  a  deposite  of  money  in  the  hands  of  their  minister 
here,  and  we  hcve  nothing  now  to  do  but  to  furnish  the  money, 
which  we  are  in  the  course  of  doing,  without  looking,  into  the 
purposes  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  Their  minister  is  to  be  the 
judge  of  these,  and  to  pay  it  to  whom  and  for  what  he  pleases. 

If  it  be  urged  tliat  they  have  appropriated  all  the  money  we  are 
furnishing,  to  other  objects,  and  that  you  are  not  autliorised  to  di- 
vert any  of  it  to  cny  other  purpose,  and  therefore  that  you  need  a 
Jurther  «ttm,  it  may  be  answered  tliat  it  will  not  lessen  the  stretch 
of  authority  to  add  an  unauthorised  payment  by  us  to  an  unau- 
thorised application  by  you;  and  that  it  seems  fitter  that  their  min- 
ister should  exercise  a  discretion  over  their  appropriations,  stand- 
ing as  he  does  in  a  place  of  confidence,  authority  and  respon- 
ability,  than  we  who  are  strangers  and  unamenable  to  them..  It 
is  a  respect  we  o^ire  to  their  authority,  to  leave  to  those  acting  un- 
der diat  the  transaction  of  their  aiSaii-s,  without  an  intermeddling 
on.  our  part,  which  might  justly  appear  officious. 

In  this  light  I  hope  you  will  view  our  conduct,  and  that  the  con- 
sular officers  will  be  sensible,  that  in  referring  them  to  your  care, 
under  which  the  national  authority  has  placed  them,  we  do  but 
CQnform  ourselves  to  that  authority. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect  and 
esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

I'm:  Jefferson.    ' 
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LETTER    CXLV. 


1793. 


!       fO    M.    DE    TERNANT. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  May  3, 1793. 


The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  has  re- 
presented to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  on  the 
25th -of  April  last,  the  British  ship  Grange,  while  lying  at  anchor 
in  the  bay  of  Delaware,  within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Embuscade,  a 
frigate  of  the  French  republic,  has  been  brought  to  this  port,  where 
she  is  now  detained  as  prize  and  the  crew  as  pn^TnerS,  and  has 
made  a  requisition  in  form,  for  a  restoration  of  the  vessel  and  lib- 
eration of  the  crew.  1  Irave  the  honor  to  furnish  you  with  copies 
of  the  evidence  given  in  by  the  British  minister,  and  to  observe, 
that  the  United  States  being  at  poace  with  all  parties,  cannot  see 
with  indifference  its  territory  or  jurisdiction  violated  by  either ; 
that  the  government  will  therefore  proceed  to  inquire  into  the 
facts,  and  for  that  purpose  will  receive  with  pleasure,  and  consider 
with  impartiality,  any  evidence  you  will  be  pleased  to  have  them 
furnished  with  on  the  subject :  and  the  President  hopes  that  you 
will  take  effectual  measures  r  detaining  here  the  vessel  taken, 
her  crew  and  cargo,  to  abici^  the  decision  which  will  be  made 
thereon,  and  which  is  desired  to  be  without  delay.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CXLVL 


TO   MR.    PINCKNEY. 


•  .  PItiiadolphia,  May  7,  1793. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  April  the  16th,  yours  have  been  received  of 
March  the  12th,  12th,  13th,  13th  and  19tb.  Before  the  receipt 
of  these,  one  of  which  covered  the  form  of  your  passports,  it  had 
been  determined  here,  that  passports  should  be  issued  in  our  own 
ports  only,  a?  well' to  secure  us  against  those  collusions  which 
would  be  fraudulent  towards  our  friends,  and  would  introduce  t 
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competition  injurious  to  our  own  vessels,  as  to  induce  these  to  re- 
main in  our  own  service,  and  thereby  give  to  the  productions  of 
our  own  soil  the  protection  of  its  own  flag  in  its  passage  to  foreign 
markets.  As  our  citizens  are  free  to  purchase  and  use  Joreign 
built  vessels,  and  these,  like  all  their  other  lawful  property,  are 
entitled"  to  the  protection  of  their  government,  passports  will  be 
issued  to  them  as  freely  as  to  home  built  vessels.  This  is  strictly 
within  our  treaties,  tlie  fetter  of  which,  as  weH  as  their  spirit,  au- 
tliorises  passports  to  all  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Our  laws,  indeed,  indulge  home  built  vessels  with  the 
payment  of  a  lower  tonnage,  and  to  evidence  their  right  to  this, 
permit  them  alone-  to  take  out  registers  from  our  own  offices;  but 
they  do  not  exclude  foreign  built  vessels  owned  by  our  citizens 
from  any  other  right.  As  our  home  built  vessels  are  adequate  to 
but  a  small  proportion  of  our  transportation,  if  we  could  not  sud- 
denly augment  tlie  stock  of  our  shipping,  our  produce  would.be 
subject  to  war  insurance  in  the  v  3ssels  of  the  belligerent  powers, 
though  we  remain  at  peace  ourselves. 

In  one  of  your  letters  of  March  the  13th,  you  express  your  ap- 
prehension that  some  of  the  belligerent  powers  may  stop  our  ves- 
sels going  with  grain  to  the  ports  of  their  enemies,  and,  ask  in- 
structions which  may  meet  the  question  in  various  points  of  view, 
intending,  however,. in  the  mean  time,  to  contend  for  the  amplest 
freedom  of  neutral  nations.  Your  intention  in  this  is  perfectly 
proper,  and  coincides  with  the  ideas  of  our  own  government  in 
the  particular  case  you  put,  as  in  general  cases.  Such  a  stoppage 
to  an  unblockaded  port  would  be  so  unequivocal  an  infringement 
of  the  neutral  rights,  that  we  cannot  conceive  it  will  be  attempted. 
With  respect  to  our  conduct,  as  a  neutral  nation,  it  is  marked  out 
in  our  treaties  with  France  and  Holland,  two  of  the  belligerent 
powers :  and  as  the  duties  of  neutrality  require  an  equal  conduct 
to  botlf.parties,  we  should,  on  that  ground,  act  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples towards  Great  Britain.  We  presume  that  this  would  be 
satisfactory  to  her  because  of  its  equality,  and  because  she  too 
has  sanctioned  the  same  principles  in  her  treaty  with  France. 
Even  our  seventeenth  article  with  France,  which  might  be  dis- 
agreeable, as  from  its  nature  it  is  unequal,  is  adopted  exactly  by 
Great  Britain  in  her  fortieth  article  with  the  same  power,  and 
would  have  laid  her,  in  a  like  case,  under  the  same  unequal  obli- 
gations against  us.  We  wish  then,. that  it  could  be  arranged  with 
Great  Britain,  that  our  treaties  with  Franco  and  Holland,  and  that 
of  France  aiUl  Great  Britain  (which  agree  in  what  respects  neu- 
tral nations)  should  form  the  line  of  conduct  for  us  all,  in  the  pre- 
,»ent  wai",  in  the  cases  for  which  they  provide.     Where  they  are 
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silent,  the  general  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  must  give  the 
rule,  as  the  principles  of  that  law  have  been  liberalised  in  latter 
times  by  the  refinement  of  manners  and  morals,  and  evidenced  by 
the  declarations,  stipulations  and  practice  of  every  civilized  nation. 
In  our  treaty  with  Prussia,  indeed,  we  have  gone  aliead  of  other ' 
nations,  in  doing  away  restraints  on  the  commerce  of  peaceful 
nations,  by  declaring  that  nothing  shall  be  contraband.  For  in 
tiutli,  in  the  present  improved  state  of  the  arts,  when*  every  coun- 
try has  such  ample  means  of  procuring  arms  within  and  without 
itself,  the  regulations  of  contraband  answer  no  other  end  than  to 
draw  other  nations  into  the  war.  However,  as  otlier  nations  have 
not  given  sanction  to  this  improvement,  we. claim  it,  at  present, 
with  Prussia  alone.  .    '  ;.    .?**'• 

You  are  desired  to  persevere  till  you  obtain  a  regulation  to 
iCiiard  our  vessels  from  having  their  hands  impressed,  and  to  inhi-- 
bit  the  British  navy  officers  from  taking  them  under  the  pretext 
of  then:  being  British  subjects.  There  appears  but  one  practica- 
ble rule,  that  the  vessel .  being  American,  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  hands  are  so  to  a  certain  number,  proportioned  to  her 
tonnage.  Not  more  than  one  or  two  officers  should  be  permitted 
to  visit  a  vessel.     Mr.  Albion  Goxe  has  just  arrived. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  » 

s     .,•        ."    .     •     .  Th:  Jefferson. 


/■■* 


LETTER  CXLVri. 


TO    MR.    HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  May  15,  171)3. 


Your  several  memorials  of  the  8th  instant  have  been  laid  before 
the  President,  as  had  been  that  of  the  2nd,  as  soon  as  received. 
Tliey  have  been  considered  with  all  the  attention  and  llie  impar- 
tiality which  a  firm  determination  to  do  what  is  equal  and  right 
botvyeeu  all  the  belligerent  powers,  could  inspire. 

In  one  of  these,  you  communicate,  on  the  inforniiation  of  the 
British  consul  at  Charleston,  that  the  consul  of  France  at  the 
same  place  had  condemned  as  legal  prize,  a  British  vessel,  cap- 
tured by  a  French  frigate,  and  you  justly  ad'd  that  this  judicial  act 
is  not  warranted  by  the  usage  of  nations,  nor  by  tlie  stipulations 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  France.  1  observe  fur- 
liier,  that  it  is  not  Wairaiuod  by  any  law  of  lliu  land.     It  is  conse- 
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quently  a  mere  nullity ;  as  such  it  can  be  respected  in.  no  court, 
can  make  no  part  in  the  titld  to  the  vessel,  nor  give  to  the  purcha- 
ser any  other  security  than  what  he  would  have  had  without  it. 
In  short,  it  is  so  absolutely  nothing  as  to  give  no  foundation  of  just 
concern  to  any  person  interested  in  the  fate  of  the  vessel ;  and  in 
this  point  of  view.  Sir,  I  am  in  hopes  "you  will  see  it.  The  pro- 
ceeding, indeed,  if  the  British  consul  has  been  rightly  informed, 
and  we  have  no  other  information  of  it,  has  been  an  act  of  disre- 
spect towards  the  United  States,  to  which  its  government  cannot 
be  inattentive  :  a  just  sense  of  our  own  rights  and  duties,  and  the 
obviousness  of  the  principle,  are  a  security  that  no  inconveniences 
will  he  permitted  to  arise  froto  repetitions  of  it 

The  purchase  of  arms  and  military  accoutrements  by  an 
agent  of  the  French  government,  in  this  country,  with  an  intent 
to  export  them  to  France,  is  the  subject  of  another  pf  the  memo- 
rials. Of  this  fact  we  are  equally  uninformed  as  of  the  former. 
Our  citizens  have  been  always  free  to  make,  vend  and  export 
arms.  It  is  the  constant  occupation  and  livelihood  of  some  of 
them.  To  suppress  their  callings,  the  only  means  perhaps  of 
their  subsistence,  because  i  war  exists  in  foreign  and  distant  coun- 
tries, in.  which  we  have  no  concern,  would  scarcely  be  expected, 
It  would  be  hard  in  principle,  and  impossible  in  practice.  The 
Jaw  of  nations,  therefore,  respecting  the  rights  of  those  at  peace, 
does  not  require  from  them  such  an  internal  derangement  in  their 
occupations.  It  is  satisfied  with  the  external  penalty  pronounced  in 
the  President's  proclamation,  that  of  confiscation  oi  such  portion 
of  these  arms  as  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  of  the  belligerent 
powers  on  their  way  to  the  ports  of  their  enemies.  To  this  pen- 
alty our  citizens  are  warned  that  they  will  be  abandoned  ;  and  that 
even  priyate  contraventions  may  work  no  inequality  between  the 
parties  at  war,  the  benefits  of  them  will  be  left  equally  free  and 
open  to  all. 

The  capture  of  the  British  ship  Grange  by  the  French  frigate 
I'Einbtiscade,  has  on  inquiry  been  found  to  have  taken  place  with- 
in the  bay  of  Delaware  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  as 
stated  in  your  memorial  of  the  2nd  instant.  The  government  is, 
therefore,  taking  measures  for  the  liberation  of  the  crew  and  res- 
titution of  the  ship  and  cargo. 

It  condemns  in  the  highest  degree,  the  conduct  of  any  of  our 
citizens  who  may  personally  engage  in  committing  hostilities  at 
sea  against  any  of  the  nations,  parties  to  the  present  war,  and  will 
exert  all  the  means  with  which  the  laws  and  constitution  have 
armed  thetn  to  discover  such  as  offend  herein,  and  bring  them  to 
condign  punishment.     Of  these  dispositions  I  am  authorised  to 
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give  assurances  to  all  the  parties,  without  reserve.  Our  real  friend-t 
ship  for  them  all,  our  desire  to  pursue  ourselves  the  path  of  peace, 
as  the  only  one  leading  surely  to  prosperity,  and  our  wish  to  pre- 
serve the  morals  of  our  citizens  from  being  vitiated  by  courses  of 
lawless  plunder  and  murder,  may  assure  you  that  our  proceedings 
in  this  respect,  will  be  with  good  faith,  fervor  and  vigilance.  In- 
stryctions  are  consequently  given  to  the  proper  law  officer,  to  insti- 
tute such  proceedings  as  the  laws  will  justify,  for  apprehending 
and  punii^hing  certain  individu  ds  of  our  citizens,  suggested  to  have 
been  concerned  in  enterprises  of  this  kind,  a$  mentioned  in  one  of 
your  memorials  of  the  8th  instant. 

The  practice  of  commissioning,  equipping  and  manning  vessels 
in  our  ports,  to  cruise  on  any  of  the  belligerent  partiies,  is  equally 
and  entirely  disapproved ;  and  the  government  will  take  effectual 
measures  to  prevent  a  repetition  of-  it.  The  remaining  point  in 
the  same  memorial  is  reserved  for  further  consideration. 

I  trust.  Sir,  that  in  the  readiness  with  which  the  United  States 
have  attended  to  die  redress  of  such  wrongs  as  are  committed  by 
their  citizens,  or  within  their  jurisdiction,  you  will  see  proofs  of 
their  justice  and  impartiality  to  all  parties  ;  and  that  it  will  insure 
to  their,  citizens  pursuing  their  lawful  business  by  sea  or  by  land, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world,  a  like  efficacious  interposition  of  govern- 
ing powers  to  protect  them  from  injury,  and  redress  it,  where  it 
has  taken  pl^ce.  With  such  dispositions  on  both  sides,  vigilantly 
and  faithfully  carried  into  effect,  we  may  hope  that  the  blessings 
of  peace  on  the  one  part,  will  be  as  liitle  impaired,  and  the  evils 
of  war  on  the  other,  as  littie  aggravated,  as  the  nature  of  things  will 
permit;  and  that  this  should  be  so,Js,  we  trust,  the  prayer  of  all. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  respect.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CXLVIII.* 


TO   M.    DE    TERNANT. 


SIlR, 


Philade'^hia,  May  15,  1793. 


Having  received  several  memorials  from  the  British  minister  on 
subjects  arising  .out  of  the  present  war,  I  take  the  liberty  of  in- 

[**  The  parts  of  this  letter  which  are  mere  repetitions  of  what  is  contained 
in  the  preceding,  to  the  British  ininister,  are  omitted.] 
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closing  lliem  to  you,  and  shall  add  an  explanation  of  the  determi- 
nations of  the  government  thereon.  These  will  serve  to  indicate 
the  principles  on  which  it  is  meant  to  proceed ;  and  which  are  to 
be  applied,  witli  impartiality,  to  the  proceedings  of  botli  parties. 
They  will  form,  therefore,  as  far  as  they  go,  a  rule  of  action  for 
them  and  for  us.       '  '  .     - 

In  one  *of  tliese  memorials,  it  is  stated,  that  arms  and  military 
accoutrements  are  now  buying  up  by  a  French  agent  in  this  coun- 
try, with  an  intent  to  export  them  to  France.  We  have  answer- 
ed, &c.     ********        * 

Another  of  these  memorials  complains  that  the  consul  of  France 
at  Charleston,  has  condemned  as  legal  prize,  a  British  vessel  cap- 
tured by  a  French  frigate,  observing  that  this  judicial  act  is  not 
warranted  by  the  usage  of  nations  nor  by  the  stipulations  existing 
between  the  United  Slates  and  France.     It  is  true,  &ic. 


* 
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Our  information  is  not  perfect  on  the  subject  matter  of  another 
of  these  memorials,  which  states  that  a  vessel  has  been  fitted  out 
at  Charleston,  manned  there,  and  partly  too  with  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  received  a  commission  there  to  cruise  against  na- 
tions at  peace  with  jus,  and  has  taken  and  sent  a  British  vessel  into 
this  port.  Without  taking  all  these  facts  for  granted,  we  have  not 
hesitated  to  expre^ss  our  highest  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
any  of  our  citizens  who  may  personally  engage  in  committing  hos- 
tilities at  sea  against  any  of  tlie  nations,  parties  jto  the  present  war, 
and  to  declare,  that  if  the  case  has  happened,  or  that  should  it  hap- 
pen, we  will  exert  all  tlie  measures  with  which  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution have  armed  us,  to  discover  such  offenders  and  bring  them  to 
condign  punishment.  And  that  the  like  conduct  shall  be  ob- 
served, should  the  like  enterprises  be  attempted  against  your  na- 
tion, I  am  authorised  to  give  you  the  most  unreserved  assurances. 


* 


* 
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The  capture  of  the  British  ship  Grange,  by  the  French  frigate 
I'Embuscade,  within  the  Delaware,  has  been  the  subject  of  a  for- 
mer letter  to  you.  On  full  and  mature  consideration,  the  govern- 
ment deems  the  capture  to  have  been  unquestionably  within  its 
jurisdiction,  and  that  according  to  the  rules  of  neutrality  and  the 
protection  it  owes  to  all  persons  while  within  its  limits,  it  is  boiinci 
to  see  that  the  crew  be  liberated,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  restor- 
ed to  their  former  owpers.  The  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  has  made  a  statement  of  the  grounds  of  this  determination, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you.  I  am,  in  con- 
sequence, charged  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ex- 
press to  you  his  expectation,  and  at  the  same  time  his  confidence, 
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Aat  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  immediate  and  effectual  measures 
for  having  the  ship  Grange  and  her  cargo  restored  to  the  British 
owners,  and  the  persons  taken  on  board  her  set  at  liberty. 

I  am  persuaded,  Sir,  you  will  be  sensible,  on  mature  consider- 
ation, that  in  forming  these  determinations,  the  government  of  ihc 
United  States  has  listened  to  nothing  but  the  dictates  of  immutable 
justice :  they  consider  the  rigorous  exercise  of  that  virtue  as  the 
surest  means  of  preserving  perfect  harmony  between  tlie  United 
States  and  the  powers  at  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


•■'•}'- 


LETTER    CXLIX. 


"    TO   THE    GOVERNOR   OF    VIRGINIA. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  May  21,  1703. 


1  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  favor  of  May  the  8th, 
covering  the  letter  of  Mr.  Newton,  and  that  of  May  the  13th,  with 
the  letter  of  the  British  consul  at  Norfolk  and  the  information  of 
Henry  Tucker,  all  of  which  have  been  laid  before  the  President. 

The  putting  the  several  harbors  of  the  United  States  into  a  state 
of  defence,  having  never  yet  been  the  subject  of  deliberation  and 
decision  with  the  legislature,  and  consequently,  the  necessary 
monies  not  having  been  appropriated  or  levied,  the  President  does 
not  find  himself  in  a  situation  competent  to  comply  with  the  propo- 
sition on  the  subject  of  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Newton  supposes,  that  by  the  treaties  with  France  and 
Holland,  those  powers  are  authorised  to  arm  vessels  within  our 
ports.  A  careful  examination  of  the  treaties  will  shew,  however, 
that  no  such  permission  has  been  stipulated  therein.  Measures 
are  accordingly  taken  to  correct  this  error  as  to  ttie  past,  and 
others  will  be  taken  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  it.  Proceedings  are 
ordered  against  Mr.  Hooper  and  ouier  American  citizens  who 
have  participated  in  any  hostilities  against  nations  at  peace  with 
the  United  States,  and  circular  instructions  are  given  to  the  Dis- 
trict Attornies  of  the  United  States,  to  institute  like  prosecutions 
in  all  future  similar  cases.  The  bringing  vessels  to,  of  whatever 
nation,  while  within  the  limits  of  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  pointedly  forbidden ;  the  government  being  firmly 
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determined  to  enforce  a  peaceable  demeanor  ampng  all  the  parties 
within  those  limits,  and  to  deal  to  all  the  same  impartial  measure. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  CL. 


TO  MR.  VAN  BERCKEL. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  May  29,  1793 


I  am  favored  with  your  note  of  the  22nd  instant,  stating  that 
under  circumstances  of  invasion  and  urgent  danger,  their  High 
Mightinesses,  the  Stales  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  had 
found  it  necessary  to  lay  an  embargo  on  all  vessels  in  their  ports; 
and  that  an  American  ship,  the  Hope,  being  involved  in  this 
general  order,  the  master  had  claimed  an  exemption  under  the 
eighth  article  of  our  treaty,  which  it  had  been  necessary  to  refuse 
him. 

I  have  laid  this  not«(  before  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  have  it  in  charge  from  him  to  assure  you,  that  the  United  Slates 
having  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  sincerity  and  good  faith  with 
which  their  High  Mightinesses  will  observe  the  treaty  between  the 
two  countries,  feel  no  dissatisfaction  at  the  circumstance  mentioned 
in  your  note.  They  are  sensible  that  in  human  afiairs,  there  are 
moments  of  difficulty  and  necessity,  to  which  it  is  the  office  of 
friendship  to  accommodate  its  strict  rights. 

The  President  considers  the  explanation,  which  their  High 
Mightinesses  have  instructed  you  to  give  of  this  incident,  as  a 
proof  of  their  desire  to  cultivate  harmony  and  good  understanding 
with  these  United  States,  and  charges  me  to  assure  you  that  he  has 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  convince  their  High  Mightinesses  of 
the  same  amicable  sentiments  on  the  part  of  this  country,  and  of 
the  certainty  with  which  they  may  count  on  its  justice  and  friend- 
ship on  every  occasion. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem.  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 


Th:  Jefferson. 


T 
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LSTTER    CLI. 


TO    MESSRS.    CARMICHAEL    AND    SHORT. 


Philadelphia,  May  31, 1793. 

Gentlemen, 

In  my  letters  of  October  the  14th  and  November  the  3rd,  1792, 
1  communicated  to  you  papers  and  observations  on  the  conduct 
of  the  Spanish  officers  on  our  south  western  frontier,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  the  Governor  of  New  Orleans. 
These  made  it  evident  that  he  had  industriously  excited  the  south- 
em  Indians  to  war  against  us,  and  had  furnished  them  with  arms 
and  ammunition  in  abundance,  for  that  express  purpose.  We 
placed  this  under  the  view  of  the  commissioners  of  Spain  here,  who 
undertook  to  communicate  it  to  their  court,  and  also  to  write  on  the 
subject  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet.  They  have  lately  made  us 
communications  from  both  these  quarters;  the  aspect  pf  which, 
however,  is  by  no  means  such  as  to  remove  the  causes  of  our  dis- 
satisfaction. 1  send  you  these  communications,  consisting  of  trea- 
ties between  Spain,  the  Creeks,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Chero- 
kees,  handed  us  by  express  order  from  their  court,  a  speech  of 
Baron  de  Carondelet  to  the  Cherokees,  and  a  letter  from  Messrs. 
de  Viar  and  Jaudenes,  covering  that  speech,  and  containing  in  it- 
self very  serious  matter. 

I  will  first  observe  to  you,  that  the  question  stated  in  that  letter 
to  have  been  proposed  to  the  Cherokees,  what  part  they  would 
take,  in  the  event  of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  ? 
was  never  proposed  by  authority  from  this  government.  Its  in- 
structions to  its  agents,  have,  on  the  contrary,  been  explicitly  to 
cultivate,  with  good  faith,  the  peace  between  Spain  and  the  In- 
dians :  and  from  the  known  prudence  and  good  conduct  of  Go- 
vernor Blount,  to  whom  it  is  imputed,  it  is  not  believed  to  have 
been  proposed  by  him.  This  proposition  then,  you  are  authorised 
to  disavow  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms. 

With  respect  to  the  tre'aties,  the  speech  and  the  letter,  you-  will 
see  that  they  undertake  to  espouse  the  concerns  of  Indians  within 
our  limits;  to  be  mediators  of  boundary  between  them  aud  us;  to 
guaranty  that  boundary  to  them ;  to  support  them  with  their  whole 
}X)wer;  and  hazard  to  us  intimations  of  acquiescence  to  avoid  disa- 
greeable results.  They  even  propose  to  extend  their  intermed- 
dlings  to  the  northern  Indians.  These  are  pretensions  so  totally 
inconsistent  with  the  usages  established  among  the  white  nations, 
with  respect  to  Indians  living  within  their  several  limits,  that  it  is 
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believed  no  example  of  them  can  be  produced,  in  times  of  peace; 
apH  tjiey  are  presented  to  us  in  a  manner  which  we  cannot  deem 
friendly.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  Indians,  and  particularly 
the  Creeks,  finding  themselves  so  encouraged,  have  passed,  with- 
out the  least  provocation  on  our  part,  from  a  state  of  peace,  which 
appeared  to  be  well  settled,  to  that  of  serious  hostility.  Their 
murders  and  depredations,  which,  for  some  months,  we  were 
willing  to  hope  were  only  individual  aggressions,  now  assume  the 
appearance  of  up'^quivocal  war.  Yet  such  is  our  desire  of  court- 
ing and  cultivatnig  the  peace  of  all  our  Indian  neighbors,  that  in- 
stead of  marching  al  once  irito  their  country  and  taking  satisafac- 
tion  ourselves,  v/e  are  peaceably  requiring  punishment  of  the 
individual  aggressors;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  are  holding  ourselves 
entirely  on  the  defensive.  But  this  stale  of  things  cannot  continue. 
Our  citizens  are  entitled  to  effectual  protection,  and  defensive 
measures  are,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  expensive  and  least  ef- 
fectual. If  wc  find  tlien,  that  peace  cannot  be  obtained  by  the 
temperate  mea>.3  we  are  still  pursuing,  we  must  proceed  to  those 
which  are  extreme,  and  meet  all  the  consequences,  of  whatever 
nature,  or  fron*  whatever  quarter,  they  may  be.  Wp  have  cer- 
tainly been  always  desirous  to  avoid  whatever  might  disturb  our 
harmony  witli  Spain.  We  should  be  still  more  so,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  we  see  that  nation  making  part  of  so  powerful  a  con- 
federacy as  is  formed  in  Europe,  and  under  particular  good  un- 
derstanding with  England,  our  other  neighbor.  In  so  delicate  a 
position,  therefore,  instead  of  expressing  our  sense  of  these  things, 
by  way  of  answer  to  Messrs.  Viar  and  Jaudenes,  tlie  President 
has  thought  it  better  that  it  should  be  don  to  you,  and  to  trust  to 
your  discretion  the  moment,  the  measure,  and  the  form  of  com- 
municating it  to  the  court  of  Madrid.  The  actual  state  of  Eu- 
rope at  the  time  you  will  receive  this,  the  solidity  of  the  confede- 
racy, and  especially  as  between  Spain  and  England,  the  temper 
and  views  of  the  foimer,  or  of  both,  towards  us,  the  state  of  your 
negotiation,  are  circumstances  which  will  enable  you  better  to 
decide  how  far  it  may  be  necessary  to  soften,  or  even  perhaps  to 
iiUppress,  the  expressions  of  our  sentimtents  on  this  subject.  To 
your  discretion,  therefore,  it  is  committed  by  the  President,  to  let 
the  court  of  Spain  see  how  impossible  it  is  for  us  to  submit  with 
folded  arms  to  be  butchered  by  these  savages,  and  to  prepare 
them  to  view,  witli  a  just  eye,  the  more  vigorous  measures  we 
must  pursue  to  put  an  end  to  their  atrocities,  if  the  moderate  ones 
we  are  now  taking  should  fail  of  that  effect. 

Our  situation  on  otli^r  accounts  and  in  other  quarters,  is  critical, 
The  President  is,  therefore,  constantly  anxious  to  know  tlie  state 
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of  things  with  you :  and  I  entreat  you  to  keep  him  constantly  and 
and  well  informed.  Mr.  Yznardi,  the  younger,  lately  appointed 
consul  of  tlie  United  States,  at  Cadiz,  may  be  a  convenient  chan- 
nel of  forwarding  your  letters. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  Gende- 
men,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 


LETTER   CLir. 


MR.  GENET,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  Juno  5,  1703. 


In  my  letter  of  May  the  15di,  to  M.  de  Ternant,  your  prede- 
cessor, after  stating  the  answer  which  had  been  given  to  tlie  seve- 
ral memorials  of  the  Britisii  minister,  of  May  tlie  8th,  it  was  ob- 
served that  a  part  still  remained  unanswered  of  that  which  respected 
the  fitting  out  armed  vessels  in  Charleston,  to  cruise  against  na- 
tions with  whom  we  were  at  peace. 

In  a  conversation  which  I  had  afterwards  the  honor  of  holding 
with  you,  I  observed  that  one  of  those  armed  vessels,  the  citizen 
Genet,  had  come  into  this  port  with  a  prize  :  that  the  President 
had  thereupon  taken  the  case  into  further  consideration,  and  after 
mature  consultation  and  dcliberadon,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  arm- 
ing and  equipping  vessels  in  die  ports  of  tlie  United  States  to 
cruise  against  nations  with  whom  they  are  at  peace,  was  incompa- 
tible with  the  territorial  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  ;  that  it 
made  them  instrumental  to  the  annoyance  of  those  nations,  and 
thereby  tended  to  compromit  their  peace ;  and  that  he  thought  it 
necessary  as  an  evidence  of  good  faith  to  diem,  as  well  as  a  pro- 
per reparation  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  that  the  armed 
vessels  of  Uiis  description  should  depart  from  the  ports  of  the 
United  States. 

The  letter  of  die  27th  instant,  widi  which  you  have  honored 
me,  has  been  laid  before  the  President,  and  that  part  of  it  which 
contains  your  observations  on  this  subject  has  been  particularly  at- 
toiuled  to.  The  respect  due  to  whatever  comes  from  you,  friend- 
ship for  the  French  nation,  and  justice  to  all,  have  induced  him 
to  re-examine  the  subject,  and  particularly  to  give  your  represen- 
tations thereon,  the  consideration  they  desei-vedly  claim.  After 
fully  weighing  again,  however,  nil  the  principles  and  circumstances 
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of  the  case,  the  result  appears  still  to  be,  that  it  is  the  right  of 
every  nation  to  prohibit  acts  of  sovereignty  from  being  exercised 
by  any  other  within  its  limits ;  and  the  duty  of  a  neutral  nation  to 
prohibit  such  as  would  injure  one  of  the  warring  powers;  that  the 
granting  milita*^  commissions  within  the  United  States  by  any 
other  authority  than  their  own,  is  an  infringement  on  their  sove- 
reignty, and  particularly  so  when  granted  to  their  own  citizens  to 
lead  them  to  acts  contrary  to  the  duties  they  owe  their  own  coun- 
try ;  that  the  departure  of  vessels  thus  illegally  equipped  from  tlie 
ports  of  the  United  States,  will  be  but  an  acknowledgement  of 
respect  analogous  to  the  breach  of  it,  while  it  is  necessary  on  their 
part,  as  an  evidence  of  their  faithful  neutrality.  On  these  consi- 
derations. Sir,  the  President  thinks  that  the  United  States  owe  it 
to  themselves  and  to  the  nations  in  their  friendship,  to  expect  this 
act  of  reparation  on  the  part  of  vessels,  marked  in  their  very 
equipment  with  offence  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  of  which  the  laws 
of  nations  makes  an  integral  part. 

The  expressions  of  friendly  sentiments  which  we  have  already 
had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  from  you,  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
that  the  conclusion  of  the  President  being  thus  made  known  to 
you,  these  vessels  will  be  permitted  to  give  no  further  umbrage  by 
their  presence  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  perfect  esteem  and 
respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER     C  L 1 1 1 


TO    MR.   HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


riiiludelphitt,  June  5,  1793. 


In  the  lettnr  which  1  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  on  the  1 5th 
of  May,  in  answer  to  your  several  memorials  of  the  8th  of  that 
month,  I  mentioned  that  the  President  reserved  for  further  con- 
sideration, a  part  of  the  one  which  related  to  the  equipment  of  two 
privateers  in  the  port  of  Charleston.  The  part  alluded  to,  was 
tiiat  wherein  you  express  your  confidence  that  the  executive  go- 
vernment of  tlie  United  States  would  pursue  measures  for  repres- 
sing such  practices  in  future,  and  for  restoring  to  their  rightful 
owners  any  captures,  which  such  privateers  might  bring  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States. 
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The  President,  after  a  full  investigation  of  this  subject  and  the 
most  mature  consideration,  has  charged  me  to  communicate  to 
you,  that  the  first  part  of  this  application  is  found  to  be  just,  and 
that  effectual  measures  are  taken  for  preventing  repeutions  of  the 
act  therein  complained  of ;  but  that  the  latter  part,  desiring  resti- 
tution of  the  prizes,  is  understood  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  rules 
which  govern  such  cases,  and  would,  therefore,  be  unjustifiable 
towards  the  other  party. 

The  principal  agents  in  this  transaction  were  French  citizens. 
Being  witiiin  the  United  States  at  the  moment  a  war  broke  out 
between  their  own  and  another  country,  they  determine  to  go  into 
its  defence ;  they  purchase,  arm  and  equip  a  vessel  with  their 
own  money,  man  it  themselves,  receive  a  regular  commission  from 
their  nation,  depart  out  of  the  United  States,  and  then  commence 
hostilities  by  capturing  a  vessel.  If,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  commission  of  the  captors  was  valid,  the  property,  according 
to  the  laws  of  war,  was  by  the  capture  transferred  to  them,  and 
it  would  be  an  aggression  on  their  nation,  for  the  United  States  to 
rescue  it  from  tliem,  whether  on  the  high  seas  or  on  coming  into 
their  ports.  If  the  commission  was  not  valid,  and,  consequently, 
the  property  not  transferred  by  the  laws  of  war  tOathe  captors, 
then  the  case  would  have  been  cognizable  in  our  courts  of  admi- 
ralty, and  the  owners  might  have  gone  thither  for  redress.  So  that 
on  neither  supposition,  would  the  executive  be  justifiable  in  inter- 
posing. 

With  respect  to  the  United  States,  the  transaction  can  be  in  no- 
wise imputed  to  them.  It  was  in  the  first  moment  of  the  war,  in 
one  of  their  most  distant  ports,  before  measures  could  be  provided 
by  the  government  to  meet  all  the  cases  which  such  a  state  of 
things  was  to  produce,  impossible  to  have  been  known,  and  there- 
fore, impossible  to  have  been  prevented  by  that  government. 

The  moment  it  was  known,  tlie  most  eneigetic  orders  were  sent 
to  every  State  and  port  of  the  Union,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
the  accident.  On  a  suggestion  that  citizens  of  the  United  States 
had  taken  part  in  the  act,  one,  who  was  designated,  was  instantly 
committed  to  prison,  for  prosecution ;  one  or  two  others  have  been 
since  named,  and  committed  in  like  manner;  and  should  it  ap- 

Eear  that  there  were  still  others,  no  measure  will  be  spared  to 
ring  them  to  justice.  The  President  has  even  gone  further. 
He  has  requireff,  as  a  reparation  of  their  breach  of  respect  to  the 
United  States,  that  the  vessels  so  armed  and  equipped,  shall  de- 
part from  our  ports. 

You  will  see,  Sir,  in  those  proceedings  of  the  President,  une- 
quivocal proofs  of  the  line  of  strict  right  which  he  means  to  pur- 
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sue.  The  measures  now  mentioned,  are  taken  in  justice  to  the 
one  party;  the  uherior  measure,  of  seizing  and  restoring  the  prizes, 
is  declined  in  justice  to  the  other :  and  the  evil,  thus  early  arrest- 
ed, will  be  of  very  limited  effects;  perhaps,  inc'aed,  soon  cQsappear 
altogether. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  oiost  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CLiV. 


TO    GOUVERNEUR   MORRIS. 


Philadelphia,  June  13, 1793. 
Di^AR  Sir, 

It  has  long  since  been  observed,  that  of  the  three  millions  of 
livres  given  by  the  court  of  France  to  aid  us  in  the  commence- 
ment of  our  revolution,  one  million  was  unaccounted,  for  by  the 
hands  into  which  it  was  paid.  The  date  of  the  payment  is  fixed 
to  have  been  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  but  to  whom  it  was  paid  has 
never  been  known.  Suspicions  are,  that  it  was  to  Beaumarchais ; 
and  that  with  tliis  very  money  be  purchased  the  supplies  furnished 
us  by  him,  for  which  large  sums  have  been  paid  him  already,  and 
a  further  large  sum  has  lately  been  certified  to  be  due  to  him  as  the 
balance  of  the  account.  I  inclose  you  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  this  subject,  with  all  the  papers  relative  to  the 
same  which  ^  Is  office  can  furnish:  and  as  you  are  on  the  spot,  I 
must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  make  an  immediate  and  thorough 
iiivestigation  of  it.  No  reasons  of  State  can  now  exist  for  cover- 
ing the  transaction  longer  under  mystery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


■»rM 
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Lett^  from  Mr,  Qtand  to 


Pmti;  September  9,  t78S. 
Djbar  Sir, 

-  'Pkb  Utter  you  honored  me  with,  covered  the  copies  of  three 
letters  which  Mr.  'Thompson  wrote  you  to  obtain  an  explanation 
(^  a  nril&m  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  my  accounts.  1  should 
hiRre  been  very  much  embarrassed  in  satisfying  him  and  p!roving 
diat  I  had  not  put  that  million  in  my  pocket,  had  I  not  applied  to 
M.  Dorival,  who,  as  you  will  see  by  the  answer  inclosed,  in- 
forms me  that  there  was  a  million  paid  by  the  Ro3ral  Treasury  on 
the  lOdi  of  June,  1776.  This  is  the  very  million  about  m^ch 
Mr*  Thompson  inquires,  as  I  have  kept  an  account  of  the  other 
two  millions  which  were  also  furnished  by  the  Royal  Treasury, 
viz : 

The  million  in  June  and  April,  1 777  ;  the  other  in  July  and 
October  of  the  same  year ;  as  well  as  that  furnished  by  the  Farm- 
ers Greneral  in  June,  1777. 

Here  then  are  the  three  millions,  exactly,  which  were  given  by 
the  King  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  and  that  furnished  by  the 
Farmers  General.  Nothing  then  remains  to  be  known  but  who 
received  the  first  million  in  June,  1776.  It  could  not  be  by  me, 
who  was  not  charged  with  the  business  of  Congress  until  January, 
1777.  I  therefore  requested  of  M.  Durival,  the  cop^  of  the 
receipt  for  the  one  million.  You  have  the  answer  which  he  re- 
tumcKi  to  me.  I  wrote  to  him  again,  renev^'ing  my  request,  but 
as  th>e  carrier  is  just  setting  off,  I  cannot  wait  to  give  you  his  an- 
sn^ri  but  you  will  receive  it  in  my  next,  if  I  receive  one.  bi 
die  mean  while,  I  beg  you  will  receive  the  assurances  of  the  sen- 
timents of  respect,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Grand. 


Letter  from  Mr.  Durival  to  Mr.  Grand. 


Sm, 


Veriaillea,  August  30, 1786. 


I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
the  38th  of  this  month,  touching  the  advance  of  a  million,  which 
you  say  was  made  by  the  General  Farm  to  the  United  States  of 
AiQiriea,  the  3rd  of  June,  1777.    I  have  no  knowledge  of  that 


adv^n^.  WMtl  have  verified  is,  that  die  IGng  by  the  contract 
<)f  ttie  35tll'of  Febrliary,  1783^  his  cenfirmed  the'^ratohous  gift 
which  his  Majesty  had  previouafy  made  of  the  three  miUiMis  here- 
after'meiitioiied,  viz : 

One  milfioa  delivered  by  the  Royal  Treasury  the  lOdi  of  June, 
IttS}  tiiA  two  odier  millioDs  advanced  also  by  the  Royal  Treatenr 
in  1777,  dn  four  receipts  of  the  Draudes  of  Congress  of  the  17^ 
of  January,  3rd  of  April,  10th  of  June,  and  15di  of  October,  of 
die  same  year.    This  explanation  will.  Sir,  resolve  yow  doubt 
^touching  tue  advance  of  tne  3rd  of  June,  1777.    I  %ther  re- 
commend to  you,  Sir,  to  confer  on  this  subject  with  Mr.  Gojard, 
',  who  ought  to  be  better  informed  than  us,  who  have  no  knowledge 
'  of  ai^  advances  but  those  made  by  the  Royrd  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  tnoBt  humble  servant, 

DUBIVAL. 


PotUeript  from  Mr.  Qrand. 

. ..  %.        ' 

Puii,  September  IS,  1786. 

I  hazard  a  letter  in  hopes  it  may  be  able  to  join  that  of  the 
dth,  at  L'Qrient,  in  order  to  forward  to  you,  Sir,  the  answer  I 
jhave  jujit  received  from  Mr.  Durival.  i  ou  will  therefore  see, 
Sir^^that  notwidistanding  my  entreaty,  the  minister  hiouelf  refuses 
to^ve  me  the  copy  of  the  receipts  which  I  asked  for.  I  cannot 
coi^eive  the  reason  for  this  reserve,  more  especially,  since  if  there 
has  been  a  million  paid,  he  who  received  it  has  kept  the  account, 
and  muH  in  time  be  known.  I  shall  hear  with  pleasure  that  you 
have  been  more  fortunate  in  this  respect  in  America  than  I  have 
been  in  France,  and  repeat  to  you  the  assurances  of  the  senti- 
ments of  regard,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  roost 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

GlUND. 


9^^ 


»0 


M^ 


Letter  from  Mr,  Duriwd  to  Mr.'  Chmdi 

VersaiUea,  Soplwober  5, 178&^^ 

I  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes^  the  two  letters  wbu^.you 
did  me  the  honor  to  write,  touching  the  three  millicmS}  tbeJuree 
gift  of  which  the  King  has  confirmed  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

.  The  mmister,  Sir,  observed  that  this  gift  has  nothing  to  do  with 
die  million  which  Congress  may  have  received  from  the  General 
Farm,  1777.  Consequently  he  thinks  that  the  receipt  which  ypu 
(jlesire  may  be  communicated  to  you,  cannot  satisfy  the  object  of 
your  view,  and  that  it  would  be  useless  to  give  you  ue  copy  which 
you  desire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  attachment.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

DURIVAL.  m 


Letter  from  Mr.  Durival  to  Mr,  Chand. 

Versailles,  September  }0, 1786. 

I  have  lud  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  as  you.  Sir,  seem 
to  deare,  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  yester- 
day. The  minister  persists  in  the  opinion  that  the  receipt,  the 
copy  of  which  you  request,  has  no  relation  to  the  business  with 
which  you  are  entrusted  on  behalf  of  Congress,  and  that  this 

Erice  would  be  useless  in  the  new  point  of  v  lew  in  which  you 
ave  placed  it.  Indeed,  Sir,  it  is  eai^  for  you  to  prove  that  llie 
money  in  question  was  not  delivered  by  the  Royal  Treasury  into 
your  hands,  as  you  did  not  begin  to  be  charged  with  the  busdness 
of  Congress  until  January,  1777,  and  the  receipt  is  of  the  date 
of  the  10th  of  June,  1776. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  attachment.  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Durival. 
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Extnut  of  a  Utter  from 
at  Paris,  dated  Pi 


.V. .     ■■    .  V 


'amin  Franklin  to  Mr.  Chand,  banker 
delpkia,My  r'.i  llth,  1786, 


*  I  send  you  inclosed  some  letters  that  iiave  passed  between  the 
Seo^tary  of  Congress  and  me,  respecting  three  millions  of  livres 
acknowledged  to  have  been  received  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  as 
don  greUwif  'Vom  the  King,  of  which  only  two  millions  are  found 
in  your  accounts ;  unless  the  million  from  the  Farmers  Greneral 
be  one  of  the  three.  I  have  been  assured  that  all  the  money  re- 
ceived from  the  King,  whether  as  loan  or  gift,  went  through  your 
hands ;  and  zs  I  always  looked  on  the  milUon  we  had  of  ihe  Far- 
mers General  to  be  distinct  from  what  we  had  of  the  crown,  I 
wonder  how  I  came  to  sign  the  contract  acknowledging  three  mil- 
lions of  gift,  when  in  reality  there  were  only  two,  exclusive  of  that 
from  the  Farmers.  And  as  both  you  and  I  examined  the  project 
of  the  contract  before  I  signed  it,  I  am  surprised  that  neither  of 
us  took  notice  of  the  error.  It  is  possible  that  the  million  furnish- 
ed ostensibly  by  the  Farmers,  was  in  fact  a  gift  of  the  crown,  in 
which  case,  as  Mr.  Thompson  observes,  they  owe  us  for  the  two 
ship  loads  of  tobacco  they  received  on  i.cuount  of  it.  I  must 
earnestly  request  of  you  to  get  this  matter*  explained,  that  it  may 
stand  clear  before  I  die,  lest  som3  enemy  should  afterwards  ac- 
cuse me  of  having  received  a  million  not  accounted  for.' 


Letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  Charles  Thompton. 

Philadelphia,  Janaary  25, 1787. 

Dear  Friend, 

You  may  remember  that  in  the  correspondence  between  us  in 
June  last,  on  the  subject  of  a  million,  free  gift  of  the  King  of 
France,  acknowledged  in  our  contraci  to  have  been  received,  but 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  accounted  for  in  our  banker's  accounts, 
unless  it  should  be  the  same  with  the  million  said  to  be  received 
from  the  Farmers  General,  I  mentioned  that  an  explanation  might 
doubtless  Lo  easily  obtained,  by  writing  to  Mr.  Grand  or  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson. I  know  not  whether  you  have  accordingly  written  to 
either  of  them.  But  being  desirous  that  the  matter  should  be 
speedily  cleared  up,  I  wrote  myself  to  Mr.  Grand  a  letter  upon  it, 
of  which  I  now  inclose  a  copy  with  his  answer,  and  several  letters 
from  Mr.  Durival,  who  is  chef  du  bureau  des  fonds  (and  has 
und^,his  care  lafnance)  des  affaires  etrangees.    You  will  see  by 
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these  letters,  that  the  million  ia  question  was  delivered  to  somebody 
GO  tb&  iOth  oC  hia^y  1776,  but  it  does  oot  appear  to  whom,  h  is 
clear  that  it  could  not  be  to  Mr.  Grand,  nor  to  the  comnussioners 
from  Congress,  for  we  did  not  meet  m  France  till  the  end  of  De- 
cember, 1777.  That  banker  was  not  chafed  befimre  with  our 
afiuffs.  By  the  mioisterV  refuang  him  a  capj  of  die  receipt,  I 
conjecture  it  must  be  mmey  advanced  for  our  use  to  Mr.  Be«f- 
miwpfaais,  and  that  it  is  a  mysUre  du  cabinet f  which  perhaps  should 
not  be.  further  inquired  into,  unless  necessary  to  guard  .agamst  mcHre 
dem^^  than  may  be  just  from  that  agent:  for  it  may  well  be 
SMppoaed  that  if  the  court  furnished  him  with  the  means  of  sup- 
plying us,  they  may  not  be  willing  to  furnish  authentic  proofs  of 
such  a  transaction  so  early  in  our  dispute  with  Britain. 

Pray  tell  me,  has  he  dropped  his  demands,  or  does  he  still  corl' 
tioue  to  worry  you  with  them  ? 

1  should  like  to  have  these  original  letters  returned  to  me,  but 
you  may,  if  you  please,  keep  copies  of  them. 

It  is  true,  the  million  in  question  makes  no  diflSsrence  in  your 
acccnmts  with  the  King  of  France,  it  not  being  mentioned  or 
charged  as  so  much  lent  and  repaid,  but  stood  as  freely  ^ven. 
Yet  u  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  any  of  our  agents  or  ministers, 
they  ought  certainly  to  account  for  it.  I  do  not  recollect  whether 
M[»  Deane  had  arrived  in  France  before  the  10th  of  June,  1776, 
but  from  his  great  want  of  money  when  I  jraned  him  a  few  mondls 
after,  I  hardly  think  it  could  have  been  paid  him. 

Pcrasibly  Mr.  Je&rson  may  obtain  the  inf(»rmation,  though  1^. 
Grand  could  not,  and  1  wish  he  may  be  directed  to  make  the  in- 
quiry, as  I  know  he  would  do  it  directly ;  I  mean,  if  by  Hortales 
and  Co.'s  further  demands,  or  for  any  other  reason,  such  an  in- 
quiiy  should  be  thought  necir^ary. 

I  am  ever,  my  Dear  Friend,  yours  most  ailectionately, 

Benjamin  Frani 
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LETTER    CLV. 


TO    GOUVERNEUR  MORRIS. 


Philadelphia,  June  13, 1793. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  insulated  state  in  which  Franco  is  placed  with  respect  to 
almost  all  the  world,  by  the  present  war,  has  cut  off  all  means  of 
addreajsio^  letjers  to,  you  through  oliier  e$|Uiitries»    I  embrace  the 
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war.  It  scarcely  seems  possible  to  avoid  its  becoming  so.  Tbey 
are  so  strong  and  so  far  from  us,  as  to  make  very  serious  addition 
to  our  Indian  diflicuUies.  It  is  very  probable  that  some  of  the 
circumstances  arising  out  of  our  aflairs  with  the  Indians,  or  with 
the  belligerent  powers  of  Europe,  may  occasion  the  convocation 
of  Congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  to  which  its  meeting  stands 
at  present. 

I  send  you  the  forms  of  the  passports  given  here.  The  one  in 
three  columns  is  that  now  used  ;  the  other  having  been  soon  dis- 
continued. It  is  determined  that  they  shall  be  given  in  our  own 
ports  only,  and  to  serve  but  for  one  voyage.  It  has  also  been  de- 
termined, that  they  shall  be  given  to  all  vessels  bona  fide  owned 
by  American  citizens  ivholly,  whether  built  here  or  not.  Our  pro- 
perty, whether  in  the  form  of  vessels,  cargoes,  or  any  thing  else, 
has  a  right  to  pass  the  seas  untouched  by  any  nation,  by  the  law 
of  nations ;  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  ask  where  a  vessel  was  built, 
but  where  is  she  owned  ?  To  the  security  which  the  law  of  nations 
gives  to  such  vessels  against  all  nations,  are  added  particular  stipu- 
lations with  three  of  the  belligerent  powers.  Had  it  not  been  in 
our  power  to  enlarge  our  national  stock  of  shipping  suddenly  in 
the  present  exigency,  a  great  proportion  oi  our  produce  must  have 
remained  on  our  hands  for  want  of  the  means  of  transportation  to 
market.  At  this  time,  indeed,  a  great  proportion  is  in  that  pre- 
dicament. The  most  rigorous  measures  will  be  taken  to  prevent 
any  vessel,  not  wholly  and  bona  fide  owned  by  American  citizens, 
from  obtaining  our  passports.  It  is  much  our  interest  to  prevent 
the  competition  of  other  nations  from  taking  from  us  the  benefits 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  the  neutrality  of  our  flag ;  and  I 
think  we  may  be  very  sure  tliat  few,  if  any,  will  be  fraudulently 
obtained  within  our  ports. 

Though  our  spring  has  been  cold  and  wet,  yet  the  crops  of 
small  grain  are  as  promising  as  they  have  ever  been  seen.  The 
Hessian  fly,  however,  to  the  north,  and  the  weavil  to  the  south  of 
the  Potomac,  will  probably  abridge  the  quantity.  Still  it  seems 
very  doubtful  .vhether  we  shall  not  loose  more  for  want  of  the 
means  of  transportation,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  ships  of  Swe- 
den and  Denmark  would  find  full  employment  here. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  get  your  newspapers  under  the  care  of 
Major  Read,  the  bearer  of  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


VOL.  III. 


32 


250 


LETTEU    CLVf. 


Y 


TO    MR.    PINCKNEY. 

Philadelphia,  Juno  14,  1793 


My  last  letters  to  you  have  been  of  the  7th  of  May  and  4th 
instant.  Since  the  last  date,  yours  of  April  the  15tli  has  come  to 
hand. 

I  inclose  you  several  memorials  and  letters  which  have  pass- 
ed between  the  executive  and  die  ministers  of  France  and 
England.  These  will  develope  to  you  the  principles  on  which  we 
are  proceeding  between  the  belligerent  powers.  The  decisions 
being  founded  in  wiiat  is  conceived  to  be  rigorous  justice,  give 
dissatisfaction  to  both  parties,  and  produce  complaints  from  both. 
It  is  our  duty,  however,  to  persevere  in  them,  and  to  meet  the  conse- 
quences. You  will  observe  that  Mr.  Hammond  proposes  to  refer 
to  his  court  the  determination  of  tlie  President,  that  the  prizes 
taken  by  the  Citoyen  Genet,  could  not  be  given  up.  The  reasons 
for  this  are  explained  in  the  papers.  Mr.  Genet  had  stated  that 
she  was  manned  by  French  citizens.  Mr.  Hammond  had  not 
stated  the  contrary  before  the  decision.  Neither  produced  any 
proofs.  It  .was  therefore  supposed  that  she  was  manned,  princi- 
pally, with  French  citizens.  After  the  decision,  Mr.  Hammond 
denies  the  fact,  but  without  producing  any  proof.  I  am  really 
unable  to  say  how  it  was  ;  but  I  believe  it  to  be  certain  there 
were  very  few  Americans.  He  says,  the  issuing  the  commission, 
&c.  by  Mr.  Genet,  widiin  our  territory,  was  an  infringement  of 
our  sovereignty ;  therefore,  the  proceeds  of  it  should  be  given  up 
to  Great  Britain.  The  infringement  was  a  matter  between  France 
and  us.  Had  we  insisted  on  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  by  way  of 
satisfaction  to  our  insidted  rights,  it  would  have  belonged  to  us, 
not  to  a  third  party.  As  between  Great  Britain  and  us,  conader- 
ing  all  the  circumstances  explained  in  the  pnpcrs,  we  deemed  we 
did  enough  to  satisfy  her.  We  are  moreover  assured,  that  it  is 
the  standing  usage  of  France,  perhaps  too  of  other  nations  in  all 
wars,  to  lodge  blank  commissions  with  all  their  foreign  consuls,  to 
be  given  to  every  vessel  of  their  nntion,  merchant  or  arinod  ; 
without  which  a  merchant  vessel  would  ho  punished  as  a  pinUc, 
were  she  to  take  the  smallest  thing  of  the  enemy  that  should  fall 
in  her  way.  Indeed,  the  j)lace  of  the  delivery  of  a  conmiission 
is  immaterial.  As  it  may  be  sent  by  letter  to  any  one,  so  it  may 
be  delivered  by  hand  to  him  any  where.     The  place  of  signatun 
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by  the  Sovereign  is  the  material  thing.  Were  that  to  be  done  in 
any  other  jurisdiction  than  his  own,  it  might  draw  tlie  validity  of 
the  act  into  question.  I  mention  these  things,  because  I  think  it 
would  be  proper,  that  after  considering  them  and  such  other  cir- 
cumstances as  appear  in  the  papers,  or  may  occur  to  yourself, 
you  should  make  it  the  subject  of  a  conversation  with  the  minister. 
Perhaps  it  may  give  you  an  opportunity  of  touching  on  another 
subject.  Whenever  Mr.  Hammond  applies  to  our  government  on 
any  matter  whatever,  be  it  ever  so  new  or  difficult,  if  he  does  not 
receive  his  answer  in  two  or  three  days  or  a  week,  we  are  goaded 
with  new  letters  on  the  subject.  Sometimes  it  is  the  sailing  of 
the  packet,  which  is  made  the  pretext  for  forcing  us  into  prema- 
ture and  undigested  determinations.  You  know  best  how  far  your 
applications  meet  such  early  attentions,  and  whether  you  may  with 
propriety  claim  a  return  of  thom  :  you  can  best  judge  too  of  the 
expediency  of  an  intimation,  that  where  despatch  is  not  recipro- 
cal, it  may  be  expedient  and  justifiable  that  delay  should  be  so. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Tu:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CLVII. 


TO    MR.    GENET. 


Sir, 


Phikdolphia,  Juno  17,  17U3. 


I  shall  now  have  the  honor  of  answering  your  letter  of  the  1st 
instant,  and  so  much  of  dmt  of  the  14th  (both  of  which  have  been 
laid  before  the  President)  as  relates  to  a  vessel  armed  in  tlui  port 
of  New  York  and  about  to  depart  from  thence,  but  stopped  by 
order  of  the  government.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  premise,  that 
the  case  supposed  in  your  letter,  of  a  vessel  arming  for  her  own 
defence,  and  to  repel  unjust  aggressions,  is  not  that  in  question, 
nor  that  on  which  I  mean  to  answer,  because  not  having  yet  hap- 
pened as  far  as  is  known  to  the  government,  I  have  no  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject.  The  case  in  question  is  that  of  a  vessel 
armed,  equipped  end  manned  in  a  port  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  com.  litting  hostilities  on  nations  at  peace  with  the 
United  States. 

As  soon  as  it  was  perceived  that  such  enterprises  would  bo  at- 
tomj)ted,  orders  to  prevent  them  were  despatched  to  all  the  States 
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and  ports  of  the  Union.  In  consequence  of  these,  tiie  Governor  of 
New  York,  receiving  information  that  a  sloop  heretofore  called 
the  Polly  now  die  Republican,  was  fitting  out,  arming  and  man- 
ning in  the  port  of  New  York,  for  the  express  and  sole  purpose  of 
cruising  against  certain  nations  wiUi  whom  we  are  at  peace,  that 
she  had  taken  her  guns  and  ammunidon  aboard  and  was  on  the 
point  of  departure,  seized  the  vessel.  That  the  Governor  wr-  not 
mistaken  in  the  previous  indications  of  her  object,  appears  by  tlie 
subsequent  avowal  of  the  citizen  Hauterieve,  consul  of  France  at 
that  port,  who,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor,  reclaims  her  as  '  Un 
vaisseau  arme  en  guerre,  et  pret  a  mettre  a  la  voile ;'  and  describes 
her  object  in  these  expressions ;  '  Get  usage  etrange  de  la  force 
publique  contre  les  cito^  ens  d'une  nation  amie  qui  se  reunissent 
ici  jiour  alter  defendre  leur  freres^  &,c.  and  again ;  '  Je  requiers, 
monsieur,  I'autorite  dont  vous  etes  revctu,  pour  fairc  rendre  a  des 
Francois,  a  des  allies,  &c.  la  libertc  de  voler  au  sccours  de  leur 
patrie.''  This  transaction  being  reported  to  die  President,  orders 
were  immediately  sent  to  deliver  over  the  vessel,  and  the  persons 
concerned  in  the  enterprise,  to  die  tribunals  of  the  country,  Uiat  if 
the  act  was  of  those  forbidden  by  the  law,  it  might  be  punished ; 
if  it  was  not  forbidden,  it  might  be  so  declared,  and  all  persons 
apprised  of  what  they  might  or  might  not  do. 

This  we  have  reason  to  believe  is  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
and  it  is  a  repetition  of  diat  which  was  die  subject  of  my  letter  of 
the  ftth  instant,  which  animadverted,  not  merely  on  the  single  fact 
of  the  granting  commissions  of  war  by  one  nation  within  tlie  ter- 
ritory of  another,  but  on  die  aggregate  of  die  facts :  for  it  states 
the  o])inion  of  die  President  to  be,  '  that  the  arming  and  equipping 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  die  United  States,  to  cruise  against  nations 
with  whom  they  are  at  peace,  was  incomjiatible  with  die  sove- 
reignty of  the  United  States ;  that  it  made  Uiem  insti'umental  to  die 
annoyance  of  those  nations,  and  diereby  tended  to  commit  their 
peace.'  And  this  opinion  is  still  conceived  to  be  not  contrary  to 
die  principles  of  natinal  law,  the  usage  of  nations,  die  -'sage- 
ments  which  unite  the  two  people,  nor  die  proclamauo)  of  the 
IVesident,  as  you  seem  to  diink. 

Surely,  not  a  syllable  can  be  found  in  die  last  mentioned  instru- 
ment, permitting  the  preparation  of  hostilities  in  the  ports  of  die 
United  States.  Its  object  was  to  enjoin  on  our  citizens  'a  friend- 
ly conduct  iowards  all  the  belligerent  powers;'  but  a  preparation 
of  hostilities  is  the  reverse  of  this. 

None  of  the  engagements  in  our  treaties  stipulate  diis  permis- 
sion. The  XVllth  article  of  diat  of  connncrce,  permits  the  armed 
vessels  of  eidier  party  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  other,  and  to  de- 
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part  witli  tlieir  prizes  freely :  but  the  entry  of  an  armed  vessel 
into  a  port,  is  one  act ;  the  equipping  a  vessel  in  tliat  port,  arming 
her,  and  manning  her,  is  a  different  one,  and  not  engaged  by  any 
article  of  the  treaty. 

You  think.  Sir,  that  Uiis  opinion  is  also  contrary  to  the  lavir  of 
nature  and  usage  of  nations.  We  are  of  opinion  it  is  dictated  by 
that  law  and  usage  ;  and  tiiis  had  been  very  maturely  inquired 
ii.to  before  it  was  adopted  as  a  principle  of  conduct.  But  we  will 
not  assume  the  exclusive  right  of  saying  what  Uiat  law  and  usage 
is.  Let  us  appeal  to  enlightened  and  disinterested  judges.  None 
is  more  so  than  Vattel.  He  says,  L.  3.  8.  104.  *Tanl  qu'  un 
peuple  neutre  veut  jouir  surement  de  cet  etat,  il  doit  montrer  en 
toiites  choses  une  exacte  impartialite  entre  ceux  qui  se  font  la 
guerre.  Car  s'il  favorise  I'un  au  prejudice  de  1'  autre,  il  ne 
])ourra  pas  se  plaindre,  quand  cehii  ci  le  traitera  comuie  adherent 
ft  associe  de  son  ennemi.  Sa  neutrality'  seroit  une  neutralite  frau- 
duleuse,  dont  personne  no  veut  etre  la  dupe.  Voyons  done  en 
quoi  consiste  cette  impartialite  qu'  un  peuple  neutre  doit  garder. 

Elle  se  rapporte  uniqucment  a  la  guerre,  et  comprend  deux 
choses  1*^.  Ne  point  donner  de  secours  quand  ou  n'y  est  pas 
oblige ;  ne  fournir  librement  ne  troupes,  ni  amies,  ni  munitions,  nl 
rien  de  ce  qui  sert  directement  a  la  guerre.  Je  dis  ne  point 
donner  de  secours,  et  non  pas  en  donner  egalement;  car  il  seroit 
absurde  qu'  un  etat  secourut  en  meme  terns  deux  ennemis.  Et 
|)uis  il  seroit  impossible  de  le  faire  avcc  egalite  ;  les  monies  choses, 
le  nit'me  nombre  de  troupes,  la  nieme  quantite  d'  arni<'S,  de  mu-  , 
nitions,  &.c.  fournies  en  des  circonstances  dilFerentes,  ne  forment 
plus  des  secours  equivalents,  &c.'  If  the  neutral  power  may  not, 
consistent  with  its  neutrality,  furnish  men  to  either  party,  for  their 
aid  in  war,  as  little  can  either  enrol  them  in  the  neutral  territory 
by  the  law  of  nations.  Wolf,  S.  1174,  says,  '  Puisque  le  droit  do 
lever  des  soldais  est  un  droit  de  majeste,  qui  ne  j)eut  itre  violo 
par  une  nation  etrangere,  il  n'  est  pas  permis  de  lever  des  soldats 
sur  le  lerritorie  d'  autrui,  sans  le  consenienicnt  dn  maitre  du 
terrilorie.'  And  Vattel,  before  cited  L.  3.  8.  15.  '  Le  droit  do 
lever  des  soldats  ap[)artenant  unicjuement  ;i  la  nation,  on  au  sou- 
vcrain,  personne  ne  pent  en  envoler  en  pays  etranger  sans  la 
permission  Aw  souveraine  :  (Jeiix  (jui  entre  preiniant  d'  engager  des 
soldats  en  jiays  etranger  sans  la  permission  du  souverain,  et  en 
general  quiquon<|iie  debauche  les  sujels  d'  autrui,  viole  un  des 
droits  les  plus  sacres  du  prince  et  de  la  nation.  C cslj  le  crime 
qu'  on  appelle  plaf^idt,  ou  vol  d'homme.  II  n'est  a  icun  etat 
police  (]ui  ne  le  punisso  tres  severement,'  &-('.  For  1  ehoose  to 
lefer  you  to  the  passage,  rather  than   follow  it  through  ail  its  de- 
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.  Mopements.  The  testimony  of  these,  and  other  writers,  on  the 
law  and  usage  of  nations,  with  your  own  just  reflections  on  them, 
will  satisfy  you  that  tlie  United  States,  in  prohibiting  all  tlie  belli- 
gerent powers  from  equipping,  arming  and  mrnning  vessels  of 
war  in  dieir  ports,  have  exercised  a  right  and  a  duty,  with  justice 
and  with  great  moderation.  By  our  treaties  with  several  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  which  are  a  part  of  the  laws  of  our  land,  we 
have  established  a  state  of  peace  with  them.  But  without  appeal- 
ing to  treaties,  we  are  at  peace  with  them  all  by  die  law  of  nature. 
For  by  nature's  law,  man  is  at  peace  with  man  till  some  aggres- 
sion is  committed,  which,  by  the  same  law,  authorises  one  to  de- 
stroy another  as  his  enemy.  For  our  citizens  then  to  commit 
murders  and  depredations  on  the  members  of  nations  at  peace 
with  us,  or  combine  to  do  it,  appeared  to  the  executive,  and  to 
tliose  whom  they  consulted,  as  much  against  the  laws  of  the  land, 
as  to  murder  or  rob,  or  combine  to  murder  or  rob  its  own  citi- 
zens; and  as  much  to  require  punishment,  if  donr  widiin  their  li- 
mits, where  they  have  a  territorial  jurisdiction,  or  on  the  high  seas, 
where  they  have  a  personal  jurisdiction,  that  is  to  say,  one  which 
reaches  their  own  citizens  only,  this  being  an  appropriate  part  of 
each  nation  on  an  element  where  all  have  a  common  jurisdiction. 
So  say  our  laws  as  we  understand  them  ourselves.  To  tliem  the 
appeal  is  made ;  and  whether  we  have  construed  them  well  or  ill, 
the  cnstitutional  judges  will  decide.  Till  that  decision  shall  be 
obtained,  the  government  of  the  United  States  must  pursue  what 
they  think  right  with  firmness,  as  is  their  duty.  On  tlie  first  at- 
tempt that  was  made,  the  President  was  desirous  of  involving  in 
the  censures  of  the  law  as  few  as  might  be.  Such  of  the  indivi- 
duals only,  therefore,  as  were  citizens  of  the  United  States,  were 
singled  out  for  prosecution.  But  this  second  attempt  being  after 
fill  knowledge  of  what  had  been  done  on  the  first,  and  indicating 
a  disposition  to  go  on  in  opposition  to  the  laws,  they  arc  to  take 
their  course  against  all  persons  concerned,  whether  citizens  or 
aliens ;  the  latter,  while  within  our  jurisdiction  and  enjoying  the 
jMotection  of  tlie  laws,  being  bound  to  obedience  to  them,  and  to 
avoid  disturbances  of  our  peace  within,  or  acts  which  would  com- 
mit it  without,  equally  as  citizens  are. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witii  sentiments  of  great  respect  and 
eeteeui,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Tii:  Jeffeu'ion. 
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LETTER    CLVIII. 


TO     MR.    HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  Juno  19,  1793. 


I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  letter  on  the  29th  of  May 
was  twelvemonth,  on  the  articles  still  unexecuted  of  tlie  treaty  of 
peace  between  the  two  nations.  The  subject  v  at  extensive  and 
important,  and  therefore  rendered  a  certain  degree  of  delay  in 
the  reply  to  be  expected.  But  it  has  now  become  such  as  natu- 
rally to  generate  disquietude.  The  interest  we  have  in  the  west- 
ern posts,  the  blood  and  treasure  which  their  detention  costs  us 
daily,  cannot  but  produce  a  corresponding  anxiety  on  our  part. 
Permit  me,  therefore,  to  ask  when  1  may  expect  the  honor  of  a 
reply  to  my  letter,  and  to  assure  yoi  of  the  scntiuients  of  respect, 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CLIX. 


TO    MESSRS.    CARMICHAEL    AND    SHORT. 

Philadelphia,  Juno  :50,  (79:5. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  from  Messrs.  Viar  and  Jaudencs,  die  represen- 
tatives of  Spain  at  tiiis  place,  a  letter,  which,  whether  considered 
ill  itself,  or  as  the  sequel  of  several  others,  conveys  to  us  very 
disagreeable  prospects  of  the  temper  and  views  of  their  court 
towards  us.  If  this  letter  is  a  faidiful  expression  of  that  temper, 
we  presume  it  to  be  the  eiXvci  of  egregious  misrepresentations  by 
their  agents  in  America.  Revising  our  own  disposi'ions  and  pro- 
ceedings towards  that  power,  we  can  find  in  them  nothing  but 
those  of  peace  and  friendship  for  them ;  and  conscious  that  this 
will  be  apj)arcnt  from  a  true  statement  of  fiicts,  I  shall  proceed  to 
give  you  such  a  one,  to  be  connnunicated  to  the  court  of  Madrid. 
If  t'ley  find  it  very  difTercnt  from  that  conveyed  to  them  by  others, 
they  may  think  it  prudent  to  doubt,  txnd  to  take  and  to  give  time 
for  nnitual  iiKjuiry  and  explanation.  I  shall  proceed  to  give  you 
this  statement,  beginning  it  from  an  early  period. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  the  United  States  laid  it 
down  as  a  ride  of  their  conduct,  to  eni^age  the  Indian  trihes  within 
their  neiglihorhood  to  remain  strictly  neutral.  They  accordinfr|y 
strongly  pressed  it  on  them,  urging  that  it  was  a  lamily  quarrel 
with  which  they  had  nothing  to  do,  and  in  which  we  wished  them 
to  take  no  part :  and  we  strengthened  these  recommendations  by 
doing  Uiem  every  act  of  friendship  and  gc^d  ncighhorhood,  which 
circumstances  left  in  our  power.  With  some,  these  solicitations 
prevailed  ;  hut  the  greater  part  of  them  suficred  themselves  to  he 
drawn  into  the  war  against  us.  They  waged  it  in  their  usnnl 
cruel  manner,  murdering  and  scaljiing  men,  women  and  children, 
indiscriminately,  burning  their  houses,  and  desolating  tiie  coun- 
try. They  put  us  to  vast  expense,  as  well  by  the  constant  fore; 
we  were  obliged  to  keep  up  in  that  quarter,  as  by  expeditions  of 
considerable  niagnitude  which  we  were  under  the  necessity  o! 
sending  into  their  countrv  from  time  to  time. 

Peace  being  at  length  concluded  with  England,  we  had  it  also 
to  conclude  with  them.  They  had  made  war  on  us  without  the 
least  provocation  or  pretence  of  injiny.  They  had  added  greatly 
to  die  cost  of  that  war.  They  had  insulted  our  feelings  by  their 
savage  cruelties.  They  were  by  our  arms  completely  sidxluod 
and  hund)led.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  we  had  a  right  lo 
demand  substantial  satislaction  and  indemnification.  We  used 
that  right,  however,  with  real  moderation.  Their  limits  with  us 
under  the  former  government  were  generally  ill  defined,  (luestion- 
able,and  the  fre(|ueut  cause  of  war.  Sincerely  desirous  of  living  in 
their  peace,  of  cultivating  it  by  every  act  of  justice  and  friendship, 
and  of  rendering  them  better  neighbors  by  introducing  among 
them  some  of  the  most  useful  aits,  it  was  necessary  to  begin  by  a 
precise  definition  of  boundary.  Accordingly,  at  the  treaties  held 
with  thein,  our  mutual  boundaries  were  settled;  and  notwithstand- 
ing our  just  right  to  concessions  adeqiiaU;  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  we  recjuired  such  only  as  were  inconsiderahle  ;  and  for 
even  these,  in  order  dial  we  might  place  them  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect conciliation,  we  paid  diem  a  valuable  consideration,  and 
granted  them  annuities  in  money  which  have  been  regularly  paid, 
and  were  equal  to  the  prices  for  which  they  have  usually  sold 
their  lands. 

Sensible,  as  they  were,  of  the  wrong  they  had  done,  they  ex- 
pected to  make  some  indemnifieaiion,  and  were,  for  the  most  part, 
satisfied  with  the  mode  and  measure  of  it.  In  one  or  two  instan- 
ces, where  a  dissatisfaction  was  ohserved  to  remain  as  to  the 
honndaries  agreed  on,  or  doubts  entertained  of  the  authority  of 
those  with  whom  they  were  agrcMid,  the  United  States  invited  the 
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tic»^;iiii#wife  invited  to  come  to  {He  seatc?  die  Grenenl  Govemfi 
me^  W^  tiit^^  mrair^:  They  ^^^^ 
edited J^Mn  of  wHat  had  hee^  eeded; ^laoi^ tliQ rc^vi, 
skxf  yielded  ^fiBk'to  thein,  and  noduh^  required  in  lieu  of  it :  and 
thcMifh  ffi^  #5uld  have  been  better  satisfied  tp  have  had  the 
wliole  leBtbred,  yet  they  had  obtained  enough  to  satisfy  them  well* 
nieff  nadoGD,  too,  would  have  been  satisfied,  for  they  were  cchi* 
sckkii  df  their  aggi*es^oh,  and  of  the  moderation  of  the  indemnity 
with  %hieh  we  lial  been  conteiated."  But  at  that  time  came 
aoKing  dieih  an  adventurer  of  the  naNie  of  Bowles^  who,  acting^ 
fititfl  an  inapulse  with  which  we  lire  unacquainted,  flattered  ti^uBny 
wilif  the  hope  of  some  foreign  interference,  whidh  ^puld  vuid^ 
wM^hftd  b^n  done,  and  force  us  to  con^der  the  niled  grant  of 
tbel^  ]leioe  as  a  sufficient  satisfaction  for  their  having  made  war  oq 
us.  Of' this  adventurer  the  Spanbh  government  nd  us :  but  nc^^ 
of  his  principles,  his  practices,  and  nis  excitements  against  us. 
These  we]f*e  more  than  continued  by  the  officers  commanding  at 
New  Ol'lieain  and  Pensacola,  and  by  agents  employed  by  them"^ 
and  bearing  their  commis8i(m.  Their  |»roceedmgs  havelwBbn  the 
subject  of  former  letters  to  you,  and  proolk  of  these  proceedings 
have  been  sent  to  you.  Those,  with  omers  now  sent,  establish  the 
fact^  that  they  called  assembUes  of  the  southern  Indians,  openly 
penvtttded  them  to  disavow  their  treaties,  and  die  limits  tbereia 
estabttihed,  promised  to  ^^port  them  with  all  ^e  powers  whicli 
dejpieiided  on  them,  assured  tn<em  of  the  protecttion  of  their  sove- 
reign, gave  theni  arms  in  great  quantities  for  the  aV6wei  purpose 
of  eomnaittinl  hostilities  on  us,  and  prbmised  them  fiiture  simi^ies 
to  their' titMdst  need.  '^The  Chiekisaws,  die  most  stea<|y  kad 
faithful  (Heiidi  6f  these  States,  have  remained  unshiAten  1)y  these 
practices.  So  also  have  the  Chocktaws,  for  the  most  part.  The 
ChU^ees  have  been  teazed  into  socne  Expressions  o^  (^oiitent, 
deH^Sred only  to  the  Spanish  Governors,  or  their  agents;  while  to 
us,  dieyhave  continued  to  speak  the  language  of  place  and  fi^lend- 
shipi  One  part  of  the  nation  only,  settled  at  Cuckamogga  tiJittd 
mixed  with  banditti  and  ouicdsts  from  the  Sha#anese  aha  oper^ 
uibr-*  ackndwtedeing  contrel  from  none,  andneVer  in  a  sttate  of' 
'  %  nave  readily  engaged  ih  the  hostilities  against  us  to  #bieh 
,  /^r  enoouriged.  But  ^at  Waii  intueh  more  iiipMiit, 
VOL  III.  33 


.^# 


■■.« 


•     :    i 


-,>^ 


;  i 


lit 


«Hl 


<'^-'0fSt'''^^^Jrf^'*'''>^'-'M  g'*'".  •  -fr*-^'- 


■^-^  :.rir0'lirrS^jisfi^J^k^ 


^reat  numbers  of  the  Creeks,  cfiiefly  their  3^ng  *nien,  have 
yielded  to  these  incitements,  and  have  now,  for  more  than  a 

4  twelve-month,  been  committing  murders  and  desolations  on  our 
froatie^.  Really  dearous  of  living  in  peace  with  them,  we  have 
redoubled  our  emtrts  to  produce  the  same  dispoation  in  them. 
We. have  borne  with  their  aggressions,  forbidden  all  retu^of  hos- 
tility against  them,  tied  up  the  hands  of  our  people,  insomuch  that 
few  instances  of  retaliation  have  occurred  even  from  our  suffering 
citizens;  we  have  multiplied  our  gratifications  to  them,  fed  them 
when  starving  from  the  produce  ofour  own  fields  and  labor.  No 
longer  ago  than  the  lasf  winter,  when  they  had  no  other  resource 
against  laipJie  and  must  have  perished  in  great  numbers,  we  car- 
ried into  I.  'C  "try  and  distributed  among  them,  gratuitously, 
ten  thousand  Jusjtiof  corn;  and  that  too,  at  the  same  time, 
when  theur  young  m<  ^  ivere  daily  committing  murders  on  help- 
less women  and  children,  on  our  frontiers.  And  though  these 
depredations  now  involve  more  considerable  parts  of  the  nation, 
we  'are  still  demanding  punishment  of  the  guilty  individuals,  and 
shall  be  contented  with  it.  These  acts  of  neighborly  kindness  and 
support  on  our  part,  have  not  been  confined  to  the  Creeks,  though 
extended  to  them  in  much  the  greatest  degree.  Like  wants 
among  the  Chickasaws  had  induced  us  to  send  to  them  also,  at 

^^rst,  five  hundred  bushels  of  com,  and  afterwards,  fifteen  hundred 
more.  Our  language  to  all  the  tribes  of  Indians  has  constantly 
been,  to  live  in  peace  with  one  another,  and  in  a  most  especial 
manner,  we  have  used  our  endeavors  with  those  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Spanish  colonies,  to  be  peaceable  towards  those  colo- 
pies.  I  sent  you  on  a  former  occasion  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  at  War  to  Mr.  Seagrove,  one  of  our  agents  with  the 
Indians,  in  that  quarter,  merely  to  convey  to  you  the  general 
tenor  of  the  conduct  marked  out  for  those  agents  :  and  I  desired 
you,  in  placing  before  the  eyes  of  the  Spanish  ministry  the  very 
contrary  conduct  observed  by  their  agents  here,  to  invite  them  to 

^  a  reciprocity  of  good  ofiSces  with  our  Indian  neighbors,  each  for 
the  other,  and  to  make  our  common  peace  the  common  object  of 
both  nations.  I  can  protest  that  such  have  hitherto  been  the  can- 
did and  zealous  endeavors  of  Xhis  government,  and  that  if  its  agents 
have  in  any  instance  acted  in  another  way,  it  has  been  equally 
unknown  and  unauthorised  by  us,  and  that  were  even  probable 
proofs  uf  it  produced,  there  would  be  no  hesitation  to  mark  them 
with  the  disapprobation  of  the  government.  We  expected  the 
same  friendly  condescension  from  the  court  of  Spain,  in  furnish- 
ing ^ou  witii  proofs  of  die  practices  of  the  Governor  de  Caronde- 
let  m  particular  practices  avowed  by  him,  and  attempted  to  be 
justified  in  his  letter. 
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In  this  state  of  things,  in  such  dispositions  towards  Spain  and 
towards  the  Indians,  in  such  a  course  of  proceedings  with  respect 
to  them,  and  while  negotiations  were  instituted  at  Madrid  for  ar- 
ranging these  and  all  other  matters  which  might  affect  our  friend- 
ship and  good  understanding,  we  received  from  Messrs.  de  Viar 
and  Jaudenes  their  letter  of  May  the  25tb,  which  was  the  subject 
of  mine  of  May  the  31st,  to  you;  and  now  again  we  have  received 
that  of  the  18th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  This  letter 
charges  us,  and  in  the  most  disrespectful  style,  with 

X.  £xciting  the  Chickasaws  to  war  on  the  Creeks. 

2.  Furnishing  them  with  provisions  and  arms. 

3.  Aiming  at  the  occupation  of  a  post  at  the  Ecores  amargas. 

4.  Giving  medals  and  marks  of  distinction  to  several  Indians. 

5.  Meddling  with  the  affairs  of  such  as  are  allies  of  Spain. 

6.  Not  using  efficacious  means  to  prevent  these  proceedings. 
I  shall  make  short  observations  on  these  charges. 

1.  Were  the  first  true,  it  would  not  be  unjustifiable  The 
Creeks  have  now  a  second  time  commenced  against  us  a  war  *n 
and  unprovoked  war,  and  tlie  present  one  in  the  face  of  .  retekit 
treaty,  and  of  the  most  friendly  and  charitable  offices  on  our  part. 
There  would  be  notliing  out  of  the  common  course  of  proceeding 
tlien,  for  us  to  engage  allies,  if  we  needed  any  for  their  punish- 
ment. Bu^  we  neither  need,  nor  have  sought  tliem.  The  fact 
itself  is  utterly  false,  and  we  defy  the  world  to  produce  a  single 
proof  of  it.  The  declaration  of  war  by  the  Chickasaws,  as  we 
are  informed,  was  a  very  sudden  thing,  produced  by  the  murder 
of  some  of  their  people  by  a  party  of  Creeks,  and  produced  so 
instantaneously  as  to  give  no  body  time  to  interfere,  either  to  pro- 
mote or  prevent  a  rupture.  We  had,  on  the  contrary,  most  par- 
ticularly exhorted  that  nation  to  preserve  peace,  because  in  truth 
we  have  a  most  particular  friendship  for  them.  This  will  be  evi- 
dent from  a  copy  of  the  message  of  the  President  to  them,  among 
the  papers  now  inclosed. 

2.  The  gift  of  provisions  was  but  an  act  of  tliat  friendship  to 
them,  when  in  the  same  distress,  which  had  induced  us  to  give 
five  times  as  much  to  the  less  friendly  nation  of  the  Creeks.  But 
we  have  given  arms  to  them.  We  believe  it  is  the  practice  of 
every  white  nation  to  give  arms  to  the  neighboring  Indians.  The 
agents  of  Spain  have  done  it  abundantly,  and  we  suppose  not  out 
of  their  own  pockets,  and  this  for  purposes  of  avowed  hostility  on 
us ;  and  they  have  been  liberal  in  promises  of  further  supplies. 
We  have  given  a  few  arms  to  a  very  friendly  tribe,  not  to  make 
war  on  Spain,  but  to  defend  themselves  from  the  atrocities  of  a 
vastly  more  j;](yjfi<^^pu{>  and  jioWi^ul  ))eople,  and  one  whiph,  by  a 
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series  of  Bbprovoked  «nd  even  onrepefled  atttcks  od  us,  b  obliging 
as  to  look  towards  war  as  the  only  means  left  of  curbii^  their  in- 
solence. 

3.  We  are  aimmg,  as  is  pretended,  at  an  estabhshment  on  the 
Mississippi,  at  the  ^ores  amargas.  Considering  the  measures  of 
diis  nature  widi  vi\nch  Spain  is  going  on,  having,  nnce  the  propo- 
sidon  to  treat  with  us  on  the  subject,  established  posts  at  the  Wal- 
nut hills  and  other  frfaces  for  two  hundred  miles  upwards,  it  would 
not  have  been  wonderful  if  we  had  taken  countervailing  measures. 
But  the  truth  is,  we  have  not  done  it.  We  wished  to  give  a  fair 
chance  to  the  negotiation  going  on,  and  thought  it  but  common 
candor  to  leave  things  in  statu  qiio^  to  make  no  innovation  pend- 
ing the  negotiation.  lu  this  spirit  we  forbid,  and  deterred  even 
by  militaiy  force,  a  large  association  of  our  citizens,  under  the 
name  of  the  Yazoo  companies,  which  had  formed  to  setUe  them- 
selves at  those  very  Walnut  hills,  \diich  Spain  has  since  occupied. 
And  so  far  are  we  from  meditating  the  particular  establishment  so 
boldly  chained  in  this  letter,  that  we  know  not  what  place  is  meant 
by  Uie  fk:ores  amargas.     This  charge  then  is  false  also. 

4.  diving  medals  and  marks  of  distinction  to  the  Indian  Chiefs. 
This  is  but  blindly  hinted  at  in  this  letter,  but  was  mwe  pointedly 
complained  of  in  the  former.  This  has  been  an  antient  custom 
from  time  immemorial.  The  medals  are  conadered  as  compli- 
mentary things,  as  marks  of  friendship  to  those  who  come  to  see 
us,  or  who  do  us  good  offices,  conciliatory  of  their  good  will  to- 
wards us,  and  not  deagned  to  produce  a  contrary  disposition  to- 
wards odiers.  1^^  confer  no  power,  and  seem  to  have  taken 
th^  origb  in  the  European  practice,  of  giving  medals  ix  other 
marks  of  friendship  to  the  negotiators  of  treaties  and  other  diplo- 
matic diaracters,  or  visitors  of  distinction.  The  British  govern- 
ment, while  it  prevailed  here,  practised  the  giving  medals,  gorgets 
and  bracelets  to  the  savages,  invariably.  We  have  continued  it, 
and  we  did  imagine,  without  pretending  to  know,  that  Spain  also 
did  it. 

5.  We  meddle  with  the  affairs  of  Indians  in  alliance  with  Spain. 
We  are  perfectly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  this  means.  The  Indians 
on  our  frontier  have  treaties  botii  with  Spam  and  us.  We  have 
endeavored  to  cultivate  their  friendship,  to  merit  it  by  presents, 
charities,  and  exhortations  to  peace  with  their  neighbors,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  subjects  of  Spain.  We  have  carried  on  some 
little  commerce  widi  them,  merely  to  supply  their  wants.  Spain 
too  has  made  them  presents,  traded  with  them,  kept  agents  among 
them,  though  their  country  is  within  the  limits  established  as  ours 
at  tije  general  peace.     However,  Spain  has  chosen  to  have 
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understood  that  she  has  some  claim  to  some  parts  of  that  country, 
and  that  it  must  be  one  of  the  subjects  of  our  present  negotiations. 
Out  of  respect  for  her  then,  we  have  consddered  her  pretensioDs  to 
the  country,  though  it  was  impossible  to  believe  them  serious,  as 
coloring  pretensions  to  a  concern  witli  those  Indians  on  the  same 
ground  with  our  own,  and  we  were  willing  to  let  them  go  on  till  a 
trea^  should  set  things  to  rights  between  us. 

6.  Another  article  of  complaint,  is,  that  we  have  not  used  effi> 
cacious  means  to  suppress  these  practices.  But  if  tlie  charge  is 
false,  or  the  practice  justifiable,  no  suppression  is  necessary. 

And  lastly,  these  gentlemen  say  that  on  a  view  of  these  pro- 
ceedings of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  Spain  and  the  In- 
dians, their  allies,  they  foresee  that  our  peace  with  Spain  is  very 
problematical  in  future.  The  principal  object  of  the  letter  being 
our  supposed  excitements  of  the  Chickasaws  against  the  Creeks, 
and  their  protection  of  the  latter,  are  we  to  understand  from  this, 
that  if  we  arm  to  repulse  the  attacks  of  the  Creeks  on  ourselves, 
it  will  disturb  our  peace  with  Spain  ?  That  if  we  will  not  fold  our 
arms  and  let  them  butcher  us  without  resistance,  Spain  will  con- 
sider it  as  a  cause  of  war  ?  Thi^  is,  indeed,  so  serious  an  intima- 
tion, that  the  President  has  thought  it  could  no  longer  be  treated 
witli  subordinate  characters,  but  that  his  sentiments  should  be  con- 
veyed to  the  government  of  Spain  itself,  through  you. 

We  love  and  we  value  peace  :  we  know  its  blessings  from  ex- 
perience. We  abhor  the  follies  of  war,  and  are  not  untried  in  its 
distresses  and  calamities.  Unmeddling  with  the  afiairs  of  other 
nations,  we  had  ho{)ed  that  our  distance  and  our  dispositions  would 
have  left  us  free,  in  the  example  and  indulgence  of  peace  with  all 
the  world.  We  had,  with  sincere  and  particular  dispositions, 
courted  and  cultivated  the  friendship  of  Spain.  We  have  made 
to  it  great  sacrifices  of  time  and  interest,  and  were  disposed  to 
believe  she  would  see  her  interests  also  in  a  perfect  coalition  and 
good  understanding  with  us.  Cherishing  still  the  same  sentiments, 
we  have  chosen,  in  the  present  instance,  to  ascribe  the  intimations 
in  this  letter  to  the  particular  character  of  the  writers,  displayed 
in  the  peculiarity  of  the  style  of  their  communications,  and  there- 
fore, we  have  removed  the  cause  from  them  to  their  sovereign,  in 
whose  justice  hr.rl  love  of  peace  we  have  confidence.  If  we  are 
disappointed  in  this  appeal,  if  we  are  to  be  forced  into  a  contrary 
order  of  things,  our  mind  is  made  up.  We  shall  meet  it  with 
firmness.  The  necessity  of  our  position  will  supersede  all  appeal 
to  calculation  now,  as  it  has  done  heretofore.  We  confide  in  our 
own  strength,  without  boasting  of  it ;  we  respect  that  of  others, 
without  fearing  it.     If  we  cannot  otherwise  prevail  on  the  Creeks 
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to  discontinue  tlieir  depredations,  we  will  attack  them  in  force.  If 
Spain  chooses  to  consider  our  defence  agamst  savage  butchery  as 
a  cause  of  war  to  her,  we  must  meet  her  also  in  war,  with  regret, 
but  without  fear ;  and  we  shall  be  happier,  to  the  last  moment,  to 
repair  with  her  to  the  tribunal  of  peace  and  reason. 

The  President  charges  you  to  communicate  the  contents  of  this 
letter  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  with  all  the  temperance  and  delicacy 
which  the  dignity  and  character  of  that  court  render  proper ;  but 
with  all  the  firmness  and  self  respect  which  befit  a  nation  con- 
scious of  its  rectitude,  and  settled  in  its  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  respect,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant, 

Tu:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CLX. 


To  the  Chief  Justice  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 

United  States, 


Philadelphia,  Julj  18, 1793. 

Gentlemen, 

The  war  which  has  taken  place  among  the  powers  of  Europe, 
produces  frequent  transactions  within  our  ports  and  limits,  on  which 
questions  arise  of  considerable  difficulty,  and  of  greater  impor- 
tance to  the  peace  of  the  United  States.  These  questions  de- 
pend for  their  solution  on  the  construction  of  our  treaties,  on  the 
laws  of  nature  and  nations,  and  on  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  are 
often  presented  under  circumstances  which  do  not  give  a  c(^ni- 
zance  of  them  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country.  ^  et  their  decision 
is  so  little  analogous  to  the  ordinary  functions  of  the  executive,  as 
to  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  difiiculty  to  them.  The 
President  would,  therefore,  be  much  relieved,  if  he  found  himself 
free  to  refer  questions  of  this  description  to  die  opinions  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  whose  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  would  secure  us  against  errors  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  the  United  States,  and  their  authority  insure  the  respect 
of  all  parties.  He  has  dierefore  asked  the  attendance  of  such 
judges  as  could  be  collected  in  time  for  the  occasion,  to  know,  in 
the  first  place,  their  opinion,  whetlier  the  public  may  witli  propri- 
ety be  availed  of  their  advice  on  these  questions?  And  if  they 
may,  to  present,  for  their  advice,  the  abstract  questions  which  have 


263 


alread;^  occurred,  or  may  soon  occur,  from  which  they  will  them?)i 
selves  strike  out  such  as  any  circumstances  might,  in  meir  opinion, 
forbid  them  to  pronounce  on. 

•I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  esteem  and 
respect.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  ^«, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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TO    MR.    GENET. 
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Sir, 


Philadelphia,  July  24, 1793. 


Your  favor  of  the  9th  instant,  covering  the  information  of  Silvat 
Ducamp,  Pierre  Nouvel,  Chouquet  de  Savarence,  Gaston  de  No- 
gere  and  G.  Blustier,  that  being  on  their  passage  from  the  French 
West  Indies  to  the  United  States,  on  board  merchant  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  with  slaves  and  merchandise,  of  their  property, 
these  vessels  were  stopped  by  British  armed  vessels  and  their 
property  taken  out  as  lawful  prize,  has  been  received. 

I  believe  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  by  the  general  law  of 
nations,  the  goods  of  a  friend  found  in  die  vessel  of,  an  enemy 
are  free,  and  the  goods  of  an  enemy  found  in  the  vessel  of  a 
friend  are  lawful  prize.  Upon  this  principle,  I  presume,  the 
British  armed  vessels  have  taken  the  property  of  French  citizens 
found  incur  vessels,  in  the  cases  above  mentioned,  and  I  confess  I 
should  be  at  a  loss  on  what  principle  to  reclaim  it.  It  is  true  that 
sundry  nations,  desirous  of  avoiding  the  inconveniences  of  having 
their  vessels  stopped  at  sea,  ransacked,  carried  into  port  and  de- 
tained, under  pretence  of  having  enemy  goods  aboard,  have  in 
many  instances  introduced  by  their  special  treaties  another  prin- 
ciple between  them,  that  enemy  bottoms  shall  make  enemy  goods, 
and  friendly  bottoms  friendly  goods;  a  principle  much  less  embar- 
rassing to  commerce,  and  equal  to  all  parties  in  point  of  gain  and 
k)ss.  B<. '  this  is  altogether  the  effect  of  particular  treaty,  con- 
trolling in  special  cases  the  general  principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  therefor'^  taking  effect  between  such  nations  only  as  have  so 
agreed  to  control  it.  England  has  generally  determined  to  ad- 
here to  the  rigorous  principle,  having,  in  no  instance,  as  far  as  I 
recollect,  agreed  to  the  modification  of  letting  the  property  of  the 
goods  follow  that  of  the  vessel,  except  in  the  single  one  of  her 
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The  rudeness  to  their  persons,  practised  by  their  enemies,  is 
certainly  not  favorable  to  the  character  of  the  latter.  We  feel 
for  it  as  much  as  for  the  extension  of  it  to  our  own  citizens,  their 
companions,  and  find  in  it  a  motive  the  more  for  requiring  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  which  may  prevent  repetions  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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I.  F.  T  r  K  R     O  L  X  1 1. 


TO    MR.    GENET. 


Sir, 


Philadolphia,  August  7,  \7m. 


In  a  letter  of  June  the  5th,  1  had  llio  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  President,  after  reconsidering,  at  your  request,  the  case  of 
vessels  armed  witliin  our  ports  to  commit  hostilities  on  nations  at 
peace  widi  the  United  States,  had  finally  determined  that  it  could 
not  be  admitted,  and  desired  that  all  those  which  had  been  so  armed 
should  depart  from  our  ports.  It  being  understood  afterwards, 
that  these  vessels  eiUier  still  remained  in  our  ports,  or  had  only  left 
them  to  cruise  on  our  coasts  and  return  again  with  their  prizes, 
and  that  anodier  vessel,  the  LitUe  Democrat,  had  been  since 
armed  at  Philadelphia,  it  was  desired  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  of 
July,  that  such  vessels,  with  their  prizes,  shoul  '  bo  detained,  til!  a 
determination  should  be  had  of  what  vviis  to  be  done  under  these 
circumstances.  In  disregard,  however,  of  this  desire,  tlie  Little 
Democrat  went  out  immediately  on  a  cruise. 

I  have  it  now  in  charge  to  inform  you,  that  the  President  con- 
siders the  United  States  as  bound,  pursuant  to  positive  assurances 
given  in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  neutrality,  to  effectuate  tlie  re- 
storation of  or  to  make  compensation  for  prizes,  which  shall  have 
been  made  of  any  of  the  parties  at  war  wiUi  France,  subsequent 
to  the  fifth  day  of  June  last,  by  privateers  filled  out  of  our  ports. 

That  it  is  constMjuently  expected,  diiit  you  will  cause  restitution 
to  be  made  of  all  prizes  taken  and  brought  into  our  ports  subse- 
quent to  the  above  mentioned  day  by  such  privateers,  in  defect  of 
which,  the  President  considers  it  as  incumbent  upon  the  United 
States  to  indemnify  the  owners  of  those  prizes ;  the  indemnification 
to  be  reimbursed  by  the  French  nation.  , 
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That  besides  taking  efficacious  measures  to  prevent  the  future 
fitting  out  of  privateers  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  they 
will  not  (^ive  asylum  therein  to  any  which  shall  have  been  at  any 
time  so  fitted  out,  and  will  cause  restitution  of  all  such  prizes  as 
shall  be  hereafter  brought  within  their  ports  by  any  of  the  said 
privateers. 

It  would  have  been  but  proper  respect  to  the  autliority  of  the 
country,  had  that  been  consulted  before  these  armaments  were 
undertaken.  It  would  have  been  satisfactory,  however,  if  their 
sense  of  them,  when  declared,  had  been  duly  acquiesced  in. 
Reparation  of  the  injury  to  which  the  United  States  have  been 
made  so  involuntarily  instrumental  is  all  which  now  remains,  and 
in  this  your  compliance  cannot  but  be  expected. 

In  consequence  of  the  information  given  in  your  letter  of  the 
4tli  instant,  that  certain  citizens  of  St.  Domingo,  lately  arrived  in 
the  United  States,  were  associating  for  the  purpose  of  inidertaking 
a  military  expedition  from  ihe  territory  of  the  United  States,  against 
that  island,  the  Governor  of  Maryland,  within  which  State  the 
ex|  ::dition  is  understood  to  be  preparing,  is  instructed  to  take  ef- 
fectual measures  to  prevent  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson 


LETTER    CLXIII 


TO    nOUVERNEUR    MORRIS. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  Au(;ust  10,  I70a. 


In  my  letter  of  .January  the  13th,  I  inclosed  to  you  copies 
of  several  letters  which  had  passed  between  Mr.  Ternant,  Mr. 
Genet  and  myself,  on  the  occurrences  to  which  the  present  war 
had  given  rise  within  our  )X)rts.  The  object  of  this  communica- 
tion was  to  enable  you  to  explain  the  principles  on  which  our  go- 
vernment was  conducting  itself  towards  tht  belligerent  parties; 
principles  which  might  not  in  all  cases  be  satisfactory  to  all,  btit 
weie  meant  to  bo  just  and  impartial  to  ali.  IVlr.  G(Miet  had  been 
then  but  a  little  time  with  us ;  and  but  a  littie  more  was  necessary 
to  develope  in  him  a  character  and  conduct  so  unexpected  and 
so  extraordinary,  as  to  place  us  in  the  most  distressing  dilemma. 
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between  our  regard  for  his  nation,  which  is  constant  and  sincere, 
and  a  regard  for  our  laws,  the  authority  of  which  must  be  main- 
tained; for  the  peace  of  our  country,  which  the  executive  magis- 
trate is  charged  to  preserve ;  for  its  lionor,  offended  in  the  person 
of  that  magistrate ;  and  for  its  character  grossly  traduced,  in  the 
conversations  and  letters  of  this  gentleman.  In  the  course  of 
these  transactions,  it  has  been  a  great  comfort  to  us  to  believe,  that 
none  of  them  were  within  the  intentions  or  expectations  of  his 
employers.  These  had  been  too  recently  expressed  in  acts  which 
nothing  could  discolor,  in  the  letteis  of  ihe  Executive  Council, 
in  the  letter  and  decrees  of  the  National  Assembly,  and  in  the 
general  demeanor  of  the  nation  towards  us,  to  ascribe  to  them 
things  of  so  contrary  a  character.  Our  first  duty,  therefore,  was, 
to  draw  a  strong  line  between  their  intentions  and  the  proceedings 
of  their  minister ;  our  second,  to  lay  those  proceedings  faitlifully 
before  them. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  between  France  and  England,  the 
United  States  being  at  peace  with  both,  their  situation  was  so  new 
and  unexperienced  by  themselves,  that  their  citizens  were  not,  in 
the  first  instant,  sensible  of  the  new  duties  resulting  therefrom,  and 
of  the  restraints  it  would  impose  even  on  their  dispositions  towards 
the  belligerent  jwwers.  Some  of  them  imagined  (and  chiefly 
their  transient  sea-faring  citizens)  that  they  w  re  free  to  indulge 
those  dispositions,  to  take  side  with  either  party,  and  enrich  them- 
selves by  depredations  on  the  commerce  of  the  othei,  and  were 
meditating  enterprises  of  this  nature,  as  there  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve. In  this  state  of  the  public  mind,  and  before  it  should  take 
an  erroneous  direction,  difficult  to  be  set  right  and  dangerous  to 
themselves  and  their  country,  the  President  thought  it  expedient, 
through  the  channel  of  a  proclamation,  to  remind  our  fellow  citizens 
that  we  were  in  a  state  of  peace  with  all  the  belligerent  powers, 
that  in  that  state  it  was  our  duty  neither  to  aid  nor  injure  any,  to 
exlioit  and  warn  them  against  acts  which  might  contravene  this 
duty,  and  particularly  those  of  positive  hostility,  for  the  punish- 
ment of  which  the  laws  would  be  appealed  to ;  and  to  put  them 
on  their  guard  also,  as  to  the  risks  they  would  run,  if  U)ey  should 
attempt  to  carry  articles  of  contiaband  to  any.  This  proclama- 
tion, ordered  on  the  19th  and  signed  U)c  22nd  day  of  April,  was 
sent  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  the  same  month. 

On  the  day  of  its  publication,  we  received,  through  the  channel 
of  the  newspapers,  the  first  intimation  that  Mr.  Gci?et  liad  arrived 
on  the  8th  of  the  month  at  Charleston,  in  the  character  of  Minis- 
ter Pleni|K)tentiary  from  liis  nation  to  the  United  States,  and  soon 
after,  that  he  had  sent  on  to  Philadelphia  the  vessel  in  which  he 
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came,  and  would  himself  perform  the  journey  by  ibaJ.  H\3 
landing  at  oi  e  of  the  mosi  distant  ports  of  the  Union  i:.o;ii  his 
»i)/?nts  hodi  of  departure  and  destination,  was  calculaiod  to  e:>;it.<j 
attention  j  and  very  soon  afterwards,  we  learned  that  he  waB  vm- 
deriaking  to  authorise  the  fitting  and  arming  vessels  in  that  port, 
enlisting  men,  foreigners  and  citizens,  and  giving  them  commis- 
sions to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  on  nations  at  peace  with  us ; 
that  these  vessels  were  taking  and  bringing  prizes  into  our  ports ; 
that  the  consuls  of  France  were  assuming  to  hold  courts  of 
admiralty  on  them,  to  try,  condemn,  and  authorise  their  sale  as 
legal  prize,  and  all  this  before  Mr.  Genet  had  presented  himself 
or  his  credentials  to  the  President,  before  he  was  received  by 
him,  without  his  consent  or  consultation,  and  directly  in  contraven- 
tion of  die  state  of  peace  existing,  and  declared  to  exist  in  the 
President's  proclamation,  and  incumbent  on  him  to  preserve  till 
the  constitutional  auUiority  should  otherwise  declare.  These  pro- 
ceedings became  immediately,  as  was  naturally  to  be  expected, 
the  subject  of  complaint  by  the  representative  here  of  thai  power 
against  whom  they  would  chiefly  operate.  The  British  minister 
presented  several  memorials  diereon,  to  which  we  gave  the  answer 
of  May  the  1 5th,  heretofore  inclosed  to  you,  corresponding  in  jub- 
slance  with  a  letter  of  tlie  same  date  written  to  Mr.  Ternant,  \he 
minister  of  France  then  residing  here,  a  copy  of  which  I  iend 
herewith.  On  the  next  day  Mr.  Genet  reached  this  place,  ftbout 
five  or  six  weeks  after  he  had  arrived  at  Charleston,  aiid  might 
have  been  at  Philadelphia,  if  he  had  steered  for  it  directly,  fie 
was  immediately  presented  to  the  President,  and  receivecl  by  him 
as  the  minister  of  the  republic  ;  and  as  the  conduct  before  stated 
seemed  to  bespeak  a  design  of  foifiiip^  us  into  the  war  without 
allowing  us  the  exercise  of  any  fret  r;  m  the  case,  nothing  could 
be  more  assuaging  than  his  assurani  u<  the  President  at  his  re- 
ception, which  he  repeated  to  me  afterwards  in  conversation,  and 
in  public  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  in  answer  to  an  address 
from  them,  that  on  account  of  our  remote  situation  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, France  did  not  expect  that  we  should  become  a  party 
to  the  war,  but  wished  to  see  us  pursue  our  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness in  peace.  In  a  conversation  a  few  days  after,  Mr.  Genet  told 
me  that  M.  de  Ternant  had  delivered  him  my  letter  of  May  tlie 
1 5ih.  He  spoke  something  of  the  case  of  the  Grange,  and  then 
of  the  armament  at  Charleston,  explained  tlie  circumstances  which 
had  led  him  to  it  before  he  had  been  received  by  the  government 
and  had  .  jnsulted  its  will,  expressed  a  hope  that  the  President  had 
not  so  absolutely  decide  rl  against  the  measure  but  that  he  would 
heai  wliat  was  to  be  srd  in  supjxirt  of  it,  that  he  woidd  write  me 
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a  leiici-  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  thought  he  could  justify  if  un- 
der our  treaty;  but  that  if  thr  President  shoulfi  finally  detcnnine 
otherwise,  he  must  subuiit;  foi  that  iissurediy  his  instructions  ware 
to  do  what  wouid  be  agreeable  to  us.  He  accordingly  wrote  the 
letter  of  May  the  27th.  The  President  took  the  case  again  into 
consideration,  and  found  nothing  in  that  letter  which  could  shake 
the  grounds  of  his  former  decision.  My  letter  of  June  the  5th 
notifying  this  to  him,  his  of  June  the  8ih  and  14th,  mine  of  the 
I  7th,  and  his  again  of  the  22nd,  will  shew  what  further  passed  on 
this  subject,  and  that  he  was  far  from  retaining  his  disposition  to 
acquiesce  in  the  ultimate  will  of  the  President. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  pursue  this  and  our  subsequent  corres- 
pondence through  all  their  details.  Referring  therefore  for  these 
to  the  letters  themselves,  which  shall  accomj)any  this,  I  will  pre- 
sent a  summary  view  only  of  the  points  of  difference  which  have 
arisen,  and  the  grounds  on  which  they  rest. 

1 .  Mr.  Genet  asserts  his  right  of  arming  in  our  ports  svd  of  enlist- 
ing our  citizens,  and  that  we  have  no  ight  to  restrain  him  or  punish 
ihom.  Examining  this  question  under  the  law  of  nations,  fojmd- 
ed  on  the  general  sense  and  usage  of  mankind,  we  have  produced 
proofs,  from  the  most  enlightened  and  approved  writers  on  the 
subject,  that  a  neutral  nation  must,  in  all  things  relating  to  the  war, 
observe  an  exact  impartiality  towards  the  parties;  that  favors  to 
one  to  the  prejudice  of  the  other,  would  import  a  fraudulent  neu- 
trality, of  which  no  nation  would  be  the  dupe  ;  that  no  succour 
sliouM  be  given  to  either,  unless  stipulated  by  treaty,  in  men,  arms, 
or  any  thing  else  directly  serving  for  war ;  that  the  right  of  raising 
troops  being  one  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  consequently  ap- 
pertaining exclusively  to  the  nation  itself,  no  foreign  power  or  per- 
son can  levy  men  within  its  territory  without  its  consent;  and  he 
who  does,  may  be  rightfully  and  severely  punished ;  that  if  th( 
United  States  have  a  right  to  refuse  the  permission  to  arm  vessels 
and  raise  men  within  their  j)orts  and  territories,  they  are  bound  by 
the  laws  of  neutrality  to  exercise  that  right,  and  to  prohibit  such 
armaments  and  enlistments.  To  these  principles  of  the  law  of 
nations  Mr.  Genet  answers,  by  calling  them  '  diplomatic  subtleties,* 
and  '  aphorisms  of  Vattel  and  others.'  But  something  more  than 
this  is  necessary  to  disprove  them  ;  and  till  they  ar»;  disproved, 
we  hold  it  certain  that  the  law  of  naUons  and  the  rules  of  neu- 
trality forbid  our  permitting  either  party  to  arm  in  our  ports. 

But  Mr.  Genet  says,  that  the  twenty-second  article  of  our  treaty 
allows  him  expressly  to  arm  in  our  ports.  Why  has  he  not  quoted 
the  very  words  of  that  article  evprcsshj  allowing  it  ?  For  that  would 
have  piJi  ;j  ,1  end  to  all  further  question.     The  words  of  the  urticle 
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are,  •'  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  not  belonging 
to  subjects  of  tlie  M.  C.  King,  nor  citizens  of  the  said  United 
States,  who  have  commissions  from  any  foreign  Prince  or  State 
in  enmity  with  either  nation,  to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  either 
the  one  or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid  parlies.'  Translate  this  from 
the  general  terms  in  which  it  here  stands,  into  the  special  case 
produced  by  the  present  war.  '  Privateers  not  belonging  to  France 
or  the  United  States,  and  having  commissions  from  the  enemies 
of  one  of  tlvem,'  are,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  *  British,  Dutch 
and  Spanish  privateers.'  Substituting  these  then  for  the  equiva- 
lent terms,  it  will  stand  thus,  '  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  British, 
Dutch  or  Spanish  privateers  to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States.'  Is  this  an  express  permission  to  France  to  do  it  ? 
Does  tile  negative  to  the  enemies  of  France,  and  silence  as  to 
France  herself,  imply  an  affirmative  to  France  ?  Certainly  not; 
it  leaves  the  question  as  to  France  open,  and  free  to  be  decided 
according  to  circumstances.  And  if  the  parties  had  meant  an 
iinirmsitive  stipulation,  they  would  have  provided  for  it  expressly; 
thoy  would  never  have  left  so  important  a  point  to  be  inferred  from 
mere  silence  or  implications.  Suppose  they  had  desired  to  sti- 
pulate a  refusal  to  their  enemies,  but  nothing  to  themselves ;  what 
i'orm  of  expression  would  they  have  used  ?  Certainly  the  one  they 
have  used  ;  an  express  stipulation  as  to  their  enemies,  and  silence 
as  to  •■lemselves.  And  such  an  intention  corresponds  not  only 
with  the  .V  ords,  but  with  the  circumstances  of  the  times.  It  was 
of  value  lu  each  party  to  exclude  its  enemies  from  arming  in  die 
|)orts  of  the  odier,  and  could  in  no  case  embarrass  them.  They 
therefore  stipulated  so  far  mutually.  But  each  might  be  embar- 
rassed by  perfnitting  die  odier  to  arm  in  its  ports.  They  Uiere- 
fore  would  iu>i  stipulate  to  permit  that.  Let  us  go  back  to  die 
state  of  things  in  France  when  diis  treaty  was  made,  and  we  shall 
(iud  several  cases  wherein  France  could  not  have  permitted  us  to 
arm  in  her  ports.  Suppose  a  war  between  these  States  and  Spain. 
We  know,  that  by  die  treaties  between  BVance  and  Spain,  the  for- 
mes could  unt  permit  tlij  enemies  of  the  latter  to  arm  in  her  ports. 
It  ivah  hones*  h  her,  tiierefore,  noi;  to  deceive  us  by  such  a  stipii- 
latioii.  ojpp'>.v°i  a  war  between  these  States  and  Great  Britain. 
By  the  trc^i^es  Lt^fveen  France  and  Great  Britain,  in  force  at  the 
signature  oi  oiU's,  we  could  not  have  b'^en  perniitted  to  arm  in  the 
ports  of  Fiance.  She  could  not  dien  have  meant  in  this  article 
to  give  us  McM  a  right.  She  has  mnnifested  die  same  sense  of  it 
in  lier  subsequent  treaty  witli  England,  made  eight  years  after  the 
date  ol  ours,  stipulating  in  the  sixlticnth  article  of  it,  as  in  our 
twenty-second,  diat  foreign  privateers,  not  being  subjects  of  either 
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crovmf  should  not  arm  against  either  in  the  ports  of  the  other.  If 
this  had  amounted  to  an  afhrmative  stipulation  that  the  suhjects  of 
the  other  crown  might  arm  in  her  ports  against  tw,  it  would  have 
been  in  direct  contradiction  to  her  twenty-second  article  with  us. 
So  that  to  give  to  these  negative  stipulations  an  affirmative  effect,  is 
to  render  them  inconsistent  witli  eaci  other,  and  witli  good  faith  ;  to 
give  them  only  their  negative  and  natural  effect,  is  to  reconcile  them 
to  one  another  and  to  good  faith,  and  is  clearly  to  adopt  the  sense 
in  which  France  herself  has  expounded  them.  We  may  justly 
conclude  then,  that  the  article  only  obliges  us  to  refuse  this  right, 
in  the  present  case,  to  Great  Britain  and  the  otlier  enemies  of 
France.  It  does  not  go  on  to  g've  it  fo  France,  either  expressly 
or  by  implication.  We  may  then  refuse  it.  And  since  we  are 
bound  by  treaty  to  refuse  it  to  the  one  party,  and  are  free  to  re- 
fuse it  to  that  other,  we  are  bound  by  the  laws  of  neutrality  to  re- 
fuse it  to  the  other.  The  aiding  either  party  then  with  vessels, 
arms  or  men,  being  unlawful  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  not  ren- 
dered lawful  by  the  treaty,  it  is  made  a  question  whether  our 
citizens,  joining  in  these  unlawful  enterprises,  may  be  punished  ? 

The  United  States  being  in  a  state  of  peace  with  most  of  the 
belligerent  powers  by  treaty,  and  with  all  of  them  by  the  laws  of 
nature,  murders  and  robberies  committed  by  our  citizens  within 
our  territory,  or  on  the  high  seas,  on  those  with  whom  we  are  so  at 
peace,  are  punisliable  equally  as  if  committed  on  our  own  inhabi- 
tants. If  I  might  venture  to  reason  a  little  formally,  without  being 
charged  with  running  into  '  subtleties  and  aphorisms,'  1  would  say 
that  if  one  citizen  has  a  right  to  go  to  war  of  his  own  authority, 
every  citizen  has  the  same.  If  every  citizen  has  that  right,  then 
the  nation  (which  is  composed  of  all  its  citizens)  has  a  right  to  go 
to  war,  by  the  authority  of  its  individual  citizens.  But  this  is  not 
true  either  on  the  general  principles  of  society,  or  by  our  consti- 
tution, which  gives  thatnovver  to  Congress  alone,  and  not  to  tiio 
citizens  individually.  Then  the  first  position  was  not  true  ;  and 
no  citizen  has  a  right  to  go  to  war  of  his  own  authority  ;  and  for 
what  he  does  without  right,  he  ought  to  be  punished.  Indeed, 
nothing  can  be  more  obviously  absurd  than  to  say,  diat  all  lie  ci- 
tizens may  be  at  war,  and  yet  the  nation  at  peace. 

It  has  been  pretended,  indeed,  that  the  engagement  of  a  citi- 
zen in  an  enterprise  of  diis  nature,  was  a  divestment  of  the  cha- 
racter of  citizen,  and  a  transfer  of  jurisdiction  over  him  to  another 
sovereign.  Our  citizens  are  certainly  free  to  divest  themselves  of 
that  character  by  emigration  and  other  acts  manifesting  their  in- 
tention, and  may  then  become  the  subjects  of  another  power,  and 
free  to  do  whatever  the  subjects  of  that  power  may  do.     But  the 
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laws  do  not  admit  that  the  bare  commission  of  a  crime  amounts 
of  itself  to  a  divestment  of  tlie  character  of  citizen,  and  withdraws 
the  criminal  from  their  coercion.  They  would  never  prescribe  an 
illegal  act  among  the  legal  modes  by  which  a  citizen  might  dis- 
franchise himself ;  nor  render  treason,  for  instance,  innocent  by 
giving  it  the  force  of  a  dissolution  of  the  obligation  of  the  criminal 

his  country.  Accordingly,  in  the  case  of  Henfeild,  a  citizen  of 
these  States,  charged  with  having  engaged  in  the  port  of  Charles- 
ton, in  an  enterprise  against  nations  at  peace  with  us,  and  with 
having  joined  in  the  actual  commission  of  hostilities,  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  United  States,  in  an  official  opinion,  declared  thai 
the  act  with  which  he  was  charged  was  punishable  by  law.  The 
same  thing  has  been  unanimously  declared  by  two  of  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  as  you  will  see  in  the  charges  of 
Chief  Justice  Jay,  delivered  at  Richmond,  and  Judge  Wilson,  de- 
livered at  Philadelphia,  both  of  which  are  herewith  sent.  Yet 
Mr.  Genet,  in  the  moment  he  lands  at  Charleston,  is  able  to  tell 
the  Governor,  and  continues  to  affirm  in  his  correspondence  here, 
that  no  law  of  the  United  States  authorises  their  government  to 
restrain  either  its  own  citizens  or  the  foreigners  inhabiting  its  terri- 
tory, from  warring  against  die  enemies  of  France.  It  is  true,  in- 
deed, that  in  die  case  of  Henfeild,  the  jury  which  tried,  absolved 
him.  But  it  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  the  crime  was  not  know- 
ingly and  wilfully  committed  ;  dnit  Henfeild  was  ignorant  of  die 
unlawfulness  of  his  undertaking  ;  that  in  die  moment  he  was  ap- 
prised of  it,  he  shewed  real  contrition ;  diat  he  had  rendered  nie- 
rif^rious  services  during  die  late  war,  and  declared  he  would  live 
aui'  die  an  American.  The  jury,  therefore,  in  absolving  him,  did 
no  more  than  the  constitutional  authority  might  have  done,  had 
they  found  him  guilty  :  the  constitution  having  provided  for  die 
pardon  of  ofTences  in  certain  cases,  and  tliere  being  no  case  where 
it  would  have  been  more  proper  than  where  no  offence  was  con- 
templated. Henl'eild,  ilii'iel'ore,  was  still  an  American  citizen, 
and  Mr.  Genet's  reclainaiion  of  liini  was  as  unauthorii^ed  as  the 
first  enlistment  of  him. 

2.  Another  doctrine  advanced  by  Mr.  Genet  is,  that  our  coiirls 
can  take  no  cognizance  of  questions  whether  vessels,  held  h 
theirs,  as  prizes,  are  lawful  prizes  or  not;  that  this  jurisdiction  bo- 
longs  exclusively  to  their  consulates  here,  which  have  been  lately 
erected  by  the  National  Assembly  into  complete  courts^of  admiralty. 

Let  us  consider,  first,  what  is  the  extent  of  jurisdiction  which  the 
consulates  of  France  may  rightfully  exercise  here.  Every  nation 
has  of  natural  right,  enurely  and  exclusively,  all  the  jurisdiction 
which  may  be  rightfully  exercised  in  the  territory  it  occupies.    If 
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il  ceded  any  portion  of  that  jurisdiction  to  judges  appointed  by  an- 
other nation,  the  limits  of  their  power  must  depend  on  the  instru- 
ment of  cession.  The  United  Stales  and  France  have,  by  their 
consular  convendon,  given  mutually  to  their  consuls  jurisdiction  in 
certain  cases  especially  enumerated.  But  that  convention  gives 
to  neither  the  power  of  establishing  complete  courts  of  admiralty 
within  the  territory  of  the  other,  nor  even  of  deciding  the  parucu- 
lar  question  of  prize,  or  not  prize.  The  consulates  of  France, 
Uien,  cannot  take  judicial  cognizance  of  those  questions  here.  Of 
this  opinion  Mr.  Genet  was  when  he  wrote  his  letter  of  May  the 
27th,  wherein  he  promises  to  correc:  the  error  of  the  consul  at 
Charleston,  of  whom,  in  my  letter  oi  ihi  15th  instant,  I  had  com- 
plained, as  arrogating  to  himself  that  jurisdiction  ;  though  in  his 
subsequent  letters  he  has  thought  proper*  to  embark  in  the  errors 
of  his  consuls. 

But  the  United  Slates,  at  the  same  time,  do  not  pretend  any 
right  to  try  the  validity  of  captures  made  on  the  high  seas^  by 
France,  or  any  other  nation,  over  its  enemies.  These  questions 
belong,  of  common  usage,  to  the  sovereign  of  the  captor,  and 
whenever  it  is  necessary  to  determine  them,  resort  must  be  had  to 
his  courts.  This  is  the  case  provided  for  in  the  seventeenth  article 
of  the  treaty,  which  says,  that  such  prizes  shall  not  be  arrested, 
nor  cognizance  taken  of  the  validity  thereof;  a  stipulation  much 
insisted  on  by  Mr.  Genet  and  the  consuls,  and  which  we  never 
thought  of  infringing  or  questioning.  As  the  validity  of  captures 
then,  made  on  the  high  seas  by  France  over  its  enemies,  cannot 
be  tried  within  die  United  States  by  their  consuls,  so  neither  can 
it  by  our  own  courts.  Nor  is  Uiis  the  quesUon  between  us,  though 
we  have  been  misled  into  it. 

The  real  question  is,  whether  die  United  States  have  not  a 
right  to  protect  vessels  within  their  waters  and  on  their  coasts  ? 
The  Grange  was  taken  within  die  Delaware,  between  the  shores 
of  Jersey  and  of  the  Delaware  State,  and  several  miles  above  its 
nioudi.  The  seizing  her  was  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  die  United  States.  Mr.  Genet,  however,  instead  of  apolo- 
gising, takes  great  merit  in  his  letters  for  giving  her  up.  The 
William  is  said  to  have  been  taken  within  two  miles  of  the  shores 
of  the  United  States.  When  the  admiralty  declined  cognizance  of 
the  case,  she  was  delivered  to  the  French  consul  according  to 
my  letter  of  June  the  25th,  to  be  kept  till  the  executive  of  the 
United  States  should  examine  into  the  case ;  and  Mr.  Genet  was 
desired  by  my  letter  of  June  die  29th,  to  have  diem  furnished 
with  the  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  as  to  the  place  of  caj)- 
ture.  Yet  to  this  day  it  has  never  been  done.  The  brig  Fanny 
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was  alleged  to  be  taken  williiii  five  miles  from  our  sIkh-b  ;  Uie 
Catharine  within  two  miles  and  a  half.  It  is  an  essential  attribute 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  every  country  to  preserve  peace,  to  punish 
acts  in  breach  of  it,  and  to  restore  property  taken  by  force  witliin 
its  limits.  Were  the  armed  vessel  of  any  nation  to  cut  away  one 
of  our  own  from  the  wharves  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  choose  to 
call  it  a  prize,  would  this  exclude  us  from  the  rigiu  of  redressing 
the  wrong  ?  Were  it  the  vessel  of  another  nation,  are  we  not  equal- 
ly bound  to  protect  it,  while  witliin  our  limits  ?  Were  it  seized  in 
any  other  of  our  waters,  or  on  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  the 
right  of  redressing  is  still  the  same .:  and  humble  indeed  would  be 
our  condition,  were  we  obliged  to  depend  for  tliat  on  tlie  will  of  a 
foreign  consul,  or  on  negotiation  with  diplomatic  agents.  Accord- 
ingly, tliis  right  of  protection  within  its  waters  and  to  a  reasonable 
distance  on  its  coasts,  has  been  acknowledged  by  every  nation, 
and  denied  to  none :  and  if  die  property  seized  be  yet  wiUiin  their 
power,  it  is  their  right  and  duty  to  redress  the  wrong  diemselves. 
France  herself  has  asserted  tiic  right  in  herself  and  recognised  it 
in  us,  in  the  sixth  article  of  our  treaty,  where  we  mutually  stipu- 
late that  we  will,  by  all  the  means  in  our  powers  (not  by  negotia- 
tion) protect  and  defend  each  other's  vessels  and  effects  in  our 
ports  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near  our  countries,  and  recover  and 
restore  the  same  to  the  right  owners.  The  United  Netlierlands, 
Prussia  and  Sweden,  have  recognised  it  also  in  treaties  with  us ; 
and  indeed  it  is  a  standing  formule,  inserted  in  almost  all  the  trea- 
ues  of  all  nations,  and  proving  the  principle  to  be  acknowledged 
by  all  nations. 

How,  and  by  what  organ  of  the  government,  whether  judiciary 
or  executive,  it  sihall  be  redressed,  is  not  yet  perfectly  setUed  with 
us.  One  of  the  subordinate  courts  of  admiralty  has  been  of 
opmion,  in  the  first  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  ship  William,  tlmt 
it  does  not  belong  to  die  judiciary.  Another  perhaps,  may  be  of  a 
contrary  opinion.  The  qc  3Stion  is  still  subjudice,  and  an  appeal  to 
the  court  of  last  resort  will  decide  it  finally.  If  finally  the  judi- 
ciary shall  declare  that  it  does  not  belong  to  the  civil  autliority,  it 
then  results  to  the  executive,  charged  with  the  direction  of  tlie 
military  force  of  die  Union,  and  the  conduct  of  its  affairs  with 
foreign  nations.  But  tliis  is  a  mere  question  of  internal  arrange- 
ment between  the  different  departments  of  the  government,  de- 
pending on  the  pardcular  diction  of  the  laws  and  constitution;  and 
it  can  in  nowise  concern  a  foreign  nation  to  which  department 
these  have  delegated  it. 

3.  Mr.  Genet,  in  his  letter  of  July  the  9th,  requires  Uiat  Uie 
ship  Jane,  which  he  calls  an  English  privateer,  shall  be  immcdi- 
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ately  orderod  to  depart;  and  to  justify  this,  he  appeals  to  the  22nd 
article  of  our  treaty,  which  provides  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  foreign  privateer  to  fit  their  ships  in  our  |iorts,  to  sell  what  they 
have  taken,  or  purchase  victuals,  &c.  The  ship  Jane  is  an  English 
merchant  vessel,  which  has  been  many  years  employed  in  the  com- 
merrc  between  Jamaica  and  these  States.  She  brougiit  here  a 
cargo  of  produce  from  that  island,  and  was  to  take  away  a  cargo 
of  flour.  Knowing  of  the  war  when  she  left  Jamaica,  and  that 
our  coast  was  lined  with  small  French  privateers,  she  armed  for 
her  defence,  and  took  one  c^  those  commissions  usually  called 
letters  of  marque.  She  arrived  here  safely  vvitliout  having  had 
any  rencounter  of  any  son.  Can  it  be  necessary  to  say  that  a 
merchant  vessel  is  not  a  privateer?  Tliat  though  she  has  arras  to 
defend  herself  in  time  of  war,  in  the  course  of  her  regular  com- 
merce, this  no  more  makes  her  a  privateer,  than  a  husbandman 
following  his  plough  in  time  of  war,  with  a  knife  or  pistol  in  his 
jXMjkct,  is  thereby  made  a  soldier?  The  occupation  of  a  privateer 
is  attack  and  plunder,  that  of  a  merchant  vessel  is  commerce  and 
self-preservation.  The  article  excludes  the  former  from  our  ports, 
and  from  selling  what  she  has  taken,  that  is,  what  she  has  acquired 
by  war,  to  shew  it  did  not  mean  the  merchant  vessel  and  what  she 
had  acquired  by  commerce.  Were  the  merchant  vessels  coming 
lor  our  produce  forbidden  to  have  any  arms  for  their  defence, 
every  adventurer  who  had  a  boat,  or  money  enough  to  buy  one, 
would  make  her  a  privateer,  our  coasts  would  swarm  with  them, 
foreign  vessels  must  cease  to  come,  our  commerce  must  be  sup- 
pressed, our  produce  remain  on  our  hands,  or  at  least  that  great 
|)ortion  of  it  which  we  have  not  vessels  to  carry  away,  our  ploughs 
must  b(  laid  aside  and  agriculture  suspended.  This  is  a  sacrifice 
no  treaty  could  ever  contemplate,  and  which  we  are  not  dis|K)sed 
to  make  out  of  mere  complaisance  to  a  false  definition  of  the 
term  privateer.  Finding  that  the  Jane  had  purchased  new  car- 
riages to  mount  two  or  three  additional  guns,  which  she  had 
brought  in  her  hold,  and  that  she  had  opened  additional  port-holes 
for  them,  the  carriages  were  ordered  to  be  re-landed,  the  addi- 
tional port-holes  stopped,  and  her  means  of  defence  reduced,  to 
be  exactly  tb';  same  at  her  depnrture  as  at  her  arrival.  This  was 
done  on  tlie  general  principle  of  allow  ig  no  party  to  arm  within  our 
ports. 

4.  The  seventeenth  article  of  our  treaty  leaves  armed  vessels 
free  to  conduct,  vvhiilicrsoever  they  please,  die  ships  and  goods 
taken  from  their  eiicniies  without  paying  any  duly,  and  to  depart 
and  be  conducted  freely  to  the  places  expressed  in  their  conunis- 
jioiis,  which  the  captain  shall  be  obliged  to  shew      It  is  evident, 
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that  this  article  does  not  contemplate  a  freedom  to  seU  their  prizes 
here  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  a  departure  to  some  other  place,  al- 
ways to  be  expressed  in  their  commission,  where  their  validity  is 
to  be  finally  adjudged.  In  such  case,  it  would  be  as  unrea- 
sonable to  demand  duties  on  the  goods  they  had  taken  from  an 
enemy,  as  it  would  be  on  the  cargo  of  a  merchant  vessel  touching 
in  our  ports  for  refreshment  or  advices;  and  against  this  the  article 
provides.  But  the  armed  vessels  of  France  have  been  also  ad- 
mitted to  land  and  sell  their  prize  goods  here  for  consumption,  in 
which  case,  it  is  as  reasonable  they  should  pay  duties,  as  the  goods 
of  a  merchantman  landed,  and  sold  for  consumption.  They  have 
however  demanded,  and  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  sell  them  free  of 
duty,  a  right,  they  say,  given  by  this  article  of  the  treaty,  though 
the  article  does  not  give  the  right  to  sell  at  all.  Where  a  treaty 
does  not  give  the  principal  right  of  selling,  the  additional  one  of> 
selling  duty  free  cannot  be  given :  and  the  laws  in  admitting  the 
principal  right  of  selling,  may  withhold  the  additional  one  of  sell- 
mg  duty  free.  It  must  be  observed,  that  our  revenues  are  raised 
almost  wholly  on  imported  goods.  Suppose  prize  goods  enough 
should  be  brought  in  to  supply  our  whole  consumption.  Accord- 
ing to  their  construction  we  are  to  lose  our  whole  revenue.  I 
put  the  extreme  case  to  evince,  more  extremely,  the  unreasonable- 
ness of  tlie  claim.  Partial  supplies  would  affect  ihe  revenue  but 
partially.  They  would  lessen  the  evil,  but  not  the  error,  of  the 
construction :  and  I  believe  we  may  say,  with  truth,  that  neither 
party  had  it  in  contemplation,  when  penning  this  article,  to  abandon 
any  part  of  its  revenue  for  the  encouragement  of  the  sea  robbers 
of  the  other. 

5.  Another  source  of  complaint  with  Mr.  Genet  has  been,  that 
the  English  take  French  goods  opt  of  American  vessels,  which  he 
says  is  against  the  law  of  nations  and  oughc  to  be  prevented  by 
us.  On  the  contrary,  we  suppose  it  to  have  been  long  an  esta- 
blished principle  of  the  law  of  nations,  that  the  goods  of  a  friend 
are  free  in  an  enemy's  vessel,  and  an  enemy's  goods  lawful 
prize  in  the  vessel  of  a,  friend.  The  inconvenience  of  this  princi- 
ple which  subjects  merchant  vessels  to  be  stopped  at  sea,  searched, 
ransacked,  led  out  of  their  course,  has  induced  several  nations 
latterly  to  stipulate  against  it  by  treaty,  and  to  substitute  another  in 
its  stead,  that  free  bottoms  shall  make  free  goods,  and  enemy  bot- 
toms enemy  goods;  a  rule  equal  to  the  other  in  point  of  loss  and 
gain,  but  less  oppressive  to  commerce.  As  far  as  it  has  been  in- 
troduced, it  depends  on  the  treaties  stipulating  it,  and  forms  ex- 
ceptions, in  special  cases,  to  the  general  operation  of  the  law  of 
nations,    We  have  introduced  it  inlQ  oiu'  tr(?aties  with  France,  HqU 
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land  and  Prussia;  and  French  goods  found  by  the  two  latter  na- 
tions in  American  bottoms  are  nut  made  prize  of.  It  is  our  wish 
to  establish  it  with  other  nations.  But  this  requires  their  consent 
also,  is  a  work  of  time,  and  in  the  mean  while,  they  have  a  right  to 
act  on  the  general  principle,  without  giving  to  us  or  to  France 
cause  of  complaint.  Nor  do  I  see  that  France  can  lose  by  it  on 
the  whole.  For  though,  she  loses  her  goods  when  found  in  our 
vessels  by  the  nations  with  whom  we  have  no  treaties,  yet  she 
gains  our  goods,  when  found  in  the  vessels  of  the  same  and  all 
other  nations:  and  we  believe  the  latter  mass  to  be  greater  than 
the  former.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  indeed,  that  the  general  princi- 
ple has  operated  so  cruelly  in  the  dreadful  calamity  which  has 
lately  happened  in  St.  Domingo.  The  miserable  fugitives,  who, 
to  save  their  lives,  had  taken  asylum  in  our  vessels,  with  such 
valuable  and  portable  things  as  could  be  gathered  in  the  moment 
out  of  the  ashes  of  their  houses  and  wrecks  r'^  their  fortunes, 
have  be^n  plundered  of  these  remains  by  the  licensed  sea  rovers 
of  their  enemies.  This  has  swelled,  on  this  occasion,  the  disad- 
vantages of  tlie  general  principle,  that  *  an  enemy's  goods  are  free 
prize  in  the  vessels  of  a  friend.'  But  it  is  one  of  those  deplora- 
ble and  unforeseen  calamities  to  which  they  expose  themselves 
who  enter  into  a  state  of  war,  furnishing  to  us  an  awful  lesson  to 
avoid  it  by  justice  and  moderation,  and  not  a  cause  or  encourage'^ 
ment  to  expose  our  own  towns  to  the  same  burnings  and  butcher- 
ies, nor  of  complaint  because  we  do  not. 

6.  In  a  case  like  the  present,  where  the  missionary  of  one  go- 
vernment construes  differently  from  that  to  which  he  is  sent,  the 
treaties  and  laws  which  are  to  form  a  common  rule  of  action  for 
both,  it  would  be  unjust  in  either  to  claim  an  exclusive  right  of 
construction.  Each  nation  has  an  equal  right  to  expound  the 
meaning  of  their  common  rules  ;  and  reason  and  usg^  have  es- 
tablished, in  such  cases,  a  convenient  and  well  understood  train  of 
proceeding.  It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  foreign  missionary  to 
urge  his  own  constructions,  to  support  them  with  reasons  which 
may  convince,  and  in  terras  of  decency  and  respect  which  may 
reconcile,  the  government  of  the  country  to  a  concurrence.  It  is 
the  duty  of  that  government  to  listen  to  his  reasonings  with  atten- 
tion and  candor,  and  to  yield  to  them  when  just.  But  if  it  shall 
still  appear  to  them  that  reason  and  right  are  on  their  side,  it  follows 
of  necessity,  that  exercising  the  sovereign  powers  of  the  country, 
they  have  a  right  to  proceed  on  their  own  constructions  and  con- 
clusions as  to  whatever  is  to  be  done  within  their  limits.  The 
minister  then  refers  the  case  to  his  own  government,  asks  liew  01- 
structions,  and,  in  the  ni^an  time,  ficquiesces  in  the  authority  ofthe 
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couDtiy.  His  government  examines  his  constructions,  abandons 
them  if  wrong,  insists  on  them  if  right,  and  the  case  then  becomes 
a  matter  of  negotiation  between  the  two  nations.  Mr.  Genet, 
however,  assumes  a  new  and  bolder  line  of  conduct.  After  de- 
ciding for  himself  ultimately,  and  without  respect  to  the  authority 
of  the  country,  he  proceeds  to  do  what  even  his  sovereign  could 
not  authorise,  to  put  himself  within  the  country  on  a  line  with  its 
government,  to  act  as  co-sovereign  of  the  territory ;  he  arms  vessels, 
levies  men,  gives  commissions  of  war,  independently  oi  them,  and 
in  direct  opposition  to  their  orders  and  effi)rts.  When  the  govehi- 
ment  forbids  their  citizens  to  arm  and  engage  in  the  war,  he  un- 
dertakes to  arm  and  engage  them.  When  ^ey  forbid  vessels  to 
be  fitted  in  their  ports  for  cruising  on  nations  with  whom  they  are 
at  peace,  he  commissions  them  to  fit  and  cruise.  When  they  for- 
bid an  unceded  jurisdiction  to  be  exercised  within  their  territory 
by  f<H:eign  agents,  he  undertakes  to  uphold  that  exercise,  and  to 
avow  it  openly.  The  privateers  Citoyen  Genet  and  Sans  Culottes 
having  been  fitted  out  at  Charleston  (though  without  the  permis- 
aon  of  the  government,  yet  before  it  was  forbidden)  the  President 
only  required  they  might  leave  our  ports,  and  did  not  interfere 
with  their  prizes.  Instead,  however,  of  their  quitting  our  ports,  the 
Sans  Culottes  remains  still,  strengthening  and  equipping  herself, 
and  the  Citoyen  Genet  went  out  only  to  cruise  on  our  coast,  and 
to  brave  the  authority  of  the  country  by  returning  into  port  again 
with  her  prizes.  Though  in  the  letter  of  June  the  5th,  the  final 
determination  of  the  President  was  communicated,  that  no  future 
armaments  in  our  ports  should  be  permitted,  the  Vainqueur  de  la 
Bastille  was  afterwards  equipped  and  commissioned  in  Charleston, 
the  Anti-George  in  Savannah,  the  Carmagnole  in  Delaware,  a 
schooner  and  a  sloop  in  Boston,  and  the  Polly  or  Republican  was 
attempted  to  be  equipped  in  New  York,  and  was  the  subject  of 
reclamation  by  Mr.  Genet,  in  a  style  which  certainly  did  not  look 
like  relinquishing  the  practice.  The  Litde  Sarah  or  Little  De- 
mocrat was  armed,  equipped  and  manned^  in  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  very  eye  of  the  government,  as  if  meant  to 
insult  it.  Having  fallen  down  the  river,  and  being  evidently  on 
U»e  point  of  departure  for  a  cruise,  Mr.  Genet  was  desired  in  my 
letter  of  July  the  12Ji,  on  tlie  part  of  the  President,  to  detain  her 
till  some  inquiry  and  determination  on  the  case  should  be  had. 
Yet  within  three  or  four  days  after,  she  was  sent  out  by  orders 
fi-om  Mr.  Genet  himself,  and  is,  at  this  time,  cruising  on  our  coasts, 
as  appeals  by  the  protest  of  the  master  of  one  of  our  vessels  mal- 
trfwted  by  her. 
iThe  governtnent  thus  insulted  and  set  at  defiance  by  Mr.  Go- 
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net,  and  committed  in  its  duties  and  engagements  to  others,  de- 
termined still  to  see  in  these  proceedings  but  the  character  of  the 
individual,  and  not  to  believe,  and  it  does  not  beHeve,  that  they 
are  by  instructions  from  his  employers.  They  had  assured  the 
Britidi  minister  here,  that  the  vessels  already  armed  in  our  ports 
should  be  obliged  to  leave  them,  and  that  no  more  should  be  arm- 
ed in  them.  Yet  more  had  been  armed,  and  those  before  arm- 
ed had  either  not  gone  away,  or  gone  only  to  return  with  new 
prizes.  They  now  informed  him  that  the  order  for  departure 
should  be  enforced,  and  the  prizes  made  contrary  to  it  should  be 
restored  or  compensated.  The  same  thing  was  notified  to  Mr. 
Genet  in  my  letter  of  August  the  7th,  and  that  he  might  not  con- 
clude the  promise  of  compensation  to  be  of  no  concern  to  him, 
and  go  on  in  his  courses,  he  was  reminded  that  it  would  be  a  fair 
article  of  account  against  his  nation. 

Mr.  Genet,  not  content  with  using  our  force,  whether  we  will  or 
not,  in  the  military  line  against  nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peace, 
undertakes  also  to  dh*ect  the  civil  government ;  and  particularly, 
for  the  executive  and  legislative  bodies,  to  pronounce  what  powers 
may  or  may  not,  be  exercised  by  the  one  or  the  other.  Thus  in 
his  letter  ot  June  the  8th,  he  promises  to  respect  the  political 
opinions  of  the  President,  till  the  Representatives  shall  have  con- 
firmed or  rejected  them  ;  as  if  the  President  had  undertaken  to  de- 
cide what  belonged  to  the  decision  of  Congress.  In  his  letter  of 
June  the  4th,  he  says  more  openly,  that  the  President  ought  not 
to  have  taken  on  himself  to  decide  on  the  subject  of  the  letter, 
but  that  it  was  of  importance  enough  to  have  consulted  Congress 
thereon  ;  and  in  that  of  June  the  22ud,  he  tells  the  President  in 
direct  ter  as,  that  Congress  ought  already  to  have  been  occupied 
on  certain  qu>'^stions  which  he  had  been  too  hasty  in  deciding : 
thus  making  himself,  and  not  the  President,  the  jildge  of  the 
powers  ascribeJ  by  the  constitution  to  the  executive,  and  dicta- 
ting to  him  the  occasion  when  he  should  exercise  the  power  of 
cx>nvening  Congress  at  an  earlier  day  than  their  own  act  had  pre- 
scribed. 

On  the  following  expressions  no  commentary  shall  be  made. 

July  9.     '  Les  principes  philosophiques  proclamees  par  le  Pre- 
sident.' 

June  22.     '  Les  opinions  privees  ou  publiques  de  M.  le  Presi- 
dent, et  cette  egide  ne  paroissant  pas  suffisante.' 

June  22.     '  Le  gouvemement  federal  s'estempresse,  pous86  par 
je  ne  scais  quelle  influsnce.' 

June  22.    '  Je  ne  puis  attribuer  dies  demarches  de  cette  nattire 
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qu*  a  des  impressions  etrangeres  dont  le  terns  et  la  verite  trioni' 
pheront.' 

June  25.  *  On  poursuit  avec  acharnement,  en  vertu  des  instruct 
tions  de  M.  le  President,  les  armateurs  Frangais.' 

June  14.  *Ce  refus  tend  k  accomplir  le  systeme  infernal  du 
roi  d'Angleterre,  et  des  autres  rois  f^es  accomplices,  pour  faire 
perir  par  la  famine  les  Republicains  Frangais  avec  la  liberie. 

June  8.  *  La  lache  abandon  de  ses  amis.' 
'  July  25.  '  En  vain  le  desir  de  conserver  la  paix  fait-il  sacrifier 
les  interets  de  la  France  k  cet  interet  du  moment;  en  vain  le  soif 
des  richesses  I'emporte-t-elle  sur  I'honneur  dans  la  balance  po- 
litique de  I'Amerique.  Tous  ces  menagemens,  toute  cette  conde- 
scendance,  toute  cette  humilite  n'  aboutissent  k  rien :  nos  ennemis 
en  rient,  et  les  Frangais  trop  confiants  sont  punis  pour  avoir  cru 
que  la  nation  Americaine,  avoit  un  pavilion,  qu'elle  avoit  quelque 
egard  pours  ses  loix,  quelque  conviction  de  ses  forces,  et  qu'  elle 
tenoit  au  sentiment  de  sa  dignite.  II  ne  m'est  pas  possible  de 
peindre  toute  ma  sensibilite  sur  ce  scandale  qui  tend  a  la  diminu- 
tion de  votre  commerce,  a  I'oppression  du  notre,  et  a  I'abaisse- 
ment  li  I'avilissement  des  republiques.  Si  nos  concitogens  ont  ete 
trompes,  si  vous  n'  etes  point  en  etat  de  soutenir  la  souverainete 
de  votre  puple,  parlez ;  nous  I'avons  garantie  quand  nous  etions 
esclaves,  nous  saurons  la  rendre  redoubtable  etant  devenus  libres.' 
'  We  draw  a  veil  over  the  sensations  which  these  expressions 
excite.  No  words  can  render  them  ;  but  they  will  not  escape  the 
sensibility  of  a  friendly  and  magnanimous  nation,  who  will  do  us 
justice.  We  see  in  them  neither  the  portrait  of  ourselves,  nor  the 
pencil  of  our  friends;  but  an  attempt  to  embroil  both  ;  to  add  still 
another  nation  to  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  to  draw  on  both 
a  reproach,  which  it  is  hoped  will  never  stain  the  history  of  either. 
The  written  proofs,  of  which  Mr.  Genet  was  himself  the  bearer, 
were  too  unequivocal  to  leave  a  doubt  that  the  French  nation  are 
constant  in  their  friendship  to  us.  The  resolves  of  their  National 
Convention,  the  letters  of  their  Executive  Council  attest  this  truth, 
in  terms  which  render  it  necessary  to  seek  in  some  other  hypo- 
thesis, the  solution  of  Mr.  Genet's  machinations  against  our  peace 
and  friendship. 

Conscious,  on  our  part,  of  the  same  friendly  and  sincere  dis- 
positions, we  can  with  truth  affirm,  both  for  our  nation  and  govern- 
ment, that  we  have  never  omitted  a  reasonable  occasion  of  mani- 
festing them.  For  1  will  not  consider  as  of  that  character,  oppor- 
tunities of  sallying  forth  from  our  ports  to  way-lay,  rob  and  murder 
defenceless  merchants  and  others,  who  have  done  us  no  injury,  and 
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ii^lmm^^^fimhi^wmt^^il^m  in  the  coofidfegilPiftHt^fiieMe 
aa^Ninuty.  TheiriolatipQ  of  all  tbe  laws  of  order  aad  morafity 
wbu^^biad  mankind  to|etbei^  would  be  an  unaeoepttUe  elforing 
to  e  Just  nation.  Reoitfuig  then  onfy  to  recent  thingis  efter  so 
affSetmg  s  libel  we  re^eUeet  with  satisfaction,  that  in  the  course 
of  two  yearsi  by  unceasing,  exertions,  we  paid  up  seven  years*  ar- 
rearagen  end  ii^talments  of  our  debt  to  France,  whicb  the  ineffip 
cieney  of  our  first  form  of  government  had  suffered  to  be  aecu> 
mulaung:  that  presang  on  still  to  the  entiro  fulfilment  of  our 
eagagemoDts,  we  have  facilitated  to  Mr.  Genet  the  efifea  of  the 
imialments  of  the  present  year,  to  enable  him  to  send  relief  to  his 
fellow  dtizMns  in  France,  threatened  with  famine:  that  in  the  first 
nKHnent  of  the  insurrection  which  threatened  the  colonv  of  St. 
Pomingo,  we  stepped  forward  to  their  relief  with  arms  and  money, 
ta)dng  ireely  on  ourselves  the  risk  of  an  unauthorised  aid,  when 
delay  would  have  been  denial :  that  we  have  received  according 
to,  our  best  abilities,  the  wretched  fugitives  from  the  catastrophe  of 
the  principal  town  of  that  colony,  who,  escaping  from  the  swords 
andr  dames  of  civil  war,  threw  themselves  on  us  naked  and  house- 
tess^  without  food  or  friends,  money  or  other  means,  their  faculties 
ktst  and  absorbed  in  the  depth  of  their  distresses :  diat  the  exclu- 
sive admisa(Mi  to^  sell  here  the  prizes  made  by  France  on  her 
enenues,  in  the  present  war,  though  unstipulated  in  our  treaties, 
and  unfounded  in  her  own  practice  or  in  that  of  other  nations,  as 
we  believe ;  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  late  grand  jui|y  in  dieir 
proceedings  against  those  who  had  aided  the  enemies  of  France 
witli  arms  and  implements  of  war,  the  expressions  of  attachment 
to  his  nation,  with  which  Mr.  Genet  was  welcomed  <m  his  arrival 
and  journey  from  south  to  north,  and  our  long  forbearance  under 
his  gross  usurpations  and  outrages  of  the  laws  and  authority  of  our 
counti^,  do  not  bespeak  the  partialities  intimated  in  his  letters. 
And  for  these  things  he  rewards  us  by  endeavors  to  excite  discord 
and  distrust  between  our  citizens  and  those  whom  they  have  en- 
trusted with  their  government,  between  the  difierent  branches  of 
our  government,  between  our  nation  and  bis.  But  none  of  these 
thiogs,  we  hope,  will  be  found  in  his  power.  That  friendship 
which  dictates  to  us  to  bear  with  his  conduct  yet  a  while,  lest  the 
interests  of  his  nation  here  should  suffer  injury,  will  hasten  them  to 
repkce  an  agent  whose  dispositions  are  such  a  misrepresentation 
of  theirs,  and  whose  continuance  here  is  inconsistent  with  order, 
peace,  respect,  and  that  friendly  correspondence  which  we  hojje 
will  ever  subsist  between  the  two  nations.  His  government  will 
sae  too  that  the  case  is  pressing.  Thw  it  is  impossible  for  two 
sovereign  and  independent  authcffitiei  to  be  going  on  within  our 
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te'ff  9frV€reiiet  penraeviHres  in  Ids  procieedings;tiie  (id^sequences 
iniif^  be  'flolit^Baiti^  to  ti^  ibe  iexample^so  htimiMa^i^ind  per^ 
iikidi]^  thM  we  inay  be  foiKsed  even  to  suspeittd  his  ftmctions  b»> 
fbt^  «i  Sttcceitsor  can  ttrrive  to  continue  them.  If  oor  ciiiztos  have 
not  dt«ady  been  shedding  each  other^s  Mood,  it  is  nott>wii^  to  the 
inoderitioii  of  Mi*.  Genet,  but  to- the  forbe»rance  of  the  govern- 
ment: tt  is  wdl  known  ^t  if  the  authori^  of  the  laws  had  been 
Misotted  to,  to  stop  the  Little  Democrat,  its  officers  and  agoits  were 
to  have  been  resisted  by  the  crew  of  die  vessel,  consisting  portly 
of  Amoncan  citizens.  Such  ev«its  are  too  seiious,  too  posable, 
to  be  left  to  hazard,  or  to  what  is  more  than  hazard,  the  will  (^  an 
ag^  vi^se  designs  are  so  mysterious. 

V  ijr^  die  case  then  immediately  before  his  government.  Accom- 
^fBiay  it  vnth  assurances,  which  cannot  be  stronger  than  true,  that 
ouf  ftiend^ip  for  the  nation  is  constant  and  unabating ;  that  faith- 
iul  to  *Our  treaties,  we  have  fulfilled  them  in  every  point  to  the  best 
of  oiir  understanding ;  that  if  in  any  thing,  however,  we  have  con- 
snrcfed  them  amiss,  we  are  ready  to  enter  into  candid  expknations, 
Uid  to  do  whatever  we  can  be  convinced  is  right;  that  in  opposing 
the  extravagances  of  an  agent,  whose  character  they  seem  not 
iMlBcientiy  to  have  known,  we  have  been  urged  by  motives  of  duty 
to  ourselves  and  justice  to  others,  which  cannot  but  be  approved 
by  those  irho  are  just  themselves ;  and  finally,  that  after  indepen- 
dence "and  self-government,  there  is  nothing  we  more  sincerely 
WiA  than  perpetual  friendship  with  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson.* 


LETTER    CLXIV. 

COkOITbAB  TO  THE   MCBC  HANTS  OF   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

l^[  Philadelphia,  August  23, 1793. 

1^      Gentlemen, 

Con^-laint  having  been  made  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  of  some  instances  of  unjustifiable  vexation  and  spoliation 
committed  <mour  merchant  vessels  by  the  privateers  of  the  powers 
It  war,  «Bd  k  being  possible  that  other  instances  may  have  hap- 

•  A  copy  of  tbb  pFee«ding  letter  waa  aent,  inclosed  by  the  Secretary  of 
Bute,  to  Mr.  Genet. 


pened  of  whicb  oo  inforaiatioa  has  tieeii  givea  vp>  the  govenimeB(« 
I  have  it  in  charge  from  the  President  to  assure  the  merch«Wt#  oC 
the  United  States,  concerned  in  foreign  comoaerce  or  na^iga^n* 
^t  due  attention  will  be  paid  to  any  injimes  Uiey  may  stiiet  qi| 
the  high  seas  or  in  foreign  countries,  contrary  to  the  law  of  qon 
tions  or  to  existing  treaties:  and  that  on  their  forwarding  lijikesi 
well  authenticated  evidence  of  the  same,  proper  {»roceedmgs  witt 
be  adopted  for  their  relief.  The  just  and  friendly  dispositiona  oC 
Uie  several  belligerent  powers,  affi>rd  well  founded  expectatiQR 
thai  they  will  not  hesitate  to  take  effectual  measures  for  restrain^ 
ing  their  armed  vessels  from  committing  aggressions  and  ves&atHKia 
on  our  citizens  or  their  property.  ^ 

There  being  no  particular  portion  or  description  of  the  mexn 
cantile  body  pointed  out  by  the  laws  for  receiving  communicatipns 
of  this  nature,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  it  to  the  merchanta 
Qf  «  #  *  fQj.  jijg  gjate  of  *  *  *  and  of  requesting 
that  through  them,  it  may  be  Aa^  known  to  all  those  of  thcov 
State  whom  it  may  concern.  Information  will  be  freely  receiv€4 
either  from  the  individuals  aggrieved,  or  from  any  associations  of 
merchants  who  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  trouble  of  giving  it»  in 
a  case  so  interesting  to  themselves  and  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

Th:  JurrEnaoii.   i 


LETTER    CLX  /. 


TO    MB.    OOBE. 


Sib, 


Philadelphia,  ^eptewher  Z,  ^9^ 


The  President  is  informed  through  tho  channel  of  a  letter  from 
yourself  to  Mr.  Lear,  that  M.  Duplaine,  consul  of  Franc©  at  Bos- 
ton, has  lately,  with  an  armed  force,  seized  and  rescued  a  vessel 
from  the  officer  of  a  court  of  justice,  by  process  from  which  she  waa 
under  arrest  in  his  custody:  and  tiiat  he  has  in  like  manner,  with 
an  armed  force,  opposed  and  prevented  the  officer,  charged  with 
process  from  a  court  against  anodier  vessel,  from  serving  that  pro- 
cess. This  daring  violation  of  the  laws  requires  the  more  atl«H 
tion,  as  it  is  by  a  foreigner  clothed  with  a  public  character,  arro- 
gating an  unfounded  right  to  admiralt}'  jurisdiction,  and  probably 
meanmg  to  assert  it  by  this  act  of  force.    You  know  diat  by  die 
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law  of  nations,  consuls  are  not  diplomatic  characters,  and  have  no 
inununities  whatever  against  the  laws  of  the  land.  To  put  this 
altogether  out  of  dispute,  a  clause  was  inserted  in  our  consular 
convention  with  France,  making  them  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  as  other  inhabitants.  Consequently,  M.  Duplaine  is  liable 
to  arrest,  imprisonment,  and  other  punishments,  even  capital,  as 
other  foreign  subjects  resident  here.  The  President  therefore 
desires  that  you  will  immediately  institute  such  a  prosecution 
against  him,  as  the  laws  will  warrant.  If  there  be  any  doubt  as 
to  the  character  of  his  offence,  whether  of  a  higher  or  lower  grade, 
it  will  be  best  to  prosecute  for  that  which  will  admit  the  least 
doubt,  because  an  acquittal,  though  it  might  be  founded  merely 
on  the  opinion  that  the  grade  of  oflfence  with  which  he  is  chargtd 
is  higher  than  his  act  would  support,  yet  it  might  be  construed  by 
the  uninformed  to  be  a  judiciary  decision  against  his  amenabili^ 
to  the  law,  or  perhaps  in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction  these  consuls  are 
assuming.  The  process  therofi^r^  should  be  of  the  surest  kind, 
and  all  the  proceedings  well  grounded.  In  particular,  if  an  arrest, 
as  is  probable,  be  the  first  step,  it  should  be  so  managed  as  to 
leave  room  neither  for  escape  nor  rescue.  It  should  be  attended 
with  every  mark  of  respect,  consistent  with  safe  custody,  and  his 
confinement  as  mild  and  comfortable  also,  as  that  would  permit. 
These  are  the  distinctions  to  which  a  consul  is  entitled,  that  b  to 
say,  of  a  particular  decorum  of  deportment  towards  him,  indicative 
of  respect  to  the  sovereign  whose  officer  he  is. 

The  President  also  desires  you  will  immediately  obtain  the 
best  evidence  it  shall  be  in  your  power  to  procure,  under  oath  or 
affirmation,  of  the  transaction  stated  in  your  letter,  and  that  in  this, 
you  consider  yourself  as  acting  as  much  on  behalf  of  M.  Du- 
plaine as  the  public,  the  candid  truth  of  the  case  being  exacdy 
that  which  is  desired,  as  it  may  be  the  foundation  of  an  act,  the 
justice  of  which  should  be  beyond  all  question.  This  evidence  I 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  with  as  few  days,  or  even  hours,  of  delay 
as  possible. 

I  am  also  instructed  to  ask  the  favor  of  }ou  to  communicate 
copies  of  any  memorials,  representations  or  other  virritten  corres- 
pondence which  may  have  passed  between  the  (Jovemor  and 
yourself,  with  respect  to  die  privateers  and  prizes  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  your  letters  to  Mr.  Lear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

Tu:  Jeffsrson. 
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LETTER  CLXVl. 


TO   MK.    HAMMOND. 


Sib, 


Philadelphia,  September  5, 17tf3. 


I  am  honored  with  yours  of  August  the  30th.  Mine  of  the  7tb 
of  that  month  assured  you  that  measures  were  taking  for  excluding 
from  all  further  asylum  in  our  ports,  vessels  armed  in  them  to 
cruise  on  nations  with  which  we  are  at  peace,  and  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  prizes,  the  Lovely  Lass,  Prince  William  Henry,  and 
the  Jane  of  Dublin,  and  that  should  the  measures  for  restitution 
fail  m  their  effect,  the  President  considers  it  as  incumbent  on  the 
United  States,  to  make  compensation  for  the  vessels. 

We  are  bound  by  our  treaties  with  three  of  the  belligerent  na- 
tions, by  aU  the  means  in  our  power  to  protect  and  defend  their 
vessels  and  e&cts  in  our  ports  or  waters,  or  on  the  seas  near  our 
sh(H*es,  and  to  recover  aiid  restore  the  same  to  the  right  owners 
when  taken  from  them.  If  all  the  means  in  our  power  are  used, 
and-  fail  in  their  efiect,  we  are  not  bound  by  our  treaties  with 
those  nations  to  make  compensation. 

Though  we  have  no  similar  trea^  with  Great  Britain,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  President  tliat  we  should  use  towards  that  na- 
tbn  the  same  rule  which,  under  this  article,  was  to  govern  us  with 
the  other  nations ;  and  even  to  extend  it  to  captures  made  on  the 
high  seas  and  brought  into  our  ports,  if  done  by  vessels  which  had 
been  armed  within  them. 

Having,  for  particular  reasons,  forborne  to  use  all  the  measures' 
in  our  power  for  the  restitution  of  the  three  vessels  mentioned  in  ^^ 
my  letter  of  August  the  7th,  the  President  thought  it  incumbent ' 
on  the  United  States  to  make  compensation  for  them ;  and  though^' 
nothing  was  said  in  that  letter  of  other  vessels  taken  under  like 
circumstances,  and  brought  in  after  the  5di  of  June  and  before" 
the  date  of  that  letter^  yet  where  the  same  forbearance  had  taken 
place,  it  was  and  his  opinion  that  compensation  would  be  equally 
due. 

As  to  prizes  made  under  the  same  circumstances,  and  brought 
in  after  the  date  of  that  letter,  the  President  determined  that  aD* 
the  means  in  our  power  should  be  used  for  their  restitutbn.  If] 
these  fail  us,  as  we  should  not  be  bound  by  our  treaties  to  makd' 
compensation  to  the  other  powers,  in  the  analogous  case,  he  did 
not  mean  to  give  an  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  done  to  Great, 
Britain.     But  still,  if  any  cases  shall  arise  subsequent  to  that  date. 
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ihe  circumstances  of  which  ^all  place  them  on  similar  ground 
with  those  before  it,  the  President  would  think  compensation 
equally  incumbent  on  the  United  States. 

Instructions  are  given  to  the  Governors  of  the  di^rent  States, 
to  use  all  the  means  in  their  power  for  restoring  prizes  of  this  last 
deacription,  found  within  their  ports.  Though  they  will  of  course 
take  measures  to  be  informed  of  them,  and  the  General  Govern- 
ment has  given  them  the  aid  of  the  Custom  House  officers  for  this 
purpose,  yet  you  will  be  sensible  of  the  importance  of  multiplying 
the  channels  of  their  infcvmation,  as  far  as  shall  depend  on  your- 
self or  any  person  under  your  direction,  in  order  that  the  govern- 
ment may  use  the  means  in  their  power,  for  making  restitution. 
Without  knowledge  df  the  capture,  they  cannot  I'estore  it.  It  will 
always  be  best  to  give  the  notice  to  them  directly :  but  any  infor- 
mation which  you  shall  be  pleased  to  send  to  me  also,  at  any  time, 
shall  be  forwarded  to  them  as  quickly  as  the  distance  will  permit. 

Hence  you  will  perceive,  Sir,  that  the  President  contemplates 
restitution  or  campensationy  in  the  cases  before  the  seventh  of  Au- 
gust, and,  after  that  date,  restitution^  if  it  can  be  effected  by  any 
means  in  our  power :  and  that  it  will  be  important  that  you  should 
substantiate  the  fact  that  such  prizes  are  in  our  ports  or  waters. 

Your  list  of  the  privateers  illicitly  armed  in  our  ports,  is,  I  be- 
lieve correct. 

With  respect  to  losses  by  detention,  waste,  spoliation,  sustained 
by  vessels  taken  as  before  mentioned  between  the  dates  of  June 
the  5th  and  August  the  7th,  it  is  proposed,  as  a  provisional  mea- 
sure, that  the  collector  of  the  customs  of  the  district,  and  the  Bri- 
tish consul,  or  any  other  person  you  please,  shall  appoint  persons 
to  establish  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  at  the  times  of  her 
capture  and  of  her  arrival  in  the  port  into  which  she  is  brought, 
according  to  their  value  in  that  port.  If  this  shall  be  agreeable  to 
you,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  signify  it  to  me,  with  the  names  of 
the  prizes  understood  to  be  of  this  description,  instructions  will  be 
given,  accordingly,  to  the  collectors  of  the  customs  where  the  re- 
{^ctive  vesseb  are. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jetferson. 
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LETTER  CLXVII. 


VI 


TO    MR.    PINCKNEY. 

Philadelphia,  September  7, 1799. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  through  a  channel  which  cannot  be  consi- 
dered as  authentic,  the  copy  of  a  paper,  styled  '  Additional  instruc- 
noDs  to  the  commanders  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  and  priva- 
teers, kc.*  dated  at  St.  James's,  June  8,  1793.  If  this  paper  be 
authentic,  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  you  will  have  taken  mea- 
sures to  forward  it  to  me.  But  as  your  communication  of  it  may 
miscarry,  and  time  in  the  mean  while  be  lost,  it  has  been  thoi^ht 
better  that  it  should  be  supposed  authentic  :  that  on  that  supposition 
I  should  notice  to  you  its  very  exceptionable  nature,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  obtaining  explanations  on  the  subject  from  the  British 
government ;  desiring  at  the  same  time,  that  you  will  consider  this- 
letter  as  provisionally  written  only,  and  as  if  never  written,  in  the 
event  that  the  paper  which  is  the  occasion  of  it  be  not  genuine. 

The  first  article  of  it  permits  all  vessels  laden  wholly  or  in  part, 
with  com,  flour  or  meal,  bound  to  any  port  in  France,  to  be  stopped, 
and  sent  into  any  British  port,  to  be  purchased  by  that  govern- 
ment, or  to  be  released  only  on  the  condition  of  security  ^en  by 
the  master,  that  he  will  proceed  to  dispose  of  his  cargo  in  the  ports 
of  some  country  in  amity  with  his  Majesty. 

This  article  is  so  manifestly  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  that 
nothing  more  would  seem  necessary  than  to  observe  that  it  is  so. 
Reason  and  usage  have  established  that  when  two  nations  go  to 
war,  those  who  choose  to  live  in  peace  retain  their  natural  right  jto 
pursue  their  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  other  ordinary  voca- 
tions, to  carry  the  produce  of  their  industry  for  exchange  to  all 
nations,  belligerent  or  neutral,  as  usual,  to  go  and  come  freely 
without  injury  or  molestation,  and  in  short,  that  the  war  among 
others  shall  be,  for  them,  as  if  it  did  not  exist.  One  restriction  on 
their  natural  rights  has  been  submitted  to  by  nations  at  peace,  that 
is  to  say,  that  of  not  furnishing  to  either  party  implements  merely 
of  war  for  the  annoyance  of  die  other,  nor  any  thing  whatever  to 
a  place  blockaded  by  its  enemy.  What  these  implements  of  war 
are,  has  been  so  often  agreed  and  is  so  well  understood  as  to 
leave  little  question  about  them  at  this  day.  There  does  not  exist, 
.  erhaps,  a  nation  in  our  common  hemisphere,  which  has  not  made 
a  particular  enumeration  of  them  in  some  or  all  of  their  treaties, 
under  the  name  of  contraband.    It  suffices  for  the  present  occa- 


I' 


>il 


■| 


W: 


2S8 


»on,  to  say,  that  corn,  flour  and  meal,  are  not  of  the  class  of  con- 
traband, and  consequently  remain  articles  of  free  commerce.  A 
culture  which,  like  that  of  the  soil,  gives  employment  to  such  a 
proportion  of  mankind,  could  never  be  suspended  by  the  whole 
eardi,  or  interrupted  for  them,  whenever  any  two  nations  should 
think  proper  to  go  to  war. 

The  state  of  war  then  existing  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  fu/nishes  no  legitimate  right  either  to  interrupt  the  agri- 
culture of  the  United  States,  or  the  peaceable  exchange  of  its  pro- 
dluce  with  all  nations  ;  and  consequently,  the  assumption  of  it  will 
be  as  lawful  hereafter  as  now,  in  peace  as  in  war.  No  ground, 
acknowledged  by  the  common  reason  of  ir.ankind,  authorises  this 
act  now,  and  unacknowledged  ground  may  be  taken  at  any  time, 
and  at  all  times.  We  see  then  a  practice  begun,  to  which  no 
time,  no  circumstances  prescribe  any  limits,  and  which  strikes  at 
the  root  of  our  agriculture,  that  branch  of  industry  which  gives 
food,  clothing  and  comfort  to  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  States.  If  any  nation  whatever  has  a  right  to  shut  up  to 
our  produce  all  the  ports  of  the  earth  except  her  own  and  those 
of  her  friends,  she  may  shut  up  these  also,  and  so  confine  us  within 
our  own  limits.  No  nation  can  subscribe  to  such  pretensions ;  no 
nation  can  agree,  at  the  mere  will  or  interest  of  another,  to  have 
its  peaceable  industry  suspended,  and  its  citizens  reduced  to  idle- 
ness and  want.  The  loss  of  our  produce  destined  for  foreign  mar- 
kets, or  that  loss  which  would  result  from  an  arbitrary  restraint  of 
our,  markets,  is  a  tax  too  serious  for  us  to  acquiesce  in.  It  is  not 
enough  for  a  nation  to  say,  we  and  our  frieiids  will  buy  your  pro- 
duce. We  have  a  right  to  answer,  that  it  suits  us  better  to  sell  to 
their  enemies  as  well  as  their  friends.  Our  ships  do  not  go  to 
f)*ance  to  return  empty.  They  go  to  exchange  the  surplus  of 
one  produce  which  we  can  spare,  for  sur^  usses  of  other  kinds 
which  they  can  spare  and  we  want ;  which  they  can  furnish  on 
better  terms,  and  more  to  our  mind,  than  Great  Britain  or  her 
friends.  We  have  a  right  to  judge  for  ourselves  what  market 
best  suits  us,  and  they  have  none  to  forbid  to  us  the  enjoyment  of 
the  necessaries  and  comforts  which  we  may  obtain  from  any  other 
independent  country. 

This  act,  too,  tends  directly  to  draw  us  from  that  state  of  peace 
in  which  we  are  wishing  to  remain.  It  is  an  essential  character 
of  neutrality  to  furnish  no  aids  (not  stipulated  by  treatyj  to  one 
party,  which  we  are  not  equally  ready  to  furnish  to  the  other.  If 
we  permit  corn  to  be  sent  to  Great  Britain  and  her  friends,  we 
are  ecj^ually  bound  *n  permit  it  to  France.  To  restrain  it  would  be 
a  partiality  which  might  lead  to  war  with  France ;  and  between 


restraining  it  ourselves,  and  permitting  lier  enemies  to  restrain  it 
unrightfuflVt  is  no  difference.  She  would  consider  this  as  a  mere 
pretext,  of  which  she  would  not  be  the  dupe ;  and  on  what  honor- 
able ground  could  we  otherwise  explain  it  ?  Thus  we  should  see 
ourselves  plunged  by  this  unauthorised  act  of  Great  Britain  into 
a  war  with  which  we  meddle  n  and  Which  we  wisli  to  avoid  if 
justice  to  all  parues  and  from  an  parties  will  enable  us  to  avoid  it. 
In  the  case  where  we  found  ourselves  obliged  by  treaty  to  with- 
hold from  the  enemies  of  France  the  right  of  arming  in  our 
ports,  we  thought  ourselves  in  justice  bound  to  witlihold  the  same 
right  from  France  also,  and  we  did  it.  Were  we  to  withhold 
from  her  supplies  of  provisions,  we  should  in  like  manner  be 
bound  to  withhold  them  from  her  enemies  also;  and  tlius  shutto 
ourselves  all  the  ports  of  Europe  where  corn  is  in  demand,  or 
make  ourselves  parties  in  the  war.  This  is  a  dilemma  which 
Great  Britain  has  no  right  to  force  upon  us,  and  for  which  no 
pretext  can  be  found  in  any  part  of  our  conduct.  She  may  in- 
deed feel  the  desire  of  starving  an  enemy  nation  :  but  she  can 
have  no  right  of  doing  it  at  our  loss,  nor  of  making  us  the  instru- 
ments of  it. 

The  President  therefore  desires,  that  you  will  immediately  enter 
into  explanations  on  this  subject  with  the  British  government.  Lay 
before  them  in  friendly  and  temperate  terms  all  the  demonstrations  of 
the  injury  done  us  by  this  act,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  revocation 
of  it,  and  full  indemnification  to  any  citizens  of  these  States  who  may 
have  suffered  by  it  in  the  mean  time.  Accompany  your  repre- 
sentations by  every  assurance  of  our  earnest  desire  to  live  on 
terms  of  the  best  friendship  and  harmony  with  them,  and  to  found 
our  expectations  of  justice  on  their  part,  on  a  strict  observance  of 
it  on  ours.  , 

It  is  with  concern,  however,  I  am  obliged  to  observe,  that  so 
marked  has  been  the  inattention  of  the  British  court  to  every  ap- 
plication which  has  been  made  to  them  on  any  subject,  by  this 
government,  (not  a  single  answer  I  believe  having  ever  been  given 
to  one  of  them)  except  in  the  act  of  exchanging  a  ij^nister)  that 
it  may  become  unavoidable,  in  certain  cases,  where  an  answer  of 
some  sort  is  necessary,  to  consider  their  silence  as  an  answer. 
Perhaps  this  is  their  intention.  Still,  however,  desirous  of  furnish- 
ing no  colour  of  offence,  we  do  not  wish  you  to  name  to  tliem  any 
term  for  giving  an  answer.  Urge  one  as  much  as  you  can  with- 
out commitment,  and  on  the  first  day  of  December  be  so  good  as 
to  give  us  information  of  the  statu  in  wiiich  tliis  matter  is,  that  it 
may  be  received  during  the  session  of  Congress. 

The  second  article  of  tlie  same  instructior    allows  ihQ  armed 
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vesseis  of  Great  Britain  to  seize  for  condemnatiou  all  vessels,  on 
their  first  attempt  to  enter  a  blockaded  port,  except  diose  of  Den- 
mark and  Sweden,  which  are  to  be  prevented  only,  but  not  seized, 
on  their  first  attempt.  Of  the  nations  inhabiting  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  and  practising  its  navigation,  Denmark,  Sweden 
and  die  United  States  alone  are  neutral.  To  declare  then  all 
neutral  vessels  (for  as  to  the  vessels  of  the  belligerent  powers  no 
order  was  necessary)  to  be  legal  prize,  which  shall  attempt  to  en- 
ter a  blockaded  port,  except  those  of  Denmark  and  Swedent  is 
exactly  to  declare  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
lawful  prize,  and  those  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  shall  not.  It  is 
of  little  consequence  that  tlie  article  has  avoided  naming  the  Uni- 
ted States,  since  it  has  used  a  description  applicable  to  them,  and 
to  them. alone,  while  it  exempts  the  others  from  its  operation  by 
name.  You  will  be  pleased  to  ask  an  explanation  of  this  distinc- 
tion :  and  you  will  be  able  to  say,  in  discussing  its  justice,  that  in 
every  circumstance,  we  treat  Great  Britain  on  the  footing  of  the 
most  favored  nation  where  our  treaties  do  not  preclude  us,  and 
that  even  these  are  just  as  favorable  to  her,  as  hers  are  to  us. 
Possibly  she  may  be  bound  by  treaty  to  admit  tliis  exception  in 
favor  of  Denmark  and  Sweden.  But  she  cannot  be  bound  by 
treaty  to  withhold  it  from  us.  And  if  it  be  withheld  merely  be- 
cause not  established  with  us  by  treaty,  what  might  not  we,  on  the 
same  ground,  have  withheld  from  Great  Britain  during  the  short 
course  of  the  present  war,  as  well  as  tlie  peace  which  preceded 
it? 

Whether  these  explanations  witli  the  British  government  shall 
be  verbal  or  in  writing,  is  left  to  yourself.  Verbal  communica- 
tions are  very  insecure ;  for  it  is  only  to  deny  them  or  to  change 
their  terms,  m  order  to  do  away  their  effect  at  any  time.  Those 
in  writing  have  as  many  and  obvious  advantages,  and  ought  to  be 
preferred,  unless  there  be  obstacles  of  which  we  are  not  apprised. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

,m  Th:  Jefferson. 
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LBTTEE    OLXVIII 


TO   MR.    HAMMOND. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  September  9, 1793. 


I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  me- 
morials of  the  4th  and  6th  instant,  which  have  been  duly  laid  be- 
fore the  President  of  the  United  States. 

You  cannot  be  uninformed  of  the  circumstances  which  have 
occasioned  the  French  squadron  now  in  New  York  to  seek  asylum 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Driven  from  those  where  they 
were  on  duty,  by  the  superiority  of  the  adverse  party  in  the  civil 
war  which  has  so  unhappily  afflicted  the  colonies  of  France,  filled 
with  the  wretched  fugitives  from  the  same  scenes  of  distress  and 
desolation,  without  water  or  provisions  for  the  shortest  voyage,  their 
vessels  scarcely  in  a  condition  to  keep  the  sea  at  all,  they  were 
forced  to  seek  the  nearest  ports  in  which  they  could  be  received 
and  supplied  with  necessaries.  That  they  have  ever  been  out 
again  to  cruise,  is  a  fact  we  have  never  learned,  and  which  we 
believe  to  be  impossible,  from  the  information  received  of  their 
wants  and  other  impediments  to  active  service.  This  case  has  been 
noted  specially,  to  shew  that  no  inconvenience  can  have  been  pro- 
duced to  the  trade  of  the  other  belligerent  powers,  by  the  presence 
of  this  fleet  in  our  harbors.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  more  general 
ground. 

France,  England  and  all  other  nations  have  a  right  to  cruise  on 
our  coasts;  a  right  not  derived  froia  our  permission,  but  from  the 
law  of  nature.  To  render  this  more  advantageous,  France  has 
secured  to  herself,  by  a  treaty  with  us,  (as  she  has  done  also  by  a 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  us  or  any 
other  nation)  two  special  riglits.  1.  Admission  for  her  prizes  and 
privateers  into  our  ports.  This,  by  the  seventeenth  and  twenty- 
second  articles,  is  secured  to  her  exclusively  of  her  enemies,  as  is 
done  for  her  in  the  like  case  by  Great  Britain,  were  her  present 
war  with  us  instead  of  Great  Britain.  2.  Admission  for  her  public 
vessels  of  war  into  our  ports,  in  cases  of  stress  of  weather,  pirates, 
enemies,  or  other  urgent  necessity,  to  refresh,  victual,  repair,  &c. 
This  is  not  exclusive.  As  then  we  are  bound  by  treaty  to  receive 
the  public  armed  vessels  of  France,  and  are  not  bound  to  exclude 
those  of  her  enemies,  the  executive  has  never  denied  the  same 
right  of  asylum  in  our  ports  to  the  public  armed  vessels  of  your 
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naden.  They,  as  well  as  the  French,  afe  #66  to  come  into  them 
in  all  cases  of  weather,  piracies,  enemies,  or  other  urgent  necessity, 
and  to  refresh,  victual,  repair,  &.c.  And  so  many  are  these  urgent 
necessities,  to  vessels  far  from  their  own  ports,  that  we  have  thought 
inquiries  into  the  nature  as  well  as  the  degree  of  the  necessities 
which  drive  them  hither,  as  endless  as  they  would  be  fruitless,  and 
therefore  have  not  made  them.  And  the  rather,  because  there  is  a 
third  right,  secured  to  neither  by  treaty,  but  due  to  both  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  hospitality  between  friendly  nations,  that  of  coming  into 
our  ports,  not  under  the  pressure  of  urgent  necessity,  but  whenever 
their  comfort  or  convenience  induces  them.  On  this  ground,  also, 
the  two  nations  are  on  a  fooling. 

As  it  has  never  been  conceived  that  either  would  detain  their 
ships  of  war  in  our  ports  when  they  were  in  a  condition  for  action, 
we  have  never  conceived  it  necessary  to  prescribe  any  limits  to 
the  time  of  their  stay.  Nor  can  it  be  viewed  as  an  injury  to  either 
party,  to  let  their  enemies  lie  still  in  our  ports  from  year's  end  to 
year's  end,  if  they  choose  it.  Thus,  then,  the  public  ships  of  war 
of  both  nations  enjoy  a  perfect  equality  in  our  ports ;  first,  in  cases 
of  urgent  necessity ;  secondly,  in  cases  of  comfort  or  convenience ; 
and  thirdly,  in  the  time  they  choose  to  continue  ;  and  all  a  friendly 
power  can  ask  from  another  is,  to  extend  to  her  the  same  indul- 
gences which  she  extends  to  other  friendly  powers.  And  though 
the  admission  of  the  prizes  and  privateers  of  France  is  exclusive, 
yet  it  is  the  effect  of  treaty  made  long  ago,  for  valuable  consider- 
ations, not  with  a  view  to  the  present  circumstances,  nor  against 
any  nation  in  particular,  but  all  in  general,  and  may,  therefore,  be 
faithfully  observed  without  offence  to  any;  and  we  mean  faithfully 
to  observe  it.  The  same  exclusive  article  has  been  stipulated,  as 
was  before  observed,  by  Great  Britain  in  her  treaty  with  France, 
and  indeed  is  to  be  found  in  the  treaties  between  most  nations. 

With  respect  to  the  usurpation  of  admiralty  jurisdiction  by  the 
consuls  of  France,  within  these  States,  the  honor  and  rights  of  the 
States  themselves  were  sufficient  motives  for  the  executive  to  take 
measures  to  prevent  its  continuance,  as  soon  as  they  were  apprised 
of  it.  They  have  been  led  by  particular  considerations  to  await 
the  effect  of  these  measures,  believing  they  would  be  sufficient ; 
but  finding  at  length  they  were  not,  such  others  have  been  lately 
taken  as  can  no  longer  fail  to  suppress  this  irregularity  completely. 

The  President  is  duly  sensible  of  the  character  of  the  act  of 
opposition  made  to  the  serving  of  legal  process  on  the  brig  Wil- 
liam Tell,  and  he  presumes  the  representations  made  on  that  sub- 
ject to  the  minister  of  France,  will  have  the  effect  of  opening  a 
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fred  access  to  the  officer  of  justice,  when  he  shall  again  furesent 
himself  with  the  precept  of  his  court. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CI.XIX. 


TO    MR.    GENET. 


Sir, 


Philadelphia,  September  9, 1793. 


In  my  letter  of  June  the  25th,  on  the  subject  of  the  ship  Wil- 
liam, and  generally  of  vessels  suggested  to  be  taken  within  the 
limits  of  the  protection  of  the  United  States  by  the  armed  vessels 
of  your  nation,  I  undertook  to  assure  you  it  would  be  more  agree- 
able to  the  President,  that  such  vessels  should  be  detained  under 
the  orders  of  yourself  or  the  consul  of  France,  than  by  a  military 
guard,  until  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  should  be  able 
to  inquire  into  and  decide  on  the  fact.  In  two  separate  letters  of 
the  29th  of  the  same  month,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the 
claims  lodged  with  the  executive  for  the  same  ship  William  and 
the  brig  Fanny,  to  inclose  you  the  evidence  on  which 'they  were 
founded,  and  to  desire  that  if  you  found  it  just,  you  would  order 
the  vessels  to  be  delivered  to  the  owners;  or  if  overweighed  in 
your  judgment  by  any  contradictory  evidence  which  you  might 
have  or  acquire,  you  would  do  me  the  favor  to  communicate  that 
evidence  :  and  that  the  consuls  of  France  might  retain  the  vessels 
in  their  custody,  in  the  mean  time,  until  the  executive  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  consider  and  decide  finally  on  the  subject. 

When  that  mode  of  proceeding  was  consented  to  for  your  satis- 
faction, it  was  by  no  means  imagined  it  would  have  occasioned 
such  delays  of  justice  to  the  individuals  interested  The  Presi- 
dent is  still  without  information,  either  that  the  vessels  are  restored, 
or  that  you  have  any  evidence  to  offer  as  to  the  place  of  capture. 
1  am,  therefore,  Sir,  lo  repeat  the  request  of  early  information  on 
this  subject,  in  order  that  if  any  injury  has  been  done  those  inte 
rested,  it  may  be  no  longer  aggravated  by  delay. 

The  intention  of  the  letter  of  June  the  25th  having  been,  to  per- 
mit such  vessels  to  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  consuls,  instead 
of  that  of  a  military  guard,  (which  in  the  case  of  the  ship  William 
appeared  to  have  been  disagreeable  to  you)  the  indulgence  was 
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of  course  to  be  understood  as  going  only  to  cases  \9iateh  the  ex- 
ecutive might  take,  or  keep  possession  of,  with  a  military  guard,  and 
not  to  interfere  with  the  authority  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  any 
case  wherein  they  should  undertake  to  act.  My  letter  of  June 
the  39th,  accordingly,  in  the  same  case  of  the  ship  William,  in- 
formed you  that  no  power  in  this  country  could  take  a  vessel  out 
of  the  custody  of  the  courts,  and  that  it  was  only  because  they 
decided  not  to  take  cognizance  of  that  case,  that  it  resulted  to  the 
executive  to  interfere  in  it.  Consequendy,  this  alone  put  it  in 
their  power  to  leave  the  vessel  in  the  hands  of  the  consul.  The 
courts  of  justice  exercise  the  sovereignty  of  this  country  in  judi- 
ciary matters ;  are  supreme  in  these,  and  liable  neither  to  control 
nor  opposition  from  any  other  branch  of  the  government.  We 
learn,  however,  from  the  inclosed  paper,  that  the  consul  of  New 
York,  in  the  first  instance,  and  yourself  in  a  subsequent  one,  for- 
bid an  offict  ^  of  justice  to  serve  the  process  with  Which  he  was 
charged  from  his  court,  on  the  British  brig  William  Tell,  taken  by 
a  French  armed  vessel  within  a  mile  of  our  shores,  as  has  been 
deposed  on  oath,  and  brought  into  New  York,  and  that  you  had 
even  given  orders  to  the  French  squadron  there,  to  protect  the 
vessel  against  any  person  who  should  attempt  to  take  her  from 
their  custody.  If  this  opposition  were  founded,  as  is  there  sug- 
gested, on  the  indulgence  of  the  letters  before  cited,  it  was  ex- 
tending that  to  a  case  not  within  their  purview ;  and  even  had  it 
been  precisely  the  case  to  which  they  were  to  be  applied,  is  it 
possible  to  imagine  you  might  assert  it  within  the  body  of  the 
country  by  force  of  arras  ? 

I  forbear  to  make  the  observations  which  such  a  measure  must 
suggest,  and  cannot  but  believe  that  a  moment's  reflection  wiD 
evince  to  you  the  depth  of  the  error  committed  in  this  opposition 
to  an  officer  of  justice,  and  in  the  means  proposed  to  be  resorted 
to  in  support  of  it.  I  am  therefore  charged  to  declare  to  you,  ex- 
pressly, that  the  President  expects  and  requires  that  the  officer  of 
justice  be  not  obstructed  in  freely  and  peaceably  serving  the  pro- 
cess of  his  court,  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  the  vessel  and  her 
cargo  be  not  suffered  to  depart  till  the  judiciary,  if  it  will  under- 
take it,  or  himself  if  not,  shall  decide  whether  the  seizure  has  been 
made  within  the  limits  of  our  protection. 

I  have  the  ^onor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  numble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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L.BTTKK    CLXX. 


TO   COUINSL   HUMPRHEYS. 


Philadelphia,  September  11,  1793. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  bavt  to  acknowledge  yours  of  May  the  19th  and  29th,  and 
July  20th;  bein^^Nos.  72,  73  and  76.  It  is  long  since  I  wrote  to 
yott^  because  I  know  you  must  be  where  you  could  not  receive 
my  letters:  and  perhaps  it  may  be  some  time  before  I  write  to 
you  again,  oa  account  of  a  contagious  and  mortal  fever  which  has 
arisen  here,  and  is  driving  us  all  away.  It  is  called  a  yellow 
fever,  but  is  like  nothing  known  or  read  of  by  the  physicians.  The 
week  before  last  the  deaths  were  about  forty ;  the  last  week  about 
eighty;  and  this  week,  I  think  they  will  be  two  hundred;  and  it 
goes  on  spreading.  All  persons  who  can  find  asylum  elsewere, 
are  flying  from  the  city :  this  will  doubtless  extend  it  to  other 
towns,  and  spread  it  through  the  country,  unless  an  early  winter 
should  sfop  it.  Colonel  Hamilton  is  ill  of  it,  but  is  on  the  reco- 
very. #1  ft 

The  Indian:  have  refused  to  meet  our  commissioners  unless  they 
would  agree  to  the  Ohio  as  our  boundary,  by  way  of  preliminary 
article.  This  being  impossible,  because  of  the  army  locations 
and  sales  to  individuals  beyond  the  Ohio,  the  war  is  to  go  on, 
and  we  may  soon  expect  to  hear  of  General  Wayne's  being  in 
motion. 

The  President  set  out  yesterday  for  Mount  Vernon,  according 
to  an  arrangement  of  some  time  ago.  General  Knox  is  setting 
out  for  Massachusetts,  and  I  am  thinking  to  go  to  Virginia  in  some 
days.  When  and  where  we  shall  re-assemble,  will  depend  on  the 
course  of  this  malady. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  re- 
spect. Dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

Tu:  Jefferson. 
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LRTTKR  OLXXl. 


TO    MR.    GENET. 


Sib, 


Monticello,  October  3, 1793. 


In  a  former  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  youf^I  men- 
tioned that  information  had  been  received  that  Mi  Duplaine,  vice 
consul  of  France,  at  Boston,  had  been  charged  with  an  opposition 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,  of  such  a  character,  as  if  true  would  ren- 
der it  the  duty  of  the  President  immediately  to  revoke  the  Exe- 
quatur, whereby  he  is  permitted  to  exercise  the  functions  of  vice 
consul  in  these  United  States.  Tl  e  fact  has  been  since  inquired 
into,  and  I  now  inclose  you  copies  of  the  evidence  establishing  it  ;• 
whereby  you  will  perceive  how  inconsistent  with  peace  and  order 
it  would  be,  to  permit,  any  longer,  the  exercise  of  functions  in  these 
United  States  by  a  person  capable  of  mistaking  then-  legitimate 
extent  so  far,  as  to  oppose,  by  force  of  arms,  the  course  of  the 
laws  within  the  body  of  the  country.  The  wisdom  and  justice  of 
the  government  of  France^  and  their  sense  of  the  necessity  in 
every  government,  of  preserving  the  course  of  the  laws  free  and 
unobstructed,  render  us  confident  tha;  they  will  approve  this  neces- 
sary arrestation  of  the  proceedings  of  one  of  their  agents;  as  we 
would  certainly  do  in  the  like  case,  were  any  consul  or  vice  consul 
of  ours  to  oppose  with  an  armed  force,  the  course  of  their  laws 
Within  their  own  limits.  Still,  however,  indispensable  as  this  act 
has  been,  it  is  with  the  most  lively  concern,  the  President  has 
'seen  that  the  evil  could  not  be  arrested  otherwise  tiian  by  an  ap- 
^al  to  the  authority  of  the  country. 

"'I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CLXXII. 


TO   MR.    GENET. 


Sir, 


Germantown,  November  8,  1793. 


I  have  now  to  acknowledge  and  answer  your  letter  of  Septem- 
ber the  13th,  wherein  you  desire  that  we  may  define  the  extent 
of  the  line  of  territorial  protection  on  the  coasts  of  the  United 
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States,  observing  that  governments  and  jurisconsults  have  different 
views  on  this  subject. 

It  is  certain,  that  heretofore,  they  have  been  much  divided  in 
opinion,  as  to  the  distance  from  their  sea  coast  to  which  they  might 
reasonably  claim  a  right  of  prohibiting  the  commitment  of  hostili- 
ties. The  greatest  distance  to  which  any  respectable  assent 
among  nations  has  been  at  any  time  given,  has  been  the  extent  of 
the  human  sight,  estimated  at  upwards  of  twenty  miles;  and  the 
smallest  distance,  I  believe,  claimed  by  any  cation  whatever,  is  the 
utmost  range  of  a  cannon  ball,  usually  stated  at  one  sea  league. 
Some  intermediate  distances  have  also  been  insisted  on,  and  that  of 
three  sea  leagues  has  some  authority  in  its  favor.  The  character 
of  our  coast,  remarkable  in  considerable  parts  of  it  for  admitting 
no  vessels  of  size  to  pas»  ihe  shores,  would  entitle  us  in  reason  to 
as  broad  a  margin  of  protected  navigation  as  any  nation  whatever. 
Not  proposing,  however,  at  this  time,  and  without  a  respectful  and 
friendly  communication  with  the  powers  interested  in  this  naviga- 
tion, to  fix  on  the  distance  to  which  we  may  ultimately  insist  on 
the  right  of  piotection,  the  President  gives  instructions  to  the  offi- 
cer actiiig  under  his  authority,  to  conader  those  heretofore  given 
them  as  restrained,  for  the  present,  to  the  distance  of  one  sea  league, 
or  three  geographical  miles,  from  the  sea  shore.  This  distance 
can  admit  of  no  opposition,  as  it  is  recognised  by  treaties  between 
some  of  the  powers  widi  whom  we  are  connected  in  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  is  as  little  or  less  than  is  claimed  by  any  of 
them  on  their  own  coasts. 

Future  occasions  will  be  taken  to  enter  into  explanations  wifli 
them,  as  to  the  ulterior  extent  to  which  we  may  reas(Miably  cany 
our  jurisdiction.  For  that  of  the  rivers  and  bays  of  the  United 
States,  the  laws  of  the  several  States  are  understood  to  have  made 
provision,  and  they  are  moreover,  as  being  land-locked,  within  the 
body  of  the  United  States. 

Examining  by  this  rule  the  case  of  the  British  brig  Fani^, 
taken  on  the  8th  of  May  last,  it  appears  from  the  evidence  thai 
the  capture  was  made  four  or  five  miles  from  the  land ;  and  con- 
sequently, without  the  Ihie  provisionally  adopted  by  the  President, 
as  before  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  o(  respect  and  esteen.. 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jeffebsok. 
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lilSTTEK   OLXXIU. 


"O    MR.    GENET. 


Sib, 


Germantown,  November  22, 1793. 


In  my  letter  of  October  the  2nd,  I  took  the  liberty  of  noticing 
to  you,  that  the  commission  of  consul  to  M.  Dannery,  ought  to  have 
been  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  being 
the  only  channel  of  communication  between  this  country  end  fo- 
reign nations,  it  is  from  him  alone  that  foreign  nations  or  their 
agents  are  to  learn  what  is  or  has  been  the  will  of  the  nation,  ami 
whatever  he  communicates  as  such,  they  have  a  right  and  are 
bound  to  consider  as  the  expression  of  the  nation,  and  no  foreign 
agent  can  be  allowed  to  question  it,  to  interpose  between  him  and 
any  other  branch  of  government,  under  the  pretext  of  cither's 
transgressing  their  functions,  nor  to  make  himself  the  umpire  and 
final  judge  between  them.  I  am,  therefore.  Sir,  not  authorised  to 
enter  into  any  discussions  with  you  on  the  meaning  of  our  consti- 
tution in  any  part  of  it,  or  to  prove  to  you  that  it  has  ascribed  to 
him  alone  the  admission  or  interdiction  of  foreign  agents.  I  in- 
form you  of  the  fact  by  authority  from  the  President.  I  had  ob- 
served to  you,  that  we  were  persuaded  in  the  case  of  the  consul 
Dannery,  the  error  in  the  address  had  proceeded  from  no  inten- 
tion in  the  Executive  Council  of  France  to  question  the  functions 
of  the  President,  and  therefore  no  difficulty  was  made  in  issuing 
the  commissions.  We  are  still  under  the  same  persuasion.  But 
in  your  letter  of  the  1 4th  instant,  you  personally  question  the  au- 
thority of  the  President,  and  in  consequence  of  that,  have  not  ad- 
dressed to  him  the  commission  of  Messrs.  Pennevert  and  Chervi. 
Making  a  point  of  this  formality  on  your  part,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  point  of  it  on  ours  also ;  and  I  am  therefore 
charged  to  return  you  those  commissions,  and  to  inform  you,  that 
bound  to  enforce  respect  to  the  order  of  things  established  by  our 
constitution,  the  President  will  issue  no  Exequatur  to  any  consul 
or  vice  consul,  not  directed  to  him  in  the  usual  form,  after  the 
party  from  whom  it  comes  has  been  apprised  that  such  should  be 
the  address. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LUTTSR   CLXXIV 


TO   MR.    GENET. 


.t;    1 


Uti 


Sir, 


Philiidelphia,  December  9, 1793. 


1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3rd  in- 
stant, which  has  been  duly  laid  before  the  President. 

We  are  very  far  from  admitting  your  principle,  that  the  govern- 
ment on  either  side  has  no  other  right,  on  the  presentation  of  a 
consular  commission,  than  to  certify,  that  having  examined  it,  they 
find  it  according  to  rule.  The  governments  of  bodi  nations  have 
a  right,  and  that  of  your^s  has  exercised  it  as  to  us,  of  consider- 
ing the  character  of  the  person  appointed ;  the  place  for  which  he 
is  appointed,  and  other  material  circumstances ;  and  of  taking  pre- 
cautions as  to  his  conduct,  if  necessary  :  and  this  does  not  defeat 
the  general  object  of  the  convention,  which,  in  stipulating  diat  con- 
suls shall  be  permitted  on  both  sides,  could  not  mean  to  supersede 
reasonable  objections  to  particular  persons,  who  might  at  the  mo- 
ment be  obnoxious  to  the  nation  to  which  they  were  sent,  or  whose 
conduct  might  render  them  so  at  any  time  after.  In  fact,  every 
foreign  agent  depends  on  the  double  will  of  the  two  governments, 
of  that  which  sends  him,  and  of  thai  which  is  to  permit  the  exer- 
cise of  his  functions  within  their  territoiy ;  and  when  either  of 
these  wills  is  refused  or  witlidrawii,  his  authority  to  act  within  that 
territory  becomes  incomplete.  By  what  member  of  the  govern- 
ment the  right  of  giving  or  withdrawing  permission  is  to  be  exer- 
cised here,  is  a  question  on  which  no  foreign  agent  can  be  per- 
mitted to  make  himself  the  umpire.  It  is  sufficient  for  him,  under 
our  government,  that  he  is  informed  of  it  by  the  executive. 

On  an  examination  of  the  commissions  from  your  nation,  among 
our  records,  I  find  that  before  the  late  change  in  the  form  of  our 
government,  foreign  agents  were  addressed,  sometimes  to  the 
United  States,  and  sometimes  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  body  being  then  executive  as  well  as  legislative. 
Thus  the  commissions  of  Messrs.  L'Etombe,  Holker,  Daunemanis, 
Marbois,  Creve-coeur  and  Chateaufort,  have  all  this  clause, '  Prions 
et  requerons  nos  tres  chers  et  grands  amis  et  allies,  les  Etat  Unis 
de  I'Amerique  septentrionale,  leurs  gouverneurs,  et  autres  officiers, 
&c.  de  laisser  jouir,  &c.  le  dit  sieur,  he.  de  la  charge  de  notre 
consul,  &c.  On  the  change  in  the  form  of  our  government,  fo- 
reign nations,  not  undertaking  to  decide  to  what  member  of  the 
new  government  their  agents  should  be  addressed,  ceased  to  do 
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it  to  Congress,  and  adopted  the  general  address  to  the  United 
States,  before  cited.  This  was  done  b^  the  government  of  your 
own  nation,  as  appears  by  the  commissions  of  Messrs.  Mangourit 
and  La  Forest,  which  have  in  them  the  clause  before  cited.  So 
vour  own  commission  was,  net  as  M.  Gerond's  and  Luzeme^s  had 
been,  *  a  nos  tres  chers,  &c.  le  President  et  membres  du  Con- 
gres  general  des  Etats  Unis,'  &c.  but  *■  a  nos  tres  chers,  &lc.  les 
Etats  Unis  de  TAmerique,'  &c.  Under  this  general  address,  the 
proper  member  of  the  government  was  included,  and  could  take 
it  up.  When,  therefore,  it  was  seen  in  the  commissbns  of  Messrs. 
Dupont  and  Hauterieve,  that  your  executive  had  returned  to  the 
antient  address  to  Congress,  it  was  conceived  to  be  an  inatten- 
tion, insomuch,  that  I  do  not  lecollect  (and  I  do  not  think  it  mate- 
rial enough  to  inquire)  whether  I  noticed  it  to  you  either  verbally 
or  by  letter.  When 'that  of  M.  Danneiy  was  presented  with  the 
like  address,  being  obliged  to  notice  to  you  an  inaccuracy  of  an- 
other kind,  I  then  mentioned  that  of  tlie  address,  not  calling  it  ao 
innovation^  but  expressing  my  satisfaction,  which  is  still  entire, 
that  it  was  not  from  any  design  in  your  Executive  Council.*  The 
Exequatur  was  therefore  sent.  That  they  will  not  coniuder  our 
notice  of  it  as  an  innovation,  we  are  perfectly  secure.  No  go- 
v«arnment  can  disregard  formalities  more  than  ours.  But  when 
formalities  are  attacked  with  a  view  to  change  principles,  and  to 
introduce  an  entire  independence  of  foreign  agents  on  the  nation 
with  whom  they  reside,  it  becomes  material  to  defend  formalities. 
They  would  be  no  longer  triiles,  if  they  could,  in  defiance  of  the 
national  will,  continue  a  foreign  agent  among  us  whatever  might 
be  his  course  of  action.  Continuing,  therefore,  the  refusal  to  re- 
ceive any  commission  from  yoursdf,  addressed  to  an  improper 
member  of  the  government,  you  are  left  free  to  use  either  the 

feneral  one  to  the  United  States,  as  in  the  commissions  of  Messrs. 
fangourit  and  La  Forest  before  cited,  or  the  special  one,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jeffebson. 
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I.CTTSK  CLXXV. 


TO   THE    ATTORNKT    OBNERAL   OF  THE   UNITED    STATES. 


Sir, 


Philadelphta,  Deeembar  t8, 1793. 


The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  has  inclosed  to  me  a 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  which  he  addressed  to  you^ 
stating  that  some  libellous  publications  had  been  made  against 
him  by  Mi.  Jay,  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr. 
King,  one  of  the  Senators  for  the  State  of  New  York,  and  desiring 
that  they  might  be  prosecuted.  This  letter  has  been  laid  before 
the  Preadent,  according  to  the  request  of  the  minister ;  and  the 
President,  never  doubting  your  readiness  on  all  occasions  to  per* 
form  the  ifunctions  of  your  office,  yet  thinks  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  recommend  it  specially  on  the  present  occasion,  as  it  concerns 
a  public  character  peculiarly  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  lawif. 
Oh  the  other  hand,  as  our  citizens  ought  not  to  be  vexed  with 
groundless  prosecutions,  duty  to  them  requires  it  to  be  added, 
that  if  you  judge  the  prosecution  in  question  to  be  of  that  nature, 
you  consider  this  recommendation  as  not  extending  to  it ;  its  only 
object  being  to  engage  you  to  proceed  in  this  case  according  to 
the  duties  of  your  office,  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  privileges  of 
the  parties  concerned.  i  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th;  Jefferson.  ' 
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LETTER    CLXXVl. 


TO   E.   RANDOLPH. 


Monticello,  February  3,  1794. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  transmission  of  the  letters  from 
General  Gates,  La  Motte  and  Hauterieve.  I  perceive  by  the 
latter,  that  the  partisans  of  the  one  or  the  other  principle  (perhaps 
of  both)  have  thought  my  name  a  convenient  cover  for  declarar 
tions  of  their  own  sentiments.  What  those  are  to  which  Haute- 
rieve alludes,  I  know  not,  having  never  seen  a  newspaper  since  I 
left  Philadelphia,  (except  those  of  Richmond)  and  no  circum- 
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stances  authorise  him  to  expect  that  I  should  inquore  into  them, 
or  answer  him.  I  think  it  is  Montaigne  who  has  said,  that  igno- 
rance is  the  softest  pillow  on  which  a  man  can  rest  his  head.  I 
am  sure  it  is  true  as  to  every  thing  political,  and  shall  endeavor  to 
estrange  myself  to  every  thing  of  that  character.  I  indulge  my- 
self on  one  political  topic  only,  that  is,  in  declaring  to  my  country- 
men the  shameless  corruption  of  a  portion  of  the  Representatives 
in  the  first  and  second  Congresses,  and  their  implicit  devotion  to  the 
treasury.  I  think  I  do  good  in  this,  because  it  may  produce  ex- 
ertions to  reform  the  evil,  on  the  success  of  which  the  form  of  the 
government  is  to  depend. 

I  am  sorry  La  Motte  has  put  me  to  the  expense  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  livres  for  a  French  translation  of  an  English  poem, 
as  I  make  it  a  rule  never  to  read  translations  where  I  can  read  the 
original.  However,  the  question  now  is,  how  to  get  the  book 
brought  here,  as  well  as  the  communications  with  Mr.  Hammond 
which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  promise  me. 

This  is  the  first  letter  I  have  written  to  Philadelphia  since  my 
arrival  at  home,  and  yours  the  only  ones  I  have  received. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  sincere  esteem  and  respect.  Yours 
affectionately, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


♦ 


LETTER    CLXXVII. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Mouticello,  April  3,  1704. 

Dear  Sir, 

Our  post  having  ceased  to  ride  ever  since  the  inoculation  began 
in  Richmond,  till  now,  1  received  three  days  ago,  and  all  together, 
your  friendly  favors  of  March  the  2nd,  9th,  12th,  14th,  and  Colonel 
Monroe's  of  March  the  3rd  and  16th.  I  have  been  particularly 
gratified  by  the  receipt  of  the  papers  containing  yours  and  Smith's 
discussion  of  your  regulating  propositions.  These  debates  had  not 
been  seen  here  but  in  a  very  short  and  mutilated  form.  I  am  at 
no  loss  to  ascribe  Smith's  speech  to  its  true  father.  Every  tittle 
of  it  is  Hamilton's  except  the  introduction.  There  is  scarcely  any 
thing  there  which  I  have  not  heard  from  him  in  our  various  private, 
though  official  discussions.  The  very  turn  of  the  arguments  is  the 
same,  and  others  will  see  as  well  as  myself  that  the  style  is  Hamil- 
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QOfi^rehended  by  Sihitb,  much  less  devised  by  him.  His  repl^ 
shews  he  did  not  understand  his  first  speech;  as  its  general  infer 
liority  proves  its  legitimacy,  as  evidenily  as  it  does  the  bastai^dy  pf 
the  original.  You  know  we  had  understood  that  HamiltQQ.  had 
prepared  a  counter  report,  and  that  some  of  his  humble  servaatB 
in  Uie  Senatei  were  to  move  a  reference  to  him  in  order  t  pror 
duce  it.  Qut  I  suppose  they  thought  it  would  have  a  better  effect^ 
if  fired  off  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  find  the  report, 
however,  so  fully  justified,  that  the  anxieties  with  which  I  left  it 
are  perfectly  quieted.  In  this  quarter,  all  espouse  your  proposi- 
tions with  ardour,  and  without  a  dissenting  voice. 

The  rumor  of  a  declaration  of  war  has  given  an  opportunity  of 
seeing,  that  the  people  here,  though  attentive  to  the  loss  of  value 
of  their  produce  b  such  an  event,  yet  find  in  it  a  gratification  of 
some  other  passions,  and  particularly  of  their  antient  hatred  to 
Great  Britain.  Still  I  hope  it  will  not  come  to  that;  but  that  the 
proposition  will  be  carried,  and  justice  be  done  ourselves  in  a 
peaceable  way.  As  to  the  guarantee  of  the  French  islands,  what- 
ever doubts  may  be  entertained  of  the  moment  at  which  we  ought 
to  interpose,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  ought  to  interpose 
at  a  proper  time,  and  declare  both  to  England  and  France,  that 
these  islands  are  to  rest  with  France,  and  that  we  will  make  a  com- 
mon cause  witli  the  latter  for  that  object.  As  to  the  naval  arma- 
ment, the  land  armament,  and  the  marine  fortifications i which  are 
in  question  with  you,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  all  be  carried. 
Not  that  the  monocrats  a\id  papermen  in  Congress  want  war ;  but 
they  want  armies  and  debts ;  and  though  we  may  hope  that  the 
sound  part  of  Congress  is  now  so  augmented  as  to  insure  a  ma- 
jority in  cases  of  general  interest  merely,  yet  I  have  always  ob- 
served thai  in  questions  of  expense,  where  members  may  hope 
either  for  offices  or  jobs  for  themselves  or  their  friends,  some  few 
will  be  debauched,  and  that  is  sufficient  to  turn  tlie  decision  where 
a  majority  is,  at  most,  but  small.  I  have  never  seen  a  Philadelphia 
paper  since  I  left  it,  till  those  you  inclosed  me ;  and  I  feel  myself 
so  thoroughly  weaned  from  the  interest  I  took  in  the  proceedings 
there,  while  there,  that  I  have  never  had  a  wish  to  $ee  one,  and 
believe  that  I  never  shall  take  another  newspaper  of  any  sort.     I 

find  my  mind  totally  absorbed  in  my  rural  occupations. 

4         -!♦         *         *         *         *         *         *         » 


Accept  sincere  assurances  of  affection. 


Th:  Jefferson. 
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think  they  might  have  promoted  their  own  advantage  by  it,  atqd 
have  aided  Ae  introduction  of  improvement  where  it  is  more 
wanting.  The  prospect  of  wheat  for  the  ensuing  year  is  a  bad 
one.  This  is.  all  the  sort  of  news  you  can  expect  from  me. 
From  you  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  all  sorts  of  news,  and  and  par- 
ticularly any  improvements  in  the  arts  applicable  to  husbandry  or 
household  manufacture. 

I  am,  with  very  sincere  affection,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and 
servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CLXXIX. 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT. 

Monticello,  May  14, 179^. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  favor  of  April  the  24th,  and  received 
at  the  same  time,  Mr.  Bertrand's  agricultural  prospectus.  Though 
he  mentions  ray  having  seen  him  A  a  particular  place,  yet  I  re- 
member nothing  of  it,  and  observing  that  he  intimates  an  applica- 
tion for  lands  in  America,  I  conceive  his  letter  meant  for  me  as 
Secretary  of  State,  and  therefore  I  now  send  it  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  He  has  given  only  the  heads  of  his  demonstrations,  so 
that  nothing  can  be  conjectured  of  their  details.  Lord  Kaims 
once  proposed  an  essence  of  dung,  one  pint  of  which  should 
manure  an  acre.  If  he  or  Mr.  Bertrand  could  have  rendered  it 
so  portable,  I  should  have  been  one  of  those  who  would  have  been 
greatly  obliged  to  them.  I  find  on  a  more  minute  examination  of  • 
my  lands  than  the  short  visits  heretofore  made  to  them  permitted, 
that  a  ten  years'  abandonment  of  them  to  the  ravages  of  overseers, 
has  brought  on  them  a  degree  of  degradation  far  beyond  what  I 
had  expected.  As  this  obliges  me  to  adopt  a  milder  course  of 
cropping,  so  I  find  that  they  have  enabled  me  to  do  it,  by  having 
opened  a  great  deal  of  lands  during  my  absence.  I  have  there- 
fore determined  on  a  division  of  my  farms  into  six  fields,  to  be 
put  under  this  rotation  :  first  year,  wheat;  second,  corn,  potatoes, 
peas;  third,  rye  or  wheat,  according  to  circumstances;  fourth  and 
fifth,  clover  where  the  fields  will  bring  it,  and  buckwheat  dressings 
where  they  will  not;  sixth,  folding,  aud  buckwheat  dressings. 
But  it  will  take  me  from  three  to  six  years  to  get  this  plan  under 
VOL.  III.  39 
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way.  I  am  not  yet  satisfied  that  my  acquisition  of  overseers  from 
the  head  of  Elk  has  been  a  happy  one,  or  that  much  will  be  done 
this  year  towards  rescuing  my  plantations  from  their  wretched 
condition.  Time,  patience  and  perseverance  must  be  the  remedy : 
and  the  maxim  of  your  letter,  '  slow  and  sure,'  is  not  less  a  good 
one  in  agriculture  than  in  politics.  I  sincerely  wish  it  way  extri- 
cate us  from  the  eveni,  of  a  war,  if  this  can  be  done  saving  our 
faith  and  our  rights.  My  opinion  of  the  British  government  is, 
that  nothing  will  force  them  to  do  justice  but  the  loud  voice  of 
their  people,  and  that  this  can  never  be  excited  but  by  distressing 
their  commerce.  But  I  cherish  tranquillity  too  much,  to  sufier 
political  things  to  enter  my  mind  at  all.  I  do  not  forget  that  I  owe 
you  a  letter  for  Mr.  Young ;  but  I  am  waiting  to  get  full  informa- 
tion. With  every  wish  for  your  health  and  happiness,  and  my 
most  friendly  respects  for  Mrs.  Washington,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CLXXX, 


TO   THE    SECRETARY    OP    STATE. 


Afonticello,  September  7, 1794. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  August  the  28th  finds  me  in  bed,  under  a  pa- 
roxysm of  the  rheumatism  which  has  now  kept  me  for  ten  days 
in  constant  torment,  and  presents  no  hope  of  abatement.  But  the 
express  and  the  nature  of  the  case  requiring  immediate  answer,  I 
write  to  you  in  this  situation.  No  circumstances,  my  Dear 
Sir,  will  ever  more  tempt  me  to  engage  in  any  thing  public.  I 
thought  myself  perfectly  fixed  in  this  determination  when  I  left 
Philadelphia,  but  every  day  and  hour  since  has  added  to  its  in- 
flexibility. It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  retain  the  esteem  and 
approbation  of  the  President,  and  this  forms  the  only  g.  ound  of  any 
reluctance  at  being  unable  to  comply  with  every  wish  of  his. 
Pray  convey  these  sentiments  and  a  thousand  more  to  him,  which 
my  situation  does  not  permit  me  to  go  into.  But  however  suffer'- 
ing  by  the  addition  of  every  single  word  to  this  letter,  I  must  add 
a  solemn  declaration  that  neither  Mr.  J.  nor  Mr. ever  men- 
tioned to  me  one  word  of  any  want  of  decorum  in  Mr.  Car- 
michael,  nor  any  thing  stronger  or  more  special  than  stated  in  my 
notes  of  the  conversation.    Excuse  my  brevity,  my  Dear  Sir, 
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and  accept  assurances  of  the  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  affectionate  friend  and  ser- 
vant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  CLXyXI. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


MonticeUo,  December  28, 1794. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  kept  Mr.  Jays  letter  a  post  or  two,  with  an  intention  of 
considering  attentively  the  observations  it  contains :  but  I  have 
really  now  so  little  stomach  for  any  thing  of  that  kind,  that  I  have 
not  resolution  enough  even  to  endeavor  to  understand  the  obser- 
vations. I  therefore  return  the  letter,  not  to  delay  your  answer  to 
it,  and  beg  you  in  answering  for  yourself,  to  assure  him  of  my 
respects  and  thankful  acceptance  of  Chalmers'  Treaties,  which  I 
do  not  possess,  and  if  you  possess  yourself  of  the  scope  of  his  rea- 
soning, make  any  answer  to  it  you  please  for  me.  If  it  had  been  on 
the  rotation  of  my  crops,  I  would  have  answered  myself,  lengthily 
perhaps,  but  certainly  con  gusto. 

The  denunciation  of  the  democratic  societies  is  one  of  the  ex- 
traordinary acts  of  boldness  of  which  we  have  seen  so  many  from 
^  the  faction  of  monocrats.  It  is  wonderful  indeed,  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  have  permitted  himself  to  be  the  organ  of  such  an  at- 
tack on  the  freedom  of  discussion,  the  freedom  of  writing,  printing 
and  publishing.  It  must  be  a  matter  of  rare  curiosity  to  get  at  the 
modifications  of  these  rights  proposed  by  them,  and  to  see  what 
line  their  ingenuity  would  draw  between  democratical  societies, 
whose  avowed  object  is  the  nourishment  of  the  republican  princi- 
ples of  our  constitution,  and  the  society  of  the  Cincinnati,  a  self 
created  one,  carving  out  for  itself  hereditary  distinctions,  lowering 
over  our  constitution  eternally,  meeting  together  in  all  parts  of  the 
Union,  periodically,  with  closed  doors,  accumulating  a  capital  in 
their  separate  treasury,  corresponding  secretly  and  regularly,  and 
of  which  society  the  very  persons  denouncing  the  democrats  are 
themselves  the  fathers,  founders  and  high  officers.  Their  sight 
must  be  perfectly  dazzled  by  the  glittering  of  crowns  and  coro- 
nets, not  to  see  the  extravagance  of  the  proposition  to  suppress 
the  friends  of  general  freedom,  while  tliose  who  wish  to  confine 
that  freedom  to  the  few,  are  permitted  to  go  on  in  their  principles 
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and  practices.  I  here  put  out  of  sight  the  persons  whose  misbe- 
havior has  been  takeii  advantage  of  to  slander  the  friends  of  popu- 
lar rights ;  and  I  am  happy  to  observe,  that  as  far  as  the  circle  of 
my  observation  and  information  extends,  every  body  has  lost  sight 
of  them,  and  views  the  abstract  attempt  on  their  natural  and 
constitutional  rights  in  all  its  nakedness.  I  have  never  heard,  or 
heard  of,  a  single  expression  or  opinion  which  did  not  condemn  it 
as  an  inexcusable  aggression.  And  with  respect  to  the  transac- 
tions against  the  excise  law,  it  appears  to  me  that  you  are  all 
swept  away  in  tlie  torrent  of  governmental  opinions,  or  that  we  do 
not  know  what  these  transactions  have  been.  We  know  of  none 
which,  according  to  the  definitions  of  the  law,  have  been  any  thing 
more  than  riotous.  There  was  indeed  a  meeting  to  consult  about 
a  separation.  But  to  consult  on  a  question  does  not  amount  to  a 
determination  of  that  question  in  the  affirmative,  still  less  to  the 
acting  on  such  a  determination  :  but  we  shall  see,  I  suppose,  what 
the  court  lawyers,  and  courtly  judges,  and  would-be  ambassadors 
will  make  of  it.  The  excise  law  is  an  infernal  one.  The  first 
error  wan  to  admit  it  by  the  constitution  ;  the  second,  to  act  on 
that  admission  ;  the  third  and  last  will  be,  to  make  it  the  instru- 
ment of  dismembering  the  Union,  and  setting  us  all  afloat  to  choose 
what  part  of  it  we  will  adhere  to.  The  information  of  our  militia, 
returned  from  the  westward,  is  uniform,  that  though  the  people 
there  let  them  pass  quietly,  they  were  objects  of  their  laughter, 
not  of  their  fear ;  that  one  thousand  men  could  have  cut  oiT  their 
whole  force  in  a  thousand  places  of  the  Alleganey ;  that  their 
detestation  of  the  excise  law  is  universal,  and  has  now  associated 
to  it  a  detestation  of  the  government ;  and  that  separation  which 
perhaps  was  a  very  distant  and  problematical  event,  is  now  n^ar, 
and  certain,  and  determined  in  the  mind  of  every  man.  I  ex- 
pected to  have  seen  some  justification  of  arming  one  part  of  the 
society  against  another ;  of  declaring  a  civil  war  the  moment  before 
the  meeting  of  that  body  which  has  the  sole  right  of  declaring 
war  ;  of  being  so  patient  of  the  kicks  and  scoffs  of  our  enemies, 
and  rising  at  a  feather  against  our  friends ;  of  adding  a  million  to 
the  public  debt  and  deriding  us  with  recommendations  to  pay  it  if 
we  can,  6£c.  &.c.  But  the  part  of  the  speech  which  was  to  be 
taken  as  a  justification  of  the  armament,  reminded  me  of  parson 
Saunders'  demonstration  why  minus  into  minus  makes  plu^.  Af- 
ter a  parcel  of  shreds  of  stuff  from  ^sop's  fables  and  Tom 
Thumb,  he  jumps  all  at  once  into  his  ergo,  minus  muhiplied  into 
minus  makes  plus.  Just  so  the  fifteen  thousand  men  enter  after 
the  fables,  in  the  speech. 
However,  the  time  is  coming  when  we  shall  fetch  up  the  lee- 
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way  of  our  vessel.  The  changes  in  your  House,  I  see,  are  gcnng 
on  ibr  the  better,  and  even  the  Augean  herd  over  your  heads  are 
slowly  purging  off  their  impurities.  Hold  on  then,  my  dear  friend, 
that  we  may  nc.  shipwreck  in  the  mean  while.  I  do  not  see,  in 
the  minds  of  those  with  whom  I  converse,  a  greater  affliction  than 
the  fear  of  your  retirement ;  but  this  must  not  be,  unless  to  a 
more  splendid  and  a  more  efficacious  post.  There  I  should  re- 
joice to  see  you ;  I  hope  I  may  say,  I  shall  rejoice  to  see  you.  I 
have  long  bad  much  in  my  mind  to  say  to  you  on  that  subject. 
But  double  delicacies  have  kept  me  silent.  I  ought  perhaps  to 
say,  while  I  would  not  give  up  my  own  retirement  for  the  empire 
of  the  universe,  how  1  can  justify  wishing  one  whose  happiness  I 
have  so  much  at  heart  as  yours,  to  take  the  front  of  the  battle 
which  is  fighting  for  my  security.     This  would  be  easy  enough  to 

be  done,  but  not  at  the  heel  of  a  lengthy  epistle. 

****** 

Present  me  respectfully  to  Mrs.  Madison,  and  pray  her  to  keep 
you  where  you  are  for  her  own  satisfaction  and  the  pubUc  good, 
and  accept  the  cordial  affections  of  us  all.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CI.XXXII, 


TO    M.    D'lVERNOlS. 

Monticello,  February  6, 1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  several  favors  on  the  affairs  of  Geneva  found  me  here,  in 
the  month  of  December  last.  It  is  now  more  than  a  year  that  I 
have  withdrawn  myself  from  public  affairs,  which  I  never  liked  in 
my  life,  but  was  drawn  into  by  emergencies  which  threatened  our 
country  with  slavery,  but  ended  in  establishing  it  free.  I  have 
returned,  with  infinite  appetite,  to  the  enjoyment  of  my  farm,  my 
family  and  my  books,  and  had  determined  to  meddle  in  nothing 
beyond  their  limits.  Your  proposition,  however,  for  transplanting 
the  college  of  Geneva  to  my  own  country,  was  too  analogous  to  all 
my  attachments  to  science,  and  freedom,  the  first  born  daughter 
of  science,  not  to  excite  a  lively  interest  in  my  mind,  and  the 
essays  which  were  necessary  to  try  its  practicability.  This  de- 
pended altogether  on  the  opinions  and  dispositions  of  our  State 
legislature,  which  was  then  in  session.  I  immediately  communi- 
osted  your  papers  to  a  member  of  the  legislature,  whose  abilities 
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and  zeal  pointed  him  out  as  proper  for  it,  urging  him  to  sound  as 
many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  legislature  as  he  could, 'and 
if  he  found  their  opinions  favorable,  to  bring  forward  the  proposi- 
tion ;  but  if  he  should  find  it  desperate,  not  to  hazard  it :  because 
I  thought  it  best  not  to  commit  the  honor  either  of  our  State  or 
of  your  college,  by  an  useless  act  of  eclat.  It  was  not  till  within 
these  three  days  diat  I  have  had  an  interview  with  him,  and  an 
account  of  his  proceedings.  He  communicated  the  papers  to  a 
great  number  of  the  members,  and  discussed  them  maturely,  but 
privately,  with  them.  They  were  generally  well  disposed  to  the 
proposition,  and  some  of  them  warmly  :  however,  there  was  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  conclusion,  ir  t  it  could  not  be  effect- 
ed. The  reasons  which  they  thought  wouii  with  certainty  pre- 
vail against  it,  were  1.  that  our  youth,  not  familiarised  but  with 
their  mother  tongue,  were  not  prepared  to  receive  instructions  in 
any  other;  2.  that  the  expense  of  the  institution  would  excite  un- 
easiness in  their  constituents,  and  endanger  its  permanence ;  and  3, 
that  its  extent  was  disproportioned  to  the  narrow  state  of  the  po- 
pulation with  us.  Whatever  might  be  urged  on  these  several 
subjects,  yet  as  the  decision  rested  with  others,  there  remained  to 
us  only  to  regret  that  circumstances  were  such,  or  were  thought 
to  be  such,  as  to  disappoint  your  and  our  wishes. 

I  should  have  seen  with  peculiar  satisfaction  the  establishment 
of  such  a  mass  of  science  in  my  country,  and  should  probably  have 
been  tempted  to  approach  myself  to  it,  by  procuring  a  residence 
in  its  neighborhood,  at  those  seasons  of  the  year  at  least  when  the 
operations  of  agriculture  are  less  active  and  interesting.  I  sin- 
cerely lament  the  circumstances  which  have  suggested  this  emi- 
gration. I  had  hoped  that  Geneva  was  familiarised  to  such  a 
degree  of  liberty,  that  they  might  without  difficulty  or  danger  fill 
up  the  measure  to  its  maximum;  a  term,  which,  though  in  the 
insulated  man,  bounded  only  by  his  natural  powers,  must,  in  soci- 
ety, be  so  far  restricted  as  to  protect  himself  against  the  evil  pas- 
sions of  his  associates,  and  consequently,  them  against  him.  I 
suspect  that  the  doctrine,  that  small  States  alone  are  fitted  to  be 
republics,  will  be  exploded  by  experience,  with  some  other  bril- 
iant  fallacies  accredited  by  Montesquieu  and  other  political  writers. 
Perhaps  it  will  be  found,  that  to  obtain  a  just  republic  (and  it  is 
to  secure  our  just  rights  that  we  resort  to  government  at  all)  it 
must  be  so  extensive  as  that  local  egoisms  may  never  reach  its 
greater  part ;  that  on  every  particular  question,  a  majority  may  be 
found  in  its  councils  free  from  particular  interests,  and  giving, 
therefore,  an  uniform  prevalence  to  the  principles  of  justice.  The 
smaller  the  societies,  the  more  violent  and  more  convulsive  their 


\ 


311 


schisms.  We  have  chanced  to  live  in  an  age  which  will  probabty 
be  distinguished  in  history,  for  its  experiments  in  government  on  a 
larger  scale  than  has  yet  taken  place.  But  we  shall  not  live  to 
see  the  result.  The  grosser  absurdities,  such  as  hereditary  magis- 
tracies, we  shall  see  exploded  in  our  day,  long  experience  having 
already  pronounced  condemnation  against  them.  But  what  is  to 
be  the  substitute  ?  This  our  children  or  grand  children  will  answer. 
We  may  be  satisfied  with  the  certain  knowledge  that  none  can  ever 
be  tried,  so  stupid,  so  unrighteous,  so  oppressive,  so  destructive  of 
every  end  for  which  honest  men  enter  into  government,  as  that 
which  their  forefathers  had  established,  and  their  fathers  alone 
venture  to  tumble  headlong  from  the  stations  they  have  so  long 
abused.  It  is  unfortunate,  that  the  efforts  of  mankind  to  recover 
the  freedom  of  which  they  have  been  so  long  deprived,  will  be 
accompanied  with  violence,  with  errors,  and  even  with  crimes. 
But  while  we  weep  over  the  means,  we  must  pray  for  the  end. 

But  I  have  been  insensibly  led  by  the  general  complexion  of 
the  times,  from  the  particular  case  of  Geneva,  to  those  to  which  it 
bears  no  similitude.  Of  that  we  hope  good  things.  Its  inhabitants 
must  be  too  much  enlightened,  too  well  experienced  in  the  bles- 
sings of  freedom  and  undisturbed  industry,  to  tolerate  long  a  con- 
trary state  of  things.  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  that  their  govern- 
ment perfects  itself,  and  leaves  room  for  the  honest,  the  industrious 
and  wise ;  in  which  case,  your  own  talents,  and  those  of  the  persons 
for  whom  you  have  interested  yourself,  will,  I  am  sure,  find  wel- 
come and  distinction.  My  good  wishes  will  always  attend  you,  as 
a  consequence  of  the  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  am.  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


w. 
■B 


LETTER    CLXXXIIl. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Monticello,  April  27,  1796. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  March  the  23rd  came  to  hand  the  7th  of  April, 
and  notwithstanding  the  urgent  reasons  for  answering  a  part  of  it 
immediately,  yet  as  it  mentioned  that  you  would  leave  Philadel- 
phia within  a  few  days,  I  feared  that  the  answer  might  pass  you 
on  the  road.  A  letter  from  Philadelphia  by  the  last  post  having 
jounced  to  me  your  leaving  that  place  the  day  preceding  its 
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tiate,  I  am  ia  hopes  this  will  find  you  in  Orange.  In  mine,  to 
idiich  yours  of  March  the  23rd  was  an  answer,  I  expreised  my 
hope  of  the  only  change  of  position  I  ever  wished  to  see  you  make, 
and  1  expressed  it  with  entire  sincerity,  because  there  is  not  an- 
other person  ia  the  United  States,  who  being  placed  at  the  helm 
of  our  afiairs,  my  mind  would  be  so  completely  at  rest  for  the 
fortune  of  our  political  bark.  The  wish  too  was  pure,  and  unmix- 
ed with  any  thing  respecting  myself  personally. 

For  as  to  myself,  the  subject  had  been  thoroughly  weighed  and 
decided  on,  and  my  retirement  from  office  had  been  meant  from 
all  office  high  or  low,  without  exception.  1  can  say,  too,  with 
truth,  that  the  subject  had  not  been  presented  to  my  mind  by  any 
vanity  of  my  own.  I  know  myself  and  my  fellow  citizens  too  well 
to  have  ever  thought  of  it.  But  the  idea  was  forced  upon  me  by 
continual  insinuations  in  the  public  papers,  while  I  was  in  office. 
As  all  these  came  from  a  hostile  quarter,  I  knew  diat  their  object 
was  to  poison  the  public  mind  as  to  my  motives,  when  they  were 
not  able  to  charge  me  with  facts.  But  the  idea  being  once  pre- 
sented to  me,  my  own  quiet  required  that  I  should  face  it  and 
examine  it.  I  did  so  thoroughly,  and  had  no  difficulty  to  see  that 
every  reason  which  had  determined  me  to  retire  from  the  office 
I  then  held,  operated  more  strongly  agamst  that  which  was  insinu- 
ated to  be  my  object.  I  decided  then  on  those  general  grounds 
which  could  aione  be  present  to  my  mind  at  that  time,  that  is  to 
say,  reputation,  tranquility,  labor;  for  as  to  public  duty,  it  could 
not  be  a  topic  of  consideraUon  ir.  my  case.  If  these  general  con- 
siderations were  sufficient  to  ground  a  firm  resolution  never  to 
permit  myself  to  think  of  the  office,  or  be  thought  of  for  it,  the 
special  ones  which  have  supervened  on  my  retirement,  still  more 
insuperably  bar  the  door  to  it.  My  health  is  entirely  broken  down 
within  the  last  eight  months;  my  age  requires  that  I  should  place 
my  affairs  in  a  clear  state ;  these  are  sound  if  taken  care  of,  but 
(Capable  of  considerable  dangers  if  longer  neglected ;  and  above 
all  things,  the  delights  I  feel  in  the  society  of  my  family,  and  in  the 
agricultural  pursuits  in  which  I  am  so  eagerly  engaged.  The 
litde  spice  oi  ambition  which  I  had  in  my  younger  days  has  long 
since  evaporated,  and  I  set  still  less  store  by  a  posthumous  than 
present  name.  In  stating  to  you  the  heads  of  reasons  which  have 
produced  my  determination,  I  do  not  mean  an  opening  for  future 
discussion,  or  that  I  may  be  reasoned  out  of  it.  The  question  is 
for  ever  closed  with  me ;  my  sole  object  is  to  avail  myself  of  the 
first  opening  ever  given  me  from  a  friendly  quarter,  (and  I  could 
not  with  decency  do  it  before)  of  preventing  any  divis"  ■>n  or  loss 
of  votes,  which  might  be  fatal  to  the  republican  interest.    If  that 
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has  any  chance  of  prevailing,  it  must  be  by  avoiding  the  losb  of  a 
single  vote,  and  by  concentrating  all  its  strength  on  one  object. 
Who  this  should  be,  is  a  question  1  can  more  freely  discuss  with 
any  body  than  yourself.  In  this  1  painfully  feel  tiie  loss  of  Mon- 
roe. Had  he  been  here,  I  should  have  been  at  no  loss  for  a  chan- 
nel through  which  to  make  myself  understoood ;  if  1  have  been 
misunderstood  by  any  body  tlirough  the  instrumentality  of  Mr. 
Fenno  and  his  abettors.  I  long  to  see  you.  I  am  proceeHing  in 
my  agricultural  plans  with  a  slow  but  sure  step.  To  get  under 
full  way  will  require  four  or  five  years.  But  patience  and  perse- 
verance will  accomplish  it.  My  little  essay  in  red  clover,  the  last 
year,  has  had  the  most  encouraging  success.  I  sowed  then  about 
forty  acres.  I  have  sowci  this  year  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty,  which  the  rain  now  falling  comes  very  opportunely  on. 
From  one  hundred  and  sixty  to  two  hundred  acres,  will  be  my 
yearly  sowing.  The  seed-box  described  in  the  agricultural  trans- 
actions of  New  York,  reduces  the  expense  of  seeding  from  six 
shillings  to  two  shillings  and  three  pence  the  acre,  and  does  the 
business  better  than  is  possible  to  be  done  by  the  human  hand. 
May  we  hope  a  visit  from  you  ?  If  we  may,  let  it  be  after  the 
middle  of  May,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  be  relumed  from  Bed- 
ford. I  have  had  a  proposition  to  meet  Mr.  Henry  there  this 
month,  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  a  convention,  to  the  calling  of 
which  he  is  now  become  a  convert.  The  session  of  our  district 
court  furnished  me  a  just  excuse  for  the  time ;  but  the  impropriety 
of  my  entering  into  consultation  on  a  measure  in  which  I  would 
take  no  part,  is  a  permanent  one. 

Present  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  Mrs.  Madison,  and 
be  assured  of  the  warm  attachment  of.  Dear  Sir,  yours  affection- 
ately, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


hit 


LETTER    CLXXXIV. 


TO    WILLIAM    B.    GILES. 


Moaticello,  April  27,  1795. . 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  16tli  came  to  hand  by  the  last  post.     I  sin- 
cerely congratulate  you  on  the  great  prosperities  of  our  two  first 
allies,  the  French  and  Dutch.     If  I  could  but  see  them  now 
at  peace  with  the  rest  of  their  continent,  I  should  have  little  doubt 
▼OL.  III.  40 
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of  diniog  with  Pichegru  in  London,  next  autumn ;  for  I  beliere  I 
should  be  tempted  to  leave  mj  clover  for  a  while,  to  go  and  hail 
the  dawn  of  liberty  and  republicanism  in  that  island.  I  shall  be 
rendered  very  happy  by  the  visit  you  promise  me.  The  only 
thing  wanting  to  make  me  completely  so,  is  the  more  frequent  socie- 
ty of  my  friends.  It  is  the  more  wanting,  as  I  am  become  more 
irmly  fixed  to  the  glebe.  If  you  visit  me  as  a  farmer,  it* must  be 
as  a  condisciple:  for  I  am  but  a  learner;  an  eager  one  indeed, 
but  yet  desperate,  being  too  old  now  to  learn  a  new  art.  How- 
ever, I  am  as  much  delighted  and  occupied  with  it,  as  if  I  ^m  the 
greatest  adept.  I  shall  talk  with  you  about  it  from  morning  till 
night,  and  put  you  on  very  short  allowance  as  to  political  aliment. 
Now  and  then  a  pious  ejaculation  for  the  French  and  Dutch  re- 
publicans, returning  with  due  despatch  to  clover,  potatoes,  wheat, 
8ic.  That  I  may  not  lose  the  pleasure  promised  me,  let  it  not  be 
till  the  middle  of  May,  by  which  time  I  shall  be  returned  from  a 
trip  I  meditate  to  Bedford. 

Yours  affectionately, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER     CLXXXV. 


THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    MANN    PAGE. 


Monticello,  August  30,  1795. 


I  ^> 


It  was  not  in  my  power  to  attend  at  Fredericksburg  according 
to  the  kind  invitation  in  your  letter,  and  in  that  of  Mr.  Ogilvie. 
The  heat  of  the  weather,  the  business  of  the  farm,  to  which  1  have 
made  myself  necessary,  forbade  it;  and  to  give  one  round  reason 
for  all,  mature  sanus,  I  have  laid  up  my  Rosinante  in  his  stall, 
before  his  unfitness  for  the  road  shall  expose  him  faultering  to  the 
world.  Bat  why  did  not  I  answer  you  in  time  ?  Because,  in  truth, 
I  am  encouraging  myself  to  grow  lazy,  and  I  was  sure  you  would 
ascribe  the  delay  to  any  thing  sooner  than  a  want  of  affection  or 
respect  to  you,  for  this  was  not  among  the  possible  causes.  In 
truth,  if  any  thing  could  ever  induce  me  to  sleep  anotlier  night  out 
of  my  own  house,  it  would  have  been  your  friendly  invitation  and 
my  solicitude  for  the  subject  of  <t,  the  education  of  our  youth.  I 
do  most  anxiously  wish  to  see  the  highest  degrees  of  education 
given  to  the  higher  degrees  of  genius,  and  to  all  degrees  of  it,  so 
nmich  as  may  enable  them  to  read  and  understand  what  is  going 
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on  in  the  world,  and  to  keep  their  part  of  it  going  on  right :  for 
nothmg  can  it  keep  it  right  but  their  own  vigilant  and  distrustful 
superintendance.     I  do  not  believe  with  the  Rochefoucaults  and 
MontaigncSj  that  fourteen  out  of  fifteen  men  are  rogues :  I  believe 
a  great  abatement  from  that  proportion  may  be  made  in  favor  of 
general  honesty.     But  I  have  always  found  that  rogues  would  be 
uppermost,  and  I  do  not  know  that  the  proportion  is  too  strong  lor 
the  higher  orders,  and  for  those  who,  rising  above  the  swinish  multi- 
tude, always  contrive  to  nestle  themselves  into  the  places  of  power 
and  profit.     These  rogues  set  rut  with  stealing  the  peoples'  good 
opinion,  and  then  steal  from  them  the  righ.  of  withdrawing  it,  by 
coitriving  laws  and  associations  against  the  power  of  the  people 
themselves.     Our  part  of  the  country  is  in  considerable  fermenta- 
tion, on  what  they  suspect  to  be  a  recent  roguery  of  this  kind. 
They  say  that  while  all  hands  were  below  deck  mending  sails, 
splicing  ropes,  and  every  one  at  his  own  business,  and  the  captain 
in  his  cabin  attending  to  his  log  book  and  chart,  a  rogue  of  a  pilot 
has  run  them  into  an  enemy's  port.     But  metaphor  apart,  there  is 
much  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Jay  and  his  treaty.     For  my  part,  I 
consider  myself  now  but  as  a  passenger,  leaving  the  world  and  its 
government  to  those  who  are  likely  to  live  longer  in  it.     That  you 
may  be  among  the  longest  of  these,  is  my  sincere  prayer.     After 
begging  you  to  be  the  bearer  of  my  compliments  and  apologies  to 
Mr.  Ogilvie,  I  bid  you  an  affectionate  farewell,  always  wishing  to 
hear  from  you. 


"s?-    -a 


LETTER     CLXXXVI. 


THOMAS   JEFFERSON    TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Monticello,  September  21,  1796. 

I  received  about  three  weeks  ago,  a  box  containing  six  dozen 
volumes,  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  pages,  12  mo.  with  a 
letter  from  Lambert,  Beckley's  clerk,  that  they  came  from  Mr. 
Beckley,  and  were  to  be  divided  between  yourself,  J.  Walker, 
and  myself.  I  have  sent  two  dozen  to  J.  Walker,  and  shall  be 
glad  01  a  conveyance  for  yours.  In  the  mean  time,  I  send  you  by 
post,  the  title  page,  table  of  contents,  and  one  of  the  pieces,  Cur- 
tius,  lest  it  should  not  have  come  to  you  otherwise.  It  is  evi- 
dently written  by  Hamilton,  givmg  a  first  and  general  view  of  the 
subject,  that  the  public  mind  might  be  kept  a  little  in  check,  till  he 
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could  resume  the  subject  more  at  large  from  the  beginning,  under 
his  second  signature  of  Camillus.  The  piece  called  '  The  Fea- 
tures of  the  treaty,'  I  do  not  send,  because  you  have  seen  it  in 
the  newspapers.  It  is  said  to  be  written  by  Coxe,  but  I  should 
rather  suspect,  by  Bcckley.  The  antidote  is  certainly  not  strong 
enough  for  the  poison  of  Curtius.  If  I  had  not  been  informed 
the  present  came  from  Beckley,  I  should  have  suspected  it  from 
Jay  or  Hamilton.  I  gave  a  copy  or  two,  by  way  of  experiment, 
to  honest  sound  hearted  men  of  common  understanding,  and  they 
were  not  able  to  parry  the  sophistry  of  Curtius.  I  have  ceased 
therefoie,  to  give  them.  Hamilton  is  really  a  colorsus  to  the 
anti-republican  party.  Without  numbers^  he  is  an  host  within 
himself.  They  have  got  themselves  mto  a  defile,  where  they  might 
be  finished ;  but  too  much  security  on  the  republican  part  will 
give  time  to  his  talents  and  indefatigableness  to  extricate  them. 
We  have  had  only  middling  performances  to  oppose  to  him.  In 
truth,  when  he  comes  forward,  there  is  nobody  but  yourself  who  can 
meet  him.  His  adversaries  having  begun  the  attack,  he  has 
the  advantage  of  answering  them,  and  remains  ur.answered  him- 
self. A  solid  reply  might  yet  completely  demolish  what  was  too 
feebly  attacked,  and  has  gathered  strength  from  the  weakness  oC 
the  attack.  The  merchants  were  certainly  (except  those  of  them 
who  are  English)  as  open  mouthed* at  first  against  the  treaty,  as  any. 
But  the  general  expression  of  indignation  has  alarmed  them  for 
the  strength  of  the  government.  They  have  feared  the  shock 
would  be  too  great,  and  have  chosen  to  tack  about  and  support 
both  treaty  and  government,  rather  tlian  risk  the  government. 
Thus  it  is,  that  Hamilton,  Jay,  &c.  in  the  boldest  act  they  ever 
ventured  on  to  undermine  the  government,  have  the  address  to 
screen  themselves,  and  direct  the  hue  and  cry  against  those  who 
wished  to  drag  them  into  light.  A  bolder  party-stroke  was  never 
struck.  For  it  certainly  is  an  attempt  of  a  party,  who  find  they 
have  lost  their  majority  in  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  \o  make 
a  law  by  the  aid  of  the  other  branch  and  of  the  executive,  under 
color  of  a  treaty,  which  shall  bind  up  the  hands  of  the  adverse 
branch  from  ever  restraining  the  commerce  of  their  patron-nation. 
There  appears  a  pause  at  present  in  the  public  sentiment,  which 
may  be  followed  by  a  revulsion.  This  is  the  effect  of  the  dese>'- 
tion  of  the  merchants,  of  the  President's  chiding  answer  to  Boston 
and  Richmond,  of  the  writings  of  Curtius  and  Camillus,  and  of  the 
quietism  into  which  people  naturally  fall  after  first  sensations  are 
over.  For  God's  sake  take  up  your  pen,  and  give  a  fundamental 
reply  to  Curtius  and  Camillus.     Adieu  affectionately. 
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LETTER   CLXXXVII. 

TO    EDWARD    RUTLEDGE. 

Monticello,  November  30,  1795. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  October  the  12th  by  your  son,  who 
has  been  kind  enough  to  visit  me  here,  and  from  whose  visit  I 
have  received  all  that  pleasure  which  1  do  from  whatever  comes 
from  you,  and  especially  from  a  subject  so  deservedly  dear  to  you. 
He  found  me  in  a  retirement  I  doat  on,  living  like  an  antediluvian 
patriarch  among  my  children  and  grand  children,  and  tilling  my 
soil.  As  he  had  lately  come  from  Philadelphia,  Boston,  &c.  he 
was  able  to  give  me  a  great  deal  of  information  of  what  is  passing 
in  the  world,  and  I  pestered  him  with  questions  pretty  much  as 
our  friends  Lynch,  Nelson,  &,c.  will  us,  when  we  step  across  the 
Styx,  for  they  will  wish  to  know  \diat  has  been  passing  above 
ground  since  they  left  us.  You  hope  I  have  not  abandoned  en- 
tirely the  service  of  our  country.  After  five  and  twenty  years' 
continual  employment  in  it,  I  trust  it  will  be  thought  I  have  ftdfilled 
my  tour,  like  a  punctual  soldier,  and  may  claim  my  discharge. 
But  I  am  glad  of  the  sentiment  from  you,  my  friend,  because  it 
gives  a  hope  you  will  practise  what  you  preach,  and  come  forward 
in  aid  of  the  public  vessel.  I  will  not  admit  your  old  excuse,  that 
you  are  in  public  service  though  at  home.  The  campaigns  which 
are  fought  in  a  man's  own  house  are  not  to  be  counted.  The 
present  situation  of  the  President,  unable  to  get  the  offices  filled, 
really  calls  with  uncommon  obligation  on  those  whom  nature  has 
fitted  for  them.  I  join  with  you  in  thinking  the  treaty  an  execrable 
thing.  But  both  negotiators  must  have  understood,  that,  as  there 
were  articles  in  it  which  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  legislatures  on  both  sides,  therefore  it  must 
be  referred  to  them,  and  that  these  legislatures  being  free  agents, 
would  not  give  it  their  support  if  they  disapproved  ol  it.  I  trust 
the  popular  branch  of  our  legislature  will  disapprove  of  it,  and  thus 
rid  us  of  this  infamous  act,  which  is  really  nothing  more  than  a 
treaty  of  alliance  between  England  and  the  Anglomen  of  this 
country,  against  the  legislature  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  my  dear  friend,  yours  aflfectionately, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER     CLXXXVIIl. 


TO    WILLIAM    B.    GILES. 


Monticello,  December  31, 1795. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favors  of  December  the  15th  and  20th  came  to  hand  by 
the  last  post.  I  am  well  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  your 
House  have  testified  their  sense  of  the  treaty :  while  their  refusal  to 
pajs  the  original  clause  of  the  reported  answer  proved  their  con- 
demnation of  it,  the  contrivance  to  let  it  disappear  silently  respect- 
ed appearances  in  favor  of  the  President,  who  errs  as  other  men 
do,  but  errs  with  integrity.  Randolph  seems  to  have  hit  upon 
the  true  theory  of  our  constitution  ;  that  when  a  treaty  is  made, 
involving  matters  confided  by  the  constitution  to  the  three  branches 
of  the  legislature  conjoindy,  the  Representatives  are  as  free  as  the 
President  and  Senate  were,  to  consider  whether  the  national  inte- 
rest requires  or  forbids  their  giving  the  forms  and  force  of  law  to 
the  articles  over  which  they  have  a  power.  I  thank  you  much 
for  the  pamphlet.  His  narrative  is  so  straight  and  plain,  that  even 
those  who  did  not  know  him  will  acquit  him  of  the  charge  of  bri- 
bery. Those  who  knew  him  had  done  it  from  the  first.  Though 
he  mistakes  his  own  political  character  in  the  aggregate,  yet  he 
gives  it  to  you  in  the  detail.  Thus,  he  supposes  himself  a  man  of 
no  party  (page  57)  ;  that  his  opinions  not  containing  any  systematic 
adherence  to  party,  fell  sometimes  on  one  side  and  sometimes  on 
the  other  (page  58).  Yet  he  gives  you  these  facts,  which  shew  that 
they  fall  generally  on  both  sides,  and  are  complete  inconsistencies. 

1 .  He  never  gave  an  opinion  in  the  cabinet  against  the  rights  of 
the  people  (page  97) ;  yet  he  advised  the  denunciation  of  the  popu- 
lar societies  (page  67). 

2.  He  would  not  neglect  die  overtures  of  a  commercial  treaty 
with  France  (page  79) ;  yet  he  always  opposed  it  while  Attorney 
General,  and  never  seems  to  have  proposed  it  while  Secretary  of 
State. 

3.  He  concurs  in  resorting  to  the  militia  to  q*^ell  the  pretended 
insurrections  in  the  west  (page  81),  and  proposes  an  augmentation 
from  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  to  fifteen  thousand,  to  march 
against  men  at  their  ploughs  (page  80) ;  yet  on  the  5th  of  August 
he  is  against  their  marching  (pages  83,  101),  and  on  the  25th  of 
August  he  is  for  it  (page  84). 

4.  He  concur?  in  the  measure  of  a  mission  extraordinary  to 
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London  (as  is  inferred  from  page  58),  but  objects  to  the  men,  to 
mil  Hamilton  and  Jay  (page  50). 

5.  He  was  against  granting  commercial  powers  to  Mr.  Jay 
(page  58) ;  yet  he  besieged  the  doors  of  the  Senate  to  procure 
their  advice  to  ratify. 

6.  He  advises  the  President  to  a  ratification  on  the  merits  of 
the  treaiy  (page  97),  but  to  a  suspension  till  the  provision  order  is 
repealed  (page  98).  The  fact  is,  that  he  has  generally  given  his 
principles  to  the  one  party,  and  his  practice  to  the  other,  the  oyster 
to  one,  the  shell  to  the  other.  Unfortunately,  the  shell  was  gene- 
rally the  lot  of  his  friends,  the  French  and  republicans,  and  the 
oyster  of  their  antagonists.  Had  he  been  firm  to  the  principles  he 
professes  in  the  year  1793,  the  President  would  have  been  kept 
from  an  habitual  concert  with  the  British  and  anti-republican  party. 
But  at  that  time,  1  do  not  know  which  R.  feared  most,  a  British 
fleet,  or  French  disorganisers.  Whether  his  conduct  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  a  superior  view  of  things,  an  adherence  to  right  with- 
out regard  to  party,  as  he  pretends,  or  to  an  anxiety  to  trim  be- 
tween both,  those  who  know  his  character  and  capacity  will  decide. 
Were  parties  here  divided  merely  by  a  greediness  for  office,  as  in 
England,  to  take  a  part  with  either  would  be  unworthy  of  a  rea- 
sonable or  moral  man.  But  where  the  principle  of  difference  is 
as  substantial,  and  as  strongly  pronounced  as  between  the  republi- 
cans and  the  monocrats  of  our  country,!  hold  it  as  honorable  to  take 
a  firm  and  decided  part,  and  as  immoral  to  pursue  a  middle  line, 
as  between  the  parties  of  honest  men  and  rogues,  into  which  every 
country  is  divided. 

A  copy  of  the  pamphlet  came  by  this  post  to  Charlottesville.  I 
suppose  WQ  shall  be  able  to  judge  soon  what  kind  of  impression  it 
is  likely  to  make.  It  has  been  a  greui  treat  to  me,  as  it  is  a  con- 
tinuation of  that  cabinet  history,  with  the  former  part  of  which  I 
was  intimate.  I  remark,  in  the  reply  of  the  President,  a  small 
travestie  of  the  sentiment  contained  in  the  answer  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives. They  acknowledge  that  he  has  contributed  a  great 
share  to  the  national  happiness  by  his  services.  He  thanks  them 
for  gscribing  lo  his  agency  a  great  share  of  those  benefits.  The 
former  keeps  in  view  the  co-operation  of  others  towards  the  public 
good.  The  latter  presents  to  view  his  sole  agency.  At  a  time 
when  there  would  have  been  less  anxiety  to  publish  to  the  people 
a  strong  approbation  from  your  House,  this  strengthening  of  your 
expression  would  not  have  been  noticed. 

Our  attentions  have  been  so  absorbed  by  the  first  manifestation 
of  the  sentiments  of  your  House,  that  we  have  lost  sight  of  our  own 
legislature  ;  insomuch,  that  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  sdtting 
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or  not.  The  rejection  of  Mr.  Rutledge  by  the  Senate  is  a  bold 
thing  ;  because  they  cannot  pretend  any  objection  to  him  but  his 
disapprobation  of  the  treaty.  It  is,  of  course,  a  declaration  that 
they  will  receive  none  but  tories  hereafter  into  any  department  of 
the  government.  I  should  not  wonder  if  Monroe  were  to  be  re- 
called, under  the  idea  of  his  being  of  the  partisans  of  France,  whom 
the  President  considers  as  the  partisans  of  war  and  confusion^  in 
his  'etter  of  July  the  31st,  and  as  disposed  to  excite  them  to  hostile 
measures,  or  at  least  to  unfriendly  sentiments  ;  a  most  infatuated 
blindness  to  the  true  character  of  the  sentiments  entertained  in 
favor  of  France.  The  bottom  of  my  page  warns,  me  that  it  is 
time  to  end  my  commentaries  on  the  facts  you  have  furnished  me. 
You  would  of  course,  however,  wish  to  know  the  sensations  here 
on  those  facts. 

My  friendly  respects  to  Mr.  Madison,  to  whom  the  next  week's 
dose  will  be  directed.     Adieu  afiectionately. 

Th:   j£FFERSON. 


LETTER    CLXXXIX. 


TO    JAMES    MADIS0N> 


Monticeilo,  March  6, 1796. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  F^ebruary  the  21st,  since  which  I  have  received 
yours  of  the  same  day.  Indeed,  mine  of  that  date  related  only 
to  a  single  article  in  yours  of  January  the  31st  and  February  the 
7th.  I  Jo  not  at  all  wonder  at  the  condition  in  which  the  finances 
of  the  Unite^l  States  are  found.  Hamilton's  object  fi*om  the  be- 
ginning, was  to  thiow  them  into  forms  which  should  be  utterly  un- 
decypherable.  I  ever  said  he  did  not  understand  their  condition 
himself,  nor  was  able  to  give  a  clear  view  of  the  excess  of  our 
debts  beyond  our  credits,  nor  whether  we  were  diminishing  oi 
increasing  the  debt.  My  own  opinion  was,  that  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  government  to  the  time  I  ceased  to  attend  to 
the  subject,  we  had  been  increasing  our  debt  about  a  million  of 
dollars  annually.  If  Mr.  Gallatin  would  undertake  to  reduce  this 
chaos  to  order,  present  us  with  a  clear  view  of  our  finances,  and 
put  them  into  a  form  as  simple  as  they  will  admit,  he  will  merit 
immortal  honor.  The  accounts  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be, 
and  may  be  made  as  simple  as  those  of  a  common  farmer,  and 
capable  of  being  understood  by  common  farmers. 

Disapproving,  as  I  do,  of  the  unjustifiable  largess  to  the  de- 
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mands  of  the  Count  de  Grasse,  I  will  certainly  not  propose  to  rivet 
it  by  a  second  example  on  behalf  of  M.  de  Chastellux's  son.  It 
will  only  be  done  in  the  event  of  such  a  repetition  of  the  prece- 
dent, as  will  give  every  one  a  right  to  share  in  the  plunder.  It  is, 
indeed,  surprising  you  have  not  yet  received  the  British  treaty  in 
form.  I  presume  you  would  never  receive  it  were  not  your  co- 
operation on  it  necessary.  But  this  will  oblige  the  formal  notifi- 
cation of  it  to  you. 

My  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison,  friendly  esteem  to  Mr.  Giles, 
Page,  &,c.     I  am,  with  sincere  affection,  yours, 

Th:  Jefferson.  , 
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P.  S.  Have  you  considered  all  the  consequences  of  your  pro- 
position respecting  post  roads?  I  view  it  as  a  source  of  boundless 
patronage  to  the  executive,  jobbing  to  members  of  Congress  apd 
their  friends,  and  a  bottomless  abyss  of  public  money.  You  will 
begin  by  only  appropriating  the  surplus  of  the  post  office  revenue*: 
but  the  other  revenues  will  zrton  be  called  in  to  their  aid,  a^^  it 
will  be  a  source  of  eterna'  sciamble  among  the  members,  who' can 
get  the  most  money  wasted  in  their  State ;  and  they  will  always  get 
most  who  are  meanest.  We  have  thought,  hitherto,  that  the  roads 
of  a  State  could  not  be  so  well  administered  even  by  tlie  State 
legislature  as  by  the  magistracy  of  the  county,  on  the  spot.  How 
will  they  be  when  a  men  r  of  New  Hampshire  is  to  mark  out  a 
road  for  Georgia?  Does  llic  power  to  establish  post  roads,  j^iven  you 
by  the  constitution,  mean  that  you  shall  make  the  roads,  or  only  se- 
lect from  those  already  made  those  on  which  there  shall  be  a  post? 
If  the  term  be  equivocal,  (and  I  really  do  not  think  it  so)  which  is 
the  safest  construction  ?  That  which  permits  a  majority  of  Congress 
to  go  to  cutting  down  mountains  and  bridging  of  rivers,  or  the 
other,  which  if  too  restricted  may  be  referred  to  the  States  for  amend- 
ment, securing  still  due  measures  and  proportion  among  us,  and 
providing  some  means  of  information  to  the  members  of  Congress 
tantamount  to  that  ocular  inspection,  which,  even  in  our  county 
determinations,  the  magistrate  finds  cannot  be  supplied  by  any 
other  evidence  ?  The  fortification  of  hp-bors  was  liable  to  great 
objection.  Bu^  national  circumstances  furnished  some  color.  In 
this  case  there  is  none.  The  roads  of  America  are  the  best  in 
the  world  except  those  of  France  and  England.  But  does  the 
state  of  our  population,  th^/,e.xtent  of  our  internal  commerce,  the 
want  of  seajand  river  navigation,  call  for  such  expense  on  roads 
here,  or  ;9t!p.vqur  means  adequate  to  it?  Think  of  all  this,  and  a 
great  dieflr.rr\ore. which  your  good  judgmeflt  will  suggest,  and  par- 
don in^  freedom.  '         .  T.  J. 
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LETTER    CXC. 


THOMAS    JEFFERSON   TO    WILLIAM   B.    GILES. 


I  know  uot  when  I  have  received  greater  satisfaction  than  on 
reading  the  speech  of  Dr.  Lieb,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly. 
He  calls  himself  a  new  member.     I  congratulate  honest  republi- 
canism on  such  an  acquisition,  and  promise  myself  much  from  a 
career  which  begins  on  such  elevated  ground.     We  are  in  sus- 
pense here  to  see  the  fate  and  effect  of  Mr.  Pitt's  bill  against 
democratic  societies.     I  wish  extremely  to  get  at  the  true  history 
of  this  effort  to  suppress  freedom  of  meeting,  speaking,  writing 
and  printing.     Your  acquaintance  with  Sedgewick  will  enable  you 
to  do  it.     Pray  get  the  outlines  of  the  bill  he  intended  to  have 
brought  in  for  this  purposo.     This  will  enable  us  to  judge  whether 
we  have  the  merit  of  the  invention  j  whether  we  were  really  be- 
forehand with  the  British  minister  on  this  subject;  whether  he 
took  his  hint  from  our  proposition,  or  whether  the  concurrence  in 
sentiment  is  merely  the  result  of  the  general  truth  that  great  men 
will  think  alike  and  act  alike,  though  without  intercommunication. 
I  am  serious  in  desiring  extremely  the  outlines  of  the  bill  intended 
for  us.     From  the  debates  on  the  subject  of  our  seamen,  I  am 
afraid  as  much  harm  as  good  will  be  done  by  our  endeavors  to 
arm  our  seamen  against  impressments.     It  is  proposed  to  register 
them  and  give  them  certificates.     But  these  certificates  will  be 
lost  in  a  thousand  ways :  a  sailor  will  neglect  to  take  his  certifi- 
cate :  he  is  wet  twenty  times  in  a  voyage  :  if  he  goes  ashore  with- 
out it,  he  is  impressed ;  if  with  it,  he  gets  drunk,  it  is  lost,  stolen 
from  him,  taken  from  him,  and  then  the  want  of  it  gives  authority 
to  impress,  which  does  not  exist  now.     After  ten  years*  attention 
to  the  subject,  I  have  never  been  able  to  devise  any  thing  effect- 
ual, but  that  the  circumstance  of  an  American  bottom  be  made 
ipso  facto,  a  protection  for  a  number  of  seamen  proportioned  to 
her  tonnage ;  that  American  captains  be  obliged,  when  called  on  by 
foreign  officers,  to  parade  tho  men  on  deck,  which  would  shew 
whether  they  exceeded  their  own  quota,  and  allow  the  foreign 
officer  to  send  two  or  three  persons  aboard  and  hunt  for  any  sus- 
pected to  be  concealed.     This,  Mr.  Pinckney  was  instructed  to 
insist  upon  with  Great  Britain;  to  accept  of  nothing  short  of  it; 
and,  most  especially,  not  to  agree  that  a  certificate  of  citizenship 
should  be  requirable  from  our  seamen ;  because  it  would  be  made 
a  ground  for  the  authorised  impressment  of  them.    |  -am  still 
satisfied  that  such  a  protection  will  place  them  in  a  woPs«^  Situation 
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than  they  are  at  present  It  is  true,  the  British  minister  has  not 
shewn  any  disposition  to  accede  to  my  proposition  ;  but  it  was  not 
totally  rejected :  and  if  he  still  refuses,  lay  a  duty  of  one  penny 
sterling  a  yard  on  British  oznaburgs,  to  make  a  fund  for  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  agents  you  are  obliged  to  employ  to  seek  out 
our  suffering  seamen.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Ames  and  the  British  treaty.  The  newspapers  had  said  they 
would  arrive  together.  We  have  had  a  fine  winter.  Wheat  looks 
well.  Corn  is  scarce  and  dear.  Twenty-two  shillings  here, 
thirty  shillings  in  Amherst.  Our  blossoms  are  but  just  opening. 
I  have  begun  the  demolition  of  my  house,  and  hope  to  get  through 
its  re-edification  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  We  shall  have 
the  eye  of  a  brick-kiln  to  poke  you  into,  or  an  octagon  to  air  you 
in.  Adieu  affectionately. 
March  19,  1796. 


LETTER    CXCI. 


TO    COLONEL    MONROE. 

Monticello,  March  21, 1796. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  on  the  2nd  instant,  and  now  take  the  liberty  of 
troubling  you,  in  order  to  have  tlie  inclosed  letter  to  M.  Gautier 
safely  handed  to  him.  I  will  thank  you  for  information  that  it  gets 
safely  to  hand,  as  it  is  of  considerable  importance  to  him,  to  the 
United  States,  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  to  myself,  by  convey- 
ing to  him  the  final  arrangement  of  the  accounts  of  Grand  and 

company  with  all  those  parties. 

********* 

The  British  treaty  has  been  formally,  at  length,  laid  before  Con- 
gress. All  America  is  a  tip  toe  to  see  what  tlie  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives will,  decide  on  it.  We  conceive  the  constitutional  doc- 
trine to  be,  that  though  the  President  and  Senate  have  the  general 
power  of  making  treaties,  yet  wherever  they  include  in  a  treaty 
matters  confided  by  the  constitution  to  the  three  branches  of  legis- 
lature, an  act  of  legislation  will  be  requisite  to  confirm  these  arti- 
cles, and  that  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  one  branch  of  the 
legislature,  are  perfectly  free  to  pass  the  act  or  to  refuse  it,  go- 
verning themselves  by  their  own  judgment  whether  it  is  for  the 
good  of  their  constituents  to  let  tlie  treaty  go  into  effect  or  not. 
On  the  precedent  now  to  be  set  will  depend  the  future  construe- 
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tioii  of  our  constitution,  and  whether  the  powers  of  legislation 
shall  be  transferred  from  the  President,  Senate,  and  House  of 
Representatives,  to  the  President  and  Senate,  and  Piamingo  or  any 
other  Indian,  Algerihe,  oir  other  chief.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  first 
decision  is  to  be  in  a  case  so  palpably  atrocious,  as  to  have  been 
predetermined  by  all  America.  The  appointment  of  Elsworth 
Chief  Justice,  and  Chase  one  of  the  judges,  is  doubtless  commu- 
nicated to  you.  My  friendly  respects  to  Mrs.  Monroe.  Adieu 
affectionately. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CXCII. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


Monticello,  March  27,  1796. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  pleased  with  Mr.  Gallatin's  speech  in  Bache's  paper 
of  March  the  14th.  It  is  worthy  of  being  prhited  at  the  end  of  the 
Federalist,  as  the  only  rational  commentary  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
stitution to  which  it  relates.  Not  that  there  may  not  be  objections, 
and  difficult  ones,  to  it,  and  which  1  shall  be  glad  to  see  his  answers 
to :  but  if  they  are  never  answered,  they  are  more  easily  to  be  gulp- 
ed down  than  those  vvhich  lie  to  the  doctrines  of  his  opponents, 
which  do  in  fact  annihilate  the  whole  of  the  powers  given  by  the 
constitution  to  the  legislature.  According  to  the  rule  established  by 
usage  and  common  sense,  of  construing  one  part  of  the  instrument 
by  another,  the  objects  on  which  the  President  and  Senate  may  ex- 
clusively act  by  treaty  are  much  reduced,  but  the  field  on  which 
they  may  act  with  the  sanction  of  the  legislature,  is  large  enough : 
and  I  see  no  harm  in  rendering  their  sanction  necessary,  and  not 
much  harm  in  annihilating  die  whole  treaty  making  power,  except  as 
to  making  peace.  If  you  decide  in  favor  of  your  right  to  refuse  co- 
operation in  any  case  of  treaty,  I  should  wonder  on  what  occasion  it 
is  to  be  used,  if  not  in  one  where  the  rights,  tlie  interest,  the  honor 
and  faith  of  our  nation  are  so  grossly  sacrificed ;  where  a  faction  has 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  the  enemies  of  their  country  to  chain 
down  the  legislature  at  the  feet  of  both ;  where  the  whole  mass  of 
your  constituents  have  condemned  this  work  in  the  most  unequivo- 
cal manner,  and  are  looking  to  you  as  their  last  hope  to  save  them 
from  the  effects  of  the  avarice  and  corruption  oi  the  first  agent, 
the   revolutionary   machinations   of  others,   and   the    incompre- 
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beonble  acquiescence  of  the  only  honest  man  who  has  assented 
to  it.  .  I  wish  that  his  honesty  and  his  political  errors  may  not  fur- 
nish a  second  occasion  to  exclaim,  '  curse  on  his  virtues,  they 
have  undone  his  country.'  Cold  weather,  mercury  at  twenty  de- 
grees in  the  morning.  Corn  fallen  at  Richmond  to  twenty  shil- 
lings ;  stationary  here.  Nicholas  sure  of  his  election  ;  R.  Jouett 
and  Jo.  Monroe  in  competition  for  the  other  vote  of  the  county. 
Affection  to  Mrs.  M.  and  yourself.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CXCIII 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Monlicello,  April  19,  1796. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  4th  instant  came  to  hand  the  day  before  yester- 
day. I  have  turned  to  the  conventional  history,  and  inclose  you 
an  exact  copy  of  what  is  there  on  the  subject  you  mentioned.  1 
have  also  turned  to  my  own  papers,  and  send  you  some  things 
extracted  from  them,  which  shew  that  the  recollection  of  the 
President  has  not  been  accurate,  when  he  supposed  his  own  opin- 
ion to  have  been  uniformly  that  declared  in  his  answer  of  March 
the  30th.  The  records  of  the  Senate  will  vouch  for  this.  My  re- 
spects to  Mrs.  Madison.     Adieu  affectionately. 

•  Th:  Jefferson. 


[The  papers  referred  to  in  the  preceding.] 
Extract,  verbatim^  from  last  page  but  one  and  the  last  page. 

*  Mr.  King  suggested  that  the  journals  of  the  Convention  should 
be  either  destroyed,  or  deposited  in  the  custody  of  the  President. 
He  thought,  if  suffered  to  be  made  public,  a  bad  use  would  be 
made  of  them  by  those  who  would  wish  to  prevent  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution. 

'  Mr.  Wilson  preferred  the  second  expedient.  He  had  at  one 
time  liked  the  first  best :  but  as  false  suggestions  may  be  propa- 
gated, it  should  not  be  made  impossible  to  contradict  them. 

'  A  question  was  then  put  on  depositing  the  journals  and  other 
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papers  of  the  Convention  in  the  hands  of  the  President, 'on  which 
New  Hampshire,  eye.  Massachusetts,  aye,  Connecticut,  aye.  New 
Jersey,  aye,  Pennsylvania,  aye,  Delaware,  aye,  Maryland,  no, 
Virginia,  aye.  North  Carolina,  aye.  South  Carolina,  aye,  and 
Greorgia,  aye.  Tliis  negative  of  Maryland  was  occasioned  by  the 
language  of  the  instructions  to  the  Deputies  of  that  State,  which 
required  them  to  report  to  the  State  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  President  having  asked  what  the  Convention  meant  should 
be  done  with  the  journals,  &c.  whether  copies  were  to  be  allow- 
ed to  the  membc  J,  if  applied  for,  it  was  resolved  nem.  con.  '  that 
he  retain  the  journal  and  other  papers  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Congress,  if  ever  formed  under  the  constitution.' 

*  The  members  then  proceeded  to  sign  the  instrument,'  &c. 

•In  Senple,  February  1,  1791. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  speech 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  relates  to  the  commerce  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
also  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  20th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1791,  with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  reported; 
whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  advise  and  consent,  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  take  such  measures  as  he  may 
think  necessary  for  the  redemption  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  now  in  captivity  at  Algiers,  provided  the  expense  shall  not 
exceed  forty  thousand  dollars,  and  also,  that  measures  be  taken 
to  confirm  the  treaty  now  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco.' 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  resolve  of  the  Senate,  referred  to  me 
by  the  President,  to  propose  an  answer  to,  and  I  find  immediately 
following  this,  among  my  papers,  a  press  copy,  from  an  original 
written  fairly  in  my  own  hand,  ready  for  the  President's  signa- 
ture, and  to  be  given  in  to  the  Senate,  of  the  following  answer. 

*  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate, 

I  will  proceed  to  take  measures  for  the  ransom  of  our  citizens 
in  captivity  at  Algiers,  in  conformity  with  your  resolution  of  ad- 
vice of  the  1st  instant,  so  soon  as  the  monies  necessary  shall  be 
appropriated  hy  the  legislature,  and  shall  be  in  readiness. 

The  recognition  of  our  treaty  with  the  new  Emperor  of  Moroc- 
co requires  also  previous  appropriation  and  provision.  The  im- 
portance of  this  last  to  the  liberty  and  property  of  our  citizens,  in- 
duces me  to  urge  it  on  your  earliest  attention.' 
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Though  I  have  no  memorandum  of  the  delivery  of  this  to  the 
Senate,  yet  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  it  was  given  in  to  them,  and 
will  be  found  among  their  records. 

I  find,  among  my  press  copies,  the  following  in  my  hand  writing. 

*  The  committee  to  report,  that  the  President  does  not  think 
that  circumstances  will  justify,  in  the  present  instance,  his  entering 
into  absolute  engagements  for  the  ransom  of  our  captives  in  Al- 
giers, nor  calling  for  money  from  the  treasury,  nor  raising  it  by 
loan,  without  previous  authority  from  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.' 

April  9,  1792. 

I  do  not  recollect  the  occasion  of  the  above  paper  with  certain- 
ty ;  but  I  think  there  was  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate  to 
confer  with  (he  President  on  the  subject  of  the  ransom,  and  to 
advise  what  is  there  declined,  and  that  a  member  of  the  committee 
advising  privately  with  me  as  to  the  report  they  were  to  make  to 
the  House,  I  minuted  down  the  above,  as  the  substance  of  what 
he  observed  to  be  the  proper  report,  after  what  had  passed  with 
the  President,  and  gave  the  original  to  the  member,  preserving 
the  press  copy.  I  think  the  member  was  either  Mr.  Tzard  or  Mr. 
Butler,  and  have  no  doubt  such  a  report  will  be  found  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate. 

On  the  8th  of  May  following,  in  consequence  of  questions  pro- 
posed by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  tliey  came  to  a  resolution, 
on  which  a  mission  was  founded. 
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LETTER   CXOIV.* 


in- 


TO    P.    MAZZEI. 


My  Dear  Friend, 
*         *         *         * 


Monticello,  April  24,  1796. 


The  aspect  of  our  politics  has  wonderfully  changed  since 
you  left  us.  In  place  of  thai;  noble  love  of  liberty  and  repub- 
lican government  which  carried  us  triumphantly  through  the  war, 
an  Anglican  monarchical  and  aristocratical  party  has  sprung  up, 
whose  avowed  object  is  to  draw  over  us  the  substance,  as  they 
have  already  done  the  forms,  of  the  British  government.     The 

[*  The  first  part  of  this  letter  is  on  private  business,  And  is  therefose 
omitted.] 
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main  body  of  our  citizens,  however,  remain  true  to  their  republi- 
can principles :  the  whole  landed  interest  is  republican,  and  so  is  a 
great  mass  of  talents.  Against  us  are  the  executive,  the  juHcia- 
ry,  two  out  of  three  branches  of  the  legislature,  all  tlie  officers  of 
the  government,  all  who  want  to  be  officers,  all  timid  men  who 
prefer  the  calm  of  despotism  to  the  boisterous  sea  of  liberty,  Bri- 
tish merchants  and  Americans  trading  on  British  capitals,  specu- 
lators and  holders  in  the  banks  and  public  funds,  a  contrivance 
invented  for  the  purposes  of  corruption,  and  for  assimilating  us  in  all 
things  to  the  rotten  as  well  as  tlie  sound  parts  of  the  British  mo- 
del.  It  would  give  you  a  fever  were  1  to  name  to  you  the  apos- 
tates who  have  gone  over  to  these  heresies,  men  who  were  Sam- 
sons in  the  field  and  Solomons  in  the  council,  but  who  have  had 
their  heads  shorn  by  the  harlot  England.  In  short,  we  are  likely 
to  preserve  the  liberty  we  have  obtained  only  by  unremitting  la- 
bors and  perils.  But  we  shall  preserve  it ;  and  our  mass  of  weight 
and  wealth  on  the  good  side  is  so  great,  as  to  leave  no  danger 
that  force  will  ever  be  attempted  against  us.  We  have  only  to 
awake  and  snap  the  Lilliputian  cords  with  which  they  have  been 
entangling  us  during  the  first  sleep  which  succeeded  our  labors. 

I  will  forward  the  testimonial  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mazzei, 
which  I  can  do  the  more  incontrovertibly  as  she  is  buried  in  my 
grave  yard,  and  I  pass  her  grave  daily.  The  formalities  of  the 
proof  you  require,  will  occasion  delay.  I  begin  to  feel  the  effects 
of  age.  My  health  has  suddenly  broken  down,  with  symptoms 
which  give  me  to  believe  I  shall  not  have  much  to  encounter  of 
the  tedium  vita.  While  it  remains,  however,  my  heart  will  be 
warm  in  its  friendships,  and  among  these,  will  always  foster  the 
affections  with  which  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CXCV. 


TO    COLONEL    MONROE. 


Dear  Sir, 
*         *         * 


Monticello,  June  12,  1796. 


* 


* 


Congress  have  risen.  You  will  have  seen  by  their  proceedings 
the  truth  of  what  I  always  observed  to  you,  that  one  man  outweighs 
them  all  in  influence  over  the  people,  who  have  supported  his 
judgment  against  their  own  and  that  of  their  representatives.    Re- 
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publicanism  raiist  lie  on  its  oars,  resign  ihe  vessel  to  its  pilot,  and 
themselves  to  the  course  he  thinks  best  for  them.  I  had  always 
conjectured,  from  such  facts  as  I  could  get  hold  of,  that  our  public 
debt  was  increasing  about  a  million  of  dollars  a  year.  You  will 
see  by  Gallatin's  speeches  that  the  thing  is  proved.  You  will  see 
farther,  that  we  are  completely  saddled  and  bridled,  and  that  the 
bank  is  so  firmly  mounted  on  us  that  we  must  go  where  they  wii' 
guide.  They  openly  publish  a  resolution,  that  the  national  pr 
perty  being  increased  in  value,  they  must  by  an  increase  of  circ . 
lating  medium  furnish  an  adequate  representation  of  it,  and  by 
further  additions  of  active  capital  promote  the  enterprises  of  our 
merchants.  It  is  supposed  that  the  paper  in  circulation  in  and 
around  Philadelphia,  amounts  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  and  that 
in  the  whole  Union,  to  one  hundred  millions.  I  think  the  last  too 
high.  All  the  imported  commodities  are  raised  about  fifty  per 
cent,  by  the  depreciation  of  the  money.  Tobacco  shares  the  rise, 
because  it  has  no  competition  abroad.  Wheat  has  been  extraor- 
dinarily high  from  other  causes.  When  these  cease,  it  must  fall 
to  its  andent  nominal  price,  notwithstanding  the  depreciation  of  that, 
because  it  must  contend  in  market  with  foreign  wheats.  Lands 
have  risen  within  the  vortex  of  the  paper,  and  as  far  out  as  that 
can  influence.  They  '  ave  not  risen  at  all  here.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  lower  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago.  Those  I  had 
mentioned  to  you,  to  wit.  Carter's  and  Colle,  were  sold  before 
your  letter  came.  Colle  at  two  dollars  the  acre.  Carter's  had 
been  ofered  me  for  two  French  crowns  f  13s  2d).  Mechanics 
here  get  from  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  and  a  halt  a  day,  yet  are  much 
worse  off  than  at  the  old  prices. 

Volney  is  with  me  at  present.  He  is  on  his  way  to  the  Illinois. 
Some  late  appointments,  judiciary  and  diplomatic,  you  will  have 
heard,  and  stared  at.  The  death  of  R.  Jouett  is  the  only  small 
news  in  our  neighborhood. 

Our  best  affections  attend  Mrs.  Monroe,  Eliza  and  yourself. 
Adieu  affectionately. 

Tu:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER  «:xrvi. 


I         4^ 


• 


TO   THE    PRESIDENT. 

Monticello,  June  19,  1796. 

In  Bache*s  Aurora  of  the  9th  instant,  which  came  here  by  the 
last  po;3t,  K  paper  appears  which  having  been  confided,  as  I  pre- 
sume, to  but  few  hands,  makes  it  truly  wonderful  how  it  should 
have  got  there.  I  cannot  be  satisfied  as  to  my  own  part,  till  I 
relieve  my  mind  by  declaring,  and  I  attest  every  thing  sacred  and 
honorable  to  the  declaration,  that  it  has  got  there  neither  through 
me  nor  the  paper  confided  to  me.  This  has  never  been  from 
under  my  own  lock  and  key,  or  out  of  my  own  hands.  No  mor- 
tal ever  k  aw  from  me,  that  these  questions  had  been  proposed. 
Perhaps  '  ought  to  except  one  person,"  who  possesses  all  my  confi- 
dence,. &s  he  has  possessed  yours.  I  do  not  remember,  indeed,  that 
I  communicated  it  even  to  him.  But  as  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
unlimited  trust  and  counsel  with  him,  it  is  possible  I  may  have 
read  it  to  him  ;  no  more  :  for  the  quire  of  which  it  makes  a  part 
was  never  in  any  hand  but  my  own,  nor  was  a  word  ever  copied 
or  taken  down  from  it,  by  any  body.  1  take  on  myself,  without 
fear,  any  divulgation  on  his  part.  We  both  know  him  incapable 
of  it.  From  myself,  then,  or  my  paper,  this  publication  has  never 
been  derived.  I  have  formerly  mentioned  to  you,  that  from  a 
very  early  period  of  my  life,  I  had  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  of  con- 
duct, never  to  write  a  word  fc  .lie  public  papers.  From  this,  I 
have  nex^er  departed  in  a  single  instance  ;  and  on  o  late  occasion, 
when  all  tho  world  seemed  to  be  writing,  besides  a  rigid  adherence 
to  my  owTi  rule,  I  can  say  with  truth  that  not  a  line  for  I  he  press 
was  ever  communicated  to  me,  by  any  other,  except  a  single  peti- 
tion referred  for  my  correction ;  which  I  did  not  correct,  however, 
though  the  contrary,  as  I  have  heard,  was  said  in  a  public  place, 
by  one  person  through  erro  ,  through  malice  by  another.  I  learn 
that  this  last  has  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  try  to  sow  tares  be- 
tween you  and  me,  by  representing  me  as  still  engaged  in  the 
bustle  of  politics,  and  in  turbulence  and  intrigue  against  the  go- 
vernment. I  never  believed  for  a  moment  that  this  could  make 
any  impression  on  you,  or  that  your  knowledge  of  me  would  not 
overweigh  the  slander  of  an  intriguer,  dirtily  employed  in  sifting 
the  conversations  of  my  table,  where  alone  he  could  hear  of  me ; 
and  seeking  to  atone  for  his  sins  against  you  by  sins  against  another, 
who  had  never  done  him  any  other  injury  than  that  cf  declining 
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his  confidences.  Political  conversations  I  really  dislike,  and  there- 
fore avoid  where  I  can  without  affectation.  But  when  urged  by 
others,  I  have  never  conceived  that  having  been  in  public  life  re- 

?uires  me  to  belie  my  sentiments,  or  even  to  conceal  them.  When 
am  led  by  conversation  to  express  them,  I  do  it  with  the  same 
ujdependence  here  which  I  have  practised  every  wl^re,  and 
which  is  inseparable  from  my  nature.  But  enough  of  this  mise- 
rable tergiversator,  who  ought  indeed  either  to  have  been  of  more 
truth,  or  less  trusted  by  his  country.* 

While  on  the  subject  of  papers,  permit  me  to  ask  one  from  you. 
You  remember  the  difference  of  opinion  between  Hamilton  and 
Knox  on  the  one  part,  and  myself  on  the  other,  on  the  subject  of 
firing  on  the  Little  Sarah,  and  that  we  had  exchanged  opinions 
and  reasons  in  writing.  On  your  arrival  in  Philadelphia  1  deliver- 
ed you  a  copy  of  my  reasons,  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton. On  our  withdrawing,  he  told  me  he  had  been  so  much 
engaged  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  prepare  a  copy  of  his  and 
General  Knox's  for  you,  and  that  if  I  would  send  you  the  one  he 
had  given  me,  he  would  replace  it  in  a  few  days.  I  immediately 
sent  it  to  you,  wishing  you  should  see  both  sides  of  the  subject 
together.  I  often  after  applied  to  both  the  gentlemen,  but  could 
never  obtain  another  copy.  I  have  often  thought  of  asking  this 
one,  or  a  copy  of  it,  back  from  you,  but  have  not  before  written 
on  subjects  of  this  kind  to  you.  Though  i  do  not  know  that  it 
will  ever  be  of  the  least  importance  to  me,  yet  one  loves  to  possess 
arms,  though  they  hope  never  to  have  occasion  for  them.  They 
possess  my  paper  in  my  own  hand  writing.  It  is  just  I  should 
possess  theirs.  The  only  thing  amiss,  is,  that  they  should  have 
left  me  to  seek  a  return  of  the  paper,  or  a  copy  of  it,  from  you. 

I  put  away  this  disgusting  dish  of  old  fragments,  and  talk  to  you 
of  my  peas  and  clover.  As  to  the  latter  article,  I  have  great  en- 
couragement from  the  friendly  nuture  of  our  soil.  I  think  I  have 
had,  both  the  last  and  present  year,  as  good  clover  from  common 
grounds,  which  had  brought  several  croj)s  of  wheat  and  corn  with- 
out ever  having  been  manured,  as  1  ever  saw  on  the  lots  around 
Philadelphia.  I  verily  believe  that  a  field  of  thirty-four  acres, 
sowed  on  wheat  April  was  twelvemonth,  has  given  me  a  ton  to  the 
acre  at  its  first  cutting  this  spring.  The  stalks  extended,  measured 
diree  and  a  half  feet  long  very  commonly.  Another  field,  a  year 
older,  and  which  yielded  as  well  tlie  last  year,  has  sensibly  fallen 
off  this  year.     My  exhausted  fields  bring  a  clover  not  high  enough 
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for  hty,  but  I  hope  to  make  seed  from  it.  Such  as  the^e,  huvr- 
ever,  1  shall  hereafter  put  into  peas  in  the  broadcast,  proposing 
that  one  of  my  sowings  of  wheat  shsll  be  after  two  years  of  clover, 
«nd  the  oth«»r  after  two  years  of  peas.  1  am  trying  the  white 
boiling  pea  of  Europe  (the  Albany  pea)  this  year,  ti!!  I  can  got 
the  hog  pea  of  England,  which  is  the  most  productive  of  all.  But 
the  true  winter  vetch  is  what  we  want  extremely.  I  have  tried 
this  year  the  Caroline  drill.  It  is  absolutely  perfect.  Nothing 
can  be  more  simple,  nor  perform  its  office  more  perfectly  for  a 
nngle  row.  1  shall  try  to  make  one  to  sow  four  rows  at  a  time 
of  wheat  or  peas,  at  twelve  inches  distance.  I  have  one  of  the 
Scotch  threshing  machines  nearly  finished.  It  is  copied  exactly 
from  a  model  Mr.  Pinckney  sent  me,  only  that  I  have  put  the 
whole  works  (except  the  horse  wheel)  into  a  single  frame,  move- 
able from  one  field  to  another  on  the  two  axles  of  a  wagon.  Ii 
will  be  ready  in  time  for  the  harvest  which  is  coming  on,  which 
will  give  it  a  full  trial.  Our  wheat  and  rye  are  generally  nne,  and 
the  prices  talked  of  bid  fair  to  indemnify  us  for  the  poor  crops  of 
the  two  last  years. 

1  take  the  liberty  of  putting  under  your  cover  a  letter  to  the  son 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  not  exactly  knowing  wliere  to  direct 
to  him. 

With  very  affectionate  compliments  to  Mrs.  Washington,  1  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  Dear 
Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jki'fekson.  • 


LETTER    CXCVII 


TO    M.    I)E    liA    FAYETTE. 
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Monticellu,  June  1!),  17UG. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  inquiries  of  Congress  were  the  first  intimation  which  reach- 
ed my  retirement  of  your  being  in  this  country,  and  from  M. 
Volney,  now  with  me,  I  first  lenined  where  you  are.  1  avail  my- 
self of  the  earliest  moments  of  this  informetion,  to  express  to  you 
the  satisfaction  with  which  I  learn  that  you  are  in  a  land  of  safety, 
where  you  will  meet  in  every  person  tlie  friend  of  your  worthy 
father  and  family.  Among  these,  I  beg  leave  to  mingle  my  own 
assurances  of  sincere  attachment  to  him,  and  my  desire  to  prove 
it  by  every  service  I  can  render  you.     1  know,  indeed,  that  you 
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are  already  under  too  good  a  patronage  to  n^ed  any  other,  and 
that  my  distance  and  retirement  render  my  affections  unavailing 
to  you.  They  exist,  nevertheless,  in  ail  their  purity  and  warmth 
towards  your  father  and  every  one  embraced  by  his  love  ;  and  no 
one  has  wished  with  more  anxiety  to  see  him  once  more  in  the 
bosom  of  a  nation,  who,  knowing  his  works  and  his  worth,  desire 
to  make  him  and  his  family  forever  their  own.  You  were,  per- 
haps, too  young  to  remember  me  personally  when  in  Paris.  But 
I  pray  you  to  remember,  that  should  any  occasion  offer  wherein  1 
can  be  useful  to  you,  there  is  no  one  on  whose  friendship  and  zeal 
you  may  more  confidently  count.  You  will,  some  day  perhaps, 
take  a  tour  liirough  these  States.  Should  any  thing  in  tliis  part 
of  them  attract  your  curiosity,  it  would  be  a  circumstance  of  great 
gratification  to  me  to  receive  you  here,  and  to  assure  you  in  per- 
son of  those  sentiments  of  esteem  and  attachment,  with  which  1 
am,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


1.RTTKR    CXCVIII. 


TO    JONATHAN    WILLIAMS. 


Monticello,July:{,  171)0. 

Deaii  Siii, 

I  take  shame  to  myself  for  having  so  long  left  unanswered  your 
valuable  favor  on  the  subject  of  the  mountains.  But  in  truth,  I 
am  become  lazy  as  to  every  thing  except  agriculture.  The  prepa- 
rations for  harvest,  and  the  length  of  the  luirvest  itself  which  is 
not  yet  finished,  wotild  have  excused  the  delay  however,  at  all 
times  and  under  all  dispositions.  1  examined,  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, your  barometrical  estimate  of  the  heights  of  our  mountains  ; 
and  with  the  more,  as  they  corroborated  (conjectures  on  this  sub- 
ject which  1  had  made  before.  My  estimates  had  made  them  a 
little  higher  than  yours  (I  speak  of  the  Blue  Kidge.)  Measuring 
with  a  very  nice  instrunuMil  the  angle  subtended  vertically  by  the 
highest  mountain  of  the  Blue  Ridge  opposite  to  my  own  house,  a 
distance  of  about  eightcion  miles  sonlli  westward,  I  made  the 
higliest  about  two  thousand  feet,  as  well  as  I  remember,  for  1  can 
no  longer  find  the  notes  1  made.  You  make  the  south  side  of 
the  mountain  near  Rockfish  (ia|),  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-two  feet  above  Woods'.  You  mnke  Ujc  other  side  of  the 
mountain  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven  feet.     Mr.  Thomas  Lewis 
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deceased,  un  accurate  man,  with  a  good  quadrant,  made  the  north 
side  of  the  highest  mountain  opposite  my  house  something  more 
(I  think)  than  one  thousand  feet ;  but  the  mountain  estimated  by 
him  and  myself  is  probably  higher  than  that  next  Roclcfish  Gap. 
T  do  not  remember  from  what  principles  I  estimated  the  Peaks  of 
Otter  at  four  thousand  feet ;  but  some  late  observatbns  of  Judge 
Tucker's  coincided  very  nearly  with  my  estimate.  Your  mea- 
sures confirm  another  opinion  of  mine,  that  the  Blue  Ridge,  on  its 
south  side,  is  the  highest  ridge  in  our  country  compared  with  its 
base.  I  think  your  observations  on  these  mountains  well  worthy 
of  being  published,  and  hope  you  will  not  scruple  to  let  them  be 
communicated  to  the  world. 

You  wish  me  to  present  to  the  Philosophic^;  Society  the  result 
of  my  philosophical  researches  since  my  retirement.  But  my 
good  Sir,  I  have  made  researches  into  nothing  but  what  is  con- 
ne  ^d  with  agriculture.  In  this  way,  1  have  a  little  matter  to 
co.'iKiunicate,  and  will  do  it  ere  long.  It  is  the  form  of  a  mould- 
board  of  least  resistance.  I  had  some  years  ago  conceived  the 
principles  of  it,  and  I  explained  them  to  Mr.  Rittenhouse.  I  h>'"e 
since  reduced  the  thing  to  practice,  and  have  reason  to  believe 
the  theory  fully  confirmed.  I  only  wish  for  one  of  those  instru- 
ments used  in  England  for  measuring  the  force  exerted  in  the 
draughts  of  different  ploughs,  &c.  that  I  might  compare  the  resist- 
ance of  my  mould-board  with  that  of  others.  But  these  instru- 
ments are  not  to  be  had  here.  In  a  letter  of  this  date  to  Mr. 
Rittenhouse,  I  mention  a  discovery  in  animal  history  very  signal 
indeed,  of  which  I  shall  lay  before  the  Society  the  best  account  I 
can,  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  received  some  other  materials  collect- 
ing for  me. 

I  have  seen,  with  extreme  isdignation,  the  blasphemies  lately 
vended  against  tlie  memory  of  the  father  of  American  philosophy. 
But  his  memory  will  be  preserved  and  venerated  as  long  as  the 
thunder  of  heaven  shall  be  heard  or  feared. 

With  good  wishes  to  all  of  his  family,  and  sentiments  of  great 
respect  and  esteem  for  yourself,  1  am.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CXOIX. 


TO    COLONEL    MONROE. 


^rS 


Dear  Sir, 


Monticello,  July  10,  170G. 


H 


The  campaign  of  Congress  has  closed.  Though  the  Anglomen 
have  in  the  end  got  their  treaty  through,  and  so  far  have  triumpli- 
ed  over  the  cause  of  republicanism,  yet  it  has  been  to  them  a 
dear  bought  victory.  It  has  given  the  most  radical  shock  to  their 
party  which  it  has  ever  received  :  and  there  is  no  doubt,  they 
would  be  glad  to  be  replaced  on  the  ground  they  possessed  tlie 
instant  before  Jay's  nomination  extraordinary.  They  see  that 
nothing  can  support  them  but  the  colossus  of  the  President's  me- 
rits with  *he  people,  and  the  moment  he  retires,  that  his  succes- 
sor, if  a  monocrat,  will  be  overborne  by  the  republican  sense  of 
his  constituents  ;  if  a  republican,  he  will  of  course  give  fair  play  to 
that  sense,  and  lead  things  into  the  channel  of  harmony  between 
the  governors  and  governed.     In  the  mean  time,  patience. 

Among  your  neighbors  there  is  nothing  new.  Mr.  Rittenhouse 
is  lately  dead.  We  have  had  the  finest  harvest  ever  known  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  Both  the  quantity  and  quality  of  wheat 
are  extraordinary.  We  got  fifteen  shillings  a  bushel  for  the  last 
crop,  and  hope  two  thirds  of  that  at  least  for  the  present  one. 

Most  assiduous  court  is  paid  to  Patrick  Henry.  He  has  been 
offered  every  thing  which  they  knew  he  would  not  accept.  Some 
impression  is  thought  to  be  made,  but  we  do  not  believe  it  is  ra- 
dical. If  they  thought  they  could  count  upon  him,  they  would 
run  him  for  their  Vice  President ;  their  first  object  being  to  pro- 
duce a  schism  in  this  State.  As  it  is,  they  will  run  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney ;  in  which  they  regard  his  southern  position  rather  than  his 
principles.  Mr.  Jay  and  his  advocate  Camillus  are  completely 
treaty-foundered. 

We  all  join  in  love  to  Mrs.  Monroe  ;  and  accept  for  yourself 
assurances  of  sincere  and  afilectionate  friendship.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


Monticello,  December  \7,  1796 

Your  favor  of  the  5tli  came  to  hand  last  night.  The  first  wish 
of  iny  heart  was,  that  you  should  have  been  proposed  for  the  a  d- 
niinistration  of  the  government.  On  your  declining  it,  I  wish  any 
body  rather  than  myself:  and  there  is  nodiing  I  so  anxiously  hope, 
as  that  my  name  may  come  out  either  second  or  third.  These 
would  be  indifferent  to  me ;  as  the  last  would  leave  me  at  home 
the  whole  year,  and  the  other,  two  thirds  of  it.  I  have  no  expec- 
tation that  the  eastern  States  will  suffer  themselves  to  be  so  much 
outwitted,  as  to  he  made  the  tools  for  bringing  in  P.  instead  of  A. 
I  presume  they  will  throw  away  Uieir  second  vole.  In  this  case, 
it  begins  to  appear  possible,  that  there  may  be  an  equal  division 
where  I  had  supposed  the  republican  vote  would  have  been  con- 
siderably minor.  It  seems  also  possible,  that  the  Representatives 
may  be  divided.  This  is  a  difficulty  from  which  the  constitution 
has  provided  no  issue.  It  is  both  my  duty  and  inclination,  there- 
fore, to  relieve  the  embarrassment,  should  it  happen :  and  in  that 
rase,  I  pray  you  and  authorise  you  fully,  to  solicit  on  my  behalf 
that  Mr.  Adams  may  be  preferred.  He  has  always  b""n  my 
senior,  from  the  commencement  of  our  public  life,  and  uie  ex- 
pression of  the  public  will  being  equal,  this  circumstance  ought  to 
give  him  the  preference.  And  when  so  many  motives  will  be 
operating  to  induce  some  of  the  members  to  change  their  vote, 
the  addition  of  my  wish  may  have  some  effect  to  preponderate 
the  scale.  I  am  really  anxious  to  see  the  speech.  It  must  ex- 
hibit a  very  different  picture  of  our  foreign  affairs  from  that  pre- 
sented in  the  adieu,  or  it  will  litde  correspond  with  my  views  of 
them.  I  think  they  never  wore  so  gloomy  an  aspect  since  the 
year  1783.  Let  those  come  to  the  helm  who  think  they  can 
steer  clear  of  the  difficulties.  I  have  no  confidence  in  myself  for 
the  undertaking. 

We  have  had  the  severest  weather  ever  known  in  November. 
The  thermometer  was  at  twelve  degrees  here  and  in  Goochland, 
and  I  suppose  generally.  It  arrested  my  buildings  very  suddenly, 
when  eight  days  more  would  have  completed  my  walls,  and  per- 
mitted us  to  cover  in.  The  drought  is  excessive.  From  die 
middle  of  October  to  the  middle  of  December,  not  rain  enough 
10  lay  the  dust.     A  few  days  ago  there  fell  a  small  rain,  but  the 


sn^eMing  cold  has  probably  pre?ente4  it  from  sprooting  the  wain 
sowtt  during  the  drought. 

Rpesentme  in  friendly  ten»s  to  Messrs.  Giles,  Venable,  and 
Page.    Adieu  afiectionatel^y.v 


LETTER    CCI. 


TO   EDWAHD    RUTLEDGE. 


My  Dear  Sir, 
*         ♦        * 


Monticello,  December  27, 1796. 


ICou  have  seen  my  name  lately  tacked  to  so  much  of  eulogy 
and  of  abuse,  that  I  dare  say  you  hardly  thought  it  meant  your  old 
acquaintance  of  '76.  In  trudi,  I  did  not  know  myself  under  the^ 
pens  either  of  my  friends  or  foes.  It  is  unfortunate  for  our  peace,; 
that  unmerited  abuse  wounds,  while  unmerited  praise  has  not  th©^ 
power  lo  heal.  These  are  hard  wages  for  the  services  of  all 
the  active  and  healthy  years  of  one's  life.  I  had  retired  after  five" 
and  twenty  years  of  constant  occupation  in  public  affairs,  and  total 
abandonment  of  my  own.  I  retired  much  poorer  than  when  I  en- 
tered* the  public  service,  and  desired  nothing  but  rest  and  oblivion. 
My  name,  however,  was  again  brought  forward,  without  ijoncert  or 
expectation  on  my  part ;  (on  my  salvation  I  declare  it.)  I  do  not  as 
yet  know  the  result,  as  a  matter  of  fact  j  for  in  my  retired  canton  we 
haye  nothing  later  from  Philadelphia  than  of  the  second  week  (tf 
this  month.  Yet  I  have  never  one  moment  doubted  the  result. 
I  knew  it  was  impossible  Mr.  Adams  should  lose  a  vote  north  of  the 
Delaware,  and  that  the  free  and  moral  agency  of  the  south  wbiild 
furnish  him  an  abundant  supplement.  On  principles  of  public^ 
respect  I  should  not  have  refused ;  but  I  protest  before  my  God,  that 
I  shall,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  rdoice  at  escapuig.  I  know 
well  that  no  man  will  ever  bring  out  of  that  ofiice  the  reputation 
which  carries  liim  into  it.  The  honey  moon  would  be  as  short 
in  that  case  as  in  any  other,  and  its  moments  of  extacy  would  be 
ransomed  by  years  of  torment  and  hatred.  I  shall  highly  valui^, 
indeed,  the  share  which  I  may  have  had  in  the  late  vote,  as  an 
evidence  of  the  share  I  hold  in  die  esteem  of  my  countrymen. 
But  in  this  point  of  view,  a  few  votes  more  or  less  will  be  little 
sensible,  and  in  every  other,  the  minor  will  be  preferred  by  metfi 
the  major  vote.  I  have  no  ambition  to  govern  men ;  no  passioft 
whiph  would  lead  me  to  delight  to  ride  in  a  storm.     Fhmvn  amoj 
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jy/wii^,  iwlorim»  My  attacbment  to  my  home  h»a,  eu&bled 
me  to  111^(6  diecalciilatkin  with  r^our,  perlmps  with  partiality,  to 
the  issue  which  keeps  me  there.  The  newspapers  will  permit  me 
to  plant  my  com,  peas,  &;c.  in  hills  or  drills  as  I  please  (and  ray 
oranges  by  tilie  bye  when  you  send  them,)  while  our  eastern  friend 
will  be  struggling  with  the  storm  which  is  gathering  over  us ;  per- 
haps be  slupwrecked  in  it.  This  is  certainly  not  a  moment  to 
covet  the  helm. 

I  I  have  often  doubted  whether  most  to  praise  or  to  blame  your 
fine  of  conduct.    If  you  had  lent  to  your  country  the  excellent 
talents  you  possess,   on  you  would   have  fallen  those  torrents 
of  abase  which  have  lately  been  poured  forth  on  me.     So  far,  I 
praise  the  wisdom  which  has  descried  and  steered  clear  of  a  water- 
Sjpout  ahead.     But  now  for  the  blame.     There  is  a  debt  of  ser- 
vice due  from  every  man  to  his  country,  proportioned  to  the 
bounties  which  nature  and  fortune  have  measured  to  him.     Coun- 
ters will  pay  this  from  the  poor  of  spirit;  Lut  from  you,  my  friend, 
coin  was  due.     There  is  no  bankrupt  law  in  heaven,  by  which  you 
may  get  off  with  shillings  in  the  pound ;  with  rendering  to  a  single 
State  what  ^bu  owed  to  the  whole  confederacy.     I  think  it  was 
by  the  Roman  law  that  a  father  was  denied  sepulture,  unless  his 
son  would  pay  his  debts.     Happy  for  you  and  us,  that  you  have 
a  son  whom  genius  and  education  have  qualified  to  pay  yours. 
'  But  as  you  have  been  a  good  father  in  every  thing  else,  be  so  in 
this  also.     Come  forward  and  pay  your  own  debts.     Your  friends, 
« the  Mr.  Pinckneys,  have  at  lengUi  undertaken  their  tour.     My 
iic^  at  this  would  be  complete  if  you  were  in  gear  with  them.    I 
^ove  to  see  honest  and  honorable  men  at  the  helm,  men  who 
|idll  not  bend  their  politics  to  their  purses,  nor  pursue  measures  by 
""  hich  they  may  profit,  and  then  profit  by  their  measui-es.    Au 
dioMe  hi  Bougres !  I  am  at  the  end  of  my  curse  and  bottom  of 
my  page,  so  God  bless  you  and  yours.     Adieu  affectionately. 
j^*  Th:  Jefferson. 


Statement  from  memory,  of  a  letter  Itvrote  to  John  Adams  ;  copy 

omitted  to  be  retained. 


LETTEE     con 


Monticello,  December  38, 1796. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  public,  and  the  public  papers,  have  been  much  occupied 
lately  in  placing  us  in  a  point  of  opposition  to  each  other.  I  con- 
fidently trust  we  have  lelt  less  of  it  ourselves.     In  the  retired 
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cantOB  y)9hBte  I  live,  we  know  Httle  of  what  is  passing.  Our  last 
iDformatimi  from  Philadelphia  is  of  the  1 6th  instant.  At  that  date» 
the  issue  of  the  late  election  seems  not  to  have  been  known  as  8 
matter  of  fact.  With  me,  however,  its  issue  was  never  douhted. 
I  knew  the  impossibility  of  your  losing  a  single  vote  north  of  the 
Delaware ;  and  even  if  you  should  lose  that  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  mass,  you  would  get  enough  south  of  it  to  make  your  election 
sure.  I  never  for  a  single  moment  expected  any  other  issue,  and 
though  I  shall  not  be  believed,  yet  it  is  not  the  less  true,  that  I 
never  wished  any  other.  My  neighbors,  as  my  compurgators, 
could  aver  this  fact,  as  seeing  my  occupations  and  my  attachment 
to  them.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  that  even  you  may  be  cheated  of 
your  succession  by  a  trick  worthy  the  subtlety  of  your  arch  friend 
of  New  York,  who  has  been  able  to  make  of  your  real  friends 
toob  for  defeating  their  and  your  just  wishes.  Probably,  however, 
he  will  be  disappointed  as  to  you  ;  and  my  inclinations  put  me  out 
of  his  reach.  I  leave  to  others  the  sublime  delights  of  riding  in  the 
storm,  better  pleased  with  sound  sleep  and  a  warmer  birth  below 
it,  encircled  with  the  society  of  my  neighbors,  friends,  and  fellow 
laborers  of  the  earth,  rather  than  with  spies  and  sycophants.  StiO, 
I  shall  value  highly  the  share  I  may  have  had  in  the  late  vote,  as 
a  measure  of  the  share  I  hold  in  the  esteem  of  my  fellow  citizens. 
In  this  point  of  view,  a  few  votes  less  are  but  little  sensible,  while 
a  few  more  would  have  been  in  their  effect  very  sensibje  and  op^ 

firessive  to  me.  I  have  no  ambition  to  govern  men.  It  is  a  pain* 
ill  and  thankless  office.  And  never  since  the  day  you  signed 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  has  our  horizon  been  so  overcast.  I  devoutly 
wish  you  may  be  able  to  shun  for  us  this  war,  which  will  desti^oy 
our  agriculture,  commerce  and  credit.  If  you  do,  the  glory  will 
be  all  your  own.  And  that  your  administration  may  be  filled  with 
glory  and  happiness  to  yourself,  and  advantage  to  us,  is  the  sincere 
prayer  of  one,  who,  though  in  the  course  of  our  voyage,  various 
little  incidents  have  happened  or  been  contrived  to  separate  us, 
yet  retains  for  you  the  solid  esteem  of  the  times  when  we  were 
working  for  our  independence,  and  sentiments  of  sincere  respect 
and  attachment. 

Th:  JeFFtRsoN. 
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Statement  from  memory  ^  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  JameM  Maduon  ;  copy 

omitted  to  he  retained. 
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LETTER 


Jill. 


%gL  Montioello,  Janaary  1, 1797. 

^iM..-  Dear  Sir, 

Y-jrs  of  December  the  19th  is  safely  received.  I  never  en- 
itertained  a  doubt  of  the  event  of  the  election.  I  knew  that  the 
eastern  troops  were  trained  in  the  schools  of  their  tomi  meetmgs, 
to  sacriSce  little  differences  of  opinion  to  the  solid  advantages  of 
oper.'iting  in  phalanx,  and  that  the  more  free  and  moral  agency  of 
the  other  States  would  fully  supply  their  deficiency.  I  had  no 
expectation,  indeed,  that  the  vote  would  have  approached  so  near 
an  equality.  It  is  difficult  to  obtain  full  credit  to  declarations  of 
disinclination  to  honors,  and  most  so  with  those  who  still  remain  in 
the  world.  But  never  was  there  a  more  solid  unwillingness, 
founded  on  rigorous  calculation,  formed  in  tlie  mind  of  any  man, 
short  of  peremptoty  refusal.  No  arguments,  therefore,  were  ne- 
cessary to  reconcile  me  to  a  relini  uishment  of  the  first  office,  or 
acceptance  of  the  second.  No  motive  could  have  induced  me  to 
undertake  the  first,  but  that  of  putting  our  vessel  upon  her  repub- 
lican tack,  and  preventing  her  being  driven  too  far  to  leeward  of 
her  true  principles.  And  the  second  is  the  only  office  in  the 
world  about  which  1  cannot  decide  in  my  own  mind,  whether  I 
had  rather  have  it  or  not  have  it.  Pride  does  not  enter  into  the 
estimate.  For  I  think  with  the  Romans  of  old,  that  the  General 
of  to  day  should  be  a  common  soldier  to  morrow,  if  necessary. 
But  as  to  Mr.  Adams,  particularly,  I  could  have  no  feelings  which 
would  revolt  at  being  placed  in  a  secondary  station  to  him.  I  am 
his  junior  in  life,  I  was  his  junior  in  Congress,  his  junior  in  the 
diplomatic  line,  and  lately  his  junior  in  our  civil  government.  I 
had  written  him  the  inclosed  letter  before  the  receipt  of  yours.  I 
had  mtended  it  for  some  time,  but  had  put  it  off,  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  discouragement  of  despair  to  make  him  believe  me  sin- 
cere. As  the  information  by  the  last  post  does  not  make  it  neces- 
sary to  change  any  thing  in  the  letter,  I  inclose  it  open  for  your 
perusal,  as  well  that  you  may  be  possessed  of  the  true  state  of 
dispositions  between  us.  as  tliat  if  there  be  any  circumstance  which 
might  render  its  delivery  ineligible,  you  may  return  it  to  me.  If 
Mr.  Adams  could  be  induced  to  administer  the  government  on  its 
true  principles,  quitting  his  bias  for  an  English  constitution,  it  would 
be^ortliy  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  fur  the  public 
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goodf  to  come  to  a  good  understanding  with  him  as  to  his  future 
elections.  He  is  the  only  sure  barrier  against  Hamilton's  get- 
ting in. 

The  Political  Progress  is  a  work  of  value  and  of  a  singular 
complexion.  The  author's  eye  seems  to  be  a  natural  achromatic, 
divesting  every  object  of  the  glare  of  color.  The  former  work  of 
the  same  title  possessed  the  same  kind  of  merit.  They  disgust 
one,  indeed,  by  opening  to  his  view  the  ulcerated  state  of  the  hu- 
man mind.  But  to  cure  an  ulcer  you  must  go  to  the  bottom  of  it, 
which  no  autlior  does  more  radically  than  diis.  The  reflections 
into  which  it  leads  us  are  not  very  flattering  to  the  human  species. 
In  die  whole  animal  kingdom  I  recollect  no  family  but  man,  stea- 
dily and  systematically  employed  in  the  destruction  of  itself.  Nor 
does  what  is  called  civilization  produce  any  other  effect,  than  to 
teach  him  to  pursue  the  principle  of  the  bdlum  omnium  in  omnia 
on  a  greater  scale,  and  instead  of  the  litde  contests  between  tribe 
and  tribe,  to  comprehend  all  the  quarters  of  the  earth  in  the  same 
work  of  destruction.  If  lo  this  we  add,  that  as  to  other  animals, 
the  lions  and  dgers  are  mere  lambs  compared  with  man  as  a  de- 
stroyer, we  must  conclude  that  nature  has  been  able  to  find  in  man 
alone  a  sufficient  barrier  against  the  too  great  multiplication  of 
other  animals  and  of  man  himself,  an  equilibrating  power  against 
the  fecundity  of  generation.  While  in  making  diese  observations, 
my  atuation  points  my  attention  to  the  warfare  of  man  in  the  phy- 
sical world,  yours  may  perhaps  present  him  as  equally  warring  in 
the  moral  one. 

Adieu.    Yours  afTectionately. 

Tii:  Jeffemson. 
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LETTER   CCIV. 


TO    MR.    VOLNEY. 


I 


Monticello,  January  8,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  your  two  favors  of  December  the  26th 
and  29th.     Your  impatience  to  receive  your  valise  and  its  key 
was  natural :  and  it  is  we  who  have  been  to  blame ;  Mr.  Randolph, 
for  not  taking  information  of  the  vessel  and  address  to  which  yc|^^, 
valise  was  committed,  and  myself,  for  having  waited  till  I  heard^m  ^^^gft, 
your  beuig  again  iinnierged  into  Uie  land  of  newspapers  ^S^j^  1 
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fcNTWtr  Jed  your  k^.  However,  as  you  have  at  length  got  them  safe, 
I  claim  absolution  under  the  proverb,  that  *  all  is  well  which  ends 
weU/ 

About  the  end  of  1793, 1  received  from  Mr.  Dombey  (then  at 
L^ons)  a  letter  announcing  his  intention  to  come  here.  And  in 
May,  1794,  I  received  one  from  a  M.  L'Epine,  dated  from  New 
Yoric,  and  stating  himself  to  be  master  of  the  brig  de  Boon,  Cap- 
tain Brown,  which  had  sailed  from  Havre  with  Mr.  Dombey  on 
board,  -who  had  sealed  up  his  baggage  and  wrote  my  address  on 
them,  to  save  them  in  case  of  capture  ;  and  that  when  they  were 
taken,  the  address  did  in  fact  protect  them.  He  mentioned  then 
the  death  of  Mr.  Dombey,  and  thai  he  had  delivered  his  baggage 
to  the  Custom  House  at  New  York.  I  immediately  wrote  to  M. 
L'Epine,  disclaiming  any  right  or  interest  in  the  packages  under 
my  address,  and  authorising,  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  the  con- 
sul at  New  York,  or  any  person  the  representative  of  Mr.  Dom- 
bey, to  open  the  packages  and  dispose  of  them  according  to 
right.  I  inclosed  this  lettei  open  to  Mr.  Randolph,  then  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  get  his  interference  for  the  liberation  of  the  ef- 
fects. It  may  have  happened  that  he  failed  to  forward  the  let- 
ter, or  that  M.  L'Epine  may  have  gone  before  it  reached  New 
York.  In  any  event,  I  can  do  no  more  than  repeat  my  disclaimer 
of  any  right  to  Mr.  Dombey's  effects,  and  add  all  the  authority 
which  I  can  give  to  yourself,  or  to  the  consul  of  France  at  New 
York,  to  do  with  those  effects  whatever  I  might  do.  Certainly,  it 
would  be  a  great  gratification  to  me  to  receive  the  Metre  and 
Chrave  committed  to  Mr.  Dombey  for  me,  and  that  you  would  be 
so  good  as  to  be  the  channel  of  my  acknowledgments  to  Bishop 
Gregoire,  or  any  one  else  to  whom  I  should  owe  this  favor. 

You  wish  to  know  the  state  of  the  air  here  during  the  late  cold 
spell,  or  rather  the  present  one,  for  it  is  at  this  moment  so  cold 
that  the  ink  fireezes  in  my  pen,  so  that  my  letter  will  scarcely  be 
legible. 

The  following  is  copied  from  my  diary. 


Sun  rise. 

3  P.M. 

Sunriae.   3 P.M. 

Sun  rise.  3  P.  M. 

N0V.S2 

60 

69 

Dec.  19    50                     48 

Dec 

28 

18 

34 

S3 

331-9  44 

SO    19                      <' 

29 

30 

39 

S4 

23 

28 

21    24                      " 

30 

31 

34    a  snow  1  1>2  inches 
39            deep. 

35 

31 

35 

29    12                      " 

31 

34 

26 

13 

36 

33     5  below  0       11 

Jan.  1 

0 

30 

43 

S7 

15 

29 

24      0                     90 

3 

38 

33 

S8 

18 

It 

35    18                     33 

3 

93 

30    a  anow  3  inches 
30           deep. 

39 

35 

36. 

26    SI                      30 

4 

S3 

30 

32 

43 

97    15                   m 

5 

6 
7 

8 

91 

27 
95 
18 

35 
38 
99 

f 


a4d 

In  the  winter  of  1779-80,  the  mercury  in  Farenheit's  thermo- 
meter feU  at  Williamsbui^  once  to  six  degrees  above  zero.  In 
1783-84|  I  was  at  Annapolis  without  a  thermometer,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  there  was  one  in  that  State :  I  heard  from  Vir^nia, 
that  the  mercury  was  again  down  to  six  degrees.  In  1789<-90, 1 
was  at  Paris.  The  mercury  here  was  as  low  as  eighteen  degrees 
below  zero,  of  Farenheit.  These  have  been  the  most  remarkably 
cold  winters  ever  known  in  America.  We  are  told,  however, 
that  in  1762,  at  Philadelphia,  it  was  twenty-two  degrees  below 
zero  :  in  December,  1793,  it  was  three  degrees  bek^w  zero  there 
by  my  thermometer.  On  the  31st  of  January,  1796,  it  was  one  and 
three-fourth  degrees  above  zero  at  Monticello.  I  shall  therefore 
have  to  change  the  maximum  of  our  cold,  if  ever  1  revise  the 
Notes  on  Virginia ;  as  six  degrees  above  zero  was  the  greatest 
which  had  ever  been  observed. 

m  It  seems  possible,  from  what  we  hear  of  the  votes  at  the  late 
election,  diat  you  may  see  me  in  Philadelphia  about  the  beginning 
of  March,  exactly  in  that  character  which,  if  I  were  to  re-appear 
at  Philadelphia,  I  would  prefer  to  all  others ;  for  I  change  the  sen- 
timent of  Clorinda  to  '  L'Alte  temo,   Thumile  non  sdegno.'     I 
have  no  inclination  to  govern  men.     I  should  have  no  views  of  my 
own  in  doing  it ;  and  as  to  those  of  tlie  governed,  I  had  rather  that 
their  disappointment  (which  must  always  happen)  should  be  point' 
ed  to  any  otliei  cause,  real  o^  supposed,  than  to  myself.     I  v^lue 
the  late  vote  highly ;  but  it  is  only  as  the  index  of  the  place  I  hold 
in  the  esteem  of  my  fellow  citizens.     Tn  this  point  of  view,  the 
difference  between  sixty-eight  and  seventy- one  votes  is  little  sen- 
sible, and  still  less  that  between  the  real  vote,  which  was  sixty- 
nine  and  seventy  ;  because  one  real  elector  in  Pennsylvania  was 
excluded  from  voting  by  the  miscarriage  of  the  votes,  and  one 
who  was  not  an  elector  was  admitted  to  vote.     My  farm,  my  fa- 
mily, my  books  and  my  building  give  me  much  more  pleasure 
than  any  public  office  would,  and,  especially,  one  which  would 
keep  me  constantly  from  them.     I  had  hoped,  when  you  were 
here,  to  have  finished  the  walls  of  ray  house  in  the  autumn,  and 
to  have  covered  it  early  in  winter.     But  we  did  not  finish  them  at 
all.     I  have  to  resume  the  work,  therefore,  in  the  spring,  and  to 
take  off  the  roof  of  tlie  old  part  during  the  summer,  to  cover  the 
whole.    This  will  render  it  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  very 
short  stay  in  Philadelphia,  should  the  late  vote  have  given  me  any 
public  duty  there.     My  visit  there  will  be  merely  out  of  respect 
to  the  public,  and  to  the  new  President. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  received  so  little  information  on  the^au! 
ject  of  our  winds.      I  had  once  (before  our  revolutions,,^!')  a 
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^4  #|r  ^i0me^llimi^^jm^^-^''-wim0^^ 

"  *'   b»«{iixiiaunicated  to  the  PluiosQ|ilioiA^SciMfigt 
n  ofder  to  «igage  them,  bjr  mmtaimMtsm'^^iitlim*' 
jm^^fmf.i$Q  hftve  the^^saoie  thing  ^done  m  mety^^HB^msk^mof^ 
MiitiiMol  jpam.    By  fsei^g  the  days  when^tdie^  wiaiiijoeiitred 
iWiBgfijMi^  of  the  Wted  Slates,  we  mighty  in  ififflttfitoiesibflie  at 
aetm^m  the  oauast  itrhieh  determine  ^e  direetieri  d^ the^winds, 
«^^iM*8U«peot  to  he  very  various.    But  this  long'^windtidpii^ot 
¥111  ^pwroBted  by  the  war  which  came  upon  us,  and-  sii»tr  that 
Ihtve  heea  far  otherwise  engaged.    I  am  sure  yoti  wfllhave^ 
itereil  the  sabject  from  much  higher  ground,  and  Ifshi#be%appy 
lillnHm^yoiar  views  in  some  of  the  hours  of  defeM^iMfl%#f^oh^ 
Wimpevm:  are  yet  to  pass  together.    To  this  musri^dded 
,^^9iMr!iidi8ervation8  on  the  new  character  of  man,  iiifhlcb^ji^Mii^ 
^  floiiii^yeW  joimiey,  as  he  is  m  alt  his  shapes  a  ciiristi»  ^iiiitik], 
Qii^i|ftoiiino/«iieb  better  quaUfiedio  judge  than  ;^op|^^ 
o|p|Mlibe  more  frieesed  to  participate  of  your  vi9W»l9l fMtoiiilin 
«iii^l^'to»4he  pleasure  of  offitrmg  you  his  sentimelStPli^iMiefe 
ftspdet^atid  esteem.  .jir  «^,.  .r^.^w^v^.-.- 
''■'iiMlito.r' 


LETTER  CCV, 


TO   HENftT  TAZEWELL. 
-_  Mooticello,  Januarjr  IG,  1707. 

wAm  iar  as^the  public  papers  are  to  be  credited,  I  maf  suppose 

pi#iesit4  Nimble  you,  and  only  pray,  if  it  <  be  wrongs  Ihat  you  witt 
'^ ider^ tiuailwer-at-^eiwritteft.   i  bdbveT^t  Mongrtodie 
ate  to  nr*'  iy  the .  Vice  President  of  his  election.  -1  recollect 
to  on  the  fiist  deetioa  of  Presideiif  tttidrVifiik 
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President,  gentlemen  of  conaderable  office  were  sent  to  notify  the 
parties  chosen.  But  this  was  the  inauguration  of  our  new  govern-* 
ment,  and  ought  not  to  be  drawn  into  example.  At  the  second 
election,  both  gentlemen  were  on  the  spot  and  needed  no  messen- 
gers. On  the  present  occasion,  the  President  will  be  on  the  spot, 
so  that  what  is  now  to  be  done  respects  myself  alone  :  and  consi- 
dering that  the  season  of  notification  will  always  present  one  diffi- 
culty, that  the  distance  in  the  present  case  adds  a  second,  not  in- 
considerable, and  which  may  in  future  happen  to  be  sometimes  much 
more  considerable,  I  hope  the  Senate  will  adopt  that  method  of 
notification,  which  will  always  be  least  troublesome  and  most  cer- 
tain. The  channel  of  the  post  is  certainly  the  least  troublesome, 
is  the  most  rapid,  and,  considering  also  that  it  may  be  sent  by  du- 
plicates and  triplicates,  is  unquestionably  the  most  certain.  In- 
dorsed to  the  postmaster  at  Charlottesville,  with  an  order  to  send 
it  by  express,  no  hazard  can  endanger  the  notification.  Appre- 
hending, that  should  there  be  a  difFerence  of  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject in  the  Senate,  my  ideas  of  self  respect  might  be  supposed  by 
some  to  require  something  more  formal  and  inconvenient,  I  beg 
leave  to  avail-  myself  of  your  friendship  to  declare,  if  a  different 
proposition  should  make  it  necessary,  that  I  consider  the  channel 
of  the  post  office  as  the  most  eligible  in  every  respect,  and  that  it 
is  to  me  the  most  desirable ;  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  expressing, 
not  with  a  view  of  encroaching  on  the  respect  due  to  that  discre- 
tion which  the  Senate  have  a  right  to  exercise  on  the  occasion, 
but  to  render  them  the  more  free  in  the  exercise  of  it,  by  taking 
off  whatsoever  weight  the  supposition  of  a  contrary  desire  in  me 
might  have  on  the  mind  of  any  member. 

I  am,  with  sincere  respect.  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Th  :  JErrERsoN. 


LETTER   CCVI. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


•         Monticollo,  January  16,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  several  accidents  of  the   winter,  ice,  floods,  rains,  pre- 
vented the  Orango  post  from  coming  to  Charlottesville  the  last 
r)st  day,  so  that  we  have  nothing  from  Philadelphia  the  last  week, 
see  however  by  the  Richmond  papers,  a  probability  that  the 
choice  of  Vice  President  has  fallen  on  me.     I  have  written  the 
VOL.  in.  44 
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inclosed  letter  therefore  to  Mr.  Tazewell,  as  a  private  friend,  and 
have  left  it  open  for  your  perusal.  It  will  «.xplain  its  own  object, 
and  I  pray  you  and  Mr.  Tazewell  to  decide  in  your  own  discre- 
tion how  it  may  best  be  used  for  its  object,  so  as  to  avoid  the  im- 
putation of  an  indecent  forwardness  in  me. 

I  observe,  doubts  are  still  expressed  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
Vermont  election.  Surely,  in  so  great  a  case,  su*^stance,  and  not 
form,  should  prevail.  I  cannot  suppose  that  the  Vermont  consti- 
tution has  been  strict  in  requiring  particular  forms  of  expressing 
the  legislative  will.  As  far  as  my  disclaimer  may  have  any  effect, 
I  pray  you  to  declare  it  on  every  occasion,  foreseen  or  not  fore- 
seen by  me,  in  favor  of  the  choice  of  the  people  substantially  ex- 
pressed, and  to  p  event  the  phenomenon  of  a  pseudo-President  at 
so  early  a  day.     Adieu.     Yours  affectionately, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCVII. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Monticello,  January  22, 1797. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  8th  came  to  hand  yesterday.  I  was  not  aware  of 
any  necessity  of  going  on  to  Philadelphia  immediately,  yet  I  had 
determined  to  do  it,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  public,  and  to 
do  away  the  doubts  which  have  spread,  tliat  I  should  consider  the 
second  office  as  beneath  my  acceptance.  The  journey,  indeed, 
for  the  month  of  February,  is  a  tremendous  undertaking  for  me, 
who  have  not  been  seven  miles  from  home  since  my  re-settlement. 
I  will  see  you  about  the  rising  of  Congress;  and  presume  I  need 
not  stay  there  a  week.  Your  letters  written  before  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary will  still  find  me  here.  My  letters  inform  me  that  Mr.  Adams 
speaks  of  me  with  great  friendship,  and  with  S8>' Taction  in  the 

frospect  of  administering  the  government  in  concuirence  with  me. 
am  glad  of  the  first  information,  because  though  I  saw  that  our 
antient  friendship  was  affected  by  a  little  leaven,  produced  partly  by 
his  constitution,  partly  by  the  contrivance  of  others,  yet  I  never 
felt  a  diminution  of  confidence  in  his  integrity,  and  retained  a  solid 
affection  for  him.  His  principles  of  government  I  knew  to  be 
changed,  but  conscientiously  changed.  As  to  my  participating  in 
the  administration,  if  by  that  he  meant  the  executive  cabinet,  both 
duty  and  inclination  will  shut  that  door  to  me.     I  cannot  have  a 
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wish  to  see  the  scenes  of  1793  revived  as  lo  myself,  and  to  de- 
scend daily  into  the  arena  like  a  gladiator,  to  suffer  martyrdom  m 
every  conflict.  As  to  duty,  the  constitution  will  know  me  only  as 
the  member  of  a  legislative  body :  and  its  principle  is,  that  of  a 
separation  of  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary  functions,  except 
in  cases  speciBed.  If  this  principle  be  not  expressed  in  direct 
terms,  yet  it  is  clearly  the  spirit  of  tlie  constitution,  and  it  ought 
to  be  so  commented  and  acted  on  by  every  friend  to  free  govern- 
ment. 

I  sincerely  deplore  the  situation  of  our  affairs  with  France. 
War  with  them,  and  consequent  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  will 
completely  compass  the  object  of  the  executive  council,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war  between  France  and  England ;  taken 
up  by  some  of  them  from  that  moment,  by  others,  more  latterly. 
I  still,  however,  hope  it  will  be  avoided.  I  do  not  believe  Mr. 
Adams  wishes  war  with  France  ;  nor  do  I  believe  he  will  truckle 
to  England  as  servilely  as  has  been  done.  If  he  assumes  this 
front  at  once,  and  shews  that  he  means  to  attend  to  self  respect 
and  national  dignity  with  both  the  nations,  perhaps  the  deprada- 
tions  of  both  on  our  commerce  may  be  amicably  arrested.  I 
think  we  should  begin  first  with  those  who  first  began  with  us,  and, 
by  an  example  on  them,  acquire  a  right  to  re-demand  the  respect 
from  whlwh  the  other  party  has  departed. 

I  suppose  you  are  informed  of  the  proceed'.ng  commenced  by 
the  legislature  of  Maryland,  to  claim  the  south  branch  of  tlie  Po- 
tomac as  their  boundary,  and  thus  of  Albemarle,  now  tlie  cen- 
tral county  of  the  State,  to  make  a  frontier.  As  it  is  impossi- 
ble, upon  any  consistent  principles,  und  after  such  a  length  of 
undisturbed  possession,  that  they  can  expect  to  establish  their 
claim,  it  can  be  ascribed  to  no  otner  than  an  intention  to  irritate 
and  divide ;  and  tliere  can  be  no  doubt  from  what  bow  the  shaft  is 
shot.  However,  let  us  cultivate  Pennsylvania,  and  we  need  not 
fear  the  universe.  The  Assembly  have  named  me  among  those 
who  are  to  manage  this  controversy.  But  1  am  so  averse  to  mo- 
tion and  contest,  and  the  other  members  are  so  fully  equal  to  the 
business,  that  1  cannot  undertake  to  act  in  it.  I  wish  you  were 
added  to  them.  Indeed,  1  wish  and  hope  you  may  consent  to  be 
added  to  our  Assembly  itself.  There  is  no  post  where  you  can 
render  greater  services,  without  going  out  of  your  State.  Let  but 
Uiis  block  stand  firm  on  its  basis,  and  Pennsylvania  do  the  same, 
our  Union  will  be  porpetual,  and  our  General  Government  kept 
within  the  bounds  and  form  of  tlie  constitution.  Adieu  affection- 
ately. » 

Tu:  Jefferson. 
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LiiTTER    CCVIII. 


TO   JAitfES    MADISON. 


Monticello,  January  30, 1797. 
Yours  of  the  18th  came  to  hand  yesterday.  I  am  very  thankful 
for  the  discretion  you  have  exercised  over  the  letter.  That  has 
happened  to  be  the  case,  which  I  knew  to  be  possible,  that  the 
honest  expression  of  my  feelings  towards  Mr.  Adams  might  be 
rendered  mal-apropos  from  circumstances  existing,  and  known  at 
the  seat  of  government,  buJ  not  known  by  me  in  my  retired  situa- 
tion. Mr.  Adams  and  myself  were  cordial  friends  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  revolution.  Since  our  return  from  Europe,  some 
litde  incidents  have  happened,  which  were  capable  of  affecting  a 
jealous  mind  like  his.  His  deviation  from  that  line  of  politics  on 
which  we  had  been  united,  has  not  made  me  less  sensible  of  the 
rectitude  of  his  heart :  and  I  wished  him  to  know  this,  and  also 
another  truth,  that  I  am  sincerely  pleased  at  having  escaped  the 
late  draught  for  the  helm,  and  have  not  a  wish  which  he  stands  in 
the  way  of.  That  he  should  be  convinced  of  these  truths,  is  im- 
portant to  our  mutual  satisfaction,  and  perhaps  to  the  harmony  and 
good  of  the  public  service.  But  there  was  a  difficulty  in  convpy- 
*^g  them  to  him,  and  a  possibility  that  the  attempt  might  do  mis- 
chief there  or  somewhere  else ;  and  I  would  nut  have  hazarded 
the  attempt,  if  you  had  not  been  in  place  to  decide  upon  its  expe- 
diency.    It  has  now  become  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  by  a  letter. 

I  have  turned  to  die  constitution  and  laws,  and  find  nothing  to 
warrant  the  opinion  that  I  might  not  have  been  qualified  here,  or 
wherever  else  I  could  meet  with  a  Senator ;  any  member  of  that 
body  being  auUiorised  to  administer  the  oath,  without  being  con- 
fined to  lime  or  place,  and  consequently  to  make  a  record  of  it, 
and  to  deposit  it  with  the  records  of  the  Senate.  However,  I  shall 
come  on,  on  the  principle  wliicli  had  first  determined  me,  respect 
to  the  public.  1  hope  I  shall  be  made  a  part  of  "no  ceremony 
whatever.  I  shall  escape  into  the  city  as  covertly  as  possible. 
If  Governor  Mifflin  should  shew  any  symptoms  of  ceremony,  pray 
contrive  to  parry  them.  We  have  now  fine  mild  weather  here. 
The  thermometer  is  above  llje  point  which  renders  fires  neces- 
sary.    Adieu  affectionately. 

Th:  Jf.fferson. 
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LETTER    CCIX. 


TO   JAMES    SULLIVAN. 


Monticello,  February  9, 1797. 
Deaa  Sir, 

I  have  many  acknowledgments  to  make  for  the  friendly  anxiety 
you  are  pleased  to  express  in  your  letter  of  January  the  12th,  for 
my  undertaking  the  office  to  which  I  have  been  elected.  The 
idea  that  I  would  accept  the  office  of  President,  but  not  that  of 
Vice  President  of  the  United  State?,  had  not  its  origin  with  mCo 
I  never  thought  of  questioning  the  free  exercise  of  the  right  of  my 
fellow  citizens,  to  marshal  those  whom  they  call  into  tlieir  service 
according  to  their  fitness,  nor  ever  presumed  that  they  were  not 
the  best  judges  of  that.  Had  I  indulged  a  wish  in  what  manner 
they  should  dispose  of  me,  it  wc-Jd  precisely  have  coincided  with 
what  they  have  done.  Neither  the  splendor,  nor  the  power,  nor 
the  difficulties,  nor  the  fame  or  defamation,  as  may  happen,  at- 
tached to  the  first  magistracy,  have  any  attractions  for  me.  The 
helm  of  a  free  government  is  always  arduous,  and  never  was  ours 
more  so,  than  at  a  moment  when  two  friendly  people  are  like  to 
be  committf*d  in  war  by  the  ill  temper  of  their  administrations.  I 
am  so  much  attached  to  my  domestic  situation,  that  I  would  not 
have  wished  to  leave  it  at  all.  However,  if  I  am  to  be  called 
from  it,  the  shortest  absences  and  most  tranquil  station  suit  me 
best.  I  value  highly,  indeed,  the  part  my  fellow  citizens  gave  me 
in  their  late  vote,  as  an  evidence  of  their  esteem,  and  I  am  happy 
in  the  information  you  are  so  kind  as  to  give,  that  many  in  the 
eastern  quarter  entertain  the  same  sentiment. 

Where  a  constitution,  like  ours,  wears  a  mixed  aspect  of  mo- 
narchy and  republicanism,  its  citizens  will  naturally  divide  into 
two  classes  of  sentiment,  according  as  their  tone  of  body  or  mind, 
their  habits,  connections  and  callings,  induce  them  to  wish  lo 
strengthen  either  the  monarchical  or  the  republican  features  of  the 
constitution.  Some  will  consider  it  as  an  eVictive  monarchy, 
which  had  better  be  made  hereditary,  and  therefore  endeavor  to 
lead  towards  that  all  the  forms  and  principles  of  its  administration. 
Others  will  view  it  as  an  energetic  republic,  turning  in  all  its  points 
on  the  pivot  of  free  and  frequent  elections.  The  great  body  of 
our  native  citizens  are  unquestionably  of  the  republican  sentiment. 
Foreign  education,  nnd  foreign  connections  of  interest,  have  pro- 
duced some  exceptions  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  north  and  south, 
and  perhaps  other  circumstances  in  your  quarter,  better  known  to 
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you,  may  have  thrown  into  the  scale  of  exceptions  a  greater  num- 
ber of  the  rich.  Still  there,  I  believe,  and  here,  I  am  sure,  the 
great  mass  is  republican.  Nor  do  any  of  the  forms  in  which 
the  public  disposition  has  been  pronounced  in  the  last  half  dozen 
years,  evince  the  contrary.  All  of  them,  when  traced  to  their  true 
source,  have  only  been  evidences  of  the  preponderant  popularity 
of  a  particular  great  character.  That  influence  once  withdrawn, 
and  our  countrymen  left  to  the  operation  of  their  own  unbiassed 
good  sense,  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  see  a  pretty  rapid  return 
of  general  harmony,  and  our  citizens  moving  in  phalanx  in  the 
paths  of  regular  liberty,  order,  and  a  sacrosanct  adherence  to  the 
constitution.  Thus  I  think  it  will  be,  if  war  with  France  can  be 
avoided.  But  if  that  untoward  event  comes  athwart  us  in  our 
present  point  of  deviation,  no  body,  I  believe,  can  foresee  into 
what  port  it  will  drive  us.  , 

I  am  always  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  after  my  most 
antient  and  respected  friend  Mr.  Samuel  Adams.  His  principles, 
founded  on  the  immoveable  basis  of  equal  right  and  reason,  have 
continued  pure  and  unchanged.  Permit  me  to  place  here  my 
sincere  veneration  for  him,  and  wishes  for  his  health  and  happi- 
ness ;  and  to  assure  yourself  of  the  sentiments  of  esteem  and  re- 
spect, with  which  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  - 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    OCX. 


TO    ELBRIDGE    GERRY. 


Philadelphia,  May  13,  1797. 
My  Dear  Friend, 

Your  favor  of  the  4th  instant  came  to  hand  yesterday.  That  of 
the  4tli  of  April,  with  the  one  for  Monroe,  has  never  been  received. 
The  first,  of  March  the  27th,  did  not  reach  me  till  April  tlie  21st, 
when  I  was  within  a  few  days  of  setting  out  for  this  place,  and  I  put 
off"  acknowledging  it  till  I  should  come  here.  I  entirely  commend 
your  dispositions  towards  Mr.  Adams ;  knowing  his  worth  as  inti- 
mately niid  esteeming  it  as  much  as  any  one,  and  acknowledging 
the  preference  of  his  claims,  if  any  I  could  have  had,  to  the  high 
office  conferred  on  him.  But  in  truth,  I  had  neither  claims  nor 
wishes  on  the  subject,  tliough  1  know  it  will  be  difficult  to  obtain 
belief  of  this.     When  I  retired  from  this  place  and  the  oflice  of 
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Secretary  of  State,  it  was  in  the  firmest  contemplation  of  never 
more  returning  here.  There  had  indeed  been  suggestions  in  the 
public  papers,  that  1  was  looking  towards  a  succession  to  the  Pre- 
sident's chair,  but  feeling  a  consciousness  of  their  falsehood,  and 
observing  that  the  suggestions  came  from  hostile  quaiters,  I  con- 
sidered them  as  intended  merely  to  excite  public  odium  against 
me.  I  never  in  my  life  exchanged  a  word  with  any  person  on 
the  subject,  till  I  found  my  name  brought  forward  generally,  in 
corapetidon  with  that  of  Mr.  Adams.  Those  with  whom  I  then 
communicated,  could  say,  if  it  were  necessary,  whether  I  met  the 
call  with  desire,  or  even  with  a  ready  acquiescence,  and  whether 
from  the  moment  of  my  first  acquiescence,  I  did  not  devoutly 
pray  that  the  very  Uiing  might  happen  which  has  happened.  The 
second  office  of  this  government  is  honorable  and  easy,  the  first  is 
but  a  splendid  misery. 

You  express  apprehensions  that  stratagems  will  be  used,  to  pro- 
duce a  misunderstanding  between  the  President  and  myself. 
Though  not  a  word  having  this  tendency  has  ever  been  hazarded 
to  me  by  any  one,  yet  I  consider  as  a  certainty  that  nothing  will 
be  left  untried  to  alienate  him  from  me.  These  machinations  will 
proceed  from  the  Hamiltonians  by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  and 
who  are  only  a  litUe  less  hostile  to  him  than  to  me.  It  cannot  but 
damp  the  pleasure  of  cordiality,  when  we  suspect  that  it  is  sus- 
pected. I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  it  is  impossible  for  Mr.  Adams 
to  believe  that  the  state  of  my  mind  is  what  it  really  is;  that  he 
may  think  1  view  him  as  an  obstacle  in  my  way.  I  have  no  super- 
natural power  to  impress  truth  on  the  mind  of  another,  nor  he  any 
to  discover  that  the  estimate  which  he  may  form,  on  a  just  view  of 
the  human  mind  as  generally  constituted,  may  not  be  just  in  its 
applicadon  to  a  special  constitution.  This  may  be  a  source  of 
private  uneasiness  to  us ;  I  honestly  confess  that  it  is  so  to  me  at  this 
time.  But  neither  of  us  is  capable  of  letting  it  have  effect  on 
our  public  duties.  Those  who  may  endeavor  to  separate  us,  are 
probably  excited  by  the  fear  that  I  might  have  influence  on  the 
executive  councils :  but  when  they  shall  know  that  I  consider  my 
office  as  constitutionally  confined  to  legislative  functions,  and  that 
I  could  not  take  any  part  whatever  in  executive  consultations, 
even  were  it  proposed,  their  fears  may  perhaps  subside,  and 
their  object  be  found  not  worth  a  ':ijarl  .nation. 

1  do  sincerely  wish  widi  yf>u,  that  we  could  take  our  stand  on 
a  ground  perfectly  neutral  and  independent  towards  all  nations. 
It  has  been  my  constant  object  through  my  public  life  :  and  with 
respect  to  the  English  and  French,  particularly,  I  have  too  often 
expressed  to  the  former  my  wishes,  and  made  to  them  proposi- 
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tions  verballjr  and  u.  wrhiog,  officially  and  privately,  to  official  and 
private  characters,  for  them  to  doubt  of  my  views,  if  they  would 
be  content  with  equality.  Of  this  they  are  in  possession  of  several 
written  and  formal  proofs,  in  my  own  hand  writmg.  But  they  have 
wished  a  monopoly  of  commerce  and  influence  widi  us ;  and  they 
have  in  fact  obtained  it.  When  we  take  notice  that  theirs  is  tlie 
workshop  to  which  we  go  for  all  we  want ;  that  with  them  centre 
either  inmiediately  or  ultimately  all  the  labors  of  our  hands  and 
lands ;  that  to  them  belongs  either  openly  or  secretly  the  great  mass 
of  our  navigation ;  that  even  the  factorage  of  their  aflairs  here,  is 
kept  to  themselves  by  factitious  citizenships ;  that  these  foreign  and 
false  citizens  now  constitute  the  great  body  of  what  are  called  our 
merchants,  f  11  our  sea  ports,  are  planted  in  every  little  town  and 
district  ^  th^  interior  country,  sway  every  thing  in  the  former 
places  i  ^ici  . wn  votes,  and  those  of  their  dependants,  in  the 
latter,  by  '3ir  iL^V  lations  and  the  influence  of  their  ledgers;  that 
they  are  advancing  fast  to  a  monopoly  of  our  banks  and  public 
funds,  and  thereby  placing  our  public  finances  under  their  control ; 
that  they  have  in  their  alliance  the  most  influential  characters  in 
and  out  of  office ;  when  they  have  shewn  tliat  by  all  these  bearings 
on  the  different  branches  of  the  government,  they  can  force  it  to 
proceed  in  whatever  direction  they  dictate,  and  bend  the  interests 
of  this  country  entirely  to  the  will  of  another ;  when  all  this,  I  say, 
is  attended  to,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  say  we  stand  on  indepen- 
dent ground,  impossible  for  a  free  mind  not  to  see  and  to  groan 
under  the  bondage  in  which  it  is  bound.  If  any  thing  after  this 
could  excite  surprise,  it  would  be  that  they  have  been  able  so  far 
to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  our  own  citizens,  as  to  fix  on  those 
who  wish  merely  to  recover  self  government  the  charge  of  sub- 
serving one  foreign  influence,  because  they  resist  submission  to 
another.  But  they  possess  our  printing  presses,  a  powerful  en- 
gine in  their  government  of  us.  At  this  veky  moment,  they  would 
have  drawn  us  into  a  war  on  tlie  side  of  England,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  failure  of  her  bank.  Such  was  their  open  and  loud  cry, 
and  that  of  their  gazettes  till  this  event.  After  plunging  us  in  all 
the  broils  of  the  European  nations,  there  would  remain  but  one 
act  to  close  our  tragedy,  that  is,  to  break  up  our  Union ;  and  even 
this  they  have  ventured  seriously  and  solemnly  to  propose  and 
maintain  by  arguments  in  a  Connecticut  paper^  I  have  been 
happy,  however,  in  believing,  from  the  stifling  of  this  effbrt,  that 
that  dose  was  (bund  too  strong,  and  excited  as  much  repugnance 
there  as  it  did  horror  in  other  parts  of  our  country,  and  that  what- 
ever follies  we  may  be  led  into  as  to  foreign  nations,  we  shall 
never  give  up  our  Union,  the  last  anchor  of  our  hope,  and  that 
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alone  which  is  to  prevent  this  heavenly  country  from  becoming  an 
arena  of  gladiators.  Much  as  I  abhor  war,  and  view  it  as  the 
greatest  scourge  of  mankind,  and  anxiously  as  I  wish  to  keep  out 
of  the  broils  of  Europe,  I  would  yet  go  with  my  brethren  into 
these,  rather  than  separate  from  them.  But  I  hope  we  may  still 
keep  clear  of  them,  notwithstanding  our  present  thraldom,  and 
that  time  may  be  given  us  to  reflect  on  the  awful  crisis  we  have 
passed  through,  and  to  find  some  means  of  shielding  ourselves  in 
future  from  foreign  influence,  political,  commercial,  or  in  whatever 
other  form  it  may  be  attempted.  I  can  scarcely  withhold  myself 
from  joining  in  the  wish  of  Silas  Deane,  that  there  were  an  ocean 
of  fire  between  us  and  the  old  world. 

A  perfect  confidence  that  you  are  as  much  attached  to  peace 
and  union  as  myself,  that  you  equally  prize  independence  of  all 
nations  and  the  blessings  of  self  government,  has  induced  me 
freely  to  unbosom  myself  to  you,  and  let  you  see  the  light  in  which 
I  have  viewed  what  has  been  passing  among  us  frc  the  beginning 
of  the  war.  And  I  shall  be  happy,  at  all  times,  xi  i  intercom- 
munication of  sentiments  with  you,  believing  th  .  the  dispositions 
of  the  different  parts  of  our  country  have  been  considerably  mis- 
represented and  misunderstood  in  each  part,  as  to  the  other,  and 
that  nothing  but  good  can  result  from  an  exchange  of  information 
and  opinions  between  those  whose  circumsta*'  es  and  morals  ad- 
mit no  doubt  of  tlie  integrity  of  their  views. 

I  remain,  with  constant  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  af- 
fectionate friend  and  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   CCXl. 


TO    GENERAL    GATES. 


Philadelphia,  May  30,  1797. 
Dear  General, 

I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlet  of  Erskine  inclosed  in  your  favor 
of  the  9lh  instant,  and  still  more  for  the  evidence  which  your  let- 
ter affords  me  of  the  health  of  your  mind,  and  I  hope  of  your 
body  also.  Erskine  has  been  reprinted  here  and  has  done  good. 
It  has  refreshed  the  memory  of  those  who  had  been  willing  to  for- 
get how  the  War  between  France  and  England  had  been  produ- 
ced ;  and  who,  apeing  St.  James's,  called  it  a  defensive  war  on  the 
part  of  England.     I  wish  any  events  could  induce  us  to  cease  to 
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copy  such  a  model,  and  to  assume  the  dignity  of  being  original. 
They  had  tlieir  paper  system,  stocicjobbing,  speculations,  public 
debt,  monied  interest,  &c.  and  all  this  was  contrived  for  us.  They 
raised  their  cry  against  jacobinism  and  revolutionists,  v/e  agaiiist 
democratic  societies  and  anti-federalists;  their  alarmists  sounded  in- 
surrection, ours  marched  an  army  to  look  for  one,  but  they  could 
not  find  it.  I  wish  the  parallel  may  stop  here,  and  that  we  may 
avoid,  instead  of  imitating,  a  general  bankruptcy  and  disastrous 
war. 

Congress,  or  rather  the  Representatives,  have  been  a  fortnight 
debating  between  a  more  or  less  irritating  answer  to  the  Presi- 
dent's speech.  The  latter  was  lost  yesterday,  by  forty-eight 
against  fifty-one  or  fifty-two.  It  is  btilieved,  however,  that  when 
they  come  to  propose  measures  leading  directly  to  war,  they  will 
lose  some  of  tlieir  numbers.  Those  who  have  no  wish  but  for 
the  peace  of  their  country,  and  its  independence  of  all  foreign  in- 
fluence, have  a  hard  stniggle  indeed,  overwhelmed  by  a  cry  as 
loud  and  imposing  as  if  it  were  true,  of  being  under  French  influ- 
ence, and  this  raised  by  a  faction  composed  of  English  subjects 
residing  among  us,  or  such  as  are  English  in  all  their  relations  and 
sentiments.  However^  patience  will  bring  all  to  rights,  and  we 
shall  both  live  to  see  the  mask  taken  from  their  faces,  and  our 
citizens  sensible  on  which  side  true  liberty  and  independence  are 
sought.  Should  any  circumstance  draw  me  further  from  home, 
1  shall  with  great  cordiality  pay  my  respects  to  you  at  Rose  Hill, 
and  am  not  without  hope  of  meeting  you  here  some  time. 

Here,  there,  and  every  where  else,  I  am  with  great  and  sincere 
attachment  and  respect,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson 


LETTER    OCX  II. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  Juno  1,  1797 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  on  the  18th  of  May.     The  address  of  the  Senate 

#was  soon  after  that.  The  first  draught  was  responsive  to  the 
speech,  and  higher  toned.  Mr.  Henry  arrived  tlie  day  it  was  re- 
ported ;  the  addressers  had  not  yet  their  strength  around  them. 
They  listened  therefore  to  his  objections,  recommitted  the  papers, 
added  him  and  Tazewell  to  the  committee,  and  it  was  rejwrted  with 
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considerable  alterations ;  but  one  great  attack  was  made  on  it, 
which  was  to  strike  out  tlie  clause  approving  every  tiling  hereto- 
fore done  by  the  executive.  This  clause  was  retained  by  a  ma- 
jority of  four.  They  received  a  new  accession  of  members,  held 
a  caucus,  took  up  all  die  points  recommended  in  the  speech,  ex- 
cept the  raising  money,  agreed  Uie  list  of  every  committee,  and 
on  Monday  passed  the  resolutions  and  appointed  the  committees, 
by  an  uniform  vote  of  seventeen  to  eleven.  (Mr.  Henry  was  ac- 
cidentally absent ;  Koss  not  then  come.)  Yesterday  they  took  up 
the  nomination  of  John  Qiiincy  Adams  to  Berlin,  which  had  been 
objected  to  as  extending  our  diplomatic  establishment.  It  was 
approved  by  eighteen  to  fourteen.  (Mr.  Tatnall  accidentally  ab- 
sent.) From  the  proceedings  we  are  able  to  see,  that  eighteen 
on  the  one  side  and  ten  on  the  other,  with  two  wavering  votes, 
will  decide  every  question.  Schuyler  is  too  ill  to  come  this  ses- 
sion, and  Gunn  has  not  yet  come.  Pinckney,  (the  General)  John 
Marshall  and  Dana  are  nominated  Envoys  Extraordinary  to  trance. 
Charles  Lee  consulted  a  member  from  Virginia,  to  know  whether 
Marsliall  would  be  agreeable.  He  named  you,  as  more  likely  to 
give  satisfaction.  The  answer  was  '  nobody  of  Mr.  Madison's 
way  of  thinking  will  be  appointed.' 

The  representatives  have  not  yet  got  through  Uieir  addresses. 
An  amendment  of  Mr.  Nicholas's,  which  you  will  have  seen  in 
the  papers,  was  lost  by  a  division  of  forty-six  to  fifty-two.  A 
clause  by  Mr.  Dayton,  exj)res.sing  a  wish  that  France  might  be 
put  on  an  enual  footing  with  other  nations,  was  inserted  by  fifty- 
two  against  forty-seven.  This  vote  is  most  worthy  of  notice,  be- 
cause the  moderation  and  justice  of  the  proposition  being  unques- 
tionable, it  shews  that  there  are  forty-seven  decided  to  go  to  all 
lengths  to*  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

They  have  received  a  new  orator  from  the  district  of  Mr.  Ames. 
He  is  the  son  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate.  They  have  an  ac- 
cession from  South  Carolina  also,  that  State  being  exactly  divided. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  I  learned  the  following  facts, 
which  give  me  real  concern.  When  the  British  treaty  arrived  at 
Charleston,  a  meeting,  as  you  know,  was  called,  and  a  committee 
of  seventeen  appointed,  of  whom  General  Pinckney  was  one.  He 
did  not  nitend.  They  waited  for  him,  sent  for  him  :  he  treated 
(lie  mission  with  great  hauteur,  and  disapproved  of  Uicir  meddling. 
In  the  covirse  of  subsequent  altercations,  he  declared  that  his  bro- 
ther, T.  Pinckney,  approved  of  every  article  of  the  treaty,  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  and  since  that  time,  the  politics  of 
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Charleston  have  been  assuming  a  different  hue.     Young  Rutlerige 
joining  Smith  and  Harper,  is  au  ominous  fact  as  to  that  whole  interest. 

Tobacco  is  at  nine  dollars,  and  flour  very  dull  of  sale.  A 
great  stagnation  in  commerce  generally.  During  the  present 
bankruptcy  in  England,  tlie  merchants  seem  disposed  to  lie  on 
their  oars.  It  is  impossible  to  conjecture  the  rising  of  Congress, 
as  it  will  depend  on  the  system  they  decide  on  ;  whether  of  pre- 
paration for  war,  or  inaction.  In  the  vote  of  forty-six  to  fifty-two, 
Morgan,  Macliir  and  Evans  were  of  the  majority,  and  Clay  kept 
his  seat,  refusing  to  vote  with  either.  In  that  of  forty-seven  to 
fifty-two,  Evans  was  the  only  one  of  our  delegation  who  voted 
against  putting  France  on  an  equjil  footing  with  other  nations. 

P.  M.  So  far,  I  had  written  in  the  morning.  I  now  take  up 
my  pen  to  add,  that  the  addresses  having  been  reprted  to  the 
House,  it  was  moved  to  disagree  to  so  much  of  the  amendment 
as  went  to  the  putting  France  on  an  equal  footing  with  other  na- 
tions, and  Morgan  and  Machir  turning  tail,  (in  consequence,  as  is 
said,  of  having  been  closeted  last  night  by  Charles  Lee)  the  vote 
was  forty-nine  to  fifty.  So  the  principle  was  saved  by  a  single 
vote.  They  then  proposed  that  compensations  for  spoliations 
shall  be  a  sine  qua  non,  and  tliis  will  be  decided  on  tomorrow. 
Yours  affectionately, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CCXdl. 


TO    COLONEL   BURR. 


'..  Philadelphia,  Juno  J  7, 1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  newspapers  give  so  minutely  what  is  passing  in  Congress, 
that  nothing  of  detail  can  be  wantinp;  for  your  information.  Per- 
haps, however,  some  general  view  of  our  situation  and  prospects, 
since  you  left  us,  may  not  be  unacceptable.  At  any  rate,  it  will 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  recalling  myself  to  your  memory,  and 
of  evidencing  my  esteem  for  you.  You  well  know  how  strong  a 
character  of  division  had  been  impressed  on  the  Senate  by  the 
British  treaty.  Common  error,  common  censure,  and  common 
efforts  of  defence  had  formed  the  treaty  majority  into  a  common 
band,  which  feared  to  separate  even  on  other  subjects.  Towards 
the  close  of  the  last  Congress,  however,  it  had  been  hoped  that 
their  ties  began  to  Joosen,  and  their  phalanx  to  separate  a  little 
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This  hope  was  blasted  at  the  very  opening  of  the  preset  session, 
by  tiie  nature  of  the  appeal  which  the  President  made  to  tlie  na- 
tion ;  the  occasion  for  which  had  confessedly  sprung  from  the  fatal 
British  treaty.     This  circumstance  rallied  them  again  to  tlieir 
standard,  and  hitherto  we  have  li  id  pretty  regular  treaty  votes  on 
all  qut  ..ions  of  principle.     And  indeed  i  fear,  that  as  long  as  the 
same  individuals  remain,  so  long  we  shall  see  traces  of  the  same 
division.     In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  republican  body 
has  also  lost  strength.     The  nori  attendance  of  five  or  six  of  that 
description,  has  left  the  majority  very  equivocal  indeed.     A  few 
individuals  of  no  fixed  system  at  all,  governed  by  the  panic  or  the 
prowess  of  the  moment,  Hap  as  the  breeze  blows  against  the  re- 
publican or  the  aristocratic  Lodies,  and  give  to  the  one  or  the 
other  a  preponderance  entirely  accidental.     Hence  the  dissimilar 
aspect  of  tlie  address,  and  of  t!ie  proceedings  subsequent  to  that. 
The  inflammatory  composition  of  the  speech  excited  sensations  of 
resentment  which  had  slept  under  British  injuries,  threw  the  wa- 
vering into  the  war  scale,  and  produced  the  war  address.     Buo- 
naparte's victories  and  those  on  the  Rhine,  the  Austrian  peace, 
British  bankruptcy,  mutiny  of  the  seamen,  and  Mr.  King's  exhor- 
tations to  pacific  measures,  have  cooled  them  down  again,  and  the 
scale   of  peace    preponderates.      The   threatening   propositions 
therefore,  founded  in  the  address,  are  abandoned  one  by  one, 
and  the  cry  begins  now  to  be,  that  we  have  been  called  together 
to  do  notliing.     The  truth  is,  there  is  nothing  to  do,  the  idea  of 
war  being  scouted  by  the  events  of  Europe  :  but  this  only  proves 
that  war  was  the  object  for  which  we  were  called.     It  proves  that 
the  executive  temper  was  for  war  ;  and  that  the  convocation  of 
the  Representatives  wa.s  an  experiment  of  tlie  temper  of  the  na- 
tion, to  see  if  it  was  in  unison.     Efforts  at  negotiation  indeed  were 
promised ;  but  such  a  promise  was  as  difficult  to  withhold,  as  easy 
to  render  nugatory.     If  negotiation  alone  had  been  meant,  that 
might  have  been  pursued  without  so  much  delay,  and  without 
calling  the  Representatives ;  and  if  strong  and  earnest  negotiation 
had  been  meant,  the  additional  ncminalion  would  have  been  of 
persons  strongly  and  earnestly  attached  to  the  alliance  of  1778. 
War  then  was  intended.     Whether  abandoned  or  not,  we  must 
judge  'Vom  future  indications  and  events ;  for  the  same  secrecy 
and  m}:>tery  are  affected  to  be  observed  by  the  present,  which 
marked  i!ie  former  administration.     I  had  always  hoped,  that  the 
popularity  of  the  late  President  being  once  withdrawn  from  active 
effect,  the  natural  feelings  of  the  people  towards  liberty  would 
restore  the  equilibrium  between  the  executive  and  legislative  de- 
partments, which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  superior  weight  and 
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effect  of  Uiat  popularity ;  and  that  their  natural  feelings  of  moral 
obligation  would  discountenance  the  ungrateful  predilection  of  tlie 
executive  in  favor  of  Great  Britain.  But  unfortunately,  the  pre- 
ceding measures  haw  already  alienatec  the  nation  who  were  the 
object  of  them,  had  excited  reaction  from  them,  and  this  reaction 
has  on  the  minds  of  our  citizens  aa  effect  which  supplies  that  of 
the  Washington  popularity.  This  effect  was  sensible  on  some  of 
the  kte  congressional  elections,  and  this  it  is  which  has  lessened 
the  republican  majority  in  Congress.  When  it  will  be  reinforced, 
must  depend  on  events,  and  these  are  so  incalculable,  that  I  con- 
sider the  future  character  of  our  republic  as  in  the  air ;  indeed  its 
future  fortune  will  be  in  the  air,  if  war  is  made  on  us  by  France, 
and  if  Louisiana  bocomes  a  Gallo-American  colony. 

I  have  been  nmch  pleased  to  see  a  dawn  of  change  in  the  spirit 
of  your  Stale.  The  late  elections  have  indicated  something, 
which,  at  a  distance,  we  do  not  understand.  However,  what  with 
the  English  influence  in  the  lower,  and  the  Patroon  influence  in 
the  upper  parts  of  your  State,  I  presume  little  is  to  be  hoped.  If 
a  prospect  could  be  once  opened  upon  us  of  the  penetration  of 
truth  into  llie  eastern  States;  if  tlie  people  there,  who  are  unques- 
tionably republicans,  could  discover  that  they  have  been  duped 
into  the  support  of  measures  calculated  to  sap  the  very  founda- 
tions of  republicanism,  we  might  still  hope  for  salvation,  and  that  it 
would  come,  as  of  old,  from  the  east.  Iiut  will  that  region  ever 
awake  to  the  true  state  of  things?  Can  the  middle,  southern  and 
western  States  hold  on  till  they  awake?  These  are  painful  and 
doubtful  questions :  and  if,  in  assuring  me  of  your  healtl^  you  can 
give  me  a  comfortable  solution  of  them,  it  will  relieve  a  mind  de- 
voted to  die  preservation  of  our  republican  government  in  the  true 
form  and  spirit  in  which  it  was  established,  but  almost  oppressed 
with  apprehensions  that  fraud  will  at  length  effect  what  force  could 
not,  and  that  what  with  currents  and  counter  currents,  we  shall,  in 
the  end,  be  driven  back  to  the  land  from  which  we  launched 
twenty  years  ago.  Indeed,  my  dear  Sir,  we  have  been  but  a 
sturdy  fish  on  die  hook  of  a  dexterous  angler,  who  letting  us  flounce 
till  we  have  spent  our  force,  brings  us  up  at  last. 

I  am  tired  of  die  scene,  and  this  day  sen'night  shall  change  it 
for  one,  where,  to  tranquillity  of  mind  may  be  added  pursuits  of 
private  utility,  since  none  public  are  admitted  by  the  state  of 
things. 

I  am,  witli  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and 
servant, 

•     .  )   N  Th  :  Jkffeuson. 
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P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  received  a  report  tlial 
the  French  Directory  has  propcjeJ  a  declaration  of  war  against 
the  United  States  to  the  Council  of  Antients,  who  have  rejected  it. 
Thus  we  see  two  nations  who  love  one  another  affectionately, 
brought  by  the  ill  temper  of  their  executive  administrations,  to  the 
very  brink  of  a  necessity  to  imbrue  tlieir  hands  in  the  blood  of 
each  ether.  T.  J. 
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LETTER    CCXIV. 


TO    ELBRIDGE    CERRY. 


Philadelphia,  June  31,  1797. 
My  Dear  Friend,  i 

It  was  with  infinite  joy  to  me,  that  you  were  yesterday  announced 
to  the  Senate,  as  Envoy  Extraordinary,  jointly  with  General  Pinck- 
ney  and  Mr.  Marshall,  to  the  French  republic.  It  gave  me  cer- 
tain assurance  that  there  would  be  a  preponderance  in  the  mission, 
sincerely  disposed  to  be  at  peace  with  the  French  government 
and  nation.  Peace  is  undoubtedly  at  present  the  first  object  of 
our  nation.  Interest  and  honor  are  also  national  considerations. 
But  interest,  duly  weighed,  is  in  favor  of  peace  even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  spoliations  past  and  future ;  and  honor  cannot  now  be  an 
object.  The  insults  and  injuries  committed  on  us  by  both  the 
belligerent  parties,  from  the  beginning  of  1 793  to  this  day,  and 
still  continuing,  cannot  now  be  wiped  off  by  -ngaging  in  war  with 
one  of  them.  As  there  is  great  reason  to  expect  this  is  the  last 
campaign  in  Europe,  it  would  certainly  be  better  for  us  to  rub 
through  this  year,  as  we  have  done  through  the  four  preceding 
ones,  and  hope  that  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  we  may  be  able  to 
establish  some  plan  for  our  foreign  connections  more  likely  to  se- 
cure our  peace,  interest  and  honor,  in  future.  Our  countrymen 
have  divided  themselves  by  such  strong  affections,  to  the  French 
and  the  English,  that  nothing  will  secure  us  internally  but  a  divorce 
from  both  nations;  and  this  must  be  the  object  of  every  real  Ameri- 
can, and  its  attainment  is  practicable  without  much  self-denial. 
But  for  this,  peace  is  necessary.  Be  assured  of  this,  my  dear 
Sir,  that  if  we  engage  in  a  war  during  our  present  j)assions,  and 
our  present  weakness  in  some  quarters,  our  Union  runs  the 
greatest  risk  of  not  coming  out  of  that  war  in  the  sRape  in  which 
it  enters  it.  My  reliance  for  our  preservation  is  in  your  accept- 
ance of  this  mission.     I  know  the  tender  circumstances  which  will 
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oppose  themselves  to  it.  But  its  duration  will  be  short,  and  its 
reward  long.  You  have  it  in  your  power,  by  accepting  and  deter- 
mining the  character  of  the  mission,  to  secure  the  present  peace 
and  eternal  union  of  your  country.  If  you  decline,  on  motives  of 
private  pain,  a  substitute  may  be  named  who  has  enlisted  his  pas- 
sions in  the  present  contest,  and  by  the  preponderance  of  his  vote 
in  the  mission  may  entail  on  us  calamities,  your  share  in  which, 
and  your  feelings,  will  outweigh  whatever  pain  a  temporary  ab- 
sence from  your  family  could  give  you.  The  sacrifice  will  be 
short,  the  remorse  would  be  never  ending.  Let  me  then,  my 
dear  Sir,  conjure  your  acceptance,  and  that  you  will,  by  this  act, 
seal  the  mission  with  the  confidence  of  all  parties.  Your  nomina- 
tion has  given  a  spring  to  hope,  which  was  dead  before. 

I  leave  this  place  in  three  days,  and  therefore  shall  not  here 
liave  the  pleinure  of  learning  your  determinaiion.  But  it  will 
reach  me  in  my  retirement,  and  enrich  the  tranquillity  of  that 
scene.  It  will  add  to  the  proofs  which  have  convinced  me  that 
the  man  who  loves  his  country  on  its  own  account,  and  not  merely 
for  its  trappings  of  interest  or  jwwer,  can  never  be  divorced 
from  it,  can  never  refuse  to  come  forward  when  he  finds  that  she 
is  engaged  in  dangers  which  he  has  die  means  of  warding  off. 
Make  then  an  effort,  my  friend,  to  renounce  your  domestic  com- 
forts for  a  few  months,  and  reflect  Uiat  to  be  a  good  husband  and 
good  father  at  this  moment,  you  must  be  also  a  good  citizen. 
VVidi  sincere  wishes  for  your  acceptance  and  success,  1  am,  with 
unalterable  esteem,  Dear  Sii*,  your  allocU'Miate  friend  and  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CCXV. 


TO    EDWARD    RUTLEDGE. 

riuladolphia,  Juno  24,  1707. 

,  -      My  Dear  Sir, 

[  have  to  acknowledge  your  two  favors  of  May  the  4tii  ami 
19th,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  attentions  to  the  commissions  for 
the  peas  and  oranges,  which  1  learn  have  arrived  in  Virginia.  Your 
draft  I  hope  will  soon  follow  on  Mr.  Joliii  Harnes,  merchant  here, 
who,  as  1  before  advised  you,  is  directed  to  answer  it. 

When  Coftgress  first  met,  the  assemblage  of  facts  presented  in 
the  President's  speech,  with  the  mi<ltipiied  accounts  of  spoliations 
by  tho  French  West  hidians,  appeared,  by  sundry  votes  on  the 
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address,  to  incline  a  majority  to  put  themselves  in  a  posture  of 
war.     Under  this  influence  the  address  was  formed,  and  its  spirit 
would  probably  have  been  pursued  by  corresponding  measures, 
had  the  events  of  Europe  been  of  an  ordinary  train.     But  this  ' 
has  been  so  extraordinary,  that  numbers  have  gone  over  to  those, 
who,  from  the  first,  feeling  with  sensibility  the  French  insults,  as 
they  had  felt  those  of  England  before,  thought  now  as  they  thought 
then,  that  war  measures  should  be  avoided,  and  those  of  peace 
pursued.     Their  favorite  engine,  on  the  former  occasion,  was 
commei-cial  regulati&ns,  in  prelerence  to  negotiations,  to  war  pre- 
parations and  increase  of  debt.     On  the  latter,  as  we  have  no 
commerce  with  France,  the  restriction  of  which  could  press  on 
them,  tliey  wished  for  negotiation.     Those  of  tlie  opposite  senti- 
ment had,  on  the  former  occnsion,  preferred  negotiation,   but  at 
the  same  time  voted  for  great  war  preparations,  and  increase  of 
debt:  now  also  they  were  for  negotiation,  war  preparations  and 
debt.     The  parties  have  in  debate  mntually  charged  e&jh  other 
witli  inconsistency,  and  with  being  governed  by  an  attachment  to 
this  or  that  of  the  belligerent  nations,  rather  than  the  dictates  of 
reason  and  pure  Americanism.     Hut  in  trutli.,  both  have  been 
consistent:  the  same  men  having  voted  for  war  measures  who  did 
before,  and  the  same  against  them  now  who  did   before.     The 
events  of  Europe  coming  to  us  in  astonisiiing  and  rapid  succes- 
sion, to  wit,  the  public  hankrupitcy  of  Englaiid,  Buonaparte's  suc- 
cesses, the  successes  on  the   Hiiinc,  the  Austrian  pjace,  mutiny 
of  the  British  fleet,  Irish  insurrection,  a  dem»'r:I  of  forty-three 
millions  for  tlie  current  services  of  the  yenr,  and,  above  all,  the 
warning  voice,  q^  is  said,  of  Mr.  King,  to  abr;ndon  all  thought  of 
connection  with  Great  Brjiain,  that  she  is  going  down  irrecovera- 
bly, and   will   sink  ns  also,  if  we  do  not  clear  ourselves,  have 
brought  over  several  to  the  pacific  party,  so  as,  at  present,  to  give 
majorities  against  all  threatening  measures.     They  go  on  with 
frigates  and  Sortificalions,  hocaufi  ihey  were  going  on  with  them 
before.     Tiiey  ilirect  eighty  thousand  of  their  militia  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  for  service.      Hut  thoy  reject  the   propositions 
to  raise  cavalry,  artillery,  and  a  provisional  army,  and  to  trust  pri- 
vate ships  with  arms  in  the  present  combustible  slate  of  things. 
They  believe  the  j)resenl  is  the  last  campaign  of  Europe,  and 
wish  to  rub  through  this  fragment  of  a  year  as  they  have  through 
the  four  preccMJing  ones,  opposing  palii'nce  to  insult,  and  interest 
to  honor.     They  will,  therefore,  immediately  adjourn.     'J'his  is 
indeed  a  most  Immiliating  state  of  things,  but  it  ronim«5nced  in 
1793.     Causes  have  brc^j  adding  to  causer.,  ami  efl'ects  accumu- 
lating on  effects,  from  that  time  to  this.     We  Itad  in   1793,  the 
vof,    ill.  46 
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most  respectable  character  in  die  universe.  What  the  npntral  na- 
tions 'hink  of  us  nov,  I  know  not;  but  we  are  low  "c'ceu  wiji  uio 
b  ;I'ig,a  eiits.  Their  kicks  and  cufls  prove  their  coi^fer^jju  Jl  r/e 
weather  the  present  storm,  I  hope  we  shall  avail  <>*^rse;vo3  oi  tno 
calm  cf  peace,  to  place  our  foreign  connections  under  a  new  and 
diiTerent  arrangement.  We  must  make  the  interest  of  every  na- 
tion stand  surety  for  their  justice,  and  their  own  loss  to  follow  injury 
to  us,  as  effect  follows  its  cause.  As  to  every  thing  except  com- 
merce, we  ought  to  divorce  ourselves  from  diem  all.  But  {his 
syptem  would  require  time,  temper,  wisdom,  and  occasional  sacri- 
fice of  interest :  and  how  far  all  of  these  will  be  ours,  our  children 
may  see,  but  we  shall  not.  The  passions  are  too  high  at  present, 
to  be  cooled  in  our  day.  You  and  I  have  formerly  seen  warm 
debates  and  high  political  passions.  But  genUemen  of  different 
politics  would  then  speak  to  each  other,  and  separate  the  business 
of  die  Senate  from  diat  of  society.  It  is  not  so  now.  Men  who 
have  been  intimate  all  their  lives,  cross  the  streets  to  avoid  meeting, 
and  turn  their  heads  another  way,  lest  they  should  be  obliged  to 
touch  their  hats.  This  may  do  for  young  men  with  whom  passion 
is  enjoyment.  But  it  is  afllicting  to  peaceable  minds.  Tranquil- 
lity is  the  old  man's  milk.  I  go  to  enjoy  it  in  a  few  diiy%  and  to 
exchange  the  roar  and  tumult  of  bulls  and  bears,  for  iU^  prattle 
of  my  grand-children  and  senile  rest.  Be  Uiese  yours,  my  dear 
friend,  through  long  years,  with  every  other  blessing,  and  the  at- 
tachment of  friends  as  warm  and  sincere,  as  yours  affectionately, 

Th:  J^ifferson.    i 


LETT*  ?•     CCXVl.  ., 

THOidAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JAMF.S    MADISON. 

Monticollo,  August  3,  1797.   * 

I  scribbled  you  a  line  on  the  24th  ultimo :  it  missed  of  the  post, 
and  so  went  by  a  private  hand.  I  perceive  from  yours  by  Mr. 
Bringhurst,  that  you  had  not  received  it.  In  fact,  it  was  only  an 
earnest  exhortation  to  come  here  with  Monroe,  which  I  still  hope 
you  will  do.  In  the  mean  tinio,  I  inclose  you  a  letter  from  liim, 
and  wish  your  opinion  on  its  principal  subject.  The  variety  of 
vH'ier  topics  the  day  I  was  with  you,  kept  out  of  sight  die  letter  to 
Mazzei  imputed  to  me  in  die  papers,  die  general  substance  of 
which  is  mine,  uiough  the  diction  has  been  considerably  altered 
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«rMci  varied  in  the  fedurse  of  its  translations  from  Ei.glish  into  lialiai?, 
Irom  Italian  into  French,  and  from  French  intc  Fjnp'i.'h.     I  fir^« 
met  with  it  at  Bladensl  >irg,  and  for  a  moment  concttived  It  luust 
take  the  field  of  ihe  public  papers.   I  could  not  disavow  it  wholly, 
because  the  greatest  part  was  mine,  in  substance  though  not  in 
form.     I  could  not  avow  it  as  it  stood,  because  the  form  was  not 
mine,  and,  in  one  place,  the  substance  very  material-y  falsified. 
This,  then,  would  render  explanations  necessary ;  nay,  it  would 
render  proofs  of  the  whole  necessary,  and  draw  me  at  length  into 
a  publication  of  all  (even  the  secret)  transactions  of  the  adminis- 
tration while  1  was  of  it ;  and  embroil  me  personally  with  eveiy 
member  of  the  executive,  wiih  the  judiciary,  and  with  others  still. 
I  soon  decided  in  my  own  niind,  to  be  entirely  silent.     I  consulted 
with  several  friends  at  Philadelphia,  who,  every  one  of  them,  were 
clearly  against  my  avowing  or  disavowing,  and  some  of  them  con- 
jured me  most  earnestly  to  let  nothing  provoke  me  to  it.     I  cor- 
rected, in  conversation  with  them,  a  substantial  misrepresentation  in 
the  copy  published.     The  original  has  a  sentini<  nt  like  this  (for  I 
have  it  not  before  me),  'they  j./e  endeavoring  to  submit  us  to  the 
substance,  as  they  already  have  to  the  forms  of  the  British  govern- 
ment ;'  meaning  by  forms,  the  birth-days,  levees,  processions  to 
parliament,  inauguration  pomposities^  &tc.    But  the  copy  published 
says,  '  as  they  have  already  submitted  us  to  \hc  form,  ot  the  British,' 
&tc. ;  making  me  express  hostility  to  the  form  of  our  government, 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  constitution  iiself.     For  this  is  really  the  dif- 
ference of  the  word  form,  used  in  the  singular  or  plural,  in  that 
phrase,  in  the  English  language.     Now  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  explain  this  publicly,  Aiihout  bringing  on  a  i)ersonal  diffe- 
rence between  Cieneral  Washington  i\[\i\   myself,  which  nothing 
before  the  publication  of  this  letter  has  ever  done.     It  would  em- 
broil me  also  with  all  those  with  whom  his  character  is  still  poj)ular, 
that  is  to  say,  nine  tenths  of  the  peoj)le  of  the  United  States;  and 
what  good  would  be  obtained  by  avowing  the  letter  with  the  ne- 
cessary explanations?    Very  little  indeed,  in  my  opinion,  to  coun- 
terbalance a  good  deal  of  harm.    From  my  silence  in  this  instance, 
it  cannot  be  inferred  that  I  am  afraid  to  own  the  general  senti- 
ments of  the  letter.     If  1  am  subject  to  either  imputation,  it  is  to 
that  of  avowing  such  sentiments  too  frankly  both  in  private  and 
public,  often  when  there  is  no  necessity  for  it,  merely  because  I 
disdain  every  thing  like  duplicity.     Still,  however,  1  am  open  to 
conviction.     Think  for  me  on  the  occasion,  and  advise  me  what 
to  do,  and  confer  with  Colonel  Monroe  on  the  sii))ject. 

Let  me  intreat  you  again  to  (!ome  with  Inni ;  <hcre  are  other 
important  things  to  consuU  on.     One  will  be  his  atliiir.     Another 
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is  th  e  subject  of  the  petition  now  inclosed  you,  to  be  proposed  to 
ojr  district,  on  the  late  presentment  of  our  representative  by  the 
gran  d  jury :  the  idea  it  brings  forward  is  still  conBned  to  my  own 
brea  st.  It  has  never  been  mentioned  to  any  mortal,  because  1 
first  wish  your  opinion  on  tlie  expediency  of  the  measure.  If  you 
approve  it,  1  sliall  propose  to  *  *  *  or  some  other,  to  father 
it,  and  to  present  it  to  the  counties  at  their  general  muster.  This 
will  be  in  time  for  our  Assembly.  The  presentment  going  in  tlie 
public  papers  just  at  the  moment  when  Congress  was  together, 
produced  a  great  effect  both  on  its  friends  and  foes  in  that  body, 
very  much  to  the  disheartening  and  mortification  of  tlie  latter.  I 
wish  this  petition,  if  approved,  to  arrive  there  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, to  produce  the  counter  effect  so  wanting  for  their 
gratification.  I  could  have  wished  to  receive  it  from  you  again  at 
our  court  on  Monday,  because  *  *  *  and  *  *  *  will 
be  there,  and  might  also  be  consulted,  and  commence  measu^'es 
for  putting  it  into  motion.  If  you  can  return  it  tlien,  with  your 
opinion,  it  will  be  of  importance.  Present  me  affectionately  to 
Mrs.  Madison,  and  convey  to  her  my  intreaties  to  interpose  her 
good  ofiices  and  persuasives  with  you  to  bring  her  here,  and  be- 
fore we  uncover  our  house,  which  will  yet  be  some  weeks. 
Salutations  and  adieu.  <• 
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LETTER   CCXVn. 


TO    COLONEL    ARTHUR    CAMPBELL. 


Monticello,  September  1, 1797. 
Pfiui  Sm, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  July  the  4th, 
and  to  recognise  in  it  the  sentiments  you  have  ever  held,  and 
worth}  of  the  day  on  which  it  is  elated.  It  is  true  iliat  a  parly 
h».  risen  up  among  us,  or  rather  has  come  among  us,  which  is 
endeavoring  to  separate  uii  from  all  friendly  connection  with 
Francr-,  io  unite  our  destinies  with  tiiose  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
a&v;iiiia^.  our  government  to  theirs.  Oui  lenity  in  permitting  the 
returr:  af  iha  old  tories,  gave  the  first  body  to  this  party ;  they  have 
becf»  ii>.ci  cased  by  large  importations  of  British  merchants  and 
factors,  by  American  merchants  dealing  on  British  capital,  and  by 
stock  dealers  and  banking  companies,  who,  by  the  aid  of  a  paper 
system,  are  enriching  themselves  to  the  ruin  of  our  country,  and 
swaying  the  government  by  their  jwssession  of  the  printing  presses, 
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which  their  wealth  commands,  and  by  other  means,  not  always 
honorable  to  tlie  character  of  our  countrymen.  Hitherto,  their 
influence  and  their  system  have  been  irresistible,  and  tliey  have 
raised  up  an  executive  power  which  is  toO  strong  for  the  legisla- 
ture. But  I  flatter  myself^  they  have  passed  their  zenith.  The 
people,  while  these  things  were  doing,  were  lulled  into  rest  and 
security  from  a  cause  wliich  no  longer  exists.  No  prepossessions 
now  will  shut  their  ears  rj  truth.  They  begin  to  see  to  what 
port  their  leaders  were  steering  during  their  slumbers,  and  there 
is  yet  time  to  haul  in,  if  we  can  avoid  a  war  with  France.  All 
can  be  done  peaceably,  by  the  people  confming  their  choice  of 
Representatives  and  Senators  to  persons  attached  to  republican 
government  and  the  principles  of  1776,  not  oflice  hunters,  but  far- 
mers, whose  interests  are  entirely  agricultural.  Such  men  are  the 
true  representatives  of  the  great  Am(;rican  interest,  and  are  alone 
to  be  relied  on  for  expressing  the  proper  American  sentiments. 
We  owe  gratitude  to  France,  justice  to  England,  good  will  to  all, 
and  subservience  to  none.  All  this  must  be  brought  about  by  tlie 
people,  using  their  elective  rights  wiili  prudence  and  self-posses- 
sion, and  not  suffering  themselves  to  be  duped  by  treacherous 
emissaries.  It  was  by  the  sober  sense  of  our  citizens  that  we  were 
safely  and  steadily  conducted  from  jnonarchy  to  republicanism, 
and  it  is  by  the  same  agency  alone  we  can  be  kept  from  falling 
back.  I  am  happy  in  this  occasion  of  reviving  the  memory  of  old 
diings,  and  of  assuring  you  of  the  continuance  of  the  esteem  and 
respect  of,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   CCXVlll. 

THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO   JAMES    MONROE. 

Monticcllo,  Septonibci  7, 171)7. 

The  doubt  which  you  suggest  as  to  our  jurisdiction  over  the 
case  of  the  Gra"hd  Jury  vs.  Cabell,  had  occurred  to  me,  and  natu- 
rally occurs  on  first  view  of  the  question.  But  1  knew,  tliat  to 
send  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress, 
would  make  bad  worse  ;  that  a  majority  of  that  House  would  i)ass  a 
vote  of  approbation.  On  examination  of  the  question  loo,  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  we  could  maintain  the  audiority  of  our  own  go- 
vernment over  it. 
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A  right  of  free  correnMiidence  between  citizen  and  citizei:,  on 
their  joint  interests,  whether  public  or  private,  and  under  whatso- 
ever laws  these  interests  crise,  (to  wit,  of  the  State,  of  Congress, 
of  France,  Spain,  or  Turkey)  is  a  natural  right :  it  is  not  the  gift 
of  any  municipal  law,  either  of  England,  of  Virginia,  or  of  Con- 
gress ;  but  m  common  with  all  our  other  natural  rights,  it  is  one  of 
the  objects  for  the  protection  of  which  society  is  formed,  and  mu- 
nicinaf  laws  established. 

The  courts  of  this  commonwealth  (and  among  them  the  Gene- 
ral Court,  as  a  court  of  impeachment)  are  originally  competent  to 
the  cognizance  of  all  infractions  of  the  rights  of  one  citizen  by  an- 
other citizen  :  and  they  still  retain  all  their  judiciary  cognizances 
not  expressly  alienated  by  the  federal  constitution. 

The  federal  constitution  alienates  from  them  all  cases  arising, 
1st,  under  the  constitution  ;  2ndly,  under  the  laws  of  Congress ; 
Srdly,  under  treaties,  &c.  But  this  rigiit  of  free  correspondence, 
whether  with  a  public  representative  in  General  Assembly,  in 
Congress,  in  France,  in  Spain,  or  with  a  private  one  charged 
with  pecuniary  trust,  or  with  a  private  friend  the  object  of  our 
esteem,  or  any  oiher,  has  not  been  given  to  us  under,  Isi,  the  fed- 
eral constitution  ;  2ndiy,  any  law  of  Congress  ;  or  3rdly,  any 
treaty ;  but  as  before  observed,  by  nature.  It  is  therefore  not 
alienated,  but  remains  under  the  protection  of  our  courts.  > 

Were  the  question  even  doubtful,  that  is  no  reason  for  abandon- 
ing it.  The  system  of  the  General  Government,  is  to  seize  all 
doubtful  ground.  We  must  join  in  the  scramble,  or  get  nothing. 
Where  first  occupancy  is  to  give  right,  he  who  lies  still  loses  all. 
Besides,  it  is  not  right  for  those  who  are  only  to  act  in  a  preli  ni- 
nary  form,  to  let  their  own  doubts  preclude  the  judgment  of  he 
court  of  ultimate  decision.  We  ought  to  let  it  go  to  the  Hou'.e  of 
Delegates  for  their  consideration,  and  they,  unless  the  contrary  be 
palpable,  ought  to  let  it  go  to  the  General  Court,  who  are  ulti- 
mately to  decide  on  it. 

It  is  of  immense  consequence  that  the  States  retain  as  complete 
authority  as  possible  over  tlieir  own  citizens.  The  withdrawing 
themselves  under  the  shelter  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  is  so  sub- 
versive of  order  and  so  pregnant  of  abuse,  that  it  ipay  not  be  amiss 
(o  consider  how  far  a  law  of  pramunire  should  be  revised  and 
modified,  against  all  citizens  who  attempt  to  carry  tneii  causes  be- 
fore any  other  than  the  State  courts,  in  cases  where  those  other 
courts  have  no  right  to  their  cognizance.  A  plea  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  courts  of  their  State,  or  a  reclamation  of  a  foreign  ju- 
risdiction, (f  adjudged  valid,  would  be  safe  ;  but  if  adjudged  inva- 
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lid,  would  be  followed  by  the  punishment  of  prtemunire  for  the 
attempt. 

Think  furtlier  of  the  preceding  part  of  this  letter,  and  we  will 
have  further  conference  on  it.    Adieu. 

P.  S.  Observe,  that  it  is  not  the  breach  of  Mr.  Cabell's  pri- 
vilege which  we  mean  to  punish  :  that  might  lie  with  Congress. 
It  is  the  wrong  done  to  the  citizens  of  our  district.  Congress  have 
no  authority  to  punish  that  wrongs  They  can  only  take  cogni« 
zance  of  it  in  vindication  of  theif  member. 
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LCTTEU  CCXIX. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


Piiiladclphiu,  January  3, 1706. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  ilie  25th  came  to  hand  yesterday.  I  shall  observe 
your  directions  with  respect  to  the  post  day.  1  have  spoken  with 
the  Deputy  Post  Master  General  on  the  subject  of  our  Fredericks- 
burg post.  He  never  knew  before  tiiat  the  Fredericksburg  prin- 
ter had  taken  the  contract  of  the  4rier.  He  will  be  glad,  if  eitlier  in 
your  neighborhood  or  ours,  some  good  person  will  undertake  to  ride 
from  April  next.  The  price  given  this  year  is  three  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars,  and  it  will  go  to  the  lowest  bidder  who  can  be  de- 
pended on.  I  understand  (though  not  from  him)  that  Wyatt  will 
be  changed  ;  and  in  general  they  determine  that  printers  shall  not 
be  postmasters  or  riders. 

Our  weather  has  been  here,  as  with  you,  cold  and  dry.  The 
thermometer  has  been  at  eight  degrees.  The  river  closed  here 
the  first  week  of  December,  which  has  caught  a  vast  number  of 
vessels  destined  for  departure.  It  deadens  also  the  demand  for 
wheat.  The  price  at  New  York  is  one  dollar  seventy-five  cents, 
and  of  flour  eight  dollars  fifty  cents  to  nine  dollars ;  tobacco  eleven 
to  twelve  dollars ;  there  need  be  no  doubt  of  greater  prices.  The 
bankruptcies  here  continue  :  die  prison  is  full  of  the  most  reputa- 
ble merchants,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  scene  has  not  yet  got  to 
its  height.  Prices  have  fallen  greatly.  The  market  is  cheaper 
than  it  has  been  for  four  years.  Labor  and  house  rent  much  re- 
duced. Dry  goods  somewhat.  It  is  expected  that  they  will  fall 
till  they  get  nearly  to  old  prices.  Money  scarce  beyond  all  ex- 
ample. 
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^^'ITie  Heprcsentathres  have  rejected  tlie  Prt^dent's  proposition 
for  enablil^  him  to  prorogue  them.  A  law  has  passed  putting  ofT 
the  stamp  act  till  July  next.  The  land  tax  wiU  not  be  brought 
on.  I1ie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  he  has  money  enough. 
No  d<nibt  these  two  measures  may  be  taken  up  more  bddly  at 
the  next  session,  when  most  of  the  electitms  will  be  over.  It  is 
imagined  the  stamp  act  will  be  extended  or  attciupted  on  erery  pos- 
sible object.  A  Dill  has  passed  the  Representatives  to  suspend  for 
three  years  the  law  arresting  the  currency  of  foreign  coins.  The 
Senate  propose  an  amendment,  continuing  the  currency  of  Jt\e 
foreign  gold  only.  Very  possibly  the  bill  may  be  lost.  The  oJ>- 
ject  of  opposing  the  bill  is  to  make  the  French  crowns  a  subject 
of  speculation  ffor  it  seems  they  fell  on  the  President's  proclama- 
tion to  a  dollar  m  most  of  the  States),  and  to  force  bnnk  paper  (for 
want  of  other  medium)  through  all  the  States  generally.  Tench 
Coxe  is  displa'-^d,  and  no  reason  even  spoken  of.  It  is  therefore 
understood  to  be  for  his  activity  during  the  late  electkm.  It  is 
said,  that  the  people  from  hence  quite  to  the  eastern  extremity 
are  beginning  to  be  sensible,  that  their  government  has  been  play- 
ing a  foul  game.  In  Vermont,  Chipman  was  elected  Sena- 
tor by  a  m^ority  of  one,  against  the  republican  candidate.  In 
Maryland,  Loyd  by  a  majority  of  one,  against  Winder  the  repub- 
lican candidate.  Tiehenor  chosen  Governor  of  Vermont  by  a 
very  small  majority.  The  HouA  of  Representatives  of  this  State 
has  become  republican  by  a  firm  majority  of  six.  Two  counties, 
it  is  said,  have  come  over  generally  to  the  republican  side.  It  is 
thought  the  republicans  have  also  a  majority  in  the  New  York 
House  c(  Representatives.  Hard  elections  are  expected  there  be- 
tween Jay  and  Livingston,  and  here  between  Ross  and  M*Kean. 
In  the  House  of  Kepresentaiives  of  Congress,  the  republican  inte- 
rest has  at  pre^tent,  on  strong  qnestions,  a  majority  ol  about  half  a 
dozen,  as  is  conjectured,  and  tiierc  are  as  many  of  their  firmest 
nnen  absent ;  not  one  of  the  anti-republicans  is  from  his  post. 
The  bill  for  permitting  private  vessels  to  arm,  was  put  off  to  the 
first  Monday  in  February  by  a  sudden  vole,  and  a  majority  of  five. 
It  was  considered  as  an  index  of  their  dispositions  on  that  subj<ct, 
though  some  voted  both  ways  on  other  ground.  It  is  most  evi- 
dent, that  the  anti-republicans  wish  to  get  rid  of  Blount's  im- 
peachment. Many  metaphysical  niceties  are  handing  n!>out  in 
conversation,  to  shew  that  it  cannot  be  sustained.  To  shew  the 
contrary,  it  is  evident  must  be  the  task  of  the  republicans,  or  of 
nobody.  Monroe's  book  is  considered  as  masterly  by  all  those 
who  are  not  opposed  in  principle,  and  it  is  deemed  imanswerahle. 
An  answer,  however,  is  commenced  in  Fenno's  paper  of  yester- 
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day,  under  the  sii^natiirc  of  Scipio.  The  real  author  not  yet  con- 
jectured. As  I  take  those  papers  merely  to  preserve  tliein,  I  will 
forward  them  to  you,  as  you  can  easily  return  them  to  me  on  my 
arrival  at  home ;  for  I  shall  not  see  you  on  my  way,  as  1  mean  to 
go  hy  the  Eastern  Shore  and  Petershursr.  Perhaps  the  paragraphs 
in  some  of  these  abominable  papers  may  draw  from  you  now  and 
then  a  squib.  A  pamphlet  of  Fauchet's  appeared  yesterday.  1 
send  you  a  copy  under  another  cover.  A  hand  bill  has  just  ar- 
rived hore  from  New  York,  where  they  learn  from  a  vessel  which 
left  Ha\re  about  the  9tli  of  November,  that  the  Emperor  had  signed 
the  definitive  articles,  given  up  Mantua,  evacuated  Mentz,  agreed 
to  give  passage  to  the  French  troops  to  Hanover,  and  that  the 
Portuguese  ambassador  had  been  ordered  to  quit  Paris,  on  ac- 
count of  the  seizure  of  fort  St.  Julian's  by  the  English,  supposed 
with  the  connivance  of  Portugal.  Though  this  is  ordinary  mer- 
cantile news,  it  looks  like  truth.  The  latest  official  intelligence 
from  Paris,  is  from  ralleyrand  to  the  French  consul  here,  (Las- 
tombe)  dated  September  the  28th,  saying  that  our  Envoys  were 
arrived,  and  would  find  every  disposition  on  tlie  part  of  his  go- 
vernment to  accommodate  with  us. 

My  affectionate  respects  lo  Mrs.  Madison ;  to  yourself,  health 
and  friendship.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jeffekson. 
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TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  January  25, 1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  2nd  instant,  on  which  day  I  received 
yours  of  December  the  25th.  I  have  not  resumed  my  pen,  be- 
cause there  has  really  been  nothing  worth  writing  about,  but  what 
you  would  see  in  tht^  newspapers.  There  is,  as  yet,  no  certainty 
what  will  be  die  aspect  of  our  affairs  with  France.  Either  the 
Envoys  have  not  written  to  th  government,  or  their  communica- 
tions are  hushed  up.  This  last  is  suspected,  because  so  many 
arrivals  have  happened  from  Bourdeaux  and  Havre.  The  letters 
from  American  correspondents  in  France  have  been  always  to 
Boston:  and  the  experience  we  had  last  summer  of  their  adroit- 
ness in  counterfeiting  this  kind  of  intelligence,  inspires  doubts  as 
to  their  late  paragraphs.  A  letter  is  certainly  received  here  by 
VOL.  III.  47 
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an  individual,  from  Talleyrand,  which  says  our  Envoys  have  been 
heard,  diat  their  pretensions  nre  high,  that  possibly  no  arrangement 
may  take  place,  but  that  Uiere  will  be  no  declaration  of  war  by 
France.  It  is  said  that  Bournonville  has  written  that  he  has  hopes 
of  an  accommodation  (three  audiences  having  then,  November, 
been  had),  and  to  be  himself  a  member  of  a  new  diplomatic  mis- 
sion to  this  country.  On  the  whole,  I  am  entirely  suspended  as  to 
what  is  to  be  expected.  The  Representatives  have  been  several 
days  in  debate  on  the  bill  for  foreign  intercourse.  A  motion  has 
been  made  to  reduce  it  to  what  it  was  before  the  extension  of 
1796.  The  debate  will  probably  have  good  effects,  in  several 
ways,  on  the  public  mind,  but  the  advocates  for  the  reformation 
expect  to  lose  the  question.  They  find  themselves  deceived  in 
the  expectation  entertained  in  the  beginning  of  the  session,  that 
they  had  a  majority.  They  now  think  the  majority  is  on  the  other 
side  by  two  or  tliree,  and  there  are  moreover  two  or  three  of  them 
absent.  Blount's  affair  is  to  come  on  next.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Senate  have  before  them  a  bill  for  regulating  proceedings  in 
impeachment.  This  will  be  made  the  occasion  of  offering  a  clause 
for  the  introduction  of  juries  into  these  trials.  (Compare  the 
paragraph  in  the  constitution  which  says,  that  all  crimes,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment,  sliall  be  by  jury,  with  the  eighth  amendment, 
which  says,  that  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  trial  shall  be  by 
jury.)  There  is  no  expectation  of  carrying  this ;  because  the 
division  in  the  Senate  is  of  two  to  one,  but  it  will  draw  forth  the 
principles  of  the  parties,  and  concur  in  accumulating  proofs  on 
which  side  all  the  sound  principles  are  to  be  found. 

Very  acrimonious  altercations  are  going  on  between  the  Spanish 
minister  and  the  executive,  and  at  the  Natchez  something  worse 
than  mere  altercation.  If  hostilities  have  not  begun  there,  it  has  not 
been  for  want  of  endeavors  to  bring  them  oh,  by  our  agents.  Mar- 
shall, of  Kentucky,  this  day  proposed  in  Senate  some  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution.  Tliey  were  barely  read  just  as  we  were 
adjourning,  and  not  a  word  of  explanation  given.  As  far  as  I 
caught  them  in  my  ear,  they  went  only  to  modifications  of  the 
elections  of  President  and  .Vice  President,  by  authorising  voters 
to  add  the  office  for  which  they  name  each,  and  giving  to  the 
Senate  the  decision  of  a  disputed  election  of  President,  and  to  the 
Representatives  that  of  Vice  President.  But  I  am  apprehensive  I 
caught  the  thing  imperfectly,  and  probably  incorrectly.  Perhaps 
this  occasion  may  be  taken  of  proposing  again  the  Virginia  amend- 
ments, as  also  to  condemn  elections  by  tlie  legislatures,  themselves, 
to  transfer  the  power  of  trying  impeachments  from  tlie  Senate  to 
some  better  constituted  court,  he,  &cc. 


Good  tobacco  here  is  thirteen  dollars,  flour  eight  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  wheat  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  but  dull,  because  only 
the  millers  buy.  The  river,  however,  is  nearly  open,  and  the 
merchants  will  now  come  to  market  and  give  a  spur  to  the  price. 
But  the  competition  will  not  be  what  it  has  been.  Bankruptcies 
thicken,  and  the  height  of  them  has  by  no  means  yet  come  on.  It 
is  thought  this  winter  will  be  very  trying. 

Friendly  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison.     Adieu  affectionately. 

Th:  Jefferson. 

Janaury  28.  I  inclose  Marshall's  propositions.  They  have  been 
this  day  postponed  to  the  1st  of  June,  chiefly  by  the  vote  of  the 
anti-republicans,  under  the  acknowledged  fear  that  other  amend- 
ments would  be  also  proposed,  and  that  this  is  not  the  time  for 
agitating  the  public  mind.  ,  T.  J. 


LETTER    CCXXl. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 
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Philadelphia,  February  8,  1798. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  25th  ultimo  ;  since  which  yours  of  the 
21st  has  been  received.  Bache  had  put  five  hundred  copies  of 
Monroe's  book  on  board  a  vessel,  which  was  stopped  by  the  early 
and  unexpected  freezing  of  the  river.  He  tried  in  vain  to  get 
them  carried  by  fifties  at  a  time,  by  the  stage.  The  river  is  now 
open  here,  the  vessels  are  falling  down,  and  if  they  can  get  through 
the  ice  below,  the  one  with  Bache's  packet  will  soon  be  at  Rich- 
mond. It  is  surmised  here  that  Scipio  is  written  by  C.  Lee. 
Articles  of  impeachment  were  yesterday  given  in  against  Blount. 
But  many  great  preliminary  questions  will  arise.  Must  not  a  for- 
mal law  settle  the  oath  of  tlie  Senators,  form  of  pleadings,  pro- 
cess against  person  or  goods,  Sec.  May  he  not  appear  by  attorney  ? 
Must  he  not  be  tried  by  a  jury?  Is  a  Senator  impeachable?  Is  an 
ex-Senator  impeachable  ?  You  will  readily  conceive  that  these 
questions,  to  be  settled  by  twenty-nine  lawyers,  are  not  likely  to 
come  to  speedy  issue.  A  very  disagreeable  question  of  privilege 
has  suspended  all  other  proceedings  for  some  days.  You  will  see 
this  in  the  newspapers.  The  question  of  arming  vessels  came  on, 
on  Monday  last ;  that  morning,  the  President  sent  in  an  inflammato- 
ry message  about  a  vessel  taken  and  burnt  by  a  French  privateer, 
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near  Charleston.  Of  this  he  had  been  possessed  some  time,  and 
it  had  been  through  all  the  newspapers.  It  seemed  to  come  in 
now  apropos  for  spurring  on  the  disposition  to  arm.  However, 
the  question  has  not  come  on.  In  the  mean  time,  the  general 
spirit,  even  of  the  merchants,  is  becoming  adverse  to  it.  In  New 
Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island  they  are  unanimously  against  arm- 
ing ;  so  in  Baltimore.  This  place  is  becoming  more  so.  Boston 
divided  and  desponding.  I  know  nothing  of  New  York ;  but  I 
think  there  is  no  danger  of  the  question  being  carried^  unless 
something  favorable  to  it  is  received  from  our  Envoys.  From  them 
we  hear  notliing.  Yet  it  seems  reasonably  believed  tliat  the  exe- 
cutive has  heard,  and  that  it  is  something  which  would  not  promote 
their  views  of  arming.  For  every  action  of  theirs  shews  they  are 
panting  to  come  to  blows.     Giles  has  arrived. 

My  friendly  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison.    Adieu  affectionately. 

Th:  Jeffekson. 
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LETTER    CCXXII, 


TO   JAMES    MADj:S0N. 


Philadelphia,  February  15, 1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  8th.  We  have  still  not  a  word  from  our 
Envoys.  This  long  silence  (if  they  have  been  silent)  proves  things 
are  not  going  on  very  roughly.  If  they  have  not  been  silent,  it 
proves  their  information,  if  made  public,  would  check  the  disposition 
to  arm.  I  had  flattered  myself,  from  the  progress  of  the  public 
sentiment  against  arming,  that  the  same  progress  had  taken  place  in 
tlie  legislature.  But  I  am  assured  by  those  who  have  better  op- 
portunities of  forming  a  good  judgment,  that  if  the  question  against 
arming  is  carried  at  all,  it  will  not  be  by  more  than  a  majority  of 
two :  and  particularly,  that  there  will  not  be  more  than  four  votes 
against  it  from  the  five  eastern  states,  or  ^ve  votes  at  the  utmost. 
You  will  have  perceived  that  Dayton  has  gone  over  completely. 
He  expects  to  be  appointed  Secretary  of  war  in  the  room  of  M' 
Henry,  who  it  is  said  will  retire.  He  has  been  told,  as  report 
goes,  that  they  would  not  have  confidence  enough  in  him  to  ap- 
point him.  The  desire  of  inspiring  them  with  more,  seems  the 
only  way  to  account  for  the  eclat  which  he  chooses  to  give  to  his 
conversion.  You  will  have  seen  the  disgusting  proceedings  in 
4he  case  of  Lyon ;  if  they  would  have  accepted  even  of  a  commit- 
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ment  to  the  serjeant  it  might  have  been  had.  But  to  get  rid  of 
his  vote  was  the  most  material  object.  These  proceedings  must 
degrade  the  General  Government,  and  lead  the  people  to  lean  more 
on  their  State  governments,  which  have  been  sunk  under  the  early 
popularity  of  the  former.  This  day,  the  question  of  the  jury  in 
cases  of  impeachment  comes  on.  There  is  no  doubt  how  it  will 
go.  The  general  division  of  the  Senate  is  twenty-two  and  ten ; 
and  under  the  probable  prospect  of  what  it  will  forever  be,  I  see 
nothing  in  the  mode  of  proceeding  by  impeachment  but  the  most 
formidable  weapon  for  the  purposes  of  dominant  faction  that  ever 
was  contrived.  It  would  be  the  most  effectual  one  of  getting  rid 
of  any  man  whom  they  consider  as  dangerous  to  their  views,  and  I 
do  not  know  that  we  could  count  on  one  third  in  an  emergency. 
All  depends  then  on  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  are  the 
impeachers;  and  there  the  majorities  are  of  one,  two,  or  three  only ; 
and  these  sometimes  one  way  and  sometimes  another:  in  a  ques- 
tion of  pure  party  they  have  tlie  majority,  and  we  do  not  know 
what  circumstances  may  turn  up  to  increase  that  majority  tempo- 
rarily, if  not  permanently.  I  know  of  no  solid  purpose  of  pun- 
ishment which  the  courts  of  law  are  not  equal  to,  and  history 
shews,  that  in  England,  impeachment  has  been  an  engine  more  of 
passion  than  justice.  A  great  ball  is  to  be  given  here  on  the  22nd, 
and  in  other  great  towns  of  the  Union.  This  is,  at  least,  very  in- 
delicate, and  probably  excites  uneasy  sensations  in  some.  I  see 
in  it,  however,  this  useful  deduction,  that  the  birth  days  which  have 
been  kept,  have  been,  not  those  of  the  President,  but  of  the 
General.  I  inclose  with  the  newspapers,  the  two  acts  of  parlia- 
ment passed  on  the  subject  of  our  commerce,  which  are  interest- 
ing. The  merchants  here,  say,  that  the  eflfect  of  the  countervailbg 
tonnage  on  American  vessels,  will  threw  them  completely  out  of 
employ  as  so  ;n  as  there  is  peace.  The  eastern  members  say 
nothing  but  among-  themselves.  But  it  is  said  that  it  is  working  like 
gravel  in  their  stomachs.  Our  only  comfort  is,  that  they  have 
brought  it  on  them  'elves.  My  respectful  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madi- 
son ;  and  to  yourself,  friendship  and  adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   CCXXIII. 


TO    GENERAL    GATES. 


Philadelphia,  February  21, 1798. 

Dear  General, 

I  received  duly  your  welcome  favor  of  the  1 5th,  and  had  an 
opportunity  of  immediately  delivering  the  one  it  inclosed  to  Gene- 
ral Kosciusko.  1  see  him  often,  and  with  great  pleasure  mixed 
with  commiseration.  He  is  as  pure  a  son  of  liberty  as  I  have 
ever  known,  and  of  that  liberty  which  is  to  go  to  all,  and  not  to  the 
few  or  the  rich  alone.  We  are  here  under  great  anxiety  to  hear 
from  our  Envoys.  ********** 
*  *  *  I  agree  with  you,  that  some  of  our  merchants  have 
been  milking  the  cow :  yet  the  great  mass  of  them  have  become 
deranged,  they  are  daily  falling  down  by  bankruptcies,  and  on  the 
whole,  the  condition  of  our  commerce  far  less  firm  and  really 
prosperous,  than  it  would  have  been  by  the  regular  operations  and 
steady  advances  which  %.  state  of  peace  would  have  occasioned. 
Were  a  war  to  take  place,  and  throw  our  agriculture  into  equal 
convulsions  with  our  commerce,  our  business  would  be  done  at 
both  ends.  But  this  I  hope  will  not  be.  The  good  news  from 
the  Natchez  has  cut  off  the  fear  of  a  breach  in  that  quarter, 
where  a  crisis  was  brought  on  which  has  astonished  every  one. 
How  this  mighty  duel  is  to  end  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
is  a  momentous  question.  The  sea  which  divides  them  makes  it 
a  game  of  chance ;  but  it  is  narrow,  and  all  the  chances  are  not 
on  one  side.  Should  they  make  peace,  still  our  fate  is  problem- 
atical. 

The  countervailing  acts  of  Great  Britain,  now  laid  before  Con- 
gress, threaten,  in  the  opinion  of  merchants,  the  entire  loss  of  our 
navigation  to  England.  It  makes  a  difference,  from  the  present 
state  of  things,  of  five  hundred  guineas  on  a  vessel  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons.  If,  as  the  newspapers  have  told  us,  France 
has  renewed  her  Arret  of  1789,  laying  a  duty  of  seven  livres  a 
hundred  on  all  tobacco  brought  in  foreign  bottoms  (even  our  own), 
and  should  extend  it  to  rice  and  otlier  commodities,  we  are  done, 
as  navigators,  to  that  country  also.  In  fact,  I  apprehend  that  those 
two  great  nations  will  think  it  their  interest  not  to  permit  us  to  be 
navigators.  France  had  thought  otherwise,  and  had  shewn  an 
equal  desire  to  encourage  our  navigation  as  her  own,  while  she 
hoped  its  weight  would  at  least  not  be  thrown  into  the  scale  of  her 
enemies.     She  sees  now  that  that  is  not  to  be  relied  on,  and  will 
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probably  use  her  own  means,  and  those  of  the  nations  under  her 
influence,  to  exclude  us  from  the  ocean.  How  far  it  may  lessen 
our  happiness  to  be  rendered  merely  agricultural,  how  far  that  state 
is  more  friendly  to  principles  of  virtue  and  liberty,  are  questions 
yet  to  be  solved.  Kosciusko  has  been  disappointed  by  the  sud- 
den peace  between  France  and  Austria.  A  ray  of  hope  seemed 
to  gleam  on  his  mind  for  a  moment,  that  the  extension  of  the 
revolutionary  spirit  through  Italy  and  Germany,  might  so  have  oc- 
cupied the  remnants  of  monarchy  there,  as  that  his  country  might 
have  risen  again.  I  sincerely  rejoice  to  find  that  you  preserve 
your  health  so  well.  That  you  may  so  go  on  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  and  that  it  may  be  a  long  one,  I  sincerely  pray.  Make 
my  friendly  salutations  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Gates,  and  accept  your- 
self, assurances  of  the  great  and  constant  esteem  and  respect  of. 
Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

.,  •■'         Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCXXIV. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


Pliiladelphia,  February  22,  1798. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  12th  is  received.  I  wrote  you  last  on  the  15th, 
but  the  letter  getting  misplaced,  will  only  go  by  this  post.  We 
still  hear  nothing  from  our  Envoys.  Whether  the  executive  hear, 
we  know  not.  But  if  war  were  to  be  apprehended,  it  is  impossi- 
ble our  Envoys  should  not  find  means  of  putting  us  on  our  guard,  or 
that  the  executive  should  hold  back  their  information.  No  news, 
therefore,  is  good  news.  The  countervailing  act,  which  I  sent 
you  by  the  last  post,  will,  confessedly,  put  American  bottoms  out 
of  employ  in  our  trade  with  Great  Britain.  So  say  well  informed 
merchants.  Indeed,  it  seems  probable,  when  we  consider  that 
hitherto,  with  the  advantage  of  our  foreign  tonnage,  our  vessel 
could  only  share  with  the  British,  and  the  countervailing  duties 
will,  it  is  said,  make  a  difference  of  five  hundred  guineas  to  our 
prejudice  on  a  ship  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  ions.  Still  the  east- 
ern men  say  nothing.  Every  appearance  and  consideration  ren- 
der it  probable,  that  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  both  France  and 
Britain  will  consider  it  their  interest  to  exclude  us  from  the  ocean, 
by  such  peaceable  means  as  are  in  their  power.  Should  this  take 
place,  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  just  and  politic  to  give  to  our 
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native  capitalists  the  monopoly  of  our  internal  commerce.  This 
may  at  once  relieve  us  from  the  dangers  of  wars  abroad  and 
British  thraldom  at  home.  The  news  from  the  Natchez,  of  the 
delivery  of  the  posts,  which  you  will  see  in  the  papers,  is  to  be 
relied  on.  We  have  escaped  a  dangerous  crisis  there.  The  great 
contest  between  Israel  and  Morgan,  of  which  you  will  see  the 
papers  full,  is  to  be  decided  this  day.  It  is  snowing  fast  at  this 
time,  and  the  most  sloppy  walking  I  ever  saw.  This  will  be  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  party  which  has  the  most  invalids. 
Whether  the  event  will  be  known  this  evening,  I  am  uncertain.  I 
rather  presume  not,  and  therefore,  that  you  will  not  learn  it  till 
next  post. 

You  will  see  in  the  papers,  the  ground  on  which  the  introduction 
of  the  jury  into  the  trial  by  impeachment  was  advocated  by  Mr. 
Tazewell,  and  the  fate  of  the  question.  Reader's  motion,  which 
I  inclosed  you,  will  probably  be  amended  and  established,  so  as  to 
declare  a  Senator  unimpeachable,  absolutely  ;  and  yesterday  an 
opinion  was  declared,  that  not  only  officers  of  the  State  govern- 
ments, but  every  private  citizen  of  the  United  States,  are  impeacha- 
ble. Whether  they  will  think  this  tlie  time  to  make  the  declaration, 
I  know  not ;  but  if  they  bring  it  on,  I  think  there  will  be  not  more 
than  two  votes  north  of  the  Potomac  against  the  universality  of  the 
impeaching  power.  The  system  of  the  Senate  may  be  inferred 
from  their  transactions  heretofore,  and  from  the  following  declara- 
tion made  to  me  personally  by  their  oracle.*  *No  republic  can 
ever  be  of  any  duration,  without  a  Senate,  and  a  Senate  deeply 
and  strongly  rooted,  strong  enough  to  bear  up  against  all  popular 
storms  and  passions.  The  only  fault  in  the  constitution  of  our 
Senate  is,  that  their  term  of  office  is  not  durable  enough.  Hither- 
to they  have  done  well,  but  probably  they  will  be  forced  to  give 
way  in  time.'  I  suppose  their  having  done  well  hitherto,  alluded 
to  the  stand  tliey  made  on  the  British  treaty.  This  declaration 
may  be  considered  as  their  text :  that  they  consider  themselves  as 
the  bulwarks  of  the  government,  and  will  be  rendering  that  the  more 
secure,  in  proportion  as  they  can  assume  greater  powers.  The 
foreign  intercourse  bill  is  set  for  to  day :  but  the  parties  are  so 
equal  on  that  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  they  seem 
mutually  to  fear  the  encounter. 

My  friendly  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison  and  the  family.  To 
yourself,  friendly  adieus. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


[*  Here,  in  the  margin  of  the  copy  filed,  is  written  by  tbe  author,  in  pencil, 
'  Mr.  Adams.'] 
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TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  March  2,  179^.  , 

Dear  Sir, 

,  I  wt^  to  you  last  on  the  22nd  ultimo;  since  which  I  have jr?- 
ceived  yours  without  date,  but  probably  of  April  the  ISdi  pr  ilm. 
All  arrival  tp  the  eastward  brings  us  some  news,  which  you  w^ll 
see  detailed  in.  the  papers.  The  new  partition  of  Europe  J? 
4tptched,  but  how  far  authentic  we  know  not.  It  has  some  pro- 
^(^jlij^  in  iti>  favor.  The  French  appear  busy  in  their  prepara- 
tions u>r  the  invasion  of  England ;  nor  is  there  any  appearance  i^f 
pjipyeiuents  pn  the  part  of  Russia  and  Prussia  which  might  divert 
them  from  it. 

The  late  birth-night  has  certainly  sown  tares  among  the  exclu- 
sive federalists.  It  has  winnowed  the  grain  from  the  chaff.  The 
£uncerely  Adamites  did  not  go.  The  Washingtonians  went  reli- 
dously,  and  took  the  secession  of  the  others  in  high  dudgeon. 
The  one  sect  threatens  to  desert  the  levees^  the  other  the  parties. 
The  whigs  went  in  number,  to  encourage  the  idea  that  the  birth- 
nights  hitherto  kept  had  been  for  the  General  and  not  the  President, 
and  of  course  that  time  would  bring  an  end  to  them.  Goodhue, 
Tracy,  Sedgewick,  he.  did  not  attend ;  but  the  three  Secretanei| 
sugd^Attprqey  General  did.  ,, 

iVe  were  surprised,  the  last  week,  with  a  symptom  of  a  dipp^ 
i^ition  to  repeal  the  stamp  act.  Petitions  fo"  that  pui:po9e^ad 
Qo^e/roqpi  Rhode  Uland  and  Virginia,  and  h&d  beep,  committed 
tp  rest  with  the  Ways  and  Means.  Mr.  Harper,  the  chairman,  in 
pider  to  ept^QT  on  die  law  fpr  aimending  it,  observed  it  would  ,1^ 
nctcessary  first  to  put  the  petitions  for  repeal  out  of  the  way,  a^4 
jpapved  an  immediate  decision  on  this.  The  |Uiode  Islanc^^i^ 
J^gg^ji  <^q4  prayed  for  a  postponement ;  that  Jnot  fenow^g  that  th^ 
j^a#  me  next  quesUon  to  be  called  up,  they  wipre  npt  at  all  rae- 
pared:  but  Harper  would  shew  no  mercy;  not  a ,|yp|on(i^nt*s  ,4^% 
WpAjlld  be  allowed.  It  was  taken  up,  and,  on  question  jwithoi^t  j^ 
b|ite,  determined  in  favor  of  the  petitions  by  a  majority  pi  tm, 
JLitoniahed  and  confounded,  whein  an  order  to  bring  in  a  bilji  ^r 
revisal  was  named,  they  began  in  turn  to  beg  for  time ;, two  wecik?, 
one.  f^^ek,  three  days,  one  day;  not  a  moment  would  be  yielded. 
They  made  three  attempts  for  adiournment.  But  the  ipajor^ 
^IppiAjced,  tp,^rQW.  J[t  was  decided,  by  a  majority  of  sixteen,  lihat 
^ebiU  should  ie  brought  in.  It  was  brou^t  in  the  iiej|t  f^y, 
VOL.  m.  48 
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and  on  thfe  day  after  passed  and  was  sent  up  to  die  Senate,  who 
mstanUy  sent  h  back  rejected  by  a  vote  of  fifteen  to  twelve.  Rhode 
Island  and  New  Kampshire  voted  for  the  repeal  in  Senate.  The 
act  will  therefore  go  into  operation  July  the  Ist,  but  probably 
without  amendments.  However,  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  short 
lived.  It  has  already  excited  great  commotion  in  Vermont,  and 
grumblings  in  Connecticut.  But  they  are  so  priest  ridden,  that 
nothing  is  to  be  expected  from  them,  but  the  most  bigoted  passive 
obedience. 

No  news  yet  from  our  commissioners ;  but  their  silence  is  ad- 
mitted to  augur  peace.  There  is  no  talk  yet  of  the  time  of  ad- 
journing, though  it  is  adrnitted  we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  what  could 
be  done  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  When  the  spring  opens, 
and  we  hear  from  our  commissioners,  we  shall  probably  draw 
pretty  rapidly  to  a  conclusion.  A  friend  of  mine  here  wishes  to 
get  a  copy  of  Mazzei's  Recherches  Historiques  et  Politiques. 
Where  are  they  ? 

Salutations  and  adieu, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCXXXI. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


PhUadelphia,  March  15,  179S. 

.  Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  2nd  instant.  Yours  of  the  4th  is  now 
at  hand.  The  public  papers  will  give  you  the  news  of  Europe. 
The  French  decree  making  the  vessel  friendly  or  enemy,  accord- 
ing to  the  hands  by  which  the  cargo  was  manufactured,  has  pro- 
duced a  great  sensation  among  the  merchants  here.  Its  operation 
is  not  yet  perhaps  well  understood ;  but  probably  it  will  put  our 
idiipping  out  of  competition,  because  British  bottoms,  which  can 
come  under  convoy,  will  alone  be  trusted  with  return  cargoes. 
Our^  fesing  this  benefit,  would  need  a  higher  freight  out,  in  which, 
therefore,  they  will  be  underbid  by  the  British.  They  must  then 
retire  from  the  competition.  Some  no  doubt  will  try  other  chan- 
nels of  commerce,  and  return  cargoes  from  other  countries.  This 
effect  would  be  salutary.  A  very  well  informed  merchant,  too, 
(a  Scotchman,  entirely  in  the  English  trade)  told  me,  he  thought  it 
would  have  another  good  effect,  by  checking  and  withdrawing  our 
extensive  commerce  and  navigation  (the  fruit  of  our  natural  posi- 
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tion)  within  those  bounds  to  which  peace  must  necessarily  bring 
them.  That  this  being  uone  by  degrees,  will  probably  prevent 
those  numerous  failures  produced  generally  by  a  peace  coming  on 
suddenly.  Notwithstanding  this  decree,  the  sentiments  of  the  mer- 
chants become  more  and  more  cooled  and  settled  down  against 
arming.  Yet  it  is  believed  the  Representatives  do  not  cool;  and 
though  we  think  the  question  against  arming  will  be  carried,  yet 
probably  by  a  majority  of  only  four  or  five.  Their  plan  is,  to  have 
convoys  furnished  for  our  vessels  going  to  Europe,  and  smaUer 
vessels  for  the  coasting  defence.  On  this  condition,  they  will 
agree  to  fortify  southern  harbors  and  build  some  gallies.  It  has 
been  concluded  among  them,  that  if  war  takes  place,  Wolcott  is 
to  be  retained  in  office,  that  the  President  must  give  up  M*Henry, 
and  as  to  Pickering  they  are  divided,  the  eastern  men  being  de- 
termined to  retain  him,  their  middle  and  southern  brethren  wishing 
to  get  rid  of  him.  They  have  talked  of  General  Pinckney  as 
successor  to  M'Henry.  This  information  is  certain.  However, 
I  hope  we  shall  avoid  war,  and  save  them  the  trouble  of  a  change 
of  ministry.  The  President  has  nominated  John  Quincy  Adams 
Commissioner  Plenipotentiary  to  renew  the  treaty  with  Sweden. 
Tazewell  made  a  great  stand  against  it,  on  the  general  ground  that 
we  should  let  our  treaties  drop,  and  remain  without  any.  He 
could  only  get  eight  votes  against  twenty.  A  trial  will  be  made  to 
day  in  another  form,  which  he  thinks  will  give  ten  or  eleven  against 
sixteen  or  seventeen,  declaring  the  renewal  inexpedient.  In  this 
case,  notwithstanding  the  nomination  has  been  confirmed,  it  is 
supposed  the  President  would  perhaps  not  act  under  it,  on  the 
probability  that  more  than  the  third  would  be  against  the  ratifica- 
tion. I  believe,  however,  that  he  would  act,  and  that  a  third 
could  not  be  got  to  oppose  the  ratification.  It  is  acknowledged  we 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  decide  the  question  about  arming.  Yet 
not  a  word  is  said  about  adjourning  ;  and  some  even  talk  of  con- 
tinuing the  session  permanently ;  others  talk  of  July  and  August. 
An  effort,  however,  will  soon  be  made  for  an  early  adjournment. 
My  friendly  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison ;  to  yourself  an  affection- 
ate adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   CCXXVII. 
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TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  March  21, 1798. 


mi  .  7— 

i 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  1 5th ;  since  that,  yours  of  the  12th  has  been 
received.  Since  that  too,  a  great  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
appearance  of  our  political  atmosphere.  The  merchants,  as  be- 
fore, continue,  a  respectable  part  of  them,  to  wish  to  avoid  arm- 
ing. The  French  decree  operated  on  them  as  a  sedative,  pro- 
ducing more  alarm  than  resentment  :  on  the  Representatives, 
differently.  It  excited  indignation  highly  in  the  war  party,  though 
I  do  not  know  that  it  had  added  any  new  friends  to  that  side  of 
the  question.  We  still  hoped  a  majority  of  about  four :  but  the 
insane  message  which  you  will  see  in  the  public  papers  has  had 
great  effect.  Exultation  on  the  one  side,  and  a  certainty  of  vic- 
tory ;  while  the  other  is  petiified  with  astonishment.  Our  Evans, 
though  his  soul  is  wrapt  up  in  the  sentiments  of  this  message,  yet 
afraid  to  give  a  vote  openly  for  it,  is  going  off  tomorrow,  as  is  said. 
Those  who  count,  say  there  are  still  two  members  of  the  other 
side  who  will  come  over  to  that  of  peace.  If  so,  the  members 
will  be  for  war  measures,  fifty- two,  against  them  fifty-three  ;  if  all 
are  present  except  Evans.  The  question  is,  what  is  to  be  at- 
tempted, supposing  we  have  a  majority  ?  I  suggest  two  things : 
1 .  As  the  President  declares  he  has  withdrawn  the  executive  pro- 
hibidon  to  arm,  that  Congress  should  pass  a  legislative  one.  If 
that  should  fail  in  the  Senate,  it  would  heap  coals  of  fire  on  their 
heads.  2.  As,  to  do  nothing  and  to  gain  time  is  every  thing  with 
US)  I  propose,  that  they  shall  come  to  a  resolution  of  adjournment, 
'  in  order  to  go  home  and  consult  their  constituents  on  the  great 
crisis  of  American  affairs  now  existing.'  Besides  gaining  time 
ehough  by  this,  to  allow  the  descent  on  England  to  have  its  effect 
here  as  well  as  there,  it  will  be  a  means  of  exciting  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  from  the  state  of  inattention  in  which  they  are  ; 
it  will  require  every  member  to  call  for  the  sense  of  his  district 
by  petition  or  instruction ;  it  will  shew  the  people  with  which  side 
of  the  House  their  safety  as  well  as  their  rights  rest,  by  shewing 
them  which  is  for  war  and  which  for  peace  ;  and  their  representa- 
tives will  return  here  invigorated  by  the  avowed  support  of  the 
American  people.  I  do  not  know,  however,  whether  this  will  be 
approved,  as  there  has  been  little  consultation  on  the  subject. 
We  see  a  new  instance  of  the  inefficiency  of  constitutional  guards. 
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We  fittd  relied  with  great  security  on  that  provision,  which  re 
quires  two  thirds  of  the  legislature  to  declare  war.  But  this  ii 
completely  eluded  by  a  majority's  taking  such  measures  as  will  be 
sure  to  produce  war.  I  wrote  you  in  my  last,  that  an  attempt 
was  to  be.  made  on  that  day  in  Senate,  to  declare  the  inexpediency 
of  renewing  our  treaties.  But  the  measure  is  put  off  under  the  hope 
of  its  being  attempted  under  better  auspices.  To  return  to  the 
subject  of  war,  it  is  quite  impossible,  when  we  consider  all  the  ex- 
isting circumstances,  to  find  any  reason  in  its  favor  resulting  from 
views  either  of  interest  or  honor,  and  plausible  enough  to  impose 
even  on  the  weakest  mind  ;  and  especially,  when  it  would  be  un- 
dertaken by  a  majority  of  one  or  two  only.  Whatever  then  be 
our  stock  of  charity  or  liberality,  we  must  resort  to  other  views. 
And  those  so  well  known  to  have  been  entertained  at  Annapolis, 
and  afterwards  at  the  grand  convention,  by  a  particular  set  of  men, 
present  themselves  as  those  alone  which  can  account  for  so  ex- 
traordinary a  degree  of  impetuosity.  Perhaps,  instead  of  what  was 
then  in  contemplation,  a  separation  of  the  Union,  which  has  been 
so  much  the  topic  to  the  eastward  of  late,  may  be  the  thing  aim- 
ed at.  I  have  written  so  far,  two  days  before  the  departure  of 
the  post.  Should  any  thing  more  occur  to  day  or  to  morrow,  it 
shall  be  added.     Adieu  affectionately. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CCXXVIII. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


i 


t^l 


Philadelphia,  March  39, 1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  2 1st.  Yours  of  the  12th,  therein  acknow- 
ledged, is  the  last  received.  The  measure  I  suggested  in  mine,  of 
adjourning  for  consultation  witli  their  constituents,  was  not  brought 
forward ;  but  on  Tuesday  three  resolutions  were  moved,  which 
you  will  see  in  the  public  papers.  They  were  offered  in  commit- 
tee, to  prevent  their  being  suppressed  by  the  previous  question, 
and  in  the  committee  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  to  put  it  out  of 
their  power,  by  the  rising  of  the  committee  and  not  sitting  again, 
to  get  rid  of  them.  They  were  taken  by  surprise,  not  expecting 
to  be  c  ii  to  vote  on  such  a  proposition  as  *  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  resort  to  war  against  the  French  republic'  After  spending  the 
first  day  in  seeking  on  every  side  some  hole  to  get  out  at,  like  an 


animal  first  put  into  a  cage,  they  gave  up  their  resource,  tester- 
day  they  came  forward  boldly,  and  openly  combated  the  propo- 
sition. Mr.  Harper  and  Mr.  Pinckney  pronounced  bitter  philip- 
pics against  France,  selecting  such  circumstances  and  aggravations 
as  to  give  the  worst  picture  they  could  present.  The  latter,  on 
this,  as  in  the  a£&ir  of  Lyon  and  Griswold,  went  far  beyond  that 
moderation  he  has  on  other  occasions  recommended.  We  know 
not  how  it  will  go.  Some  think  the  resolut'on  will  be  lost,  some, 
that  it  will  be  carried ;  but  neither  way,  by  a  majority  of  more  than 
one  or  two.  The  decision  of  the  Executive,  of  two  thirds  of  the 
Senate,  and  half  the  House  of  Representatives,  is  too  much  for 
the  other  half  of  that  House.  We  therefore  fear  it  will  be  borne 
down,  and  are  under  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions.  In  fact, 
the  question  of  war  and  peace  depends  now  on  a  toss  of  cross  and 
pile.  If  we  could  but  gain  this  season,  we  should  be  saved.  The 
affairs  oT  Europe  would  of  themselves  save  us.  Besides  this, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  revolution  of  opinion  in  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  's  working.  Two  whig  presses  have  been 
set  up  in  each  of  those  States.  There  has  been  for  some  days 
a  rumor,  that  a  treaty  of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive  with 
Great  Britain,  has  arrived.  Some  circumstances  have  occasion- 
ed it  to  be  listened  to ;  to  wit,  the  arrival  of  Mr.  King's  secretary, 
which  is  aflirmed,  the  departure  of  Mr.  Liston's  secretary,  which 
I  know  is  to  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  the  high  tone  of  the 
executive  measures  at  the  last  and  present  session,  calculated  to 
raise  things  to  the  unison  of  such  a  compact,  and  supported  so 
desperately  in  both  Houses  in  opposition  to  the  pacific  wishes  of 
the  people,  and  at  the  risk  zf  their  approbation  at  the  ensuing 
election.  Langdon  yesterday,  in  debate,  mentioned  this  current 
report.  Tracy,  in  reply,  declared  he  knew  of  no  such  thing,  did 
not  believe  it,  nor  would  be  its  advocate. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  get  the  Quakers  to  come  forward 
with  a  petition,  to  aid  with  the  weight  of  their  body  the  feeble 
band  Of  peace.  They  have,  with  some  effort,  got  a  petition  signed 
by  a  few  of  their  society  ;  the  main  body  of  their  society  refuse  it. 
M'Lay's  peace  motion  in  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  was  re- 
jected widi  an  unanimity  of  the  Quaker  vote,  and  it  seems  to  be 
well  understood,  that  their  attachment  to  England  is  stronger  than 
to  their  principles  or  their  country.  The  revolution  war  was  a 
first  proof  of  this.  Mr.  White,  from  the  federal  city,  is  here,  soli- 
citing money  for  the  buildings  at  Washington.  A  bill  for  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  has  passed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tive^ and  is  before  the  Senate,  where  its  fate  is  entirely  uncertain. 
He  has  become  perfectly  satisfied  that  Mr.  Adams  is  radically 
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against  the  government's  being  there.  Goodhue  (his  oracle) 
openly  said  in  committee,  in  presence  of  White,  that  he  knew  the 
government  was  obliged  to  go  there,  but  they  would  not  be  oblig^ 
ed  to  stay  there.  Mr.  Adams  said  to  White,  that  it  would  be 
better  that  the  President  should  rent  a  common  house  there,  to 
live  in ;  that  no  President  would  live  in  ^he  one  now  building. 
This  harmonises  with  Goodhue's  idea  c  a  short  residence.  I 
wrote  this  in  the  morning,  but  need  not  part  with  it  till  night.  If 
any  thing  occurs  in  the  day,  it  shall  be  added.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCXXIX. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  April  5,  1798.  ^i 

Dear  Sir,  -f 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  29th  ultimo ;  since  which  I  have  no  let- 
ter from  you.  These  acknowledgments  regularly  made  and  at- 
tended to,  will  shew  whether  any  of  my  letters  are  intercepted, 
and  the  impression  of  my  seal  on  wax  (which  shall  be  constant 
hereafter)  will  discover  whether  they  are  opened  by  the  way. 
The  nature  of  some  of  my  communications  furnishes  ground  of 
inquietude  for  their  safe  conveyance.  The  bill  for  the  federal 
buildings  labors  hard  in  Senate,  though,  to  lessen  opposition,  the 
Maryland  Senator  himself  proposed  to  reduce  the  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  one  third  of  that  sum.  Sedgewick  and  Hill- 
bouse  violently  oppose  it.  I  conjecture  that  the  votes  will  be 
either  thirteen  for  and  fifteen  against  it,  or  fourteen  and  fourteen. 
Every  member  declares  he  means  to  go  there,  but  though  charged 
with  an  intention  to  come  away  again,  not  one  of  them  disavow 
it.  This  will  engender  incurable  distrust.  The  debate  on  Mr. 
Sprigg's  resolutions  has  been  interrupted  by  a  motion  to  call  for 
papers.  This  was  carried  by  a  great  maiority.  In  this  case, 
there  appeared  a  separate  squad,  to  wit,  the  Pinckney  interest, 
which  is  a  distinct  thing,  and  will  be  seen  sometimes  to  lurch  the 
President.  It  is  in  truth  the  Hamilton  party,  whereof  Pinckney  is 
only  made  the  stalking  horse.  The  papers  have  been  sent  in  and 
read,  and  it  is  now  under  debate  in  both  Houses,  whether  they  shall 
be  published.  I  write  in  the  morning,  and  if  determined  in  the 
course  of  the  day  in  favor  of  publication,  1  will  add  in  the  even- 
ing a  general  idea  of  their  character.       Private  letters  from 
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Wm>M^tM?  ^^'^"^  ^"*»*>  ^'^^  ^^^wpy|^lbiuaqp|%i 

^  ^i^:#|id  l^iiua^  hu  no  more  lioliQn  of  dci(claiipi§»pt  agaiast  m 
i4^&^«  XoB  wiU  iiee  a  letter  in  ^efae'sl  paper  of  jresterda|r, 
^j^lHie  addressed  to  me.  StiU  the  fate  of  SpiJ||V  resabH 
1iei^lJ|PIlls  Ja, perfect  equiUbrio.  You  iviU  see  ifi  Fenqo,  tird 
numbon  ^a  pfiper  ^oed  Marcellus.  They  pronuse  much  Bii# 
<^4ltiMi  are  aaciibedf  wkhoiit  any  difTerehceof  q)Uikxi,lo  Ham- 
UiOQ.  >  You  musl,  my  dear  Sir,  tafce  up  your  pen  against  this  chaai- 
l^pu  You  Imow  die  ingenuidr  of  his  talents ;  and  there  b  not  a 
penon  but  yourself  who  can  foil  him.  For  heaven's  sake  then, 
take  up  your  pen,  and  do  not  desert  the  public  cause  altogether. 
JThmrsday  evening.  The  Senate  have,  to  day,  voted  the  publi- 
"^  of  the  communications  from  our  Envoys.  The  House  <rf 
lentatives  decided  against  the  publication  by  a  majority  of 
/-five  to  twenty-four.  The  Senate  adjourned,  over  tomor- 
Jiir  (good  Friday),  to  Saturday  morning :  but  as  the  papers  cannot 
Wl^noted  Knthin  that  dme,  perhaps  the  vote  of  the  House  of 
feepresentauves  may  induce  the  Senate  to  reconsider  theirs.  For 
tbH  4reasoa,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  be  silent  on  them.    Adieu. 

Tk:  JcfFEBSOM. 
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LETTER   GCXXX. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Sia, 


Philadelpya,  April  6, 1798. 


tS<^iBuch  of  the  communications  from  our  Envoys  has  got 
Idftead,  and  so  partially,  that  there  can  now  be  no  ground  for  ro^ 
«^irider«tiOD  witfi  the  Senate.  I  may  therefore,  consisiendy  with 
1^,  do  \^at  every  member  of  liic  body  is  doing.  Still,  I  would 
il^er  you  would  use  the  communication  with  reserve  till  you  see 
#tt  'wMe  papers.  The  first  impressions  from  them  aie  vei^  dis- 
«eiAle  and  confused.  Reflection,  however,  and  analjrsis  re- 
„H  tfiem  mto  this.  Mr.  Adams'  speech  to  Congress  in  Rfay 
f^^aHied  such  a  national  affront,  that  no  explanation  on  other 
Mei  dto  be  entered  on  tiU  that,  a  preliminary,  is  wiped  away 
If  h^iDiatiiig  disavowal^  or  acknowledgments.  This  working 
Ai^^  bOf  Envoys,  and  indeed  seeming  impracticable 'for  want 
of  that  sort  of  authority,  submission  to  a  heavy  amehdment  (up- 
lytrda  of  a  myiioB  sterling)  was,  at  an  after  meeta^B^pil^d 
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aTaii"^aheiyiti#',''ii^cfe^migI^  proposed  by  us. 

These  overtures  had  been  through  informal  agents;  and  both  the 
ahematives  bringing  the  Envoys  to  their  ne  plus,  they  resolve  to 
have  no  more  communication  through  inofficial  characters,  but  to 
address  a  letter  directly  to  the  government,  to  bring  forward  their 
pretensions.  This  letter  had  not  yet,  however,  been  prepared. 
There  were  interwoven  with  these  overtures  some  base  proposi" 
tiorts  on  the  part  of  Talleyrand,  through  one  of  his  agents,  to  s«l  his 
interest  and  influence  widi  the  Directory  towards  soothing  difficul- 
ties with  them,  in  consideration  of  a  large  sum  (fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling) ;  and  the  arguments  to  which  his  agent  resorted  to  induce 
compliance  with  this  demand,  were  very  unworthy  of  a  great  na- 
tion (could  they  be  imputed  to  them),  and  calculated  to  excite  dis- 
gust and  indignation  in  Americans  generally,  and  alienation  in  the 
republicans  particularly,  whom  they  so  far  mistake,  as  to  presume 
an  attachment  to  France  and  hatred  to  the  federal  par^,  and 
not  the  love  of  their  country,  to  be  their  first  passion.  No  diffi- 
culty was  expressed  towards  an  adjustment  of  >all  differences  and 
misunderstandings,  or  even  ultimately  a  payment  for  spoliations,  if 
the  insult  from  our  executive  should  be  first  wiped  away.  Ob- 
serve, that  I  state  all  this  from  only  a  single  hearing  of  the  papers, 
and  therefore  it  may  not  be  rigorously  correct.  The  little  slan- 
derous imputation  before  mentioned,  has  been  the  bait  which  hur- 
ried the  opposite  party  into  this  publication.  The  first  impressions 
with  the  people  will  be  disagreeable,  but  the  last  and  permanent 
one  will  be,  that  the  speech  in  May  is  now  the  only  obstacle  to 
accommodation,  and  the  real  cause  of  war,  if  war  takes  place. 
And  how  much  will  be  added  to  this  by  the  speech  of  November, 
is  yet  to  be  learned.  It  is  evident  however,  on  reflection,  that  these 
papers  do  not  offer  one  motive  the  more  for  our  going  to  war. 
Yet  such  is  their  effect  on  the  minds  of  wavering  characters,  that 
1  fear,  that  to  wipe  off"  the  imputation  of  being  French  partisans, 
they  will  go  over  to  the  war  measures  so  furiously  pushed  by  the 
other  party.  It  seems,  indeed,  as  if  they  were  aJraid  they  should 
not  be  able  to  get  into  war  till  Great  Britain  shall  be  blown  up,  and 
the  prudence  of  our  country.men  from  that  circumstance,  have  in- 
fluence enough  to  prevent  it.  The  most  artful  misrepresentations 
of  the  contents  of  tliese  papers  were  published  yesterday,  and 
produced  such  a  shock  in  the  republican  mind,  as  had  never  been 
seen  since  our  independence.  We  are  to  dread  the  effects  of  this 
dismay  till  their  fuller  information.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson, 
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LETTER    CCXXXI. 


TO   JAMES   MADISON. 


^     .  -  PhiUdelphii^,  April  12,  1798. 

pEAR  Sir, 
I  igrrote  you  two  letters  on  the  5th  and  6th  instap^;  since  which 
I  haye  receiTed  yours  of  the  2nd.  I  send  you,  in  a  separate  p^k- 
9ge,  the  instructions  to  our  Envoys  and  their  communications. 
Yqu  will  find  that  my  representation  of  their  contents  from  mem- 
oiy,  was  substantially  just.  The  public  mind  appears  still  in  a 
sMlte  of  astonishment.  There  never  was  a  moment  in  which  the 
aid  <^  an  able  pen  was  so  important  to  place  things  in  their  just 
attitude.  On  this  depend  the  incohate  movement  in  the  eastern 
mind,  and  the  fate  of  the  elections  in  that  quarter,  now  begiunmg 
and  to  continue  through  the  summer.  I  would  not  *  propose  to 
you  such  a  task  on  any  ordinary  occasion.  But  be  assured  that  a 
well  digested  analysis  of  these  papers  would  now  decide  the  fu- 
mre  turn  of  things,  which  are  at  this  moment  on  the  creen.  The 
merchfints  here  are  meeting  under  the  auspices  of  Fitzsimmons, 
to  address  the  President  and  approve  his  propositions^  Nothing 
will  be  spared  on  that  side.  Sprigg's  first  resolution  against  the 
expediepcy  of  war,  proper  at  the  time  it  was  moved,  is  now  post- 
ppQ^d  98  improper,  because  to  declare  that,  after  we  have  under- 
i^tood  it  ^as  been  proposed  to  us  to  try  peace,  would  imply  an 
^cqniesG^ce  under  that  proposition.  All  therefore,  which  the 
qdvopat^s  of  peace  can  now  attempt,  is  to  prevent  war  measures 
e<iiitermO>y,  consenting  to  every  rational  measure  of  internal  de- 
fence and  preparation.  Great  expenses  will  be  incurred ;  and  it 
will  be  left  to  those  whose  measures  render  them  necessary,  to 
provide  to  meet  them.  They  already  talk  of  stopping  all  pay- 
ments of  interest,  and  of  a  land  tax.  These  will  probably  not 
be  oppose^*  The  only  question  will  be,  how  to  modify  the  land 
tax.  On  this  there  may  be  a  great  diversity  of  sentiment.  One 
p9jrty  will  want  to  make  it  a  new  source  of  patronage  and  expense. 
If  thit  busmess  is  taken  up,  it  will  lengthen  our  session.  We  had 
petty  g^ierally,  till  now,  fixed  on  the  beginning  of  May  for  ad- 
journment. I  shall  return  by  my  usual  routes,  and  not  by  the 
Eastern  Shore,  on  account  of  the  advance  of  the  season.  Friendly 
salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison  and  yourself.     Adieu. 

Th:  JiFrEBSON. 
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LBTTBfi     CCXXXII. 
TO  JAMBS   MADISON. 


Dear  Sir, 
«        «        « 


Philadelphia,  April  26,  1798. 
«  '»  *  « 


The  bill  for  the  naval  armament  (twelve  vessels)  passed  by  A 
tmjonty  of  about  four  to  three  iu  the  House  of  Representatives : 
aU  restrictions  on  the  objects. for  which  the  vessels  should  be  Used 
were  struck  out.  The  bill  ior  establishing  a  department  of  Se- 
cretary  of  the  Navy  was  tried  yesterday,  on  its  passage  to  the  third 
reading,  and  prevailed  by  forty-seven  against  forty-one.  It  will 
be  -read  the  third  time  to  day.  The  provisional  array  of  tweAt)r> 
thousand  men  will  meet  some  difficulty.  It  would  surely  b6  fc^ 
jected  if  our  members  were  all  here.  Giles,.  Clopton,  Cabell  and 
Nicholas  have  gone,  and  Clay  goes  tomorrow.  He  received  her« 
news  of  the  death  of  his  wife.  Parker  has  completely  gone  Over 
to  the  w^ar  party.  In  this  state  of  things  they  will  carry  what  they 
please.  One  of  the  war  party,  in  a  fit,  of  unguarded  passion,  de- 
clared some  time  ago  they  would  pass  a  citizen  bill,  an  alien  bill, 
and  a  sedition  bill:  accordingly,  some  days  ago, Coit  laid  a  motion 
on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  modifying  the 
ciuzen  law.  Their  threats  pointed  at  Gallatin,  and  it  is  believed 
they  will  endeavor  to  reach  him  by  thia^bilU  Yesterday  Mr.  Hill- 
house  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Senate,  a  motion  for  giving  power  to 
send  away  suspected  aliens.  This  is  understood  to  be  meant  for 
Volney  and  Collot.  But  it  will  not  stop  there  when  it  gets  into  a 
course  of  execution.  There  is  now  only  wanting,  to  accomplish 
the  whole  declaration  before  mentioned,  a  sedition  bill,  wliich  we 
shall  certainly  soon  see  proposed.  The  object  of  that,  is  the  sup- 
pression of  the  whig  presses.  Bache^s  has  been  pardculany 
named.  That  paper  and  also  Carey's  totter  for  want  of  subsdl-lp- 
lions.  Wo  should  really  ekert  ourselves  to  procure  them,  for  if 
these  papers  fall,  republicanism  will  be  entirely  btow  boaten. 
Gatey*8  paper  comes  out  three  times  a  week,  at  five  dollars.  The 
meeting  of  the  people  which  was  called  at  New  York,  did  nodiiiig. 
It^was  found  that  the  majority  would  be  against  the  address.  They 
therefore  chose  to  circulate  it  individually.  The  committee  of.Ways 
and  Means  have  voted  a  land  tax.  An  additional  tax  on  salt  will 
certainly  be  <  proposed  in  the  House,  and  probably  prevail  to  some 
degree.  The  stoppage  of  interest  on  the  pubhc  debt  will  also, 
p^rhat^d,  b6  proposed,  but  n6t  ^ith  effect.    In  the  mean  t1hi6,  ^at 
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paper  cannot  be  sold.  Harailtoo  is  coraiag  on.  as  Senator  from 
New  York.  There  have  been  so  much  contrivance  and  combina- 
tion in  that,  as  to  shew  there  is  some  grea^object  in  hand.  Troup, 
the  district  judge  of  New  York*  resigns  towards  the  close  of  the 
session  of  their  Assembly.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Hobart,  then 
Senator,  to  succeed  Troup,  is  not  made  by  the  President  till  after 
the  Assembly  had  risen.  Otherwise,  they  would  have  chosen  the 
Senator  in  place  of  Hobart.  Jay  then  names  Hamilton  Senator, 
but  not  till  a  day  or  two  before  his  own  election  as  Crovernor  was 
to  come  on,  lest  the  unpopularity  of  the  nomination  should  be  in 
time  to  effect  his  own  election.  We  shall  see  in  what  all  this  is 
to  end;  but  surely  in  something*  The  popular  movement  in 
the  eastern  States  is  checked,  as  we  expected,  and  war  addresses 
are  showering  in  from  New  Jersey  and  the  great  trading  towns. 
However,  we  still  trust  that  a  nearer  view  of  war  and  a  land  tax 
wiU  oblige  the  great  mass  of  the  people  to  attend.  At  present,  the 
war  hawks  talk  of  septembrizing,  deportation,  and  the  examples 
for  quelling  sedition  s<3t  by  the  French  executive.  All  tlie  firm- 
|ess  of  the  human  mind  is  now  in  a  state  of  requisition. 

Salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison ;  and  to  yourself,  friendship  and 
adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


^LEr^TER   CCXXXIII. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


■-.it.'  '-■<  - 


_  Philadelphia,  May  3. 1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  26th;  since  which  yours  of  the  22nd  of 
April  has  been  received,  acknowledging  mine  of  the  12th ;  so  that  all 
appear  to  have  been  received  to  that  date.  The  spirit  kindled  up 
in  the  towns  is  wonderful.  These  and  New  Jersey  are  pouring 
in  their  addresses,  offering  life  and  fortune.  Even  these  addresses 
are  not  the  worst  things.  For  indiscreet  declarations  and  express- 
sions  of  passion  may  be  pardoned  to  a  multitude  acting  from  the 
impulse  of  the  moment.  But  we  cannot  expect  a  foreign  nation 
to  shew  that  apathy  to  the  answers  of  the  President,  which  are 
more  Ihrasonic  than  tl.^  addresses.  Whatever  chance  for  peace 
might  have  been  left  us  after  the  publication  of  the  despatches,  is 
completely  lost  by  these  answers.  Nor  is  it  France  alone,  but  his 
own  fellow  citizens,  against  whom  his  threats  are  uttered.    In 
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Fenno,  of  yesterday,  you  will  see  one,  wherein  he  says  to  the^ct- 
dress  from  Newark,  'the  delusnons  and  misrepresentations  which 
liave  misled  so  many  citizens,  must  be  discountenanced  by  author 
riQT as  well  as  by  the  citizens  at  large;'  evidently  idludinr to  those 
letters  from  the  Representatives  to  their  constituents,  which  they 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  seeking  after  and  publishing :  '^hile 
those  sent  by  the  tory  part  of  the  House  to  their  constituents,  are 
ten  times  more  numerous,  and  replete  with  the  most  atrocious 
falsehoods  and  calumnies.  What  new  law  they  will  proposie  dh 
this  subject,  has  not  yet  leaked  out.  The  citizen  bill  sleeps.  The 
alien  bill,  proposed  by  the  Senate,  has  not  yet  been  brought  in. 
That  proposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  has  been  so  mo- 
derated, that  it  will  not  answer  \he  passionate  purposes  of  the  war 
gentlemen.  Whether,  therefore,  the  Senate  will  push  their  bolder 
plan,  I  know  not.  The  provisional  army  does  not  go  down  so 
smoothly  in  the  House  as  it  did  in  the  Senate.  They  are  whitling 
away  some  of  its  choice  ingredients ;  particularly  that  of  trans- 
fernng  their  own  constitutional  discretion  over  the  raising  of  armies 
to  the  President.  A  committee  of  the  Representatives  have  struck 
out  his  discretion,  and  hang  the  raising  of  the  men  on  the  contin- 
gencies of  invasion,  insurrection,  or  declaration  of  war.  Were  all 
our  members  here,  the  bill  would  not  pass.  But  it  will;  prol^bly, 
as  the  House  now  is.  Its  expense  is  difierently  estimated,  from 
five  to  eight  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  Their  purposes  before 
voted,  require  two  millions  above  all  the  other  taxes,  which,  there- 
fore, are  voted  to  be  raised  on  lands,  houses  and  slaves.  The 
provisional  army  will  be  additional  to  this.  The  threatening  appear- 
ances from  the  alien  bills  have  so  alarmed  the  French  who  are 
among  us,  that  they  are  going  off.  A  ship,  chartered  by  them- 
selves for  this  purpose,  will  sail  within  about  a  fortnight  for  France, 
with  as  many  as  she  can  carry.  Among  these  I  believe  will  be 
Volney,  who  has  in  truth  been  the  principal  object  aimed  at  by 
die  law. 

Notwithstanding  the  unfavorableness  of  the  late  impressions,  it 
is  believed  the  New  York  elections,  which  are  over,  will  give  us 
two  or  three  republicans  more  than  we  now  have.  But  it  is  sup- 
posed Jay  is  re-elected.  It  is  said  Hamilton  declines  coming  to 
the  Senate.  He  very  soon  stopped  his  Marcellus.  It  was  rather 
the  sequel  which  was  feared  than  what  actually  appeared.  He 
comes  out  on  a  different  plan  in  his  Titus  Manlius,  if  that  be  really 
his.  The  appointments  to  the  Mississippi  were  so  abominable  that 
the  Senate  could  not  swallow  them.  They  referred  them  to  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  characters,  and  the  President  withdrew 
the  nomination.        ******* 


,  X 


As  tiiere  18  nothing  mtterial  now  to  b«  proposedi  ivr  geneinHy 
ffllpiKSt  ti  rise  lA  nbout  threie  weeks.    However^  I  do  tiot  venture 

iMf  rfei^c^sfdutfttions  to  Mm.  Madison.    To  yoursedf  a^. 
Hmf^*  frbudship/  And  adieu. 

Th:  Jefvehson. 

P.  S.  Perhaps  the  President's  expression  before  quoted,  may 
lii^'tlBr  ih<b  iedidoii  bill  which  has  been  spoken  of,  and  which  may 
bi  hieant  to  put  the  printing  presses  under  the  imprimatur  of  the  ex- 
ecutive. Bache  is  thought  a  main  object  of  it.  Cabot,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, is  appointed  Secretary  of  die  Navy.  T.  J. 


LBtTER    COXXXIV. 


TO   JAMES   LEWIS,   JUNIOR. 


Philadelphia,  May  9, 1798. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  3b  much  obliged  by  your  friendly  letter  of  the  4th  instant. 
As  sO(m  as  I  saw  the  first  of  Mr.  Martin's  letters,  I  turned  to  the 
newi^pers  of  the  day,  and  found  Logan's  speech,  as  translated 
by  a  common  Indian  interpreter.  The  version  I  had  used,  had 
beed  made  by  General  Gibsod.  Finding  from  Mr.  Martin's  style, 
that  his  object  was  not  merely  truth,  but  to  gratify  par^  passions, 
I  Aever  read  another  of  his  letters.  I  determined  to  do  my  duty 
by  searching  into  the  truth,  and  publishing  it  to  the  world,  what- 
ever it  slHwld  be.  This  I  shall  do  at  a  proper  season.  I  am 
mQcfa  indebted  to  many  persons,  who,  without  any  acquaintance 
with  me,  have  voluntarily  sent  me  information  on  the  subject. 
Mrty  passions  are  indeed  high.  No  body  has  more  reason  to 
l^W  it  than  myself.  I  receive  daily  bitter  proofs  of  it  from 
People  who  never  saw  me,  nor  know  any  thing  of  me  but  through 
Pi^upine  and  Fenno.  At  this  moment'  all  the  passions  are  boil- 
i)^  overi  and  one  who  keeps  himself  cbol  and  clear  of  thef  conta- 
gidni  is  so  far  below  the  point  of  ordinary  conversation,  that  he 
fi»ds  himself  insulated  in  every  society.  However,  the  fever  will 
Q&t  last.  War,  land  tax  and  stamp  tax,  are  sedatives  wMch  must 
^d  its  ftfder;  They  will  bring  gr  reflection,  and  that,  with  infef- 
liitttibi),  is  all  which  our  countrymen  need^  to  bring  themselves  and 
thcmr  afibifs  to  ri^ts.  They  are  essentiaHy  republicans.  They 
i^tain  unaduKerated  the  principles  of '76,  andthosfe  who  are  con- 


8ewa»f«i(iio.chipge^i»themHl««s^b^  nothing  to  fear  in  thelonj^ 
iiiQ»^^{Iti»oiivclu^fti&rlik endeavor  to<  niroid  war:  bvt  ii  itibttt 
aetaaAy  take  place,  no  matter  by  whom  brought  on,  we  mnflt  d<^ 
feod^ovmedvesv  Jf  our  house  b*<Qii  fire^fvitbc^  inqinring  wheihw 
it  was  fired  from  within  or  without,  we  must  try  to  extinginsb  it. 
In  ^t^  I  have  no  doubt,  we  shall  act  as  one  man.  But  if  we  can 
ward  off  actual  war  till  the  crisis  of  England  is  over,  I  shall  hope 
we  may  escape  it  altc^eibef. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem^  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 
m-  Tu:  Jefferson. 


L.ETTER   VLJ.XX\. 


TO   JAMES   MADISON. 


,  m 
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Philadelphia,  May  31, 1798.  T 

DeabSjr,  T 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  24th;  since  which  yours  of  the  20th  haj^ 
been  received.  I  must  begin  by  correcung  two  errors  in  my  l^st. 
It  wa&  false  arithmetic  to  say»  that  two  measures  therein  ipentioQ^d 
to  have  been  earned  bv  majorities  of  eleven,  would  haye  faUed  if 
tb^  fourteen  absentees  (wherein  a  majority  of  six  i$  ours)  had  been 
present..  Six  coming  over  from  the  other  side  would  have  turnf^d 
di^  scale,  and  this  was  the  idea  floating  in  my  mind,  w^h^pn^ 
duced  ^e  mistake.  The  second  error  was  in  the  version  QtMr* 
Adams'vexpression,  whiph  X  stated  to  you.  His  real  e;^pjt:essiQ¥i 
was,  *  ibat  he  would  not  unbrace  a  single  nerve  /or  aoy  treaty 
France  ccnild  offer  ;  such  was  their  entire  want  of  faith,  moralky, 

"I^e  bill  froca  the  Senate  for  capturing^  French  armed  vei|sii|li| 
iiuid  hovering  on  our  coa^it,  was  passed  in  two  days  hy  i^Qlgm^ 
Hous^tt^without  a, single  alteration;  and  the  Gapges,  a  twenty  gmi 
sloop,  f^ll  dQwn  ija^  river  insUMitly  to  go  on  a  cruise.  She  naff 
ayace  been  ordered  to  N^w  York,  to  convoy  a  vessel  from  that  to 
tb^s  port*  The  aliein  bill  will  be  ready  to  day,  probably,  fpr  its 
third  reading  in  the  Senate.  It  has  been  considerably  mollified^ 
pardciil^rlly  by  a  proviso  saving  the  ri^ts  of  treaties.  Still,  it  is,  §< 
most  detestable  thing.  I  was  glad,  in  yesterday's  discussion,  to 
hear  it  admi^t^d  on  all  hands,  that  laws  of  the  United  States,  sHb-^ 
sequent  to  a  treaty,  control  its  operation,  and  that  the  legislature 
is  the  only  power  which  can  control  a  treaty.  Both  points  are 
sound  beyond   doubt.     This  bill  will   unquestionably   pass  the 
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f'tt9it#tlieni'%^  a  cMfegdatiMiM  Jwwii  the  had# 
^tli^,  k  to^e^frafpesed  a  valuation  of-^kMiies  and  kndi 
laid  a<ffi(Hkm  (m^Kt'tAAf  ^  adjo^^ 
I^|>ji»lnj44tfe    Sem«tiimktke]r^do«oim(MiitoadidaRi^odien| 

iWlMli^M^^SefMriMs^^seBt.  It  is  e»M0tmNb#«woiild  bliiii 
jMlltfirrtunnfaBH^fl^elftfail ttoptht  Tli^ ttiiy/lteiP^sre) bii 
Oiqi lltUiil  JWrtieatg^  aecopd  weekofJii)jr.vlll%i^»my  be. their 
Mi|iMi^«i«i^^ouffitteDt|  I  think  it  fm\m\M^fWmt^im»i^ 
iiiwif  tliaiiiiafap.  igy^borges)  aad  tiiat  I  4haiNkw»<NtoplM» 

^«ac)fon^;i^»*PcilBfi9Pa«d^^^MsMjp^^^  df 
a^itt^    ^lotheir.  t^>%k)ad^n^%gp»*eif  ^ 


iMi^ptmrn^oit^  iin^MMMibH^  €HM«a  n«i 

SMl«^i#^^iie  v^o^fcai®  liniiiMiidii^  wai 
loi^^iiBioe^  ai^^a#dlfeM»apii»  ad^ 

>aft<«iM>v''»^iJMdQai'il#^^  ' 

1^ 

ahi#li&jinaiecfoil^^8tt6fided>^to^^''^'^^''^  .-  -'-•^' 
fli^MatiQiM^iand^fii^nlUyjp^^  10  ■'^4m  lifac^wnf  td 

*^"    P.  S.    l?he  Presidentf  it  is  saidf  has  refused  an  BxecMatur  to 
the  consul  general  of  France,  Dupont.  T.  J. 
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i.KTTKR  rc;xxx  vr. 


THOMAS    JEFFERSON    TO    JOHN    TAYLOR. 


Philadelphia,  June  1, 1798. 


Mr.  New  shewed  me  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  patent, 
which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  observing  what  you  said  as  to 
the  effect,  with  you,  of  pubHc  proceedings,  and  that  it  was  not  un- 
wise now  to  estimate  the  separate  mass  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  with  a  view  to  their  separate  existence.  It  is  true  that 
we  are  completely  under  the  saddle  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, and  that  they  ride  us  very  hard,  cruelly  insulting  our 
feelings,  as  well  as  exhausting  our  strength  and  subsistence. 
Their  natural  friends,  the  three  other  eastern  States,  join  them 
from  a  sort  of  family  pride,  and  they  have  the  art  to  divide  cer- 
tain other  parts  of  the  Union,  so  as  to  make  use  of  them  to  go- 
vern the  whole.  This  is  not  new,  it  is  the  old  practice  of  despots ; 
to  use  a  part  of  the  people  to  keep  the  rest  in  order.  And  those 
who  have  onco  got  an  ascendancy,  and  possessed  themselves  of 
all  the  resources  of  the  nation,  their  revenues  and  offices,  have 
immense  means  for  retaining  their  advantage.  But  our  present 
situation  is  not  a  natural  one.  The  republicans,  through  every  part 
of  the  Union,  say,  that  it  was  the  irresistible  influence  and  popu- 
larity of  General  Washington  played  off  by  the  cunning  of  Hamil- 
ton, which  turned  the  government  over  to  anti-republican  hands, 
or  turned  the  republicans  chosen  by  the  people  into  anti-republi- 
cans. He  delivered  it  over  to  his  successor  in  this  state,  and 
very  untoward  events  since,  improved  with  great  artifice,  have 
produced  on  the  public  mind  the  impressions  we  see.  But  still  I 
repeat  it,  this  is  not  the  natural  state.  Time  alone  would  bring 
round  an  order  of  things  more  correspondent  to  the  sentiments  of 
our  constituents.  But  are  there  no  events  impending,  which  will 
do  it  within  a  few  months.^  The  crisis  with  England,  the  public  and 
authentic  avowal  of  sentiments  hostile  to  the  leading  principles  of 
our  constitution,  the  prospect  of  a  war,  in  which  we  shall  stand 
alone,  land  tax,  stamp  tax,  increase  of  public  debt,  &c.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  in  every  free  and  deliberating  society,  there  must,  from 
the  nature  of  man,  be  opposite  parties,  and  violent  dissensions  and 
discords ;  and  one  of  these,  for  the  most  part,  must  prevail  over  the 
other  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time.     Perhaps  this  party  division  is 
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necessary  to  induce  each  to  watch  and  delate  to  the  people  the 
proceedings  of  the  other.  But  if  on  a  temporary  superiority  of 
the  one  party,  the  other  is  to  resort  to  a  scission  of  the  Union,  no 
federal  government  can  ever  exist.  If  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  pre- 
sent rule  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  we  break  the  Union, 
will  the  evil  stop  there  ?  Suppose  the  New  England  States  alone 
cut  off,  will  our  natures  be  changed  ?  Are  we  not  men  still  to  the 
south  of  that,  and  with  all  the  passions  of  men  ?  Immediately,  we 
shall  see  a  Pennsylvania  and  a  Virginia  party  arise  in  the  residuary 
confederacy,  and  the  public  mind  will  be  distracted  with  the  same 
party  spirit.  What  a  game  too  will  the  one  party  have  in  their 
hands,  by  eternally  threatening  the  other  that  unless  they  do  so 
and  so,  they  will  join  their  northern  neighbors.  If  we  reduce  our 
Union  to  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  immediately  the  conflict 
will  be  established  between  the  representatives  of  these  two  States, 
and  ihey  will  end  by  breaking  into  their  simple  units.  Seeing, 
therefore,  that  an  association  of  men  who  will  not  quarrel  with  one 
another  is  a  thing  which  never  yet  existed,  from  the  greatest  confe- 
deracy of  nations  down  to  a  town  meeting  or  a  vestry ;  seeing 
that  we  must  have  somebody  to  quarrel  with,  I  had  rather  keep 
our  New  England  associates  for  that  purpose,  than  to  see  our  bick- 
erings transferred  to  others.  They  are  circumscribed  within 
such  narrow  limits,  and  their  population  so  full,  that  their  numbers 
will  ever  be  the  minority,  and  they  are  marked,  like  the  Jews, 
with  such  a  perversity  of  character,  as  to  constitute,  from  that  cir- 
cumstance, the  natural  division  of  our  parties.  A  little  patience, 
and  we  shall  see  the  reign  of  witches  pass  over,  their  spells  dis- 
solved, and  the  people  recovering  their  true  sight,  restoring  their 
government  to  its  true  principles.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  mean 
time,  we  are  suffering  deeply  in  spirit,  and  incurring  the  horrors 
of  a  war,  and  long  oppressions  of  enormous  public  debt.  But 
who  can  say  what  would  be  the  evils  of  a  scission,  and  when  and 
where  they  would  end  ?  Better  keep  together  as  we  are,  haul 
off  firom  Europe  as  soon  as  we  can,  and  from  all  attachments  to 
any  portions  of  it;  and  if  they  shew  their  power  just  suflSciently  to 
hoop  us  together,  it  will  be  the  h^npiest  situation  in  which  we  can 
exist.  If  the  game  runs  sometiii.js  against  us  at  home,  we  must 
have  patience  dll  luck  turns,  and  then  we  shall  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  winning  back  the  principles  we  have  lost.  For  this  is  a 
game  where  principles  are  the  stake.  Better  luck,  therefore,  to 
us  all,  and  health,  happiness  and  friendly  salutations  to  yourself. 
Adieu. 


395 

P.  S.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  caution  you  to  let  nothing  of 
mine  get  before  the  public  ;  a  single  sentence  got  hold  of  by  the 
Porcupines,  will  suffice  to  abuse  and  persecute  me  in  their  papers 
for  months.  T.  J. 


LETTER    CCXXXVII. 


*  TO   GENERAL    KOSCIUSKO. 

Philadelphia,  June  1, 1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Volney's  departure  for  France  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you.  I  was  happy  in  observing,  for  many  days  after  your 
departure,  that  our  winds  were  favorable  for  you.  I  hope  there- 
fore, you  quickly  passed  the  cruising  grounds  on  our  coast,  and 
and  have  safely  arrived  at  the  term  of  your  journey.  Your  de- 
parture is  not  yet  known,  or  even  suspected.*  Niemsevioz  was 
much  affected.  He  is  now  at  the  federal  city.  He  desired  me  to 
have  some  things  taken  care  of  for  you.  There  were  some  kitchen 
furniture,  backgammon  table  and  chess  men,  and  a  pelise  of  fine 
fur.  The  latter  I  have  taken  to  my  own  apartment  and  had 
packed  in  hops,  and  sewed  up ;  the  former  are  put  into  a  ware- 
house of  Mr.  Barnes ;  all  subject  to  your  future  orders.  Some 
letters  came  for  you  soon  after  your  departure:  the  person  who 
delivered  them  said  there  were  inclosed  in  them  some  for  your 
friend  whom  you  left  here,  and  desired  I  would  open  them.  I 
did  so  in  his  presence,  found  only  one  letter  for  your  friend,  took 
it  out  and  sealed  the  letters  again  in  the  presence  of  the  same 
person,  without  reading  a  word  or  looking  who  they  were  from.  I 
now  forward  them  to  you,  as  1  do  this  to  my  friend  Jacob  Van 
Staphorst  at  Paris.  Our  alien  bill  struggles  hard  for  a  passage. 
It  has  been  considerably  mollified.     It  is  not  yet  through  the  Sen- 

[*  Shortly  before,  Mr.  Jefferson  had  obtained  passports  for  General  Kosci- 
usko, under  an  assumed  name,  from  the  foreign  ministers  in  this  country. 
The  annexed  is  the  note  addressed  to  Mr.  Liston,  soliciting  one  from  him. 

'  Thomas  Jefferson  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Liston,  and  asks  the  favor  of 
the  passport  for  his  friend  Thomas  Kanberg,  of  whom  he  spoke  to  bim  yester- 
day. He  is  a  native  of  the  north  of  Europe,  (perhaps  of  Germany)  has  been 
known  to  Thomas  Jefferson  these  twenty  years  in  America,  is  of  a  most  ex- 
cellent character,  stands  in  no  relation  whatever  to  any  of  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers, as  to  whom  Thomas  Jefferson  is  not  afraid  to  be  responsible  for  his  po- 
litical innocence,  as  he  goes  merely  for  his  private  affairs.  He  will  sail  from 
Baltimore,  if  he  finds  there  a  good  opportunity  for  France  ;  and  if  not,  he  will 
come  on  here.    March  37, 1798.'] 
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ate.  Wc  are  proceeding  further  and  further  in  war  measures.  I 
c<Hi»der  that  event  as  almost  inevitable.  I  am  extremely  anxious 
to  hear  from  you,  to  know  vtrhat  sort  of  a  passage  you  had,  how 
you  find  yourself,  and  the  state  and  prospect  of  things  in  Europe. 
I  hope  I  shall  not  be  long  without  hearing  from  you.  The  first 
dividend  which  will  be  drawn  for  you  and  remitted,  will  be  in 
January,  and  as  the  winter  passages  are  dangerous,  it  will  not  be 
forwarded  till  April :  after  that,  regularly,  from  six  months  to  six 
months.  This  will  be  done  by  Mr.  Barnes.  I  shall  leave  this 
place  in  three  weeks.  The  times  do  not  permit  an  indulgence  in 
political  disquisitions.  But  they  forbid  not  the  effusion  of  friend- 
ship, and  not  ray  warmest  towards  you,  which  no  time  will  alter. 
Your  principles  and  dispositions  were  made  to  be  honored,  revered 
and  loved.  True  to  a  single  object,  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  man,  they  have  not  veered  about  with  the  changelings  and 
apostates  of  our  acquaintance.  May  health  and  happiness  ever 
attend  you.  Accept  sincere  assurances  of  my  affectionate  esteem 
and  respect.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jgfferson. 


LETTER     CCXXXVIII. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  June  21,  1703. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  10th  instant  is  received.  I  expected  mine  of  the 
14th  would  have  been  my  last  from  hence,  as  I  had  proposed  to 
set  out  on  the  20th  ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  we 
beard  of  the  arrival  of  Marshall  at  New  York,  and  I  concluded 
to  stay  and  see  whether  that  circumstance  would  produce  any 
new  projects.  No  doubt  he  there  received  more  than  hints  from 
Hamilton  as  to  the  tone  required  to  be  assumed.  Yet  I  appre- 
hend he  is  not  hot  enough  for  his  friends.  Livingston  came  with 
him  from  New  York.  Marshall  told  him  they  had  no  idea  in 
Fratice  of  a  war  with  us.  That  Talleyrand  sent  passports  to  him 
and  Pinckney,  but  none  for  Gerry.  Upon  this,  Gerry  staid,  with- 
out explaining  to  them  the  reason.  He  wrote,  however,  to  the 
President  by  Marshall,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  contents  of  the 
letter.  So  that  there  must  have  been  a  previous  understanding 
between  Talleyrand  and  Geny.  Marshall  was  received  here  with 
t^e  utmost  eclat.     The  Secretary  of  State  and  many  carriages, 
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witb  all  the  chy  cavalry,  went  to  Frankfort  to  meet  him,  and  on  ' 
his  arrival  here  in  the  evening,  the  bells  rung  till  late  in  the  nighty 
and  immense  crowds  were  collected  to  see  and  make  part  of  the 
show,  which  was  circuitously  paraded  through  the  streets  before 
he  was  set  down  at  the  City  tavern.  All  this  was  to  secure  him 
to  tlieir  views,  that  he  might  say  nothing  which  would  oppose  the 
game  they  have  been  playing.  Since  his  arrival  I  can  hear  of 
nothing  directly  from  him,  while  they  are  disseminating  through 
the  town  things,  as  from  him,  diametrically  opposite  to  what  he 
said  to  Livingston.  Doctor  Logan,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  sailed 
for  Hamburgh.  Though  for  a  twelvemonth  past  he  had  been  in- 
tending to  go  to  Europe  as  soon  as  he  could  get  money  enough  to 
to  carry  him  there,  yet  when  he  had  accomplished  this,  and  fixed 
a  time  for  going,  he  very  unwisely  made  a  mystery  of  it ;  so  that 
his  disappearance  without  notice  excited  conversation.  This  was 
seised  by  the  war  hawks,  and  given  out  as  a  secret  mission  from 
the  Jacobins  here  to  solicit  an  army  from  France,  instruct  them 
as  to  their  landing,  &c.  This  extravagance  produced  a  real  panic 
among  the  citizens;  and  happening  just  when  Bache  published 
Talleyrand's  letter.  Harper,  on  the  18th,  gravely  announced  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  that  there  existed  a  traitorous  cor- 
respondence between  the  Jacobins  here  and  the  French  Directory ; 
that  he  had  got  hold  of  some  threads  and  clues  of  it,  and  would 
soon  be  able  to  develope  the  whole.  This  increased  the  alarm ; 
their  libelists  immediately  set  to  work,  directly  and  indirectly  to 
implicate  whom  they  pleased.  Porcupine  gave  me  a  principal 
share  in  it,  as  I  am  told,  for  I  never  read  his  papers.  This  state 
of  things  added  to  my  reasons  for  not  departing  at  at  the 'time  I 
intended.  These  follies  seem  to  have  died  away  in  some  degree 
already.  Perhaps  I  may  renew  my  purpose  by  the  25th.  Their 
system  is,  professedly,  to  keep  up  an  alarm.  Tracy,  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  joint  committee  for  adjournment,  declared  it  necessary 
for  Congress  to  stay  together  to  keep  up  the  inflammation  of  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  and  Olis  has  expressed  a  similar  sentiment  since.  How- 
ever, they  will  adjourn.  The  opposers  of  an  adjournment  in 
Senate,  yesterday  agreed  to  adjourn  on  the  1 0th  of  July.  But  I 
think  the  1st  of  July  will  be  carried.  That  is  one  of  the  objects 
which  detain  myself,  as  well  as  one  or  two  more  of  the  Senate, 
who  had  got  leave  of  absence.  I  imagine  it  will  be  decided  to- 
morrow or  next  day.  To  separate  Congress  now,  will  be  with- 
drawing the  fire  from  under  a  boiling  pot. 

My  respectful  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison,  F-^d  cordial  friend- 
ship to  yourself. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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P.  M.  A  message  to  both  Houses  this  day  from  the  President, 
with  the  following  communications. 

March  23.  Pickering's  letter  to  the  Envoys,  directmg  them,  if 
they  are  not  actually  engaged  in  negotiation  with  authorised  per- 
sons, or  if  it  is  not  conducted  bona  fide^  and  not  merely  for  pro- 
crastination, to  break  up  and  cOme  home,  and  at  any  rat?  to  consent 
to  no  loan. 

April  3.  Talleyrand  to  Gerry.  He  supposes  the  other  two 
gentlemen,  perceiving  tliat  their  known  principles  are  an  obstacle 
to  negotiation,  will  leave  the  republic,  and  proposes  to  renew  the 
negotiations  with  Gerry  immediately. 

>  April  4.  Gerry  to  Talleyrand.  Disclaims  a  power  to  con- 
clude any  thing  separately,  can  only  confer  informally  and  as  an 
unaccredited  person  or  individual,  reserving  to  lay  every  thing  be- 
fore the  government  of  the  United  States  for  approbation. 

April  14.  Gerry  to  the  President.  He  communicates  the 
preceding,  and  hopes  the  President  will  send  other  persons  instead 
of  his  colleagues  and  himself,  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  thing  can 
be  done. . 

The  President's  message  says,  that  as  the  instructions  were  not 
to  consent  to  any  loan,  he  considers  the  negotiation  as  at  an  end, 
and  that  he  will  never  send  another  minister  to  France,  until  he 
shall  be  assured  that  he  will  be  received  and  treated  with  the  re- 
spect due  to  a  great,  powerful,  free  and  independent  nation. 

A  bill  was  brought  into  the  Senate  this  day,  to  declare  the  treaties 
with  France  void,  prefaced  by  a  list  of  grievances  in  the  style  of 
a  manifesto.     It  passed  to  the  second  reading  by  fourteen  to  five. 

A  bill  for  punishing  forgeries  of  bank  paper,  passed  to  the  third 
reading  by  fourteen  to  six.  Three  of  the  fourteen  (Laurence, 
Bingham  and  Read)  bank  directors. 


LETTER    CCXXXIX. 


TO    SAMUEL    SMITH. 


Monticello,  August  23,  1708. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  August  the  4th  came  to  hand  by  our  last  post, 
together  with  the  *  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  Phila- 
delphia, dated  July  the  lOtli,'  cut  from  a  newspaper,  stating  some 
facts  which  respect  me.  I  shall  notice  these  facts.  The  writer 
says,  that  *■  the  day  after  the  last  despatches  were  communicated  to 
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Congress,  Bache,  Leib,  &ic.  and  a  Dr.  Reynolds,  were  closeted 
with  me/  If  the  receipt  of  visits  in  my  public  room,  the  door 
continuing  free  to  every  one  who  should  call  at  the  same  time, 
may  be  called  closeting,  then  it  is  true  that  I  was  closeted  with 
every  person  who  visited  me ;  in  no  other  sense  is  it  true  as  to  any 
person.  I  sometimes  received  visits  from  Mr.  Bache  and  Dr. 
Jjeib.  I  received  them  always  with  pleasure,  because  they  are 
men  of  abilities,  and  of  principles  the  most  friendly  to  liberty  and 
our  present  form  of  government.  Mr.  Bache  has  another  claim 
on  my  respect,  as  being  the  grandson  of  Dr.  Franklin,  the  greatest 
man  and  ornament  of  the  age  and  country  in  which  he  lived. 
Whether  1  was  visited  by  Mr.  Bache  or  Dr.  Leib  the  day  after 
the  communication  referred  to,  1  do  not  remember.  I  know  that 
all  my  motions  at  Philadelphia,  here,  and  every  where,  are  watch- 
ed and  recorded.  Some  of  these  spies,  therefore,  may  remember, 
better  than  1  do,  the  dates  of  these  visits.  If  they  say  these  two 
gentlemen  visited  me  the  day  after  the  communication,  as  their 
trade  proves  their  accuracy,  I  shall  not  contradict  them,  though  I 
affirm  that  I  do  not  recollect  it.  However,  as  to  Dr.  Reynolds  I 
can  be  more  particular,  because  I  never  saw  him  but  once,  which 
was  on  an  introductory  visit  he  was  so  kind  as  to  pay  me.  This, 
I  well  remember,  was  before  the  communication  alluded  to,  and 
that  during  the  short  conversation  I  had  wit!  i)im,  not  one  word 
was  said  on  the  subject  of  any  of  the  communications.  Not  that 
I  should  not  have  spoken  freely  on  their  subject  to  Dr.  Reynolds,  as 
I  should  also  have  done  to  the  letter  writer,  or  to  any  other  person 
who  should  have  introduced  the  subject.  I  know  my  own  princi- 
ples to  be  pure,  and  therefore  am  not  ashamed  of  them.  On  the 
contrary,  I  wish  them  known,  and  therefore  willingly  express 
them  to  every  one.  They  are  the  same  I  have  acted  on  from  the 
year  1775  to  this  day,  and  are  the  same,  1  am  sure,  with  those  of 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people.  I  only  wish  the  real 
principles  of  those  who  censure  mine  were  also  known.  But 
warring  against  those  of  the  people,  the  delusion  of  the  people  is 
necessary  to  the  dominant  party.  I  see  the  extent  to  which  that- 
delusion  has  been  already  carried,  and  I  see  there  is  no  length  to 
which  it  may  not  be  pushed  by  a  party  in  possession  of  the  reve- 
nues and  the  legal  authorities  of  the  United  States,  for  a  short  time 
indeed,  but  yet  long  enough  to  admit  much  particular  mischief. 
There  is  no  event,  therefore,  however  atrocious,  which  may  not 
be  expected.  I  have  contemplated  every  event  which  the  Marat- 
ists  of  the  day  can  perpetrate,  and  am  prepared  to  meet  every 
one  in  such  a  way,  as  shall  not  be  derogatory  either  to  the  public 
liberty  or  my  own  personal  honor.    The  letter  writer  says,  I  am 
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*  for  peace  ;  but  it  is  only  with  France.'  He  has  told  half  the  truth. 
He  would  have  told  the  whole,  if  he  had  added  England.  I  am 
for  peace  with  both  countries.  1  know  that  both  of  them  have 
given,  and  are  daily  giving,  sufficient  cause  of  war;  that  in  defi- 
ance of  the  laws  of  nations,  they  are  every  day  trampling  on  the 
rights  of  the  neutral  powers,  whenever  they  can  thereby  do  the 
least  injury,  either  to  the  other.  But,  as  I  view  a  peace  between 
France  and  England  the  ensuing  winter  to  be  certain,  I  have 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  for  us  to  have  continued  to  bear 
from  France  through  the  present  summer,  what  we  have  been 
bearing  both  from  her  and  England  these  foul*  years,  and  still  con- 
tinue to  bear  from  England,  and  to  have  required  indemnification 
in  the  hour  of  peace,  when  I  verily  believe  it  would  have  been 
yielded  by  both.  This  seems  to  be  the  plan  of  the  other  neutral 
nations;  and  whether  this,  orthe  commencing  war  on  one  of  them, 
2s  we  have  done,  would,  have  been  wisest,  lime  and  events  must 
decide.  But  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  on  what  ground  the  letter  writer 
can  question  the  opinion,  that  France  had  no  intention  of  making 
war  on  us,  and  was  willing  to  treat  with  Mr.  Gerry,  when  we  have 
this  from  Talleyrand's  letter,  and  from  the  written  and  verbal  in- 
formation of  our  Envoys.  It  is  true  then,  that,  as  with  England, 
we  might  of  right  have  chosen  either  war  or  peace,  and  have 
chosen  peace,  and  prudently  in  my  opinion,  so.  with  France,  we 
might  also  of  right  have  chosen  either  peace  or  war,  and  we  have 
chosen  war.  Whether  the  choice  may  be  a  popular  one  in  the 
other  States,  I  know  not.  Here  it  certainly  is  not ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  whole  American  people  will  rally  ere  long  to  the  same 
sentiment,  and  rejudge  those  who,  at  present,  think  they  have  all 
judgment  in  their  own  hands. 

These  observations  will  shew  you,  how  far  the  imputations  in  the 
paragraph  sent  me  approach  the  truth.  Yet  thej''  are  not  intended 
for  a  newspaper.  At  a  very  early  period  of  my  life,  I  determined 
never  to  put  a  sentence  into  any  ne ,  i^aper.  I  have  religiously 
.  adhered  to  the  resolution  through  my  life,  and  have  great  reason 
to  be  contented  with  it.  Were  I  to  undertake  to  answer  the  ca- 
lumnies of  the  newspapers,  it  would  be  more  than  all  my  own  tine, 
and  that  of  twenty  aids  could  effect.  For  while  1  should  be  an- 
swering one,  twenty  new  ones  would  be  invented.  I  have  thought 
it  better  to  trust  to  the  justice  of  my  countrymen,  that  they  would 
judge  me  by  what  they  see  of  my  conduct  on  the  stage  where  tliey 
Jiave  placed  me,  and  what  they  knew  of  me  before  the  epoch  since 
which  a  particular  party  has  supposed  it  might  answer  some  view 
of  theirs  to  vilify  me  in  the  public  eye.  Some,  I  know,  will  not 
reflect  how  apocryphal  is  the  testimony  of  enemies  so  palpably 
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betraying  die  views  with  which  they  give  it.  But  this  is  an  injury 
to  which  duty  requires  every  one  to  submit  whom  the  public  think 
proper  to  call  into  its  councils.  I  thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for 
the  interest  you  have  for  me  on  this  occasion.  Though  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  not  to  suffer  calumny  to  disturb  my  tranquillity, 
yet  I  retain  all  my  sensibilities  for  the  approbation  of  the  good  and 
just.  That  is,  indeed,  the  chief  consolation  for  the  hatred  of  so 
many,  "who,  without  the  least  personal  knowledr^,  and  on  the  sa- 
cred evidence  of  Porcupine  and  Fenno  alone,  cover  me  with  their 
implacable  hatred.  The  only  return  1  will  ever  make  them,  will 
be  to-do  them  all  the  good  I  can,  in  spite  of  their  teeth. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  all  your  friends  in  this 
quarter  are  well,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  sentiments  of  sincere 
esteem  and  respect  with  which  i  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and 
servant,  .        ' 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCXL. 


TO    A.    H.    ROWAN. 


Sir, 


Monticello,  September  S6,  1798. 


To  avoid  the  suspicions  and  curiosity  of  the  post  office,  which 
would  have  been  excited  by  seeing  your,  name  and  mine  on  the 
back  of  a  letter,  I  have  delayed  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  July  last,  till  an  occasion  to  write  to  an  inhabitant  of  Wil- 
mington gives  me  an  opportunity  of  putting  my  letter  under  cover 
to  him.  The  system  of  alarm  and  jealousy  which  has  been  so 
powerfully  played  off  in  England,  has  been  mimicked  here,  not  en- 
tirely without  success.  The  most  long  sighted  politician  could 
not,  seven  years  ago,  have  imagined  that  the  people  of  this  wide 
extended  country  could  have  been  enveloped  in  such  delusion,  and 
made  so  much  afraid  of  themselves  and  their  own  power,  as  to 
surrender  it  spontaneously  to  those  who  are  maneuvring  them  into 
a  form  of  government,  the  principal  branches  of  which  may  be 
beyond  their  control.  The  commerce  of  England,  however,  has 
spread  its  roots  over  the  whole  face  of  our  country.  This  is  the 
real  source  of  all  the  obliquities  of  the  public  mind :  and  I  should 
have  had  doubts  of  the  ultimate  term  they  might  attain ;  but  hap- 
pily, the  game,  to  be  worth  the  playing  of  those  engagod  in  it,  must 
flush  them  with  money.     The  authorised  expenses  of  this  year 
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are  beyond  those  of  any  year  in  the  late  war  for  independence, 
and  they  are  of  a  nature  to  beget  great  and  constant  expenses. 
The  purse  of  the  people  is  the  real  seat  of  sensibility.  It  is  to  be 
drawn  upon  largely,  and  they  will  then  listen  to  truths  which  could 
not  exoite  them  through  any  other  organ.  In  this  State,  however, 
the  delusion  has  not  prevailed.  They  are  sufficiently  on  their 
guard  to  have  justified  the  assurance,  that  should  you  choose  it  for 
your  asylum,  the  laws  of  the  land,  administered  by  upright  judges, 
would  protect  you  from  any  exercise  of  power  unauthorised  by 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The  habeas  corpus  secures 
every  man  here,  alien  or  citizen,  against  every  thing  which  is  not 
law,  whatever  shape  it  may  assume.  Should  this,  or  any  other 
circumstance,  draw  your  footsteps  this  way,  1  shall  be  happy  to  be 
among  those  who  may  have  an  opportunity  of  testifying,  by  every 
attention  in  our  power,  the  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect  which 
the  circumstances  of  your  history  have  inspired,  and  which  are 
peculiarly  felt  by,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  CCXLI. 

TO    STEPHENS    THOMPSON    MASON. 

Monticello,  October  11,  1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  July  the  6th,  from  Phila- 
delphia. I  did  not  immediately  acknowledge  it,  because  I  knew 
you  would  have  come  away.  The  X.  Y.  Z.  fever  has  considerably 
abated  through  the  country,  as  I  am  informed,  and  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws  ai'e  working  hard.  I  fancy  that  some  of  the  State 
legislatures  will  take  strong  ground  on  this  occasion.  For  my 
own  part,  I  consider  those  laws  as  merely  an  experiment  on  the 
American  mind,  to  see  how  far  it  will  bear  an  avowed  violation  of 
the  constitution.  If  this  goes  down,  we  shall  immediately  see  at- 
tempted another  act  of  Congress,  declaring  that  the  President 
shall  continue  in  office  during  life,  reserving  to  another  occasion 
the  transfer  of  the  succession  to  his  heirs,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  Senate  for  life.  At  least,  this  may  be  the  aim  of  the  Olive- 
nans,  while  Monk  and  the  Cavaliers  (who  are  perhaps  the 
strongest)  may  be  playing  their  game  for  the  restoration  of  his 
most  gracious  Majesty  George  the  Third.    That  these  things  are 
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in  contemplation,  I  have  no  doubt ;  nor  can  I  be  confident  of  tbair 
failure,  after  the  dupery  of  which  our  countrymen  have  shewn 
themselves  susceptible. 

You  promised  to  end<»avor  to  send  me  some  tenants.  I  am 
waiting  for  them,  having  broken  up  two  excellent  farms  with 
twelve  fields  in  them  of  forty  acres  each,  some  of  which  I  have 
sowed  with  small  grain.  Tenants  of  any  size  may  be  accommo- 
dated with  the  number  of  fields  suited  to  their  force.  Only  send 
me  good  people,  and  write  me  what  Ihey  are.  Adieu. 
Yours  affectionately, 

Th  :  JErrERsoN. 


LETTER    OCXLII 


TO    JOHN    TAYLOR. 


Monticello,  November  26, 1798. 

Dear  Sir, 

We  formerly  had  a  debtor  and  creditor  account  of  letters  on 
farming  :  but  the  high  price  of  tobacco,  which  is  likely  to  continue 
for  some  short  time,  has  tempted  me  to  go  entirely  into  that  cul- 
ture^ and  in  the  mean  time,  my  farming  schemes  are  in  abeyance, 
and  my  farming  fields  at  nurse  against  the  time  of  my  resuming 
them.  But  I  owe  you  a  political  letter.  Yet  the  infidelities  of 
the  post  office  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times  are  against  my 
writing  fully  and  freely,  whilst  my  own  dispositions  are  as  much 
against  mysteries,  inuendos  and  half  confidences.  I  know  not 
which  mortifies  me  most,  that  I  should  fear  to  write  what  I  think, 
or  my  country  bear  such  a  state  of  things.  Yet  Lyon's  judges, 
and  a  jury  of  all  nations,  are  objects  of  national  fear.  We  agree 
in  all  (tie  essential  ideas  of  your  letter.  We  agree  particularly  in 
the  necessity  of  some  reform,  and  of  some  better  security  for  ci- 
vil liberty.  But  perhaps  we  do  not  see  the  existing  circumstan- 
ces in  the  same  point  of  view.  There  are  many  considerations 
dehors  of  the  State,  which  will  occur,  to  you  without  enumeration. 
I  should  not  apprehend  them,  if  all  was  sound  within.  But  there 
is  a  most  respectable  part  of  our  State  who  have  been  enveloped 
in  the  X.  Y.  Z.  delusion,  and  who  destroy  our  unanimity  for  the 
present  moment.  This  disease  of  the  imagination  will  pass  over, 
because  the  patients  are  essentially  republicans.  Indeed,  the  Doc- 
tor is  now  on  his  way  to  cure  it,  in  the  guise  of  a  tax  gatherer. 
Bit  give  time  for  the  medicine  to  wcwrk,  and  for  the  repetition  of 
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stronger  doses,  which  must  be  administered.  The  principle  of  the 
present  majority  is  excessive  expense,  money  enough  to  fill  all  their 
maws,  or  it  will  not  be  worth  the  risk  of  their  supporting.  They 
cannot  borrow  a  dollar  in  Europe,  or  above  two  or  three  millions 
in  America.  This  is  not  the  fourth  of  the  expenses  of  this  year, 
unprovided  for.  Paper  money  would  be  perilous  even  to  the 
paper  men.  Nothing  then  but  excessive  taxation  can  get  us 
along :  and  this  will  carry  reason  and  reflection  to  every  man.'3 
door,  and  particularly  in  the  liour  of  election. 

I  wish  it  were  possible  to  obtain  a  single  amendment  to  our  con- 
stitution. I  would  be  willing  to  depend  on  that  alone  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  administration  of  our  government  to  the  genuine 
principles  of  its  constitution ;  I  mean  an  additioncJ  "Article,  taking 
from  the  fedwal  government  the  power  of  borrowing.  I  now 
deny  their  power  of  making  paper  money  or  any  thing  else  a  le- 
gal tender.  I  know  that  to  pay  all  proper  expenses  within  the 
year,  would,  in  case  of  war,  be  hard  on  us.  But  not  so  hard  as 
ten  wars  instead  of  one.  For  wars  would  be  reduced  in  that  pro- 
portion ;  besides  that  the  State  governments  would  be  free  to  lend 
their  credit  in  borrowing  quotas.  For  the  present,  I  should  be 
for  resolving  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  to  be  against  the  consti- 
tution and  merely  void,  and  for  addressing  the  other  States  to  ob- 
tain similar  declarations ;  and  T  would  not  do  any  thing  at  tills 
moment  which  should  commit  us  further,  but  reserve  ourselves  to 
shape  our  future  measures  or  no  measures,  by  the  events  which 
may  happen.  It  is  a  singular  phenomenon,  that  while  our  State 
governments  are  the  very  6«fi  in  the  world,  without  exception  or 
comparison,  our  General  Government  has,  in  the  rapid  course  of 
nine  or  ten  years,  become  more  arbitrary,  and  has  swallowed 
more  of  the  public  liberty  than  even  that  of  England.  1  inclose 
you  a  column,  cut  out  of  a  London  paper,  to  shew  you  that  the 
English,  though  charmed  with  our  making  their  enemies  our  ene- 
mies, yet  blush  and  weep  over  our  sedition  law.  But  I  inclose 
you  something  more  important.  It  is  a  pedtion  for  a  reformation 
in  the  manner  of  appointing  our  juries,  and  a  remedy  against  the 
jury  of  all  nations,  which  is  handing  about  here  for  signature,  and 
will  be  presented  to  your  House.  I  know  it  will  require  but  litde 
ingenuity  to  make  objections  to  the  details  of  its  execution ;  but  do 
not  be  discouraged  by  small  diflicuUies ;  make  it  as  perfect  as  you 
can  at  a  first  essay,  and  depend  on  amending  its  defects  as  they 
develope  themselves  in  practice.  I  hope  it  will  meet  with  your 
approbation  and  patronage  It  is  the  only  thing  which  can  yield 
us  a  litde  present  protection  against  the  dominion  of  a  faction, 
while  circumstances  are  maturing  for  bringing  and  keepings  the 
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government  in  real  unison  with  Uie  spirit  of  their  constituents.  .1 
am  aware  that  the  act  of  Congress  has  directed  that  juries  shall 
be  appointed  by  lot  or  otherwise,  as  the  laws  now  (at  the  date  of 
the  act)  in  force  in  the  several  States  provide.  The  New  Eng- 
land Stales  have  always  had  them  elected  by  their  select  men, 
who  are  elected  by  the  people.  Several  or  most  of  the  other 
States  have  a  large  number  appointed  (I  do  not  know  how)  to  at- 
tend, out  of  whom  twelve  for  each  cause  are  taken  by  lot.  'This 
provision  of  Congress  will  render  it  necessary  for  our  Senators  or 
Delegates  to  apply  for  an  amendatory  law,  accommodated  to  that 
prayed  for  in  the  petition.  In  the  mean  time,  I  would  pass  the 
law  as  if  the  amendatory  one  existed,  in  reliance,  that  our  se- 
lect jurors  attending,  the  federal  judge  will  under  a  sense  of  right 
direct  the  juries  to  be  taken  from  among  them.  If  he  does  not,  or 
if  Congress  refuses  to  pass  the  amendatory  law,  it  will  serve  as  eye 
water  for  tlieir  constituents.  Health,  happiness,  safety  and  esteem 
to  yourself  and  my  ever  honored  and  antient  friend  Mr.  Pendle- 
ton.    Adieu. 

Th:   j£FF£RSON. 


L£TT£R    CCXLlll. 


TO   JAMCS    MADISON. 


PJiiladelpliia,  January  3, 1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  have  suffered  the  post  hour  to  come  so  nearly  on  me,  that  I 
must  huddle  over  what  I  have  more  than  appears  in  the  public 
papers.  I  arrived  here  on  Christmas  day,  not  a  single  bill  or 
other  article  of  business  having  yet  been  brought  into  Senate. 
The  President's  speech,  so  unlike  himself  in  point  of  moderation, 
is  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  the  military  conclave,  and 
particularly  Hamilton.  When  the  Senate  gratuitously  hint  Logan 
to  him,  you  see  him  in  his  reply  come  out  in  his  genuine  colors. 
The  debates  on  that  subject  and  Logan's  declaration  you  will  see 
in  the  papers.  The  republican  spii'it  is  supposed  to  be  gaining 
ground  in  this  State  and  Massachusetts..  The  tax  gatherer  has 
already  excited  discontent.  Gerry's  correspondence  with  Talley- 
rand, promised  by  the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  is 
still  kept  back.  It  is  known  to  shew  France  in  a  very  conciliatory 
attitude,  and  to  contradict  some  executive  assertions.  Therefore, 
it  is  supposed  they  will  get  their  war  measures  well  taken  before 
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they  will  produce  this  damper.     Vans  Murray  writes  them,  that 

the  French  government  is  sincere  in  their  overtures  for  reconciUa- 

tion,  and  have  agreed,  if  these  fail,  to  admit  the  mediation  offered 

by  the  Dutch  government. 

********* 

General  Knox  has  become  bankrupt  for  four  hundred  thousand 
dollai's,  and  has  resigned  his  military  commission.  He  took  in 
€reneial  Lincoln  for  one  hundred  and  fif^  thousand  dollars,  which 
breaks  him.  Colonel  Jackson  also  sunk  with  him.  It  seems 
generally  admitted,  that  several  cases  of  the  yellow  fever  still  ex- 
ist in  the  city,  and  the  apprehension  is,  that  it  will  re-appear  early 
in  the  spring.  You  promised  me  a  copy  of  McGee's  bill  of 
prices.  Be  so  good  as  to  send  it  on  to  me  here.  Tell  Mrs. 
Madison  her  friend  Madame  d'Yrujo,  is  as  well  as  one  can 
be  so  near  to  a  formidable  crisis.  Present  my  friendly  respects 
to  her,  and  acpept  yourself  my  sincere  and  affectionate  salutations. 
Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 

P.  S.  I  omitted  to  mention  that  a  petition  has  been  presented 
to  the  President,  signed  by  several  thousand  persons  in  Vermont, 
praying  a  remitment  of  Lyon's  fine.  He  asked  the  bearer  of  the 
petition  if  Lyon  himself  had  petitioned,  and  being  answered  in 
the  negative,  said,  *  penitence  must  precede  pardon.'         T.  J. 


LETTER    CCXJilV. 


TO   JABIES    MADISON. 

Philadelphia,  January  16,  1799. 

Dear  Sir,  ; 

The  forgery  lately  attempted  to  be  played  off  by  Mr.  H.  on 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  a  pretended  memorial  presented 
by  Logan  to  the  French  government,  has  been  so  palpably  ex- 
posed, as  to  have  thrown  ridicule  on  the  whole  of  the  clamors  they 
endeavored  -  to  raise  as  to  that  transaction.  Still,  however,  their 
majority  will  pass  ibe  bill.  The  real  views  in  the  importance  they 
have  given  to  Logan's  enterprise  are  mistaken  by  nobody.  Mr. 
Gerry's  communications  relative  to  his  transactions  after  the  de- 
parture of  his  colleagues,  though  he  has  now  been  returned  five 
months,  and  they  have  been  promised  to  the  House  six  or  seven 
weeks,  are  still  kept  back.     In  the  mean  time,  tiie  paper  of  thi 
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moirniDg  promises  them  from  the  Paris  papers.  It  is  said,  they 
leave  not  a  possibility  to  doubt  the  sincerity^  and  the  anxiety  of  thie 
French  government  to  avoid  the  spectacle  of  a  war  with  us.  Not- 
withstanding this  is  well  understood,  the  army  and  a  great  addi- 
tion to  our  navy,  are  steadily  intended.  A  loan  of  five  millions  it 
opened  at  eight  per  cent  interest ! 

In  a  society  of  members,  between  whom  and  yourself  are  great 
mutual  esteem  and  respect,  a  most  anxious  desire  is  expressed 
that  you  would  publish  your  debates  of  the  convention.  That 
these  measures  of  the  army,  navy  and  direct  tax,  will  bring  about 
a  revolution  of  public  sentiment  is  thoiig;ht  certain,  and  that  the 
constitution  will  then  receive  a  different  explanation.  Could  those 
debates  be  ready  to  appear  critically,  their  effect  would  be  deci- 
sive. I  beg  of  you  to  turn  this  Subject  in  your  mind.  The  ar- 
guments again'st  it  will  be  personal ;  those  in  favor  of  it  moral ; 
and  something  is  required  from  you  as  a  set  off  against  the  sin  of 
your  retirement.  Your  favor  of  December  the  29th  came  to 
hand  January  the  5th ;  seal  sound.  I  pray  you  always  to  exam- 
ine the  seals  of  mine  to  you,  and  the  strength  of  tlie  impression. 
The  suspicions  against  the  government  on  this  subject  are  strong. 
I  wrote  you  January  the  5th.  Accept  for  yourself  and  Mrs. 
Madison  my  affectionate  salutations.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


"A 
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LETTER     CCXLV. 


TO    ELBRIDGE    GERRY. 

Philadolphia,  January  26,  1799. 

Mr  Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  November  the  12th  was  safely  delivered  to  me 
by  Mr.  Binney ;  but  not  till  December  the  28th,  as  I  arrived  here 
only  three  days  before  that  date.  It  was  received  with  great  satis- 
faction. Our  Very  long  intimacy  as  fellow  laborers  in  the  same 
cause)  the  recent  expressions  of  mutual  confidence  which  had 
preceded  your  mission,  the  interesting  course  which  that  had  tidsen, 
and  particularly  and  personally  as  it  regarded  yourself,  made  me 
anxious  to  hear  from  you  on  your  return.  I  was  the  more  so  too, 
as  I  had  myself  duiing  the  whole  of  your  absence,  as  well  as 
since  your  return,  been  a  constant  butt  for  every  shaft  of  calumny 
which  malice  and  falsehood  could  form,  and  the  presses,  public 
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speakers,  or  private  letters  disseminate.  One  of  these,  too,  ivas 
of  a  nature  to  touch  yourself;  as  if,  wanting  confidence  in  your 
eflbrts,  I  bad  been  capable  of  usurping  powers  committed  to  you, 
and  authorising  negotiations  private  and  collateral  to  yours.  The 
real  truth  is,  that  though  Doctor  Logan,  the  pretended  missionary, 
about  four  or  five  days  before  he  sailed  for  Hambuig,  told  me  he 
was  going  there,  and  thence  to  Paris,  and  asked  and  received 
from  roe  a  certificate  of  his  citizenship  character  and  circum- 
stances of  life,  merely  as  a  protection,  should  he  be  molested  on 
his  journey  in  the  present  turbulent  and  suspicious  state  of  Eu- 
rope, yet  1  had  been  led  to  consider  his  object  as  relative  to  his 
pnvate  affairs ;  and  diough,  from  an  intimacy  of  some  standing,  he 
knew  well  my  wishes  for  peace  and  my  political  sentiments  in 
genera],  he  nevertheless  received  then  no  particular  declaraiion  of 
them,  no  authority  to  communicate  them  to  any  mortal,  nor  to 
speak  to  any  one  in  my  name,  or  in  any  body's  name,  on  that,  or 
any  other  subject  whatever ;  nor  did  I  write  by  him  a  scrip  of  a 
pen  to  any  person  whatever.  This  he  has  himself  honestly  and 
publicly  declared  since  his  return;  and  from  his  well  known  cha- 
racter and  every  other  circumstance,  every  candid  man  must  per- 
ceive that  his  enterprise  was  dictated  by  his  own  enthusiasm,  with- 
out consultation  or  communication  with  any  one ;  that  he  acted  in 
Paris  on  his  own  ground,  and  made  his  own  way.  Yet  to  give 
some  color  to  his  proceedings,  which  might  implicate  the  republi- 
cans in  general,  and  myself  particularly,  they  have  not  bef> 
ashamed  to  bring  forward  a  suppositious  paper,  drawn  by  one  of 
their  own  party  in  the  name  of  Logan,  and  falsely  pretended  to 
have  been  presented  by  him  to  the  government  of  France ;  count- 
ing that  the  bare  mention  of  my  name  therein,  would  connect  that 
in  the  eye  of  the  public  with  this  transaction.  In  confutation  of 
these  and  all  future  calumnies,  by  way  of  anticipation,  I  shall 
make  to  you  a  profession  of  my  political  faith ;  in  confidence  that 
you  will  consider  every  future  imputation  on  me  of  a  contrary 
complexion,  as  bearing  on  its  front  the  mark  of  falsehood  and 
calumny. 

I  do  then,  with  sincere  zeal,  wish  an  inviolable  preservation  of 
our  present  federal  constitution,  according  to  the  true  sense  in 
which  it  was  adopted  by  the  States,  that  in  which  it  was  advocated 
by  its  friends,  and  not  that  which  its  enemies  apprehended,  who 
therefore,  became  its  enemies :  and  lam  opposed  to  the  monarch- 
ising  its  features  by  the  forms  of  its  adi  inistration,  with  a  view  to 
conciliate  a  first  transition  to  a  President  and  Senate  for  life,  and 
from  that  to  an  hereditary  tenure  of  these  offices,  and  thus  to  worm 
out  the  elective  principle.     I  am  for  preserving  to  the  States  the 
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powers  not  yielded  by  them  to  the  Union,  and  to  the  legislature  of 
the  Union  its  constitutional  share  in  tlie  division  of  powers :  and  1 
am  not  for  transferring  all  the  powers  of  the  States  to  the  General 
Government,  and  all  those  of  that  government  to  the  executive 
branch.  I  am  for  a  government  rigorously  frugal  and  simple,  ap- 
plying all  the  possible  savings  of  the  public  revenue  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  national  debt :  and  not  for  a  multiplication  of  officers 
and  salaries  merely  to  make  partisans,  and  for  increasing,  by  every 
device,  the  public  debt,  on  the  principle  ol  its  being  a  public 
blessing.  1  am  for  relying,  for  internal  defence,  on  our  militia 
solely,  till  actual  invasion,  and  for  such  u  naval  force  only  as  may 
protect  our  coasts  and  harbors  from  such  depredatioi  i  as  we  have 
experienced :  and  not  for  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace,  which 
may  overawe  the  public  sentiment;  nor  for  a  navy,  which,  by  its 
own  expenses  and  the  eternal  wars  in  which  it  will  implicate  us, 
will  grind  us  witli  public  burthens,  and  sink  us  under  them.  1  am 
for  free  commerce  with  all  nations ;  political  connection  with  none ; 
and  little  or  no  diplomatic  establishment.  And  I  am  not  for  link- 
mg  ourselves  by  new  treaties  with  the  quarrels  of  Europe  ;  entering 
that  field  of  slaughter  to  preserve  their  balance,  or  joining  in  the 
confederacy  of  kings  to  war  against  the  principles  of  liberty.  1 
am  for  freedom  of  religion,  and  against  all  maneuvres  to  bring 
about  a  legal  ascendancy  of  one  sect  over  another :  for  freedom 
of  the  press,  and  against  all  violations  of  the  constitution  to  si- 
lence by  force  and  not  by  reason  the  complaints  or  criticisms,  just 
or  unjust,  of  our  citizens  against  tlie  conduct  of  their  agents. 
And  1  am  for  encouraging  the  progress  of  science  in  all  its  branches : 
and  not  for  raising  a  hue  and  cry  against  the  sacred  name  of  phi- 
losophy ;  for  awing  the  human  mind  by  stories  of  raw-head  and 
bloody  bones  to  a  distrust  of  its  own  vision,  and  to  repose  impli- 
citly on  that  of  others  ;  to  go  backwards  instead  of  forwards 
to  look  for  improvement ;  to  believe  that  government,  religion,  mo- 
rality and  every  other  science  were  in  the  highest  perfection  in 
ages  of  the  darkest  ignorance,  and  that  nothing  can  ever  be  devised 
more  perfect  than  what  was  established  by  our  forefathers.  To 
these  1  will  add,  that  I  was  a  sincere  well  wisher  to  the  success  of 
the  French  revolution,  and  still  wish  it  may  end  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  free  and  well  ordered  republic :  but  I  have  not  been 
insensible  under  the  atrocious  depredations  they  have  committed 
on  our  commerce.  The  first  object  of  my  heart  is  my  own 
country.  In  that  is  embarked  my  family,  my  fortune,  and  my 
own  existence.  1  have  not  one  farthing  of  interest,  nor  one  fibre 
of  attachment  out  of  it,  nor  a  single  motive  of  preference  of  any 
one  nation  to  another,  but  in  proportion  as  ttiey  are  more  or  less 
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friendly  to  us.  But  though  deeply  feeling  the  injuries  of  France, 
I  did  not  think  war  the  surest  oneans  of  redressing  them.  I  did 
believe,  that  a  mission  sincerely  disposed  to  preserve  peace,  would 
obtain  for  us  a  peaceable  and  honorable  settlement  and  retribu- 
tion ;  and  I  appeal  to  you  to  say,  whether  this  might  not  have 
been  obtained,  if  either  of  your  colleagues  had  been  of  the  same 
sentiment  with  yourself.  - 

These,  my  friend,  are  my  principles ;  they  are  unquestionably 
the  principles  of  the  great  body  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  I  know 
there  is  not  one  of  them  which  is  not  yours  also.  In  truth,  we 
never  differed  but  on  one  ground,  the  funding  system ;  and  as, 
from  the  moment  of  its  being  adopted  by  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, 1  became  religiously  principled  in  the  sacred  discharge  of  it 
to  the  uttermost  farthing,  we  are  united  now  even  en  that  single 
ground  of  difference. 

I  turn  now  to  your  inquiries.  The  inclosed  paper  will  answer 
one  of  them.  But  you  also  ask  for  such  political  information  as 
may  be  possessed  by  me,  and  interesting  to  yourself  in  regard  to 
your  embassy.  As  a  proof  of  my  entire  confidence  in  you,  I 
shall  give  it-  fully  and  candidly.  When  Pinckney,  Marshall  and 
Dana  were  nominated  to  settle  our  differences  with  France,  it 
was  suspected  by  many,  from  what  was  understood  of  their  dispo- 
sitions, that  their  mission  would  not  result  in  a  setdement  of  differ- 
ences ;  but  would  produce  circumstances  tending  to  widen  the 
breach,  and  to  provoke  our  citizens  to  consent  to  a  war  with  that 
nation,  and  union  with  England.  Dana's  resignation  and  your 
appointment  gave  the  first  gleam  of  hope  of  a  peaceable  issue  to 
the  mission.  Fov  it  was  believed  that  you  were  smcerely  dispos- 
ed to  accommodation :  and  it  was  not  long  after  your  arrival  there, 
before  symptoms  were  observod  of  that  difference  of  views  which 
had  been  suspected  to  exist.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  die 
aspect  of  our  government  towards  the  French  republic  had  be- 
come so  ardent,  that  the  people  of  America  generally  took  the 
alarm.  To  the  southward,  their  apprehensions  were  early  exci- 
ted. Jn  the  eastern  States  also,  they  at  length  began  to  break  out. 
Meetings  were  held  in  many  of  your  towns,  and  addresses  to  the 
government  agreed  on  in  opposition  to  war.  The  example  was 
spreading  like  a  wild  fire.  Other  meetings  were  called  in  other 
places,  and  a  general  concurrence  of  sentiment  against  the  appa- 
rent inclinations  of  tlie  government  was  imminent ;  when,  most 
critically  for  the  government,  the  despatches  of  October  the  22nd, 
prepared  by  your  colleague  Marshall,  with  a  view  to  their  being 
made  public,  dropped  into  their  laps.  It  was  truly  a  God-send  to 
them,  and  they  made  the  most  of  it.    Many  thousands  of  copies 
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were  printed  and  dispersed  gratis,  at  the  public  expense ;  and  the 
zealots  for  war  co-operated  so  heartily,  that  there  were  instances 
of  single  individuals  who  printed  and  dispersed  ten  or  twelve 
thousand  copies  at  their  own  expense.  The  odiousness  of  the 
corruption  supposed  in  those  papers  excited  a  general  and  high 
indignation  among  the  people.  Unexperienced  in  such  maneuvres, 
they  did  not  permit  themselves  even  to  suspect  that  the  turpitude 
of  private  swindlers  might  mingle  itself  unobserved,  and  give  its 
own  hue  to  the  communications  of  the  French  government,  of 
whose  participation  there  was  neither  proof  nor  probability.  It 
served,  however,  for  a  time,  the  purpose  intended.  The  people, 
in  many  places,  gave  a  loose  to  the  expressions  of  their  warm  indig- 
nation, and  of  their  honest  preference. of  war  to  dishonor.  The 
fever  was  long  end  successfully  kept  up,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
war  measures  as  ardently  crowded.  Still,  however,  as  it  was 
known  that  your  colleagues  were  coming  away,  and  yourself  to 
stay,  though  disclaiming  a  separate  power  to  conclude  a  treaty,  it 
was  hoped  by  the  lovers  of  peace  that  a  project  of  treaty  would 
have  been  prepared,  ad  referendum,  on  principles  which  would 
have  satisfied  our  citizens,  and  overawed  any  bias  of  the  govern- 
ment towards  a  different  policy.  But  the  expedition  of  the  So- 
phia, and,  as  was  supposed,  the  suggestions  of  the  person  charged 
with  your  despatches,  and  his  probable  misrepresentations  of  the 
real  wishes  of  the  American  people,  prevented  these  hopes. 
They  had  then  only  to  look  forward  to  your  return  for  such  in- 
formation, either  through  the  executive,  or  from  yourself,  as  might 
present  to  our  view  the  other  side  of  the  medal.  The  despatches 
of  October  22nd,  1797,  had  presented  one  face.  That  information, 
to  a  certain  degree,  is  now  received,  and  the  public  virill  see  from 
your  correspondence  with  Talleyrand,  that  France,  as  you  testify, 
'  was  sincere  and  anxious  to  obtain  a  reconciliation,  not  wishing  us 
to  break  the  British  treaty,  but  only  to  give  her  equivalent  stipula- 
tions ;  and  in  general,  was  disposed  to  a  liberal  treaty.'  And  they 
will  judge  whether  Mr.  Pickering's  report  shews  an  inflexible  de- 
termination to  believe  no  declarations  the  French  government  can 
make,  nor  any  opinion  which  you,  judging  on  the  spot  and  from 
actual  view,  can  give  of  their  sincerity,  and  to  meet  their  designs 
of  peace  with  operations  of  war.  The  alien  and  sedition  acts 
have  already  operated  in  the  south  as  powerful  sedatives  of  the 
X.  Y.  Z.  inflammation.  In  your  quarter,  where  violations  of 
principle  are  either  less  regarded  or  more  concealed,  the  direct 
tax  is  likely  to  have  the  same  effect,  and  to  excite  inquiries  into 
the  object  of  the  enormous  expenses  and  taxes  we  are  bringing 
on.   And  your  information  supervening,  that  we  might  have  a  hbe- 
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ral  accommodation  if  we  would,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  the 
reproduction  of  that  general  movement  which  had  been  changed, 
for  a  moment,  by  the  despatches  of  October  the  22nd.  And  though 
small  checks  and  stops,  like  Logan's  pretended  embassy,  may  be 
thrown  in  the  way,  from  time  to  time,  and  may  a  little  retard  its 
motion,  yet  the  tide  is  already  turned  and  will  sweep  before  it  all 
the  feeble  obstacles  of  art.  The  unquestionable  republicanism  of 
the  American  mind  will  break  through  the  mist  under  which  it 
has  been  clouded,  and  will  oblige  its  agents  to  reform  the  prin- 
ciples and  practices  of  their  administration. 

You  suppose,  that  you  have  been  abused  by  both  parties.  As 
far  as  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  you  are  misinformed.  I  have 
never  seen  or  heard  a  sentence  of  blame  uttered  against  you  by 
the  republicans ;  unless  we  were  so  to  construe  their  wishes  that 
you  had  more  boldly  co-operated  in  a  project  of  a  treaty,  and 
would  more  explicidy  state,  whether  there  was  in  your  colleagues 
that  flexibility,  which  persons  earnest  after  peace  would  have 
practised  ?  Whether,  on  the  contraiy,  their  demeanor  was  not 
cold,  reserved  and  distant,  at  least,  if  not  backward  ?  And  whe- 
ther, if  they  had  yielded  to  those  informal  conferences  which 
Talleyrand  seems  to  have  courted,  the  liberal  accommodation  you 
suppose  might  not  have  been  effected,  even  with  their  agency  ? 
Your  fellow  citizens  think  tliey  have  a  right  to  full  information,  in 
a  case  of  such  great  concernment  to  them.  It  is  their  sweat 
which  is  to  earn  all  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  their  blood  which 
is  to  flow  in  expiation  of  the  causes  of  it.  It  may  be  in  your 
power  to  save  them  from  these  miseries  by  full  communications 
and  unrestrained  details,  postponing  motives  of  delicacy  to  those 
of  duty.  It  rests  with  you  to  come  forward  independendy ;  to 
make  your  stand  on  the  high  ground  of  your  own  character ;  to 
disregard  calumny,  and  to  be  borne  above  it  on  the  shoulders  of 
your  grateful  fellow  citizens ;  or  to  sink  into  the  humble  oblivion  to 
which  the  federalists  (self-called)  have  secretly  condemned  you ; 
and  even  to  be  happy  if  they  will  indulge  you  with  oblivion,  while 
they  have  beamed  on  your  colleagues  meridian  splendor.  Par- 
don me,  my  dear  Sir,  ii  my  expressions  are  surong.  My  feel- 
ings are  so  much  more  so,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  I  reduce  them 
even  to  the  tone  I  use.  If  you  doubt  the  dispositions  towards 
you,  look  into  the  papers,  on  both  sides,  for  the  toasts  which  were 
given  throughout  the  States  on  the  fourth  of  July.  You*  will  there 
see  whose  hearts  were  with  you,  and  whose  were  ulcerated 
against  you.  Indeed,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  you  had  con- 
sented to  stay  in  Paris,  there  was  no  measure  observed  in  the 
execrations  of  the  war  party.     They  openly  wished  you  might  be 
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guillotined,  or  sent  to  Cayenne,  or  any  thing  else.  And  these  ex- 
pressions were  finally  stifled  from  a  principle  of  policy  only,  and 
to  prevent  you  from  being  urged  to  a  justification  of  yourself. 
From  this  principle  alone  proceed  the  silence  and  cold  respect 
they  observe  towards  you.  Still,  they  cannot  prevent  at  times 
the  flames  bursting  from  under  the  embers,  as  Mr.  Pickering's 
letters,  report,  and  conversations  testify,  as  well  as  the  indecent 
expressions  respecting  you,  indulged  by  some  of  them  in  the  de- 
bate on  these  despatches.  These  sufficiently  shew  that  you  are 
never  more  to  be  honored  or  trusted  by  them,  and  that  they  wait 
to  crush  you  for  ever,  only  till  they  can  do  it  without  danger  to 
themselves. 

When  I  sat  down  to  answer  your  letter,  but  two  courses  pre- 
sented themselves,  either  to  say  nothing  or  every  thing  ;  for  half 
confidences  are  not  in  my  character.  I  could  not  hesitate  which 
was  due  to  you.  I  have  unbosomed  myself  fully ;  and  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  highly  gratifying  if  I  receive  like  confidence  from  you. 
For  even  if  we  differ  in  principle  more  than  I  believe  we  do,  you  and 
I  know  too  well  the  texture  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  slipperi- 
ness  of  human  reason,  to  consider  differences  of  opinion  otherwise 
than  differences  of  form  or  feature.  Integrity  of  views,  more 
than  their  soundness,  is  the  basis  of  esteem.  I  shall  follow  your 
direction  in  conveying  this  by  a  private  hand  ;  though  I  know 
not  as  yet  when  one  worthy  of  confidence  will  occur.  And  my  trust 
in  you  leaves  me  without  a  fear  that  this  letter,  meant  as  a  confi- 
dential communication  of  my  impressions,  may  ever  go  out  of 
your  own  hand,  or  be  suffered  in  any  wise  to  commit  my  name. 
Indeed,  besides  the  accidents  which  might  happen  to  it  even 
under  your  care,  considering  the  accident  of  death  to  which  you 
are  liable,  I  think  it  safest  to  pray  you,  after  reading  it  as  often  as 
you  please,  to  destroy  at  least  the  second  and  third  leaves.  The 
first  contains  principles  only,  which  I  fear  not  to  avow  ;  but  the 
second  and  third  contain  facts  stated  for  your  information,  and 
which,  though  sacredly  conformable  to  my  firm  belief,  yet  would  be 
galling  to  some,  and  expose  me  to  illiberal  attacks.  I  therefore 
repeat  my  prayer  to  burn  the  second  and  third  leaves.  And  did 
we  ever  expect  to  see  the  day,  when,  breathing  nothing  but  senti- 
ments of  love  to  our  country  and  its  freedom  and  happiness,  our 
correspondence  must  be  as  secret  as  if  we  were  hatching  its  de- 
struction !  A«'ieu,  my  friend,  and  accept  my  sincere  and  affec- 
tionate salutations.     I  need  not  add  my  signature. 
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LETTER  CCXLVI, 


'^O  EDMUND  PENDLETON. 


Philadelphia,  January  39,  1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  patriarchal  address  to  your  country  is  running  through  all 
the  republican  papers,  and  has  a  ^ery  great  effect  on  the  people. 
It  is  short,  simple,  and  presents  things  in  a  view  they  readily  com- 
prehend. The  character  and  circumstances  too  of  the  writer 
leave  them  without  doubts  of  his  motives.  If,  like  the  patriarch 
of  old,  you  had  but  one  blessing  to  give  us,  I  should  have  wished 
it  directed  to  a  particular  object.  But  I  hope  you  have  one  for 
this  also.  You  know  what  a  wicked  use  has  been  made  of  the 
French  negotiation ;  and  particularly,  the  X.  Y.  Z.  dish  cooked  up 
{,y  *  «  *  *  ^  where  the  swindlers  are  made  to  appear  as 
the  French  government.  Art  and  industiy  combined,  have  cer- 
tainly wrought  out  of  this  business  a  wonderful  effect  on  the  people. 
Yet  they  have  been  astonished  more  than  they  have  understood 
it,  and  now  that  Gerry's  correspondence  comes  out,  clearing  the 
French  government  of  that  turpitude,  and  shewing  them  '  sincere 
in  their  dispositions  for  peace,  not  wishing  us  to  break  the  British 
treaty,  and  willing  to  arrange  a  liberal  one  with  us,' the  people  will 
be  disposed  to  suspect  they  have  been  duped.  But  these  com- 
munications are  too  voluminous  for  them,  and  beyond  their  reach. 
A  recapitulation  is  now  wanting  of  the  whole  story,  stating  every 
thing  according  to  what  we  may  now  suppose  to  have  been  the 
truth,  short,  simple  and  levelled  to  every  capacity.  No  body  in 
America  can  do  it  so  well  as  yourself,  in  the  same  character  of 
the  father  of  your  country,  or  any  form  you  like  better,  and  so 
concise,  as  omitting  nothing  material,  may  yet  be  printed  in  hand 
bills,  of  which  we  could  print  and  disperse  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
copies  under  letter  covers,  through  all  the  United  States,  by  the 
members  of  Congress  when  they  return  home.  If  the  understand- 
ing of  the  people  could  be  rallied  to  the  truth  on  this  subject,  by 
exposing  the  dupery  practised  on  them,  there  are  so  many  other 
things  about  to  bear  on  them  favorably  for  the  resurrection  of 
their  republican  spirit,  that  a  reduction  of  the  administration  to 
constitutional  principles  cannot  fail  to  be  the  effect.  These  are 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  the  vexations  of  the  stamp  act,  the  dis- 
gusting particularities  of  the  direct  tax,  the  additional  army  without 
an  enemy,  and  recruiting  officers  lounging  at  every  Court  House 
to  decoy  the  laborer  from  his  plough,  a  navy  of  fifty  ships,  five 
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millions  to  be  raised  to  build  it,  on  the  usurious  interest  of  eight  per 
cent,  the  perseverance  in  war  on  our  part,  when  the  French  go- 
vernment shews  such  an  anxious  desire  to  keep  at  peace  with  us, 
taxes  of  ten  millions  now  paid  by  four  millions  of  people,  and  yet 
a  necessity,  in  a  year  or  two,  of  raising  five  millions  more  for  an- 
nual expenses.  These  things  will  immediately  be  bearing  on  the 
public  mind,  and  if  it  remain  not  still  blinded  by  a  supposed  ne- 
cessity, for  the  purp6ses  of  maintaining  our  independence  and  de- 
fending our  country,  they  will  set  things  to  rights.  I  hope  you  will 
undertake  this  statement.  If  Any  body  else  had  possessed  your 
happy  talent  for  this  kind  of  recapitulation,  (  would  have  been  the 
last  to  disturb  you  with  the  application ;  but  it  will  really  be  ren- 
dering our  country  a  service  greater  than  it  is  in  the  power  of  any 
other  individual  to  render.  To  save  you  the  trouble  of  hundng 
the  several  documents  from  which  this  statement  is  to  be  taken,  I 
have  collected  them  here  completely,  and  inclose  them  to  you. 

Logan's  bill  has  passed.  On  this  subject  it  is  hardly  necessary 
for  me  to  declare  to  you,  on  every  thitij;  sacred,  that  the  part  they 
ascribed  to  me  was  entirely  a  caiumi:/.  Logan  called  on  me,  four 
or  five  days  before  his  departure,  and  asked  and  received  a  cer- 
tificate (in  my  private  capacity)  of  his  citizenship  and  circum- 
stances of  li^,  merely  as  a  protection,  should  he  be  molested  in 
the  present  turbulent  state  of  Eurone.  I  have  given  such  to  an 
hundred  others,  and  they  have  bee  inuch  more  frequently  asked 
and  obtained  by  tories  than  whigs. 

Accept  my  sincere  prayers  for  long  and  happy  years  to  you  still, 
and  my  affectionate  salutations  and  adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER     CCXLVll. 

« 

TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  February  5,  1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  last  on  the  30th  of  January  ;  since  which  yours  of 
the  25th  has  been  received. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  suspension  of  intercourse  with  France 
and  her  dependencies,  is  still  before  the  Senate,  but  will  pass  by 
a  very  great  vote.    An  attack  is  made  on  what  is  called  the  Tous- 
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saint^s  clause,  the  object  of  which,  as  is  charged  by  the  one  party 
and  admitted  by  the  other,  is  to  facilitate  the  separation  of  the 
island  from  France.  The  clause  will  pass,  however,  by  about  nine- 
teen to  eight,  or  perhaps  eighteen  to  nine.  Rigaud,  at  the  head 
of  the  people  of  color,  maintains  his  allegiance.  But  they  are  only 
twenty-five  thousand  souls,  against  five  hundred  thousand,  the 
number  of  the  blacks.  The  treaty  made  with  them  by  Maitland 
is  (if  they  are  to  be  separated  from  France)  'the  best  thing  for  us. 
They  must  get  their  provisions  from  us.  It  will  indeed  be  in  Eng- 
lish bottoms,  so  that  we  shall  lose  the  carriage.  But  the  English 
will  probably  forbid  them  the  ocean,  confine  them  to  their  island, 
and  thus  prevent  their  becoming  an  American  Algiers.  It  must 
be  admitted,  too,  that  they  may  play  them  off  on  us  when  they 
please.  Against  this  there  is  no  remedy  but  timely  measures  on 
our  part,  to  clear  ourselves,  by  degrees,  of  the  matter  on  which 
that  lever  can  work. 

A  piece  published  ir  Bache's  paper  on  foreign  influence,  has 
had  the  greatest  currency  and  effect.  To  an  extraordinary  first 
impression,  they  have  been  obliged  to  make  a  second,  and  of  an 
extraordinary  number.  It  is  such  things  as  these  the  public  want. 
They  say  so  from  all  quarters,  and  that  they  wish  to  hear  reason 
instead  of  disgmting  btacJcguardism.  The  public  sentiment  being 
now  on  the  creen,  and  many  heavy  circumstances  about  to  fall  into 
the  republican  scale,  we  are  sensible  that  this  summer  is  the 
season  for  systematic  energies  and  sacrifices.  The  engine  is  the 
press.  Every  man  must  lay  his  purse  and  his  pen  under  contri- 
bution. As  to  the  former,  it  is  possible  I  may  be  obliged  to  assume 
something  for  you.  As  to  the  latter,  let  me  pray  and  beseech  you 
to  set  apart  a  certain  portion  of  every  post  day  to  write  what  may 
be  proper  for  the  public.  Send  it  to  me  while  here,  and  when  I 
go  away  I  will  let  you  know  to  whom  you  may  send,  so  that  your 
name  shall  be  sacredly  secret.  You  can  render  such  incalculable 
services  in  this  way,  as  td  lessen  the  effect  of  our  loss  of  your  pre- 
sence here.     I  shall  see  you  on  the  5th  or  6th  of  March. 

Affectionate  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison  and  yourself.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    OCXLTIII. 


TO    EDMUND    PENDLETON. 

Philadelphia,  February  14, 1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  a  petition  on  the  29th  of  January.  I  know  the 
extent  of  this  trespass  on  your  tranquillity,  and  how  indiscreet  it 
would  have  been  under  any  other  circumstances.  But  the  fate  of 
this  country,  whether  it  shall  be  irretrievably  plunged  into  a  form  of 
government  rejected  by  the  makers  of  the  constitution,  or  shall 
get  back  to  the  true  principles  of  that  instrument,  depends  on  the 
turn  which  things  may  take  within  a  short  period  of  time  ensuing 
the  present  moment. .  The  violations  of  the  constitution,  propen- 
sities to  war,  to  expense,  and  to  a  particular  foreign  connection, 
which  we  have  lately  seen,  are  becoming  evident  to  the  people, 
and  are  dispelling  that  mist  which  X.  Y.  Z.  had  spread  before  their 
eyes.  This  State  is  coming  forward  with  a  boldness  not  yet  seen. 
Even  the  German  counties  of  York  and  Lancaster,  hitherto  the 
most  devoted,  have  come  about,  and  by  petitions  with  four  thou- 
sand signers  remonstrate  against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  stand- 
ing armies,  and  discretionary  powers  in  the  President.  New  York 
and  Jersey  are  also  getting  into  great  agitation.  In  this  State,  we 
fear  that  the  ill  designing  may  produce  insurrection.  Nothing 
could  be  so  fatal.  Any  thing  like  force  would  check  the  progress 
of  the  public  opinion  and  rally  them  round  the  government.  This 
is  not  the  kind  of  opposition  the  American  people  will  permit. 
But  keep  away  all  show  of  force,  and  they  will  bear  down  the 
evil  propensities  of  the  government,  by  the  constitutional  means 
of  election  and  petition.  If  we  can  keep  quiet,  therefore,  tlie 
tide  now  turning  will  take  a  steady  and  proper  direction.  Even 
in  New  Hampshire  there  are  strong  symptoms  of  a  rising  inquie- 
tude. In  this  state  of  things,  my  dear  Sir,  it  is  more  in  your 
power  than  any  other  man's  in  the  United  States,  to  give  the  coup 
de  grace  to  the  ruinous  principles  and  practices  we  have  seen.  In 
hopes  you  have  consented  to  it,  I  shall  furnish  to  you  some  addi- 
tional m  itter  which  has  arisen  since  my  last. 

In  inclose  you  a  part  of  a  speech  of  Mr.  Gallatin  on  the  naval 
bill.  The  views  he  takes  of  our  finances,  and  of  the  policy  of  our 
undertaking  to  establish  a  great  navy,  may  furnish  some  hints.  I 
am  told,  something  on  the  same  subject  from  Mr.  J.  Nicholas  will 
appear  in  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  papers.  I  mention 
tlie  real  author,  that  you  may  respect  it  duly,  for  I  presume  it 
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will  be  anonymous.     The  residue  of  Gallatin's  speech  shall  follow 
when  published.     A  recent  fact  proving  the  anxiety  of  France 
for  a  reconciliation  with  us,  is  the  following.     You  know  that  one 
of  the  armed  vessels  which  we  took  from  her  was  refitted  by  us 
sent  to  cruise  against  her,  re-captured,  and  carried  into  Gaudaloupe 
under  the  name  of  the  Retaliation.     On  the  arrival  there  of  Des- 
fourneaux,  the  new  commissioner,  he  sent  Victor  Hughes  home  in 
irons ;  called  up  our  captain ;  told  him  that  he  found  he  had  a  regu- 
lar commission  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States ;  that  his  vessel 
was  then  lying  in  the  harbor ;  that  he  should  inquire  into  no  fact 
preceding  his  own  arrival  (by  this  he  avoided  noticing  that  the 
vessel  was  really  French  property)  and  that  therefore,  himself 
and  crew  were  free  to  depart  with  their  vessel ;  that  as  to  the 
differences  between  France  and  the  United  States,  commission- 
ers were  coming  out  to  settle  them,  and  in  the  mean  time,  no 
injury  should  be  done  on  their  part.     The  captain  insisted  on  be- 
ing a  prisoner ;  the  other  disclaimed ;  and  so  he  arrived  here  widi 
vessel  and  crew  the  day  before  yesterday.     Witliin  an  hour  after 
this  was  known  to  the  Senate,  they  passed  the  retaliation  bill,  of 
which  I  inclose  you  a  copy.     This  was  the  more  remarkable,  as 
the  bill  was  founded  expressly  cm  the  Arret  of  October  the  29th, 
which  had  been  communicated  by  the  President  as  soon  as  re- 
ceived, and  he  remarked,  'that  it  could  not  be  too  soon  communi- 
cated to  the  two  Houses  and  the  public'      Yet  he  almost  in  the 
same  instant  received,  through  the  same  channel,  Mr.  King's  in- 
formation that  that  Arret  was  suspended,  and  though  he  knew 
we  were  making  ii  the  foundation  of  a  retaliation  bill,  he  has  never 
yet  communicated  it.     But  the  Senate  knew  the  fact  informally 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  knowing  it,  passed  the  bill. 

The  President  has  appointed,  and  the  Senate  approved  Rufus 
KiTig,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Russians,  at 
London,  and  William  Smith,  (Phocion)  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  to  go  to  Constantinople  to  make  one  with 
the  Turks.  So  that  as  soon  as  there  is  a  cdalition  of  Turks,  Rus- 
sians and  English,  against  France,  we  seise  that  moment  to  coun- 
tenance it  as  openly  as  we  dare,  by  treaties,  which  we  never  had 
with  them  before.  All  this  helps  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  provo- 
cation towards  France,  and  to  get  from  them  a  declaration  of  war, 
which  we  are  afraid  to  be  the  first  in  making.  It  is  certain  the 
French  have  behaved  atrociously  towards  neutral  nations,  and  us 
particularly ;  and  though  we  might  be  disposed  not  to  charge  them 
with  all  the  enormities  committed  in  their  name  in  the  West  In- 
dies, yet  they  are  to  be  blamed  for  not  doing  more  to  prevent  them. 
4-  just  and  rational  censure  ought  to  be  expressed  on  them,  while 
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we  disapprove  the  constant  billingsgate  poured  on  them  officially. 
It  is  at  the  same  time  true,  that  their  enemies  set  the  first  example 
of  violating  neutral  rights,  and  continue  it  to  this  day :  insomuch, 
that  it  is  declared  on  all  hands,  and  particularly  by  the  insurance 
companies,  and  denied  by  none,  that  the  British  spoliations  have 
considerably  exceeded  the  French  during  the  last  six  months. 
Yet  not  a  word  of  these  things  is  said  officially  to  tlie  legislature. 

Still  further,  to  give  the  devil  his  due  (the  French)  it  should  be 
observed  that  it  has  been  said  v/ithout  contradiction,  and  the  peo- 
ple made  to  believe,  that  their  refusal  to  receive  our  Envoys  was 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  a  sufficient  cause  of  war: 
whereas,  every  one  who  ever  read  a  book  on  the  law  of  nations 
knows,  that  it  is  an  unquestionable  right  in  every  power,  to  refuse 
to  receive  any  minister  who  is  personally  disagreeable.  Martens, 
the  latest  and  a  very  respected  writer,  has  laid  this  down  so  clearly 
and  shortly  in  his  *  summary  of  the  law  of  nations,'  B.  7.  ch.  2. 
sect.  9.  that  I  will  transcribe  the  passage  verbatim.  '  Section  9. 
Of  choice  in  the  person  of  the  minister.  The  choice  of  the  per- 
son to  be  sent  as  minister  depends  of  right  on  the  sovereign  who 
sends  him,  leaving  the  right,  however,  of  him  to  whom  he  is  sent, 
of  refusing  to  acknowledge  any  one,  to  whom  he  has  a  personal 
dislike,  or  who  is  inadmissible  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  coun- 
try.' And  he  adds  notes  proving  by  instances,  &c.  This  is  the 
whole  section. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  appearances  of  peace  from  France, 
we  are,  besides  our  existing  army  of  five  thousand  men,  and  ad- 
ditional army  of  nine  thousand  (now  officered  and  levying),  passing 
a  bill  for  an  eventual  army  of  thirty  regiments  (thirty  thousand)  and 
for  regimenting,  brigading,  officering  and  exercising  at  the  public 
expense  our  volunteer  army,  the  amount  of  which  we  know  not. 
1  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  bill,  which  has  been  twice  read  and 
committed  in  Senate.  To  meet  this  expense,  and  that  of  the  six 
seventy-four's  and  six  eighteen's,  part  of  the  proposed  fleet,  we 
have  opened  a  loan  of  five  millions  at  eight  per  cent,  and  autho- 
rise another  of  two  millions :  and  at  the  same  time,  every  man 
voting  for  these  measures  acknowledges  there  is  no  probability  of 
an  invasion  by  France.  While  speaking  of  the  restoration  of  our 
vessel,  I  omitted  to  add,  that  it  is  said  that  our  government  con- 
template restoring  the  Frenchmen  taken  originally  in  the  same 
'vessel,  and  kept  at  Lancaster  as  prisoners.  This  has  furnished 
the  idea  of  calling  her  a  cartel  vessel,  and  pretending  that  she 
came  as  such  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  which  is  false.  She 
was  delivered  free  and  witliout  condition,  but  it  does  not  suit  to 
let  any  new  evidence  appear  of  the  desire  of  conciliation 
France.  _  ? 
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I  believe  it  is  now  certain  that  the  commissioners  on  tlie  Britisii 
debts  can  proceed  together  co  longer.  I  am  told  that  our  two 
have  prepared  a  long  report,  which  will  perhaps  be  made  public. 
The  result  will  be,  that  we  must  recur  again  to  negotiation^  to 
setUe  the  principles  of  the  British  claims.  You  know  that  Con- 
gress rises  on  the  3rd  of  March,  and  that  if  you  have  acceded  to 
my  prayers,  I  should  hear  from  you  at  least  a  week  before  our 
rising.  Accept  my  a^ctionate  salutations,  and  assurances  of  the 
sincere  esteem  with  which  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  ser- 
vant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CUXLIX. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Dear  Sir, 


Philadelphia,  February  19, 1799. 


I  wrote  you  last  on  the  1 1th;  yesterday  the  bill  for  the  eventual 
army  of  tliirty  regiments  (tliirty  Uiousand)  and  seventy-five  tliou- 
stmd  volunteers,  passed  tlie  Senate.  .By  an  amendment,  the  Pre- 
sident was  authorised  to  use  the  volunteers  for  every  purpose  for 
which  he  can  use  militia,  so  that  tlie  militia  are  rendered  com- 
pletely useless.  The  friends  of  the  bill  acknowledged  that  the 
volunteers  are  a  militiaj  and  agreed  that  tliey  might  properly  be 
called  the  *  Presidential  militia.'  They  are  not  to  go  out  of  their 
State  witliout  tlieir  own  consent.  Consequently,  all  service  out 
of  the  State  is  thrown  on  the  constitutional  militia,  the  Presidential 
militia  being  exempted  from  doing  duty  with  them.  Leblane,  an 
agent  from  Desfourneaux  of  Gaudaloupe,  came  in  the  Retaliation. 
You  wiU  see  in  the  papers  Desfourneaux's  letter  to  the  President, 
which  will  correct  some  immaterial  circumstances  of  the  statement 
in  my  last.  You  will  see  tlie  truUi  of  the  main  fact,  that  tlie  ves- 
sel and  crew  were  liberated  without  condition.  Notwithstanding 
tliis,  they  have  obliged  Leblane  to  receive  the  French  prisoners, 
and  to  admit,  in  the  papers,  the  terms,  'in  exchange  (or  jprisoners 
taken  from  us,'  he  denying  at  the  same  time  that  they  consider 
tliera  as  prisonerSf  or  had  any  idea  of  exchange.  The  object  of 
his  mission  was  not  at  all  relative  to  that ;  but  they  choose  to  keep . 
up  the  idea  of  a  cartel,  to  prevent  the  transaction  from  being  used 
as  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  the  French  government  towards  a 
reconciliation.  He  came  to  assure  us  of  a  discontinuance  of  all 
irregularities  in  French  privateers  from  Gaudaloupe.     He  has 
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been  received  very  cavalierly.  In  the  mean  time,  a  consul  general 
is  named  to  St.  Domingo  :  who  may  be  considered  as  our  minister 
to  Touissaint. 

But  the  event  of  events  was  announced  to  the  Senate  yesterday. 
It  is  this :  it  seems  that  soon  after  Gerry's  departure,  overtures 
must  have  been  made  by  Pichon,  French  charge  d'affaires  at  the 
Hague,  to  Murray.  They  were  so  soon  matured,  that  on  the  28th 
of  September,  1798,  Talleyrand  writes  to  Pichon,  approving  what 
had  been  done,  and  particularly  of  his  having  assured  Murray  that 
whatever  Plenipotentiary  the  government  of  the  United  Slates 
should  send  to  France  to  end  our  differences,  would  undoubtedly 
be  received  with  the  respect  due  to  the  representative  of  a  free, 
independent  and  powerful  nation  ;  declaring  that  the  President's 
instructions  to  his  Envoys  at  Paris,  if  they  contain  the  whole  of  the 
American  government's  intentions,  announce  dispositions  which 
have  been  always  entertained  by  the  Directory ;  and  desiring  him 
to  communicate  these  expressions  to  Murray,  in  order  to  convince 
him  of  the  sincerity  of  the  French  government,  and  to  prevail  on 
him  to  transmit  them  to  his  government.  This  is  dated  September 
the  28th,  and  may  have  been  received  by  Pichon  October  the  1st; 
and  nearly  five  months  elapse  before  it  is  communicated.  Yes- 
terday the  President  nominated  to  tlie  Senate  William  Vans  Mur- 
ray Minister  Plenipetentiary  to  the  French  republic,  and  added,  that 
he  shall  be  instructed  not  to  go  to  France,  without  direct  and  une- 
quivocal assurances  from  the  French  government  tliat  he  shall  be 
received  in  character,  enjoy  the  due  privileges,  and  a  minister 
of  equal  rank,  title  and  power,  be  appointed  to  discuss  and  con- 
clude our  controversy  by  a  new  treaty.  This  had  evidently  been 
kept  secret  from  the  federalists  of  both  Houses,  as  appeared  by 
their  dismay.  The  Senate  have  passed  over  this  day  without 
taking  it  up.  It  is  said  they  are  graveled  and  divided ;  some  are 
lor  opposing,  others  do  not  know  what  to  do.  But  in  the  mean 
time,  they  have  been  permitted  to  go  on  with  all  the  measures  of 
war  and  patronage,  and  when  the  close  of  the  session  is  at  hand  it 
is  made  known.  However,  it  silences  all  arguments  against  the 
sincerity  of  France,  and  renders  desperate  every  further  effort 
towards  war.  I  inclose  you  a  paper  with  ;  nore  particulars.  Be 
so  good  as  to  keep  it  till  you  see  me,  and  then  return  it,  as  it  is 
the  copy  of  one  I  sent  to  another  person,  and  is  the  only  copy  I 
have.  Since  1  began  my  letter  I  have  received  yours  of  February 
tlie  7th  and  8th,  with  its  inclosures;  that  referred  to  my  discretion 
is  precious,  and  shall  be  used  accordingly. 

Aflectionate  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison  and  yourself,  and  adieu. 

Th:  Jeffekson. 
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LETTER    CCL. 


TO    GENERAL    KOSCIUZKO. 


My  Dear  Friend, 
«        *        «        * 


Philadelphia,  February  21,  1799. 


On  politics  I  must  write  sparingly,  lest  it  should  fall  into  the 
hands  of  persons  who  do  not  love  either  you  or  me.  The  won- 
derful irritation  produced  in  the  minds  of  our  citizens  by  the  X. 
Y.  Z.  story,  has  in  a  great  measure  subsided.  They  begin  to 
suspect,  and  to  see  it  cooly  in  its  true  light.  Mr.  Gerry's  commu- 
nications, with  other  information,  prove  to  them  that  France  is  sin- 
cere in  her'wishes  for  reconciliation;  and  a  recent  proposition 
from  that  country,  through  Mr.  Murray,  puts  the  matter  out  of 
doubt.  What  course  the  government  will  pursue,  I  know  not. 
But  if  we  are  left  in  peace,  I  have  no  doubt  the  wonderful  turn 
in  the  public  opinion  now  manifestly  taking  place  and  rapidly  in- 
creasing, will,  in  the  course  of  this  summer,  become  so  universal 
and  so  weighty,  that  friendship  abroad  and  freedom  at  home  will 
be  firmly  established  by  the  influence  and  constitutional  powers  of 
the  people  at  large.  If  we  are  forced  into  war,  we  must  give  up 
political  differences  of  opinion,  and  unite  as  one  man  to  defend  our 
country.  But  whether  at  the  close  of  such  a  war,  we  should  be 
as  free  as  we  are  now,  God  knows.  In  fine,  if  war  takes  place, 
republicanism  has  every  thing  to  fear;  if  peace,  be  assured  that 
your  forebodings  and  ray  alarms  will  prove  vain ;  and  that  the 
spirit  of  our  citizens  now  rising  as  rapidly  as  it  was  then  running 
crazy,  and  rising  with  a  strength  and  majesty  which  shew  the 
loveliness  of  freedom,  will  make  this  government  in  practice,  what 
it  is  in  principle,  a  model  for  the  protection  of  man  in  a  state  of 
freedom  and  order.  May  heaven  have  in  store  for  your  country 
a  restoration  of  these  blessings,  and  you  be  destined  as  the  instru- 
ment it  will  use  for  that  purpose.  But  if  this  be  forbidden  by  fate, 
I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  preserve  here  an  asylum  where  your  love 
of  liberty  and  disinterested  patriotism  will  be  forever  protected 
and  honored,  and  where  you  will  find  in  the  hearts  of  the  Ame- 
rican people,  a  good  portion  of  that  esteem  and  affection  which  glow 
in  the  bosom  of  the  friend  who  writes  this ;  and  who,  with  sincere 
prayers  for  your  health,  happiness  and  success,  and  cordial  saluta- 
tions, bids  you,  for  this  time,  adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


42S 


LETTER     CCLI. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  February  26,  1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  of  the  1 9th ;  it  ackowledged  yours  of  the 
8th.  In  mine  I  informed  you  of  the  nomination  of  Murray. 
There  is  evidende  that  the  letter  of  Talleyrand  was  known  to  one 
of  the  Secretaries,  therefore  probably  to  all ;  the  nomination,  how- 
ever, is  declared  by  one  of  them  to  have  been  kept  secret  from 
them  all.  He  added,  that  he  was  glad  of  it,  as,  had  they  been 
consulted,  the  advice  would  have  been  against  making  the  nomi- 
nation. To  the  rest  of  the  party,  however,  the  whole  was  a  secret 
till  the  nomination  was  announced.  Never  did  a  party  shew  a 
stronger  mortification,  and  consequently,  that  war  had  been  tlieir 
object.  Dana  declared  in  debate  (as  1  have  from  those  who  were 
present)  that  we  had  done  every  thing  which  might  provoke  France 
to  war ;  that  we  had  given  her  insults  which  no  nation  ought  to 
have  borne ;  and  yet  she  would  not  declare  war.  The  conjecture 
as  to  the  executive  is,  that  they  eceived  Talleyrand's  letter  before 
or  about  the  meeting  of  Congress :  that  not  meaning  to  meet  the 
overture  effectually,  they  kept  it,  secret,  and  let  all  the  war  mea- 
sures go  on  ;  but  that  just  before  the  separation  of  the  Senate,  the 
President,  not  thinking  he  could  justify  the  concealing  such  an 
overture,  nor  indeed  that  it  could  be  concealed,  made  a  nomina- 
tion, hoping  that  his  friends  in  the  Senate  would  take  on  their  own 
shoulders  the  odium  of  rejecting  it ;  but  they  did  not  choose  it. 
The  Hamiltonians  would  not,  and  the  others  could  not,  alone. 
The  whole  artillery  of  the  phalanx,  therefore,  was  played  secretly 
on  the  President,  and  he  was  obliged  himself  to  take  a  step  which 
should  parry  the  overture  while  it  wears  the  face  of  acceding  to  it. 
(Mark  that  I  state  this  as  conjecture ;  but  founded  on  workings 
and  indications  which  have  been  under  our  eyes.)  Yesterday, 
therefore,  he  sent  in  a  nomination  of  Oliver  Ellsworth,  Patrick 
Henry  and  William  Vans  Murray,  Envoys  Extraordinary  and 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  to  the  French  Republic,  but  declaring 
the  two  former  should  not  leave  this  country  till  they  should  re- 
ceive from  the  French  Directory,  assurances  that  they  should  be 
received  with  the  respect  due  by  the  law  of  nations  to  their 
character,  &ic.  This,  if  not  impossible,  must  at  least  keep  off  the 
day  so  hateful  and  so  fatal  to  them,  of  reconciliation,  and  leave 
more  time  for  new  projects  of  provocation.    Yesterday  witnessed 
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a  scandalous  scene  tn  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  was  the 
day  fc.i  taking  up  the  report  of  their  committee  against  the  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  &tc.  They  held  a  caucus  and  determined  tliat 
not  a  word  should  be  spoken  on  their  side,  in  answer  to  any  thing 
which  should  be  said  on  the  other.  Gallatin  took  up  the  alien, 
and  Nicholas  the  sedition  lav/ ;  b»it  after  a  little  while  of  common 
silence,  they  began  to  enter  into  loud  conversations,  laugh,  cough, 
fccc.  so  that  for  the  last  hour  of  these  gentlemen's  speaking,  they 
must  have  had  the  1-  igs  of  a  vendue  master  to  have  been  heard. 
Livingston,  however,  attempted  to  speak.  But  after  a  few  sen- 
tences, the  Speaker  called  hhn  to  order,  and  told  him  what  he  was 
saying  was  not  to  the  question.  It  was  impossible  to  proceed. 
The  question  was  taken  and  carried  in  favor  of  the  report,  fifty- 
two  to  forty-eight ;  the  real  strength  of  the  two  parties  is  fifty-six 
to  fifty.  But  two  of  the  latter  have  not  attended  this  session.  I 
send  you  the  report  of  their  committee.  I  still  expect  to  leave 
this  on  the  1st,  an  ;  be  with  you  on  the  7th  of  March.  But  it  is 
possible  I  may  noi  set  out  till  the  4lh,  and  then  shall  not  be  witl» 
you  till  tlie  lOih.     Affectionately  adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  CC'Lir 


TO    T.    LOMAX. 


Monti-ollo,  March  12,  1709. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  welcome  favor  of  last  month  came  to  my  hands  in  Phila- 
delphia. So  long  h  time  has  elapsed  since  we  have  been  sepa- 
rated by  events,  that  it  was  like  a  letter  from  the  dead,  and  re- 
called to  my  memory  very  dear  recollections.  My  subsequent 
journey  through  life  has  offered  nothing  which,  in  comparison  witli 
those,  IS  not  cheerless  and  dreary.  It  is  a  rich  comfort  sometimes 
to  look  back  on  them, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter  to  Mr.  Baylor,  open,  be- 
cause I  solicit  your  perusal  of  it.  It  will,  at  the  same  time,  furnish  tl^e 
apology  for  my  not  answering  you  from  Philadelphia.  You  ask 
for  any  communication  I  may  be  able  lo  make,  which  may  admi- 
nister comfort  to  you.  I  can  give  that  which  is  solid.  The 
spirit  of  1776  is  not  dead.  It  has  only  been  slumbering.  The 
body  of  the  American  people  is  substantially  republican.  But 
their  virtuous  feelings  have  been  played  on  by  some  fact  with 
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more  ficdon ;  they  have  been  the  dupes  of  artful  maneuvres,  and 
made  for  a  moment  to  be  willing  instruments  in  forging  chains  for 
themselves.  But  lime  and  truth  have  dissipated  the  delusion,  and 
•pened  their  eyes.  They  see  now  that  France  has  sincerely 
wished  peace,  and  their  seducers  have  wished  war,  as  well  for  the 
loaves  and  fishes  which  arise  out  of  war  expenses,  as  for  the 
chancp  x>r  changing  the  constitution,  wliile  the  people  should  have 
time  to  jpontemplate  nothing  but  the  levies  of  men  and  money. 
Pennsylvania,  Jersey  and  New  York  are  coming  majestical- 
ly round  to  the  true  principles.  In  Pennsylvania,  thirteen  out  of 
twenty-two  counties  had  already  petitioned  on  the  alien  and  se- 
dition laws.  Jersey  and  New  York  had  begun  the  same  move- 
ment, and  though  the  rising  of  Congress  stops  that  channel  for 
the  expression  of  their  sentiment,  the  sentiment  is  going  on 
rapidly,  and  before  their  next  meeting  those  three  States  will  be 
solidly  embodied  in  sentiment  with  the  six  southern  and  western 
ones.  The  atrocious  proceedings  of  France  towards  this  coun- 
try, had  well  nigh  destroyed  its  liberties.  The  Anglomen  and 
monocrats  had  so  artfully  confounded  the  cause  of  France  with 
that  of  freedom,  that  both  went  down  in  the  same  scale.  I  sin- 
cerely join  you  in  abjuring  all  political  connection  with  every  fo- 
reign power  :  and  though  I  cordially  wish  well  to  the  progress  of 
liberty  in  all  nations,  and  would  forever  give  it  the  weight  of  our 
countenance,  yet  they  are  not  to  be  touched  without  contami- 
nation from  their  other  bad  principles.  Commerce  with  all  na- 
tions, alliance  with  none,  should  be  our  motto. 

Accept  assurances  of  the  constant  and  unaltered  affection  of, 
Dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  servant, 

Th:  Jbfferson. 


LETTER    CCLIII, 


TO   EDMUND    RANDOLPH. 


Monticelio,  August  18, 1799. 

Dear  'Sir, 

I  received  only  two  days  ago  your  favor  of  the  12th,  and  as  it 
was  on  the  eve  of  the  return  of  our  post,  it  was  not  possible  to 
make  so  prompt  a  despatch  of  the  answer.  Of  all  the  doctrines 
which  have  ever  been  broached  by  the  federal  government,  the 
novel  one,  of  the  common  law  being  in  force  and  cognizable  as  an 
existing  law  in  their  courts,  is  to  me  the  most  formidable.     All 
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their  other  assumptions  of  un-given  powers  hava  been  in  the  de- 
tail.    The  bank  law,  the  treaty  doctrine,  the  sedition  act,  alien 
act,  the  undertaking  to  change  the  Slate  laws  of  evidence  in  the 
State  courts  by  certain  parts  of  the  stamp  act,  kc.  he.  have  heei^ 
solitary,  unconsequential,  timid  things,  in  comparison  with  the 
audacious,  barefacii  and  sweeping  pretension  to  a  system  of  law 
for  the  United  States,  williout  the  adoption  of  their  legislature,  and 
so  infinitively  beyond  their  power  to  adopt.     If  this  assumption  be 
yielded  to,  die  State  courts  may  be  shut  up,  as  there  wilf  then  be 
nothing  to  hinder  citizens  of  the  same  State  suing  each  other  in  the 
federal  courts  in  every  case,  as  on  a  bond  for  instance,  because  tlie 
common  law  obliges  payment  of  it,  and  tiic  common  law  they  say 
is  their  law.     I  am  happy  you  have  taken  up  the  subject;  and  I  have 
carefully  perused  and  considered  the  notes  you  inclosed,  and  find 
but  a  single  paragraph  which  I  do  not  approve.     It  is  that  wherein 
(page  two)  you  say,  that  laws  being  eifianations  from  the  legislative 
department,  and,  when  once  enacted,  continuing  in  force  from  a 
presumption  that  their  will  so  continues,  that  that  presumption  fails 
and  tlie  laws  of  course  fall,  on  the  destruction  of  that  legislative  de- 
partment.    1  do  not  think  this  is  the  true  bottom  on  which  laws  and 
the  administering  them  rest.     The  whole  body  of  the  nation  is  the 
sovereign  legislative,  judiciary  and  executive  power  for  itself  The 
inconvenience  of  meeting  to  exercise  these  powers  in  person,  and 
their  inaptitude  to  exercise  them,  induce  them  to  appoint  special  or- 
gans to  declare  tlieir  legislative  will,  to  judge  and  to  execute  it.  It  is 
the  will  of  the  nation  which  makes  the  law  obligatory ;  it  is  their 
will  which  creates  or  annihilates  the  organ  which  is  to  declare  and 
Announce  it.     They  may  do  it  by  a  single  person,  as  an  Emperor 
of  Russia  (constituting  his  declarations  evidence  of  their  will),  or 
by  a  few  persons,  as  the  aristocracy  of  Venice,  or  by  a  complica- 
tion of  councils,  as  in  our  former  regal  government,  or  our  present 
republican  one.     The  law  being  law  because  it  is  the  will  of  die 
nation,  is  not  changed  by  their  changing  die  organ  through  which 
they  choose  to  announce  their  future  will ;  no  more  dian  the  acts 
I  have  done  by  one  attorney  lose  their  obligation  by  my  changing 
or  discontinuing  that  attorney.     This  doctrme  has  been,  in  a  cer- 
tain degree,  sanctioned  by  the  federal  executive.     For  it  is  pre- 
cisely that  on  which  die  continuance  of  obligation  from  our  treaty 
with  France  was  estabUshcd,  and  the  doctrine  was  particularly 
developed  in  a  letter  to  Gouverneur  Morris,  written  with  the  a[>- 
probation  oi  President  Washington  and  his  cabinet.     Mercer  once 
prevailed  on  die  Virginia  Assembly  to  declare  a  diflferent  doctrine 
in  some  resolutions.     These  met  universal  disapprobation  in  this, 
as  wcU  as  Uie  other  States,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  subsequent 
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Assembly  did  something  to  do  away  the  authority  of  their  former 
unguarded  resolutions.  In  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  the  true 
principle  will  be  quite  as  effectual  to  establish  tlKe  just  deductions. 
Before  the  revolution,  the  nation  of  Virginia  had,  by  the  or- 
gans they  then  thought  proper  to  constitute,  established  a  system 
of  laws,  which  they  divided  into  three  denominations  of,  1.  com- 
mon law;  2.  statute  law ;  3.  chancery  :  or  if  you  please,  into  two 
only,  of  1 .  common  law ;  2.  chancery.  When  by  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  they  chose  to  abolish  their  former  organs  of  de- 
claring thcii  will,  the  acts  of  will  already  formally  and  constitu- 
tionally declared,  remained  untouched.  For  the  nation  was  not 
dissolved,  was  not  ar.iiihilated ;  its  will,  therelore,  remained  in  full 
vigour :  and  on  the  establishing  the  new  organs,  first  of  a  conven- 
tion, and  afterwards  a  more  complicated  legislature,  the  old  acts  of 
national  will  continued  in  force,  until  the  nation  should,  by  its  new 
organs,  declare  its  will  changed.  The  common  law,  tnerefore, 
which  was  not  in  force  when  we  landed  here,  nor  till  we  had 
formed  ourselves  into  a  nation,  and  had  manifested  by  the  organs 
we  constituted  that  the  common  law  was  to  be  our  law,  continued 
to  be  our  law,  because  the  nation  continued  in  being,  and  because 
though  it  changed  the  organs  for  the  future  declarations  of  its  will, 
yet  it  did  not  change  its  former  declarations  that  the  common  law 
was  its  law.  Apply  these  principles  to  the  present  case.  Bef6re 
the  revolution  there  existed  no  such  nation  as  the  United  States  : 
they  then  first  associated  as  a  nation,  but  for  special  purposes  only. 
Thoy  had  all  their  laws  to  make,  as  Virginia  had  on  her  first  es- 
tablishment as  a  nation.  But  they  did  not,  as  Virginia  had  done, 
Kroceed  to  adopt  a  whole  system  of  laws  ready  made  to  their 
and.  As  their  association  as  a  nation  was  only  for  special  pur- 
poses, to  wit,  for  the  management  of  their  concerns  with  one  an- 
other and  with  foreign  nations,  and  the  States  composing  the  as- 
sociation chose  to  give  it  powers  for  those  puqjoses  and  no  others,, 
they  could  not  adopt  nny  general  system,  because  it  would  have  em- 
braced objects  on  which  this  association  had  no  right  to  form  or  de- 
clare a  will.  It  was  not  the  organ  for  declaring  a  national  will  in  these 
cases.  In  the  cases  confided  to  them,  they  were  free  to  declare 
the  will  of  the  nation,  the  law,  but  till  it  v.as  declared  there  could 
be  no  law.  So  that  the  common  law  did  not  become,  ipto  fado^ 
law  on  the  new  association ;  it  could  only  become  so  by  a  positive 
adoption,  and  so  far  only  as  they  were  authorised  to  adopt. 

I  think  it  will  be  of  great  importance,  when  you  come  to  tlie 
proper  part,  to  pourtray  at  full  length  the  consequences  of  this  new 
doctrine,  that  tne  common  law  is  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  their  courts  have,  of  course,  jurisdiction  co-extcnsire 


\M\ 


m 


1^ 


428 

with  that  law,  that  is  to  say,  general  over  all  cases  and  persons. 
But  great  heavens!  Who  could  have  conceived  in  1789,  that  with> 
in  ten  years  we  should  have  to  combat  such  windmills.  Adieu. 
Yours  affectionately, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCLIV. 


TO    WILSON    C.    NICHOLAS. 

Monticello,  Septeir  '  er  5, 1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  August  the  30th  came  duly  to  hand.  It  was  with 
great  regret  we  gave  up  the  hope  of  seeing  you  here,  but 
could  not  u  It  consider  the  obstacle  as  legitimate.  I  had  written 
to  Mr.  Mik  ison,  as  I  had  before  informed  you,  and  had  stated  to 
him  some  general  ideas  for  consideration  and  consultation  when 
we  should  meet.  I  thought  something  essentially  necessary  to  be 
said,  in  order  to  avoid  the  inference  of  acquiescence ;  that  a  reso- 
lution or  declaration  should  be  passed,  1.  answering  the  reasonings 
of  such  of  the  States  as  have  ventured  into  the  field  of  reason,  and 
that  of  the  committee  of  Congress,  taking  some  notice,  too,  of  those 
States  who  have  either  not  answered  at  all,  or  answered  witliout 
reasoning.  2.  Making  firm  protestation  against  the  precedent  and 
principle,  and  reserving  the  right  to  make  this  palpable  violation  of 
the  federal  compact  the  ground  of  doing  in  future  whatever  we 
might  now  rightiuUy  do,  should  repetitions  of  these  and  other  vi- 
olations of  the  compact  render  it  expedient.  3.  Expressing  in 
affectionate  anil  conciliatory  language  ^ur  warm  attachment  to 
union  with  our  sister  States,  and  to  the  instrument  and  principles  by 
which  we  are  united ;  that  we  are  willing  to  sacrifice  to  this  every 
thing  but  the  rights  of  self-government  in  those  important  points 
which  we  have  never  yielded,  and  in  which  alone  we  see  liberty, 
safety  and  happiness;  that  not  at  all  disposed  to  make  every  mea- 
sure of  error  or  of  wrong,  a  cause  of  scission,  we  are  willing  to 
look  on  with  indulgence,  and  to  wait  with  patience  till  those  pas- 
sions and  delusions  shall  have  passed  over,  which  the  federal 
government  have  artfully  excited  to  cover  its  own  abuses  and 
conceal  its  designs,  fully  confident  tliat  the  good  sense  of  the 
American  people,  "nd  their  attachment  to  those  very  rights  which 
we  are  now  vindicating,  will,  before  it  shall  be  too  late,  rally  with 
us  round  the  true  principles  of  our  federal  compact.  This  was 
only  meant  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  complexion  and  topics 
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of  such  dn  instrument.  Mr.  M.  who  came,  as  had  been  pro- 
posed, does  not  concur  in  the  reservation  proposed  above ;  and  from 
this  1  recede  readily,  not  only  in  deference  to  his  judgment,  but 
because,  as  we  should  never  think  of  separation  but  for  repeated 
and  enormous  violations,  so  these,  when  they  occur,  will  be  cause 
enough  of  themselves. 

To  these  topics,  however,  should  be  added  animadveridons  on 
the  new  pretensions  to  a  common  law  of  the  United  States.  I 
proposed  to  Mr.  M.  to  write  to  you,  but  he  observed  that  you 
icnew  his  sentiments  so  perfectly  from  a  former  conference,  that  it 
was  unnecessary.  As  to  the  preparing  any  thing,  I  must  decline  it, 
to  avoid  suspicions  (which  were  pretty  strong  in  some  quarters  on 
the  late  occasion),  and  because  there  remains  still  (after  their  late 
loss)  a  mass  of  talents  in  Kentucky  sufficient  for  every  purpose. 
The  only  object  of  the  present  communication  is  to  procure  a 
concert  in  the  general  plan  or  action,  as  it  is  extremely  desirable 
that  Virginia  and  Kentucky  should  pursue  the  same  track  on  this 
occasion.  Besides,  how  could  you  better  while  away  the  road 
from  hence  to  Kentucky,  than  in  meditating  this  very  subject  and 
preparing  something  yourself,  than  whom  nobody  will  do  it  better. 
The  loss  of  your  brother,  and  the  visit  of  the  apostle  *  *  *  to 
Kentucky,  excite  anxiety.  However,  we  doubt  not  that  his  poisons 
will  bo  effectually  counterworked.  Wishing  you  a  pleasant  jour- 
ney and  happy  return,  I  am  with  great  and  sincere  esteem.  Dear 
Sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

Tu:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CCLV. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Monticello,  Noverabor  22, 1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  never  answered  your  letter  by  Mr.  Polk,  because  I  ex- 
pected to  have  paid  you  a  visit.  This  has  been  prevented  by  va- 
rious causes,  till  yesterday.  That  being  the  day  fix^ed  for  llie  de- 
parture of  my  daughter  Eppes,  my  horses  were  ready  for  me  to 
have  set  out  to  see  you :  an  accident  postponed  her  departure  to 
this  day,  and  my  visit  also.  But  Colonel  Monroe  dinea  with  me 
yesterday,  and  on  my  asking  his  commands  for  you,  he  entered 
mto  the  subject  of  the  visit  and  dissuaded  it  entirely,  founding  the 
motives  on  the  espionage  of  the  little  *    *    *    in    *     " 
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who  would  make  it  a  subject  of  some  political  slander,  and  per- 
haps of  some  political  injury.  I  have  yielded  to  his  representa- 
tions, and  therefore  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  till 
my  return  from  Philadelphia.  I  regret  it  sincerely,  not  only  on 
motives  of  attention  but  of  affairs.  Some  late  circumstances 
changing  considerably  the  aspect  of  our  situation,  must  affect  the 
line  of  conduct  to  be  observed.  1  regret  it  the  more  too,  because 
from  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  session,  I  shall  trusi  the 
post  offices  with  nothing  confidential,  persuaded  that  during  the  en- 
suing twelve  months  they  will  lend  their  inquisitorial  aid  to  furnish 
matter  for  newspapers.  I  shall  send  you  as  usual  printed  com- 
munications, without  saying  any  thing  confidential  on  them.  You 
will  of  course  understand  the  cause. 

In  your  new  station  let  me  recommend  to  you  the  jury  system : 
as  also  the  restoration  of  juries  in  ^e  court  of  chancery,  which  a 
law  not  long  since  repealed,  because  *  the  trial  by  jury  is  trouble- 
some and  expensive.'  If  the  reason  be  good,  they  should  abolish 
it  at  common  law  also.  If  Peter  Carr  is  elected  in  the  room 
of  *  *  *  he  will  undertake  the  proposing  this  business,  and 
only  need  your  support.  If  he  is  not  elected  I  hope  you  will  get 
it  done  otherwise.  My  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Madison,  and  affec- 
ctionate  salutations  to  yourself. 

Th:  .Iefferson. 


LETTER  CCLVl. 
TO    COLONEL    MONROE. 


1 


Philadelphia,  January  12,  1800 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  January  the  4th  was  received  last  night.  I  had  then 
no  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you  confidentially  information 
of  the  state  of  opinions  here ;  but  I  learn  to  night  that  two  Mr. 
Randolphs  will  set  out  tomorrow  morning  for  Richmond.  If  I 
can  get  this  into  their  hands  I  shall  send  it ;  otherwise  it  may  wait 
longer.  On  tlie  subject  of  an  election  by  a  general  ticket  or  by 
districts,  most  persons  here  seem  to  have  made  up  their  minds. 
All  agree  that  an  election  by  districts  would  be  best,  if  it  could  be 
general :  but  while  ten  States  choose  either  by  their  legislatures 
or  by  a  general  ticket,  it  is  folly  and  worse  than  folly  for  the  other 
six  not  to  do  it.  In  these  ten  States  the  minority  is  certainly  un- 
represented ;  and  their  majorities  not  only  have  the  weight  of 
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their  whole  State  in  their  scale,  but  have  the  benefit  of  so  much 
of  our  minorities  as  can  succeed  at  a  district  election.    This  is,  in 
fact,  insuring  to  our  minorities  the  appointment  of  the  government. 
To  state  it  in  another  form  ;  it  is  merely  a  question,  whether  we 
will  divide  the  United  States  into  sixteen  or  one  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  districts.     The  latter  being  more  checquered,  and  re- 
presenting the  people  in  smaller  sections,  would  be  more  likely  to 
be  an  exact  representation  of  their  diversified  sentiments.     But  a 
representation  of  a  part  by  great,  and  part  by  small  sections,  would 
give  a  result  very  dif^rent  from  what  would  be  the  sentiment  of 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  Stales,  were  they  assembled  to- 
gether.    1  have  to  day  had  a  conversation  with  *    *    *    *  who 
has  taken  a  flying  trip  here  from  New  York.     He  says,  they  have 
really  now  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  for 
want  of  some  skilful  person  to  rally  round,  they  are  disjointed,  and 
will  lose  every  question.     In  the  Senate  there  is  a  majority  of 
eight  or  nine  against  us.     But  in  the  new  election  which  is  to 
come  on  in  April,  three  or  four  in  the  Senate  will  be  changed  in 
our  favor ;  and  in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  county  elec-* 
tions  will  still  be  better  than  the  last :  but  still  all  will  depend  on 
the  city  election  which  is  of  twelve  members.    At  present  tliere 
would  be  no  doubt  of  our  carrying  our  ticket  there ;  nor  does 
there  seem  to  be  time  for  any  events  arising  to  change  that  dis- 
position.   There  is  therefore  the  best  prospect  possible  of  a  great 
and  decided  majority  on  a  joint  vote  of  tlie  two  Houses.    They 
are  so  confident  of  this,  that  tlie  republican  party  there  will  not 
consent  to  elect  either  by  districts  or  a  general  ticket.    They 
choose  to  do, it  by  their  legislature.    1  am  told  the  republicans  of 
New  Jersey  ^  equally  confident,  and  equally  anxious  against  an 
election  either  by  districts  or  a  general  ticket.    The  contest  in 
this  State  will  end  in  a  separation  of  the  present  legislature  with- 
out passing  any  election  law,  (and  their  former  one  has  expired) 
and  in  depending  on  the  new  one,  which  will  be  elected  Octo- 
ber the  14th,  in  which  the  republican  majority  will  be  more  de- 
cided in  the  Representatives,  and  instead  of  a  majority  of  five 
against  us  in  the  Senate,  uill  be  of  one  for  us.     They  will,  from 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  choose  the  electors  themselves.    Per- 
haps it  will  be  thought  I  ought  in  delicacy  to  be  silent  on  this  sub- 
ject    But  you,  who  know  me,  know  that  my  private  gratifications 
would  be  most  indulged  by  that  issue,  which  should  leave  me 
most  at  home.     If  any  thing  supersedes  tliis  propensity^  it  is 
merely  the  desire  to  see  this  government  brought  back  to  its  re- 
publican principles.     Consider  tliis  as  written  to  Mr.  Madison  as 
much  as  yourself  j  and  communicate  it,  if  you  think  it  will  do  any 
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good,  to  those  possessing  our  joint  confidence,  or  any  others  where 
it  may  be  useful  and  safe.     Health  and  affectionate  salutations. 

Th:  Jefferson 


LETTER    CCLVII. 


TO    SAMUEL    ADAMS. 

Philadelphia,  February  S6,  1800. 

Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Erving  delivered  me  your  favor  of  January  the  31st,  and  I 
thank  you  for  making  me  acquainted  with  him.  You  will  always 
do  me  a  favor  in  giving  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing  gentlemen 
as  estimable  in  their  principles  and  talents,  as  I  find  Mr.  Erving 
to  be.  1  have  not  yet  seen  Mr.  Winihrop.  A  letter  from  you, 
my  respectable  friend,  after  three  and  twenty  years  of  separation, 
has  given  me  a  pleasure  I  cannot  express.  It  recalls  to  my  mind 
the  anxious  days  we  then  passed  in  struggling  for  the  cause  of 
n^ankind.  Your  principles  have  been  tested  in  the  crucible  of 
time,  and  have  come  out  pure.  You  have  proved  that  it  was 
monarchy,  and  not  merely  British  monarchy,  you  opposed.  A 
government  by  representatives,  elected  by  the  people  at  short  pe- 
riods, was  our  object,  and  our  maxim  at  that  day  was, '  where 
annual  election  ends,  tyranny  begins;'  nor  have  our  departures  from 
it  been  sanctioned  by  the  happiness  of  their  effects.  A  debt  of 
an  hundred  millions  growing  by  usurious  interest,  and  an  artificial 
paper  phalanx  overruling  the  agricultural  massofouf  country,  with 
other  et  ceteras,  have  a  portentous  aspect. 

I  fear  our  friends  on  the  other  side  the  water,  laboring  in  the 
same  cause,  have  yet  a  great  deal  of  crime  and  of  misery  to  wade 
through.  My  confidence  had  been  placed  in  the  head,  not  in  the 
heart  of  Buonaparte.  I  hoped  he  would  calculate  truly  the  difie- 
rence  between  the  fame  of  a  Washington  and  a  Cromwell.  What- 
ever his  views  may  be,  he  has  at  least  transferred  the  destinies  of 
the  republic  from  the  civil  to  the  military  arm.  Some  will  use 
this  as  a  lesson  against  the  practicability  of  republican  govern- 
ment.    I  read  it  as  a  lesson  against  the  danger  of  standing  armies. 

Adieu,  my  ever  respected  and  venerable  friend.  May  that 
kind  overruling  providence  which  has  so  long  spared  you  to  our 
country,  still  foster  your  remaining  years  with  whatever  may  make 
them  comfortable  to  yourself  and  soodiing  to  your  friends.  Ac- 
cept the  cordial  salutations  of  your  affectionate  friend, 
•^  Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CCLVIII. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  March  4,  1800. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  never  written  to  you  since  my  arrival  here,  for  reasons 
which  were  explained.  Yours  of  December  the  29th,  January 
the  4th,  9th,  12th,  18th,  and  February  the  14th,  have  therefore 
remained  unacknowledged.  I  have  at  different  times  inclosed  to 
you  such  papers  as  seemed  interesting.  To  day  I  forward.  Bing- 
ham's amendment  to  the  election  bill  formerly  inclosed  to  you, 
Mr.  Pinckney's  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution,  and  the 
report  of  the  Ways  and  Means.  Bingham's  amendment  was  lost 
by  the  usual  majority  of  two  to  one.  A  very  different  one  will  be 
proposed,  containing  the  true  sense  of  the  minority,  viz.  that  the 
two  Houses,  voting  by  heads,  shall  decide  such  questions  as  the 
constitution  authorises  to  be  raised.  This  may  probably  be  taken 
up  in  the  other  House  under  better  auspices,  for  though  the  fede- 
ralists have  a  great  majority  there,  yet  they  are  of  a  more  mode- 
rate temper  than  for  some  time  past.  The  Senate,  however,  seem 
determined  to  yield  to  nothing  which  shall  give  the  other  House 
greater  weight  in  the  decision  on  Elections  than  they  have. 

Mr.  Pinckney's  motion  has  been  supported,  and  is  likely  to  have 
some  votes  which  were  not  expected.  I  rather  believe  he  will 
withdraw  it,  and  propose  the  same  thing  in  the  form  of  a  bill ;  it 
being  the  opinion  of  some  that  such  a  regulation  is  not  against  the 
present  constitution.  In  this  form  it  will  stand  a  better  chance  to 
pass,  as  a  majority  only  in  both  Houses  will  be  necessary.  By 
putting  off  the  building  the  seventy-fours  and  stopping  enlistments, 
the  loan  will  be  reduced  to  three  and  a  half  millions,  liut  I  think 
it  cannot  be  obtained.  For  though  no  new  bankruptcies  have 
happened  here  for  some  weeks,  or  in  New  York,  yet  they  con- 
tinue to  happen  in  Baltimore,  and  the  whole  commercial  race  are 
lying  on  their  oars,  and  gathering  in  their  affairs,  not  knowing  what 
new  failures  may  put  their  resources  to  the  proof.  In  this  state 
of  things  they  cannot  lend  money.  Some  foreigners  have  taken 
asylum  among  us,  with  a  good  deal  of  money,  who  may  perhaps 
choose  that  deposite.  Bobbin's  affair  has  been  under  agitation 
for  some  days.  Livingston  made  an  able  speech  of  two  and  a 
half  hours  yesterday.  The  advocates  of  the  measure  feel  its 
pY^ssure  heavily ;  and  though  they  may  be  able  to  repel  Li- 
vingston's motion  of  censure,  I  do  not  believe  they  can  carry 
Bayard's  of  approbation.  The  landing  of  our  Envoys  at  Lisbon 
VOL. in.  55 
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will  risk  a  very  dangerous  consequence,  insomuch  as  the  news  of 
Truxton's  aggression  will  perhaps  arrive  at  Paris  before  our  com- 
missionurs  will.  Had  they  gone  directlv  there,  they  might  have 
been  two  months  ahead  of  that  news.  *'^ «;  are  entirely  without 
further  information  from  Paris.  By  lettr"->  'Vom  Bourdeaux,  of 
December  the  7th,  tobacco  was  then  from  twenty-five  to  twenty- 
seven  dollars  per  hundred.  Yet  did  Marshall  maintain  on  the 
non-intercourse  bill,  that  its  price  at  other  markets  had  never  been 
affected  by  mat  law.  While  the  navigating  and  provision  States, 
who  are  the  m^ority,  can  keep  open  all  the  markets,  or  at  least 
sufficient  ones  for  their  objects,  the  cries  of  the  tobacco  makers, 
who  are  the  minority,  and  not  at  all  in  favor,  will  hardly  be  listen- 
ed to.  It  is  truly  the  fable  of  the  monkey  pulling  the  nuisviutofthe 
fire  with  the  cat's  paw ;  and  it  shews  that  G.  Mason's  propo- 
sition in  the  convention  was  wise,  that  on  laws  regulating  com- 
merce, two  thirds  of  the  votes  should  be  requisite  to  pass  them. 
However,  it  would  have  been  trampled  under  foot  by  a  triumphant 
majority. 

March  8.  My  letter  has  lain  by  me  till  now,  waiting  Mr. 
Trist's  departure.  The  question  has  been  decided  to  day  on  Li- 
vingston's motion  respecting  Robbins;  thii  cy-five  for  it,  about  sixty 
against  it.  Livingston,  Nicholas  and  Galiatin  distinguished  them- 
selves on  one  side,  and  J.  Mars*hall  greatly  on  the  other.  Still  it 
is  believed  they  will  not  push  I'/ayard's  motion  of  approbation. 
We  have  this  day  also  decided  in  Senate  on  the  motion  for  over- 
hauling the  editor  of  the  Aurora.  It  was  carried,  as  usual,  by 
about  two  to  one ;  H.  Marshall  voting  of  course  with  them,  as 
did,  and  frequently  does  *  *  *  of  *  *  *  ,  who  is 
perfectly  at  market.  It  happens  that  the  other  party  are  so  strong, 
that  they  do  not  think  either  him  or  *  *  *  worth  buying. 
As  the  conveyance  is  confidential,  I ,  can  say  something  on  a  sub- 
ject which,  to  those  who  do  not  know  my  real  dispositions  respect- 
ing it,  might  seem  indelicate.  The  federalists  begin  to  be  very 
seriously  alarmed  about  their  election  nejjt  fall.  Their  speeches 
in  private,  aS  well  as  their  public  and  private  demeanor  to  me,  in- 
dicate it  strongly.  This  seems  to  be  the  prospect.  Keep  out 
Pennsylvania,  Jersey  and  New  York,  and  the  rest  of  the  States 
are  about  equally  divided ;  and  in  this  estimate  it  is  supposed  that 
North  Carolina  and  Maryland  added  together  are  equally  divided. 
Then  the  event  depends  on  the  three  middle  States  before  men- 
tioned. As  to  them,  Pennsylvania  passes  no  law  for  an  election. 
at  the  present  session.  They  confide  that  the  next  election  gives 
a  decided  majority  in  the  two  Houses  when  joined  together.  Mc 
Kean,  therefore,  intends  to  call  the  legislature  to  meet  ittrmediately 
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after  the  new  election,  to  appoint  electors  themselves.  Still  you 
will  be  sensible  there  may  arise  a  difficulty  between  the  two 
Houses  about  voting  by  heads  or  by  Houses.  The  republican 
members  here  from  Jersey  are  entirely  confident  that  their  two 
Houses,  joined  together,  have  a  majority  of  republicans;  their 
Council  being  republican  by  six  or  eight  votes,  and  the  lower  House 
federal  by  only  one  or  two ;  and  they  have  no  doubt  the  approach- 
ing election  will  be  in  favor  of  the  republicans.  'I'hey  appoint 
electors  by  the  two  Houses  voting  together.  In  New  York  all  de- 
pends on  the  success  of  the  city  election,  which  is  of  twelve  mem- 
bers, and  of  course  makes  a  difference  of  twenty-four,  which  is 
sufficient  to  make  the  two  Houses,  joined  together,  republican  in 
their  vote.  Governor  Clinton,  General  Gates,  and  some  other  old 
revolutionai-y  characters,  have  been  put  on  the  republican  ticket. 
Burr,  Livingston,  &c.  entertain  no  doubt  on  the  event  of  that  elec- 
tion. Still  these  are  the  ideas  of  the  republicans  only  in  these  tliree 
States,  and  we  must  make  great  allowance  for  their  sanguine 
views.  Upon  the  whole,  1  consider  it  as  rather  more  doubtful 
than  the  last  election,  in  which  I  was  not  deceived  in  more  than  a 
vote  or  two.  If  Pennsylvania  votes,  then  either  Jersey  or  New 
York  giving  a  republican  vote,  decides  the  election.  If  Pennsyl- 
vania does  not  vote,  then  New  York  determines  the  election.  In 
any  event,  we  may  say  that  if  the  city  election  of  New  York  is  in 
favor  of  the  republican  ticket,  the  issue  will  be  republican ;  if  the 
federal  ticket  for  the  city  of  New  York  prevails,  the  probabilities 
will  be  in  favor  of  a  federal  issue,  because  it  would  then  require  a 
republican  vote  both  from  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  to  preponde- 
rate against  New  York,  on  which  we  could  not  count  with  any 
confidence.  The  election  of  New  York  being  in  April,  it  becomes 
an  early  and  interesting  object  It  is  probable  the  landing  of  our 
Envoys  in  Lisbon  will  add  a  month  to  our  session ;  because  all  that 
the  eastern  men  are  anxious  about,  is  to  get  away  before  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  treaty's  coming  in  upon  us. 

Present  my  respectful  salutations  to  Mrs.  Madison,  and  be  as- 
sured of  my  constant  and  affectionate  esteem. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER   CCLIX. 


TO    JAMES    MADISON. 


Philadelphia,  May  13,  1800. 

Dear  Sir, 
Congress  will  rise  to  day  or  tomorrow.  Mr.  Nicholas  propos- 
ing to  call  on  you,  you  will  get  from  him  the  Congressional  news. 
On  the  whole,  the  federalists  have  not  been  able  to  carry  a  single 
strong  measure  in  the  lower  House  the  whole  session.  When 
they  met,  it  was  beUeved  they  had  a  majority  of  twenty ;  but  many 
of  these  were  new  and  moderate  men,  and  soon  saw  the  true  cha- 
racter of  the  party  to  which  they  had  been  well  disposed  while  at 
a  distance.  The  tide,  too,  of  public  opinion  sets  so  strongly  against 
the  federal  proceedings,  that  this  melted  off  their  majority,  and 
dismayed  the  heroes  of  the  party.  The  Senate  alone  remained 
undismayed  to  the  last.  Firm  to  t  eir  purposes,  regardless  of 
public  opinion,  and  more  disposed  to  coerce  than  to  court  it,  not 
a  man  of  their  majority  gave  way  in  the  least ;  and  on  the  elec- 
tion bill  they  adhered  to  John  Marshall's  amendment,  by  their 
whole  number  ;  and  if  there  had  been  a  full  Senate,  there  would 
have  been  but  eleven  votes  against  it,  which  include  H.  Marshall, 

who  has  voted  with  the  republicans  this  session.     *      *       *     * 
««         *         *         *         *         *         «         * 

Accept  assurances  of  constant  and  aflfectionate  esteem  to  Mrs. 
Madison  and  yourself  from,  Dear  Sir,  your  sincere  friend  and 
servant, 

Th  :  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CGLX. 


TO    GIDEON    GRANGER. 


Monticello,  August  13,  1800. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  with  great  pleasure  your  favor  of  June  the  4th,  and 
am  much  comforted  by  the  appearance  of  a  change  of  opinion  in 
your  State  :  for  though  we  may  obtain,  and  I  believe  shall  obtain 
a  majority  in  the  legislature  of  the  United  States,  attached  to  the 
preservation  of  the  federal  constitution  according  to  its  obvious 
principles,  and  those  on  which  it  was  known  to  be  received  ;  at- 
tached equally  to  the  preservation  to  the  States  of  those  rights  un- 
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questionably  remaining  with  them  ;  friends  to  the  freedom  of  reli- 
gion,  freedom   of  the   prgss,  trial  by  jury   and  to  economical 
government ;  opposed  to  standing  armies,  paper  systems,  war,  and 
all  connection,  other  than  commerce,  with  any  foreign  nation ;  in 
short,  a  majority  firm  in  all  those  principles  which  we  have  es- 
poused and  the  federalists  have  opposed  uniformly  ;  still,  should 
the  whole  body  of  New  England   continue  in  opposition  to  these 
principles  of  government,  either  knowingly  or  through  delusion, 
our  government  will  be  a  very  uneasy  one.     It  can  never  be  har- 
monious and  solid,  while  so  respectable  a  portion  of  its  citizens 
support  principles  which  go  directly  to  a  change  of  the  federal 
constitution,  to  sink  the  State  governments,  consolidate  them  into 
one,  and  to  monarchise  that.     Our  country  is  too  large  to  have 
all  its  affairs  directed  by  a  single  government.     Public  servants  at 
such  a  distance,  and  from  under  the  eye  of  their  constituents, 
must,  from  the  circumstance  of  distance,  be  unable  to  administer 
and  overlook  all  the  details  necessary  for  the  good  government  of 
the  citizens,  and  the  same  circumstance,  by  rendering  detection 
impossible  to  their  constituents,  will  invite  the  public  agents  to  cor- 
ruption, plunder  and  waste.     And  I  do  verily  believe,  that  if  the 
principle  were  to  prevail,  of  a  common  law  being  in  force  in  the 
United  States,  (which  principle  possesses  the  General  Government 
at  once  of  all  the  powers  of  the  State  governments,  and  reduces 
us  to  a  single  consolidated  government)  it  would  become  the  most 
corrupt  government  on  the  earth.     You  have  seen  the  practices 
by  which  the  public  servants  have  been  able  to  cover  their  con- 
duct, or,  where  that  could  not  be  done,  delusions  by  which  they 
have  varnished  it  for  the  eye  of  their  constituents.     What  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  field  for  jobbing,  speculating,  plundering,  office 
building  and  office  hunting  would  be  produced  by  an  assumption  of 
all  the  State  powers  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Government. 
The  true  theory  of  our  constitution  is  surely  the  wisest  and  best,  that 
the  States  are  independent  as  to  everything  within  themselves,  and 
united  as  to  every  thing  respecting  foreign  nations.     Let  the  Gene- 
ral Government  be  reduced  to  foreign  concerns  only,  and  let  our 
affairs  be  disentangled  from  those  of  all  other  nations,  except  as 
to  commerce,  which  the  merchants  will  manage  the  better,  the 
more  they  are  left  free  to  manage  for  themselves,  and  our  General 
Government  may  be  reduced  to  a  very  simple  organization,  and  a 
very  unexpensive  one  ;  a  few  plain  duties  to  be  performed  by  a 
few  servants.     But  I  repeat,  that  this  simple  and  economical  mode 
of  government  can  never  be  secured,  if  the  New  England  States 
continue  to  support  the  contrary  system.     I  rejoice,  therefore,  in 
every  appearance  of  their  returning  to  those  principles  which  I 
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had  always  imagined  to  be  almost  innate  in  them.  In  this  State, 
a  few  persons  were  deluded  by  the  X.  Y.  Z.  duperies.  You  saw 
the  effect  of  it  in  our  last  Congressional  representatives,  chosen 
under  their  influence.  This  experiment  on  their  credulity  is  now 
seen  into,  and  our  next  representation  will  be  as  republican  as  it 
has  heretofore  been.  On  the  whole,  we  hope,  that  by  a  part  of 
the  Union  having .  held  on  to  the  principles  of  the  constitution, 
time  has  been  given  to  the  States  to  recover  from  the  temporary 
phrenzy  into  which  they  had  been  decoyed,  to  rally  round  the 
constitution,  and  to  rescue  it  from  the  destruction  with  which  it 
had  been  threatened  even  at  their  own  hands.  I  see  copied  from 
the  American  Magazine  two  numbers  of  a  paper  signed  Don 
Quixoite,  most  excellently  adapted  to  introduce  the  real  trutli  to 
the  minds  even  of  the  most  prejudiced. 

1  would,  with  great  plensure,  have  written  the  letter  you  desired 
in  behalf  of  your  friend,  but*  there  are  existing  circumstances 
which  render  a  letter  from  me  to  that  magistrate  as  improper  as 
it  would  be  unavailing.  I  shall  be  happy,  on  some  more  fortunate 
occasion,  to  prove  to  you  my  desire  of  serving  your  wishes. 

I  sometime  ago  received  a  letter  from  a  Mr.  M'Gregory  of 
Derby,  in  your  Slate  :  it  is  written  with  such  a  degree  of  good 
sense  and  appearance  of  candor,  as  entitles  it  to  an  answer.  Yet 
the  writer  being  entirely  unknown  to  me,  and  the  stratagems  of 
the  times  very  multifarious,  1  have  thought  it  best  to  avail  myself 
of  your  friendship,  and  inclose  the  answer  to  you.  You  will  see 
its  nature.  If  you  find  from  the  character  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  addressed,  that  no  improper  use  would  probably  be  made  of 
it,  be  so  good  as  to  seal  and  send  it.     Otherwise  suppress  it. 

How  will  the  vote  of  your  Slate  and  Rhode  Island  be  as  to 
A.  and  P. ? 

I  am,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem,  Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and 
servant,  Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CCLXl. 


TO    URIAH    M  GREGORY. 


Sir, 


Monticello,  August  IJ,  IHOO. 


Your  favor  of  July  the  19th  has  been  received,  and  received 
with  the  tribute  of  respect  due  to  a  person,  who,  unurged  by  mo- 
tives of  personal  friendship  or  acquaintance,  and  unaided  by  par- 
ticular information,  will  so  far  exercise  his  justice  as  to  advert  to 
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the  proofs  of  approbation  given  a  public  character  by  his  own 
State  and  by  the  United  States,  and  weigh  them  in  the  scale 
against  the  fatherless  calumnies  he  hears  uttered  against  him. 
These  public  acts  are  known  even  to  those  who  know  nothing  of 
my  private  life,  and  surely  are  better  evidence  to  a  mind  disposed 
to  truth,  ^an  slanders  which  no  man  will  affirm  on  his  own  know- 
ledge, or  ever  saw  one  who  would.  From  the  moment  that  a 
portion  of  my  fellow  citizens  looked  towards  me  with  a  view  to 
one  of  their  highest  offices,  the  floodgates  of  calumny  have  been 
opened  upon  me;  not  where  I  am  pei-sonally  known,  where  their 
slanders  would  be  instantly  judged  and  suppressed,  from  a  general 
sense  of  their  falsehood ;  but  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Union, 
where  the  means  of  detection  are  not  at  hand,  and  the  trouble  of 
an  inquiry  is  greater  than  would  suit  the  hearers  to  undertake.  I 
know  that  I  might  have  filled  the  courts  of  the  United  States  with 
actions  for  these  slanders,  and  have  ruined  perhaps  many  persons 
who  are  not  innocent.  But  this  would  be  no  equivalent  to  the 
loss  of  character.  I  leave  them,  therefore,  to  the  reproof  of  their 
own  consciences.  If  these  do  not  condemn  them,  there  will  yet 
come  a  day  when  the  false  witness  will  meet  a  judge  who  has  not 
slept  over  his  slanders.  If  the  reverend  Cotton  Mather  Smith  of 
Shena  believed  this  as  firmly  as  I  do,  he  would  surely  never 
have  affirmed  that '  I  had  obtained  my  property  by  fraud  and  rob- 
bery ;  that  in  one  instance,  I  had  defrauded  and  robbed  a  widow 
and  fathe.less  children  of  an  estate  to  which  I  was  executor,  of 
ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  by  keeping  the  properly  and  pay- 
ing them  in  money  at  the  nominal  rate,  when  it  was  worth  no  more 
than  forty  for  one :  and  that  all  tliis  could  be  proved.*  Every 
tittle  of  it  is  fable ;  there  not  having  existed  a  single  circumstance 
of  my  life  to  which  any  part  of  it  can  hang.  I  never  was  executor 
but  in  two  instances,  both  of  which  having  taken  place  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  revolution,  which  withdrew  me  immediately  from  all 
private  pursuits,  I  never  meddled  in  either  executorship.  In  one 
of  the  cases  only,  were  there  a  widow  and  children.  She  was 
my  sister.  She  retained  and  managed  die  estate  in  her  own 
hands,  and  no  part  of  it  was  ever  in  mine.  In  the  other,  I  was  a 
coparcener,  and  only  received  on  a  division  the  equal  por- 
tion allotted  me.  To  neither  of  these  executorships  tliHrelore, 
could  Mr.  Smith  refer.  Again,  my  property  is  all  patrimonial, 
except  about  seven  or  eight  lumdred  pounds'  worth  of  lands,  pur- 
chased by  myself  and  paid  Tor,  not  to  widows  and  orphans,  but  to 
the  very  gentleman  from  whom  1  purchased.  If  Mr.  Smith,  there- 
fore, thinks  the  precepts  of  the  gospel  intended  for  those  who 
preach  them  as  well  as  for  others,  he  will  doubtless  some  day 
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kii'*(Ht  dutifeof  tepentance,  and  of  Ackl(ibTdl%Wcfii'in  iScfi^ 
forlltts  a*'tb  corrfe<ittlie  wronpjhe  has^one.  '  Perb^1ie>i!l  have- 
to  ifHAt  tin  the  pasaons  of  the  moment  have  passed  aw<^.    AO  thi^ 
is  left  to  his  own  conscience.       ' 

These,  Sir,  are  facts,  well  known  to  every  person  in  this  quar- 
ter, which  I  have  committed  to  paper  for  your  own  ajfesfaction. 


and  that  of  those  to  whom  you  may  choose  to  mentiomne.ii. 
only  pray  that  my  letter  may  not  go  out  of  your  own  hands,  lest 
it  should  get  into  the  newspapers,  a  bear-garden  scene  into  which 
I  have  made  it  a  point  to  enter  on  no  provocation. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCLXir. 


to  doctor  rush. 


Monticello,  September  23, 1800. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  August  the 
22ntl,  and  to  congratulate  you  on  the  healthiness  of  your  city. 
Snlf  Baltimore,  Norfolk  and  Providence  admonish  us  that  we  are 
not  clear  of  our  new  scourge.  When  great  evils  happen,  I  am  b 
the  h&bit  of  looking  out  for  what  good  may  arise  from  them,  as  con- 
solations to  us,  and  Providence  has  in  fact  so  established  the  or- 
der of  things,  as  that  most  evils  are  the  means  of  producing  some 
good.  The  yellow  fever  will  discourage  the  growth  of  great  cities 
in  our  nation,  and  I  view  great  cities  as  pestilential  to  the  morals, 
the  heiilth  and  the  liberties  of  man.  True,  they  nourish  some  of 
the  elegant  arts,  but  the  useful  ones  can  thrive  elsewhere,  and  less 
perfection  in  the  others,  with  more  health,  virtue  and  freedom, 
would  be  my  choice. 

I  agree  with  you  entirely,  in  condemning  the  mania  of  ^.eing 
names  to  objects  of  any  kind  after  persons  still  living.  Death 
alone  can  seal  the  title  of  any  man  to  this  honor,  by  putting  it  out 
of  his  power  to  forfeit  it.  There  is  one  other  mode  of  recording 
merit,  which  X  have  often  thought  might  bo  introduced,  so  as  to 
gratify  the  livinij  by  j)raising  the  dead.  In  giving,  for  instance,  a 
commission  of  Chiet  Justice  to  Bushrod  Washington,  it  should  be 
in  consideration  of  his  integrity,  and  science  in  the  laws,  and  of  die 
services  rendered  to  our  country  by  his  illustrious  relation,  he, 

A  commission  to  a  descendant  of  Dr.  Franklin,  besides  being  m 
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consideration  of  the  proper  qualifications  of  the  person,  should 
add,  that  of  the  great  services  rendered  by  his  illustrious  ancestor, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  by  the  advancement  of  science,  by  inventions 
useful  to  man,  &;c.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  ou^ht  to  change  all 
our  names.  And  during  the  regal  government,  sometimes  indeed, 
they  were  given  through  adulation  ;  but  often  also  as  the  reward 
of  the  merit  of  the  times,  sometimes  for  services  rendered  the 
coloiiy.  Perhaps,  too,  a  name  when  given>  should  be  deemed  a 
sacred  property. 

I  promised  you  a  letter  on  Christianity,  which  1  have  not  for- 
gotten. On  the  contrary,  it  is  because  I  have  reflected  on  it, 
that  I  find  much  more  time  necessary  for  it  than  I  can  at  present 
dispose  of.  I  have  a  view  of  the  subject  which  ought  to  dis- 
please neither  the  rational  Christian  nor  Deist,  and  would  reconcile 
many  to  a  character  they  have  loo  hastily  rejected.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  would  reconcile  the  genus  irritabUe  vatum  who 
are  all  in  arms  against  me.  Their  hostility  is  on  too  interesting 
ground  to  be  softened.  The  delusion  into  which  the  X.  Y.  Z. 
plot  shewed  it  possible  to  push  the  people ;  the  successful  expe- 
riment made  under  the  prevalence  of  that  delusion  on  the  clause 
of  the  constitution,  which,  while  it  secured  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  covered  also  the  freedom  of  religion,  had  given  to  the  cler- 
gy a  very  favorite  hope  of  obtaining  an  establishment  of  a  particu- 
lar form  of  Christianity  through  the  United  States ;  and  is  every 
sect  believes  its  own  form  the  true  one,  every  one  perhaps  hoped 
for  his  own,  but  especially  the  Episcopalians  and  Congregational- 
ists.  The  returning  good  sense  of  our  country  threatens  abortion 
to  their  hopes,  and  diey  believe  that  any  portion  of  power  confi- 
ded to  me,  will  be  exerted  in  opposition  to  their  schemes.  And 
they  believe  rightly  :  for  I  have  sworn  upon  the  altar  of  God, 
eternal  hostility  against  every  form  of  tyranny  over  the  mind  of 
man.  But  this  is  all  they  have  to  fear  from  me  :  and  enough  too 
in  their  opinion.  And  diis  is  the  cause  of  their  printing  lying 
pamphlets  against  me,  forging  conversations  for  me  with  Mazzei, 
Bishop  Madison,  &c.  which  are  absolute  falsehoods  without  a  cir- 
cumstance of  truth  to  rest  on  ;  falsehoods,  too,  of  which  I  acquit 
Mazzei  and  Bishop  Madison,  for  they  are  men  of  truth. 

But  enough  of  this :  it  is  more  than  I  have  before  committed  to 
paper  on  die  subject  of  all  the  lies  which  have  been  preached  and 
printed  against  me.  I  have  not  seen  the  work  of  Sonnoni  which 
you  mention,  but  I  have  seen  another  work  on  Africa,  Parke's, 
which  I  fear  will  throw  cold  water  on  the  hopes  of  the  friends  of 
freedom.  You  will  hear  an  account  of  an  attempt  at  insurrec»ion 
in  this  State.     I  am  looking  with  anxiety  to  see  what  will  be  its 
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e'^^ct  on  our  State.  We  are  truly  to  bo  pitied.  I  fear  we  have 
little  chance  to  see  you  at  the  federal  city  or  in  Virginia,  and  as 
little  at  Philadelphia.  It  would  be  a  great  treat  to  receive  you 
here.  But  nothing  but  sickness  ^ould  eifect  that ;  so  !  do  not 
wish  it.  For  1  wish  you  health  and  happiness,  and  think  of  you 
with  aiTection.     Adieu. 

Th:  JErrERsoN. 


LETTER    UVLXIII 


TO    ROUEIIT   R.    LIVINGSTON. 


Waihington,  Docombor  14,  1800. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  former  conimunicaiions  on  the  subject  of  the  steam  en- 
gine, 1  took  the  liberty  of  laying  before  the  American  Philosophi- 
cal Society,  by  whom  they  will  be  printed  in  theirvolume  of  the 
present  year.  1  have  hoar<l  of  the  discovery  of  some  large  bones, 
8upiK)sed  to  be  of  the  mammoth,  at  uboiii  thirty  or  forty  miles 
distance  from  you :  and  among  the  bones  foimd,  arc  said  to  be 
some  which  we  have  never  yet  been  able  to  procure.  The  first 
interesHng  question  is,  whether  they  are  the  bones  of  the  mam- 
moth? The  second,  what  are  the  particular  bones,  and  could  1 
possibly  procure  them  ?  The  bones  I  am  most  anxious  to  obtain, 
are  those  of  the  head  and  feet,  wiiich  are  said  to  be  among  those 
found  in  your  State,  ns  also  the  ossa  innominata,  and  the  scouula. 
Others  would  also  be  interesting,  though  similar  ones  may  be  pos- 
sessed, because  tliey  would  shew  by  their  similarity  that  the  set 
belong  to  the  manunoth.  Could  1  so  far  venture  to  trouble  you 
on  this  subject,  as  to  engage  some  of  your  friends,  near  tlic  place, 
to  procure  for  me  the  bones  above  mentioned  ?  If  they  are  to  be 
bought,  I  will  gladly  pay  for  them  whatever  you  shall  agree  to  as 
reasonable ;  and  will  place  the  mon(;y  in  New  York  as  instantonc- 
ously  after  it  is  made  known  to  me,  as  the  post  can  carry  it,  as  I 
will  all  expenses  of  package,  transportation,  &c.  to  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  where  they  may  be  addressed  to  John  Barnes, 
whose  agent  (he  not  being  on  the  spot)  will  take  care  of  them 
for  me. 

But  I  have  still  a  more  im|x)rtant  subject  whereon  to  address  you. 
Though  our  information  of  the  votes  of  the  sevtiral  States  be  not 
official,  yet  they  are  stated  on  such  evidence  as  to  satisfy  both  parties 
that  the  republican  vote  has  been  successful.     We  may,  therefore, 
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venture  to  hazard  propositions  on  that  livpothcsis  witlioiil  being  just- 
ly subjected  to  raillery  or  ridicule.     1  he  constitution  to  which  wo 
are  all  attached  was  meant  to  be  republican,  and  we  believe  to  bb 
republican  according  to  every  candid  interpretation.     Yet  wo  have 
seen  it  so  interpreted  and  administered,  as  to  be  truly  what  tlie 
t' ranch  have  called  it,  a  monarchie  masque.      Yet  so  long  has  the 
vessel  run  on  this  way  and  been  trimmcci  to  it,  that  to  put  her  on  her 
republican  tack  will  require  all  the  skill,  the  firmness  and  the  zeal  of 
her  ablest  and  best  friends.     It  is  a  crisis  which  calls  on  lliem,  to  sa- 
crifice all  ether  objects,  and  repair  to  her  aid  in  this  momentous 
operation.     Not  only  their  skill  is  wanting,  but  their  names  also. 
It  is  essential  to  assemble  in  the  outset  persons  to  compose  our  ad- 
inin'strntion,  whoso  talents,  integrity  and   revolutionary  name  and 
principles  may  inspire  the  nation,  at  once,  willi  unbounded  confi- 
dence, and  impose  an  awful  silence  on  all  the  maligners  of  r(>pub- 
licanism ;  as  may  suppress  in  embryo  the  puqiose  avowed  by  one 
of  their  most  daring  and  effective  chiefs,  jf  beating  down  the  ad- 
ministration.    These  names  do  not  abound  at  this  day.     So  few 
are  they,  that  yours,  my  friend,  cannot  be  spared  among  them 
witliout  leaving  a  blank  which  cannot  be  filled.     If  I  can  obtain 
for  the  public  the  aid  of  those  I  have  contemplated,  1  fear  nothing. 
If  this  cannot  be  done,  then  are  we  unfortunate  indeed  !     Wc 
shall  be  unable  to  realise  the  |)rospects  which  have  been  held  out 
to  the  people,  and  we  must  fall  back  into  monarchism,  for  want 
of  heads,  not  linnds,  to  help  us  out  of  it.     This  is  a  common  cause, 
my  dear  Sir,  common  to  all  republicans.     Though  I  have  been 
loo  honorably  placed  in  front  of  those  who  are  to  enter  the  breach 
so  happily  made,  yet  the  energies  of  every  individual  ere  neces- 
sary, and  in  the  very  place  where  his  energies  can  most  serve 
tlie  enterprise.     1  can  assure  you  that  your  colleagues  will  be 
most  acceptable  to  you  ;  one  of  them,  whom  you  cannot  mistake, 
peculiarly  so.     The  part  which  circumstances  constrain  us  to 
propose  to  you  is,  the  secretaryship  of  the  navy.     These  circum- 
stances cannot  be  explained  by  letter.     Republicanism  is  so  rare 
in  those  parts  which  possess  nautical  skill,  that  I  cannot  find  it 
allied  there  to  the  other  qualifications.     Though  you  are  sot  nau- 
tical by  profession,  yet  your  residence  and  your  mechanical  science 
qualify  you  as  well  as  a  gentleman  can  possibly  be,  and  sufliciently 
tO  enable  you  to  choose  under-agcnts  perfectly  (|iialificd,  and  to 
superintend  their  conduct.     Come  forward  then,  my  dear  Sir,  and 
give  us  the  aid  of  your  talents  and  the  weight  of  your  character  to- 
wards the  new  (istablishmont  of  repnblicani.'iin  :  I  suy,  for  its  new 
establishment ;  for  hitherto,  we  have  seen  only  its  travcstie.     1 
have  urged  thus  fur,  on  the  belief  that  your  present  ofTice  would 
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not  be  an  obstacle  to  this  proposition.  1  was  informed,  and  I 
think  it  was  by  your  brother,  that  you  wished  to  retire  from  it, 
sud  were  only  restrained  by  the  fear  that  a  successor  of  di&rent 
principles  might  be  appointed.  The  late  change  in  your  council 
of  appointment  will  remove  this  fear.  It  will  not.  be  improper  to 
say  a  word  on  the  subject  of  expense.  The  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed General  Washington's  first  administration  took  up,  too  nni- 
versaUy,  a  practice  of  general  entertainmem,  which  was  unneces- 
sary, obstructive  of  business,  and  so  oppressive  to  themselves, 
that  it  was  among  the  mou'ves  for  their  retirement.  Their  suc- 
cessors profited  from  the  experiment,  and  lived  altogether  as  pri- 
vate individuals,  and  so  have  ever  continued  to  do.  Here,  indeed, 
it  cannot  be  otherwise,  our  situation  being  so  rural,  that  during  tiie 
vacations  of  the  legislature  we  shall  have  no  society  but  of  the 
officers  of  government,  and  in  time  of  sessions  the  legislature  is 
become  and  becoming  so  numerous,  that  for  the  last  half  dozen 
years  nobody  but  the  President  has  pretended  to  entertain  them. 
I  have  been  led  to  make  the  application  before  official  knowledge 
of  the  result  of  our  election,  because  the  return  of  Mr.  Van  Ben- 
ihuysen,  one  of  your  electors  and  neighbors,  offers  me  a  safe 
conveyance,  at  a  moment  when  the  post  offices  will  be  peculiarly 
suspicious  and  prying.  Your  answer  may  come  by  post  without 
danger,  if  directed  in  some  other  hand  writing  than  your  own  : 
and  I  will  pray  you  to  give  me  an  answer  as  soon  as  you  can 
make  up  your  mind. 

Accept  assurances  of  cordial  esteem  and  respect,  and  my  friend- 
ly salutations. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCLXIV. 


TO    COLONEL    BURR. 


,        Washington,  Decombor  15,  1800. 

Dear  Sir, 

Altliough  we  have  not  official  information  of  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President,  and  cannot  have  until  the  first  week  in 
February,  yet  the  state  of  the  votes  is  given  on  such  evidence,  as 
satibfies  both  parties  that  the  two  republican  candidates  stand 
highest.  From  South  Carolina  we  have  not  even  heard  of  the 
actual  vote ;  but  we  have  learned  who  were  appointed  electors,  and 
with  sufficient  certainty  how  tliey  would  vote,     it  is  said  they  would 
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withdraw  from  yourself  one  vote.  It  has  also  been  said  that  a 
General  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  had  declared  he  would  give  his 
second  vote  to  Mr.  Gallatii^  not  from  any  indisposition  towards 
you,  but  extreme  reverence  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Gallaun.  It 
is  also  surmised  that  the  vote  of  Georgia  will  not  be  entire. 
Yet  nobody  pretends  to  know  these  things  of  a  certainty,  and 
we  know  enough  to  be  certain  that  what  it  is  surmised  will  be 
withheld,  will  still  leave  you  four  or  five  votes  at  lease  above 
Mr.  Adams.  However,  it  was  badly  managed  not  to  have 
arranged  with  certainty  what  seems  to  have  been  left  to  hazard. 
It  was  the  more  material,  because  I  understand  several  of  the  high- 
flying federalists  have  expressed  their  hope  that  the  two  republi- 
can tickets  may  be  equal,  and  their  determination  in  that  case  to 
prevent  a  choice  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  (which  they 
are  strong  enough  to  do)  and  let  the  government  devolve  on  a 
President  of  the  Senate.  Decency  required  that  I  should  be  so 
entirely  passive  during  the  late  contest,  that  I  never  once  asked 
whether  arrangements  had  been  made  to  prevent  so  many  from 
dropping  votes  intentionally,  as  might  frustrate  half  the  republican 
wish  ;  nor  did  I  doubt,  till  lately,  that  such  had  been  made. 

While  I  must  congratulate  you,  my  dear  Sir,  on  the  issue  of  this 
contest,  because  it  is  more  honorable,  and  doubdess  more  grateful 
to  you  than  any  station  within  the  competence  of  the  chief  magis- 
trate, ~'et  for  myself,  and  for  the  substantiial  service  of  the  public^ 
I  feel  most  sensibly  the  loss  we  sustain  of  your  aid  in  our  new  ad- 
ministration. It  leaves  a  chasm  in  my  arrangements,  which  cannot 
be  adequately  filled  up.  I  had  endeavored  to  compose  an  ad- 
ministration whose  talents,  integrity,  names  and  dispositions,  should 
at  once  inspire  unbounded  confidence  in  the  public  mind,  and  in- 
sure a  perfect  harmony  in  the  conduct  of  the  public  business.  I 
lose  you  from  the  list,  and  am  not  sure  of  all  the  others.  Should 
the  gendemen  who  possess  the  public  confidence  decline  making  a 
pait  in  their  affairs,  and  force  us  to  take  persons  unknown  to  the 
people,  the  evil  genius  of  this  country  may  realise  his  avowal  that 
*he  will  beat  down  the  administration.'  The  return  of  Mr.  Van 
Benthuysen,  one  of  your  electors,  furnishes  me  a  confidential  op- 
portunity of  writing  this  much  to  you,  which  I  should  not  have 
ventured  through  the  post  office  at  this  prying  season.  We  shall 
of  course  see  you  before  the  fourth  ol^  March.  Accept  my  re- 
spectful and  affectionate  salutations. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LKTTBR     CCLXV. 


TO   JUDGE    BRECKENRKDGE. 


Washington,  December  18, 1600. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received,  while  at  home,  Uie  letter  you  were  so  kind  as  to 
write  me.  The  employments  of  the  ccuntiy  have  such  irresist- 
ible attractions  for  me,  tliat  while  I  am  at  home  I  am  not  very 
punctual  in  acknowledging  the  letters  of  my  friends.  Having  no 
refuge  here  from  my  room  and  writing  table,  it  is  my  regular  sea- 
son for  fetching  up  tlie  { je-way  of  my  correspondence. 

Before  you  i  '^•  5^  's,  you  will  have  understood  that  the  State 
of  South  Carolini  le  >  l  •^  one  about  which  there  was  uncertainty) 
has  given  a  republican  vc  t,  and  saved  us  from  the  consequences 
of  the  annihilation  of  Penni^lvania.  But  we  are  brought  into  di- 
lemma by  the  probable  equality  of  the  two  republican  candidates. 
The  federalists  in  Congress  mean  to  take  advantage  of  this,  and 
cither  to  prevent  an  election  altogether,  or  reverse  what  has  been 
understood  to  have  been  the  wishes  of  the  people  as  to  the  Pre- 
sident and  Vice  President ;  wishes  which  the  constitution  did  not 
permit  tliem  specially  to  designate.  The  latter  alternative  still 
gives  us  a  republican  adminbtration.  The  former,  a  suspension  of 
the  federal  government,  for  want  of  a  head.  This  opens  to  us  an 
abyss  at  which  every  sincere  patriot  must  shudder.  General  Da- 
vie has  arrived  here  with  the  treaty  formed  (under  the  name  of  a 
convenuon)  with  France.  It  is  now  before  tlie  Senate  for  ratifi- 
cation, anci  will  encounter  objections.  He  believes  firmly  that  a 
continental  peace  in  Europe  will  take  place,  and  that  England  also 
may  be  comprehended. 

Accept  assurances  of  the  great  respect  of,  Dear  Sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    OCLXVI. 


TO  JAMES    MADISON. 


Washington,  December  19, 1800. 
Dear  Sir, 

Mrs.  Brown's  departure  for  Virginia  enables  me  to  write  confi- 
dentially what  I  could  not  have  ventured  by  the  post  at  this  prving 
season.  The  election  in  South  Carolina  has  in  some  measure  decided 
the  great  contest.  Though  as  yet  we  do  not  know  the  actual  votes 
of  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Vermont,  yet  we  believe  the  votes  to 
be  on  the  whole,  J.  seventy-three,  B.  seventy-three,  A.  sixty-five, 
P.  sixty-four.  Rhode  Island  withdrew  one  from  P.  There  is  a 
possibility  that  Tennessee  may  withdraw  one  from  B.  and  Burr 
writes  that  there  may  be  one  vote  in  Vermont  for  J.  But  I  hold 
the  latter  impossible,  and  the  former  not  probable;  and  th  t  there 
will  be  an  absolute  parity  between  the  two  republican  ca  <iic  'es. 
This  has  produced  great  dismay  and  gloom  on  the  r'^pubi^^an 
gentlemen  here,  and  exultation  in  the  federalists,  who  openly  de- 
clare they  will  prevent  an  election,  and  will  name  a  President  of 
the  Senate,  pro  tern,  by  what  they  say  would  only  be  a  stretch  of 
the  constitution.  The  prospect  of  preventing  this,  i'^  as  follows. 
Georgia,  iTorth  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Veri.iont,  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  can  be  counted  on  for  their  vote  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  it  is  thought  by  some,  that  Baer 
of  Maryland,  and  Linn  of  New  Jersey  will  come  over.  Some 
even  count  on  Morris  of  Vermont.  But  you  must  know  the  un- 
certainty of  such  a  dependence  under  the  operation  of  caucuses 
and  other  federal  engines.  The  month  of  February,  therefore, 
will  present  us  storms  of  a  new  character.  Should  they  have  a 
particular  issue,  I  hope  you  will  be  here  a  day  or  two,  at  least, 
before  the  4th  of  March.  I  know  that  your  appearance  on  the 
scene  before  the  departure  of  Congress,  would  assuage  the  mi- 
nority, and  inspire  in  the  majority  confidence  and  joy  unbounded, 
which  they  would  spread  far  and  wide  on  their  journey  home. 
Let  me  beseech  you  then  to  come  with  a  view  of  staying  perhaps 
a  couple  of  weeks,  within  which  time  things  might  be  put  into  such 
a  train,  as  would  permit  us  both  to  go  home  for  a  short  time,  for 
removal.  I  wrote  to  R.  R.  L.  by  a  confidential  hand  three  days 
ago.     The  person  proposed  for  the  Treasury  has  not  come  yet. 

Davie  is  here  with  the  convention,  as  it  is  called ;  but  it  is  a  real 
treaty,  and  without  limitation  of  time.  It  has  some  disagreeable  fea- 
tures, and  will  endanger  the  compromitting  us  with  Great  Britain.   I 
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am  not  at  liberty  to  mention  its  contents,  but  I  believe  it  will  meet 
with  op|K>sition  from  both  sides  of  the  House.  It  has  been  n 
bungling  negotiation.  Ellsworth  remains  in  France  for  his  heahii. 
He  has  resigned  his  office  of  Chief  Justice.  Putting  these  two 
things  together,  we  cannot  misconstrue  his  views.  Ho  must  have 
had  great  confidence  in  Mr.  Adams'  continuance  to  risk  such  a  cer- 
tainty as  lie  held.  Jay  was  yosterday  nominated  Chief  Justice. 
We  were  afraid  of  something  worse.  A  scheme  of  government 
lor  the  territory  is  cooking  by  a  committee  of  each  House,  under 
separate  authorities,  but  probably  a  voluntary  harmony.  They  let 
out  no  hints.  It  is  believed  that  the  judiciary  system  will  not  he 
pushed,  as  the  appointments,  if  made  by  the  present  administra- 
tion, could  not  fall  on  tliose  who  create  them.  But  I  very  nuich 
fear  the  road  system  will  be  urged.  The  mines  of  Peru  would 
not  supply  the  monies  which  wotdd  be  wasted  on  this  object,  nor 
tlie  patience  of  any  people  stand  the  abuses  which  would  be  in- 
controlably  committed  under  it.  I  proj)Ose,  as  soon  as  the  state 
of  the  election  is  perfectly  ascertained,  to  aim  at  a  candid  under- 
standing with  Mr.  Adams.  I  do  not  expect  that  either  his  feelings 
or  his  news  of  interest  will  oppose  it.  I  h(ipc  to  induce  in .  him 
dispo^tions  liberal  anil  accommodating.  Accept  my  affectionate 
salutations. 

Tii :  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCI.XVII. 


to   JAMES    MAOISON. 


Waaliinjflon,  Docnnibor  8(5,  tSOO. 

Dear  Sir, 

All  the  votes  have  now  come  in,  except  of  Vermont  and  Ken- 
lucky,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  result  is  a  perfect  parity  be- 
tween the  two  republican  characters.  The  federalists  appear  deter- 
mined to  prevent  an  election,  and  to  pass  a  bill  giving  the  govern- 
ment toMr.  Jay,  appointed  Chief  Justice,  or  to  Marshall  ns  Secretary 
of  State.  Yet  1  am  rather  of  oj>inion  that  Maryland  and  Jersey 
will  give  the  seven  republican  majorities.  The  French  treaty  will 
be  violently  opposed  by  the  federalists ;  the  giving  up  the  vessels 
is  the  article  they  cannot  swallow.  They  have  got  their  judi- 
ciary bill  forwarded  to  commitment.  1  dread  this  above  all  the 
measures  meditated,  because  ap|X)intments  in  the  nature  of  free- 
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hold  render  it  difficult  to  undo  what  is  done.  We  expect  a  report 
lor  a  territorial  government  which  is  to  pay  little  respect  to  the 
rights  of  man. 


Cordial  and  affectionate  salutations. 


Adieu. 

Th:  JcrrERBON. 


LATTER    CCLXVIll. 


TO    COLONEL    BURR. 


Waaliington,  Februarj  1,  IHOl. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  was  to  be  expected  tliat  the  enemy  would  endeavor  to  sow 
tares  between  us,  that  they  might  divide  us  and  our  friends. 
Every  consideration  satisfies  me  you  will  be  on  your  guard  against 
this,  as  1  assure  you  1  am  strongly.  1  hear  of^  one  stratagem  so 
imposing  and  so  base  that  it  is  proper  I  should  notice  it  to  you. 
Mr.  Munford,  who  is  here,  says  he  saw  at  New  York  before  he 
left  it,  an  original  letter  of  mine  to  Judge  Breckenridge,  in  which 
are  sentiments  highly  injurious  to  you.  He  knows  my  hand  wri- 
ting, and  did  not  doubt  that  to  be  genuine.  I  inclose  you  a  copy 
taken  from  the  press  copy  of  the  only  letter  I  ever  wrote  to  Judge 
Breckenridge  in  my  life :  the  press  copy  itself  has  been  shewn  to 
several  of  our  mutual  friends  here.  Of  consequence  the  letter 
seen  by  Mr.  Munford  must  be  a  forgery,  nnd  if  it  contains  a  sen- 
timent unfriendly  or  disrespectful  to  you,  1  affirm  it  ^solemnly  to  be 
a  forgery;  as  also  if  it  varies  from  the  copy  inclosed.  With  the 
common  trash  of  slander  I  should  not  think  of  troubling  you ;  but 
the  forgery  of  one's  handwriting  is  too  imposing  to  be  neglected. 
A  mutual  knowledge  of  each  other  furnishes  us  with  the  best  test 
of  the  contrivances  which  will  be  practised  by  the  enemies  of 
both. 

Accept  assurances  of  iny  high  respect  and  esteem. 

Th:  Jefit'erson. 


VOL.    III. 
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LBTTCK    CVLXIX. 


TO    GOVERNOR    M'KEAN. 


WaihiDKlon,  February  2,  1801. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  have  long  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  favor  of  December  the  15th,  as  well  as  that  by  Dr. 
Mendenhnll.  None  occurring,  I  shall  either  deliver  the  present  to 
General  Muhlenburg  or  put  it  under  cover  to  Doctor  Wistar,  to  ' 
whom  I  happen  to  be  writing,  to  be  sent  to  your  house  in  Phila- 
delphia, or  forwarded  confidentially  to  Lancaster. 

The  event  of  tlie  election  is  still  in  dubio.  A  strong  portion  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  will  prevent  an  election  if  they  can. 
I  ratlier  believe  they  will  not  be  able  to  do  it,  as  there  are  six  in- 
dividuals of  moderate  character,  any  one  of  whom  coming  over 
to  the  republican  vote  will  make  a  ninth  state.  Till  this  is  known, 
it  is  too  soon  for  me  to  say  what  should  be  done  in  such  atrocious 
cases  as  those  you  mention  of  federal  officers  obstructing  the  ope- 
ration of  the  State  governments.  One  thing  I  will  say,  dixt  as  to 
the  future,  interferences  with  elections,  whether  of  Uie  State  or 
General  Government,  by  officers  of  the  latter,  should  be  deemed 
cause  of  removal ;  because  the  constitutional  remedy  by  the  elec- 
tive principle  becomes  nothing,  if  it  may  be  snioUiered  by  tlie 
enormous  patronage  of  the  General  Goveniment.  How  far  it  may 
be  practicable,  prudent  or  proper,  to  look  back,  is  too  great  a 
question  to  he  decided  but  by  the  united  wisdom  of  the  whole  ad- 
ministration when  formed.  Our  situation  is  so  different  from  yours, 
that  it  may  render  proper  some  differences  in  the  practice.  Your 
State  is  a  single  body,  the  majority  clearly  one  way.  Ours  is  of 
sixteen  Integral  parts,  some  of  tliem  all  one  way,  some  all  the 
other,  some  divided.  Whatever  may  be  decided  as  to  the  past, 
they  shall  give  no  trouble  to  the  State  governments  in  future,  if  it 
shall  depend  on  me ;  and  be  assured,  particularly  as  to  yourself, 
that  I  should  consider  the  most  perfect  harmony  and  interchange 
of  accommodations  and  good  offices  with  those  governments  as 
among  the  first  objects. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  high  consideration,  respect  and  es- 
teem, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER  CChXX. 


TO  TENCHE  COXE. 


Dear  Sir 


Wnsliin^^ton,  FMbruary  11,  1801. 


Your  favor  of  January  the  25tli  came  to  hand  some  days  ago, 
and  yesterday  a  gentleman  put  into  my  hand,  at  the  door  of  the 
Senate  chamber,  the  volume  of  the  American  Museum  for  1798. 
As  no  letter  accompanied  it,  I  took  it  for  granted  it  was  to  bring 
under  my  eye  some  of  its  content.  I  h.ive  gone  over  it  with 
satisfaction. 

This  is  the  morning  of  the  election  by  the  House  of  Represen-^ 
tatives.     For  some  time  past  a  single  individual  had  declared  he 
would  by  his  vote  make  up  the  ninth  State.     On  Saturday  last 
he  changed,  and  it  stands  at  present  eight  one  way,  six  the  other, 
and  two  divided.     Which  of  the  two  will  be  elected,  and  whether 
either,  I  deem  perfectly  problematical :  and  my  mind  has  lor*  been 
equally  mnde  up  for  eidier  of  the  three  events.     If  I  can  find  out 
the  person  who  brought  me  the  volume  from  you,  I  shall  return  it 
by  him,  because  I  presume  it  makes  one  of  a  set.     If  not  by  him,  I 
will  find  some  other  person  who  may  convey  it  to  Philadelphia  if  not 
to  Lancaster.     Very  possibly  it  may  go  by  a  different  conveyance 
from  this  letter.     Very  probably  you  will  learn  before  the  receipt 
of  either,  the  result,  or  progress  at  least,  of  the  election.     We  see 
already  at  the  threshold,  tJiat  if  it  falls  on  me,  I  shall  be  embar- 
rassed by  finding  the  offices  vacant,  which  cannot  be  even  tempo- 
rarily filled  but  with  advice  of  Senate,  and  that  body  is  called  on 
the  fourth  of  March,  when  it  is  impossible  for  the  new  members  of 
Kentucky,  Georgia  and  SouUi  Carolina  to  receive  notice  in  time  to 
be  here.     The  summons  for  Kentucky,  dated,  as  all  were,  January 
the  31st,  could  not  go  hence  till  the  5th,  and  that  for  Georgia  did 
not  go  till  the  6th.     If  the  difficulties  of  the  election,  therefore, 
are  got  over,  there  are  more  and  more  behind,  until  new  elections 
shall  have  regenerated  the  constituted  authorities.     The  defects  of 
our  constitution  under  circumstances  like  the  present,  appear  very 
great.     Accept  assurances  of  tlie  esteem  and  respect  of.  Dear  Sir, 
your  most  obei.  ent  servant, 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CCLXXI. 


TO    JAM    S    MONROE. 


t  Washington,  Februnry  15, 1801. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  received  several  letters  from  you  which  have  not  been 
acknowledged.  By  the  post  1  dare  not,  and  one  or  two  confiden- 
tial opportunities  have  passed  me  by  surprise.  I  have  regretted 
it  the  less,  because  I  know  you  could  be  more  safelv  and  fully 
informed  by  others.  Mr.  Tyler,  the  bearer  of  this,  will  give 
you  a  great  deal  more  information  personally  than  can  be  done 
by  letter.  Four  days  of  balloting  have  produced  not  a  single 
change  of  a  vote.  Yet  it  is  confidently  believed  by  most  that 
tomorrow  there  is  to  be  a  coalition.  I  know  of  no  foundation  for 
this  belief.  However,  as  Mr.  Tyler  waits  the  event  of  it,  he  will 
communicate  it  to  you.  If  they  could  have  been  permitted  to 
pass  a  law  for  putting  the  government  into  the  hands  of  an  officer, 
they  would  certainly  have  prevented  an  election.  But  we  thought 
it  best  to  declare  openly  and  firmly,  one  and  all,  that  the  day  such 
an  act  passed,  the  middle  States  would  arm,  and  that  no  such  usur- 
pation, even  for  a  single  day,  should  be  submitted  to.  This  first 
shook  them ;  and  they  were  completely  alarmed  at  the  resource 
for  which  we  declared,  to  wit,  a  convention  to  re-organise  the 
government,  and  to  amend  it.  The  very  word  convention  gives 
them  the  horrors,  as  in  the  present  democratical  spirit  of  America, 
they  fear  they  should  lose  some  of  the  favorite  morsels  of  the 
constitution.     Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  obtain  terms  and 

Fromises  from  me.  I  have  declared  to  tliem  unequivocally,  that 
would  not  receive  the  government  on  capitulation,  that  I  would 
not  go  into  it  with  my  hands  tied.  Should  they  yield  the  election, 
I  have  reason  to  expect  in  the  outset  the  greatest  difficulties  as 
to  nominations.  The  late  incumbents  running  away  from  their 
offices  and  leaving  them  vacant,  will  prevent  my  filling  them  with- 
out the  previous  advice  of  Senate.  How  this  difficulty  is  to  be 
got  over  I  know  not.  Accept  for  Mrs.  Monroe  and  yourself  my 
aflfectionate  salutations.     Adieu. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CCLXXII. 


TO   JAMES    MADISON. 


Washing^ton,  February  Id,  1801. 

Dear  Sir, 

Notwithstanding  the  suspected  infidelity  of  the  post,  I  must 
hazard  this  communication.  The  minority  in  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, aftei  seeing  the  impossibility  of  electing  Burr,  the 
certainty  that  a  legislative  usurpation  would  be  resisted  by  arms, 
and  a  recourse  to  a  convention  to  re-organise  and  amend  the  govern- 
ment, held  a  consultation  on  this  dilemma,  whether  it  would  be 
better  for  them  to  come  over  in  a  body  and  go  with  the  tide  of 
.he  times,  or  by  a  negative  conduct  su^er  the  election  to  be  made 
by  a  bare  majority,  keeping  their  body  entire  and  unbroken,  to 
act  in  phalanx  on  such  ground  of  opposition  as  circumstances  shall 
offer :  and  I  know  their  determination  on  this  question  only  by 
their  vote  of  yesterday.  Morris  of  Vermont  withdrew,  which 
made  Lyon's  vote  that  of  his  State.  The  Maryland  federalists  put 
in  four  blanks,  which  made  the  positive  ticket  of  their  colleagues 
the  vote  of  the  State.  South  Carolina  and  Delaware  put  in  six 
blanks.  So  there  were  ten  States  for  one  candidate,  four  for  an- 
other, and  two  blanks.  We  consider  this,  therefore,  as  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  on  the  part  of  this  band.  But  their  conduct  appears 
to  have  brought  over  to  us  the  whole  body  of  federalists,  who,  be- 
ing alarmed  with  the  danger  of  u  dissolution  of  the  government, 
had  been  made  mosi  rnxiously  to  wish  the  very  a'^-^inistralion 
they  had  opposed,  and  to  view  it  when  oblnined,  as  a  child  of 
their  own.  *******  Mr.  A.  em- 
barrasses us.  He  keeps  the  offices  of  State  and  War  vacant,  but 
has  named  Bayard  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France,  and  has 
called  an  unorganised  Senate  to  meet  the  fourth  of  March.  As 
you  do  not  like  to  be  here  on  that  day,  I  wish  you  would  come 
within  a  day  or  two  after.  I  think  that  between  that  and  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  we  can  so  far  put  things  under  way,  as  that 
we  may  go  home  to  make  arrangements  for  our  final  removal. 
Come  to  Conrad's,  where  I  will  bespeak  lodgings  for  you.  Yes- 
terday Mr.  A.  nominated  Bayard  to  bo  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States  to  the  French  republic ;  to  day,  Theophilus 
Parsons,  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Slates  in  the  room  of 
C  Lee,  who,  with  Keith  Taylor  rum  multis  aliit,  are  appointed 
judges  under  the  new  system.     H.  G.  Otis  is  nominated  a  district 
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attorney.  A  vessel  Ins  been  waiting  for  some  lime  in  readiness 
to  carry  the  new  minister  to  France.  My  affectionate  salutations 
to  Mrs.  Madison. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER     CCLXXIII. 


TO   JOHN    DICKINSON. 


Washington,  March  C,  I6U1. 

Dear  Sir, 

No  pleasure  can  exceed  that  which  I  received  from  reading  your 
letter  of  tlie  21st  ultimo.  It  was  like  the  joy  we  expect  in  the 
mansions  of  tlie  blessed,  when  received  with  the  embraces  of  our 
forefathers,  we  shall  be  welcomed  widi  their  blessing  as  having 
done  our  part  not  unworthily  of  them.  The  storm  through  which 
we  have  passed,  has  been  tremendous  indeed.  The  tough  sides 
of  our  Arg'^sie  have  been  Uioroughly  tried.  Her  strength  has  stood 
the  waves  into  which  she  was  steered,  with  a  view  to  sink  her. 
We  sliall  put  her  on  her  republican  tack,  and  she  will  now  shew 
by  tlie  beauty  of  her  motion  the  skill  of  her  builders.  Figure 
apart,  our  fellow  citizens  have  been  led  hood-winked  from  their 
principles,  by  a  most  extraordinary  combination  of  circumstances. 
But  die  band  is  removed,  and  they  now  see  for '  lemselves.  1  bo|)e 
to  see  shorUy  a  perfect  consolidation,  to  efTfji  which,  nothing  shall 
be  spared  on  my  part,  short  of  the  abandonment  of  the  principles 
of  our  revolution.  A  just  and  solid  republican  government  main- 
tained here,  will  be  a  standing  monument  and  example  for  the 
aim  and  imitauon  of  the  people  of  other  countries ;  and  1  join  with 
you  in  die  hope  and  belief  that  they  will  see,  from  our  example, 
that  a  free  government  is  of  all  others  the  most  energetic ;  Uiat 
the  inquiry  which  has  been  excited  among  the  mass  of  mankind 
by  our  revolution  and  its  consequences,  will  ameliorate  tlie  condi- 
tion of  man  over  a  great  portion  of  the  globe.  What  a  satis- 
faction have  we  in  the  contemplation  of  the  benevolerU  effects  of 
our  efforts,  compared  with  those  of  the  leaders  on  the  other  side, 
who  have  discountenanced  nil  advances  in  scienco  as  dangen>us 
innovations,  have  endeavored  to  render  philosophy  and  republi- 
canism terms  of  reproach,  to  persnnde  us  that  maii  cannot  be  go- 
verned but  by  the  rod,  hv.     I  shall  have  the  happinoss  of  living 


».*<i 


<«' 


»• 


\ 


.  :  466 

i 

and  dying  in  the  contrary  jiojie.  Accept  assurances  of  my  con- 
stant and  sincere  respect  and  attachment,  and  my  affectionate 
salutations. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   OCLXXIV. 


to    colonel    MONROE. 


Washington,  March  7,1801. 

Dear  Sir, 

1  had  wrinen  tlie  inclosed  letter  to  Mrs.  Trist,  and  was  just 
proceeding  to  begin  one  to  you,  when  your  favor  of  the  6th  was 
put  into  my  hands.     I  thank  you  sincerely  for  it,  anrl  consider  the 
views  of  it  so  sound,  tliat  I  liave  communicated  it  to  my  coadjutors 
as  one  of  our  important  evidences  of  the  public  sentiment,  accord- 
ing lo  wiiich  we  must  shape  our  course.     I  susj>ect,  partly  from 
this,  but  more  from  a  letter  of  J.  Taylor's  which  has  been  put  into 
my  hands,  that  an  incorrect  idea  of  my  viewr.  has  got  abroad.    I 
am  in  hopes  my  inaugural  address  will  in  some  measure  set  this  to 
rights,  as  it  will  present  the  leading  objects  to  be  conciliation  and 
adherence  to  sound  principle.     This  1  know  is  impracticable  with 
the  leaders  of  tlie  late  faction,  whom  1  abandon  as  incurables,  t  nd 
will  never  turn  an  inch  out  of  my  way  to  reconcile  ihc»T».     But 
wiUi  the  main  body  of  the  federalists,  1  believe  it  very  practicable. 
You  know  that  the  maneuvres  of  the  year  X.  Y.  Z.  carried  over 
from  us  a  great  body  of  the  people,  real  republicans,  and  honest 
men  under  virtuous  motives.     The  delusion  lasted  a  while.     At 
length  the  poor  arts  of  tub  plots,  &c.  were  repeated  till  the  de- 
signs of  the  party  became  suspected.     F^om  that  moment  those 
who  had  left  us  began  to  come  back.     It  v;as  by  their  return  to 
us  Ujat  we  gained  the  victory  in  November,  J  b()0,  which  we  should 
not  have  gained  in  November,  1799.     But  during  the  suspension 
of  the  public  mind  from  the  lilh  to  the  i7th  of  February,  and  the 
anxiety  and  alarm  lest  there  should  be  no  election,  and  anarchy 
ensue,  a  wonderful  effect  was  produced  on  the  mass  of  fede- 
ralists who  had  not  before  come  over.     Those  who  had  before 
become  sensible  of  their  error  in  t)w  former  change,  and  only 
wanted  a  decent  excuse  lor  coming  back,  seized  that  occasion  for 
doing  so.     Anothei-  body,  and  a  large  one  it  is,  who  from  timidity 
f  constitution  had  gone  with  Uiose  who  wished  for  a  st.^ong  exo- 
utive,  were  induced  by  die  same   timidity  to  come  over  to  us 
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rather  than  risk  anarchy :  so  that,  according  to  th^?  evidence  we 
receive  frnm  every  direction,  we  may  say  that  the  tviiok  >1  •  uL 
portion  of  he  people  which  were  called  federalists,  were  ;ia  !c  to 
desire  anx'ouflly  the  very  event  they  had  just  before  opposed  widi 
all  their  energies,  and  to  receive  the  election  which  was  njadc,  as 
an  object  of  their  earnest  wishes,  a  child  of  their  own,  Theso 
people  (1  always  exclude  their  leaders)  are  now  aggregated  with 
us,  the}  look  with  a  certain  degree  of  affection  and  confidence  to 
the  administration,  ready  to  become  attached  to  it,  if  it  avoids  in  the 
outset  acts  whicii  might  revolt  and  tlirow  them  off.  To  give  time 
for  a  perfect  consolidation  seems  prudent.  I  have  firmly  refused 
to  follow  the  counsels  of  those  who  liave  desired  the  giving  offices 
to  some  of  tlieir  leaders,  in  order  to  reconcile.  I  have  given, 
and  will  give  only  to  republicans,  under  existing  circumstances. 
But  I  believe  with  others,  that  deprivations  of  office,  if  made  on 
the  ground  of  political  principles  alone,  would  revolt  our  new  con- 
verts, and  give  a  body  to  leaders  who  now  stand  alone.  Some,  1 
know,  must  be  made.  They  must  be  as  few  as  possible,  done 
gradually,  and  bottomed  on  some  malversation  or  inherent  dis- 
qualification. Where  we  shall  draw  the  line  between  retaining  all 
and  none,  is  not  yet  settled,  and  will  not  be  till  we  get  our  admi- 
nistration together;  and  perhaps  even  then,  we  shall  prccfud  k 
talons,  balancing  our  measures  according  to  the  impressioa  we 
perceive  them  to  make. 

This  may  give  you  a  general  view  of  our  plan.  Should  you  be 
in  Albemarle  the  first  week  in  April,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  there,  and  of  developing  things  more  particul?iily,  and 
uf  profiling  by  an  intercommunication  of  views.  Dawsosi  iails  for 
France  about  the  15th,  as  the  bearer  only  of  the  treaty  U)  Els- 
worth  and  Murray.  Ho  hus  probuuly  asked  your  commands,  and 
your  introductory  letters. 

Present  my  respects  to  Mrs.  k  .  >e,  and  accept  assurances  of 
my  high  and  affectionate  consideration  and  attachment. 

Th:  Jefferson, 
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LETTEa    CCLXXV. 


TO    OOVEBNOR   MCKEAN. 


Washington,  March  0,  1801. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  February 
the  20th,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  congratulations  on  the  event 
of  the  election.  Had  it  terminated  in  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Burr, 
every  republican  would,  I  am  sure,  have  acquiesced  in  a  moment; 
because,  however  it  might  have  been  variant  from  the  intentions 
of  tlie  voters,  yet  it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  the  constitution. 
No  man  would  more  cheerfully  have  submitted  than  myself,  be- 
cause I  am  sure  the  administration  would  have  been  republican, 
and  the  chair  of  the  Senate  permitting  me  to  be  at  home  eight 
months  in  the  year,  would,  on  th.it  account,  have  been  much  more 
consonant  to  my  real  satisfaction.  But  in  the  event  of  'm  usurpa- 
tion, I  was  decidedly  with  those  who  were  determined  not  to  per- 
mit it.  Because  that  precedent  once  set,  would  be  artificially  re- 
produced, and  end  soon  in  a  dictator.  Virginia  was  bristling  up  I 
believe.  I  shall  know  the  particulars  from  Governor  Monroe, 
whom  1  expect  to  meet  in  a  short  visit  I  must  make  home,  to  se- 
lect some  books,  &tc.  necessary  here,  and  make  other  domestic 
arrangements. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  high  esteem  and  regard. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER     CCLXXVI. 


TO   JOEL    BARLOW. 


Washington,  March  14, 1801. 
Dear  Sir, 

Not  having  my  papers  here,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letters  by  their  dates,  but  I  am  pretty 
certain  I  have  received  two  in  the  course  of  the  last  twelve  months, 
one  of  them  covering  your  excellent  second  letter.  Nothing  can 
be  sounder  than  the  principles  it  inculcates,  and  I  am  not  without 
hopes  they  will  make  their  way.  You  have  understood  that  the 
revolutionary  movements  in  Europe,  had,  by  industry  and  artifice, 
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been  wrought  into  objects  of  terror  even  to  this  country,  and  had 
really  involved  a  great  portion  of  our  well  meaning  citizens  in  a 

1)anic  which  was  perfectly  unaccountable,  and  during  the  preva- 
ence  of  which  they  were  led  to  support  measures  the  most  insane. 
They  are  now  pretty  thoroughly  recovered  from  it,  and  sensible  of 
the  mischief  which  was  done,  and  preparing  to  be  done,  had  their 
minds  continued  a  little  longer  under  that  derangement.  The  re- 
covery bids  fair  to  be  complete,  and  to  obliterate  entirely  the  line 
of  party  division  which  had  been  so  strongly  drawn.  Not  that 
their  late  leaders  have  come  over,  or  ever  can  come  over.  But 
they  stand,  at  present,  almost  without  followers.  The  principal  of 
them  have  retreated  into  the  judiciary  as  a  strong  hold,  the  tenure 
of  which  renders  it  difficult  to  dislodge  them.  For  all  the  par- 
ticulars I  must  refer  you  to  Mr.  Dawson,  a  member  of  Congress, 
fully  informed  and  worthy  of  entire  confidence.  Give  me  leave 
to  ask  for  him  your  attentions  and  civilities,  and  a  verbal  commu- 
nication of  such  things  on  your  side  the  water  as  you  know  1  feel 
a  great  interest  in,  and  as  may  not  with  safety  be  committed  to 
paper.  I  am  entirely  unable  to  conjecture  the  issue  of  things 
with  you. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  constant  esteem  and  high  considera- 
tion. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTKH  COLXXVII. 


TO   THOMAS    PAINE. 


Waiihington,  March  18,  ItiOl. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letters  of  October  the  1st,  4th,  6th  and  16th,  came  duly 
to  hand,  end  tae  papers  which  they  covered  were,  accordinfij  to 
your  permission,  published  in  the  newspapers  and  in  a  pamphlet, 
and  unilcf  your  own  name.  These  papers  contain  precisely  our 
princi|"'.i  ),  and  \  hope  they  will  be  generally  recognised  here. 
Determineii  j-«  wh:  are  to  avoid,  if  possible,  wasting  the  energies 
of  our  people  h  vva:  and  destruction,  we  shall  avoid  implicating 
ourselves  with  the  j)(>wers  of  Europe,  even  in  support  of  principles 
which  v,a  mean  to  pursue.  They  have  so  many  other  interests 
din<"5'.)nt  from  .7urs,  diat  we  must  avoid  being  entangled  in  them. 
'V«  believe  we  can  enforce  those  principles,  as  to  ourselves,  by 
peaceable  means,  now  tliat  we  are  likely  to  have  our  public  coun- 
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cils  detached  from  foreign  views.  The  return  of  our  citizens 
from  the  phrenzy  into  which  they  had  been  wrought,  partly  by  ill 
conduct  in  France,  partly  by  artifices  practised  on  them,  is  almost 
entire,  and  will,  I  believe,  become  quite  so.  But  these  detv  lis,  too 
minute  and  long  for  a  letter,  will  be  better  developed  by  Mr. 
Dawson,  the  bearer  of  this,  a  member  of  the  late  Congress,  to 
whom  I  refer  you  for  them.  He  ^oes  in  the  Maryland,  a  sloop 
of  war,  which  will  wait  a  few  days  at  Havre  to  receive  his  letters, 
to  be  written  on  his  arrival  at  Paris.  You  expressed  a  wish  to 
get  a  passage  to  this  country  in  a  public  vessel.  Mr^  Dawson  is 
charged  with  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  Maryland  to  receive  and 
accommodate  you  with  a  passage  back,  if  you  can  be  ready  to 
depart  at  such  short  warning.  Robert  R.  Livingston  is  appointed 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  republic  of  France,  but  will  not 
leave  this  till  we  receive  the  ratification  of  the  convention  by  Mr. 
Dawson.  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  find  us  returned  generally  to 
sentiments  worthy  of  former  times.  In  these  it  will  be  your  glory 
to  have  steadily  labored,  and  with  as  much  effect  as  any  man  liv- 
ing. That  you  may  long  live  to  continue  your  useful  labors,  and 
to  reap  their  reward  in  the  thankfulness  of  nations,  is  my  sincere 
prayer. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  high  esteem  and  affectionate  attach- 
ment. . 

Th:  Jefff.rson. 


LETTER    CCLXXVIII. 


TO    M.    DE    REYNEVAL. 


Waihington,  March  20, 1801. 

Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Pichon,  who  arrived  two  days  ago,  delivered  me  your  fa- 
vor of  January  the  1st,  3nd  I  had  bofore  received  one  by  Mr. 
Dupont,  dated  August  the  24th,  1799,  both  on  the  subj o'^t  of 
lands,  claimed  on  behalf  of  your  brother,  Mr.  Girord,  and  that  of 
August  the  24th,  containing  a  statement  of  the  case.  1  had  ver- 
bally explained  to  Mr.  Dupont  at  the  time,  what  I  presumed  to 
have  been  the  case,  which  must,  I  believe,  be  very  much  mista- 
ken in  the  statement  sent  with  that  letter ;  and  I  expected  he  had 
communicated  it  to  you. 


sT- 


460 

During  the  regal  government,  two  companies  called  the  Loyal, 
and  the  Ohio  companies  had  obtained  grants  from  the  crown  for 
eight  hundred  thousand,  or  one  million  of  acres  of  land,  each,  on 
the  Ohio,  on  condition  of  settling  them  in  a  given  number  of  years. 
They  surveyed  some  and  setded  them  ;  but  the  war  of  1755 
came  on  and  broke  up  the  settlements.  After  it  was  over  they 
petitioned  for  a  renewal.  Four  other  large  companies  then  form- 
ed themselves,  called  the  Mississippi,  the  Illinois,  the  Wabash  and 
the  Indiana  companies,  each  praying  for  immense  quantities  of 
land,  some  amounting  to  two  hundred  miles  square,  so  that  they 
proposed  to  cover  the  whole  country  north  between  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi,  and  a  great  portion  of  what  is  south.  All  these  peu- 
tions  were  depending,  without  any  answer  whatever  from  the 
crown,  when  the  revolution  war  broke  out.  The  petitioners  had 
associated  to  themselves  some  of  the  nobility  of  England,  and 
most  of  the  characters  in  America  of  great  influence.  When 
Congress  assumed  the  government,  they  took  some  of  their  body 
in  as  partners,  to  obtain  their  influence  ;  and  I  remember  to  have 
heard  at  the  time,  that  one  of  them  took  Mr.  Girard  as  a  partner, 
expecting  by  that  to  obtain  the  influence  of  the  French  court ;  to 
obtain  grants  of  those  lands  which  they  had  not  been  able  lo  ob- 
tain from  the  British  government.  All  these  lands  were  within 
the  limits  of  Virginia,  and  that  State  determined  peremptorily, 
that  they  never  siiould  be  granted  to  large  companies,  but  left 
open  equally  to  all  :  and  when  they  passed  their  land  law  (which 
I  think  was  in  1778)  they  conBrmed  only  so  much  of  the  lands  of 
the  Loyal  company  as  they  had  actually  surveyed,  which  was  a 
very  small  proportion,  and  annulled  every  other  pretension.  And 
when  il  it  State  conveyed  the  lands  to  Congress  (which  was  not 
till  1784),  so  determined  were  they  to  prevent  their  being  granted 
to  these  or  any  other  large  comj.anies,  that  they  made  it  an  express 
condition  of  the  cession,  that  they  should  be  applied  first  towards 
the  soldiers'  bounties,  and  the  residue  sold  for  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  This  disposition  has  been, 
accordingly,  rigorously  made,  and  is  still  going  on,  and  Congress 
considers  itself  as  having  no  authority  to  dispose  of  them  other- 
wise. 

I  sincerely  wish.  Sir,  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  have  given 
you  a  more  agreeable  account  of  this  claim.  But  as  the  case  ac- 
tually is,  the  most  substantial  service  is  to  state  it  exactly,  and  not 
to  foster  false  expectations.  I  remember  with  great  sensibility 
all  the  attentions  you  were  so  good  as  to  render  me  while  I  resi- 
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ded  in  Paris,  and  shall  be  made  happy  by  every  occasion  which 
can  be  given  me  of  acknowledging  them,  and  the  expressions  of 
your  friendly  recollection  are  particularly  soothing  to  me. 

Accept,  I  pray  you,  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration 
and  constant  esteem. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


iii\ 


LETTER  CC.^XXIX. 


TO    DOCTOR   JOSEPH    PRIESTLEY. 


Wasb.ngton,  March  SI,  1801. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  learned  some  time  ago  that  you  were  in  Philadelphia,  but  that 
it  was  only  for  a  fortnight ;;  and  I  supposed  you  were  gone.  It  was 
not  till  yesterday  I  received  information  that  you  were  still  there, 
had  been  very  ill,  but  were  on  the  recovery.  I  sincerely  rejoice 
that  you  are  so.  Yours  is  one  of  the  few  lives  precious  to  man- 
kind, and  for  the  continuance  of  which  every  thinking  man  is  so- 
licitous. Bigots  may  be  an  exception.  What  an  efibrt,  my  dear 
Sir,  of  bigotry  in  politics  and  religion  have  we  gone  through. 
The  barbarians  really  flattered  themselves  they  should  be  able  to 
bring  back  the  times  of  Vandalism,  when  ignorance  put  every 
thing  into  the  hands  of  power  and  priestcraft.  All  advances  in 
science  were  proscribed  as  innovations.  They  pretended  to  praise 
and  encourage  education,  but  it  was  to  be  the  education  of  our 
ancestors.  We  were  to  look  backwards  not  forwards  for  improve- 
ment :  the  President  himself  declaring  in  one  of  his  answers  to 
addresses,  that  we  were  never  to  expect  to  go  beyond  them  in 
real  science.  This  was  the  real  ground  of  all  the  attacks  on 
you :  those  who  live  by  mystery  and  charlataneriCf  fearing  you 
would  render  them  useless  by  simplifying  the  Christian  philosophy, 
the  most  sublime  and  benevolent  but  most  perverted  system  that 
ever  shone  on  man,  endeavored  to  crush  your  well  earned,  and 
well  deserved  fame.  But  it  was  the  Lilliputians  upon  Gulliver. 
Our  countrymen  have  recovered  from  the  alarm  into  which  art 
and  industry  had  thrown  them ;  science  and  honesty  are  replaced 
on  their  high  ground  ;  and  you,  my  dear  Sir,  as  their  great  apostle, 
are  on  its  pinnacle.  It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  in  the 
first  moments  of  my  public  action,  I  can  hail  you  with  welcome  to 
our  land,  tender  to  you  the  homage  of  its  respect  and  esteem, 
cover  you  under  the  protection  of  those  laws  which  were  made 
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for  the  wise  and  good  like  you,  and  disclaim  the  legitimacy  of 
that  libel  on  legislation,  which  under  the  form  of  a  law  was  for 
sometime  placed  among  them.* 

As  the  storm    is   now    subsiding   and   the    horizon  becoming 
serene,  it  is  pleasant  to  consider  tlio  phenomenon  with  attention. 
We  can  no  longer  say  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun.     For 
this  whole  chapter  in  the  history  of  man  is  new.      The  great  ex- 
tent of  our  republic  is  new.     Its  sparse  habitation  is  new.     The 
mighty  wave  of  public  opinion  wliich  has  rolled  over  it  is  new. 
But  the  most  pleasing  novelty  is,  its  so  quietly  subsiding  over  such 
an  extent  of  surface  to  its  true  level  again.      The  order  and  good 
sense  displayed  in  this  recovery  from  delusion,  and  in  the  momen- 
tous crisis  which  lately  arose,  really  bespeak  a  strength  of  charac- 
ter in  our  nation  which  augurs  well  for  the  duration  of  our  re- 
public :  and  1  am  much  better  satisfied  now  of  its  stabiiily,  than  I 
was  before  it  was  tried.     I  have  been  above  all  things  solaced  by 
the  prospect  which  opened  on  us,  in  the  event  of  a  non-el(  ction  of 
a  President;  in  which  case,  the  federal  government  would  have 
been  in  the  situation  of  a  clock  or  watch  run  down.     There  was 
no  idea  of  force,  nor  of  any  occasion  for  it.    A  convention,  invited 
by  the  republican  members  of  Congress  with  the  virtual  President 
and  Vice  President,  would  have  been  on  the  ground  in  eight 
weeks,  would  have  repaired  the  constitution  where  it  was  defec- 
tive, and  wound  it  up  again.     Tiiis  peaceable  and  legitimate  re- 
source, to  which  we  are  m  the  habit  of  implicit  obedience,  super- 
seding all  appeal  to  force,  and  being  always  within  our  reach, 
shews  a  precious  principle  of  self-preservation  in  our  composition, 
till  a  change  of  circumstances  shall  take  place,  which  is  not  within 
prospect  at  any  definite  period. 

But  I  have  got  into  a  long  disquisition  on  politics  when  I  only 
meant  to  express  my  sympathy  in  the  state  of  your  health,  and  to 
tender  you  all  the  affections  of  public  md  private  hospitality.  I 
should  be  very  happy  indeed  to  see  you  here.  I  leave  this  about 
the  30th  instant,  to  return  about  the  25th  of  April.  If  you  do  not 
leave  Philadelphia  before  that,  a  little  excursion  hither  would  help 
your  health.  I  should  be  much  gratified  with  the  possession  of  a 
guest  I  so  much  esteem,  and  should  claim  a  right  to  lodge  you, 
should  you  make  such  an  excursion. 

Accept  the  homage  of  my  high  consideration  and  respect,  and 
assurances  of  affectionate  attachment. 

Th:  Jefferson. 

["  In  tl»o  margin,  is  written  by  tho  author,  *  Alien  law.'] 
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V 


LBTTEB  CULXXX. 


TO   MOSES    ROBINSON. 


Waihington,  March  23,  1801. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  3rd  in- 
stant, and  to  thank  you  for  the  friendly  expressions  it  contains.  I 
entertain  real  hope  that  the  v.  hole  body  of  your  fellow  citizens 
(many  of  whom  had  been  carried  away  by  the  X.  Y.  Z.  business) 
will  shordy  be  consolidated  in  the  same  sentiments.  When  they 
examine  the  real  principles  of  both  parties,  1  think  they  will  find 
little  to  differ  about.  I  know,  indeed,  diat  there  are  some  of  their 
leaders  who  have  so  committed  themselves,  that  pride,  if  no  other 
passion,  will  prevent  their  coalescing.  We  must  be  easy  with 
them.  The  eastern  States  will  be  the  last  to  come  over,  on  ac- 
count of  the  dominion  of  the  clergy,  who  had  got  a  smell  of  union 
between  Church  and  State,  and  began  to  indulge  reveries  which 
can  never  be  realised  in  the  present  stale  of  science.  If,  indeed, 
they  could  have  prevailed  on  us  to  view  all  advances  in  science  as 
dangerous  innovations,  and  to  look  back  to  the  opinions  and  prac- 
tices of  our  forefathers,  instead  of  looking  forward,  for  improve- 
ment, a  promising  groundwork  would  have  been  laid.  But  I  am 
in  hopes  their  good  sense  will  dictate  to  them,  that  since  the  moun- 
tain will  not  come  to  them,  tliey  had  better  go  to  the  mountain : 
that  they  will  find  their  interest  in  acquiescing  in  the  liberty  and 
science  of  their  country,  and  that  the  Christian  religion,  when  di- 
vested of  ilie  rags  in  which  they  have  enveloped  it,  and  brought  to 
the  original  purity  and  simplicity  of  its  benevolent  institutor,  is  a 
religion  of  all  others  most  friendly  to  liberty,  science,  and  the 
freest  expansion  of  the  human  mind. 

I  sincerely  wish  with  you,  we  could  see  our  government  so  se- 
cured as  to  depend  less  on  the  character  of  the  person  in  whoso 
hands  it  is  trusted.  Bad  men  will  sometimes  get  in,  and  with  such 
an  Immense  patronage,  may  make  great  progress  in  corrupting  the 
public  mind  and  principles.  This  is  a  subject  widi  which  wisdom 
and  patriotism  should  be  occupied. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  assurances  of  my  high  respect  and  esteem. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CCLXXXI. 


TO  WILLIAM  B.   GILES. 


Washington,  March  23, 1801. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  two  days  ago  your  favor  of  the  16th,  and  thank  you 
for  your  kind  felicitations  on  my  election  :  but  whether  it  will  be 
a  subject  of  felicitation,  permanently,  will  be  for  chapters  of  future 
history  to  say.  The  important  subjects  of  the  government  I  meet 
with  some  degree  of  courage  and  confidence,  because  I  do  believe 
the  talents  to  be  associated  with  me,  the  honest  line  of  conduct 
we  will  religiously  pursue  at  home  and  abroad,  and  the  confidence 
of  my  fellow  citizens  dawning  on  us,  will  be  equal  to  these  ob- 
jects. 

But  there  is  another  branch  of  duty  which  I  must  meet  with 
courage  too,  though  I  cannot  without  pain ;  that  is,  the  appoint- 
ments and  disappointments  as  to  offices.  Madison  and  Gallatin 
being  still  absent,  we  have  not  yet  decided  on  our  rules  of  conduct 
as  to  these.  That  some  ought  to  be  removed  from  office,  and 
that  all  ought  not,  ail  mankind  will  agree.  But  where  to  draw 
the  line,  perhaps  no  two  will  agree.  Consequently,  nothing  like  a 
general  approbation  on  this  subject  can  be  looked  for.  Some 
principles  have  been  the  subject  of  conversation,  but  not  of  deter- 
mination ;  e.  g.  1.  all  appointments  to  civil  offices  during  pleasure^ 
made  after  the  event  of  the  election  was  certainly  known  to  Mr. 
Adams,  are  considered  as  nullities.  I  do  not  view  the  persons 
appointed  as  even  candidates  for  the  office,  but  make  others  with- 
out noticing  or  notifying  them.  Mr.  Adams'  best  friends  have 
agreed  this  is  right.  2.  Officers  who  have  been  guilty  of  official 
mal-conduct  are  proper  subjects  of  removal.  3.  Good  men,  to 
whom  there  is  no  objection  but  a  difference  of  political  principle, 
practised  on  only  as  far  as  the  right  of  a  private  citizen  will  jus- 
tify, are  not  proper  subjects  of  removal,  except  in  the  case  of  at- 
tornies  and  marshals.  The  courts  being  so  decidedly  federal 
and  irremovable,  it  is  believed  that  republican  attornies  and  mar- 
shals, being  the  doors  of  entrance  into  the  courts,  are  indispensably 
necessary  as  a  shield  to  the  republican  part  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
which,  1  believe,  is  the  main  body  of  the  people. 

These  principles  are  yet  to  be  considered  of,  and  I  sketch 
them  to  you  in  confidence.  Not  that  there  is  objection  to  your 
mooting  them  as  subjects  of  conversation,  and  as  proceeding  from 
yourself,  but  not  as  matters  of  executive  determination.    Nay, 
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^  «^$r^1iteal  for  our  (idufitry  in  &e  tim^'i^  htve  stetH 
for  no  «««  (^b^^iih^  i»'^bo^  Wlkea  I  have 
Iplpf^^  tbiht  you  wei«  atoidbd,  insulted,  fromi«d  6n;t  itxkih|l»dit 
l$mift«»/*^r«ttheri  forgvethem,  for  tb^^koo^ii^^i^iit  tbcff  do;* 
f  t^diliii  m  an  in^nation  for  you,  wUch  fof  ^niyseW  I  h«^ 

^li^illiiB  i6v^,  ftttd  we  are  in  pon.  The  ship  wa»  iH  ^r^^ 
^  jffid'  «#^rie6'she  Was  put  on.  We  will  shew  thia^mdathneSB W 
ik^  iliotions  on  hto  republican  tack.  I  hope  we  il¥ail|oii6iB  ^ore 
lll^  ha^noBy  restored  among  our  citizehs,  and 'to  entire  obHvldii 
a^paiik  foudsi^'  Some  of  the  leaders  who  hate  most  ^ionamitted 
iiemlt^tces  cannot  ct)me  into  this:    But  I  hope  the  great  body  of 

«^^ltl|»#'.i6itizens  will  do  it.  I  Will  sacrifice  every  thing  hot  ptto- 
01  to^ll^Nacure  it.  A  few  ex  amples  of  justice  on  officers  who  nay6 
|i#BitMi  their  functions  to  tiie  oi^i^ssion  of  their  feOow  ic^d^^e^ 
M^^M  ii«rii6e  to  thds^'  dtiiisens,  be'  made.  But  opinidn/  atid  M 
'Ifiiimtenaiaee  of  it,  ^hall  never  be  a  crime  in  my  ik^fWi 
kgavf  on  the  indi^dual.  Tht>se  whose  misconduct  in  cMb 
tb^^have  produced  their  removal  even  by  iiiy  preileclesi^, 
H|bt  b«  protected  by  the  delicacy  due  only  to  honest  itiill^. 
IMilttphi  ktment  that  time  has  deprived  me  of  ytkit  ^P  It 
i^f$^im^  hben  a  day  of  glory  which  should  hive  daMed  you  to 
#Ml/^ltt>#ffiee  of  the  adm|oisti^«ti6n.  But  give  us  yoUr^'cdmiitB 
liy Kiiagdy  and  give  us  your  blessing:  and  be  ainuv^d  thitt  tlM 
Mil  'SnoC  if}'  the  heart  of  man  a  motB  faithftd  esteem  ^ah  'n^kje 
#yiNH'iHi^tbat  I  shall  ever  bear  you  the  most  affe'etioitote  v«^ 
ilNifr'atJd  respect.  ^ 

'''>.':'■  ■<■ Th:  JEfTSRsdiH^ 
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;t|iRo  letters  of  Jantiary  the  I5th  and  February  the  24th, 
"  '  loiMml,  and  I  thank  you  for  die  his^r^  (#11rini 
iii|t|Qli  jWiH  ever  be  itfieresting'in  our  affiiirs.  ft  has  teen 
^waj^iwdy  as  I  hwl»*4magiBed.  'I  thought,  on  your  i^tutifr^ 
ftsu  had  i^onm  forwardr  boId!y>  and  appealed  t5  the  pi*UciJf^a 


^  ,  .^IIy  Dear  Sir, 


fiitt  ilBlBiMDtt  U  would  btve  had  a  great  eflfect  in  yow  AHR)|,pc|f 
|QiHilhr»  iD4  t^t  of  the  lepubMoaii  rause  then  opBreased  almopl 
unto  death.  But  I  j^deed  from  a  tact  of  the  aoutheni  pnliie.  I 
suaHBot  that  of  die  norm  was  difi^nt  and  decided  your  OQj|duejt  s 
ana  perhaps  it  has  been  as  well.  If  the  revolutim  of  aentimenl 
haa  been  later,  it  has  perhaps  been  not  less  sure.  At  Iom^ it 
has  arrived.  What  with  the  natural  current  of  opinion  wfaic^ihis 
b«|a#etting  over  to  us  (or  eighteen  months,  and  the  immense  io»f 
petos  which  was  given  it  from  die  1 1th  to  the  17di  of  February,  WQ 
way  now  say  that  the  United  States  from  New  York  80uthwifd|)ri 
are  as  unanimous  in  the  principles  of  '76,  as  they  were  in  '76f 
The  cKiIy  difference  is,  that  the  leaders  w1k>  remain  belnn^  avfi 
more  numerous  and  bolder  than  the  apostles  c^  tmyism  in  *7§. 
"pie  reason  is,  that  we  are  now  justly  more  tolerant  than  wo  c^fl 
aafely  have  been  then,  circumstanced  as  we  were.  Yopf  ptu^^M 
the  Vttvm  though  as  absolutely  republican  as  ours,  had  druo^ 
deeper  of  the  delusion,  and  is  therefore  slower  in  recovering  fiti^ 
it*  The  aegis  of  government,  and  the  temples  of  religion  and  m 
juadce,  have  all  been  prostituted  there  to  toll  us  back  to  the  ^fjit 
when  we  burnt  witches.  But  your  people  will  rise  agam.  ^t|l^ 
will  awake  like  Sampson  from  his  sleep,  and  carry  awfiy  the  g^jgp 
and  the  posts  of  the  city.  You,  my  friend,  are  destined  to  t^ 
them  again  under  their  Cormer  banners,  aod  when  called  tgi^ 
post,  exenuse  it  with  firmness  and  with  inflexible  adherence  to  yopiyr 
own  principles.  The  people  will  support  you,  notwithstaQ<j|fepg|j^ 
howhngs  of  the  ravenous  crew  from  whose  jaws  they  mre  esipsi^m^ 
Kt  will  be  a  j^eat  blesnng  to  our  country  if  we  can  cmce  i|)opjy^ 
store  harmony  and  social  love  among  its  citizens.  I  CQni^m> 
to  myself,  it  is  almost  the  first  object  of  my  heart,  and  ope  to 
which  1 «  Juld  sacrifice  every  thing  but  principle.  With  ik^  peo- 
ple I  have  hop'iB  of  efiiecting  it.  But  their  Corypha^  are  inci|H% 
Mes.    I  expect  little  fiK)m  them. 

I  was  not  decided  by  the  eulogiums  of  the  public  pi^rs  iia  the 
first  moments  of  change.  If  they  could  have  continued  to  gcMt 
ail  the  baves  and  fiushes,  that  is,  if  I  would  have  gone  oyer  ^ 
them,  they  would  continue  to  eulogise.  But  I  well  knew  that  the 
mommt  that  such  removals  should  take  place,  as  the  jui^^  <^ 
the  {H'eceding  administration  ought  to  have  executed,  their  hue 
and  cry  would  be  set  up,  and  they  would  take  their  old  staqd.  I 
shall  disregard  that  also.  Mr.  Adams'  last  appointments,  Vfj^en 
he  knew  he  was  naming  counsellors  and  aids  for  me  and  nQ| Jbr 
himself,  I  set  aside  as  far  as  depends  on  me.  Officers  who  iiiy/i^ 
been  guilty,  of  gross  abuses  of  office,  such  as  marshals  pacjMog 
juries,  Sic.   I  shall  now   repipye,  as  my  predecessor  oughWip 


UiftM»e  to  hinre  dpoe.  The  instances  will  be  few,  and  governed 
%  sti^cit  rule,  aiid  not  pnt^  patskm.  !Bie  right  of  opinipQ  shaU 
Hifier  no  invasimi  from  me.  lliose  who  have  acted  vrett  have 
mthmg  to  fear,  however  tb^mi^  have  dlfered  from  me  in  o^- 
ion:  mose  who  hive  done  ill,  however,  have  nothing  to  hope;  nor 
shaJl  I  fail  to  do  justice  lest  it  should  be  ascribed  to  that  ^^nmce 
of  opinion.  A  coalition  of  sentiments  is  not  for  the  intere^  of  the 
gp|ers>  They,  hk»  thte  clergy,  live  by  the  zeal  they  oml^dle, 
imd  Jibe  scJ^iams  they  can  create.  It  is  contest  of  (pinion  m  p<^- 
4(^8  as  well  as  reHgion  which  makes  us  take  great  interest  in  there, 
Aod  bestow  our  money  liberally  on  those  who  furnish  afimaat  to 
Q«yi|  appetite.  The  mild  and  simple  principles  of  the  Christian  phi- 
l^phy  would  produce  too  much  calm,  too  much  regularity  of 
J^c^,  to  extract  from  its  disciples  a  support  for  i  numerous  pnest- 
||9od,  were  they  not  to  sophisticate  it,  ramify  it,  split  it  into  hairs, 
and  twist  its  texts  till  they  cover  the  divine  morality  of  ita  au- 

fOf  with  mysteries,  and  require  a  priesthood  to  explain  them. 
h|e  Quakers  seem  to  have  discovered  this.  They  have  no 
Sriests,  therefore  no  schisms.  They  judge  of  the  text  by  the 
ictates  of  common  sense  and  common  morality.  So  the  printers 
^n  never  leave  us  in  a  state  of  perfect  rest  and  union  of  opimon. 
^|ey  would  be  no  longer  useful,  and  would  have  to  go  to  ^ 
Uj^.  ^^  In  the  first  moments  of  quietude  which  have  succeeded 
tilectiim,  Uiey  seem  to  have  aroused  their  lying  faculties  be- 
jj^djtleir  ordinaiy  state^  to  re-agitate  the  public  mbd.  What 
^poiptnkents  to  office  have  they  detailed  which  had  never  been 
^iij^t  o^t  merely  to  found  a  text  for  their  calumniating  commenta- 
pi^..  However,  the  steady  character  of  our  countrymen  is  a  rock 
|io  virbi|Qh  we  may  safely  moor :  and  notwithstanding  the  effints  of 
|he  paf^ers  to  disseminate  early  discontents,  I  expect  that  a  just, 
dispaasbtiate  and  steady  conduct,  will  at  length  rally  to  a  prop«r 
system  the  great  I^ody  of  our  country.  Unequivocal  in  principle, 
rei^sf^uable  m  manner,  we  shall  be  able  I  hope  to  do  a  great  deal 
of  good  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  harmimy.  I  shall  be  happy 
[^  h^r  Jrom  you  often,  to  know  your  own  sentiments  and  those 
of  others  on  the  course  of  things,  and  to  concur  with  you  in  e£forts 
fc»;the  common  good.  Your  letters  through  the  post  will  liow 
conpfe  safely.  Present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Gerry,  and  ac- 
cept yourself  assurances  of  my  constant  esteem  and  high  consid- 
erttiqin. 


Tu:  Ji:rr£RSON 
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XlltT£m  CCLXXXI V. 


TO   GIDEON   ORANOVft. 


«Pi? 


WMbiiigton,May  3, 1601.^ 

J}^n  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  on  the  !29th  of  March.  Yours  of  the  3&th  of  tlUt 
month,  with  the  address  it  covered,  had  not  reached  tins  pltee  dn 
die  1st  of  April,  when  I  set  out  on  a  short  vbtt  to  my  r^deode 
in  Virgmia,  where  some  arrangements  were  necessary  previoitt  io 
my  settlement  here.  In  fact,  your  letter  came  to  me  at  Moeltfe^- 
lo.  cmty  the  24tb  of  April,  two  days  before  my  departure  frCMSi 
thence.  This,  I  hope,  will  sufficiently  apologise  for  the  delay  of 
the  answer,  which  those  unapprised  of  these  curcumstances  HlHOl 
have  diougbt  extraordinary. 

A  new  su^ect  of  congratulaticm  has  arisen.  I  mean  the  r^ij^* 
neraticm  of  Rhode  Island.  I  hope  it  is  the  beginning  of  that  %• 
surrectbn  of  the  genuine  spirit  of  New  England  which  risies  Br 
life  eternal.  According  to  natural  order,  Vermont  wiU  ^miBrjE^ 
next,  because  least,  after  Rhode  Island,  under  the  yoke  of  hiero- 
cracy.  I  have  never  dreamed  that  aU  opposition  was  to  aiMSe. 
Ulie  clei^,  who  have  missed  their  union  with  the  State,  iiiie 
Anslomen  who  have  missed  their  union  with  England/  rad  i$|e 
political  adventurers  who  have  lost  the  chance  of  swindfiag  iod 
(Sunder  in  the  waste  of  public  money,  will  never  ceitse  to  Dt#l, 
on  the  breaking  up  of  their  sanctuary.  But  among  the  l^iopfii, 
the  schism  is  heded,  and  with  tender  treatment  the  wotuid'^I 
not  re-open.  Their  quondam  leaders  have  been  astound<^d  WtjAi 
the  suddenness  of  the  desertion :  and  their  silence  aild  abpearun^ 
of  acquiescence  have  proceeded  not  from  a  thought  ofjidiidaog  t(^ 
but  the  uncertainty  what  groimd  to  take.  The  very  first  Acts  of 
the  administration,  the  nominations,  have  accordingly  if^rfkisHIll 
something  to  yelp  on ;  and  all  our  subsequent  acts  wiQ  furnish  th^th 
fresh  matter,  because  there  is  nothing  against  which  humaori  in- 
genuity will  not  be  able  to  find  som^&mg  to  say. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  sincere  attachment  and  high  resnedl. 

^  Th:  Jewerson. 
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LBTTBR   OCLXXXV. 


TO  NATHANIEL  MACON. 


Washington,  May  14, 1801. 
Deab  Sir, 

Your  favors  of  April  the  20th  and  23rd  had  been  received,  and 
0i^  cpminissiQn  made  out  for  Mr.  Potts,  before  I  received  the  let- 
t^  of  the  1st  instant.  I  have  still  thought  it  better  to  forward  the 
doihmisfflOD,  in  the  hope  that  reconsideration,  or  the  influence  <tf 
^(Oiirself  and  fiiends,  might  induce  an  acceptance  of  it.  Should 
it  |»e  otherwise,  you  must  recommend  some  other  good  person,  as 
i  had  rather  be  guided  by  your  opinion  than  that  of  the  person 
foa  refer  me  to.  Perhaps  Mr.  Potts  may  be  willmg  to  stop  die 
^p  till  you  meet  and  repeal  the  law.  If  he  does  not,  let  me  re- 
<^i^e  a  recommendation  from  you  as  quickly  as  possible.  And 
iioi  aU  cases,  when  an  ofiBce  becomes  vacant  in  your  State,  as  the 
diltimce  would  occasion  a  great  delay  were  you  to  wait  to  be  re- 
gillarly  consulted,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  recommend 
die  best  characters.  There  is  nothing  I  am  so  anxious  about  as| 
mid^g  the  best  possible  appointments,  and  no  case  in  which  the 
li^t  men  are  more  liable  to  mislead  us,  by  yielding  to  the  solicita- 
^dus  of  applicants.  For  this  reason  your  own  spontaneous  re- 
<^mendaUon  would  be  desirable.     Now  to  answer  your  particu- 

V  Levees  are  done  away. 

;  Hie  first  communication  to  the  next  Congress  wiU  be,  like  all 
si|lbiiequent  ones,  by  message,  to  which  no  answer  will  be  expected, 
"'^^e  dipkunatic  establishment  in  Europe  will  be  reduced  to 
fmi»i9inhu9ters. 
"Xlie. compensations  to  collectors  depend  on  you,  and  not  on  me. 
''ilie  army  is  undergomg  a  chaste  reformation. 
The  navy  will  ba  reduced  to  the  legal  establishment  by  the  last 
of  Ms  month. 

jencies  in  every  department  will  be  revised. 
^  shall  push  you  to  the  uttermost  in  economising. 
'^  A  venr  early  recommendation  had  been  given  to  the  Post 
lilaster  ifeheral  to  employ  no  printer,  foreigner,  or  revolutionary 
tbliyjn  any  of  his  offices.     This  department  is  still  untouched. 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  Gallatin  yesterday,  completed  the  organiza- 
tion of  our  administration. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  sincere  esteem  and  high  respect. 

Th  :  Jefferson. 


^'^:ij.;:aHrSi 

LiHiR  CCLXXXVI. 

•a 

TO  LETl   LIlrcbtN. 

Post 


Deab  Sib,  _  _         '  .    ^": 

'J^'Yotnr  favor  of  the  i5th  came  to  hand  on  the  25di  qf  Jooe,  ^d 
^raveyed  a  neat  deal  of  that  infonnation  which  I  am  aiDaiHi$,lo 
ifeeehre.  'the  conlsolidatioa  of  our  feOow  citizens  in  genertd  m  & 
great  ohjclct  vfe  ought  to  keep  in  view,  and  that  beiiig  once  o^ 
twined,  While  we  associate  with  us  in  affiurs,  to  II  certsd^it  degM$.  ti^ 
^SefdanH  sect  of  repuhlicans,  we  must  strip  of  aO  the  meiupaj^  iq-> 
fltience  the  Essex  jumo,  and  their  associate  monocrats  in  eveoFy 
part  of  th^  Umbn.  The  former  differ  from  us  only  in  the  ^ad.es 
of  power  to  be  ^ven  to  the  executive,  being,  with  us,  attached  to 
F^blican  government*  The  latter  wish  to  sap  therepplij^  W 
fiikid^  if  ihey  cannot  destroy  it  by  force,  and  to  ere^t  ^fyf^JL 
mbman^  in  its  place ;  some  of  them  (as  Mr.  Adams)  dSralp^,^ 
parts  should  be  cleansed  away,  crtheis  (as  H^lJ^jD^fys^ 
^,  that  would  make  it  an  impracti(»d>le  maolaiQ^. '^  j^e  j^ 
img  gradually  in  the  regenerattm  of  offices,  juBd  iat^  ' 
c^gi«|mblicans  to  some  share  in  them.  1 4o  not  kQG#^ul%^ 
bl»  I^Q^^  further  than  was  setded  befinre  yo^  went  awiw,  ex 
as  to  fissex  men.  I  must  ask  you  to  make  out  a  list  </  ^lopf 
office  aa  vour's  and  the  neighboring  Stales,  and  to  fi 
vinthit.  There  is  litde  of  this  q^t  south  of  the  H| 
#iderslaad  tlut  Jackson  is  a  very  determined  a^yjii^xi^J^ 
vife  fife  aibiable  and  honorable.  But  amiable  mpi^atfc^f^ 
n^  sale  subjects  of  republican  conficlence.  What  vriU  be 
^ect  of  his;  removal  ?  How  should  it  be  timed  ?  Vi^Jb%.|pic- 
ciifeor? ''"  'l¥hat  place  otm  General  Lyman  prppei^i^upy^^flC^ 
^dual  reformations  seeip  to  produce  goiadt  affer.te  oja^  «^ft!'*^ 
eii^pt  In  Cdiiii^cticut.  Their  late  session  ctf  le^shiture^as  b€i^ 
more  intoleront  than  all  others.  We  must;  meet  them  wiih  cnqjm^ 
intolerance.  When  they  will  give  a  share  in  tl:^  State  otfficie%  tli^ 
sfa||l  be  replaced  in  a  sh^re  ofthe  General  offices.  ^  i^en  ji»e 
lil^t  fiiUow  their  example.  Mr.  Goodrich's  removal  has  i^i4-^ 
ced  l&'^tter  rentmstrancef  with  much  personality  aga^t  toe,  ti# 
Biahd^s.  1  am  sincerely  s6ny  to  s^e  the  indexibiUty  of  the  j^- 
rtf?  spirit  there,  for  I  cannot  believe  they  are  oiSnumwr^^. 

I  observe  your  tory  papers  make  mudbt  of  the  Berceau.  Jis 
that  is' one  of  the  silhjects  toJbe-laid  before  Congress,  it  is  material 
to  commit  to  writing,  while  fresh  in  memory,  the  important  cir- 
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LETTER    CCLXXXVII. 


m 


TO    GOVERNOR   MONROE. 

Washington,  July  11,  1801 

Dear  Sir, 
As  to  the  mode  of  correspondence  between  the  general  and 
particular  executives,  I  do  not  tliink  myself  a  good  judge.     Not 
because  my  position  gives  me  any  prejudice  on  the  occasion ;  for 
if  it  be  possible  to  be  certainly  conscious  of  any  thing,  1  am  con- 
scious of  feeling  no  difference  between  writing  to  the  highest  and 
lowest  being  on  earth ;  but  because  I  have  ever  thought  that  forms 
should  yield  to  whatever  should  facilitate  business.    Comparing  the 
two  governments  together,  it  is  observable  that  in  all  those  cases 
where  the  independent  or  reserved  rights  of  the  States  are  in  ques- 
tion, the  two  executives,  if  they  are  to  act  together,  must  be  ex- 
actly co-ordinate ;  they  are,  in  these  cases,  each  the  supreme  head 
of  an  independent  government.     In  other  cases,  to  wit,  those  trans- 
ferred by  the  constitution  to  tlie  General  Government,  the  general 
executive  is  certainly  pre-ordinate ;  t.  g.  in  a  question  respecting 
the  militia,  and  others  easily  to  be  recollected.    Were  there,  there- 
fore, to  be  a  stiff  adherence  to  etiquette,  I  should  say  that  in  the 
former  cases  the  correspondence  should  be  between  the  two  heads, 
and  that  in  the  latter,  the  Governor  must  be  subject  to  receive  orr 
ders  from  the  war  department  as  any  other  subordinate  officer  would. 
And  were  it  observed  that  either  party  set  up  unjustiBable  preten- 
sions, perhaps  the  other  might  be  right  in  opposing  them  by  a  te- 
naciousness  of  his  own  rigorous  rights.     But  I  think  the  practice 
in  General  Washington's  administration  was  most  friendly  to  busi- 
ness, and  was  absolutely  equal ;  sometimes  he  wrote  to  the  Govern- 
ors, and  sometimes  the  heads  of  departments  wrote.     If  a  letter 
is  to  be  on  a  general  subject,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  President 
should  not  write  ;  but  if  it  is  to  go  into  details,  these  being  known 
only  to  the  head  of  the  department,  it  is  better  he  should  write 
directly.     Otherwise,  the  correspondence  must  involve  circuities. 
If  this  be  practised  promiscuously  in  both  classes  of  cases,  each 
party  setting  examples  of  neglecting  etiquette,  both  will  stand  on 
equal  ground,  and  convenience  alone  will  dictate  through  whom 
any  particular  communication  is  to  be  made.     On  the  whole,  I 
think  a  free  correspondence  best,  and  shall  never  hesitate  to  write 
my  self  to  the  Governors,  in  every  federal  case,  where  the  occasion 
presents  itself  to  me  particularly.     Accept  assurances  of  my  sin- 
cere and  constant  affection  and  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
VOL.  III.  60 
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LETTER    CCLXXXVIll. 


To  EUas  Shipman  and  others^  a  committee  of  the  merchants  of 

JVew  Haven. 


WaBbington,  July  12,  1801. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  the  remonstrance  you  were  pleased  to  address 
to  me,  on  the  appointment  of  Samuel  Bishop  to  the  office  of  col- 
lector of  New  Haven,  lately  vacated  by  the  death  of  David  Aus- 
tin. The  right  of  our  fellow  citizens  to  represent  to  the  public 
functionaries  their  opinion  on  proceedings  interesting  to  them,  is 
unquestionably  a  constitutional  right,  often  useful,  sometimes  ne- 
cessary, and  will  always  be  respectfully  acknowledged  by  me. 

Of  the  various  executive  duties,  no  d:.  excites  more  anxious 
concern  than  that  of  placing  the  interests  of  our  fellow  ciuzens  in 
the  hands  of  honest  men,  with  understandings  sufficient  for  their 
stations.  No  duty,  at  the  same  time,  is  more  difficult  to  fulfil. 
The  knowledge  of  characters  possessed  by  a  single  individual  is, 
of  Qecessity,  limited.  To  seek  out  xhe  best  tlirough  the  whole 
Union,  we  must  resort  to  other  information,  wliich,  from  the  best 
of  men,  acting  disinterestedly  and  with  die  purest  motives,  is  some- 
times incorrect.  In  the  case  of  Samuel  Bishop,  however,  the 
subject  of  your  remonstrance,  time  was  taken,  informauon  was 
sought,  and  such  obtained  as  could  leave  no  room  for  doubt  of  his 
fitness.  From  private  sources  it  was  learned  that  his  understand- 
ing was  sound,  his  integrity  pure,  his  character  unstained.  And 
the  offices  confided  to  him  within  his  own  State,  are  public  evi- 
dences of  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  State  in  gen- 
eral, and  the  city  and  township  particularly  in  which  he  lives.  He 
b  said  to  be  the  town  clerk,  a  justice  of  die  peace,  mayor  of  the 
city  of  New  Haven,  an  office  he.ld  at  the  will  of  the  legislature, 
chief  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  New  Haven  county, 
a  court  of  high  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction  wherein  most  causes 
are  decided  without  thie  right  of  appeal  or  review,  and  sole  judge 
of  th^  court  of  probates,  wherein  he  singly  decides  all  questions  of 
wills,  setdement  of  estates,  testate  and  intestate,  appoints  guardians, 
settles  their  accounts,  and  in  fact  has  under  his  jurisdicdon  and 
care  all  the  property  real  and  personal  of  persons  dying.  The  two 
last  offices,  in  the  annual  gift  of  the  legislature,  were  given  to  him 
in  May  last.  Is  it  possible  that  the  man  to  whom  the  legislature  of 
Connecticut  has  so  recendy  committed  trusts  of  such  difficulty 
and  magnitude,  is  *  unfit  to  be  the  collector  of  the  district  of  New 
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Haven/  though  acknowledged  in  the  same  writing,  to  have  ob- 
tained all  this  confidence  *  by  a  long  life  of  usefulness?'  It  is  ob- 
jected, indeed,  in  the  remonstrance,  that  he  is  seventy-seven  years 
of  age  ;  but  at  a  much  more  advanced  age,  our  Franklin  was  the 
ornament  of  human  nature.  He  may  not  be  able  to  perform  in 
person,  all  the  details  of  his  office  ;  but  if  he  gives  us  the  benefit 
of  his  understanding,  his  integrity,  his  watchfulness,  and  takes  care 
that  all  the  details  are  well  performed  by  himself  or  his  necessary 
assistants,  all  public  purposes  will  be  answered.  The  remon- 
strance, indeed,  does  not  allege  that  the  office  has  been  illy  con- 
ducted, but  only  apprehends  that  it  vnll  be  so.  Should  this  happen 
in  event,  be  assured  I  will  do  in  it  what  shall  be  just  and  necessary 
for  the  public  service.  In  the  mean  time,  he  should  be  tried  with- 
out being  prejudged. 

The  removal,  as  i^  is  called,  of  Mr.  Goodrich,  forms  another 
subject  of  complaint.  Declarations  by  myself  in  favor  of  political 
tolerance,  exhortations  to  harmony  and  affection  in  social  inter- 
course, and  to  respect  for  the  equal  rights  of  the  minority,  have, 
on  certain  occasions,  been  quoted  and  misconstrued  into  assurances 
that  the  tenure  of  offices  was  to  be  undisturbed.  But  could  can- 
dor apply  such  a  construction  ?  It  is  not  indeed  in  the  remon- 
strance that  we  find  it;  but  it  leads  to  the  explanations  which  that 
calls  for.  When  it  is  considered,  that  during  the  late  administra- 
tion, those  who  were  not  of  a  particular  sect  of  politics  were  ex^^ 
eluded  from  all  office ;  when,  by  a  steady  pursuit  of  this  measure, 
nearly  the  whole  offices  of  the  United  States  were  monopolised 
by  that  sect;  when  the  public  sentiment  at  length  declared  itself, 
and  burst  open  the  doors  of  honor  and  confidence  to  those  whose 
opinions  they  more  approved;  was  it  to  be  imagined  that  this 
monopoly  of  office  was  still  to  be  continued  in  tlie  hands  of  the 
minority  ?  Does  it  violate  their  equal  rights,  to  assert  some  rights 
in  the  majority  also?  Is  it  political  intolerance  to  claim  a  propor- 
tionate share  in  the  direction  of  the  public  affairs?  Can  they  not 
harmonise  in  society  unless  they  have  every  thing  in  their  own 
hands  ?  If  the  will  of  the  nation,  manifested  by  their  various  elec- 
tions, calls  for  an  administration  of  government  according  with  the 
opinions  of  those  elected ;  if,  for  the  fulfilment  of  that  will,  dis- 
placements are  necessary,  with  whom  can  they  so  justly  begin  as 
with  persons  appointed  in  the  last  moments  of  an  administration,  not 
for  its  own  aid,  but  to  begin  a  career  at  the  same  time  with  their 
"iccessors,  by  whom  they  had  never  been  approved,  and  who 
could  scarcely  expect  from  them  a  cordial  co-operation  ?  Mr. 
Goodrich  was  one  of  these.  Was  it  proper  for  him  to  place  him- 
self in  office,  without  knowing  whether  diose  whose  agent  he  was 
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to  be,  would  have  confidence  in  his  agency  ?  Can  the  preference 
of  another  as  the  successor  to  Mr.  Austin,  be  candidly  called  a 
removal  of  Mr.  Groodrich?  If  a  due  participation  of  office  is  a 
matter  of  right,  how  are  vacancies  to  be  obtained  ?  Those  by  death 
are  few;  by  resignation  none.  Can  any  other  mode  than  that  of 
removal  be  proposed  ?  This  is  a  painful  office.  But  it  is  made 
my  duty,  and  1  meet  it  as  such.  I  proceed  in  the  operation  with 
deliberation  and  inquiry,  tliat  it  may  injure  the  best  men  least, 
and  effect  the  purposes  of  justice  and  public  utility  with  the  least 
private  distress ;  that  it  may  be  thrown,  as  much  as  possible,  on 
delinquency,  on  oppression,  on  intolerance,  on  ante-revolutionary 
adherence  to  our  enemies. 

The  remonstrance  laments  'that  a  change  in  the  administration 
must  produce  a  change  in  the  subordinate  officers;*  in  other 
words,  that  it  sh:Aild  be  deemed  necessary  for  all  officers  to  think 
with  their  principal  ?  But  on  whom  does  this  imputation  bear  ? 
On  those  who  have  excluded  from  office  every  shade  of  opinion 
which  was  not  theirs  ?  Or  on  those  who  have  been  so  excluded  ? 
[  lament  sincerely  that  unessential  differences  of  opinion  should 
ever  have  been  deemed  sufficient  to  interdict  half  the  society  from 
the  rights  and  the  blessings  of  self-government,  to  proscribe  them 
as  unworthy  of  every  trust.  It  would  have  been  to  me  a  circum- 
stance of  great  relief,  had  I  found  a  moderate  participation  of  of- 
fice in  the  hands  of  the  majdrity.  I  would  gladly  have  left  to  time 
and  accident  to  raise  them  to  their  just  share.  But  their  total  ex- 
clusion calls  for  prompter  corrections.  I  shall  correct  the  proce- 
dure :  but  that  done,  return  with  joy  to  that  state  of  things,  when 
the  only  questions  concerning  a  candidate  shall  be,  is  he  honest  ? 
Is  he  capable?  Is  he  faithful  to  the  constitution? 

I  tender  you  the  homage  of  my  high  respect. 

^h:  Jefferson. 


pay  It. 


LETTER    CCLXXXIX. 


TO   LEVI    LINCOLN. 


Monticello,  August  36, 1801. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  July  the  28th  was  received  here  on  the  20th 
instant.  The  superscription  of  my  letter  of  July  the  11th,  by  an- 
other hand,  was  to  t  .  Jvent  danger  to  it  from  the  curious.  Your 
statement  respecting  the  Berceau  coincided  with  my  own  recol- 
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le  20th 

by  an- 

Vour 

recol- 


lection, in  the  circumstances  recollected  by  me,  and  I  concur  witE 
you  in  supposing  it  may  not  now  be  necessary  to  give  any  explana- 
tions on  the  subject  in  the  papers.  The  purchase  was  meae  by 
our  predecessors,  and  the  repairs  begun  by  them.  Had  she  been 
to  continue  ours,  we  were  authorised  to  put  and  keep  her  in  good 
order  out  of  the  fund  of  the  aval  contingencies,  and  when  in 
good  order,  we  obeyed  a  law  of  the  land,  the  treaty,  in  giidng  her 
up.  It  is  true  the  treaty  was  not  ratified ;  but  when  ratified  it  is 
validated  retrospectively.  We  took  on  ourselves  this  risk,  but 
France  had  put  more  into  our  hands  on  the  same  risk.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  clamour,  as  to  the  allowance  to  the  French  ofiS- 
cers  of  their  regular  pay,  has  been  rectified  by  a  statement  tliat  it 
was  on  the  request  of  the  French  consul,  and  his  promise  to  re- 
pay it.  So  that  they  cost  the  United  States,  on  this  arrangement, 
nothing. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  from  you  that  the  answer  to  New  Faven  had 
a  good  effect  in  Massachusetts  on  the  republicans,  and  no  ill  ef- 
fects on  the  sincere  federalists.  I  had  foreseen,  years  ago,  that 
the  first  republican  President  who  should  come  into  office  after  all 
the  places  in  the  government  had  become  exclusively  occupied 
by  federalists,  would  have  a  dreadful  operation  to  perform.  That 
the  republicans  would  consent  to  a  continuation  of  every  thing  in 
federal  hands,  was  not  to  be  expected,  because  neither  just  nor 
politic.  On  him  then  was  to  devolve  the  office  of  an  executionjer, 
that  of  lopping  off.  I  cannot  say  that  it  has  worked  harder  than 
I  expected.  You  know  the  moderation  of  our  views  in  this  busi- 
ness, and  that  we  all  concurred  in  them.  We  determined  to  pro- 
ceed with  deliberation.  This  produced  impatience  in  the  repub- 
licans, and  a  belief  we  meant  to  do  nothing.  Some  occasion  of  public 
explanation  was  eagerly  desired,  when  the  New  Haven  remon- 
strance offered  us  that  occasion.  The  answer  was  meant  as  an 
explanation  to  our  friends.  It  has  had  on  them,  every  where,  ihe 
most  wholesome  effect.  Appearances  of  schismatising  from  us 
have  been  entirely  done  away.  I  own  I  expected  it  would  check 
the  current,  with  which  the  republican  federalists  were  returning  to 
their  brethren,  the  republicans.  I  extremely  lamented  tliis  effect. 
For  the  moment  which  should  convince  me  that  a  healing  of  the 
nation  into  one,  is  impracticable,  would  be  the  last  moment  of  my 
wishing  to  remain  where  I  am.  (Of  the  monarchical  federalists, 
I  have  no  expectations.  They  are  incurables,  to  be  taken  care 
of  in  a  mad  house  if  necessary,  and  on  motives  of  charity.)  I 
am  much  pleased,  therefore,  with  your  information  that  the  repub- 
lican federalists  are  still  coming  in  to  the  desired  union..  The 
eastern  newspapers  had  given  me  a  different  impression,  because 
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I  suppofted  the  printers  knew  the  taste  of  their  customers,  and 
cooked  their  dishes  to  their  palates.  The  Palladium  is  understood 
to  be  the  clerical  paper,  and  from  the  clergy  I  expect  no  mercy. 
They  crucified  their  Saviour  who  preached  that  their  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world,  and  all  who  practise  on  tliat  precept  must 
expect  the  extreme  of  their  wrath.  The  laws  of  the  present  day 
withheld  their  hands  from  blood.  But  lies  and  slandev*  still  remain 
U)  them. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  heaping  of  abuse  on  me  personally,  has 
been  with  the  design  and  the  hope  of  provoking  me  to  make  a 
general  sweep  of  all  federalists  out  of  office.  But  as  I  have  car- 
ried no  passion  into  the  execution  of  this  disagreeable  duty,  I  shall 
suffer  none  to  be  excited.  .  The  clamour  which  has  been  raised 
will  not  provoke  me  to  remove  one  more,  nor  deter  ine  from  remov- 
ing one  less,  than  if  not  a  word  had  been  said  on  the  subject.  In 
Massachusetts  you  may  assured,  great  moderation  will  be  used. 
Indeed,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware  are  the  only  the  States  where  any  thin^  considerable  is 
desired.  In  the  course  of  the  summer  all  which  is  necessary 
will  be  done ;  an'H  we  may  hope  that  this  cause  of  offence  being 
at  an  end,  the  measures  we  shall  pursue  and  propose  for  the  ame- 
lioraticm  of  the  public  affairs,  will  be  so  confessedly  salutary  as  to 
unite  all  men  not  monarchists  in  principle. 

We  have  con'stderable  hopes  of  republican  Senators  from  South 
Carolina,  Maryland  and  Delaware,  and  some  as  to  Vermont.  In 
any  event,  we  are  secure  of  a  majority  in  the  Seriate ;  and  con- 
sequently that  there  will  be  a  concert  of  action  between  the  legis- 
lature and  executive.  The  removal  of  excrescences  from  the 
judiciary,  is  the  universal  demand.  We  propose  to  re-assemble 
at  Washington  on  the  last  day  of  September.  Accept  assurances 
of  my  affectionate  esteem  and  high  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER     CCXC. 
TO   ROBERT   R.    LIVINGSTON 


Monticello,  September  9, 1801. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  will  receive,  probably  by  this  post,  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  his  final  instructions  for  your  mission  to  France.  We  have 
not  thought  it  necessary  to  say  any  thing  in  them  on  the  great 
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qqestkni  of  the  maritime  law  of  nadons,  which  at  yseseM  agitates 
Europe,  that  is  to  sa^f,  whether  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods; 
because  we  do  not  mean  to  take  any  side  ingi^uring  the  war* 
fbt,  as  I  had  Before  communicated  to  you  some  loose  thoughts  on 
that  subject,  and  have  since  considered  it  with  somewhat  more 
attention,  I  have  thought  it  might  be  useful  that  you  should  possess 
my  ideas  in  a  more  matured  form  than  that  in  which  they  were  be- 
fore given.  Unforeseen  circumstances  may  perhaps  oblige  you  to 
hazard  an  opinion  on  some  occasion  or  other,  on  this  sub^t,  and 
it  is  better  that  it  should  not  be  at  variance  with  ours.  I  write 
this  too,  myself,  that  it  may  not  be  considered  as  official,  but 
merely  my  individual  opinion,  unadvised  by  those  official  coun- 
sellors whose  opinions  I  deem  my  safest  guide,  and  should  un- 
auestionably  take  in  form  were  circumstances  to  call  for  a  solemn 
ecision  of  the  question. 

When  Europe  assumed  the  general  form  in  which  it  is  occupied 
by  the  nations  now  composing  it,  and  turned  its  attention  to  mari- 
time commerce,  we  found  among  its  earliest  practices,  that  of 
taking  the  goods  of  an  enemy  from  the  ship  of  a  friend ;  and  that 
into  this  practice  every  maritime  State  went  sooner  or  later,  as  it 
appearecl  on  the  theatre  of  the  ocean.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to 
consider  tlie  practice  of  nations  as  the  sole  and  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  law  of  nature  among  nacions,  we  should  unquestionably 
place  this  principle  among  those  of  the  natural  laws.  But  its 
mconveniences,  as  they  affected  neutral  nations  peaceably  per- 
suing their  commerce,  and  its  tendency  to  embroil  them  with  the 
powers  happening  to  be  at  war,  and  thus  to  extend  the  flames 
of  war,  induced  nations  to  introduce  by  special  compacts,  from 
time  to  time,  a  more  convenient  rule;  that  'free  ships  should 
make  free  goods:'  and  this  latter  principle  has  by  every  mari- 
time nation  of  Europe  been  established,  to  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, in  its  treaties  with  other  nations ;  insomuch,  that  all  of  them 
have,  more  or  less  frequently,  assented  to  it,  as  a  rule  of  action 
in  particular  cases.  Indeed,  it  is  now  urged,  and  I  think  with 
great  appearance  of  reason,  that  this  is  the  genuine  principle  dic- 
tated by  national  morality ;  and  that  the  first  practice  arose  from 
accident,  and  the  particular  convenience  of  the  States*  which  first 
figured  on  the  water,  rather  than  from  well  digested  reflections  on 
the  relaiions  of  friend  and  enemy,  on  the  rights  of  territorial  ju- 
risdiction, and  on  the  dictates  of  moral  law  applied  to  these. 
Thus  it  had  never  been  supposed  lawful,  in  the  territory  of  a 
friend  to  seise  the  goods  of  an  enemy.     On  an  element  which 


*  Venice  and  Genoa. 


# 


llllliil 


4 


nature  hu  not  nibjectftd  to  the  jurisdiction  of  any  particular  na- 
tion, but  has  nrniie  oonainon  to  all  for  the  supposes  to  which  it  ia 
fitted,  It  wouldjgllpa  that  the  particular  portion  of  it  which  happens 
ta  he  occupijsd^^the  vessel  of  any  nation,  in  the  cdbrse  of  its  voy- 
age, is,  forthe  moment,  the  exclusive  property  of  that  nation,  and, 
with  the  vessel,  is  exempt  from  intrusion  by  any  other,  and  from 
its  jurisdiction,  as  much  as  if  it  were  lying  in  the  harbor  of  its  sove- 
reign. '  In  no  country,  we  believe,  is  the  rule  otherwise,  as  to  the 
subjects  of  property  common  to  all.  Thus  the  place  occupied 
by  an  individual  in  a  highway,  a  church,  a  theatre,  or  other  public 
assembly,  cannot  be  intruded  on,  while  its  occupant  holds  it  for 
the  purposes  of  its  institution.  The  persons  on  board  a  vessel 
traversing  the  ocean,  carrying  with  them  the  laws  of  their  nation, 
have  among  themselves  a  jurisdiction,  a  police,  not  established  by 
their  individual  will,  but  by  the  authority  of  their  nation,  of  whose 
territojy  their  vessel  still  seems  to  compose  a  part,  so  long  as  it 
does  not  enter  the  exclusive  territory  of  another.  No  nation  ever 
pretended  a  right  to  govern  by  their  laws  the  ship  of  another  nation 
navigating  the  ocean.  By  what  law  then  can  it  enter  tliat  ship 
while  in  peaceable  an  ^  orderly  use  of  the  common  element?  We 
recognise  no  natural  precept  for  submission  to  such  a  right ;  and 
perceive  no  distinction  between  the  moveable  and  immoveable  juris- 
diction of  a  friendj  which  would  authorise  the  entering  the  one 
and  not  the  other,  to  seise  the  property  of  an*  enemy. 

It  may  be  objected  that  this  proves  too  much,  as  it  proves  you 
cannct  enter  the  ship  of  a  friend  to  search  for  contraband  of  war. 
But  tliis  is  not  proving  too  much.  We  believe  the  practice  of 
seiung  what  is  called  contraband  of  war,  is  an  abusive  practice, 
not  founded  in  natural  right.  War  between  two  nations  cannot 
dimmish  the  rights  of  the  rest  of  the  world  remaining  at  peace. 
The  doctrine  that  the  rights  of  nations  remaining  quietly  in  the 
exercise  of  moral  and  social  duties,  are  to  give  way  to  the  conve- 
nience of  tho^e  who  prefer  plundering  and  murdering  one  another, 
is  a  monstrous  doctrine ;  and  ought  to  yield  to  thos  more  rational 
law,  that  *  the  wrong  which  two  nations  endeavor  to  inflict  on  each 
other,  must  not  infringe  on  the  rights  or  conveniences  of  those  re- 
maining at  peace.'  And  what  is  contraband,  by  the  law  of  nature? 
Either  every  thing  which  may  aid  or  comfort  an  enemy,  or  no- 
thing. Either  all  commerce  which  would  accommodate  him  is 
unlawful,  or  none  is.  The  difference  between  articles  of  one  or 
another  description,  is  a  diffe-^ence  in  degree  only.  No  line  be- 
tween them  can  be  drawn.  Either  all  intercourse  must  cease  < 
between  Tieutral|^and  belligerents,  or  all  be  permitted.  Can  the 
world  hesi)ii|^  to  say^ which  shall  be  the  rule?  ^ Shall  two  natio^ 
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turniag  tigers,  break  up  in  one  instant  the  peaceable  relations  of 
the  whole  world  ?  Reason  and  nature  clearly  pronounce  that  the 
neutral  is  to  go  on  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  its  rights,  that  its  com- 
roerce  remains  free,  not  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  another,  nor 
consequently  its  vessels  to  search,  or  to  inquiries  whether  their 
contents  are  die  property  of  an  enemy,  or  are  of  those  ^hich  have 
been  called  contraband  of  war. 

Nor  does  this  doctrine  contravene  the  right  of  preventing  ves- 
sels from  entering  a  blockaded  port.  This  right  stands  on  other 
ground.  When  the  fleet  of  any  nation  actually  beleaguers  the 
port  of  its  enemy,  no  other  has  a  right  to  enter  their  line,  any  more 
than  their  line  of  battle  in  the  open  sea,  or  their  lines  of  circum- 
vallation,  or  of  encampment,  or  of  batde  array  on  land.  The 
space  included  within  their  lines  in  any  of  those  cases,  is  either 
the  property  of  their  enemy,  or  it  is  common  property  assumed  and 
possessed  for  the  moment,  which  cannot  be  intruded  on,  even  by 
a  neutral,  without  committing  the  very  trespass  we  are  now  con- 
sidering, that  of  intruding  into  the  lawful  possession  of  a  friend. 

Although  I  consider  the  observance  of  these  principles  as  of 
great  importance  to  the  interests  of  peaceable  nations,  among 
whom  I  hope  the  United  States  will  ever  place  themselves,  yet 
in  the  present  state  of  things  they  are  not  worth  a  war.  Nor  do  I 
believe  war  the  most  certain  means  of  enforcing  them.  Those 
peaceable  coercions  which  are  in  the  power  of  every  nation,  if 
undertaken  in  concert  and  in  time  of  peace,  are  more  likely  (o 
produce  the  desired  effect. 

The  opinions  I  have  here  given  are  those  which  have  generally 
been  sanctioned  by  our  government.  In  our  treaties  with  France, 
the  United  Netherlands,  Sweden  and  Prussia,  the  principle  of  free 
bottom,  free  goods,  was  uniformly  maintained.  In  the  instructions 
of  1784,  given  by  Congress  to  their  ministers  appointed  to  treat 
with  the  nations  of  Europe  generally,  the  same  principle,  and  the 
doing  away  contraband  of  war,  were  enjoined,  and  were  acceded 
to  in  the  treaty  signed  with  Portugal.  In  the  late  treaty  with  Eng- 
land, indeed,  that  power  perseveringly  refused  the  principle  of  free 
bottoms,  free  goods ;  and  it  was  avoided  in  the  late  treaty  with  Prus- 
sia, at  the  instance  of  our  then  administration,  lest  it  should  seem 
to  take  side  in  a  question  then  threatening  decision  by  the  sword. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war  between  France  and  Englai  ' , 
the  representative  of  the  French  republic  then  residing  in  the 
United  States,  complaining  that  the  British  armed  ships  captured 
French  property  in  American  bottoms,  insisted  that  the  principle 
of  *  free  bottoms,  free  goods,'  was  of  the  acknowledged  law  of  na- 
tions; that  the  violation  of  that  principle  by  die  British  was  a  wrong 
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.  committed  on  us,  and  such  an  one  as  we  ought  to  repel  by  joining 
in  the  war  against  that  country.  We  denied  his  position,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  universal  practice  of  Europe,  in  proof  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  *  free  bottoms,  free  goods,'  war  not  acknowledged  as  of 
the  natural  law  of  nations,  but  only  of  its  conventional  law.  And 
I  believe  we  may  safely  affirm,  that  not  a  single  instance  can  be 
produced  where  any  nation  of  Europe,  acting  professedly  under 
the  law  of  nations  alone,  unrestrained  by  treaty,  has,  either  by  its 
executive  or  judiciary  organs,  decided  on  the  principle  of  *  free 
bottoms,  free  goods.'  Judging  of  the  law  of  nations  by  what  has 
been  practised  among  nations,  we  were  authorised  to  say  that  the 
contrary  principle  was  their  rule,  and  this  but  an  exception  to  it, 
introduced  by  special  treaties  in  special  cases  only;  that  having 
no  treaty  with  England  substituting  this  instead  of  the  ordinary 
rule,  we  had  neither  the  right  nor  the  disposition  to  go  to  war  for 
its  establishment.  But  though  we  would  not  then,  nor  will  we 
how,  engage  m  war  to  establish  this  principle,  we  are  nevertheless 
sincerely  friendly  to  it.  We  think  that  tlie  nations  of  Europe  have 
originally  set  out  in  error;  that  experience  has  proved  the  error 
oppressive  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  peaceable  part  of  man- 
kind ;  that  every  nation  but  one  has  acknowledged  this,  by  con- 
senting to  the  change,  and  that  one  has  consented  in  particular 
cases ;  that  nations  have  a  right  to  correct  an  erroneous  principle, 
and  to  establish  that  which  is  right  as  their  rule  of  action ;  and  if 
they  should  adopt  measures  for  effecting  this  in  a  peaceable  way, 
we  shall  wish  them  success,  and  not  stand  in  their  way  to  it.  But 
should  it  become,  at  any  time,  expedient  for  us  to  co-operate  in 
the  establishment  of  this  principle,  the  opinion  of  the  executive,  on 
the  advice  of  its  constitutional  counsellors,  must  then  be  given ; 
and  that  of  the  legislature,  an  independent  and  essential  organ  in 
the  operation,  must  also  be  expressed;  in  forming  which,  they 
will  be  governed,  every  man  by  his  own  judgment,  and  may,  very 
possibly,  judge  differently  from  the  executive.  With  the  same 
honest  views,  the  most  honest  men  often  form  different  conclusions. 
As  far,  however,  as  we  can  judge,  the  principle  of  *  free  bottoms, 
free  goods,'  is  that  which  would  carry  the  wishes  of  our  nation. 

Wisbiog  you  smooth  seas  and  prosperous  gales,  with  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health,  1  tender  you  the  assurances  of  my  constant 
friendship  and  high  consideration  and  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    OUXOI. 


TO    WILLIAM    SHORT. 


Dear  Sir, 

*         *         * 


Washington,  October  3, 1801. 
*  *  «  * 


1  trusted  to  Mr.  Dawson  to  give  you  a  full  explanation,  ver- 
bally, on  a  subject  which  I  find  he  has  but  slightly  mentioned 
to  you.  I  shall  therefore  now  do  it.  When  I  returned  from 
France,  after  an  absence  of  six  or  seven  years,  I  was  astonished 
at  the  change  which  I  found  had  taken  place  in  the  United  States 
in  that  time.  No  more  like  the  same  people ;  their  notions,  their 
habits  and  manners,  the  course  of  their  commerce,  so  totally 
changed,  that  I,  who  stood  in  those  of  1784,  found  myself  not  at 
all  qualified  to  speak  their  sentiments,  or  forward  their  views  in 
1790.  Very  soon,  therefore,  after  entering  on  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  State,  I  recommended  to  General  Washington  to  establish 
as  a  rule  of  practice,  that  no  person  should  be  continued  on  foreign 
mission  beyond  an  absence  of  six,  seven  or  eight  years.  He  ap- 
proved it.  On  the  only  subsequent  missions  which  took  place  in 
ray  time,  the  persons  appointed  were  notified  that  they  could  not 
be  continued  beyond  that  period.  All  returned  within  it  except 
Humphreys.  His  term  was  not  quite  out  when  General  Wasn- 
ington  went  out  of  office.  The  succeeding  administration  had  no 
rule  for  any  thing  :  so  he  continued.  Immediately  on  my  coming 
to  the  administration,  I  wrote  to  him  myself,  reminded  him  of  the 
rule  I  had  communicated  to  him  on  his  departure ;  that  he  had 
then  been  absent  about  eleven  years,  and  consequently  must  return. 
On  this  ground  solely  he  was  superseded.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, your  appointment  was  impossible  after  an  absence  of 
seventeen  years.  Under  any  others,  I  should  never  fail  to  give 
to  yourself  and  tiie  world  proofs  of  my  friendship  for  you,'  and  of 
my  confidence  in  you.  Whenever  you  shall  return,  you  will  be 
sensible  in  n  greater,  of  what  1  was  in  a  smaller  degree,  of  the 

from  what  it  was  when  we  both  "left  it  in 
We  leturn  like  foreigners,  and,  like  them,  require  a  con-^ 
siderable  residence  here  to  become  Americanised. 

The  state  of  political  opinion  continues  to  return  steadily  to- 
wards republicanism.  To  judge  ft'om  the  opposition  papers,  a 
stranger  would  suppose  that  a  considerable  check  to  it  had  been 
produced  by  certain  removals  of  public  officers.  But  this  is  not 
the  case.    AH  offices  were  in  the  hands  of  the  federalists.    The  in^ 
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justice  of  having  totallv  excluded  republicans  was  acknowledged 
by  every  man.  To  have  removed  one  half,  and  to  have  placed 
republicans  in  their  stead,  would  have  been  rigorously  just,  when  it 
was  known  that  these  composed  a  very  great  majority  of  the  nation. 
Yet  such  was  their  moderation  in  most  of  the  States  that  they  did 
not  desu*e  it.  In  these,  therefore,  no  removals  took  place  but  for 
malversation.  In  the  middle  States  the  contention  had  been  high- 
er, spirits  were  more  sharpened  and  less  accommodating.  It  was 
necessary  in  these  to  practise  a  different  treatment,  and  to  make  a 
few  changes  to  tranquillise  the  injured  pal-ty.  A  few  have  been 
made  there,  a  very  few  still  remain  to  be  made.  When  this  pain- 
ful operation  shall  be  over,  I  see  nothing  else  ahead  of  us  which 
can  give  uneasiness  to  any  of  our  citizens,  or  retard  that  consolida- 
tion of  sentiment  so  essential  to  our  happiness  and  our  strength. 
The  toiy  papers  will  sull  find  fault  with  every  thing.  But  these 
papers  are  sinking  daily,  from  their  dissonance  with  the  sentiments 
of  their  subscribers,  and  very  few  will  shortly  remain  to  keep  up 
a  solitary  and  ineffectual  barking. 

There  is  no  point  in  which  an  American,  long  absent  from  his 
country,  wanders  so  widely  from  its  sentiments  as  on  the  subject 
of  its  foreign  afiairs.  We  have  a  perfect  horror  at  every  thing  like 
connecting  ourselves  with  the  politics  of  Europe.  It  would  in- 
deed be  advantageous  to  us  to  have  neuural  rights  established  on 
a  broad  ground  ;  but  no  dependance  can  be  placed  in  any  Euro- 
pean coalition  for  that.  They  have  so  many  other  bye-interests 
of  greater  weight,  that  some  one  or  other  will  always  be  bought 
off.  To  be  entangled  with  them  would  be  a  much  greater  evfl 
than  a  temporary  acquiescence  in  the  false  principles  which  have 
prevailed.  Peace  is  our  most  important  interest,  and  a  recovery 
from  debt.  We  feel  ourselves  strong,  and  daily  growing  stronger. 
The  census  just  now  concluded,  shews  we  have  added  to  our  po- 
pulation a  third  of  what  it  was  ten  years  ago.  This  will  be  a  du- 
plicadon  in  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years.  If  we  can  delay 
but  for  a  few  years  the  necessity  of  vindicating  the  laws  of  nature 
on  the  ocean,  we  shall  be  the  more  sure  of  doing  it  with  efiect. 
The  day  is  within  my  time  as  well  as  yours,  when  we  may  say  by 
what  laws  other  nations  shall  treat  us  on  the  sea.  And  we  will 
say  it.  In  the  mean  time,  we  wish  to  let  every  treaty  we  have  drop 
off  without  renewal.  We  call  in  our  diplomatic  missions,  barely 
keeping  up  those  to  the  most  important  nations.  There  is  a 
strong  disposition  in  our  countrymen  to  discontinue  even  these ; 
and  very  possibly  it  may  be  done.  Consuls  will  be  continued  as 
usual.  The  mterest  which  European  nations  feel,  as  well  as  our- 
selves, in  the  mutual  patronage  of  commercial  intercourse,  is  a  suf- 
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ficient  stimulus  on  both  sides  to  insure  that  patronage.    A  treaQr, 
contrary  to  that  interest,  renders  war  necessary  to  get  rid  of  it. 

I  send  this  by  Chancellor  Livingston,  named  to  the  Senate  the  day 
after  I  came  into  office^  as  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  France* 
I  have  taken  care  to  impress  him  with  the  value  of  your  society. 
You  will  find  him  an  able  and  honorable  man ;  unfortunately,  so 
deaf  that  he  will  have  to  transact  all  his  business  by  writing.  You 
will  have  known  long  ago,  that  Mr.  Skipwith  is  reinstated  in  his 
consulship,  as  well  as  some  others  who  had  been  set  aside.  I  re- 
collect no  domestic  news  interesting  to  you.  Your  letters  to  your 
brother  have  been  regularly  transmitted,  and  I  lately  forwarded 
one  from  him,  to  be  carried  you  by  Mr.  Livingston. 

Present  my  best  respects  to  our  amiable  and  mutual  friend,  and 
accept  yourself  assuran^^es  of  my  sincere  and  constant  afiection. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER   CCXCII. 

Circular  to  the  Heads  of  the  Dqtartments^  and  private. 

Washington,  November  6, 1801. 

Dear  Sir,  ' 

Coming  all  of  us  into  executive  office,  new,  and  unfamiliar 
with  the  course  of  business  previously  practised,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected,  we  should,  in  the  first  outset,  adopt  in  every  part  a  line 
of  proceeding  so  perfect  as  to  admit  no  amendment.  The  mode 
and  degrees  of  communication,  particularly  between  the  President 
and  heads  of  departments,  have  not  been  practised  exactly  on  the 
same  scale  in  all  of  them.  Yet  it  would  certainly  be  more  safe 
and  satisfactory  for  ourselves  as  well  as  the  public,  that  not  only 
the  best,  but  also  an  uniform  course  of  proceeding  as  to  manner 
and  degree,  should  be  observed.  Having  been  a  member  of  the 
first  administration  under  General  Washington,  I  can  state  with 
exactness  what  our  course  then  was.  Letters  of  business  carr>^ 
addressed  sometimes  to  the  President,  but  most  frequently  tc  >  h^-^ 
heads  of  departments.  If  addressed  to  himself,  he  referred  the 
to  the  proper  department  to  be  acted  on:  if  to  one  of  the  secre- 
taries, the  letter,  if  ic  required  no  answer,  was  communicated  to 
the  President,  simply  for  his  information.  If  an  answer  was  re- 
quisite, the  secretary  of  the  department  communicated  the  letter 
and  his  proposed  answer  to  the  President.  Generally  ihey  were 
simply  sent  back  after  perusal ;  which  signified  his  approbation. 
Sometkaes  he  returned  them  with  an  informal  note,  suggesting  an, 
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alteraUon  or  a  query.  If  a  ddubt  of  any  importance  arose,  he  re- 
served it  for  conference.  By  this  means,  he  was  always  in  accu- 
rate possession  of  all  facts  »nd  proceedings  in  every  part  of  the 
Union,  and  to  whatsover  .  ^nment  they  related  ;  he  formed  a 
central  pobt  for  the  diffcren.  anches ;  preserved  an  uni^^f  ob- 
ject and  action  among  them ;  exercised  that  participation  in  the 
gestion  of  affairs  which  his  office  made  incumbent  on  him  ;  and 
met  himself  the  due  responsibility  for  whatever  was  done.  Du- 
ring Mr.  Adams'  administration,  his  long  and  habitual  absences 
from  the  seat  of  government,  rendered  this  kind  of  communication 
impracticable,  removed  him  from  any  share  in  the  transaction  of 
affairs,  and  parceled  out  the  government,  in  fact,  among  four  in- 
dependent heads,  drawing  sometimes  in  opposite  directions.  Tliat 
the  former  is  preferable  to  the  latter  course,  cannot  be  doubted. 
It  gave,  indeed,  to  the  heads  of  departments  the  trouble  of  mak- 
ing up,  once  a  day,  a  packet  of  all  their  communications  for  the 
perusal  of  the  President :  it  commonly  also  retarded  one  day  their 
despatches  by  mail.  But  in  pressing  cases,  this  injury  was  pre- 
vented by  presenting  that  case  singly  for  immediate  attention  ;  and 
it  produced  us  in  return  the  benefit  of  his  sanction  for  every  act 
we  did.  Whether  any  change  of  circumstances  may  render  a 
change  in  this  procedure  necessary,  a  little  experience  will  shew 
us.  But  I  cannot  withhold  recommending  to  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, that  we  should  adopt  this  course  for  the  present,  leaving 
any  necessary  modifications  of  it  to  time  and  trial.  I  am  sure 
ray  conduct  must  have  proved,  better  than  a  thousand  declarations 
would,  that  my  confidence  in  those  whom  I  am  so  happy  as  to 
have  associated  with  me,  is  unlimited,  unqualified  and  unabated. 
I  am  well  satisfied  that  every  thing  goes  on  with  a  wisdom  and 
reotitude  which  I  could  not  improve.  If  I  had  the  universe  to 
choose  from,  I  could  not  change  one  of  my  associates  to  my  bet- 
ter satisfaction.  My  sole  motives  are  those  before  expressed,  as 
governing  the  first  administration  in  chalking  out  the  rules  of  their 
proceeding ;  adding  to  them  only  a  sense  of  obligation  imposed 
on  me  by  the  public  will,  to  meet  personally  the  duties  to 
which  they  have  appointed  me.  If  this  mode  of  proceeding  shall 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  heads  of  departments,  it  may  go  into 
execution  without  giving  them  the  trouble  of  an  answer  :  if  any 
other  can  be  suggested  which  would  answer  our  views  and  add 
less  to  their  labors,  that  will  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  my  pre- 
ferring it  to  my  own  proposition,  to  the  substance  of  which  only, 
and  not  the  form,  I  attach  any  importance. 

Accept  for  yourself  particularly,  my  Dear  Sir,  assurances  of 
my  constant  and  sincere  affection  and  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


lift  i^-- 


487 


LETTER    CCXCIII. 


TO    JOHN     DICKINSON. 


Washiagton,  December  19, 1801. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  approbation  of  my  aniient  friends  is  above  all  things  the 
most  grateful  to  my  heart.  They  know  for  what  objects  we  re- 
linquished the  delights  of  domestic  society,  tranquillity  and  science, 
and  committed  ourselves  to  the  ocean  of  revolution,  to  wear  out 
the  only  life  God  has  given  us  here,  in  scenes,  the  benefits  of 
which  will  accrue  only  to  those  who  follow  us.  Surely  we  had 
in  view  to  obtain  the  theory  and  practice  of  good  government ; 
and  how  any,  who  seemed  so  ardent  in  this  pursuit,  could  as 
shamelessly  have  apostatised,  and  supposed  we  meant  only  to  put 
our  government  into  other  hands,  but  not  other  forms,  is  indeed 
wonderful.  The  lesson  we  have  had  will  probably  be  usefyl  to 
the  people  at  large,  by  shewing  to  them  how  capable  they  are  of 
being  made  the  instruments  of  their  own  bondage.  A  little  more 
prudence  and  moderation  in  those  who  had  mounted  themselves 
on  their  fears,  and  it  would  have  been  long  and  difficult  to  unhorse 
them.  Their  madness  had  done  in  three  years  what  reason  alone 
acting  against  them  would  not  have  effected  in  many;  and  the 
more,  as  they  might  have  gone  on  forming  new  entrenchmeAs 
for  themselves  from  year  to  year.  My  great  anxiety  at  present 
is,  to  avail  ourselves  of  our  ascendancy  to  establish  good  principles, 
and  good  practices ;  to  fortify  republicanism  behind  as  many  bar- 
riers as  possible,  that  the  outworks  may  give  time  to  rally  and 
save  the  citadel  should  that  be  again  in  danger.  On  their  part, 
they  have  retired  into  the  judiciary  as  a  strong  hold.  There  the 
remains  of  federalism  are  to  be  preserved  and  f6d  from  the  trea- 
sury, and  from  that  battery  all  the  works  of  republicanism  are  to 
be  beaten  down  and  erased.  By  a  fraudulent  use  of  the  consti- 
tution, which  has  made  judges  irremoveable,  they  have  multiplied 
useless  judges  merely  to  strengthen  their  phalanx. 

You  will  perhaps  have  been  alarmed,  as  some  have  been,  at  the 
proposition  to  abolish  the  whole  of  the  internal  taxes.  But  it  is 
perfectly  safe.  They  are  under  a  million  of  dollars,  and  we  can 
economise  the  government  two  or  three  millions  a  year.  The 
impost  alone  gives  us  ten  or  eleven  millions  annually,  increasing  at  a 
compound  ratio  of  six  and  two  thirds  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
consequently  doubling  in  ten  years.  But  leaving  that  increase  for 
contingencies,  the  present  amount  will  support  the  government, 
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pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  discharge  the  principal  in 
fifteen  years.  If  the  increase  proceeds,  and  no  coqtingencies  de- 
mand it,  it  will  pay  off  the  principal  in  a  shorter  time.  Exacdy 
one  half  of  the  public  debt,  to  wit,  thirty-seven  millions  of  dollars, 
is  owned  in  the  United  States.  That  capital  then  will  be  set 
afloat,  to  be  employed  in  rescuing  our  commerce  from  the  hands  of 
foreigners,  or  in  agriculture,  canals,  bridges,  or  other  useful  enter- 
prises. By  suppressing  at  once  the  whole  internal  taxes,  we 
abolish  three  fourths  of  the  offices  now  existing,  and  spread  over 
the  land.  Seeing  the  interest  you  take  in  the  public  a^rs,  I  have 
indulged  myself  in  observations  flowing  from  a  sincere  and  ardent 
desire  of  seeing  our  aflairs  put  into  an  honest  and  advantageous 
train.  Accept  assurances  of  my  constant  and  a^ctionate  esteem 
and  high  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCXCIV. 


TO    ALBERT   GALLATIN. 


• 


Washington,  April  1, 1802. 

Pear  Sir,    , 

«I  have  read  and  considered  your  report  on  the  operations  of 
the  sinking  fund,  and  entirely  approve  of  it,  as  the  best  plan  on 
which  we  can  set  out.  I  tliink  it  an  object  of  great  importance, 
to  be  kept  in  view  and  to  be  undertaken  at  a  fit  season,  to  simplify 
our  system  of  finance,  and  bring  it  within  the  comprehension  of 
every  member  of  Congress.  Hamilton  set  out  on  a  different 
plan.  In  ordar  that  he  might  have  the  entire  government  of  his 
machine,  he  determined  so  to  complicate  it  as  that  neither  the 
President  or  Congress  should  be  able  to  understand  it,  or  to  con- 
trol him.  He  succeeded  in  doing  this,  not  only  beyond  tlieir 
reach,  but  so  that  he  at  I'^'^gth  could  not  unravel  it  himself.  He 
gave  to  the  debt,  in  the  firoc  instance,  in  funding  it,  the  most  arti- 
ficial and  mysterious  form  he  could  devise.  He  ^en  moulded  up 
his  appropriations  of  a  number  of  scraps  and  remnants,  many  of 
which  were  nothing  at  all,  and  applied  them  to  different  objects 
in  reversion  and  remainder,  until  the  whole  system  was  involved  in 
impenetrable  fog ;  and  while  he  was  giving  himself  the  airs  of  \»or 
vidihg  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  he  left  himself  fi-ee  to  ac-.l  to 
it  continually,  as  he  did  in  fact,  instead  of  paying  it.  I  like  your 
idea  of  kneading  all  his  little  scraps  and  fragments  into  one  batch, 
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and  adding  fo  it  a  complementary  sum,  which,  while  it  forms  it 
into  a  single  mass  from  which  every  thing  is  to  be  paid,  will  enable 
us,  should  a  breach  of  appropriation  ever  be  charged  on  us,  to 
pove  that*the  sum  appropriated,  and  more,  has  been  applied  to 
Its  specific  object. 

But  there  is  a  point  beyond  this  on  which  I  should  wish  to  keep 
my  eye,  and  to  which  I  should  aim  to  approach  by  every  tack 
which  previous  arrangements  force  on  us.  That  is,  to  form  into 
one  consolidated  mass  all  the  monies  received  into  the  treasury, 
and  to  marshal  the  several  expenditures,  giving  them  a  preference 
of  payment  according  to  the  order  in  which  they  should  be  ar- 
ranged. As  for  example.  1.  The  interest  of  the  public  debt. 
2.  Such  portions  of  principal  as  are  exigible.  3.  The  expenses 
of  government.  4.  Such  other  portions  of  principal  as,  though 
not  exigible,  we  are  still  free  to  pay  when  we  please.  The  last 
object  might  be  made  to  take  up  the  residuum  of  money  remaining 
in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  every  year,  after  the  three  first  ob- 
jects were  complied  with,  and  would  be  the  barometer  whereby 
to  test  the  economy  of  the  administration.  It  would  furnish  a 
simple  .measure  by  which  every  one  could  mete  their  merit,  and 
by  which  every  one  could  decide  wher^  taxes  were  deficient  or 
superabundant.  If  to  this  can  be  added  a  simplification  of  the 
form  of  accounts  in  the  treasury  department,  and  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  its  officers,  so  as  to  bring  every  thing  to  a  single  centre, 
we  might  hope  to  see.the  finances  of  the  Union  as  clear  ^nd  intel- 
ligible as  a  merchant's  books,  so  that  every  member  of  Congress, 
and  every  man  of  any  mind  in  the  Union  should  be  able  to  com- 
prehend them',  to  investigate  abuses,  and  consequently  to  control 
them.  Our  predecessors  have  endeavored  by  intricacies  of  sys- 
tem* and  shuffling  the  investigator  over  fron)  one  officer  to  another, 
to  cover  every  thing  from  detection.  I  hope  we  shall  go  in  the 
contrary  direcdon,  and  that  by  our  honest  and  judicious  reforma- 
tions, we  may  be  able,  within  the  limits  of  our  time,  to  bring  things 
back  to  that  simple  and  intelligib[e  system  on  which  they  should 
have  been  organised  at  first. 

I  have  suggested  only  a  single  alteration  in  the  report,  which  is 
merely  verbal  and  of  no  consequence.  We  shall  now  get  rid  of 
tha  commissioner  of  the  internal  revenue,  and  superintend  ant  of 
stamps.  It  remains  to  amalgamate  the  comptroller  and  auditor 
into  one,  and  reduce  the  register  to  a  dlierk  of  accounts  ^  and  then 
the  organization  will  consist,  as  it  sboulti  at  first,  of  a  keeper  of 
money,  a  keeper  of  accounts,  and  the  head  of  the  department. 
This  constellation  of  great  men  in  the  treasury  department  was  of 
a  piece  with  the  rest  of  Hamilton's  plans.  He  took  his  own 
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stand  as  a  Lieutenant  General,  surrounded  by  his  Major  Generals, 
and  stationing  his  Brigadiers  and  Colonels  under  the  nanfe  of  Su- 
pervisors, Inspectors,  &c.  in  the  different  States.  Let  us  deserve 
well  of  our  country  by  making  her  interests  the  end.  of  all  our 
plans,  and  not  our  own  pomp,  patronage  and  irresponsibility.  I 
have  hazarded  these  hasty  and  crude  ideas,  which  occurred  on 
contemplating  your  report.  They  may  be  the  subject  of  future 
conversation  and  correction.     Accept  my  affectionate  salutations. 

Th:  Jefeerson. 


LETTER  CCXCV. 


TO    GENERAL    KOSCIUSKO. 

Washington,  April  2,  1802. 

Dear  General, 

It  is  but  lately  that  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th 
Frimaire  (December  15)  wishing  to  know  whether  some  officers 
of  your  country  could  expect  to  be  employed  in  this  counti'y.  To 
prevent  a  suspense  injurious  to  them,  I  hasten  to  inform  you,  that 
we  are  now  actually  engaged  in  r.educing  our  military  esiablish- 
ment  one  third,  and  discharging  one  third  of  our  officers.  We 
keep  in  service  no  more  than  men  enough  to  garrison  the  small 
posts  dispersed  at  great  distances  on  our  frontiers,  which  garrisons 
will  generally  consist  of  a  captain's  company  only,  and  in  no 
case  of  more  than  two  or  three,  in  not  one,  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber to  require  a  field  bfficer ;  and  no  circumstaijce  whatever  can 
bring  these  garrisons  together,  because  it  would  be  an  abandon- 
ment of  their  forts.  Thus  circumstanced,  you  will  perceive*  the 
entire  impossibility  of  providing  for  the  persons  you  ^recommend. 
I  wish  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  more  favorable  an- 
swer ;  but  next  to  the  fulfilling  your  wishes,  the  most  grateful 
thing  I  can  do  is  to  give  a  faithful  answer.  The  session  of  the 
first  Congress  convened  sinoe  republicanism  has  recovered  its  as- 
cendancy, is  now  drawing  to  a  close.*  They  will  pretty  completely 
fulfil  all  the  desires  of  the  people.  They  have  reduced  the  arniy 
and  navy  to  what  is  barely  necessary.  They  jye  disarming  exe- 
cutive patronage  and  preponderance,  by  putting  down  one  half 
the  offices  of  the  United  States,  which  are  no  longer  necessary'. 
These  economies  have  enabled  them  to  suppress  all  the  internal 
taxes,  and  still  to  make  such  provision  for  the  payment  of  tlieir 
public  debt  as  to  discharge  that  in  eighteen  years.    They  have 
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lopped  off  a  parasite  limb,  planted  "by  their  predecessors  on  tlieir 
judiciary  body  for  party  purposes ;  they  are  opening  the  doors  of 
hospitality  to  the  fugitives  from  the  oppressions  of  oUier  countries; 
and  we  have  suppressed  all  those  public  forms  and  ceremonies 
which  tended  to  familiarise  the  public  eye  to  the  harbingers  of  an> 
other  form  of  government.  The  people  are  nearly  all  united  ;  their 
quondam  leaders,  infuriated  with  the  sense  of  their  impotence, 
will  soon  be  seen  or  heard  only  in  the  newspapers,  which 
serve  as  chimnies  to  carry  off  noxious  vapors  and  smoke,  and  all 
is  now  tranquil,  firm  and  well,  as  it  should  be.  I  add  no  signature 
because  unnecessary  for  you.  God  bless  you,  and  preserve  you 
still  for  a  season  of  usefulness  to  your  countiy. 


LETTER    CCiXOVh 
TO   ROBERT  R.   LIVINGSTON. 

Washington,  April  18,  1802. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  favorable  and  confidential  opportunity  oflfering  by  M.  Dupont 
de  Nemours,  who  is  revisiting  his  native  country,  gives  me  an  op- 
portunity of  sending  you  a  cypher  to  be  used  between  us,  which 
will  give  you  some  trouble  to  understand,  but  once  uncerstood,  is 
the  easiest  to  use,  the  most  indecypherable,  and  varied  by  a  new 
key  with  the  greatest  facility,  of  any  I  hav^  ever  known.  I  am  in 
hopes  the  explanation  inclosed  will  be  sufficient. 

But  writing  by  Mr.  Dupont,  I  need  use  no  cypher.  I  require 
from  him  to  put  this  into  your  own  and  no  other  hand,  let  die  de- 
lay occasioned  by  that  be  what  it  will. 

The  cession  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas  by  Spain  to  France, 
works  most  sorely  on  the  United  States.  On  this  subject  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  written  to  you  fully,  yet  I  cannot  forbear 
recurring  to  it  personally,  so  deep  is  the  impression  it  makes  on 
my  mind.  It  completely  reverses  all  the  political  relations  of  the 
United  States,  and  will  lorm  a  new  epoch  in  our  political  course. 
Of  all  nations  of  any  consideration,  France  is  the  one  which, 
hitherto,  has  offered  the  fewest  points  on  which  we  could  have 
any  conflict  of  right,  and  the  most  points  of  a  communion  of  inte- 
resfl.  From  these  causes  we  nave  ever  looked  to  her  as  our 
natural  friend^  as  one  witb.^which  we  never  could  have  an  occa- 
sion of  difference.     Her  ^Wth,  tlieiifore,  we  viewed  as  our  own, 
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her  misfortunes  ours.    There  *i3  on  the  globe  one  single  spot,  the 
possessor  of  which  is  our  natural  and  habitual  enemy.    It  is  New 
Orleans,  through  which  the  produce  of  three  eighths  of  our  terri- 
tory must  pass  to  market,  and  from  its  fertility  it  will  ere  long 
yield  more  than  half  of  our  whole  produce,  and  viiiontain  more  than 
half  of  our  inhabitants.     France,  placing  herself  in  tliat  door,  as- 
sumes to  us  the  attitude  of  defiance.     Spain  might  have  retained 
it  quietly  for  years.     Her  pacific  dispositions,  her  feeble  state, 
would  induce  her  to  increase  our  facilities  there,  so  that  her  pos- 
session of  the  place  would  be  hardly  felt  by  us,  and  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  be  very  long  before  some  circumstance  might  arise,  which 
might  make  tlie  cession  of  it  to  us  the  price  of  something  of  more 
worth  to  her.     Not  so  can  it  ever  be  in  the  hands  of  France :  the 
impetuosity  of  her  temper,  the  energy  and  restlessness  of  her  cha- 
racter, placed  in  a  point  of  eternal  friction  with  us,  and  our  cha- 
racter, which,  though  quiet  and  loving  peace  and  the  pursuit  of 
wealth,  is  high  minded,  despising  wealth  in  competition  with  insult 
or  injury,  enterprising  and  energetic  as  any  nation  on  earth ;  these 
circumstances  render  it  impossible  that  France  and  the  United 
States  can  continue  long  friends,  when  they  meet  in  so  irritable  a 
position.     They,  as  well  as  we,  must  be  blind  if  they  do  not  see 
this ;  and  we  must  be  very- improvident  if  we  do  not  begin  to  make 
arrangements,  on  that  hypothesis.     The  day  that  France  takes 
possession  of  New  Orleans,  fixes  the  sentence  which  is  to  restrain 
her  forever  witliin  her  low  water  mark.     It  seals  the  union  of  two 
nations,  who,  in  conjunction,  can  maintain  exclusive  possession  of 
the  ocean.     From  that 'moment  we  must  marry  ourselves  to  the 
British  fleet  and  nation.     We  must  turn  all  our  attentions  to  a  ma- 
ritime force,  for  which  our  resouBces  place  us  on  very  high  ground : 
and  having  formed  and  connected  together  a  power  which  may 
render  reinforcement  of  her  settlements  here  impossible  to  France, 
make  the  first  cannon  which  shall  be  'fired  in  Europe  the  signal 
for  tearing  up  any  seAlement  she  may  have  made,  and  for  holding 
the  two  continents  of  America  in  sequestration  fdr  the  common 
purposes  of  the  United  British  and  American  nations.    This  is  not 
a  state  of  things  we  seek  or  desire;     It  is  one  which  this  measure, 
if  adopted  by  France,  forces  on  us  as  necessarily,  as  any  other 
«*ause,  by  the  laws  of  nature,  brings  on  its  necessary  effect.    Jt  is 
not  from  a  fear  of  Fran<|iB  that  we  deprecate  this  measure  pro- 
posed by  her.     For  how^fer  greater  her  force  is  than  ours,  com- 
pared in  the  abstract,  it  is  !4othin|  in  comparison  of  ours,  wl^en  to 
be  exerted  on  our  soil.     But  it  if  from  a  sincere  love  of  peace, 
and  a  firm  persuasion,  that  bound  to  France  by  the  interests  and 
the  strong  sympathies  still  Existing  ifitltie  minds  of  our  citizens, 
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and  holding  relative  portions  which  insure  their  continuance,  wd 
are  secure  of  a  Jong  course  of  peace.  Whereas,  the  change  of 
friends,  which  will  be  rendered  necessary  if  France  changes  that 
position,  embarks  us  necessarily  as  a  belligerent  power  in  the  first 
war  of  !Curope.  In  that  case,  France  will  have  held  possessi(xi  of 
New  Orleans  during  the  interval  of  a  peace,  long  or  short,  at  the 
end  of  which  it  will  be  wrested  from  her.  Will  this  short-lived 
possession  have  been  '■Ji  equivalent  to  her  for  the  transfer  of  such 
a  weight  into  the  scale  of  her  enemy  ?  Will  not  the  amalgamation 
of  a  young,  thriving  nation,  continue  to  that  enemy  the  health  and 
force  which  are  at  present  so  evidently  on  the  decline  ?  And  \#ill 
a  few  years'  possession  of  New  Orleans  add  equally  to  the  strength 
of  France?  She  may  say  she  needs  Ix)uisiana  for  the  supply  of 
her  West  Indies.  She  does  not  need  it  in  time  of  peace,  and  in 
war  she  could  not  depend  on  them,  because  they  would  be  so 
easily  intercepted.  I  should  suppose  that  all  these  considerations 
might,  in  some  proper  form,  be  brought  into  view  of  the  go- 
vernment of  France.  Though  stated  by  us,  it  ought  not  to  give 
offence ;  because  we  do  not  bring  them  forward  as  a  menace,  but 
as  consequences  not  controllable  by  us,  but  inevitable  from  the 
course  of  things.  We  mention  them,  not  as  things  which  we  de- 
sire by  any  means,  but  as  things  we  deprecate ;  and  we  beseech 
a  friend  to  look  forward  and  to  prevent  them  for  our  common  in- 
terests. 

If  France  considers  Louisiana,  hov  ver,  as  indispensable  foir 
her  views,  she  might  perhaps  be  willing  to  look  about  for  arrange- 
ments which  might  reconcile  it  to  our  interests.  If  any  thing 
could  do  this,  it  would  be  the  ceding  to  us  the  island  of  New  Or- 
leans and  the  Floridas.  This  would  certainly,  in  a  great  degree, 
remove  the  causes  of  jarring  and  irritation  between  us,  and  per- 
haps for  such  a  length  of  time,  as  might  produce  other  means  of 
making  the  measure  permanently  conciliatory  to  our  interests  and 
friendships.  It  would,  at  any  rate,  relieve  us  from  the  necessity 
of  taking  immediate  measures  for  countervailing  such  an  operation 
by  arrangements  in  another  quaiter.  But  still  we  should  consider 
New  Orleans  and  the  Floridas  as  no  equivalent  for  the  risk  of  a 
quarrel  with  France,  produced  by  her  vicinage.  *i^    , 

I  have  no  doubt  you  have  urged  these  considerations,  on  every 
proper  occasion,  with  the  government  where  you  are.  They  are 
such  as  must  have  effect,  if  you  can  find  means  of  producing  tho- 
rough reflection  on  them  by  that  government.  The  idea  here  is, 
that  the  trobj^s  sent  to  St.  Domingo,  were  to  proceed  to  Louisiana 
after  finishing  their  work  in  that  island.  If  this  were  the  arrange- 
ment, it  will  give  you  tim^^  return  again  and  again  to  the  charge. 
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For  the  conquest  of  St.  Domingo  will  not  be  a  short  work.  It 
iitrill  take  considerable  time,  and  wear  down  a  great  number  of  sol- 
diers. Every  eye  in  the  United  States  is  now  fixed  on  the  affairs 
of  Louisiana.  Perhaps  nothing  since  the  revolutionary  war,  has 
produced  more  uneasy  sensations  through  the  body  of  the  nation. 
Notwithstanding  temporary  bickerings  have  taken  place  with 
France,  she  has  still  a  strong  hold  on  the  affections  of  our  citizens 
generally.  I  have  thought  it  not  amiss,  by  way  of  supplement  to 
the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  write  you  this  private  one, 
to  impress  you  with  the  importance  we  affix  to  this  transaction.  I 
pray  you  to  cherish  Dupont.  He  has  the  best  dispositions  for  the 
continuance  of  friendship  between  the  two  nations,  and  perhaps 
you  may  be  able  to  make  a  good  use  of  him. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  affectionate  esteem  and  high  conside- 
ration. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  CCXCVII. 


TO    GOVERNOR   MONROE. 


Washington,  July  15, 1802. 

Dear  Sir,  ^ 

Your  favor  of  the  7th  has  been  duly  received.  I  am  really 
mortified  at  the"  base  ingratitude  of  Callendar.  It  presents  hu- 
man nature  in  a  hideous  form.  It  gives  me  concern,  because  I 
perceive  that  relief,  which  was  afforded  him  on  mere  motives  of 
charity,  may  be  viewed  under  the  aspect  of  employing  him  as  a 
writer.  When  the  Political  Progress  of  Britain  first  appeared  in 
this  country,  in  was  in  a  peri,Jical  publication  called  the  Bee, 
where  I  saw  it.  I  was  speaking  of  it  in  terms  of  strong  approba- 
tion to  a  friend  in  Philadelphia,  *  when  he  asked  me,  if  I  knew 
that  the  authbr  was  then  in  the  city, a  fugitive  from  prosecution  on 
account  of  that  "^ork,  and  in  want  of  employ  for  his  subsistence. 
This  was  the  first  of  my  learning  that  Callendar  was  the  author  of 
Hhe  work.  I  considered  him  as  a  man  of  science  fled  from  perse- 
'cutlon,  and  assured  my  friend  of  my  readiness  to  do  whatever 
could  serve  him.  It  was  long  after  this  before  I  saw  him  ;  pro- 
bably not  till  1708.  He  had,  in  the  mean  time,  wrji^n  a  second 
part  of  the  Political  Progress,  much  inferior  to  the  firsi^lind  his  his- 
tory of  the  United  States.  In  1798, 1  think,  I  was  apf)lied  to  by 
Mr.  Lieper  to  contribute  to  his  reli^.,    I  did  so.     In  1799,  I 
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think,  S.  T.  Mason  applied  for  him.     I  contributed  again.    He 
had,  by  this  time,  paid  me  two  or  three  personal  visits.    When 
he  fled  in  a  panic  from  Philadelphia    to    General  Mason's,  he 
wrote  to  me  that  he  was  a  fugitive  in  want  of  employ,  wibbed  to 
know  if  he  could  get  into  a  counting  house  or  a  school,  in  my 
neighborhood  or  in  that  of  Richmond  ;  tliat  he  had  materials  for 
a  volume,  and  if  he  could  get  as  much  money  as  would  buy  the 
paper,  the  profit  of  the  sale  would  bt  all  his  own.     I  availed  my- 
self of  this  pretext  to  cover  a  mere  charity,  by  desiring  him  to 
consider  me  a  subscriber  for  as  many  copies  of  his  book  as  the 
money  inclosed  (fifty  dollars)  amounted  to ;  but  to  send  me  two 
copies  only,  as  the  others  might  lay  till  called  for.     But  I  dis- 
couraged his  coming  Into  my  neighborhood.     H^s  first  writings 
here  had  fallen  far  short  of  his  original  Political  Progress,  and  the 
scurrilities  of  his  subsequent  ones  began  evidently  to  do  mischief. 
As  to  myself,  no  man  wished  tnore  to  see  his  pen  stopped  :  but  I 
considered  him  still  as  a  proper  object  of  benevolence.     The  suc- 
ceeding year  he  again  wanted  money  to  buy  paper  for  another  vo- 
lume. I  made  his  letter,  as  before,  the  occasion  of  giving  him  another 
fifty  dollars.     He  considers  these  as  proofs  of  my  approbation  of 
his  writings,  when  they  were  mere  charities,  yielded  under  a  strong 
conviction  that  he  was  injuring  us  by  his  writings.     It  is  known  to 
many,  that  the  sums  given  to  him  were  such,  and  even  smaller 
than  I  was  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  others  in  distress,  of  the  fede- 
ral as  well  as  the  republican  party,  without  attention  to  political 
principles.     Soon  after  I  was  elected  to  the  government,  Callen- 
dar  came  on  here,  wishing  to  be  made  postmaster  at  Richmond. 
I  knew  him  to  be  totally  unfit  for  it*:  and  however  ready  I  was  to 
aid  him  with  my  own  charities,  (and  I  then  gave  liim  fifty  dollars) 
I  did  not  think  the  public  offices  confided  to  me  to  give  away  as 
charities.     He  took  it  in  mortal  offence,  and  from  that  moment 
has  been  hauling  off  to  his  former  enemies,  the  federalists.^  Bet 
sides  the  letter  Pwrote  him  in  answer  to  the  one  from  General 
Mason's,  I  wrote  him  another  containing  answers  to  two  questions 
*he  addressed  lo  me.     1.  Whether  Mr.  Jay  received   salary  as 
Chief  Justice  and  Envoy  at  the  same  time ;  and  2.  something 
relative  to  the  expenses  of  an  embassy  to  Constantinople.     I  think 
these  were  the  only  letters  I  ever  wrote  him  in  answer  to  volumes 
he  was  perpetually  writing  to  m'e.     This  is  the  true  state  of  what 
has  passed  between  him  and  me.     I  do  not  know  that  it  can  be 
used  without  committing  me  in  controversy,  as  it  were,  with  one 
too  little  respected  by  the  public  to  merit  that  notice.     I  leave  to 
your  judgment  what  use  can  be  made  of  these  facts.     Perhaps  it 
will  be  better  judged  of,  when  we  see  what  use  the  tories  will  en- 
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deavor  to  make  of  their  new  friend.    I  shall  leave  this  on  the 
21st,  and  be  at  Monticello  probably  on  the  24th,  or  within  two  or 
three  days  of  that,  and  shall  hope,  ere  long,  to  see  you  there. 
Accept  assurances  of  my  affectionate  attachment. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER  CCXCVlil. 


TO    GOVERNOR   MONROE. 

Washington,  July  17, 1802. 

Dear  Sir, 

After  writing  you  on  the  15th,  I  turned  to  my  letter  file  to  see 
what  letters  I  had  written  to  Callendar,  and  found  them  to  have 
been  of  the  dates  of  1798,  October  the  Uth,  and  1799,  Septem- 
ber the  6th,  and  October  the  6th ;  but  on  looking  for  the  letters 
they  were  not  in  their  places,  nor  to  be  found.  On  recollection, 
I  believe  I  sent  them  to  you  a  year  or  two  ago.  If  you  have 
them^  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  them  at  Monticello,  where  I  shall 
be  on  this  day  se'nnight.  1  inclose  you  a  paper,  which  shews  the 
tories  mean  to  peryert  these  charities  to  Callendar  as  much  as 
they  can.  They  will  probably  first  represent  me  as  the  patron 
and  support  of  the  Prospect  before  us,  and  other  things  of  Callen- 
dar's,  and  then  picking  out  all  the  scurrilities  of  the  author  against 
General  Washington,  Mr.  Adams  and  others,  impute  them  to 
me.  I,  as  well  as  most  other  ^republicans  who  were  in  the  way  of 
doing  it,  contributed  what  I  could  afford  to  the  support  of  the  re- 
publican papers *and  printers,  paid  sums  of  money  for  the  Bee, 
the  Albany  Register,  &c.  when  they  were  staggering  under  the 
sedition  law,  contributed  to  the  fines  of  Callendar  himself,  of  Holt, 
Brov^  and  others,  suffering  under  that  law.  T  discharged,  lyhea 
]  came  into  office,  such  as  were  under  the  persecution  of  our  ene- 
mies, without  instituting  any  prosecutiops  in  retaliation.  They^ 
may,  therefore,  with  the  same  justice,  ifnpute  to  me,  or  to  every 
republican  contributor,  every  thing  which  was  ever  published  in 
those  papers  or  by  those  persons.  1  must  correct  a  fact  in  mine 
of  the  15th.  I  find  I  did  not  inclqse  the  fifty  dollars  to  Callendar 
himself  while  at  General  Mason's,  but  authorised  the  General  to 
draw  on  my  correspondent  at  Richmond,  and  to  give  the  money 
to  Callendar.  So  the  other  fifty  dollars  of  which  he  speaks,  were 
by  order  on  my  correspondent  at  Richmond.  * 

Accept  assurances  of  my  affectionate  esteem  and  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LITTER    CCXCIX. 


TO   ROBERT   R.    LIVINGSTON. 


¥ 


Washington,  October  10,  1802 

Dear  Sir, 

The  departure  of  Madame  Brugnard  for  France  furnishes  me 
a  safe  conveyance  of  a  letter,  which  I  cannot  avoid  embracing, 
ahhough  I  have  nothing  particular  for  the  subject  of  it.  It  is  well, 
however,  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  generally,  through  a  safe  chan- 
nel, that  we  stand  completely  corrected  of  the  error,  that  either 
the  government  or  the  nation  of  France  has  any  remains  of  friend- 
ship for  us.  The  portion  of  that  country  which  forms  an  excep- 
tion, though  respectable  in  weight,  is  weak  in  numbers.  On  the 
contrary,  it  appears  evident,  that  an  unfriendly  spirit  prevails  in 
the  most  important  individuals  of  the  government,  towards  us.  In 
this  state  of  things,  we  shall  so  take  our  distance  between  the  two 
rival  nations,  as,  remaining  disengaged  till  necessity  compels  us, 
we  may  haul  finally  to  the  enemy  of  that  which  shall  make  it  ne- 
cessary. We  see  all  the  disadvantageous  consequences  of  taking 
a  side,  and  shall  be  forced  into  it  only  by  a  more  disagreeable  al- 
ternative ;  in  which  event,  we  must  countervail  the  disadvantages 
by  measures  which  will  give  us  splendor  and  power,  but  not  as 
much  happiness  as  our  present  system.  We  wish,  therefore,  to 
remain  well  witli  France.  But  we  see  that  no  consequences, 
however  ruinous  to  them,  can  secure  us  with  certainty  against  the 
extravagance  of  her  present  rulers.  I  think,  therefore,  that  while 
we  do  nothing  which  the  first  nation  on  earth  would  deem  crouch- 
ing, we  had  better  give  to  all  our  communications  with  them  a 
very  mild,  complaisant,  and  even  friendly  complexion,  but  always 
independent.  Ask  no  favors,  leave  small  and  irritating  things  to 
be  conducted  by  the  individuals  interested  in  them,  interfere  our- 
selves but  in  the  greatest  cases,  and  then  not  push  them  to  irrita-  - 
tion.  No  matter  at  present  existing  between  them  and  us  is  im- 
portant enough  to  risk  a  breach  of  peace ;  peace  being  indeed  the 
most  important  of  all  things  for  us,  except  the  preserving  an  erect 
and  independent  attitude.  Although  I  know  your  own  judgment 
leads  you  to  pursue  this  line  identically,  yet  1  thdught  it  just  to 
strengthen  it  by  the  concurrence  of  my  own.  You  will  have  seen 
by  our  newspapers,  that  with  the  aid  of  a  lying  renegado  from  re- 
publicanism, the  federalists  have  opened  all  their  sluices  of  calum- 
ny. They  say  we  lied  them  out  of  power,  and  openly  avow  they 
will  do  the  same  by  us.  But  it  was  not  lies  or  arguments  on  our 
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part  which  dethroned  them,  but  their  own  foolish  acts,  sedition 
laws,  alien  laws,  taxes,  extravagances  aiid  heresies.  Porcupine, 
their  friend,  wrote  them  down.  Caliendar,  their  new  recruit,  will  do 
the  same.  Every  decent  man  among  them  revolts  at  his  fihh  :.and 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that  were  a  Presidential  election  to  come 
on  this  day,  they  would  certainly  have  but  three  New  England  States, 
and  about  half  a  dozen  votes  from  Maryland  and  North  Carolina; 
these  two  States  electing  by  districts.  Were  all  the.  States  to 
elect  by  a  general  ticket,  they  would  have  but  three  out  of  sixteen 
States.  And  these  three  are  coming  up  slowly.  We  do,  indeed, 
consider  Jersey  and  Delaware  as  rather  doubtful.  Elections 
which  have  lately  taken  place  there,  but  thJr  event  not  yet  known 
here,  will  shew  the  present  point  of  their  varying  condition. 

My  letters  to  you  being  merely  private,  I  leave  all  details  of 
business  to  their  official  channel. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  constant  friendship  and  high  respect. 

Th  :  Jefferson. 

P.  S.     We  have  received  your  letter  announcing  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Dupont. 


LETTER   CCC. 

I 

THOMAS   JEFFERSO^T    TO    ALBERT    GALLATIN.' 

You  know  ray  doubts,  or  rather  convictions,  about  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  the  act  for  building  piers  in  the  Delaware,  and  the 
fears  that  it  will  lead  to  a  bottomless  expense,  and  to  the  greatest 
abuses.  There  is,  however,  one  intention  of  which  the  act  is  sus- 
ceptible, and  which  will  bring  it  within  the  constitution ;  and  we 
ought  always  to  presume  that  the  real  intention  which  is  alone 
consistent  with  the  constitution.  Although  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  does  not  give  a  power  to  build  piers,  wharves,  open 
ports,  clear  the  beds  of  rivers,  dig  canals,  build  warehouses,  build 
manufacturing  machines,  set  up  manufactories,  cultivate  the  earth, 
to  all  of  wliich  the  power  would  go  if  it  went  to  the  first,  yet  a 
power  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy,  is  a  power  to  provide 
receptacles  for  it,  and  places  to  cover  and  preserve  it.  In  choosing 
the  places  where  this  money  should  be  laid  out,  I  should  be  much 
disposed,  as  far  93  contracts  will  permit,  to  confine  it  to  such  place 
or  places  as  the  ships  of  war  may  lie  at,  and  be  protected  froiii 
ice :  and  I  should  be  for  stating  this  in  a  message  to  Congress,  in 
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order  to  prevent  the  ^ect  of  the  present  example.  •  This  act  has 
been  built  on  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  building  light  houses, 
as  a  regulation  of  commerce.  But  I  well  remember  the  opposi- 
tion, on  this  very  ground,  to  the  first  act  for  building  a  light  house. 
The  utility  of  the  thing  has  sanctioned  the  infraction.  But  if  on 
that  infraction  we  build  a  s^^cond,  on  that  second  a  third,  &u;.  any 
one  of  the  powers  in  the  constitution  may  be  made  to  compre- 
hend every  power  of  government.  Will  you  read  the  inclosed 
letters  on  Uie  subject  of  New  Orleans,  and  think  what  we  can  do 
or  propose  in  the  case  ? 

Accept  my  affectionate  salutations. 

October  13,  1802. 


ABETTER    CCCI. 


TO    LEVI    LINCOLN. 


Washingtoa,  October  25, 1802. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  16th  is  received,  and  that  of  July  the  24th 
had  come  to  hand  while  I  was  at  Monticello.  I  sincerely  condole 
with  you  on  the  sickly  state  of  your  family,  and  hope  this  will  fihd 
them  re-established  with  the  approach  of  the  cold  season.  As 
yet,  however,  we  have  had  no  frost  at  this  place,  and  it  is  believed 
the  yellow  fever  still  continues  in  Philapeldhia,  if  not  in  Balti- 
more. We  shall  all  be  happy  to  see  you  here  whenever  the  state 
of  your  family  admits  it.  You  will  have  seen  by  the  newspapers 
that  we  have  gained  ground  generally  in  the  elections,  that  we 
have  lost  ground  in  not  a  single  district  of  the  United  States  ex- 
cept Kent  county  in  Delaware,  where  a  religious  dissension  occa- 
sioned it.  In  Jersey  the  elections  are  always  carried  by  small 
majorities,  consequently  the  issue  is  ajSected  by  the  smallest  acci- 
dents. By  the  paper  of  the  last  night  we  have  a  majority  of  three 
in  their  Council,  and  one  in  their  House  of  Representatives;  an- 
other says  it  is  only  of  one  in  each  House  :  even  the  latter  is 
sufficient  for  every  purpose.  The  opinion  I  originally  formed 
has  never  been  changed,  that  such  of  the  body  of  the  people  as 
thought  themselves  federalists,  would  find  that  they  were  in  truth 
republicans,  and  would  come  over  to  us  by  degrees ;  but  that  their 
leaders  had  gone  too  far  ever  to  change.  Their  bitterness 
increases  with  their  desperation.  They  are  trying  slanders  n^w 
which  nothing  could  prompt  but  a  gall  which  blindsi  Uieir  judgments 
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as  well  as  thdr  consciences.  1  shall  take  no  other  revenge,  than, 
by  a  steady  pursuit  of  economy  and  peace,  and  by  the  esiablish- 
menf  of  republican  principles  in  substance  and  in  form,  to  sink 
federalism  into  an  abyss  from  which  there  shall  be  no  resurrection 
for  it.  I  still  think  our  original  idea  as  to  office  is  best :  that 
is,  to  depend  for  the  obtaining  a  just  participation,  on  deaths,  re- 
signations, and  delinquencies.  This  will  least  affect  the  tranquillity 
of  the  people,  and  prevent  their  giving  into  the  suggestion  of  our 
enemies,  that  ours  has  been  a  contest  for  office,  not  for  principle. 
This  is  rather  a  slow  operation,  but  it  is  sure  if  we  pursue  it 
steadily,  which,  however,  has  not  been  done  with  the  undeviating 
resolution  I  could  have  wished.  To  these  means  of  obtaining  a 
just  share  in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business,  shall  be  added 
one  other,  to  wit,  removal  for  electioneering  activity,  or  open  and 
industrious  opposition  to  the  principles  of  the  present  government, 
legislative  and  executive.  Every  officer  of  the  government  may 
vote  at  elections  according  to  his  conscience ;  but  we  should  be- 
tray the  cause  committed  to  our  care,  were  we  to  permit  the  in- 
fluence of  official  patronage  to  be  used  to  overthrow  that  cause. 
Your  present  situetion  will  enable  you  to  judge  of  prominent  of- 
fenders in  your  State,  in  the  case  of  the  present  election.  I  pray 
you  to  seek  them,  to  mark  them,  to  be  quite  sure  of  your  ground, 
that  we  may  commit  no  error  or  wrong,  and  leave  the  rest  to  me. 
I  have  been  urged  to  remove  Mr.  Whittemore,  the  surveyor  of 
Gloucester,  on  grounds  of  neglect  of  duty  and  industrious  oppo- 
sition. Yet  no  facts  are  so  distinctly  charged  as  to  make  the  step 
sure  which  we  should  take  in  this.  Will  you  take  the  trouble  to 
satisfy  yourself  on  this  point?  I  think  it  not  amiss  that  it  should  be 
known  that  we  are  determined  to  remove  officers  who  are  active 
or  open  mouthed  against  the  government,  by  which  I  mean  the 
legislature  as  well  as  the  executive.  Accept  assurances  of  my 
sincere  friendship  and  high  respect. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTEJt    CCCII. 


TO    governor   MONROE. 


Washington,  January  13, 1803. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  dropped  you  a  line  on  the  10th,  informing  you  of  a  'omina-    * 
tion  I  had  made  of  you  to  the  Senate,  and  yesterday  I  incbsed 
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yoii  their  approbation,  not  then  having  time  to  write.     The  agi- 
tation of  the  public  mind  on  occasion  of  the  late  suspension  of 
our  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans  is  extreme.     In  the  western 
country  it  is  natural,  and  grounded  on  honest  motives.     In  the 
sea  ports  it  proceeds  from  a  desire  for  war,  which  increases  the 
mercantile  lottery :  in  the  federalists,  generally,  and  especially  those 
of  Congress,  the  object  is  to  force  us  into  war  if  possible,  in  or- 
der to  derange  our  finances,  or  if  this  cannoc  be  done,  to  attach 
the  western  country  to  them,  as  their  best  friends,  and  thus  get 
again  into  power.     Remonstrances,  memorial>,  fcc.  are  now  cir- 
culating through  the  whole  of  the  western  country,  and  signed  by 
the  body  of  the  people      The  measures  we  have  been  pursuing, 
being  invisible,  do  not  satisfy  their  minds.     Something  sensible, 
therefore,  has  become  necessary ;  and  indeed  our  object  of  pur- 
chasing New  Orleans  and  the  Floridas  is  a  measure  liable  to  as- 
sume so  many  shapes,  that  no  instructions  could  be  squared  to  fit 
them.     It  was  essential  then,  to  send  a  minister  extraordinary,  to 
be  joined  with  the  ordinary  one,  with  discretionary  powers ;  first, 
however,  well  impressed  with  all  our  views,  and  therefore  qualified 
to  meet  and  modify  to  these  every  form  of  proposition  which 
could  come  from  the  other  party.     This  could  be  done  only  in 
full  and  frequent  oral  communications.     Having  determined  on 
this,  there  could  not  be  two  opinions  among  the  republicans  as  to 
the  person.     You  possessed  the  unlimited  confidence  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  of  the  western  people ;  and  generally  of  th^  re- 
publicans every  where ;  and  were  you  to  refuse  to  go,  no  other 
man  can  be  found  who  does  this.     The  measure  has  already  si- 
lenced the  federalists  here.     Congress  will  no  longer  be  agitated 
by  them :  and  the  country  will  become  calm  as  fast  as  the  informa- 
tion extends  over  it.     All  eyes,  all  hopes  are  now  fixed  on  you; 
and  were  you  to  decline,  the  chagrin  would  be  universal,  and 
would  shake  under  your  feet  the  high  ground  on  which  you  stand 
with  the  public.     Indeed,  I  know  nothing  which  would  produce 
such  a  shock.     For  on  the  event  of  this  mission  depend  tlie  fu- 
ture destinies  of  this  republic.     If  we  cannot  by  a  purchase  of 
the  country,  insure  to  ourselves  a  course  of  perpetual  peace  and 
friendship  with  all  nations,  then  as  war  cannot  be  distant,  it  be- 
hoves us  immediately  to  be  preparing  for  that  course,  without, 
however,  hastening  it ;  and  it  may  be  necessary  (on  your  failure  on 
the  continent)  to  cross  the  channel.     We  shall  get  entangled  in 
European  politics,  and  figuring  more,  be  much  less  happy  and 
prosperous.     This  can  only  be  prevented  by  a  successful  issue  to 
your  present  mission.    I  am  sensible  after  the  measureiyou  have 
taken  for  getting  into  a  different  line  of  busmess,  that  it  will  be  a 
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great  sacrifice  on  your  part,  and  presents  from  the  season  and 
other  circumstances  serious  difficulties.  But  some  men  are  born 
for  the  public.  Nature  by  fitting  them  for  the  service  of  the  hu- 
man race  on  a  broad  scale,  has  stamped  them  with  the  evidences 
of  her  destination  and  their  duty. 

But  I  am  particularly  concerned,  that  in  the  present  case,  you 
have  more  than  one  sacritice  to  make.    To  reform  the  prodigali> 
ties  of  our  predecessors  is  understood  to  be  peculiarly  bur  du^, 
end  to  bring  the  government  to  a  simple  and  economical  course. 
They,  in  order  to  increase  expense,  debt,  taxation  and  patronage, 
tried  always  how  much  they  could  give.     The  outfit  given  to  mi- 
nisters resident  to  enable  them  to  furnish  their  house,  but  given  by 
no  nation  to  a  temporary  minister,  who  is  never  expected  to  take 
a  house  or  to  entertain,  but  considered  on  the  footing  of  a  voy- 
ageuTj  they  gave  to  their  extraordinary  missionaries  by  wholesale. 
In  the  beginning  of  our  administration,  among  other  articles  of  re- 
formation in  expense,  it  was  determined  not  to  give  an  outfit  to 
missionaries  extraordinary,  and  not  to  incur  the  expense  with  any 
minister  of  sending  a  frigate  to  carry  or  bring  him.     The  Boston 
happened  to  be  going  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  was  permitted, 
therefore,  to  take  up  Mr.  Livingston  and  touch  in  a  port  of  France. 
A  frigate  was  denied  to  Charles  Pinckney,  and  has  been  refused 
to  Mr.  King  for  his  return.     Mr.  Madison's  friendship  and  aune 
to  you  being  so  well  known,  the  public  will  have  eagle  eyes  to 
watch  if  we  grant  you  any  indulgences  out  of  the  general  rule  ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  the  example  set  in  your  case  will  be  more 
cogent  on  future  ones,  and  produce  greater  -approbation  to  our 
conduct.     The  allowance,  therefore,  will  be  in  this,  and  all  similar 
cases,  all  the  expenses  of  your  journey  and  voyage,  taking  a  ship's 
cabin  to  yourself,  nine  thousand  dollars  a  year  from  your  leaving 
home  till  the  proceedings  of  your  mission  are  terminated,  and 
then  the  quarter's  salary  for  the  expenses  of  your  return,  as  pre- 
scribed by  law.     As  to  the  time  of  your  going,  you  cannot  too 
much  hasten  it,  as  the  moment  in  France  is  critical.     Si.  Domin- 
go delays  their  taking  possession  of  Louisiana,  and  they  are  in  the 
last  distress  for  money  for  current  purposes.     You  should  arrange 
your  afiairs  for  an  absence  of  a  year  at  least,  perhaps  for  a  long 
one.     It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  stay  here  some  days  on  your 
way  to  New  York.     You  will  receive  here  what  advance  you 
choose. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  constant  and  affectionate  attachment. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LBTTEft    UCCIII. 


TO   M.  DUPONT. 


Wathiiigton,  February  1, 1803. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors  of  August  the 
16th  and  October  the  4th.  The  latter  I  received  with  peculiar 
satisfaction ;  because,  while  it  holds  up  terms  which  cannot  be  en- 
tirely yielded,  it  proposes  such  as  a  n  utual  spirit  of  accommoda- 
tion and  sacrifice  of  opinion  may  bring  to  some  point  of  union. 
While  we  were  preparing  on  this  subject  such  modifications  of 
the  propositions  of  your  letter  of  October  the  4th,  as  we  could  as- 
sent to,  an  event  happened  which  obliged  us  to  adopt  measures 
of  urgency.  The  suspension  of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leans, ceded  to  us  by  our  treaty  with  Spain,  threw  our  whole 
country  into  such  a  ferment  as  imminently  threatened  its  peace. 
This,  however,  was  believed  to  be  the  act  of  the  Intendant,  unau- 
thorised by  his  government.  But  it  shewed  the  necessity  of  mak- 
ing effectual  arrangements,  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  two  countries 
against  the  indiscreet  acts  of  subordinate  agents.  The  urgency  of 
the  case,  as  well  as  the  public  spirit,  therefore,  induced  us  to  make 
a  more  solemn  appeal  to  the  justice  and  judgment  of  our  neigh- 
bors, by  sending  a  minister  extraordinary  to  impress  them  with  the 
necessity  of  some  arrangement.  Mr.  Monroe  has  been  selected. 
His  good  dispositions  cannot  be  doubted.  Multiplied  conversa- 
tions with  him,  and  views  of  the  subject  taken  in  all  the  shapes  in 
which  it  can  present  itself,  have  possessed  him  with  our  estimates 
of  every  thing  relating  to  it,  with  a  mmuteness  which  no  written 
communication  to  Mr.  Livingston  could  ever  have  attained.  These 
will  prepare  them  to  meet  and  decide  on  every  form  of  proposi- 
tion which  can  occur,  without  awaiting  new  instructions  from  hence, 
which  might  draw  to  an  indefinite  length  a  discussion  where  cir- 
cumstances imperiously  oblige  us  to  a  prompt  decision.  For  the 
occlusion  of  the  Mississippi  is  a  state  of  things  in  which  we  can- 
not exist.  He  goes,  therefore,  joined  with  Chancellor  Livingston, 
to  aid  in  the  issue  of  a  crisis  the  most  important  the  United  States 
have  ever  met  since  their  independence,  and  which  is  to  decide 
their  future  character  and  career.  The  confidence  which  the 
government  of  France  reposes  in  you,  will  undoubtedly  give  great 
weight  to  your  information.  An  equal  confidence  on  our  part, 
founded  on  your  knowledge  of  the  subject,  your  ji||ft  views  of 
it,  your  good  dispositions  towards  this  country,  and  my  long  ex- 
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perience  of  your  personal  faith  and  friendship,  assures  me  that 
you  will  render  between  us  all  tlie  good  offices  in  your  power. 
The  interests  of  the  two  countries  being  absolutely  the  same  as 
to  this  matter,  your  aid  may  be  conscientiously  given.  It  will 
often,  perhaps,  be  possible  for  you,  having  a  freedom  of  communi- 
cation, omnibus  fiorisf  which  diplomatic  gentlemen  will  be  ex- 
cluded from  by  forms,  to  smooth  difficulties  by  representations 
and  reasonings,  which  would  be  received  with  more  suspicion  from 
them.  You  will  thereby  render  great  good  to  both  countries. 
For  our  circumstances  are  so  imperious  as  to  admit  of  no  delay 
as  to  our  course  ;  and  the  use  of  the  Mississippi  so  indispensable, 
that  we  cannot  hesitate  one  moment  to  hazard  our  existence  for 
its  maintenance.  If  we  fail  in  this  effort  to  put  it  beyond  the 
reach  of  accident,  we  see  the  destinies  we  have  to  run,  and  pre- 
pare at  once  for  them.  Not  but  that  we  shall  still  endeavor  to  go  on 
in  peace  and  friendship  with  our  neighbors  as  long  as  we  can,  ^our 
rights  ofnavigation  and  deposite  are  respected;  but  as  we  foresee  that 
the  caprices  of  the  local  officers,  and  the  abuse  of  those  rights  by 
our  boatmen  and  navigators,  which  neither  government  can  pre- 
vent, will  keep  up  a  state  of  irritation  which  cannot  long  be  kept 
inactive,  we  should  be  criminally  improvident  not  to  take  at  once 
eventual  measures  for  strengthening  ourselves  for  the  contest.  It 
may  be  said,  if  this  object  be  so  all-important  to  us,  why  do  we 
not  offer  such  a  sum  as  to  insure  its  purchase  ?  The  answer  is 
simple.  We  are  an  agricuhural  people,  poor  in  money,  and  ow- 
ing great  debts.  These  will  be  falling  due  by  instalments  for  fif- 
teen years  to  come,  and  require  from  us  the  practice  of  a  rigor- 
ous economy  to  accomplish  their  payment :  and  it  is  our  principle 
to  pay  to  a  moment  whatever  we  have  engaged,  and  nevei  to 
engage  what  we  cannot,  and  mean  not  faithfully  to  pay.  We 
have  calculated  our  resources,  and  find  the  sum  to  be  moderate 
which  they  would  enable  us  to  pay,  and  we  know  from  late  trials 
that  little  can  be  added  to  it  by  borrowing.  The  country,  too, 
which  we  wish  to  purchase,  except  the  portion  already  granted, 
and  which  must  be  confirmed  to  the  private  holders,  is  a  barren 
sand,  six  hundred  miles  from  east  to  west  and  from  thirty  to  forty 
and  filty  miles  from  north  to  south,  formed  by  deposition  of  the 
sands  by  the  Gulf  Stream  in  its  circular  course  round  the  Mexi- 
can Gulf,  and  which  being  spent  after  performing  a  semicircle, 
has  made  from  its  last  depositions  the  sand  bank  of  East  Florida. 
In  West  Florida,  indeed,  there  are  on  the  borders  of  the  rivers 
some  rich  bottoms,  formed  by  the  mud  brought  from  the  upper 
country.  ;,These  bottoms  are  all  possessed  by  individuals.  But 
the  spaces  between  river  and  river  are  mere  banks  of  sand  :  and 
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in  East  Florida,  there  are  neitlier  rivers  nor  consequently  any 
bottoms.  We  cannot  then  make  any  tiling  by  a  sale  of  the  lands 
to  individuals.  So  that  it  is  peace  alone  which  makes  it  an  ob- 
ject v»rith  us,  and  which  ought  to  make  the  cession  of  it  desirable 
to  France.  Whatever  power,  other  than  ourselves,  holds  the 
country  east  of  the  Mississippi,  becomes  our  natural  enemy.  Will 
such  a  possession  do  France  as  much  good,  as  such  an  enemy 
may  do  her  harm  ?  And  how  long  would  it  be  hers,  were  such 
an  enemy,  situated  at  its  door,  added  to  Great  Britain  ?  I  con- 
fess, it  appears  to  me  as  essential  to  France  to  keep  at  peace 
with  us,  as  it  is  to  us  to  keep  at  peace  witli  her :  and  tliat,  if  this 
cannot  be  secured  without  some  compromise  as  to  the  territory  in 
question,  it  will  be  useful  for  both  to  make  sacrifices  to  effect  the 
compromise. 

You  see,  my  good  friend,  with  what  frankness  I  communicate 
with  you  on  this  subject ;  that  I  hide  nothing  from  you,  and  that  I 
am  endeavoring  to  turn  our  private  friendship  to  the  good  of  our 
respective  countries.  And  can  private  friendship  ever  answer  a 
nobler  end  than  by  keeping  two  nations  at  peace,  who,  if  tliis  new 
position  which  one  of  them  is  taking  were  rendered  innocent,  have 
more  points  of  common  interest,  and  fewer  of  collision  than  any 
two  on  earth ;  who  become  natural  friends,  instead  of  natural  en- 
emies, which  this  change  of  position  would  make  them.  My  let- 
ters of  April  the  25th,  May  the  5th,  and  this  present  one  have 
been  written,  without  any  disguise,  in  this  view ;  and  while  safe  in 
your  hands  they  can  never  do  any  thing  but  good.  But  you  and 
I  are  now  at  that  time  of  life  when  our  call  to  another  state  of 
being  cannot  be  distant,  and  may  be  near.  Besides,  your  go- 
vernment is  in  the  habit  of  seizing  papers  without  notice.  These 
letters  might  thus  get  into  hands,  which,  like  the  hornet  which  ex- 
tracts poison  from  the  same  flower  that  yields  honey  to  the  bee, 
might  make  them  the  ground  of  blowing  up  a  flame  between  our 
two  countries,  and  make  our  friendship  and  confidence  in  each 
other  effect  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  we  are  aiming  at.  Being 
yourself  thoroughly  possessed  of  every  idea  in  them,  let  me  ask 
from  your  friendship  an  immediate  consignment  of  them  to  the 
flames.     That  alone  can  make  all  safe,  and  ourselves  secure. 

I  intended  to  have  answered  you  here,  on  the  subject  of  your 
agency  in  the  transacting  what  money  matters  we  may  have  at 
Paris,  and  for  that  purpose  meant  to  have  conferred  with  Mr.  Gal- 
latin. But  he  has,  for  two  or  three  days,  been  confined  to  his 
room,  and  is  not  yet  able  to  do  business.  If  he  is  out  before  Mr. 
Monroe's  departure,  I  will  write  an  additional  letter  on  that  subject. 
Be  assured  that  it  will  be  a  great  additional  satisfaction  to  me  to 
VOL    in.  64 


,4. 


506 

render  services  to  yourself  and  sons  by  the  same  acts  which  shall 
at  the  same  time  promote  the  public  service.  Be  so  good  as  to 
present  my  respectful  salutations  to  Madame  Dupont,  and  to  ac- 
cept yourself  assurances  of  my  constant  and  affectionate  friend- 
ship and  great  respect. 

*  Th:  Jefferson. 


LETTER    CCCIV. 


TO   DOCTOR  BENJAMIN   RUSH. 

Washington,  April  21, 1803. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  some  of  the  delightful  conversations  with  you,  in  the  eve- 
nings of  1798-99,  and  which  served  as  an  anodyne  to  the  afflic- 
tions of  the  crisis  through  which  our  country  was  then  laboring, 
the  Christian  religion  was  sometimes  our  topic :  and  I  then  pro- 
mised you,  that  one  day  or  other,  I  would  give  you  my  views  of 
it.  They  are  the  result  of  a  life  of  inquiry  and  reflection,  and 
very  different  from  that  anti-Christian  system  imputed  to  me  by 
those  who  know  nothing  of  my  opinions.  To  the  corruptions  of 
Christianity  I  am  indeed  opposed ;  but  not  to  the  genuine  precepts 
of  Jesus  himself.  I  am  a  Christian,  in  the  only  sense  in  which  he 
wished  any  one  to  be;  sincerely  attached  to  his  doctrines,  in 

E reference  to  all  others ;  ascribing  to  himself  every  human  excel- 
snce ;  and  believing  he  never  claimed  any  other.  At  the  short 
intervals  since  these  conversations,  when  I  could  justifiably  abstract 
my  mind  from  public  affairs,  the  subject  has  been  under  ray  con- 
templation. But  the  more  I  considered  it,  the  more  it  expanded 
heyoad  the  measure  of  either  my  time  or  information.  In  the 
moment  of  my  late  departure  from  Monticello,  I  received  from 
Doctor  Priesdey,  his  little  treatise  of  *  Socrates  and  Jesus  com- 
pared.' This  being  a  section  of  the  general  view  I  had  taken  of 
the  field,  it  became  ^  subject  of  reflection  while  on  the  road,  arid 
linoccupied  otherwise.  The  result  was,  to  arrange  in  my  mind  a 
syllabus,  or  outline  of  such  an  estimate  of  the  con^parative  n!lerits 
of  Christianity,  as  I  wished  to  see  executed  by  some  one  of  more 
leisure  and  information  for  the  task,  than  myself.  This  I  now  send 
you,  as  the  only  discharge  of  my  promise  I  can  probably  ever 
execute.  And  in  confiding  it  to  you,  I  know  it  will  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  malignant  perversions  of  those  who  make  every  word 
from  me  a  text  for  new  misrepresentationc  and  calumnies.     I  am 
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moreover  averse  to  the  communication  of  my  religious  tenets  to 
the  public;  because  it  would  countenance  the  presumption  of 
those  who  have  endeavored  to  draw  them  before  that  tribanal,  and 
to  seduce  public  opinion  to  erect  itself  into  that  inquisition  over  the 
rights  of  conscience,  which  the  laws  have  so  jusdy  proscribed. 
It  behoves  every  man  who  values  liberty  of  conscience  for  him- 
self, to  resist  invasions  of  it  in  the  case  of  otliers ;  or  their  case 
may,  by  change  of  circumstances,  become  his  own.  It  behoves 
him,  too,,  in  his  own  case,  to  give  no  example  of  concession,  be- 
traying the  common  right  of  independent  opinion,  by  answering 
questions  of  faith,  which  the  laws  have  left  between  Gtod  and 
himself.     Accept  my  affectionate  salutations. 

Th:  Jefferson. 


Syllabus  of  an  estimate  of  the  merit  of  the  doctrines  of  Jesus,  com- 
pared with  those  of  others. 

In  a  comparative  view  of  the  Ethics  of  the  enlightened  nations 
of  antiquity,  of  the  Jews,  and  of  Jesus,  no  notice  should  be  taken 
of  the  corruptions  of  reason  among  the  antients,  to  wit,  the  idolatry 
and  superstition  of  the  vulgar,  nor  of  the  corruptions  of  Christianity 
by  the  learned  among  its  p'-ofessors. 

Let  a  just  view  be  taken  of  the  moral  principles  inculcated  by 
the  most  esteemed  of  the  sects  of  antient  philosophy,  or  of  their 
individuals ;  particularly  Pythagoras,  Socrates,  Epicurus,  Cicero, 
Epictetus,  Seneca,  Antoninus. 

1.  Philosophers.  1.  Their  precepts  related  chiefly  to  our- 
selves, and  the  government  of  tho^e  passions  which,  unrestrained, 
would  disturb  our  tranquillity  of  mind.^  In  this  branch  of  philo- 
sophy they  were  really  great. 

2.  In  developing  our  duties  to  others,  they  were  short  and  de- 
fective. They  embraced,  indeed,  the  circles  of  kindred  and 
friends,  and  inculcated  patriotism,  or  the  love  of  our  country  in  the 

*  To  explain,  I  will  exhibit  the  heads  of  Seneca'a  and  Cicero's  philosophical 
works,  the  most  extensive  of  any  we  have  received  from  the  antients.  Often 
heads  in  Seneca,  seven  relate  to  ourselves,  viz.  di>  ira,  consulatio,  de  tran- 
quilitatBy  de  constantia  sapientis,  de  otio  sapientis,  de  vita  beatOf  de  bretitate 
vitae  ;  two  relate  to  others,  de  dementia,  de  benejiciis  ;  and  one  relates  to  the 
government  of  the  world,  de  jtrovidentia.  Of  eleven  tracts  of  Cicero,  five  re- 
spect ourselves,  viz.  dejinibus,  Tuseulana,  acadetnica,  paradoxa,  de  SenecttUe ; 
one,  de  officiis,  relates  partly  to  ourselves,  piatijf  to  others ;  one,  de  amicitia, 
relates  to  others ;  and  four  are  on  different  subjecU),  to  wit,  de  nalura  deo- 
rumy  de  divinatione,  defato,  and  somnium  Scipionin. 
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aggregate,  as  a  primary  obligation :  towards  our  neighbors  and 
countrymen  they  taught  justice,  but  scarcely  viewed  them  as 
within  the  circle  of  benevolence.  Still  less  have  they  inculcated 
peace,  charity  and  love  to  our  fellow  men,  or  embraced  with  be- 
nevolence the  whole  family  of  mankind. 

II.  Jews.  1.  Their  system  was  Deism ;  that  is,  the  belief  in 
one  only  God.  But  their  ideas  of  him  and  of  his  attributes  were 
degrading  and  injurious. 

2.  Their  Ethics  were  liot  only  imperfect,  but  often  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  sound  dictators  of  reason  and  morality,  as  they 
respect  intercourse  with  those  around  us ;  and  repulsive  and  anti- 
social, as  respecting  other  nations.  They  needed  reformation, 
therefore,  in  an  eminent  degree. 

III.  Jesus.  In  this  state  of  things  among  the  Jews,  Jesus  ap- 
peared. His  parentage  was  obscure ;  his  condition  poor;  his  edu- 
cation null;  his  natural  endowments  great;  his  life  correct  and 
innocent:  he  was  meek,  benevolent,  patient,  firm,  disinterested, 
and  of  the  sublimest  eloquence. 

The  disadvantages  und6r  which  his  doctrines  appear  are  re- 
markable. 

1.  Like  Socrates  and  Epictetus,  he  wrote  nothing  himself. 

2.  But  he  had  not,  like  them,  a  Xenophon  or  an  Arrian  to  write 
for  him.  I  name  not  Plato,  who  only  used  the  name  of  Socrates 
to  cover  the  whimsies  of  his  own  brain.  On  the  contrary,  all  the 
learned  of  his  country,  entrenched  in  its  power  and  riches,  were 
opposed  to  him,  lest  his  labors  should  undermine  their  advantages  ; 
and  the  committing  to  writing  his  life  and  doctrines  fell  on  unlet-- 
tered  and  ignorant  men ;  who  wrote,  too,  from  memory,  and  not  till 
long  after  the  transactions  had  passed. 

3.  According  to  the  ordinary  fate  of  those  who  attempt  to  en- 
lighten and  reform  mankind,  he  fell  an  early  victim  to  the  jealousy 
and  combination  of  the  altar  and  the  throne,  at  about  thirty-three 
years  of  age,  his  reason  having  not  yet  attained  the  maooimum  of 
Us  energy,  nor  the  course  of  his  preaching,  which  was  but  of  three 
years  at  most,  presented  occasions  for  developing  a  complete  sys- 
tem of  morals. 

4.  Hence  the  doctrines  which  he  really  delivered  were  defec- 
tive as  a  whole,  and  fragments  only  of  what  he  did  deliver  have 
come  to  us,  mutilated,  misstated,  and  often  unintelligible. 

5.  They  have  been  still  more  disfigured  by  the  corruptions  of 
schismatising  followers,  who  have  found  an  interest  in  sophistica- 
ting and  perverting  the  simple  doctrines  he  taught,  by  engrafting 
on  them  the  mysticisms  of  a  Grecian  sophist,  frittering  them  into 
subtleties,  and  obscuring  them  with  jargon,  until  they  have  caused 
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good  men  to  reject  the  whole  in  disgust,  and  to  view  Jesus  him- 
self as  an  impostor. 

Notwithstanding  these  disadvantages,  a  system  of  morals  is  pre- 
sented to  us,  which,  if  filled  up  in  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  rich 
fragments  he  left  us,  would  be  the  most  perfect  and  sublime  that 
has  ever  been  taught  by  man. 

The  question  of  his  being  a  member  of  the  God-head,  or  in 
direct  communication  with  it,  claimed  for  him  by  some  of  his  fol- 
lowers, and  denied  by  others,  is  foreign  to  the  present  view,  which 
is  merely  an  estimate  of  the  intrinsic  merit  of  his  doctrines. 

1.  He  corrected  the  Deism  of  the  Jews,  confirming  them  in 
their  belief  of  one  only.  God,  and  giving  them  juster  notions  of  his 
attributes  and  governm^t. 

2.  His  moral  doctrines,  relating  to  kinu^ed  and  friends,  were 
more  pure  and  perfect  than  those  of  the  most  correct  of  the  phi- 
losophers, and  greatly  more  so  than  those  of  the  Jews ;  and  they 
went  far  beyond  both  in  inculc&ting  universal  philantliropy,  not  only 
to  kindred  and  friends,  to  :ieighbors  and  countrymen,  but  to  all 
mankind,  gathering  all  m^o  one  family,  under  the  bonds  of  love, 
charity,  peace,  common  wants  and  common  aids.  A  develope- 
ment  of  this  head  will  evince  the  peculiar  superiority  of  the  system 
of  Jesus  over  all  others. 

3.  The  precepts  of  philosophy,  and  of  the  Hebrew  code,  laid 
hold  of  actions  only.  I  •  pushed  his  scrutinies  into  the  heart  of 
man ;  erected  his  tribunui  in  the  region  of  his  thoughts,  and  purifi- 
ed the  waters  at  the  fountain  head. 

4.  He  taught,  emphatically,  the  doctrines  of  a  future  state, 
which  was  either  doubted,  or  disbelieved  by  the  Jews  ;  and  wield 
ed  it  with  efficacy,  as  an  important  incentive,  supplementary  to  the 
other  motives  to  moral  conduct. 


LETTER    CCCV. 


TO    GENERAL    GATES. 


Washinfirton,  July  11,  1803. 

Dear  General, 

I  accept  with  pleasure,  and  with  pleasure  reciprocate  your 
congratulations  on  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana :  for  it  is  a  subject 
of  mutual  congratulation,  as  it  interests  every  man  of  the  nation. 
The  territory  acquired,  as  it  includes  all  the  waters  of  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi,  has  more  than  doubled  the  area  cf  the  United 
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States,  and  the  new  part  is  not  inferior  to  the  old  in  soil,  climate, 
productions  and  important  communications.  If  our  legislature 
dispose  of  it  with  the  wisdom  we  have  a  right  to  expect,  they 
may  make  it  the  means  of  tempting  all  our  Indians  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Mississippi  to  remove  to  the  v/est,  and  of  condensing  in- 
stead of  scattering  our  population.  I  find  our  opposition  is  very 
willing  to  pluck  feathers  from  Monroe,  although  not  fond  of  stick- 
ing them  into  Livingston's  coat.  The  truth  is,  both  have  a  just 
portion  of  merit ;  and  were  it  necessary  or  proper,  it  would  be 
shewn  that  each  has  rendered  peculiar  services,  and  of  important 
value.  These  grumblers,  too,  are  very  uneasy  lest  the  administra- 
tion should  share  some  little  credit  for  thi  acquisition,  the  whole 
of  which  they  ascribe  to  the  accident  of  war.  They  would  be 
cruelly  mortified  could  they  see  our  files  from  May,  1801,  the 
first  organization  of  the  administration,  but  more  especially  from 
April,  1802.  They  wculd  see,  that  though  we  could  not  say 
when  war  would  arise,  yet  we  said*  with  energy  what  would  take 
place  when  it  should  arise.  We  did  not,  by  our  intrigues,  pro- 
duce the  war :  but  we  availed  ourselves  of  it  when  it  happened. 
The  otlier  party  saw  the  case  now  existing,  on  which  our  representa- 
tions were  predicated,  and  the  wisdom  of  timely  sacrifice.  But 
when  these  people  make  the  war  give  us  every  thing,  they  authorise 
us  to  ask  what  the  war  gave  us  in  their  day?  They  Md  a  war ; 
what  did  they  make  it  bring  us  ?  Instead  of  making  our  neutrality 
the  ground  of  gain  to  their  country,  they  were  for  plunging  into 
the  war.  And  if  they  were  now  in  place,  they  would  now  be  at 
war  against  the  atheists  and  disorganizers  of  France.  They  were 
for  making  their  country  an  appendage  to  England.  We  are 
friendly,  cordially  and  conscientiously  friendly  to  England,  but  we 
are  not  hostile  to  France.  We  will  be  rigorously  just  and  sin- 
cerely friendly  to  both.  1  do  not  believe  we  shall  have  as  much 
to  swallow  from  them  as  our  predecessors  had. 

Present  me  respectfully  to  Mrs.  Gates,  and  accept  yourself  my 
afieotionate  salutations,  and  assurances  of  great  respect  and  es- 
teem. 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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LETTER    CCCVI. 


TO   MR.    BRECKENRIDGE. 
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Monticello,  August  12, 1803. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  letter,  though  directed  to  you,  was  intended  to  me 
also,  and  was  left  open  with  a  request,  that  when  forwarded,  I 
would  forward  it  to  you.  It  gives  me  occasion  to  write  a  word  to 
you  on  the  subject  of  Louisiana,  which  being  a  new  one,  an  inter- 
change of  sentiments  may  produce  correct  ideas  before  we  are 
to  act  on  them. 

Our  information  as  to  the  country  is  very  incomplete :  we  have 
taken  measures  to  obtain  it  full  as  to  the  settled  part,  which  I  hope 
to  receive  in  time  for  Congress.  The  boundaries,  which  I  deem 
not  admitting  question,  are  the  high  lands  on  the  western  side  of 
the  Mississippi  inclosing  all  its  waters,  the  Missouri  of  course, 
and  terminating  in  the  line  drawn  from  the  nortli  western  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  nearest  source  of  the  Mississippi,  as 
lately  settled  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  We 
have  some  claims,  to  extend  on  the  sea  coast  westwardly  to  the  Rio 
Norte  or  Bravo,  and  better,  to  go  eastwardly  to  the  Rio  Perdido, 
between  Mobile  and  Pensacola,  the  antient  boundary  of  Loui- 
siana. These  claims  will  be  a  subject  of  negotiation  with  Spain, 
and  if,  as  soon  as  she  is  at  war,  we  push  them  strongly  with  one 
hand,  holding  out  a  price  in  the  other,  we  shall  certainly  obtain  the 
Floridas,  and  all  in  good  time.  In  the  meanwhile,  without  waiting 
for  permission,  we  shall  enter  into  the  exercise  of  the  natural 
right  we  have  always  insisted  on  with  Spain,  to  wit,  that  of  a  na- 
tion holding  the  upper  part  of  streams,  having  a  right  of  innocent 
"passage  through  them  to  the  ocean.  We  shall  prepare  her  to 
see  us  practise  on  this,  and  she  will  not  oppose  it  by  force. 

Objections  are  raising  to  the  eastward  against  the  vast  extent  of 
our  boundaries,  and  propositions  are  made  to  exchange  Louisiana, 
or  a  part  of  it,  for  the  Floridas.  But,  as  I  have  said,  we  shall  get 
the  Floridas  without,  and  I  would  not  give  one  inch  of  the  waters 
of  the  Mississippi  to  any  nation,  because  I  see  in  a  light^very  im- 
portant to  our  peace  the  exclusive  right  to  its  navigation,  and  the 
admission  of  no  nation  into  it,  but  as  into  the  Potomac  or  Dela- 
ware, with  our  consent  and  under  our  police.  These  federalists 
see  in  this  acquisition  the  formation  of  a  new  confederacy,  em- 
bracing all  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  on  both  sides  of  it,  and 
a  separation  of  its  eastern  waters  from  us.    These  combinations 
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depend  on  so  many  circumstances  which  we  cannot  foresee,  that 
I  place  little  reliance  on  them.  We  have  seldom  seen  neighbor- 
hood produce  aflection  among  nations.  The  reverse  is  almost  the 
universal  truth.  Besides,  if  it  should  become  the  great  interest  of 
.  &ose  nations  to  separate  from  this,  if  their  happiness  should  de- 
pend <xi  it  so  strongly  as  to  induce  theni  to  go  through  that  con- 
vulsion,-.why  should  the  Adantic  States  dread  it?  But  especially 
why  should  we,  their  present  inhabitants,  take  side  in  such  a  ques- 
tion? When  I  view  the  Adantic  States,  procuring  for  those  on  the 
,  eastern  waters  of  the  Mississippi  friendly  instead  of  hostile  neigh- 
bors on  its  western  waters,  I  do  not  view  it  as  an  Englishman 
would  the  procuring  future  blessings  for  the  French  naUon,  with 
whom  he  has  no  relations  of  blood  or  affection.  The  future  in- 
habitants of  the  Atlantic  and  Mississippi  States  will  be  our  sons. 
We  leave  them  in  distinct  but  bordering  establishments.  We 
think  we  see  their  happiness  in  their  union,  and  we  wish  it. 
Events  may  prove  it  otherwise ;  and  if  they  see  their  interest  in 
separation,  why  should  we  take  side  with  our  Adantic  rather  than 
our  Mississippi  descendants?  It  is  the  elder  and  the  younger  son 
differing.  God  bless  them  both,  and  keep  them  in  union,  if  it  be 
for  their  good,  but  separate  them,  if  it  be  better.  The  inhabited 
part  of  Louisiana,  from  Point  Coupee  to  tlie  sea,  will  of  course 
be  immediately  a  territorial  government,  and  soon  a  State.  But 
above  that,  the  best  use  we  can  make  of  the  country  for  some  time, 
will  be  to  give  establishments  in  it  to.  the  Indians  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  exchange  for  their  present  country,  and  open 
land  offices  in  the  last,  and  thus  make  this  acquisition  the  means 
of  filling  up  the  eastern  side,  instead  of  drawing  off  its  population. 
When  we  shall  he  full  on  this  side,  we  may  lay  off  a  range  of 
States  on  the  western  bank  from  the  head  to  the  mouth,  and  so, 
range  after  range,  advancing  compacdj'^  as  we  multiply. 

This  treaty  must  of  course  be  laid  before  both  Houses,  because 
both  have  important  functions  to  exercise  respecting  it.  They,  I 
presume,  will  see  their  duty  to  their  country  in  ratifying  and  pay- 
ing for  it,  so  as  to  secure  a  good  which  would  otherwise  probably 
be  never  again  in  their  power.  But  I  suppose  they  must  then 
appeal  to  the  nation  for  an  additional  article  to  the  constitution, 
approving  and  confirming  an  act  which  the  nation  had  not  previ- 
ously authorised.  The  constitution  has  made  no  provision  for  our 
holding  foreign  territory,  still  less  for  incorporating  foreign  nations 
into  our  Union.  The  executive  in  seizing  the  fugitive  occurrence 
which  so  much  advances  the  good  of  their  country,  have  done  an 
act  beyond  the  constitution.  The  legislature  in  casting  behind 
them  metaphysical  subtleties,  and  risking  themselves  like  faithful 
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servants,  must  ratify  and  pay  for  it,  and  throw  themselves  on  their 
country  for  doing  for  them  unauthorised,  what  we  know  they 
would  have  done  for  themselves  had  they  been  in  a  situation 'to  do 
it.  It  iswthe  case  of  a  guardian,  investing  tlie  money  of  his  ward 
in  purchasing  an  important  adjacent  territory ;  and  saying  to  him 
when  of  age,  I  did  this  for  your  good  ;  I  pretend  to  no  right  to 
bind  you :  you  may  disavow  me,  and  I  must  get  out  of  the 
scrape  as  1  can  :  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  risk  myself  for  you. 
But  we  shall  not  be  disavowed  by  the  nation,  and  their  act  of  in<- 
demnity  will  confirm  and  not  weaken  the  constitution,  by  more 
strongly  marking  out  its  lines. 

We  have  nothing  later  from  Europe  than  the  public  papers  give. 
I  hope  vourself  and"  all  the  western  members  will  make  a  sacred 
point  of  being  at  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  Congress;  for 
vestra  res  regitur.  '  .  "'' 

Accept  my  affectionate  salutations  and  assurances  of  esteem  ancl 
respect.  * 

Th:  Jefferson. 
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